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REPORT 


OF 


THE    SECRETARY    OF    WAR. 


War  Department,  November  20, 1876. 

Mb.  Pbesident  :  The  short  space  of  time  that  has  elapsed  since  I 
entered  upon  my  present  dnties  has  barely  sufficed  to  familiarize  me 
with  the  affairs  of  the  Department,  and  in  this  report  I  shall  confine 
myself  to  a  summary  of  the  reports  of  the  General  of  the  Army  and  the 
chiefs  of  the  various  bureaus,  refening  you  for  details  to  the  full  reports 
of  those  officers,  which  are  presented  herewith. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  speak  here  of  the  size  or  organization  of  the  Army, 
for  the  "  whole  subject  of  reform  and  re-organization  of  the  Army  ^  has 
been  referred,  by  the  act  of  July  24, 1876,  to  a  commission  consisting  of 
two  members  from  each  house  of  Congress,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
two  officers  of  the  Army.  This  commission  met  on  the  11th  of  August, 
and  has  since  collected  a  large  mass  of  valuable  statistics  and  opinions 
bearing  upon  the  questions  before  it.  These  are  now  under  considera- 
tion, and  after  full  deliberation  the  report  will  be  made  up  and  presented 
to  you  for  transmittal  to  Congress.  It  is  hoped  that  the  convictions  of  a 
commission  containing  such  distinguished  officers  as  Generals  Sherman 
and  Meigs,  and  Senators  and  Eepreseutatives  of  experience  both  in  mili- 
tary and  legislative  afifairs,  will  receive  from  Congress  the  consideration 
to  which  they  are  entitled,  and  that  a  comprehensive  organic  act  may  be 
framed  for  the  Army  which  shall  relieve  it  in  the  future  from  much  of  the 
special  legislation  which  in  so  many  cases  is  very  detrimental  to  its  dis- 
cipline and  efficiency. 

By  the  act  of  March  1,  1875,  the  President  was  authorized  to  make 
and  publish  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  Army,  in  accordance 
with  existing  laws.  A  set  of  regulations  was  drawn  up  under  this  act 
and  was  in  course  of  consideration  when,  by  resolution  of  August  15, 
1876,  the  President  was  requested  "  to  postpone  all  action  in  connection 
with  the  publication  of  said  regulations  until  after  the  report  of  said 
commission  shall  have  been  received  and  acted  on  by  Congress  at  its 
next  session.''  In  accordance  with  this  resolution  the  draught  of  the 
regulations  has  been  submitted  to  this  commission  for  consideration  in 
connection  with  other  matters  brought  to  its  attention,  and  no  further 
action  has  been  taken  for  their  promulgation. 


4  REPORT   OF   THE   SECRETARY   OF   WAR. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT,  ESTIMATE^;,  ETC. 

The  Chief  of  Engineers  has  sabmitted  estimates  as  follows : 

Fortifications  and  other  works  of  defense , $2,228,000 

River  and  harbor  improvemeDts 13,220, 100 

Buildings  and  grounds  in  and  aroand  Washington 229, 050 

Washington  Aqueduct 349,500 

Surveys 382,000 

Total 16,408,650 

Of  this  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  greatest  portion,  over  thirteen 
millions  of  dollars,  is  for  rivers  and  harbors.  I  submit  this  without  fur- 
ther comment  than  to  remark  that  this  is  not  an  '^  estimate  ^  in  the  sense 
of  the  estimates  asked  for  other  purposes ;  it  is  not  approved  nor  dis- 
approved, but  it  is  forwarded  in  response  to  various  acts  of  Congress 
calling  for  surveys  and  estimates  for  improvement  at  various  localities. 

For  all  purposes  than  those  just  named  the  estimates  are — 

For  1877-78 $37,583,555  10 

Tlie  appropriations  for  1876-77 30,610,351  33 

The  appropriations  for  1875-76 31,325,822  00 

The  appropriations  for  1874-75 30,915,265  00 

The  increase  in  the  present  estimates  over  the  appropriations  for  the 
current  year  is  made  up  as  follows : 

Civil  establishment $48,437  36 

MUitary  establishment  ;.•• 4,078,655  40 

Public  works 2,201,902  70 

Miscellaneous 644,208  31 

Total 6,973  203  77 

The  .public  works  are  the  new  building  for  the  War,  State,  and  Navy 
Departments,  the  Eock  Island  arsenal,  and  the  hospital  and  other  works 
much  needed  at  West  Point.  All  of  these  are  now  in  course  of  construc- 
tion and  cannot  be  abandoned.  The  above  increase  is  needed  in  order 
to  prosecute  the  works  economically.  The  increase  for  the  civil  estab- 
lishment is  imperatively  demanded,  as  the  business  of  the  Department 
cannot  be  properly  transacted  with  the  present  reduced  clerical  force. 
The  increase  in  ^^  miscellaneous  estimates"  is  made  up  of  $350,000  for 
refunding  to  States  the  expenses  incurred  tn  raising  volunteers ;  $98,000 
for  furnishing  artificial  limbs  under  existing  laws ;  $50,000  for  the  Signal 
Service;  $77,850  for  printing  and  binding,  and  the  remainder,  $88,358.31, 
for  various  minor  objects.  The  large  increase — over  $4,000,000 — asked 
for  the  military  service  is  made  up  of  $1,385,000  for  armament  of  fortifi- 
cations, manufacture  of  small-arms,  and  the  purchase  of  a  site  for  a  pow- 
der-depot ;  and  nearly  three  millions  for  quartermasters'  and  subsistence 
supplies.  These  estimates  are  carefully  made,  and  are  based  on  the  num- 
ber of  men  authorized  by  law  and  their  probable  requirements,  as  deter- 
mined by  years  of  experience. 

The  appropriations  for  the  current  year  furnish  no  criterion  of  what 
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18  required  for  the  support  of  the  Department.  It  is  probable  that  a 
deficiency  appropriation  will  be  necessary  in  order  to  meet  the  expenses 
daring  the  latter  months  of  the  year,  although  no  efforts  will  be  spared 
to  avoid  it.  It  will  be  seen,  on  comparing  the  present  estimates  with  the 
appropriations  for  1875  and  1876,  that  an  increase  of  J6,000,000,  in  round 
numbers,  is  asked  for ;  that  one-third  of  this  is  necessitated  by  the  in- 
crease of  the  number  of  men  ;  and  the  rest  by  public  works  then  only  com- 
menced and  now  requiring  large  expenditures,  by  the  armament  of  for- 
tifications and  manufacture  of  small-arms,  and  lastly,  but  very  largely, 
by  the  fact  that  for  the  past  few  years  the  supply-departments  have  been 
iQuuaged  with  the  view  of  absorbing  all  the  scores  left  over  from  the 
war,  and  other  accumulations.  By  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  it  will  no 
longer  be  possible  to  do  this ;  the  working  stock  on  hand  will  be  entirely 
exhausted,  and  it  will  be  necessary  at  once  to  begin  to  replenish  it. 

The  chiefs  of  bureaus  consider  it  their  duty  to  make  estimates  with 
the  purpose  of  being  able  to  meet  all  demands  that  may  be  made  upon 
them.  If  these  demands  are  letss  than  anticipated,  the  money  reverts 
to  the  Treasury  by  law.  These  estimates  are  approved  and  commended 
to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress. 

THE  REPORT  OF  THE  GENERAL  OF  THE  ARMY 

shows  that  our  small  force  of  effective  troops  has  been  very  actively 
employed  during  the  past  year;  quite  as  actively,  in  General  Sherman's 
opinion,  as  at  any  time  during  the  civil  war.  Their  employment  has 
been  mainly  directed  to  two  objects :  first,  to  compel  the  wild  Sioux 
Indians  to  acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  Government;  and,  second, 
to  preserve  order  at  the  South.  Of  the  latter  it  is  only  necessary  to 
state  that  grave  and  well-founded  apprehensions  existed,  in  the  minds 
of  the  people  of  all  sections  of  the  country  that  disturbance  might 
arise  in  the  Southern  States  during  the  excitement  of  the  late  election, 
and  that  it  was  the  imperative  duty  of  the  Government  to  be  prepared 
to  quell  any  such  disturbance  at  the  very  moment  of  its  outbreak.  In 
order  to  be  prepared  for  any  such  contingency,  Lieutenant-General 
Sheridan,  commanding  the  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  was  in- 
structed to  concentrate  a  sufficient  number  of  troops  in  New  Orleans 
under  Brigadier-General  Augur,  commanding  the  Department  of  the 
Gulf;  and  Major-General  Hancock,  commanding  the  Division  of  the 
Atlantic,  was  directed  to  detach  a  sufficient  number  of  companies  from 
the  garrisons  on  the  sea-coast  and  send  them  to  South  Carolina  for 
duty  under  the  orders  of  Colonel  Kuger,  who  had  lately  been  ^signed 
to  the  command  of  the  Department  of  the  South,  and  ordered  to  make 
his  headquarters  temporarily  at  Columbia. 

Peace  has  been  preserved  by  these  precautions,  and  the  difficult  and 
arduous  duties  required  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  engaged  upon  this 
most  delicate  service  have  been  performed  with  great  prudence  and  dis- 
cretion, and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  right-minded  men. 
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Concerning  the  active  military  operations  in  the  Northwest,  I  invite 
your  special  attention  to  General  Sherman's  report.  A  clear,  concise 
history  of  this  "  Indian  war"  is  there  given,  from  the  time,  about  a  year 
ago,  when  the  Indian  Bnreau  first  intimated  that  these  Indians  mast 
be  brought  into  subjection,  up  to  the  present  moment,  when  forces  from 
General  Terry's  command  are  closing  around  one  small  remnant  (of 
thirty  lodges)  under  Sitting  Bull,  and  General  Crook  is  pursuing  the 
other  remnant  under  Crazy  Horse.  To  this  report  it  is  unnecessary  for 
me  to  add  anything ;  but  I  wish  to  bring  out  in  its  full  prominence  the 
important  fact  that  a  vigorous  effort  is  now  being  made — and  so  far 
with  success — to  disarm  and  dismount  the  agency  Indians.  Deprived 
of  their  arms  and  ponies  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  on  the  next  out- 
break of  hostilities  the  young  warriors  about  the  agencies  will  not  at 
once  start  off  to  join  the  hostiles,  and  that  the  anomaly  will  not  again 
be  presented  of  the  Government  forces  being  met  in  summer  by  hostile 
Indians  sheltered  and  cared  for  at  Government  expense  during  the  pre- 
vious winter.  If  this  policy  can  be  enforced,  and  if  the  wild  Indians 
can  be  compelled  by  lack  of  ammunition  to  submit,  and  can  be  concen- 
trated on  a  few  reservations  and  deprived  of  their  instruments  of  mis- 
chief, it  looks  indeed  as  if  the  ''  Indian  problem "  was  approaching  a 
solution,  and,  as  General  Sheridan  says,  *'  the  Sioux  war,  and  all  other 
Indian  wars  in  this  country  of  any  magnitude,  will  be  over  forever." 

The  state  of  affairs  along  the  Eio  Grande  portion  of  the  Mexican 
frontier  continues  in  that  same  unsettled  and  unsatisfactory  condition 
which  has  distinguished  them  for  the  past  few  years.  On  this  subject 
I  invite  your  attention  to  the  reports  of  Brigadier-General  Ord,  com- 
manding the  Department  of  Texas,  and  the  remarks  of  General  Sher- 
man thereon. 

ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S  DEPARTMENT. 

The  report  of  the  Adjutant-General  exhibits  in  tabular  form  the 
strength  and  stations  of  the  different  parts  of  the  Army  on  October  31, 
1876.  It  also  explains  the  manner  in  which  the  recruiting  service  has 
been  conducted  during  the  past  year. 

The  affairs  of  the  late  Bureau  of  Refugees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned 
Lands  are  now  by  law  in  the  War  Department,  and  their 'settlement  is 
progressing  under  the  direction  of  the  Adjutant-General. 

His  report  recites  that  the  number  of  claims  received  during  the  past 
year  has  diminished,  but  it  is  expected  that  the  act  of  Congress  passed  at 
its  last  session  extending  the  time  for  filing  claims  for  additional  bounty 
will  increase  the  future  business  to  a  considerable  extent.  The  local 
offices  at  Saint  Louis  and  Nashville  have  been  finally  closed,  leaving  ex- 
isting local  offices  at  New  Orleans,  Memphis,  and  Louisville;  there  has 
also  been  a  considerable  reduction  of  officers,  clerks  aud  messengers. 
Measures  have  been  matured  to  return  to  the  Treasury  the  moneys  be- 
longing to  claimants  who  have  not  been  heard  from  for  seven  years,  on 
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the  presamption  that  they  are  dead,  so  as  to  relieve  the  disbarsing-offi- 
cers  of  the  responsibility  for  the  funds. 

Considerable  difficulty  is  found  in  establishing  the  identity  of  claim- 
ants and  in  communicating  with  those  in  remote  localities,  and  also  in 
preventing/ the  frauds  for  which  the  peculiar  nature  of  the  claims  and 
claimants  offers  unusual  facilities.  All  this  has,  however,  been  ac- 
complished, and  the  work  of  paying  claims  for  bounty,  arrearages  of  pay, 
ftc,  is  steadily  progressing,  and  the  affairs  of  the  late  bureau  are  being 
arranged  in  convenient  manner  for  fature  reference.  Full  details  of  its 
financial  condition  will  be  found  in  the  Adjutant-General's  report. 

mSPECTOB-GENEBAL'S  DEPABTMENT. 

The  Inspector-General  makes  various  recomdiendations  concerning 
his  Department  and  the  Army,  which  properly  come  before  the  commis- 
sion on  Army  re-organization.  He,  however,  makes  one  recommendation 
calling  for  legislative  action,  and  that  a  very  important  one,  viz,  that 
Congress  shall  recognize  the  magnitude  of  the  crime  of  desertion. 

In  1871  the  desertions  were  8,800,  about  30  per  cent,  of  the  entire 
force.  By  the  operations  of  the  excellent  law  allowing  *<  soldiers'  de- 
posits," (forfeitable  by  desertion,)  and  by  increasing  the  standard  for 
recruits,  this  number  has  been  gradually  reduced,  until  last  year  it  was 
1,832,  or  about  7  per  cent.  This,  however,  is  much  too  large,  and  the 
great  difficulty  in  checking  this  crime,  which  is  so  destructive  of  all  dis- 
cipline and  efficiency,  is  the  condoning  of  the  offense  by  the  public  at 
large. 

The  Inspector-General  recommends  that  Congress  pass  a  law  making 
desertion  a  felony,  cognizable  by  the  ordinary  courts  of  the  country  in- 
vested with  jurisdiction  over  criminal  cases ;  it  would  then  be  the  duty 
of  the  proper  civil  officers  of  the  law  to  assist  in  bringing  such  offenders 
to  justice. 

BUBEAU  OF  3IULITABT  JUSTICE. 

The  Judge-Advocate-General's  report  contains  an  interesting  table 
classifying  the  offenses  of  which  x>ersons  in  the  military  service  have 
been  convicted  before  general,  garrison,  and  regimental  courts-martial 
during  the  past  year.  Of  the  total  number  of  eleven  thousand  nine 
hnndred  and  forty-one  cases  about  twenty  per  cent,  are  for  serious 
offenses,  such  as  desertion,  drunkenness  on  duty,  assault  and  battery, 
&c ;  the  rest  are  for  comparatively  trivial  offenses,  and  seem  to  prove 
that  the  soldier's  legal  rights  are  fully  protected,  and  that  he  is  pun- 
ished, not  by  the  arbitrary  acts  of  his  officers,  but  only  after  full  and  fair 
trial. 

QUABTEBMASTEB'S  DEPABTMENT. 

The  report  of  the  Quartermaster-General  exhibits  in  detail  the  mul- 
tifEurions  business  operations  incidental  to  supplying  the  Army  with 
quarters,  fuel,  clothing,  animals,  forage,  and  transportation,  besides 
various  minor  matters  which  are  committed  to  his  department. 
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The  following  opinion  seems  to  be  fally  warranted : 

ExpeDse  and  embarrassmenfc  are  caused  by  the  law  which  compels  separate  accounts 
to  be  kept  with  each  appropriation  ;  in  some  cases  between  forty  and  fifty  separate 
accounts  have  to  be  kept.  It  adds  to  the  cost  of  clerical  labor,  increases  liability  to 
errors  and  mistakes,  and  increases  the  amount  of  money  which  must  be  kept  sub- 
iect  to  draft,  and  thus  depletes  the  Treasury  without  a  corresponding  benefit. 

I  recommend  that  this  law  be  repealed. 

I  invite  your  special  attention  to  that  part  of  his  report  which  refers 
to  claims  of  loyal  citizens  under  the  act  of  July  4, 1864  Nearly  thir- 
teen  hnndred  of  these  claims,  amounting  to  $8,000,000,  are  now 
pending  in  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office.  The  clerical  labor 
attending  their  examination  is  not  only  a  great  tax  upon  that  office, 
but  its  organization  does  not  afford  the  proper  machinery  for  in- 
vestigating the  loyalty  of  claimants.    The  only  difference  between  this 

,  class  of  claims  and  those  before  the  Southern  Claims  Commission  is  in 
the  residence  of  the  claimants;  the  Quartermaster-General  investigat- 
ing those  'Mn  States  not  in  rebellion,"  and  the  Southern  Claims  Commis- 
sion those  '4n  States  proclaimed  as  in  insurrection  against  the  United 
States.''  I  strongly  indorse  the  recommendation  of  the  Quartermaster- 
General,  that  these  claims  be  referred  to  some  other  tribunal,  and  I  sug- 
gest the  Southern  Claims  Commission  as  the  proper  one.  The  amount 
paid  for  railroad  transportation  during  the  past  fiscal  year  was  $606,993.85; 

'  of  this  amount  $442,810*79  was  paid  by  disbursing-officers,  and  the  rest 
settled  through  the  Treasury.  Actual  pay  men  t  for  earnings  to  the  Union, 
Central,  and  Kansas  Pacific  Eailroads  being  prohibited  by  law,  the  ac- 
counts for  services  over  those  roads  are  referred  to  the  accounting-officers 
of  the  Treasury  for  settlement,  and  the  money  so  earned  is  transferred 
from  the  appropriation  for  transportation  of  the  Army  to  the  credit  ot 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  assignee  for  the  companies.  Their 
earnings  during  the  year  may  be  stated  at  $585,468.13,  but  of  this  sum 
accounts  for  only  $163,964.16  had  been  examined  and  referred  to  the 
Treasury  for  settlement  up  to  30th  June  last.  Accounts  for  $130,503.97 
had  been  rendered  and  were  under  examination;  and  for  services  dur- 
ing the  year,  estimated  at  $291,000,  no  accounts  had  been  received. 
Total  amount  paid  these  Pacific  Eailroads  since  their  opening  for  traf- 
fic, $7,288,830.04.  Unsettled  accounts  of  these  Pacific  Railroads  had 
been  rendered,  and  were,  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  under  adjust- 
ment in  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office  and  in  the  Treasury  to  the 
amount  of  $610,720.98.  Much  annoyance  and  embarrassment  are  ex- 
perienced by  officers  of  the  Army  in  securing  transportation  of  persons 
and  material  over  uhese  roads,  in  consequence  of  being  required  to  fur- 
nish transportation  without  the  prospect  of  securing  a  remuneration  for 
their  services. 

The  "indebted  railroads"  in  the  South  are  gradually  settling  their 
indebtedness.  Full  statements  of  their  affairs  will  be  found  in  the  Quar- 
termaster-General's report. 
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The  appropriations  for  the  purchase  of  sites  for  military  posts  in 
Texas,  viz,  Fort  Brown,  Fort  Dancau,  and  Einggold  Barracks,  still  re- 
main anexpeuded,  the  owner  of  the  Fort  Duncan  site  refusing  to  sell 
for  the  amount  appropriated,  and  the  titles  to  the  others  being  in  such 
condition  that  transfer  cannot  be  effected. 

The  Army  has  been  efficiently  and  promptly  supplied  during  the  year 
with  the  various  articles  of  clothing  necessary  for  the  comfort  of  the 
troops.  A  considerable  surplus  of  clothing  remained  in  store  on  the 
Ist  of  July,  1876,  which  enabled  the  Department  to  greatly  reduce  the 
estimate  for  the  current  year,  but  will  all  be  used  before  next  July,  and 
the  next  appropriation  should  provide  for  a  year's  supply  of  new  cloth- 
ing.   The  estimate  for  this  is  $1,500,000. 

There  are  now  seVenty-eight  national  cemeteries,  the  appropriation 
for  maintaining  which  for  the  current  year  is  $125,000.  The  expendi- 
tures for  the  last  year  were  $146,959.98.  Only  seventy  superintendents 
were  provided  for  in  the  last  appropriation  bill.  The  erection  of  walls, 
feuces,  and  lodges  is  progressing,  and  will,  in  a  few  years,  be  completed, 
if  the  necessary  appropriations  are  made ;  the  expense  of  maintenance 
will  then  be  diminished.  The  number  of  interments  on  June  30,  1876, 
was  310,356,  of  which  164,655  were  unknown.  The  work  of  erecting 
headstones  over  the  graves  has  been  completed  at  fifty-seven  of  the  cem- 
eteries, and  92,046  known  and  87,242  unknown  graves  have  been 
marked.  Contracts  for  the  remaining  number  have  been  entered  into. 
There  are  about  seventeen  thousand  graves  of  Union  soldiers  who  fell 
daring  the  war  and  were  buried  by  the  Department  in  various  public 
and  private  incorporated  cemeteries  not  known  as  national  military  cem. 
eteries,  which,  if  authorized  by  Congress,  can  be  marked  with  headstones 
by  using  a  portion  of  the  $1,000,000  appropriated  for  headstones.  It  is 
estimated  that  $60,000  would  meet  this  expense,  and  its  re-appropriation 
for  this  purpose  is  recommended. 

From  June,  1875,  to  April,  1876,  the  Quartermaster-General  was 
absent  on  special  service,  by  order  of  the  President,  for  the  purpose  of 
studying  abroad  the  constitution  and  organization  of  European  armies, 
especially  with  reference  to  their  staff  arrangements.  Much  valuable 
information  was  gained  by  General  Meigs  during  this  visit,  and  it  has 
already  been  made  available  in  the  discussions  of  the  Army  commission. 
It  will,  however,  form  the  subject  of  a  separate  report.  During  his  ab- 
sence the  duties  of  Quartermaster-General  were  performed  by  Brevet 
Maj.  Oen.  Enfus  Ingalls. 

SUBSISTENCE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  report  of  the  Commissary-General  of  Subsistence  shows  that  the 
Army  has  been  promptly  supplied  with  subsistence  stores  in  the  gar- 
risons,  the  exx>editions  against  the  Indians,  and  the  winter  cantonments 
in  the  remote  Northwest.  Also,  that  supplies  have  at  various  times 
been  issued  to  Indians,  (subsequentlj  repaid  by  the  Indiau  "Bxxte^LXx;^  «i\i^ 
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in  one  instance,  to  the  citizens  of  Savannah  dnring  the  prevalence  of 
yellow  fever.  Stores  have  been  purchased  in  the  principal  markets  of 
the  conntry,  or  the  local  markets  nearest  the  points  of  consumption, 
preference  being  given  to  the  local  markets  when  the  proper  articles 
could  be  obtained  at  as  reasonable  rates  to  the  Government  as  from 
other  markets;  the  original  cost,  transportation,  deterioration,  and  loss  in 
transit  being  considered  in  estimating  total  cost  at  points  of  consumption. 
It  has  not  yet  been  found  practicable  to  purchase  flour  of  proper  quality 
in  Texas  or  New  Mexico.  With  improvements  in  agricultural  and  mill- 
ing machinery,  however,  it  is  hoped  that  next  year  the  posts  in  Texas  and 
New  Mexico  may  be  supplied  by  purchase  from  the  millers  of  the  country. 

The  Commissary -General  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  it  is  necessary 
to  purchase  and  ship  supplies  for  the  posts  on  the  Upper  Missouri  and 
Yellowstone  Rivers  before  the  1st  of  July  of  each  year.  As  the  present 
appropriation  is  only  sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  current  fiscal  year, 
he  recommends  that  for  this  purpose  $300,000  of  the  next  appropriation 
be  made  available  from  the  passage  of  the  act. 

The  same  difficulties  have  been  met  in  the  Subsistence  as  in  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  with  the  claims  under  the  act  of  July  4, 
1864.  During  the  current  year,  owing  to  the  reduction  of  clerical  force, 
the  examination  of  these  claims  in  the  Commissary-General's  Office  will, 
of  necessity,  be  entirely  suspended.  I  strongly  recommend,  as  before 
stated,  that  all  claims  under  the  act  of  July  4,  1864,  be  transferred  to 
the  Southern  Claims  Commission. 

MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

The  report  of  the  Surgeon-General  contains  a  statement  of  the 
financial  condition  of  his  Department  on  July  1,  1876.  The  health  of 
the  Army  during  the  year  has  been  good,  and  the  mortality  from  disease 
(8  per  1,000  of  mean  strength)  unusually  small.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  number  of  deaths  from  wounds  has  been  exceptionally  large, 
(15  per  1,000.)  The  mortality  from  disease  among  the  white  and  colored 
troops  has  been  about  the  same.  During  the  summer  and  autumn  of 
1875,  yellow  fever  appeared  at  four  garrisons  along  the  coast.  The 
troops  were  promptly  moved,  and  the  contagion  was  checked.  There 
were  in  all  61  cases  and  29  deaths  from  this  disease.*'  During  the  pres- 
ent season  no  cases  have  yet  been  reported. 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  great  amount  of  labor  required  of  the  Rec- 
ord and  Pension  division  of  this  Department  and  the  totally  inadequate 
clerical  force  to  perform  it.  During  the  past  year  more  than  25,000  offi- 
cial applications  for  information  were  made  upon  this,  division ;  with 
the  present  clerical  force  these  letters  must  wait  nine  months  before 
they  can  be  answered,  and  the  business  is  every  year  falling  still  further 
behind.  This  causes  great  distress  to  the  claimants  for  the  benefit  of 
the  very  liberal  pension  laws. 

The  Army  Medical  Museum  and   Library  have  been  increased  in 
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specimens  and  volumes  daring  the  past  year,  and  their  great  valae 
has  still  farther  attracted  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession  in  this 
country  and  abroad.  The  manuscript  of  the  subject  catalogue  of  the 
library  is  in  such  a  state  of  forwardness  that  it  can  readily  be  furnished  to 
the  printer,  and  I  recommend  that  Congress  authorize  its  publication  by 
the  Government  Printer.  During  the  year  a  second  edition  of  5,000 
copies  of  Part  1  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  History  of  the  War  was 
issued.  The  second  surgical  volume  of  the  same  work  was  also  pub- 
lished, and  various  professional  papers  of  minor  importance. 

PAY  DEPARTMENT. 

The  report  of  the  Paymaster-General  contains  numerous  recom- 
mendations as  to  the  organization  of  Pay  Department;  all  of  which 
have  been  brought  before  the  commission  on  Army  re-organization, 
and  will  receive  due  attention.  He  also  recommends  that  mileage  be 
restored  to  10  cents  a  mile,  instead  of  8  cents  as  now  provided  by  act 
of  24th  July,  1876,  and  that  the  prohibition  as  to  **  free  roads  "  be 
rescinded.  This  act  forbids  mileage  to  be  paid  ''  on  any  railroad  on 
which  the  troops  of  the  United  States  are  entitled  to  be  transported 
free  of  charge."  On  these  roads  officers  are  obliged  to  obtain  transpor- 
tation-orders from  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  but  these  only 
cover  the  railroad  fare,  which,  as  is  well  known,  is  only  a  portion  of 
the  actual  expenses  of  travel.  The  remaining  expenses  must  be  borne 
by  the  officer  himself.  It  is  hoped  that  this  injustice  will  be  corrected, 
and  that  the  mileage  rate  may  be  increased  to  10  cents,  as  8  cents  a 
mile  is  not,  as  a  rule,  sufficient  to  cover  the  expenses  of  travel  west  of 
the  Mississippi  River,  where  the  greater  portion  of  the  Army  is  sta- 
tioned. 

The  soldiers'  deposits  during  the  year  aggregated  nearly  half  a  mill- 
ion of  dollars.  The  success  of  this  scheme  of  a  Government  sav- 
ings-bank for  the  benefit  of  the  soldiers,  and  its  excellent  effect  upon 
the  morale  of  the  Army,  induce  me  to  give  my  hearty  support  to  the 
annuity  scheme,  particularly  at  this  time,  when  the  news  of  the  disaster 
to  Custer's  command  is  still  fresh  in  our  minds,  and  when  we  have 
seen  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army  generously  subscribe  a  purse 
of  $10,000  for  the  benefit  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  their  comrades 
slain  in  that  battle.  This  subject  has  long  been  studied  by  intelligent 
Army  officers,  and  its  entire  feasibility  has  been  demonstrated;  it  en- 
tails no  risk  or  expense  on  the  part  of  the  Government,  and  imposes 
no  arbitrary  obligations  on  the  officer  unless  he  voluntarily  purchases  an 
annuity.  An  outline  of  the  project  will  be  found  in  the  Paymaster- 
General's  report,  ai^d  the  draught  of  an  act  tojestablish  the  annuity-fund 
is  now  being  considered  by  the  commission  on  Army  re  organization 
It  is  hoped  that  this  project,  which  has  met  with  nothing  but  favorable 
comments  from  all  who  have  investigated  it,  and  which  was  commended 
bv  the  President  in  his  last  annual  message,  may  at  this  session  be 
enacted  into  a  law. 
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ing  full  information  on  this  subject,  will  be  found  in  the  third  volume 
of  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  also  approve  of  the  recommendations  of  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  for 
liberal  appropriations  for  the  Rock  Island  Arsenal,  which  I  personally 
visited  during  the  autumn,  and  with  the  importance  of  which  I  was 
much  impressed ;  also  for  an  adequate  appropriation  for  the  manufact- 
ure of  small-arms.  Under  the  present  inadequate  appropriation  we  shall 
have  in  reserve  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year  only  10,000  breech-loading 
arms  of  the  latest  pattern,  and  will  be  unable  to  meet  the  demands 
from  the  States  and  Territories  for  their  quotas  under  existing  laws. 
The  Chief  of  Ordnance  also  recommends  the  establishment  of  a  pow- 
der depot  and  mills,  and  states  that  the  annual  deteriorations  of  gun- 
powder stored  in  our  forts  is  12  per  cent.,  and  the  prevention  of  this 
deterioration  would  in  a  fe^  years  more  than  repay  the  expenses  of 
establishing  a  suitable  depot  for  its  preservation. 

Under  the  head  of  armament  of  fortifications  there  is  an  estimate  of 
$950,000.  I  submit  this  without  remark,  leaving  it  to  Congress  to  de- 
termine whether  it  shall  be  the  policy  to  spend  so  large  a  sum  to  arm 
our  fortifications,  in  view  of  the  possible  change  and  improvements  in 
large  guns.  It  is,  however,  notorious  that  our  forts  are  not  properly 
armed,  and  that  guns  cannot  be  procured  in  an  emergency.  The  con- 
version of  the  smooth-bore  guns  into  8-inch  rifles  has  progressed  satis- 
factorily. The  coiled  wrought-iron  tubes  used  in  the  conversion  have 
been  imported,  but  a  trial  of  a  gun  with  a  tube  of  domestic  manufac- 
ture has  given  the  best  results,  and  proved  conclusively  that  our 
product  is  equal  to  the  imported,  notwithstanding  the  long  experience 
in  such  work  in  English  shops.  Dependence  can  now  be  placed  in  the 
private  enterprise  and  skill  of  our  own  people  for  the  tubes  for  8-inch 
rifles,  and  in  the  preparations  of  guns  of  that  nature.  It  is  thought 
that  the  same  system  can  be  applied  to  converting  the  larger  smooth- 
bores into  10-inch  and  12  inch  rifles,  and  experiments  are  now  in  prog- 
ress looking  to  that  end ;  and  if  sufficient  funds  are  provided,  experi- 
ments will  also  be  instituted  with  the  object  of  converting  the  smooth- 
bores into  breech-loading  rifles. 

SIGNAL  SERVICE. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  Signal-Oflicer  contains  a  great  deal  of  infor- 
mation that  is  interesting  to  the  public  at  large,  as  well  as  a  large  mass 
of  data  useful  for  scientific  and  statistical  purposes. 

As  at  present  organized,  there  are  145  stations,  in  charge  of  enlisted 
men,  educated  for  the  purpose  at  Fort  Whipple,  from  which  telegraphic 
reports  of  observations  are  received,  in  addition  to  the  reports  received 
from  the  Dominion  of  Canada.  From  these  reports  tridaily  forecasts  or 
"probabilities''  are  made  in  the  central  oflice,  and  furnished  the  press 
and  distributing-stations  in  one  hour  and  forty  minutes.  Of  these  prob- 
abilities 88.3  per  cent,  are  verified ;  they  reach  one-third  of  the  house- 
holds of  the  United  States. 
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Next  in  importance  to  the  "probabilities"  are  the  cautionary  signals, 
displayed,  when  necessary,  by  day  and  night  at  forty-eight  of  the  prin- 
cipal port«  of  the  sea  and  lake  coasts.  Of  these  cautionary  signals  77 
per  cent,  have  been  "justified;"  i.  e.,  the  wind  has,  in  fact,  attained 
such  violence  as  to  make  it  dangerous  for  vessels  to  be  abroad  ;  and  in 
no  case  has  a  great  storm  swept  over  any  considerable  number  of  ports 
without  pre-announcement. 

The  "  farmers'  bulletins"  are  made  up  of  the  "  probabilities,"  and 
are  posted  daily  in  nearly  seven  thousand  post-offices  at  11  a.  m.,  or  ten 
hours  after  leaving  the  central  office.  They  contain  much  information 
of  use  to  the  agricultural  community,  such  as  the  direction  of  the  winds, 
which  for  a  certain  locality  in  a  certain  month  are  more  likely  to  be 
followed  by  rains  than  others,  &c. 

The  "river  reports"  are  published  daily,  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
'*  probabilities,"  and  give  the  depth  of  certain  western  rivers  at  certain 
points;  also  notice  of  an  approaching  dangerous  rise. 

Finally,  the  "  canal  reports,"  announcing  temperatures  likely  to  affect 
canal  commerce,  are  issued  at  the  season  of  closing  navigation. 

In  addition  to  these  various  reports  of  immediate  practical  importance, 
the  Chief  Signal-Officer  is  collecting  a  large  mass  of  data  for  the  study 
of  meteorology.  By  the  operation  of  the  proposition  of  the  Meteoro- 
logical Congress  at  Vienna,  in  1873,  daily  simultaneous  observations 
are  now  made  at  points  in  nearly  every  country  in  Europe,  and  in  Al- 
giers, Japan,  Sandwich  Islands,  and  South  America.  These  are  inter- 
changed semi-monthly;  and  it  only  needs  the  co-operation  of  naval  and 
other  vessels  to  be  able  to  prepare  a  series  of  daily  charts  exhibiting 
the  meteorological  conditions  at  the  same  instant  of  time  throughout  the 
whole  globe. 

The  seacoast  service  of  the  Signal-Service  has  been  continued  during 
the  year,  and  by  means  of  telegraph-lines  running  along  the  most  dan- 
gerous parts  of  the  coasts  has  rendered  valuable  assistance  to  vessels 
in  distress,  and  also  has  communicated  weather  reports  to  the  central 
office.  The  telegraph-lines  in  the  interior,  in  Arizona,  New  Mexico,  and 
Texas,  aggregating  a  length  of  about  2,500  miles,  have  been  success- 
fully operated. 

The  success  of  this  Signal  Service,  after  more  than  six  years  of  trial, 
is  now  an  assured  fact,  and  the  time  has  come  when  its  organization 
should  be  made  permanent,  and  not,  as  now,  subject  to  the  vicissitudes 
of  other  military  necessities  in  the  detail  and  relief  of  acting  signal- 
officers. 

It  is  earnestly  recommended  that  the  bill  which  passed  the  Senate  at 
tiie  last  session  may  become  a  law. 

THE  MILITARY  ACADBMY 

has  maintained  during  the  past  year,  under  the  able  superintendence  of 
Col.  Thomas  H.  Buger,  its  high  standard  of  efficiency  and  discipiVmQ. 
Forty-eight  cadets  were  graduated  in  Jane  last,  and  the  present  uumbet 
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at  the  academy  is  three  hundred  and  six.  The  report  of  the  board  of 
visitors  is  submitted  herewith.  It  contains  numeroas  recommendations 
for  changes  in  the  coarse  of  study,  concerning  which  I  am  not  now  pre- 
pared to  make  any  recommendations.  All  reports  tend  to  the  opinion 
that  the  academy  has  never  been  in  more  efficient  condition  than  at  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  year. 

In  September  last  Colonel  Buger  was  relieved  from  duty,  after  five 
years'  service  as  superintendent,  and  was  succeeded  by  Maj.  Gen.  John 
M.  Schofield. 

The  estimates  for  the  next  year,  which  are  submitted  herewith,  con- 
template the  continuation  of  work  on  the  cadets'  hospital  and  the 
system  of  sewerage;  both  are  most  urgently  neede4  from  sanitary 
reasons. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

During  the  past  year  work  has  progressed  upon  the  east  wing  of  the 
new  building  for  the  State,  War,  and  Navy  Departments.  Estimates 
for  its  completion  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  Colonel  Babcock,  sub- 
mitted herewith.  It  is  most  urgently  recommended  that  liberal  appro- 
priations be  made  for  this  building,  and  that  they  be  available  from  the 
passage  of  the  act.  In  this  way  part  of  the  east  wing  may  be  used  to 
temporarily  accommodate  the  War  Department  during  the  coming 
summer,  and  the  present  War  Department  building  be  removed  in  order 
to  begin  the  foundation  of  the  north  wing.  If  the  appropriations  are 
limited,  the  north  wing  will  be  delayed  one  year,  and  additional  expense 
thus  incurred. 

The  report  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  the  Soldiers'  Home 
shows  that  the  finances  of  that. institution  are  in  a  flourishing  condi- 
tion ;  also  that  the  number  of  inmates  is  increasing  from  year  to  year, 
and  that  no  pains  are  spared  consistent  with  reasonable  economy  for  the 
welfare  and  happiness  of  the  inmates. 

As  required  by  the  act  of  March  3,  1875,  the  progress  on  the  works 
for  the  improvement  of  the  South  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  Biver,  under 
James  B.  Eads  and  his  associates,  has  been  inspected  and  reported 
upon  from  time  to  time  by  Maj.  C.  B.  Comstock,  the  officer  detailed  for 
that  purpose  under  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  his  reports  have  been 
published  by  Congress.  His  last  report,  showing  the  condition  of  the 
works  on  the  17th  of  August,  is  transmitted  herewith.  It  shows  that 
the  maximum  draught  of  water  which  could  be  taken  through  the  chan- 
nel between  the  jetties  on  that  date  was  19^-^^  feet ;  but  that  there  was 
a  shoal  at  the  head  of  the  pass  through  which  only  13^  feet  could  be 
taken.  Another  survey  is  in  progress  at  the  present  time,  and  Major 
Comstock  telegraphs,  under  date  of  November  18th,  that  a  draught  of 
20^  feet  can  now  be  carried  through  between  the  jetties,  but  that  for  over 
2,000  feet  of  its  length  this  channel  is  not  200  feet  in  width,  as  required  by 
law ;  and  that  at  the  head  of  the  pass  there  is  a  channel  from  30  to  90 
feet  wide  through  which  18J  feet  can  be  taken. 
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The  full  report  of  this  snrvey  will  be  presented  to  Congress  as  soon 
as  received. 

The  question  has  been  raised  whether,  under  the  provisions  of  the  law, 
the  first  payment  should  be  made  after  obtaining  a  depth  of  twenty 
feet  of  water  between  the  jetties  at  the  mouth  of  the  pass,  or  whether 
the  law  required  the  same  depth  to  be  obtained  through  the  shoal  at 
the  head  of  the  pass,  which  shoal,  it  was  claimed,  was  in  the  Missis- 
appi  River  and  not  in  the  South  Pass.     In  order  to  assist  me  in  forming 
i  judgment  upon  this  question,  I  have  assembled,  with  the  approval  of 
the  President,  a  commission,  consisting  of  Colonels  Barnard,  Wright, 
and  Alexander,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  and  have  directed  them  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  South  Pass  and  make  a  thorough  examination  of  the  works 
there.     I  have  referred  to  them  the  question  of  the  interpretation  of  the 
words  "average  flood-tide,'' (as  used  in  the  act,)  from  which  all  measure- 
ments of  dei>th  are  to  be  determined ;  and  have  also  asked  them  to  re- 
port upon  "  the  permanency  with  which  the  said  jetties  and  auxiliary 
works  are  being  constructed.'' 

The  report  of  this  commission  has  just  been  received  and  is  submitted 
herewith.  Their  opinion  is  substantially  that,  when  Eads  and  his  asso- 
ciates have  secured  a  channel  twenty  feet  in  depth  and  two  hundred  feet 
in  width  at  the  mouth  of  the  pass^  the  United  States  are  bound  under 
the  law  to  pay  them  $500,000;  but  that  on^their  ]>(irt,  unless  Eads  and 
his  associates  secure  a  depth  of  twenty  feet  entirely  through  the  pass 
before  the  3d  of  September,  1877,  Congress  may  revoke  their  grant. 
This  seems  to  me  a  perfectly  equitable  proposition  both  for  the  United 
States  and  for  Eads  and  bis  associates ;  but,  in  order  that  there  may  be 
no  question  on  either  side  in  a  matter  involving  so  large  an  expenditure 
of  Dioney,  1  have  submitted  the  case  to  the  Attorney  General  for  his 
opinion  whether  this  proposition  would  be  strictly  in  accordance  with 
the  law.  Should  this  view  be  sustained  by  the  Attorney -General,  it  is 
my  doty  to  notify  Congress  that  $500,000  will  probably  be  required  to 
make  first  payments  to  Eads  and  his  associates  on  or  before  February, 
1877,  and  the  sum  of  $1,000,000  may  possibly  be  required  for  further 
payments  during  the  next  fiscal  year.  The  commission  reports  on 
the  question  of  "  average  flood-tide  "  that  the  previous  interpretation  is 
sabstautially  correct,  and  that  the  zero  on  the  United  States  engineers' 
gauge  is  a  correct  datum  from  which  to  measure  depths  ;  also  that  the 
works  are  being  constructed  essentially  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of 
the  act,  adding  this  proviso : 

We  have  already  remarked  that  we  deem  not  only  an  enlargement  of  section  bnt  a 
large  application  of  stone  to  be^  essential  to  the  secnrity  of  the  jetties,  their  sea 
ends  especially ;  and  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  enlargement  of  section  at  the 
aea-ends  and  consolidation  throughout  by  the  application  of  stone  shonld  be  under- 
taken at  once,  and  a  reasonable  progress  therein  be  made  the  condition  of  the  second 
and  all  future  payments. 

This  suggestion  will  be  adhered  to. 
2  w 
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Good  progress  has  been  made  upon  the  examination  of  the  rebel 
archives  and  the  publication  of  the  official  records  of  the  war  of  the 
rebellion.  The  work  thus  far  accomplished  may  be  summarized  as  a 
multiplication  (by  printing)  of  the  copies  of  documents  on  file,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  readily  examined  and  be  safe  from  loss  by  fire.  No 
report  or  document  of  any  kind,  which  by  any  possibility  can  be  useful 
for  historical  research,  is  omitted.  Thtiy  are  arranged  in  chronological 
order,  printed  aud  compared  with  the  originals  with  great  care,  and 
then  bound  in  volumes  of  suitable  size.  They  are  arranged  into  various 
classes,  and  up  to  date  have  progressed  as  follows : 

UNITED  STATES. 

Report's  of  operatioDS 7  volumes,  to  July     10,  1862. 

Adjutant-Grenerars  Office  correspoDdence.-. 3  volumed,  to  March  31, 1862. 

War  Department,  letters  received I  volume,   to  Dec.     18, 1861. 

War  Department,  letters  sent 1  volume,   to  Dec.     28, 1861. 

War  Department,  telegrams  recei ved 6  volumes,  to  April  23, 1865. 

War  Department,  telegrams  sent , 4  volumes,  to  May     28, 1865, 

General-in-Chief,  telegrams,  3  volumes,  published  alphabetically  as  far  as  letter  S. 
Summary  of  military  operations  reported  on  United  States  returns,  1  volume,  1861. 

CONFBDRKATE  STATES. 

Reports  of  operations. 1  volume,  to  Dec.  31, 1861. 

War  Department,  letters  received 1  volume,  to  Dec.  31, 1861. 

War  Department,  letters  sent 1  volume,  to  Dec.  31, 1861. 

War  Department,  telegrams  received 1  volume,  to  Dec.  31, 1861. 

War  Department,  telegrams  sent 1  volume,  to  Dec.  31, 1861. 

Miscellaneous,  general  and  special  orders 1  volume,  to  Dec.  31, 1861. 

Adjutant  and  inspector-general,  telegrams  sent 1  volume,  to  Dec.  31, 1861. 

Troops  tendered  to  confederate  war  department 1  volume,  to  Dec.  31, 1861. 

It  is  believed  that  during  the  present  session  of  Congress  the  Depart- 
ment will  be  in  a  position  to  submit,  in  a  compact  and  complete  form^ 
so  far  as  the  data  in  its  possession  will  admit,  the  war  records  of  the 
Confederate  States  for  1860  and  1861,  and  perhaps  also  a  portion  or  all 
of  those  of  the  Federal  Government  for  the  same  period.  It  is  known 
that  voluminous  confederate  records  are  in  the  hands  of  State  and  pri- 
vate societies  and  individuals,  to  obtain  which  repeated  efforts  have 
been  made.  They  are  of  very  great  importance,  and  attention  is  invited 
to  the  necessity  of  legislation  that  will  enable  the  Government  to  ob- 
tain possession  of  the  originals  or  of  duly  authenticated  copies. 

It  is  my  duty  to  report  that  the  Brady  collection  of  war  views,  pur- 
chased by  Congress  for  $25,000,  are  gradually  becoming  valueless 
through  the  deterioration  and  destruction  of  the  sensitized  surfaces  of 
the  negatives.  I  recommend  that  the  Secretary  of  War  be  authorized 
to  devote  a  portion  of  the  appropriation  for  publishing  the  rebellion 
records  to  the  preservation  of  these  pictures  of  battle-fields,  fortifica- 
tions, and  other  military  scenes,  which  will  be  invaluable  as  Illustrations 
of  the  work  now  in  hand. 
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As  required  bylaw,  I  visited  the  military  prison  at  Fort  Leaveoworth 
daring  the  month  of  8eptemt>er.  This  prison  has  now  completed  the 
first  year  of  its  exist«Dce  as  a  distinct  institution,  and  the  result  cod- 
finns  the  wisdom  of  the  plan  of  confining  prisoners  serving  long  terms 
in  one  place,  and  atiliziug  their  labor  for  the  benefit  of  the  Government. 
Afbll  statement  of  its  affairs  will  be  found  in  the  Adjntant-Oeneral'a 
teport,  and  attention  is  invited  to  the  urgent  necessity  for  a  proper  bos- 
pital-buildiug,  for  which  an  estimate  of  $12,U00  is  submitted.  The  pres- 
ent urraDgements,  by  which  the  sick  are  treated  in  the  basement  of 
the  prison,  are  so  defective,  that  sbonld  an  epidemic  break  out  it  would 
be  impossible  lo  prevent  it  from  spreading  throughout  the  whole  body 
of  prisoners. 

Id  the  Centennial  Exhibition  in  Philadelphia,  the  War  Department 
took  part  as  an  exhibitor  in  connection  with  the  other  Executive  de- 
partments in  the  Government  building.  The  Ordnance,  Eugineer,  Sig- 
nal, Qnartermaster,  and  Medical  Bureaus  were  all  represented  by  mod- 
els, machinery,  drawings,  and  instraments  pertaining  to  their  special 
dnties  and  labors,  and  there  was  in  addition  a  large  display  of  war  ma- 
terial of  all  kinds.  The  exhibit  was  well  arranged,  and  refiects  great 
credit  upon  the  officers  in  charge,  who  have  been  unremitting  in  their 
labors  to  make  the  contribution  of  this  Government  one  that  should  be 
worthy  of  its  dignity  and  importance  among  nations.  In  addition  to 
the  efforts  of  the  War  Department  as  a  contributor,  a  number  of  its 
officers  have  been  present  as  instructed  spectators,  and  have  been 
ebarged  with  making  thorough  scientific  examinations  and  reports 
DpoQ  the  display  made  by  other  nations  in  the  line  of  their  specialty. 
These  reports  are  now  preparing,  accompanied  with  illustrated  cata- 
lofnes  and  descriptions,  and  will  be  presented  to  Congress  by  the  board 
appointed  by  the  President  on  behalf  of  the  Executive  Departments. 
J.  D.  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 


/ 
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THE   GENERAL  OF  THE  ARMY 


Headquarters  of  the  Army, 

Wa^hhtgion,  D.  C,  November  10,  1876. 

Sir:  At  the  date  of  my  last  annual  report,  November  2,  1875,  the 
headquarters  of  the  Array  were  at  Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  but  by  General  Or- 
ders ^o.  28,  April  6,  1876,  they  were  transferred  back  to  Washington, 
onder  the  administration  of  your  immediate  predecessor,  Hon.  A.  Taft. 
I  beg  to  record  my  thanks  to  him  and  yourself  for  the  most  liberal  sup- 
port in  the  execution  of  my  office. 

In  November  last  the  territory  of  the  United  States  was  divided  into 
four  grand  military  divisions,  commanded  by  the  Lieutenant-Geueral 
aod  the  three  major-generals  of  the  Army ;  but  on  the  1st  day  of  July, 
1876,  the  President  designated  Maj.  Gen.  J.  M.  Schofield  to  succeed 
Col.  and  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  T.  H.  Ruger  as  Superintendent  of  the  United 
States  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  on  the  expiration  of  his  term, 
September  1.  Accordingly  Maj.  Gen.  Irvin  McDowell  was  detailed  to 
sacceed  General  Scholield  in  the  command  of  the  Division  of  the  Pacific, 
and  that  of  the  South  was  made  a  department  and  added  to  the  Division 
of  the  Atlantic ;  therefore  at  this  time  there  are  but  three  military 
divisions — Missouri,  Atlantic,  and  Pacific. 

By  the  assignment  of  Major-General  Schofield  to  the  superintendency 
of  the  Military  Academy,  that  institution  is  raised  to  a  command  equal 
to  that  of  a  division,  and  West  Point  should  rightfully  constitute  a  mil- 
itary department,  so  that  its  Superintendent,  as  the  commanding  gen- 
eral of  a  department,  may  exercise  all  the  powers  and  functions  of  such 
commander,  especially  to  order  general  courts-martial,  to  approve  or 
disapprove  their  findings,  and  to  execute  all  sentences  not  specially  re- 
served by  the  Articles  of  War  to  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War. 
The  Military  Academy,  in  addition  to  its  well-established  character  as  a 
literary  and  scientific  school,  should  form  the  model  for  an  army,  and 
the  habits  of  the  youth  trained  therein  should  be  in  exact  accordance 
with  what  experience  has  demonstrated  to  be  necessary  for  the  efficient 
government  of  an  army  in  the  field. 

At  the  '*  Polytechnic"  of  Paris  a  general  of  artillery  is  the  head  ;  at 
Metz,  a  general  of  brigade;  at  St.  Cyr,  a  brigadier-general.  In  Prussia, 
where  military  education  is  nearly  universal,  the  National  War  Acad- 
emy, at  Berlin,  which  corresponds  with  ours  at  West  Point,  is  presided 
over  by  a  lieutenant-general,  and,  generally,  throughout  Europe  the 
most  renowned  and  exalted  of  their  general  officers  are  chosen  to  pre- 
side over  the  education  of  their  youth  ;  so  that  I  deem  it  a  matter  worthy 
of  special  mention  that  General  Schofield,  with  his  consent,  has  been 
placed  at  the  head  of  our  National  Academy,  and  under  his  admmft- 
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tration  I  am  sure  it  will  take  rank  among  the  first  educational  estab- 
lishments of  the  world. 

A  special  reason  why  a  geueral  oflBcer  should  occupy  this  post  is,  that 
he  is  common  to  all  nrms  of  service,  and  not  subject  to  the  doubt  which 
naturally  attaches  to  a  field  officer  of  the  general  staff,  of  artillery,  cav- 
alry, or  infantry,  who  is  inclined,  naturally,  to  favor  his  own  corps  or 
arm  of  service. 

In  order  to  exhibit  fully  the  exact  condition  of  the  Army,  I  submit 
the  followiug  tables,  which  have  been  compiled  at  the  office  of  the  Ad- 
jutant General : 

Ist.  Table  giving  the  present  legal  organization  of  the  Army,  marked 
A. 

2d.  General  return  of  the  actual  strength  of  the  Army,  as  compiled 
from  last  reports,  marked  B. 

3d.  Statement  exhibiting  the  positions  and  distribution  of  the  troops 
serving  in  the  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  marked  O. 

4th.  Statement  exhibiting  the  positions  and  distribution  of  the  troops 
serving  in  the  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  marked  D. 

5th.  Statement  exhibiting  the  positions  and  distribution  of  Mie  troops 
serving  in  the  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific,  marked  E. 

Since  the  compilation  of  these  papers  many  changes  have  occurred 
in  the  location  of  troops;  still  they  exhibit  the  normal  condition  of  affairs. 
By  the  annual  appropriation  bill  approved  July  24,  1876,  the  limit  of 
enlisted  men  was  re-enacted  at  25,000 ;  yet  a  proviso  permitted  the  re- 
cruitment of  the  "  cavalry  "  up  to  one  hundred  men  per  company,  '*  to 
be  kept  as  near  as  practicable  at  that  number,"  and  ''  a  sufficient  force 
of  cavalry  shall  be  employed  in  the  defense  of  the  Mexican  and  Indian 
frontier  of  Texas."  To  fulfill  the  requirements  of  this  law  literally 
would  necessitate  12,000  enlisted  men  for  the  ten  cavalry  regiments,  and, 
further,  deducting  2,500  for  recruiting,  general  service,  and  necessary- 
detachments,  would  leave  only  10,500  for  the  thirty  regiments  of  artil- 
lery and  infantry,  or  about  thirty  men  to  a  company — practically  less 
than  twenty-five — a  number  entirely  too  small  for  efficient  service. 
Subsequently,  however,  by  the  act  approved  August  15,  1876,  Congress 
provided  for  an  additional  2,500  enlisted  men,  which  were  absolutely 
required  to  admit  of  the  increase  of  the  cavalry  arm,  as  provided  for 
in  the  first-cited  statute.  Under  this  act  recruitment,  for  the  cavalry 
arm  especially,  has  been  stimulated  so  that  at  this  time  the  military 
establishment  consists  of — 

General  officers 11 

Aids-de-camp,  (not  counted  in  aggregate) 32 

General  8 taflf  officers 368 

Engineers 107 

Ordnance 65 

Signal  officer 1 

Chaplains 30 

Cavalry  officers 419 

Cavalry,  enlisted  men 9,267 

Artillery  officers 279 

Artill«?ry,  enlisted  men 2,563 

Infantry  officers *  871 

Infantry,  enlisted  men 11, 932 

Engineer  Battalion 242 

Permanent  recruiting  parties,  &c 633 

Recruits  at  artillery-scbool 101 

General-service  men,  employed  as  clerks 280 

Ordnance  Department 387 

West  Point  detachment 227 

Hospital-stewards 200 


GENERAL   OF   THE   ARMY.  25 

Ordnance-eergeautfi ^ 112 

Commissary -sergeants 146 

Indian  scouts - 214 

Available  recruits ". 55 

Prison-guards  at  Fort  Leavenworth 61 

Total 28,571 

of  which  2,151  are  oflBcers,  and  26,420  are  eulisted  meu  ;  so  that  the 
aggre^te  nuraber  of  enlisted  men  has  not  yet  reached  the  lawful  limit 
of  27,500. 

Enlistments  have  recently  been  checked  in  all  branches  of  the  service 
except  cavalry,  and  extreme  care  will  be  taken  that  in  no  event  shall 
the  legal  limit  be  passed.  It  is  well  known  that  no  military  force  can 
be  kept  up  to  the  full  legal  standard,  and  that  the  combatant  force 
always  falls  far  below  the  paper  organization.    This  now  consists  of — 

Cavalry,  officers  and  men 9,686 

Artillery,  officers  and  men 2, 842 

Infantry,  officers  and  men 12, 80'S 

Aggregate 25,331 

all  of  whom  are  as  actively  employed  as  though  war  existed.  For  a 
more  complete  understanding  of  these  figures  I  refer  you  to  the  state- 
ment, herewith, showing  ihe  organization  and  distribution  of  the  enlisted 
men  of  the  Regular  Army,  compiled  from  official  returns  received  up  to 
October  31, 1876,  marked  F. 

As  before  explained,  the  territory  of  the  United  States  is  divided  into 
three  military  divisions,  viz,  of  the  Missouri,  Atlantic,  and  Pacific. 

The  Division  of  the  Missouri  embraces  the  States  and  Territories 
bordering  on  the  Mississippi  and  Missouri  Rivers,  extending  westward 
80  as  to  include  substantially  the  entire  Rocky  Mountain  chain,  is  com- 
manded by  Lieut.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan,  with  his  headquarters  in  Chi- 
cago, and  is  composed  of  five  separate  Departments  : 

1st  That  of  Dakota,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry,  with 
headquarters  at  Saint  Paul. 

2d.  That  of  the  Platte,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  George  Crook,  with 
headquarters  at  Omaha. 

3d.  That  of  Missouri^  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  John  Pope,  with 
headquarters  at  Fort  Leavenworth. 

4th.  That  of  Texas,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Ord,  with 
headquarters  at  San  Antonio. 

5th.  That  of  the  Gulf,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  O.  C.  Auffur,  with 
headquarters  at  New  Orleans. 

The  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic  embraces  the  States  which 
border,  or  are  near,  the  Atlantic  coast;  is  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  W. 
S.  Hancock,  with  his  headquarters  at  New  York  City,  and  is  com- 
pa<ied  of — 

1st.  The  former  Departments  of  the  Lakes  and  East. 

2d.  The  Department  of  the  South,  commanded  by  Col.  T.  H.  Ruger, 
brevet  brigadier  general,  with  headquarters  at  Atlanta. 

The  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific  embraces  the  States  and  Terri- 
tories which  border  on,  or  are  near,  the  Pacific  coast,  is  commanded  by 
Maj.  Gen.  Irvin  McDowell,  with  his  headquarters  in  San  Francisco,  and 
is  composed  of  three  Departments: 

Ist.  That  of  the  Columbia,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard, 
with  headquarters  at  Portland,  Oregon. 

2d.  That  of  California,  commanded  by  Maj.  Gen.  Irvin  McDowell^ 
with  headquarters  in  San  Francisco. 
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3d.  That  of  Arizona,  commauded  by  Col.  A.  V.  Kaatz,  brevet  major- 
general,  with  headqaarters  at  Prescott. 

By  this  subdivision  of  territory  e^iery  foot  of  the  country  is  under 
the  supervision  of  a  general  officer,  near  at  hand,  with  a  part  of  the 
Army,  proportioned  to  the  supposed  necessity,  to  maintain  order  and 
peace,  whereby  the  settlement  of  the  country  may  progress  and  the 
civil  officers  be  enabled  to  enforce  the  laws  of  the  United  States.  I 
herewith  submit  the  annual  reports  of  all  the  division  and  depart- 
ment commanders  as  far  as  received,  and  to  them  refer  for  the  more 
minute  details  of  events  which  have  occurred  therein  during  the  past 
year.  From  these  if  will  appear  that  a  remarkable  state  of  peace  has 
been  maint^iined  among  the  Indian  tribes  of  the  Pacific  States  and 
Territories.  At  one  time  the  removal  of  the  Chirichua  Indians  in 
Arizona  to  a  place  selected  for  them  by  the  Indian  agent,  on  the  San 
Carlos  reservation,  threatened  serious  hostilities,  but  by  the  prompt 
action  of  General  Kautz,  with  parts  of  the  6th  Cavalry  and  8th  In- 
fantry, the  removal  was  effected  without  serious  results. 

In  the  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic  there  are  no  hostile  Indians, 
but  the  troops  have  been  actively  employed  in  aiding  the  United  States 
marshals  in  enforcing  the  revenue  laws,  and  in  protecting  the  weak 
against  the  prejudices  of  the  strong  in  the  frequent  cases  of  civil 
elections.  These  duties  call  for  the  highest  qualities  of  firmness  and 
prudence,  and  I  am  sure  the  behavior  of  the  troops  in  every  instance 
has  commanded  the  respect  of  all  men.  The  care  and  preservation  of 
public  property  and  of  the  sea-coast  forts  is  a  chief  duty  of  the  troops 
in  this  division,  but  the  reports  of  the  chief  of  engineers  and  of  ord- 
nance will  better  describe  their  actual  condition  than  I  am  able  to  do 
from  any  reports  that  reach  me. 

The  chief  military  events  of  the  year  have  transpired  in  the  Military 
Division  of  the  Missouri,  where  a  state  of  actual  war  has  existed  for 
many  years,  and  still  continues.  I  am  not  yet  in  possession  of  General 
Sheridan's  annual  report,  but,  in  anticipation  of  its  receipt,  will  en- 
deavor to  give  a  concise  account  of  some  of  the  chief  events  as  gathered 
from  reports  and  letters  that  were  received  during  their  progress.  In 
the  Department  of  the  Gulf  the  troops  under  General  Augur  have  been 
shifted  from  place  to  place,  in  aid  of  the  civil  authorities,  under  the 
same  state  of  facts  as  is  hereinbefore  referred  to  in  the  Department  of 
the  South,  with  similar  results,  and  have  always  used  their  power  with 
consummate  discretion  and  good  judgment. 

On  the  Texas  frontier,  especially  the  Mexican  border,  has  long 
existed  an  unsatisfactory  condition  of  affairs.  Civil  war  has  existed 
in  the  border  Mexican  States,  and  each  faction  has  at  times  sought 
asylum  on  this  side  the  Rio  Grande ;  but  from  General  Ord's  letters  and 
reports,  there  seems  to  be  an  organized  system  of  robbery  by  small 
bands  of  Mexicans  and  Indians,  who  cross  to  the  Texas  side,  commit 
murders,  steal  horses,  cattle,  &c.,  and  escape  back  with  their  stolen 
property  to  the  other  side,  where  they  are  comparatively  safe  from 
pursuit  by  our  troops,  w  ho  rarely  hear  of  the  raid  till  it  is  too  late  to 
intercept  it.  I  believe  no  one  supposes  the  authorities  of  the  national  * 
government  of  Mexico  can  be  privy  to  this  nefarious  business,  and  it 
is  probably  carried  on  in  spite  of  the  better  people  on  both  sides  of  the 
border.  There  are  now  in  Texas  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  the  Sth 
and  10th,  wbich  will  be  filled  up  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the  maximum 
standard;  also,  three  regiments  of  infantry — 10th,  24th,  and  25th — 
which  are  necessarily  very  small  under  existing  laws.  Still  I  hope  with 
increased  activity  these  troops  will  suffice  to  protect  the  border  from 
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the  incursions  which   discourage  settlement,  and  are   otherwise  very 
irritaliug  and  demoralizing. 

In  the  Department  of  Missouri  the  Indians  of  New  Mexico  have 
been  remarkably  good,  and  the  Kiowas,  Comanches,  Cheyennes,  and 
Arapahoe^,  located  on  the  reservation  at  and  near  Port  Sill,  have 
been  exceptionally  quiet  this  summer,  though  requiring,  for  reasonable 
security  to  the  Kansas  frontier,  pretty  strong  garrisons  at  Forts  Sill, 
Elliott,  Dodge,  and  Supply,  and  small  garrisons  along  the  Arkansas 
River  and  the  Kansas  Pacific  Railroad. 

The  chief  events  to  which  I  have  referred  are  those  relating  to  the 
war  with  the  Sioux.  These  Indians  are  the  old  Dacotahs^  who  have 
been  steadily  pushed  westward  by  the  tide  of  settlement,  from  New 
York  and  Canada,  through  Wisconsin,  to  the  great  plains  north  of  the 
Platt^e  and  west  of  the  Missouri  River.  As  Indians  they  claim  absolute 
property  in  the  vast  region  west  of  the  Missouri  River,  as  far  as  they 
could  roam  and  fight  their  way,  by  title  of  conquest.  They  lived  solely 
OD  game,  and  scorned  all  the  arts  and  refinements  of  civilization.  They 
resisted  the  approach  of  all  settlements,  and  opposed  firmly  the  con- 
struction of  the  Great  Pacific  Railway — an  enterprise  of  infinite 
advantage  to  the  national  welfare  and  to  civilization.  As  early  as  1867 
Congress  provided  for  a  peace  commission,  composed  of  four  civilians 
and  three  Army  officers,  to  treat  with  these  Indians,  and  to  arrange, 
according  to  the  then  immemorial  usage  of  the  Government,  a  treaty 
which  would  cause  them  to  cease  their  war  on  the  men  engaged  in 
exploring,  surveying,  and  building  the  Pacific  Railroad  limit,  and  define 
the  territory  to  be  occupied  by  them,  and  lay  the  foundation  for  their 
ultimate  civilization.  I  speak,  as  a  member  of  that  commission,  of  the 
objects  then  deemed  most  pressing  and  essential.  The  commission 
had  to  treat  with  other  tribes  at  the  South,  viz,  the  Cheyennes,  Arapa- 
hoes,  Kiowas,  and  Gomanches ;  were  engaged  for  two  years  in  visiting 
and  conferring  with  these  scattered  bauds,  and,  finally,  in  1868,  con- 
cluded many  treaties,  which  were  the  best  possible  at  that  date,  and 
which  resulted  in  comparative  peace  on  the  plains,  by  defining  clearly 
the  boundaries  to  be  thereafter  occupied  by  the  various  tribes,  with  the 
annuities  in  money,  provisions,  and  goods  to  be  paid  the  Indians  for 
the  relinquishment  of  their  claim  to  this  vast  and  indefinite  region  of 
land.  At  that  date  the  Sioux  Nation  was  composed  of  many  distinct 
families  or  tribes,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  about  50,000  souls,  of 
whom  8,000  were  reputed  to  be  warriors.  In  the  report  of  the  Com 
nissiouer  of  Indian  Affairs,  of  November  1,  1864,  the  enumeration  of 
Moux  is  given  as  '^6,663,  out  of  about  53,000,^  and  they  are  classified 
as  auiong  the  "  wilder  tribes,'^  undergoing  a  process  of  civilization, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  possibly  seven  thousand  to  ten  thousand, 
none  of  these  were  designated  as  hostile ;  *'  and  the  hostiles  themselves 
were  so  scattered  and  divicJeil  in  cliques  and  bands  that,  except  under 
extraordinary  provocation,  or  in  circumstances  not  at  all  to  be  appre- 
bendeil,  it  is  not  probable  that  as  many  as  five  hundred  warriors  will 
ever  again  be  mustered  at  one  i>oint  for  a  fight." 

These  Indians,  as  all  others,  were  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction 
of  the  Indian  Bureau,  and  only  small  garrisons  of  soldiers  were  called 
Ux  at  the  several  agencies,  such  as  Red  Cloud  and  Spotted  Tail,  on 
tlie  bead  of  the  White  Earth  River,  in  Nebraska,  (outside  their  reser- 
ratioD,)  and  at  Standing  Rock,  Cheyenne,  and  Crow  Creek,  on  the 
Misisoori  River,  to  protect  the  persons  of  the  agents  and  their  employes. 
About  theee  several  agencies  were  groui)ed  the  several  bauds  of  Sioux 
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under  various  uames.    Tbus,   in   the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs,  of  November  1,  1875,  there  were  at — 

Re<l  Cloud  agency,  (O^^allallas) 9, 136 

Fort  Peck,  (Yanctouais) 2,726 

Fort  Peck,  (Santeea  and  Sisaitons) 1, 000 

Fort  Peck,  (Telous)    400 

Fort  Peck,  (Afiaiuiboines) 1,99"^ 

Spotted  Tail  agency,  (Minueconjoux)... , 1,189 

Spotted  Tail  aj;ency,  (Brulds) :.  8,421 

Standing  Rock  agency,  (Yauctonais) 4/203 

Standing  Rock  agency,  (Uncpapas) 2, 100 

Standing  Rock  agency,  (Blackfeet) 1,019 

Crow  Creek  agency,  (Yanctonai.s) 1,200 

Crow  Creek  agency,  (Brnl<^s) 1,800 

Cheyenne  River  agency,  (Two  Kettles) 2,261 

Cheyenne  River  agency,  (Minneconjoux) 2,817 

Cheyenne  River  agency,  (Sans  Arcs) 1, 778 

Cheyenne  River  agency,  (Blackfeet)    730 

Total 42,778 

All  these  Indians  were  receiving  food,  clothing,  &c.,  and  undergoing 
the  process  of  civilization ;  but  from  the  time  of  the  peace  commission 
of  1868  to  the  date  of  this  report  there  had  remained  out,  recognized 
as  hostiles  or  ''outlaws,"  under  the  lead  of  Sitting  Bull  and  a  few  other 
chiefs,  a  number  of  Sioux,  estimated  by  tbe  Indian  Bureau  in  1874 
"at  7,000,  of  which  number  4,000  came  in  to  Standing  Rock  and  other 
agencies,  reducing  the  number  of  those  who  can  now  probably  be  called 
hostile  to  about  3,000."  Of  these  the  Commissioner  reported,  Novem- 
ber 1,  1875,  that  "  it  will  probably  be  found  necessary  to  compel  the 
northern  non-treaty  Sioux,  under  the  leadership  of  Sitting  Bull,  who 
have  nevei*  yet  in  any  way  recognized  the  United  States  Government 
except  by  snatching  rations  occasionally  at  an  agency,  and  such  out- 
laws from  the  several  agencies  as  have  attached  themselves  to  these 
same  hostiles,  to  cease  marauding  and  settle  down,  as  the  other  Sioux 
have  done,  at  some  designated  point." 

The  steps  following  this  clearly-stated  policy  were  in  exact  accord- 
ance therewith,  and  with  the  laws  and  usage  of  the  Government. 
Indian  Inspector  E.  C.  Watkins  investigated  the  subject  and  made  a 
full  report,  under  date  of  November  9,  1875,  in  which  he  advised  that 
troops  be  sent  against  these  hostile  Indians  "that  winter;  the  sooner 
the  better,"  and  advised  that  the  force  consist  of  one  thousand  men. 
General  Sheridan,  in  whose  division  these  Indians  were,  instructed 
General  Crook  to  prepare,  but  subsequently,  on  the  3d  of  December, 
1875,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  notified  the  Secretary  of  War  of  his 
'  purpose  to  send  out.  runners  to  notify  these  Indians  that  they  must 
come  in  to  their  reservations  by  or  before  the  3Lst  of  January,  1870,  or 
a  "military  force  would  be  sent  to  compel  them."  Accordingly  the 
military  preparations  were  suspended  till  the  1st  day  of  February,  when 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  notified  the  Secretary  of  War  that  the 
time  given  the  hostile  Indians  having  expired,  he  formally  turned  them 
over  t<i  the  military  authorities  for  such  action  on  the  part  of  the  Army 
as  he,  the  Secretary  ot  War,  might  deem  proper  under  the  circum- 
stances. 

General  Sheridan  then  instructed  General  Crook  to  proceed  to  reduce 
these  Indians  to  subjection.  This  officer  started  on  the  1st  of  March,  in 
person,  at  the  head  of  an  expedition  composed  of  ten  companies  of  the 
Second  and  Third  Cavalry,  under  Col.  J.  J.  Reynolds,  Third  Cavalry, and 
two  companies  of  the  Fourth  Infantry,  with  teamsters,  guides,  &c.,  amount- 
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ing  in  aU  to  eightbnndred  and  eighty-three  men.  They  followed,  sabstan- 
tiallv,  the  old  Bozemfin  trail,  by  the  abandoned  Forts  Keno  and  Phil. 
Kearney,  thence  northeast,  scouting  Rosebud  and  Tongue  Rivers,  to  a 
point  at  the  mouth  of  Red  Clay  Creek,  where  General  Crook  changed 
his  course  to  the  southeast,  toward  Powder  River,  and  at  a  point  on 
the  head  of  Otter  Creek,  March  IG,  divided  his  command,  sending  Col- 
onel Reynolds,  with  six  companies  of  cavalry,  with  one  day's  rations, 
to  follow  the  trail  of  two  Indians,  seen  that  day,  and  to  join  him,  Gen- 
eral Cxook,  at  the  mouth  of  Lodge  Pole  Creek,  on  Powder  River,  the 
next  evening.  Colonel  Reynolds  moved  at  5  p.  m.  of  the  IGth,  and  by 
anight  march  struck  the  camp  of  Crazy  Horse,  one  of  the  hostile  bands, 
the  next  morning.  The  Indians  fled  to  the  hills,  leaving  the  camp  in 
the  hands  of  the  troops,  who  proceeded  to  destroy  it  and  its  contents 
by  fire.  The  Indians  molested  the  troops  during  this  operation  by  tiring 
from  rocks,  bushes,  and  gullies,  but  the  village  was  utterly  destroyed, 
when  Colonel  Reynolds  drew  off  and  proceeded  to  make  junction  with 
General  Crook,  at  the  time  and  place  appointed.  Much  controversy 
then  arose,  and  still  continues,  as  to  whether  Colonel  Reynolds  accom- 
plished all  that  his  opportunity  afforded,  and  this  subject  is  not  yet 
concluded.  Nevertheless,  he  made  junction  with'General  Crook  on  the 
murning  of  March  18,  near  the  place  agreed  on,  when  the  expedition 
returned  to  Fort  Feterman,  reaching  that  place  March  2fl.  During 
this  expedition  the  weather  was  bitterly  cold,  the  thermometer  showing, 
Manh  11,  23^  Fahrenheit  below  0;  March  12,  26°  below  0,  and  March 
17,  the  nights  preceding  and  following  the  attack  on  Crazy  Hcrse's  vil- 
lage, were  so  cold  that  the  men  were  not  allowed  to  sleep,  for  fear  of 
the  consequences.  No  one  who  is  not  familiar  with  the  rugged  nature 
ot  the  country,  its  bitter  cold  in  the  winter  season,  and  utter  absence  of 
all  that  supports  bfe,  ^an  judge  of  the  difficulties  which  must  be  en- 
dared  and  overcome  to  insure  the  success  of  military  operations  in  that 
quarter.  During  this  expedition  Colonel  Reynolds  lost  four  men  killed, 
five  men  and  one  officer  wounded,  and  does  not  report  the  number  of 
Indians  killed.  The  result,  therefore,  was  only  the  destruction  of  the 
teut8  or  teepees  of  the  Indians,  with  their  contents,  including  ammuni- 
tion and  winter  supplies,  described  as  embracing  articles  of  food  and 
clothing  that  must  have  come  from  the  agencies. 

This  expedition  was  not  conclusive  or  satisfactory.  Therefore,  Gen- 
eral Sheridan  djetermined  to  proceed  more  systematically  by  concentric 
movements,  similar  to  those  which  in  1874-'75  had  proved  so  success- 
fa\  at  the  south  against  the  hostile  Comanches,  Kiowas,  and  Chey- 
eunes.  He  ordered  three  distinct  columns  to  be  prepared  to  move  to  a 
mmmon  center,  where  the  hostiles  were  supposed  to  be,  from  Montana, 
liom  Dakota,  and  irom  the  Platte.  The  two  former  fell  under  the 
command  of  the  deiiartment  commander,  General  Terry,  and  the  latter 
Wider  Geneial  ('rook.  These  movements  were  to  be  simultaneous,  so 
that  Indians  avoiding  one  column  might  be  encountered  by  another, 
bat  up  to  that  date  the  military  authorities  were  bound  to  assume  that 
the  peaceful  or  treaty  Indians  were  at  the  agencies,  and  that  either  of 
these  three  columns  could  not  encounter  more  than  the  hostiles,  esti- 
mated by  the  Indian  Bureau  at  500  warriors,  or  by  anybody  at  the  time 
»t  more  than  800  warriors. 

General  Crook  started  from  Fort  Fetterman  on  the  29th  of  May  with  two 
imttalions  of  the  Second  and  Third  Cavalry,  under  Lt.  Col.  W.  B.  Royall, 
Tliird  Cavalry,  and  a  battalion  of  five  companies  of  the  Fourth  and  Ninth 
lufantrj,  under  Major  Alex.  Chambers  of  the  Fourth  Infantry,  (now  lieu- 
tenaDt-colonel  Twenty-first,)  with  a  train  of  wagons,  pack-mules,  and  In- 
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dian  scouts,  all  amounting  to  47  officers  and  1.002  men  present  for  duty. 
This  expedition  marched  by  the  same  route  as  the  preceding  one,  to  a  point 
on  Goose  Creek,  which  is  the  head  of  Tongue  liiver,  a  tributary  of  the  Yel- 
lowstone. Here  General  Crook  parked  his  trains,  mounted  his  infantry  6n 
mules,  and,  June  16,  started  on  a  scout  to  the  head  of  Rosebud,  also  a 
tributary  of  the  Yellowstone.  In  descending  the  Rosebud  early  in  the 
day  of  June  17  he  encountered  a  large  force  of  warriors  perfectly  prepared 
for  battle.  He  was  aiming  for  their  village,  supposed  to  be  about  8 
miles  down  the  Rosebud,  but  these  Indians  had  not  awaited  the  attack 
at  their  village,  but  had  come  out  boldly  and  had  attacked  General 
Crook's  command.  The  fight  was  on  both  banks  of  the  Rosebud,  and 
lasted  into  the  night,  when  the  Indians  withdrew,  leaving  thirteen  dead 
warriors. 

General  Crook's  loss  was  nine  dead  and  twenty-one  wounded — one  of 
these,  Captain  Guy  V.  Henry,  Third  Cavalry,  was  shot  through  the  face. 
The  ground  where  this  fight  took  place  was  so  rough — so  covered  with 
rocks,  trees,  and  bushes — that  it  was  impossible  to  estimate  approxi- 
mately the  force  of  the  enemy  5  but  General  Crook  was  satisfied  that 
the  numbers  and  quality  of  his  enemy  required  more  men  than  he  had, 
and,  being  already  encumbered  with  wounded,  he  concluded  to  return 
to  his  train  on  Goose  Creek,  which  he  reached  on  the  19th,  and  sent 
back  for  re-enforcement. 

Meantime  Col.  John  Gibbon,  Seventh  Infantry,  with  a  force  of  about  450 
men,  composed  of  the  Second  Cavalrx  and  Seventh  Infantry,  had  marched 
from  Fort  Ellis,  in  Montana^  down  the  valley  of  the  Yellowstone,  to  meet 
General  Terry,  who,  at  the  same  time,  was  substantially  ascending  the 
same  valley.  The  latter,  (General  Terry,)  with  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  under 
its  lieutenant-colonel,  Custer,  containing  600  men  and  horses  and  about 
400  infantry,  had  started  from  Fort  Abraham  Lincoln  qn  the  17th  of  May, 
following  westward  the  route  passed  over  by  the  Seventh  Cavalry  the 
previous  summer,  reached  the  Yellowstone,  at  the  mouth  of  Powder 
River,  on  the  9th  of  June,  where,  by  appointment,  he  met  steamboats, 
(the  river  being  navigable,)  and  here  he  established  a  supply  camp. 
Resuming  his  march  along  the  south  bank,  he  reached  the  mouth  of 
Rosebud  on  the  21st,  having  steamboats  in  the  river  accompanying  his 
march.  Near  this  point  he  came  in  communication  with  Colonel  Gib- 
bon, whose  command  was  left  at  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Horn,  and  deter- 
mined in  person  to  continueon  to  the  same  place,  but  to  detach  the  Seventh 
Cavalry  by  a  circuit  to  the  Upper  Rosebud  and  a  tributary  of  the  Big 
Horn,  where  all  bis  command,  embracing  that  of  Colonel  Gibbon,  was 
to  meet  on  a  day  appointed.  Now,  ui»  to  this  moment,  there  was  nothing 
official  or  private  to  justify  an  officer  to  expect  that  any  detachment 
could  encounter  more  than  500,  or,  at  the  maximum,  800  hostile  warriors. 
The  terrible  calamity  that  befell  Lieutenant-Colonel  Custer's  column 
makes  it  important  to  adopt  exact  official  language,  and  I  give  General 
Terry's  exact  words,  under  date  of  June  27  : 

It  is  my  painful  dnly  to  report  that  day  before  yesterday,  the  25th  inetant.  a  great 
disjister  overtook  General  Custer  and  the  troops  under  his  conimand.  At  12  o'clock  of 
the  22d  instant  he  started  with  his  whole  regiment  and  a  strong  detachment  of  scouts 
and  guides  from  the  \uouth  of  the  Rosebud.  Proceeding  up  that  river  about  twenty 
miles  he  struck  a  very  heavy  Indian  trail,  which  had  previously  been  discovered,  and 
pursuing  if,  found  that  it  led,  as  it  was  supposed  it  would  lead,  to  the  Little  Big  llorn 
River.  Here  he  found  a  village  of  almost  unlimited  extent,  and  at  once  attacked  it 
with  that  portion  of  his  command  which  was  immediately  at  hand.  Major  Reno,  with 
three  companies  (A,  G,  and  M)  of  the  regiment,  was  sent  into  the  valley  of  the  stream 
at  the  point  where  the  trail  struck  it.  General  Custer,  with  five  companies  (C,E,  F,  I, 
jind  L,)  attempted  to  enter  about  three  miles  lower  down.  Reno  forded  the  river, 
charged  down  its  left  bank,  and  fought  on  foot  until  tiually,  completely  overwhelmed 
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Vynambers,  he  was  compelled  to  moant  and  recross  the  river,  and  seek  a  refuge  on 
die  high  bhifis  which  overlook  ita  right  bank.  Just  as  he  recrossed,  Captain  Beuteen, 
tIk).  with  three  companies,  (D,  H,  and  K,)  was  some  two  miles  to  the  left  of  Reno 
Then  the  action  commenced,  but  who  had  been  ordered  by  General  Caster  to  return, 
ome  to  the  river,  and  rightly  concluding  that  it  was  useless  for  his  force  to  renew  the 
fight  io  the  valley,  he  joined  Reno  on  the  bluffs.  Captain  McDougall,  with  his  company, 
(E,)  was,  at  first,  some  distance  in  the  rear  with  a  train  of  pack-mules;  he  also  came 
npto  Reno.  Soon  this  united  force  was  nearly  surrounded  by  Indians,  many  of  whom, 
armed  with  rifles,  occupied  positions  which  commanded  the  ground  held  by  the 
earalry — groand  from  which  there  was  no  escape.  Rifle-pits  were  dug,  and  the  fight 
was  maintained,  though  with  heavy  loss,  from  about  half  past  2  o'clock  of  the  25th 
till  6  o'clock  of  the  2Gth,  when  the  Indians  withdrew  from  the  valley,  taking  with 
them  th*»ir  village.  Of  the  movements  of  General  tJnst^r  and  the  five  companies  under 
1d6  immediate  command,  scarcely  anything  is  known  from  those  who  witnessed  them, 
l»r  DO  officer  or  soldier  who  accompanied  him  has  yet  been  found  alive.  His  trail  from 
the  point  where  Reno  crossed  thes  ream  passes  alougand  in  the  rear  of  the  crest  of  the 
l»]affs  on  the  right  bank  for  nearly  or  quite  three  miles ;  then  it  comes  down  to  the 
bank  of  the  river,  but  at  once  diverges  from  it  as  if  he  had  unsuccessfully  attempted  to 
aom;  then  turns  upon  itself,  almost  completing  a  circle,  and  closes.  It  is  marked  by 
tie  remains  of  his  officers  and  men,  and  the  bodies  of  his  horses,  some  of  them  strewn 
along  the  path;  others  heaped  where  halts  appear  to  have  been  made.  There  is  abun- 
dant evidence  that  a  gallant  resistance  was  offered  by  the  troops,  but  they  were  beset 
OD  all  sides  liy  overpowering  numbers. 

The  officers  known  to  be  killed  are  General  Custer,  Captains  Keogh,  Yates,  and  Cus- 
ter, Lieutenants  Cooke,  Smith,  Mcintosh,  Calhoun,  Porter,  Hodgson,  Sturgis,  and  ReiUy 
of  the  cavalry;  Lieutenant  Crittenden,  of  the  Twentieth  Iniautry,  with  Acting  As- 
sistant Surgeon  De  Wolf,  Lieutenant  Harrington,  of  the  cavalry,  and  Assistant  Surgeon 
Lord  are  missing.  Captain  Benteen  and  Lieutenant  Varnum,  of  the  cavalry,  are  slight- 
ly woande<l.  Mr.  B.  Custnr,  a  brother,  and  Mr.  Reed,  a  nephew  of  Greneral  Custer, 
were  with  him  and  were  killed.  No  other  officers  than  those  whom  I  have  named  are 
among  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  It  is  impossible  yet  to  obtain  a  reliable  list 
of  the  enlisted  men  who  were  killed  and  wounded,  but  the  number  of  killed,  including 
officers,  must  reach  two  hundred  and  fifty;  the  number  of  wounded  is  fifty -one. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Rosebud  I  informed  General  Custer  that  I  should  take  the 
supply-steamer  Far  West  up  the  Yellowstone,  to  ferry  General  Gibbon's  colunm  over 
the  river;  that  I  should  personally  accompany  that  column,  and  that  it  would  in  all 
probability  reach  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Big  Horn  on  the  26th  instant.  The  steamer 
reached  General  Gibbon's  troops,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Horn,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing of  the  24th,  aud  at  4  o'clock  in  the  aiternoon  all  his  men  and  animals  were  across 
the  Yellowstone.  At  5  o'clock  the  column,  cousistiug  of  five  compauies  of  the  Seventh 
Infantry,  four  companies  Second  Cavalry,  and  a  battery  of  Gatling  guns,  marched  out  to 
aod  across  Tollock's  Creek.  Starting  soon  after  5  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  25th, 
the  infantry  made  a  march  of  twenty-two  miles  over  the  most  difficult  country  which  I 
have  ever  seen.  In  order  that  scouts  might  be  sent  into  the  valley  of  the  Little  Big 
Horn,  the  cavalry,  with  the  battery,  were  then  pushed  on  thirteen  or  fourteen  miles 
further,  reaching  camp  at  midnight.  The  scouts  were  sent  out  at  4.30  on  the  morning 
of  the  26tb.  They  discovered  three  Indians,  who  were  at  first  supposed  to  be  Sioux, 
bat,  when  overtaken,  proved  to  be  Crows,  who  had  been  with  General  Custer.  They 
brought  the  first  intelligence  of  the  battle.  Their  story  was  not  credited.  It  was  sup- 
posed that  some  fighting,  perhaps  severe  fighting,  had  taken  place,  but  it  was  not  be- 
oeved  that  disaster  could  have  overtaken  so  large  a  force  as  twelve  companies  of  cav- 
ilry.  The  infantry  which  had  broken  camp  very  early,  soon  came  up,  and  the  whole 
eolown  entered  and  moved  up  the  valley  of  the  Little  Big  Horn.  During  the  after- 
noon efforts  were  made  to  send  scouts  through  to  what  was  supposed  to  be  General 
Custer's  position,  and  to  obtain  information  of  the  condition  of  affairs,  but  those  who 
▼ere  sent  out  were  driven  back  by  parties  of  Indians,  who,  in  increasing  numbers, 
were  seen  hovering  in  General  Gibbons  front.  At  8.40  in  the  evening  the  infantry  had 
marched  twenty-nine  or  thirty  miles.  The  men  were  very  weary.  Daylight  was  failing. 
The  colomn  was  therefore  halted  for  the  night  at  a  point  about  eleveu  miles  in  a  straight 
line  above  the  mouth  of  the  stream.  In  the  morning  the  march  was  resumed,  and  af- 
ter marching  nine  miles  Mi^or  Reno's  intrenched  position  was  reached.  The  withdrawal 
of  the  Indians  from  around  Reno's  command  and  irom  the  valley  was  undoubtedly 
caused  by  the  appearance  of  General  Gibbon's  troops.  Major  Reno  and  Captain  Ben- 
teen, both  of  whom  are  officers  of  great  experience,  accustomed  to  see  large  masses  of 
mounted  men,  estimate  the  number  of  Ind'ans  engaged  at  not  less  than  twenty -five 
hundred ;  other  officers  think  the  number  was  greater  than  this.  The  village  in  the 
Talley  was  about  three  miles  in  length,  and  about  a  mile  in  width.  Besides  the  lodges 
proper,  a  great  number  of  temporary  brushwood  shelter  was  found  in  it,  indicating 
that  more  meu  besides  its  proper  inhabitants  had  gathered  together  there.  Major 
Keno  is  very  confident  that  there  were  a  number  of  white  men  fighting  with  the  lu 
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diaDS.  It  is  believed  that  the  loss  of  the  iDdiaus  was  larger.  I  have  as  yet  received 
no  official  reports  in  regard  to  the  Itattle,  but  what  is  stated  here  is  gathered  from  the 
officers  who  were  on  the  ground  there  and  from  those  who  have  been  over  it  since. 

Subsequently,  ou  the  5th  of  July,  Major  Reno,  the  senior  surviving 
officer  of  the  7th  (/avalry,  made  the  following  report,  addressed  to 
the  adjutant-general  of  General  Terry  : 

The  command  of  the  regiment  having  devolved  npon  me,  as  the  senior  surviving 
officer,  ft-om  the  battles  of  Jnne  2.'>  and  26,  between  the  7th  Cavalry  and  Sitting 
Bull's  baud  of  hostile  Sionx,  on  the  Little  Big  Horn  River,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  report. of  its  operations  from  the  time  of  leaving  the  main  column  until 
the  command  was  united  injb  e  vicinity  of  the  Indian  village: 

The  regiment  left  the  camp  at  the  mouth  of  Rosebud  River,  aft.er  passing  in  review 
before  thedepai  tment  commander,  uuder  command  of  Brevet  Major-General  G  A.  Cus- 
ter, Lieutenant-Colonel,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  22d  of  Juno,  and  marched  up  the  Rose- 
bud twelve  miles  and  encamped ;  23d,  marched  up  the  Rosebud,  passing  many  old 
Indian  cami>s,  and  following  a  very  large  lodge-pole  trail,  but  not  fresh,  making 
thirty-three  miles;  24th,  the  march  wa^  continued  up  the  Rosebud,  the  trail  and  signs 
freshening  with  every  mile,  until  we  had  made  twenty-eight  miles,  and  ^e  then  en- 
camped and  wait>ed  for  infornuition  from  the  scouts.  At  9.25  p.  m.,  Custer  called  the 
officers  togetljer  and  informed  us  that,  beyond  a  doubt,  the  village  was  in  the  valley  of 
the  Little  Big  Horn,  and  that  to  reach  it  it  was  necessary  to  cross  the  divide  between 
Rosebud  and  Little  Big  Horn,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  so  in  the  day-time  with- 
out discovering  our  march  to  the  Indians;  that  we  would  prepare  to  move  at  11  p.  m. 
This  was  done,  the  line  of  march  turning  from  the  Rosebud  to  the  right,  up  one  of  its 
branches,  which  headed  near  the  summit  of  the  divide.  About  2  a.  m.  of  the  25th  the 
scouts  told  him  that  he  could  not  cross  the  divide  before  daylight.  We  then  made 
coft'ee  and  rested  for  three  hours,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  the  march  was  re- 
snnted,  the  divide  crossed,  and  about  8  a.  m.  the  command  was  in  the  valley  of  one  of 
the  branches  of  the  Little  Big  Horn.  By  this  time  Indians  had  been  seen,  and  it  was 
certain  that  we  could  not  surprise  them,  and  it  was  determined  to  move  at  once  to  the 
attack.  Previous  to  this  no  division  of  the  regiment  had  been  made  since  the  order 
was  issued,  in  the  Yellowstoue,  annulling  wing  and  battaliou  organization,  but  Custer 
informed  me  he  would  assign  commands  on  the  march. 

I  was  ordered  by  Lieuteu'int  W.  W.  Cooke,  adjutant,  to  aAsume  command  of  Com- 
panies M,  A,  and  G;  Captain  Benteen  of  Companies  H,  D,  and  K;  Custer  retaining  C, 
£,F,  I,  and  L  under  his  immediat^e  command,  and  Company  B,  Captain  McDougall,  in 
rear  of  the  pack-train.  I  assumed  conmiand  of  the  companies  assigned  to  me,  and  with- 
out any  definite  orders  moved  forward  with  the  re^;t  of  the  column,  and  well  to  it«  left. 

I  saw  Benteen  moving  further  to  the  left,  and  as  they  passed  he  told  me  he  had  orders 
to  move  well  to  the  left,  and  sweep  everything  before  bim.  I  did  not  see  him  again 
until  about  2.30  p.  m.  The  command  moved  down  the  creek  toward  the  Little  Big 
Horn  Valley;  Custer,  with  five  companies,  on  the  right  bank ;  myself  and  three  com- 
panies on  the  left  bank,  and  Benteen  further  to  the  left  and  out  of  sight. 

As  we  approached  a  deserted  village,  and  in  which  was  standflig  one  tepee,  about 

II  a.  m.  Custer  motioned  me  to  cross  to  bim,  which  I  did,  and  n.oved  nearer  to  his 
column,  until  about  12.30  a.  m.,  when  Lieutenant  Cooke,  adjutant,  came  to  me,  and 
said  the  village  was  only  two  miles  ahead,  and  running  away,  '*  to  move  forward  at 
as  rapid  gait  as  I  thought  prudent,  and  to  charge  afterward,  and  that  the  whole  out- 
fit would  support  me.''  I  think  those  were  bis  exact  words.  I  at  once  took  a  fast  trot 
and  moved  down  about  two  utiles,  when  I  came  to  a  ford  of  the  river.  I  crossed 
immediately  and  halted  about  ten  minutes,  or  less,  to  gather  the  battaliou,  sending 
word  to  Custer  that  I  had  everything  in  front  of  me,  and  that  tliey  were  strong.  I 
deployed,  and  with  the  Ree  scouts  on  my  left  charged  down  the  valley,  driving  the 
Indians  with  great  ease  for  about  two  and  a  half  miles.  I,  however,  soon  saw  that  I 
was  being  drawn  into  some  trap,  as  they  certainly  would  fight  harder,  and  especially 
as  we  were  nearing  their  village,  which  was  still  standing;  besides,  I  could  not  see 
Custer  or  any  other  support,  and  at  the  same  time  the  very  earth  seemed  to  grow  In- 
dians, and  they  were  running  toward  me  in  swarms,  and  from  aU  directions. 

I  saw  I  must  defend  myself  and  give  up  the  attack,  mounted.  This  I  did ; 
taking  possession  of  a  point  of  woods,  and  which  furnished,  near  its  edge,  a  shelter  for 
the  horses,  I  dismounted  and  fought  them  on  foot,  making  headway  through  the  wood. 
I  soon  found  myself  in  the  near  vicinity  of  the  village  ;  saw  that  I  was  fighting  odds 
of  at  least  five  to  one,  and  that  my  only  hope  was  to  get  out  of  the  wood,  whei*e  I 
would  soon  have  been  surrounded,  and  gain  some  high  ground.  I  accomplished  this 
by  mounting  and  charging  the  Indians  between  me  and  the  bluffs  on  theopposide  side 
of  the  river.  In  this  charge,  First  Lieut.  Donald  Mcintosh,  Second  Lieut.  Benjamin  H. 
Hodgson,  Seventh  Cavalry,  and  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  M.  DeWolf  were  killed.  I 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  top  of  the  bTafiSi  with  a  loss  of  the  three  officers  and  twenty- 
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oiDe  enlisted  men  killed  and  seven  wonnded.  Almost  at  the  same  time  I  reached  the  top 
moaDt«d  men  were  seen  to  be  ooming  toward  ns,  and  it  proved  to  be  Colonel  Benteen's 
battalion,  Companies  H,  D,  and  K.  We  joined  forces,  and  in  a  short  time  the  pack- 
tnin  came  up.  As  senior,  my  command  was  then  Companies  A,  B,  D,  G,  H,  K,  and  M. 
ibont  3b0  men,  and  the  following  officers :  Captains  Benteen,  Weir,  French,  and 
McDoDgall ;  First  Lieutenants  Godfrey,  Mathey,  aod  Gibson ;  Second  Lieutenants 
Edgerly,  Wallace,  Varnum,  and  Hare,  and  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Porter. 

First  Lieutenant  De  Rudio  was  in  the  dismounted  light  in  the  woods,  but,  having 
aonie  trouble  with  his  horse,  did  not  join  the  command  in  the  charge  out,  and,  hiding 
himself  in  the  woods,  joined  the  command  after  nightfall  of  the  26th. 

Still  bearing  nothing  from  Custer,  and  with  this  re-enforcement,  I  moved  down  the 
river  in  the  direction  of  the  village,  keeping  on  the  bluffs.  We  had  heard  firing  in 
that  direction  and  knew  it  could  only  be  Custer.  1  moved  to  the  summit  of  the  high- 
est bluff,  but  seeing  and  hearing  nothing,  sent  Captain  Weir,  with  his  company,  to 
open  communication  with  the  other  command.  He  soon  sent  back  word  by  Lieuten- 
ant Hare  that  he  could  go  no  further,  and  that  the  Indians  were  getting  around  him. 
At  this  time  he  was  keeping  up  a  heavy  fire  froci  the  skirmish-line.  I  at  once  turned 
everything  back  to  the  first  position  I  had  taken  on  the  bluffs,  and  wliich  seemed  to 
me  the  best.  I  dismounted  the  men,  had  the  horses  and  the  mules  of  the  pack-train 
driven  together  in  a  depression,  pub  the  men  on  the  crests  of  the  hills  making  the 
depression,  and  had  hardly  done  so  wheu  I  was  furiously  attacked.  This  was  about  6 
p.  m.  We  held  our  ground,  with  the  loss  of  eighteen  enlisted  men  killed  and  forty-six 
voaoded,  until  the  attack  ceased,  about  9  p.  m.  As  I  knew  by  this  tinle  their  over- 
whelming numbers,  and  had  given  up  any  hope  of  support  from  the  portion  of  the  regi- 
ment with  Custer,  I  had  the  men  dig  rifle-pits,  barricaded  with  dead  horses  and  mules 
and  boxes  of  hard  bread  the  opening  of  the  depression  toward  the  Indians  in  which  the 
animals  were  herded,  and  made  every  exertion  to  be  ready  for  what  I  saw  would 
be  a  terrific  assault  the  next  day.  All  this  night  the  men  were  busy,  and  the  Indians 
holding  a  scalp-dance  underneath  us,  in  the  bottom,  and  in  our  hearing.  On  the 
morning  of  the  26th,  I  felt  confident  that  I  could  hold  my  own,  and  was  ready  as  far 
as  1  could  be,  when  at  daylight,  about  2.30  a.  m„  I  heard  the  crack  of  two  rifles.  This 
vas  the  signal  for  the  beginning  of  a  fire  that  I  have  never  seen  equaled.  Every  rifle 
vas  handled  by  an  expert  and  skilled  marksman,  and  with  a  range  that  exceeded  our 
carbine,  and  it  was  simply  impossible  to  show  any  part  of  the  body  before  it  was 
ftrack,. 

We  could  see,  as  the  daylight  brightened,  countless  hordes  of  them  passing  up  the 
valley,  from  out  the  village,  and  scampering  over  the  high  points  toward  the  places 
designated  for  them  by  their  chiefs,  and  which  entirely  surrounded  our  position.  They 
bad  sufficient  numbers  to  completely  encircle  us,  and  men  were  struck  on  opposite 
sides  of  the  lines  from  where  the  shots  were  fired.  I  think  we  were  fighting  all  the 
Sioox  Nation,  and  also  all  the  desperadoes,  renegades,  half-breeds,  and  squaw-men  be- 
tween the  Missouri  and  the  Arkansas  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountaii>8,  and  they  must 
bave  numbered  at  least  2,500  warriors.  The  fire  did  not  slacken  until  about  9.30  a.  m., 
and  then  we  discovered  that  they  were  making  a  last  desperate  attempt,  and  wliich 
vas  directed  against  the  lines  held  by  Companies  H  and  M.  In  this  attack  they 
charged  close  enough  to  use  their  bows  and  arrows,  and  one  man  lying  dead  within 
oor  lines  was  touched  by  the  **  coup-stick  "  of  one  of  the  foremost  Indians.  When  I 
asy  the  stick  was  only  about  ten  or  twelve  feet  long,  some  idea  of  the  desperate  and 
reckless  fighting  of  these  people  may  be  understood.  This  charge  of  theirs  was  gal- 
juitly  repulsed  by  the  men  on  that  line  led,  by  Colonel  Benteen.  They  also  came  close 
coongb  to  send  their  arrows  into  the  line  held  by  Companies  D  and  K,  but  were  driven 
iway  by  a  like  charge  of  the  line,  which  I  accompanied. 

We  DOW  had  many  wounded,  and  the  question  of  water  was  vital,  as  from  6  p.  m.of 

she  previous  evening  until  now.  10  a.  m.,  about  16  hours,  we  had   been  without  any. 

A  skirniish-liue  was  formed  under  Colonel  Benteen  to  protect  the  descent  of  volunteers 

down  the  bill  in  front  of  his  position  to  reach  the  water.     We  succeeded  in  getting 

»me  canteens,  although  many  of  the  men  were  hit  in  doing  so.    The  fury  of  the  attack 

¥a«  now  over,  and,  to  my  astonishment,  the  Indians  were  seen  going  in  parties  toward 

the  village.     But  two  solutions  occurre<l  to  us  for  this  movement — that  they  were 

i;i>ing  for  something  to  eat  and  more  ammunitiou,  (as  they  had  been  throwing  arrows,) 

•r  that  Custer  was  coming.     We  took  advantage  of  this  lull  to  fill  all  vessels  with 

vater,  and  soon  had  it  by  the  camp-kettleful ;  but  they  continued  to  withdraw,  and  all 

firing  ceased,  save  occasional  shots  from  sharpshooters,  sent   to  annoy  us  about  the 

vater. 

About  2  p.m.  the  grass  in  theioottom  was  set  on  fire  and  followed  up  by  Indians 
who  encouraged  its  burning,  and  it  was  evident  to  me  that  it  was  done  for  a  purpose, 
a&d  which  purpose  I  discovered  later  on  to  be  the  creation  of  a  dense  cloud  of  smoke, 
behind  which  they  were  packing  and  preparing  to  move  their  tepees.  It  was  between 
6  and  7  p.  m.  that  the  village  came  out  from  behind  the  clouds  of  smoke  and  dust.  We 
bad  a  close  and  good  view  of  them  as  they  filed  away  in  the  direction  of  Big  Horn 

3  w 
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Mountains,  moving  in  almost  perfect  military  order.  The  length  of  the  colnran  was 
fully  equal  to  that  of  a  large  division  of  the  oavalry  corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
as  I  have  seen  it  on  its  march. 

We  now  thought  of  Custer,  of  whom  nothing  had  been  seen  and  nothing  heard 
since  the  firing  in  his  direction  about  6  p.  m.  on  the  eve  of  the  25th,  and  we  concluded 
that  the  Indians  had  gotten  between  him  and  us  and  driven  him  toward  the  boat  at 
the  mouth  of  Little  Big  Horn  River ;  the  awful  fate  that  did  befall  him  never  occur- 
ring to  any  of  us  as  within  the  limits  of  possibilities.  During  the  night  I  changed  my 
position  in  order  to  secure  an  unlimited  supply  of  water,  and  was  prepared  for  their 
return,  feeling  sure  they  would  do  so, as  they  were  in  such  numbers;  but  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  27th,  and  while  we  were  on  the  qui  vivefor  Indians,  I  saw  with  my  glass 
a  dust  some  distance  down  the  valley.  There  was  no  certainty  for  some  time  what  they 
were,  but  finally  I  satisfied  myself  they  were  cavalry,  and,  if  so,  could  only  be  Custer, 
as  it  was  ahead  of  the  time  that  I  understood  that  General  Terry  could  be  expected. 
Before  this  time,  however,!  bad  written  a  communication  to  General  Terry,  and  three 
Yolunteers  were  to  try  to  reach  him.  (I  had  no  confidence  in  the  Indians  with  me,  and 
could  not  get  ^em  to  do  anything.)  If  this  dust  were  Indians,  it  was  possible  they 
would  not  expect  any  one  to  leave.  The  men  started  and  were  told  to  go  as  near  as 
was  safe  to  determine  if  the  approaching  column  was  of  white  men,  and  to  return  at 
once  in  case  they  found  it  so,  but  if  they  were  Indians  to  push  on  t*>  General  'Cerry 
In  a  short  time  we  saw  them  returning  over  the  high  bluff  already  alluded  to.  They 
were  attended  by  a  scout,  who  had  a  note -from  Terry  to  Caster  saying:  "  Crow  scout 
had  come  to  camp  saying  he  had  been  whipped,  but  that  it  was  not  believed."  I  think 
it  was  about  10.30  a.  m.  that  General  Terry  rode  into  my  lines,  and  the  fate  of  Custer 
and  his  brave  men  was  soon  determined  by  Captain  Benteen  proceeding  with  his  com- 
pany to  his  battle-ground,  and  where  were  recognized  the  following  officers,  who  were 
surrounded  by  the  dead  bodies  ot  many  of  their  men  :  General  G.  A.  Cust^jr  ;  Col.  W. 
W.Cooke,  adjutant;  Captu.  M.  W.  Keogb,  G.  W.  Yates,  and  T.  W.  Custer;  First 
Lients.  A.  E.  Smith,  James  Calhoun ;  Second  Lieuts.  W.  V.  Roilly,  of  the  Seventh  Cav- 
alry, and  J.  J.  Crittenden,  Twentieth  Infantry,  temporarily  attached  to  this  regiment. 
The  bodies  of  First  Lieut.  J.  E.  Porter  and  Second  Lieut>s.  H.  M.  Harringtcm  and  J.  G. 
Sturgis,  Seventh  Cavalry,  and  Asst.  Surg.  G.  W.  Lord,  U.  8.  A.,  were  not  recognized,  but 
there  is  every  reasonable  probability  they  were  killed. 

The  wouud»'d  in  my  lines  were,  during  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  27th, 
moved  to  the  camp  of  General  Terry,  and  at  5  a.  m.  of  the  28th  I  proceeded  with  the 
regiment  to  the  battle-groond  of  Custer  and  buried  204  bodies,  including  the  foUowing- 
name<l  citizens :  Mr.  Boston  Custer,  Mr.  Reed,  (a  young  nephew  of  General  Custer,)  and 
Mr.  Kellogg,  a  correspondent  for  the  New  York  Herald. 

The  following-named  citizens  and  Indians  who  were  with  my  command  were  also 
killed:  Charles  Reynolds,  guide  and  hunt-er;  Isiah,  (colored,)  interpreter;  *' Bloody 
Knife,"  (who  fell  immediately  by  my  side,)  **  Bob-tailed  Bull,"  and  "Stab,"  of  the  lu- 
diau  scouts.  \ 

After  following  over  his  trail  it  was  evident  to  me  that  Custer  intended  to  support 
me  by  moving  farther  down  the  stream  and  attacking  the  village  in  fiank;  that  he 
found  the  distance  greater  to  the  ford  than  he  anticipitated  ;  that  he  did  charge,  but 
his  march  had  taken  so  long,  although  his  trail  shows  he  moved  rapidly,  that  they 
were  rea<ly  for  him  ;  that  Companies  C  and  I,  and  perhaps  part  of  Company  E,  crossed 
to  the  village,  or  attempted  it  at  the  charge,  and  were  met  by  a  staggering  fire,  and  that 
they  fell  back  to  secure  a  position  from  which  to  defend  themselves,  but  were  followed  too 
closely  by  the  Indians  to  permit  him  to  form  any  kind  of  a  line.  I  think  had  the  regi- 
ment gone  in  as  a  body,  and  from  the  woods  in  which  I  fought  advanced  on  the  village, 
that  its  destruction  was  certain,  but  General  Custer  was  fully  confident  they  were  run- 
ning or  he  would  not  have  turned  from  me. 

I  think  (after  the  great  number  of  Indiann  there  were  in  the  village)  that  the  fol- 
lowing reasons  obtain  for  the  misfortune  :  His  rapid  marching  for  two  days  and  on^ 
night  before  the  fight ;  attacking  in  the  day-time  at  12  m.,  and  when  they  were  on  the 
qui  vive,  instead  of  early  in  the  morning  ;  and  lastly,  his  unfortunate  division  of  the  regi- 
ment into  three  commands. 

During  my  fight  with  the  Indians  I  had  the  heartiest  support  from  officers  and  men  ; 
but  the  conspicnons  services  of  Brevet  Colonel  F.  W.  Benteen  I  desire  to  call  attention 
to  especially,  for  if  ever  a  soldier  deserved  recognition  by  his  Governmenr  for  distin- 
gniHhed  services  he  certainly  doen.  I  inclose  herewith  his  report  of  the  operations  of 
his  battalion  from  the  time  of  leaving  the  regiment  until  we  joined,comrnandson  th^ 
hill.  I  also  inclose  an  accurate  list  of  casnalties  as  far  as  it  can  be  made  at  the  present 
time,  separating  them  into  two  liMts— A,  those  killed  in  General  Caster's  command  ;  B, 
those  killed  and  wonnded  in  the  command  I  had. 

The  number  of  Indians  killed  can  only  be  approximated  until  we  hear  through  the 
agencies.  I  saw  the  bodies  of  eighteen,  and  Captain  Ball,8eoon<lCav^alry,  who  made  a 
scout  of  thirteen  miles  over  their  trail,  says  that  their  graves  were  many  along  th^'ir  line 
of  march.    It  is  simply  impossible  that  numbers  of  them  should  not  be  hit  in  the  several 
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eharjres  tbey  made  so  close  to  my  lines.  They  made  their  approach  through  the  deep 
pilches  that  led  from  the  hill-top  to  the  river,  and  when  the  jealous  care  with  which 
tte  Indian  gaards  the  bodies  of  killed  and  wounded  is  considered,  it  is  not  astonishing 
that  their  bodies  were  not  found.  It  is  probable  that  the  stores  left  by  them  and  de- 
stroyed the  next  two  days  was  to  make  room  for  many  of  them  on  their  trains. 

The  harrowing  sight  of  the  dead  bodies  crowning  the  height  on  which  Custer  fell, 
and  which  will  remain  vividly  in  my  memory  until  death,  is  too  recent  for  me  not  to  ask 
the  good  people  of  this  country  whether  a  policy  that  sets  opposing  parties  in  the 
field,  arme<l,  clothed,  eqnipped  by  one  and  the  same  Government,  should  not  be  abol- 
ished.    All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

In  this  engagement  the  five  companies  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  led 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Caster  in  person,  viz,  C,  E,  P,  I,  and  L,  were 
literally  obliterated,  and  the  remaining  seven  companies  saved  by  the 
bnive  and  prndent  conduct  of  Major  Reno,  and  the  timely  arrival  of 
General  Terry.  The  loss  was  12  officers,  247  enlisted  men,  5  civilians, 
and  3  Indian  scouts  killed,  and  2  officers  and  51  men  wounded — a  full 
list  of  names  being  on  file.  The  loss  by  the  Indians  cannot  be  .ascer- 
tained, but  is  variously  estimated  from  40  to  100  dead.  Major  Eeno, 
from  his  bluff  overlooking  the  valley  of  the  Little  Big  Horn,  saw  the 
Indians  break  camp  on  the  approach  of  General  Terry's  command,  defile 
across  the  hills,  and  estimated  the  number  of  warriors  at  from  2,500  to 
3,000,  HO  that  it  amounted  to  a  demonstration  that  the  campaign  had 
been  planned  on  wrong  premises;  that  the  troops  were  dealing  with  not 
only  the  hostiles,  estimated  at  from  500  to  800,  but  with  the  available 
part  of  the  agency  Indians  who  had  gone  out  to  help  their  friends  in  a 
fight,  which  was  sure  to  result  from  preparations  they  themselves  had 
witnessed.  General  Terry,  after  burying  the  dead  and  providing  carriage 
for  the  wounded,  regained  his  position  at  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Horn, 
sent  his  wounded  down  the  river  in  a  steamboat,  and  called  lor  re-in- 
forceraeuts.  General  Cook  also  awaited  reinforcements  at  his  camp  on 
Goose  Creek,  and  the  hostile  Indians  meantime  remained  between  them, 
near  the  base  of  the  Big  Horn  Mountains. 

General  Sheridan,  who  had  the  general  supervision  of  these  opera- 
tions, ordered  ten  companies  of  the  Fifth  Cavalry,  under  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Carr,  from  the  posts  along  the  Kansas  Pacific  Railroad  to  Chey- 
enne, Wyoming,  by  rail,  whence  they  marched  to  General  Crook's  camp, 
at  Goose  Creek,  via  Fort  Laramie.  Detachments  of  infantry  were  also 
brought  to  the  same  destination  as  rapidly  as  possible,  by  rail,  and 
marched  to  the  same  rendezvous,  a  distance  of  about  three  hundred  miles. 
The  Fifth  Infantry,  Col.  N.  A.  Miles,  was  drawn  from  Fort  Leavenworth 
and  the  Indian  Territory,  and  dispatched  to  General  Terry's  camp,  on 
the  Yellowstone,  by  rail  and  steamboat,  and  six  companies  of  the 
Twenty-second  Infantry,  under  Lietenant-Colonel  Otis,  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  and  other  detachments  of 
Infantry  from  the  various  posts  in  the  Department  of  Dakota  were 
forwarded  to  the  same  destination.  The  Seventh  Cavalry  was  promptly 
reorganized  by  transfers  and  promotion  of  ^)fficer8,  and  assignment  of 
recruits.  General  Sheridan  also  became  convinced  at  an  early  day  that 
the  Indians  at  the  agencies  who  professed  peace  would,  sooner  or  later, 
bave  to  be  disarmed  and  dismounted,  and,  on  his  application,  the 
Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Interior  promptly  conceded  to  the  military  au- 
tliorily  tlie  supervision  of  all  the  agencies  within  the  theater  of  war. 
He  strengthened,  as  much  as  possible,  the  garrisons  at  lied  Cloud  and 
S|MHted  Tail  agencies,  as  also  those  on  the  Missouri  River,  at  Standing 
Rock,  Cheyenne,  and  Crow  River.  For  this  purpose  he  drew  the  Elev- 
Hith  Infantry,  under  Lieutenant  Colonel  Buell,  from  Texas,  and  six  com- 
panies of  the  Fourth  Cavalry,  under  Colonel  Mackenzie,  from  Fort  S\IV 
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and  Camp  Supply,  Ind.  T.;  Fort  Dodge,  Kans.,  and  Fort  Elliott,  Tex.; 
and,  to  enable  him  to  avail  himself  further  of  every  man  in  his  division, 
a  detachment  of  four  companies  from  each  of  the  First,  Second,  Third, 
and  Fourth  Eegiments  of  Artillery  were  sent  from  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  seaboards  to  the  division  of  the  Missouri  to  occupy  posts  neces- 
sarily vacated  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  already  sent  to  re  inforce 
Generals  Terry  and  Crook.  These  troops  were  so  scattered  over  a  vast 
extent  of  country  that  it  was  not  until  about  the  end  of  July  that  offen- 
sive operations  were  resumed.  Meantime  these  forces  had  been  sepa- 
rated by  a  distance  of  about  a  hundred  miles  of  most  difficult  country, 
with  this  large  number  (near  two  thousand  of  hostile  Indian  warriors) 
between,  and  to  communicate  with  each  other  it  was  necessary  to  send 
around  by  the  rear  near  two  thousand  miles.  In  reconnoitering,  and  in 
communicating  direct,  many  brave  and  gallant  acts  were  performed  by 
officers  and  soldiers,  which  I  leave  to  their  immediate  commanders  to 
recite. 

On  the  4th  of  August,  General  Crook  reported  to  General  Sheridan, 
from  his  camp  on  Goose  Creek,  that  the  Fifth  Cavalry,  then  under  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Merritt,  had  joined  him ;  that  his  force  amounted  to 
about  two  thousand  fighting  men,  and  that  on  the  next  day  he  would 
march  against  the  hostile  Indinns,  and  at  the  same  time  make  junction 
with  General  Terry.  From  some  Crow  Indian  scouts,  who  had  reached 
him  from  General  Terry,  he  was  fully  advised  of  the  position  and  inten- 
tions of  the  latter,  and  had  also  learned  that  on  the  25th  or  26th  of 
July  the  hostile  Indians  had  left  the  foot  of  the  Big  Horn  Mountains 
and  moved  eastward  to  the  Rosebud  Mountains,  which  he  knew  to  be 
destitute  of  game  sufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  so  large  a  mass  of 
Indians,  and  from  which  he  interred  they  would  scatter  on  his  approach, 
and  thus  complicate  his  game. 

In  like  manner  General  Terry  had  received  re-inforcements  and  sup- 
plies, and  on  the  26th  of  July  reported  to  General  Sheridan  that  he  was 
in  full  communication  with  General  Crook ;  that  he  would  march  the 
next  day  for  the  mouth  of  Rosebud,  thence  up  that  stream  against  the 
hostiles,  and  to  make  junction  with  General  Crook.  General  Terry  also 
reported  that  the  mouth  of  Rosebud  would  thereafter  be  his  "  base." 

Both  columns,  of  about  the  same  strength,  moved  as  agreed  on,  and 
made  junction  on  the  Rosebud  August  10th,  at  a  point  35  miles  above  its 
mouth.  The  Indians  had,  as  expected,  skillfully  slipped  out,  and  neither 
column  had  a  chance  to  strike  a  blow. 

The  Indians  in  their  retreat  left  a  broad  trail  leading  toward  Tongue 
River.  This  was  followed  promptly  and  steadily,  but  it  seems  to  be  im- 
possible to  force  Indians  to  tight  at  a  disadvantage  in  their  own  country. 
Their  sagacity  and  skill  surpass  that  of  the  white  race. 

As  the  direction  of  the  trail  indicated  a  purpose  to  reach  the  Yellow- 
stone and  cross  it  toward  the  north,  General  Terry  dispatched  Colo- 
nel Miles,  with  the  Filth  Infantry,  back  to  the  depot  at  the  mouth  of 
Rosebud,  to  take  steamboats  and  patrol  the  Yellowstone  about  the 
mouths  of  Tongue  and  Powder  Rivers,  to  prevent  escape  in  that  direc- 
tion. At  that  season  of  the  year  the  Yellowstone  was  falling  rapidly, 
and  could  be  forded  by  the  Indians  in  many  places.  The  pursuit  of  the 
main  trail  was  continued  down  the  Tongue,  across  to  the  Powder  River 
and  down  to  its  mouth,  where  both  columns  were  reported  on  the  17th 
of  August,  General  Crook  on  the  east  bank  and  General  Terry  on  the 
west  bank.  The  trail  had  turned  eastward  toward  the  Little  Missouri. 
On  the  27th  of  August  General  Terry  reported  to  General  Sheridan 
that  each  column  was  strong  enough  to  encounter  the  Indians ;  that 
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General  Crook  would  follow  the  trail,  and  that  he  would  cross  his  force 
at  the  month  of  Glendive  Creek,  and  operate  north  toward  the  Dry 
Fork  of  the  Missouri.  The  country  in  which  these  troops  were  operat- 
mg  is  the  most  inaccessible  and  difficult  of  any  east  of  the  Rocky 
MoQQt^iius,  and,  as  the  annual  reports  of  Generals  Terry  and  Crook 
ire  not  yet  received,  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  follow  them  in  this  pre- 
carious pursuit  of  a  dissolving  enemy.  But  on  the  5th  of  September 
General  Crook  reported  from  Heart  Eiver  that  the  trail  had  scattered 
intil  it  could  not  be  pursued  farther;  that  he  had  but  two  days'  provis- 
»D8,  and  that  he  would  strike  for  Custer  City,  in  the  Black  Hills,  where 
k  asked  that  provisions  be  sent  to  meet  him. 

During  this  long  and  uxq^t  difficult  march  the  advance  of  General 
Crook's  column,  under  Captain  Anson  Mills,  of  the  Third  Cavalry,  (150 
strong,)  on  the  14th  of  September,  near  Slim  Buttes.  struck  a  hostile 
Tillage  of  thirty  lodges,  killed  some,  among  them  a  chief  named  Amer- 
ican Horse,  and  captured  others,  and  some  ponies.  In  this  engagement 
First  Lieutenant  Von  Luettwitz  was  wounded  in  the  knee,  and  had  to 
h^ve  a  leg  amputated.  No  other  casualties  were  reported.  About  the 
same  time  the  main  column  was  attacked  by  hostiles  belonging  to  the 
village  of  Crazy  Horse.  In  this  no  casualties  are  reported,  but  General 
Cniok  says  he  was  compelled  to  abandon  many  of  his  animals  on  the 
march. 

In  the  month  of  September  several  small  parties  of  warriors  who  had 
been  in  the  Custer  fight  returned  to  the  several  agencies. 

The  followers  of  Sitting  Bull  seemed  to  have  retreated  north  near  or 
beyond  the  Yellowstone,  and  those  of  Crazy  Horse  to  the  South  near 
Slim  Butte  and  Owl  Creek,  in  the  direction  of  the  Black  Hills.  Gen- 
erals Terry  and  Crook,  in  pursuit  of  these,  had  been  drawn  apart,  so  that 
General  Sheridan  resolved  to  resume  his  original  plan  of  disarming  and 
dutmountiiig  the  friendly  Indians  at  the  agencies,  so  that  hereafter  they 
oould  not  re-enforce  the  hostiles.  General  Terry's. column  was  diverted 
to  the  Missouri  Eiver,  and,  in  concert  with  the  local  garrisons,  October 
26tb  and  28th,  successfully  took  the  arms  and  ponies  away  from  the 
Indians  at  Standing  Eock  and  Cheyenne  agencies  on  the  Missouri 
River,  and  General  Crook's  forces,  in  concert  with  the  local  garrisons 
it  Red  Cloud  and  Spotted  Tail  agencies,  October  23d,  in  like  manner 
dismounted  those  at  said  agencies,  so  that  now,  for  the  first  time,  all 
the  agencies  cease  to  be  points  of  supply  and  re-enforcement  for  the 
hostile  Indians;  and  henceforth  the  troops  will  have  only  to  contend 
Tith  the  Indians  hereditarily  and  persistently  hostile.  These  are  now 
Crazy  Horse's  camp,  not  estimated  at  over  500  warriors,  who  is  sup- 
posed to  be  in  the  region  to  the  northeast  of  the  Black  Hills,  anywhere 
&bont  the  heads  of  Heart  River  or  Powder  Eiver,  and  of  Sitting  Bull, 
represented  at  only  thirty  lodges,  or  say  100  warriors,  flying  before 
Colonel  Miles  toward  Port  Peck  or  the  British  possessions. 

Long  in  anticipation  of  these  troubles  with  the  hostile  Sioux,  General 
Sheridan  had  earnestly  recommended  the  establishment  of  posts  on  the 
Tellowstone  to  serve  a  double  purpose  of  preventing  these  very  hostili- 
iesand  to  open  a  newroute  to  theraluable  territory  of  Montana.  Doubt- 
ks9j  at  the  eleventh  hour,  Congress,  influenced  by  the  terrible  disaster 
that  befell  Lieutenant-Colonel  Custer's  command,  made  the  necessary 
appropriation  of  $200,000  on  the  22d  of  July,  1876,  and  General  Sheri- 
fan  adopted  energetic  measures  to  accomplish  the  result  in  this  year; 
^at  the  waters  in  the  Yellowstone  fell  so  rapidly,  that  on  the  ISth  of 
iagost  be  was  compelled  to  defer  the  work  till  next  spring,  and  directed 
&enerfil  Terry  to  designate  Colonel  Miles,  with  the  Fifth  Infantry^  Obudi 
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Lieutenant  ColoDel  Otis,  with  his  six  companies  of  the  Twenty-second, 
after  tbe  then  pursuit  of  hostile  Indians,  to  establish  a  temporary  canton- 
ment at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Tongue  River.  General  Crook  was,  in  like 
manner,  ordered  to  establish  a  similar  cantonment  at  or  near  his  old 
supply-camp  on  Goose  Creek,  thus  retaining  a  competent  force,  with 
abundant  supplies  around  the  country  in  which  these  Indians  are  wont 
to  roam,  intending  to  keep  several  other  columns  in  motion  all  winter, 
some  one  of  which  would  certainly  catch  and  destroy  them  in  the  sea- 
son when  their  ponies  are  poor,  and  when  Indians  cannot  depend  on 
the  chance  game  for  food. 

Colonel  Miles  had  nearly  completed  his  cantonment  at  the  mouth  of 
Tongue  River,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Otis,  of  the  Twenty-second  Infan- 
try, was  at  Glendive  Creek,  a  post  intermediate  between  Tongue  KiveD 
and  Fort  Buford,  when  a  train  carrying  stores  for  Tongue  River,  escorted 
by  two  companies  of  the  Sixth  Infantry,  was,  on  the  10th  of  October, 
attacked  by  hostile  Indians,  estimated  as  high  as  500  warriors,  who  cap* 
tured  sixty  mules  from  the  train.  The  train  returned  to  Glendive,  but  was 
re-enforced  and  conducted  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Otis  in  person,  and  per- 
formed its  journey  in  safety.  As  soon  as  the  intelligence  of  this  reached 
Colonel  Miles,  he  started  with  his  regiment,  the  Fifth  Infantry,  taking 
a  course  northeast,  to  intercept  the  Indians  on  their  way  toward  Fort 
Peck,  and  sti-uck  their  trail  and  camp  on  the  21st  of  October,  when  the 
Indians  appeared  in  large  force  on  the  surrounding  hills,  but  presented 
a  flag  of  truce  and  asked  a  conference.  Colonel  Miles  met  Sitting  Bull 
in  person,  with  some  of  his  leading  men,  who  wanted  an  ''  old-fashioned 
peace,"  with  privileges  of  trade,  especially  in  ammunition.  Colonel 
Miles  explained  that  he  could  only  accept  surrender  on  terms  of  abso- 
lute submission  to  the  will  of  the  General  Government.  They  separated 
that  evening  with  an  understanding  to  meet  the  next  day.  The  next 
morning  Colonel  Miles  moved  his  command  north,  so  as  to  intercept 
retreat  in  that  direction,  and  while  he  was  in  motion  the  Indians  again 
appeared  and  desired  further  ''  talk."  A  council  was  again  held  with 
Sitting  Bull,  Pretty  Bear,  Bull  Eagle,  John,  Standing  Bear,  Gall,  White 
Bull,  and  others,  who  all  professed  a  wish  for  peace,  but  such  a  peace 
as  Colonel  Miles  could  not  concede;  and  as  they  gave  him  no  assurance  of 
good  faith,  the  council  ended  and  an  engagement  immediately  followed. 
The  Indians  were  driven  from  their  camp  and  ground  down  Bad  Route 
Creek  and  across  the  Yellowstone  a  distance  of  42  miles;  the  Indians 
abandoning ''  tons  of  dried  meat,  lodge-poles,  camp  equipage,  ponies,"  &c. 
The  troops,  on  foot,  followed  rapidly,  not  stopping  to  count  the  dead  or 
gather  the  plunder,  and  the  consequence  was  that  on  the  27th  of  Octo- 
ber five  principal  chiefs  surrendered  themselves  to  Colonel  Miles  ou  the 
Yellowstone,  opposite  the  mouth  of  Cabin  Creek,  as  hostages  for  the 
surrender  of  their  whole  people,  represented  as  between  400  and  600 
lodges,  equal  to  about  2,000  souls.  The  hostages  were  sent  under  escort 
to  his  commanding  general,  Terry,  at  Saint  Paul,  and  the  Indians  were 
allowed  five  days  in  their  then  camp  to  gather  food,  and  thirty  aays  to 
reach  the  Cheyenne  agency,  near  Fort  Sully,  on  the  Missouri  River, 
where  they  are  to  surrender  their  arms  and  ponies  to  the  commanding 
officer,  and  remain  either  as  prisoners  of  war  or  subject  to  treatment 
such  as  is  universally  accorded  to  Indians  living  at  peace  with  the 
United  States.  Bad  Colonel  Miles  taken  these  to  his  camp  at  Tongue 
River,  they  would  have  required  strong  guards,  and  would  have  eaten 
up  the  provisions  collected  for  his  own  men  during  the  severe  winter 
now  at  hand,  and  he  could  not  afford  to  escort  them  to  the  Cheyenne 
agency,  300  miles  away,  without  neglecting  his  paramount  duty  in  that 
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qoarter.  He  was,  therefore,  folly  justified  in  taking  hostages  for  their 
good  faitb,  and  I  doabt  not  early  in  December  these  Indians  will  reach 
Sieir  proper  agency,  and  receive  the  usual  treatment. 

Meantime  Colonel  Hazen,  Sixth  Infantry,  commanding  at  Fort  Bu- 
ford,  has  started  up  the  Missouri  River  for  Fort  Peck,  with  four  com- 
panies of  his  regiment.  Sixth  Infantry,  to  head  off  Sitting  Bull,  who  is 
reported  by  the  surrendered  chiefs  to  have  slipped  out,  with  thirty 
lodges  of  his  own  special  followers,  during  the  retreat  down  Bad  Boute 
Creek,  and  to  have  resumed  his  course  for  Fort  Peck  or  the  British  pos- 
sesions. Colonel  Miles  reports  his  purpose  to  replenish  his  supplies, 
*yo  turn  north  and  follow  this  last  desperate  band  to  the  death.  The 
wiuter  is  close  at  hand,  and  there  is  great  danger  from  the  weather  in 
that  high  latitude,  but  with  a  reasonable  certainty  of  finding  some  food 
at  Fort  Peck,  and  abundance  at  Fort  Buford  or  his  own  cantonment  on 
the  Yellowstone,  he  will  be  sure  to  fetch  up  at  one  or  the  other,  and,  I 
tnist,  en  routCj  will  make  an  end  of  Sitting  Bull. 

As  before  related.  General  Crook,  after  his  long  march  from  the  Yel- 
lowstone to  the  agencies  at  the  head  of  White  Earth,  in  co-operation 
with  the  local  garrisons  under  Colonel  Mackenzie,  of  the  Fourth  Cav- 
alry, assisted  in  disarming  and  dismounting  those  Indians.  He  then 
distributed  his  worn-out  troops  to  their  posts,  and  at  once  re-organized 
a  Dew  column  at  Fort  Fetterman,  with  which  he  left  on  the  27th  day  of 
October  for  another  early  winter  campaign  against  that  fraction  of  hos- 
tile Sioux,  under  Crazy  Horse,  which  was  last  encountered  by  him  near 
Slim  Butte,  north  and  east  of  the  Black  Hills,  which  are  now  filled  with 
I  considerable  population  of  miners,  capable  of  their  own  defense.  I 
trust  in  this  also  he  will  be  successful. 

General  Sheridan,  in  his  last  dispatch  on  this  subject,  uses  this  lan- 
guage, which  I  cordially  indorse : 

If  snccessfal,  of  which  I  do  not  doubt,  the  Sioux  war,  and  aU  other  Indian  wars  in 
tiu8  coantiy,  of  any  magnitude,  wiU  be  over  forever. 

Generals  Sheridan,  Terry,  and  Crook  have  been  so  constantly  employed 
that  they  have  not  yet  transmitted  their  annual  reports.  These  will 
eome  and  be  submitted  in  due  season,  and  will  more  fully  detail  the 
events  which  I  have  attempted  to  sketch  from  their  short  dispatches 
transnaitted  from  day  to  day.  The  complete  arrangements  made  for 
bemmingin  and  capturing  the  remainder  of  the  hostile  Sioux  during 
the  winter  must  result  in  comparative  or  complete  success.  Meantime 
50  change  can  be  attempted  this  year  at  the  agencies,  but  I  trust  next 
'ear  all  the  Sioux  Nation  will  be  compelled  to  remove  to  the  Missouri 
*iver,  near  Fort  Eaudall,  where  they  can  be  guarded  and  fed  at  one- 
kalf  the  present  cost,  and  where,  if  there  beany  chance  to  civilize  them, 
she  opportunity  will  be  far  better  than  in  their  present  scattered  agen- 
das. 

In  conclusion,  1  beg  to  submit  the  annual  reports  of  the  Adjutant- 

^neral  and  Inspector-General,  the  only  heads  of  bureaus  who  are  sub- 
ect  to  the  General  of  the  Army. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  T.  SHERMAN, 

General, 

Hon.  J.  D.  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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List  of  aooampanying  doouments, 

1.  Report  of  the  Adjutant-GeDeral — reoruiting  service. 

2.  Annual  report  of  the  Inspector-General. 

3.  Annnal  report  of  Malor-General  Hancock,  commanding  Division  of  the  Atlanl 

4.  Annnal  report  of  Colonel  and  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Rnger,  commanding^ 
partment  of  the  South. 

5.  Annnal  report  of  M^jor-General  McDowell,  commanding  Military  Division  oi 
Pacific. 

6.  Annual  report  of  Brigadier-General  Howard,  commanding  Department  oi 
Columbia. 

7.  Annual  report  of  Colonel  and  Brevet  Msjor-General  Kantz,  commanding  D&] 
ment  of  Arizona. 

Annual  reports  of  Lieutenant-Greneral  Sheridan,  commanding  the  Military  Div 
of  the  Missouri,  and  his  subordinate  department  commanders,  not  yet  received. 


TAXES,  1876. 
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General  oflBceni 

Military  Mcretary  to  the  L*ent«oant' 
Aidtt-de-camp  to  general  ofBcem  . ..." 

Adjaiant-QeneraTri  Department ' 

laMpt^ctont-general    • • 

Bureau  of  Military  Jutitice * 

Quartermaster'^  Department * 

bubMiMtence  Department ' 

Medical  Department ' 

Pay  Department * 

Corpit  of  Engineers. * 

Ordnance  Department 

Chief  Signal-OflBc^r 

Po0t-chaplHiDit ' 

First  Regiment  of  Cavalry 

Second  Regiment  ot  Cavalry 

Third  Regiment  of  Cavalry 

Fonrih  Regiment  of  Cavalry 

Fifth  Rfg^ment  of  Cavalry 

Sixth  Regiment  oi  Cavalry. 

Seventh  Kegimeut  of  Cavalry 

Eighth  Regiment  of  Cavalry 

Ninth  Regiment  of  Cavalry 

Tenth  Regiment  of  Cavalry 

Aggregate  of  cavalry ." 

Flnit  Regiment  of  Artillery 

Second  Regiment  of  Artillery 

Third  Regiment  of  Artillery 

Fourth  Regiment  of  Artillery 

Fifth  Regiment  of  ArUUery 

Aggregate  of  artillery J" 


First  Regiment  of  Infantry  . .« 

Second  Regimen^  of  Infantry 

Third  Regiment  of  Infantry 

Fourth  Regiment  of  Infantry 

Fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry 

Sixth  Regiment  of  Infantry 

Seventh  Regiment  of  Infantry 

Eighth  Regiment  of  Infantry 

Ninth  Regiment  of  Infantry 

Tenth  Regiment  of  Infantry 

Eleventh  Regiment  of  Infantiy 

Twelfth  Regiment  of  Infantry* 

Thirteenth  Regiment  of  Infantry  ... 
Fourteenth  Regiment  of  Infantry  . . 

Fifteenth  Regiment  of  Infantry 

Sixteenth  Regiment  of  Infantry  .... 
Seventeenth  Regiment  of  Infantry  . 
Eighteenth  Regiment  of  Infantry... 

Nineteenth  Regiment  of  Infantry 

Twentieth  Regiment  of  Infantry  . . . 
Tweniy-flrut  Regiment  of  Infantry  . 
Twenty-second  Regiment  of  Infant r 
Twenty-third  Regiment  of  Infantry  ' 
Twenty-fourth  Regiment  of  Infantr 
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■   AT  THE  ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S  OFFICE,  1876. 
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REPORT   OF   THE    SECRETARY   OF   WAR. 


C. — PoHUon  anddiatribuiion  of  troops  in  the  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  commanded  by 

on  file  in  the  Adjutant- 


\ 


POSTS. 


DKPARTMENT  OT  THE 
MISSODRI. 


Headquartan 


Fort   LeaTenworth, 

KanB. 
Fort  Hayi,  Earn . . . . 

Fort  Dodge,  Kans . . . 

Fort  Lamed,  Kana  . . 

Fort  Riley,  Kana 

Fort  Wallace,  Kbxu  . 

Fort    Leavenworth 

military  prison. 
Fort  Lyon,  Golo 


Fort  Garland,  Colo.. 

Fort  Elliott,  Tex.... 

Fort  Sill,  Ind.T 

Fort  Reno,  Ind.  T . . . 

Camp  Supply,  Ind.  T 

District  of  New  Mex- 
ico. 
Fort  Marcy,  N.  Mex. 

Fort  Bayard,  K.  Mex 

Fort  Craig,  N.  Mex  . . 

Fort  McRae,  N.  Mex. 

Fort  Selden,  N.  Mex. 

Fort  Stanton,  K.  Mex. 

Fort  Union,  N.  Mex  . 
Fort  Wingate,  N.Mex 


SITUATIONS. 


Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. 

3  miles   above   Leaven- 
worth City. 
Near  Hays  City 


96   miles    soathwest    of 

Hays  City. 
50  miles  from  Hays  City.. 

At  Junction  of  Pawnee 
and  Smoky  Hill  Forks. 

2  miles  firom  Wallace 
Stotion. 

At  Fort  Leavenworth, 
Kans. 

52  miles  from  Kit  Carson  . 


On  Utah  Creek 

On  Sweetwater  Creek — 

At  Junction  of  Medicine 
Bluff  and  Cache  Creeks. 

Near  Cheyenne  and  Ara- 
pahoe Indian  agency. 

Near  junction  of  Wolf  and 
Beaver  Greeks. 

Santa  F6,  N.Mex 


At  Santa  F6 

Near  Pinos  Altos 

On  the  Rio  Grande 


35  miles  south  of   Fort 

Craig. 
On  the  Rio  Grande 


On  the  Rio  Bonita 


Total 


DEPARTMENT      07 
DAKOTA. 


Headquarters 

Fort  Snelling,  Minn  . 

Fort  Ripley,  Minn. . . 

Fort    Abercrombie, 
Dak. 


5  milcM  fh>m  the  RioMoro 
At  the  headwaters  of  the 
Rio  Puerco. 


SaintPaul.  Minn 

5  miles  below  Saint  Paul. 

47  miles  north  of  Sauk 

Rapids. 
12  miles  north  of  Breck- 

enridge. 


COMMANDING 
OFFICERS. 


Brig.  Gen.  John  Pope 


Capt  A.  C.  WUdrick,  3d 

Art. 
1st  Lieut.  Richard  Yance, 

19th  Inf. 
1st  Lieut^  Geo.  F.  Towle, 

19th  Inf. 
Capt.  Wm.  J.  Lyster,  19th 

Inf. 
2d  Lieut  John  A.  Payne, 

19th  Inf. 
MaJ.  H.   A.  Hambright, 

19th  Inf. 
M^.  J.  M.  Robertson,  3d 

Art. 
CoL  Chas.  H.  Smith.  I9th 

Inf. 
Capt.  Horace  Jewett,  15th 

Inf. 
Capt  C.  W.  Hotsenpiller, 

19th  Inf. 
Lieut  Col.  John  P.  Hatch, 

4th  Cav. 
Mi^.  J.  K.  Mizner,  4th  Cav. 

Capt  P.  H.  Remington, 

19th  Inf. 
Col    Edward  Hatch,  9th 

Cav. 
Capt.  Chambers  McKib- 

bin,  15th  Inf. 
Maj.  A.  P.  Morrow,  9th 

Cav. 
Capt  George  Shorkley, 

15th  Inf. 
Capt  Oscar  Hagen,  9th 

Cav. 
Capt.  Chas.  Steelhammer, 

15th  Inf. 
Capt  Geo.  A.  Remington, 

9th  Cav 
MaJ.  J.  F.  Wade,  9th  Cav. 
MaJ.  N.  W.  0«bome,  15th 

Inf. 


Brig.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry  . . . 
Col.  Geo.  Sykes,  20th  Inf. 

Capt  John  C.  Bates,  20th 

InH 
Capt  William  Fletcher, 

20th  Inf. 


GARRISONS. 
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Regiments. 


Division  staff. 


Department 
staff. 
3d  Art 


19th  Inf 


2d  Art  and 

19th  InH 
19th  Inf 


Det,  B,  19th 

Int 
19th  Inf 


Det  general 

service. 
Headquarters, 

19th  Inf. 
9th  Cav.  and 

15th  Inf. 
19th  Inf 


4th  Cav.,  Ist 
and  2d  Art 

4th  Cav.,  2d 
and  3d  Art 

19th  Inf 


District  staff. 
15th  Inf 


9th  Cav.  and 

15th  Inf. 
15th  Inf 


9th  Cav 


9th  Cav.  and 

15th  Inf. 
do 


. . .  do  ...... 

9th  Cav., head- 
quarters, 15th 
Inf. 


Department 

staff. 
Headquarters 

20th  Inf. 
20th  Inf.... 


....do 
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LieuteMaHt-Gemeral  P.  ff,  Sheridan,  headquarters  ChicagOf  IlL,  taken  from  the  latest  retuma 
GeneraVa  Office,  1876. 
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REPORT   OF   THE    SECRETARY   OF   WAR. 


C. — Position  and  diiiribuHon  of  troops  in  the 


POSTS. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  DA- 
KOTA— Cootinned. 

Fort  Siueton,  Dak  . . 

Fort  Totten,  Dak  . . . 

Fort  Pembina,  Dak  . 

Fort  Bnford,  Dak  . . . 

Fort  A.  Lincoln,  Dak 


Fort  Rice,  Dak 

Fort  Stevenson,  Dak 
Fort  Randall,  Dak  .. 


Fort  Solly,  Dak 

Fort  Seward,  Dak  .. 

Oheyenne     agency, 

Dak. 
Standing  Rock  agen  - 

cy,  Dak. 

Lower  Bral6  agency. 

Dak. 
Fort  Shaw,  Mont 

Fort  Ellis,  Mont 


Fort  Benton,  Mont . 
Camp  Baker,  Mont. 

Sioux  expedition... 


Total. 


DEPARTMENT  OF 
TEXAS. 

Headquarters 

Fort  Bliss,  Tex 

Fort  Clark,  Tex 

Fort  Concho,  Tex. . . 

Fort  Davis,  Tex 

Fort  Duncan,  Tex  . . 

Fort  Griffin.  Tex 

Fort  McKavett.  Tex. 


SITUATIONS. 


On  Kettle  Lake. 
At  Devil's  Lake 


On  the  Red  River  of  the 

North. 
On  the  Upper  Missouri 

River. 
At  the  crossing   of   the 

Missouri  River  by  the 

N.  P.  R  R. 
50  miles  above  Edwinton . 

125  miles  above  Fort  Rice 

On  the  Missouri  River, 

146  miles  above  Sioux 

City,  Iowa. 
318   miles  above   Sioux 

City,  Iowa. 
At  crossing  of  the  James 

River  by  N.  P.  R  R 

7  miles  above  Fort  Sully. 

65  miles  south   of  Bis- 
marck. 

80  miles  above  Fort  Ran- 
dalL 

8  miles  north  of  Helena . . 

3  miles  ftrom  Boceman  . . . 

143  miles  north  of  Helena 
18  miles  from  Diamond 

City. 
In  the  field ............. 


San  Antonio,  Tex. 
Near  Franklin.... 


126  miles  west  of  San  An- 
tonio. 

At  Junction  of  Main  and 
North  Conchos. 

466  miles  northwest  of 
San  Antonio. 

At  Eagle  Pass 


COMMANDINO 
OFFICERS. 


Capt.  E.  P.  Pearson,  17th 

Inf. 
Capt  A. A.  Harbach,  20th 

Inf. 
M^j.  J.  E.  Yard.  20th  Inf. . 

Col.  W.  B.  Hasen,  6th  Inf. 

Capt.  Wm.  S.  McCaskey. 
20th  Inf. 

1st  Lieut  James  Hum- 
bert, 17th  Inf. 

Lieut  Col.  Daniel  Huston, 
jr.,  6th  Inf. 

Lieut  Col.  P.  Lugenbeel, 
Ist  Inf. 

MaJ.  H.  M.  Lazelle,  Ist  Inf 

Capt    J.   H.   Patterson, 

20th  Inf. 
Lieut  Col.  Geo.  P.  Buell. 

nth  Inf. 
Lieut.  Col.  Wm.  P.  Carlin, 

17th  Inf. 

Capt  Isaac  D.  De  Russy, 

1st  Inf. 
Capt  Chas.  C.  Rawn,  7th 

Inf. 
Capt  D.  W.  Benhanr,  7th 

InL 
Mai  Guido  nges,  7th  Inf. 
Lieut  Col.  C.  C.  Gilbert, 

7th  Inf. 
Brig.  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry  . . . 


Brig.  Gen.  E.  O.  C.  Ord. 


At  Maxwell's  Ranch . 
On  San  Saba  River. 


Capt.  Jacob  Paulus,  25th 

Inf. 
M^j.  W.   R    Price,    8th 

Cav. 
Col.  B.  H.  Grienon,  10th 

Cav. 
MaJ.  Z.  R  BUss.  25th  Inf 

Lieut.  Col.  W.  R.  Shaf- 

ter,  24  th  Inf. 
Capt  P.  L.  Lee,  10th  Cav . 
GoUB.  H.CUtx,  10th  Inf.. 


OARRUOIfS. 
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Regiments. 


17th  Inf 
20th  Inf 
....do  . .. 
6th  Inf . 


17th  and  20th 
Inf. 

1st  and  17th 

Inf. 
6th  Inf 


1st  Inf 


,..do 


20th  Inf 


nth  and  17th 
Inf. 

1st  6th,  nth. 
17th,  and 
20th  Inf. 

1st  Inf 


7th  Inf 
— do  . 


.do 
.do 


2d  & 7th  Cav., 
5th,  6tb,  7th. 
17th.  and  22d 
Inf. 


Department 

staff. 
25th  Inf 


8th  Cav.  and 

10th  Inf. 
10th  Cav.  and 

10th  InC 
10th  Cav.  and 

25th  lufl 

8th  Cav.,  10th 

and  24  th  Inf. 

10th Cav  .... 

10th  Cav.  and 

10th  Inf. 
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Military  DiviHon  of  the  Mi98ourif  ^c—Continned. 
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REPORT    OF    THE    SECRETARY    OF   WAR. 


C. — Position  and  distribution  of  troops  in  the 


POSTS. 


Department  or 
Texas— Con. 

Fort  Quitman.  Tex. . 

Port  Richardson,  Tex 

Port  Stockton,  Tex.. 

Port  Mcintosh,  Tex. . 

Port  Brown,  Tex 

Ringgold  Barracks, 

Texan. 
San  Antonio,  Tex. .. 


Total 


DEPARTMENT  OF 
THE  ODLF. 

Headquarters 

New  Orleans,  La. . . 
Jackson  Barracks,  La 

Goushatta,  La 

Natchitoches,  La  . . . 

Pineville,  La 

Shreveport,  La 


Saint  Martin8TilIe,La 
Monroe,  La 


Baton  Rouge,  La. 

Clinton,  La 

Bayou  Sara,  La . . 


Holly  SpringH,  Miss. 
Port  OibHon,  Miss  . . 


Vicksburgh,  Miss. 


McCumb  Ci<y,  Miss. 
JackHon,  Miss 


Livingston,  Ala 
MobUe.Ala... 


Mount  Vernon  Bar* 

racks,  Ala 
Huutaviile,  Ala 


Little  Rock,  Ark 


Total 


SITUATIONS. 


On  the  Rio  Grande  ... 

At  Jacksborough 

At  Comanche  Springs. 

At  Laredo 

At  Brownsville 

At  Rio  Grande  City . . . 


New  Orleans,  La 


New  Orleani,  La . 


COMMANDING 
OFFICERS. 


Capt   Charles  Bentzoni, 

25th  Inf. 
Capt.  T.  A.  Baldwin,  lOth 

Cav. 
Capt.  D.  D.  Van  Valzah, 

25th  Inf. 
Maj.    G.    W.    Schofield, 

10th  Cav. 
Lieut.  Col.  T.  C.  Devln, 

8th  Cav. 
Maj.  A.  J.  Alexander,  8th 

(Jav. 
Capt.  E.  E.  Sellers,  lOth 

Inf. 


Brig.  Gen.  C.  C.  Augur. 


Col.  P.  R.  De  Trobriand, 

13th  Inf. 
Col.  D.  L.  Floyd  Jones, 

3d  Inf. 
Ist  Lieut.  J.  W.  Hannay, 

3d  Inf. 
Capt.  Charles  Hobart,  3d 

Inf. 
Mflj.  H.  L.  Chipman.  3d 

luf. 
Capt.  W.  H.  Clapp,  16tb 

Inf. 
Capt.  J.  H  Gagebv,3dlnf. 
Capt.    J.    T.    McGinnis, 

1.3th  Inf. 
Li<^ut.  Col.  J.  R.  Brooke, 

3d  Inf. 
Capt.  B.  H.  Rogers,  13th 

Inf. 
Capt  G.  M.  Bascom,  I3th 

Inf. 
CaptE.  W.Cllft.  13thlnf 
Capt.  P.  B.  Do  Courcy, 

i3th  Inf. 
Maj.  R.  S.  La  Mott«,  13th 

Inf. 
Capt.  J.  H.  Page.  3d  Inf.. 
Capt.  A.  W.  Allyn.  16th 

Inf. 
Citpt.    II.    A.    Theaker, 

Kith  Inf. 
Capt.  J.  S.  Fletcher,  16th 

Inf. 
Capt.  W.  G.  Wedemeyer, 

16th  luf. 
Capt.  C.  R.  Lay  ton,  16th 

Inf. 
Lieut.  Col.   H.    A.   Mor- 
row, 13th  Inf. 
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MtlUmif  DiviHan  of  the  Miewuriy  ^o. — Continued. 
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BEPOBT  OF   THE   SECBETABT   OF   WAB. 

C. — PoHiian  and  distribution  of  tro&ps  in  the 


POSTS. 


DIPARTMIKT  Of 
THI  PLATTB. 

Headqnarteri 


Omaha      Barracki, 

Nebr. 
North  Platte,  Nebr  .. 


Gamp        Robinion, 
Nebr. 


Camp  Sheridan,  Nebr 

Sidney      Barraeki, 
Nebr. 
«     Fort       McPherion, 
Nebr. 
Fort  Laramie,  W70. 

FortD.  A.  Rnasell, 

Wyo. 
Port  Sanders,  Wyo.. 
Fort    Fred    Steele, 

Wyo. 
Gamp    Stambangh,  • 

Wyo. 
Fort  Brldger,  Wyo.. 

Gamp  Brown,  Wyo. 

Gheyenne      Depot, 

Wyo. 
Fort        Petterman, 

Wyo. 
Fort  Hartflnff,  Nebr  . 

Fort  Gameron,  Utah . 

Gamp  Douglai,  Utah 

Port  Hall.  Idaho  .... 

Big  Horn  Expedition 


SITUATIONS. 


Omaha,  Nebr 

4  milei  above  Omaha 


At  Red   Glond   agency, 
Nebr. 


At  Spotted  Tail's  agen- 
cy, Nebr. 
Near  Sidney  Station 


6  miles  sonth  of  MePher- 

son  Station. 
Near  mouth  of  Laramie 

River. 


Near  Gheyenne . 


On  line  of  the  U.  P.  R.  R. 
do 


67  miles   firom  Point  of 

Rotlu. 
10  miles  south  of  Carter's 

Station. 
138  miles  firom  Bryan 


At  Cheyenne 

170  miles  from  Cheyenne . 

On  North  Fork  of  Loup 

River. 
At  Beaver. 

3  miles  east  of  Salt  Lake 

City. 
140  miles  north  of   Co* 

rinne,  Utah. 
In  the  field 


COMMANDING 
OFFICERS. 


Brig.  Oen.  Gko.  Crook. . . . 
CoL  J.  C.  Davis,  S3d  Inf  . . 

Capt  James  Henton,  23d 

Inf. 
Col.  R.  S.  Mackenzie,  4th 

Cav. 

Capt  J.  D.  Devin,  9th  Inf. 

Capt  O.  W.  Pollock,  23d 

Inf. 
Capt  C.  W.Wheaton,  23d 

Inf. 
MaJ.  E.  F.  Townsend,  9th 

Inf. 

CoL  J.  J.  Reynolds,   3d 

Cav. 
Col.  I.  N.  Palmer,  2d  Cav . 
1st  L'ent  Joseph  Keeffe, 

4th  Inf. 
Capt  E.  J.  Spaolding,  2d 

Cav. 
Capt  C.J. Von  Herrmann, 

4th  Inf. 
Capt  John  Mix,  2d  Cav  . . 

Capt  Qeo.  K.  Brady,  23d 

Inf. 
Capt  E.  M.  Coates,  4th  Inf 

Capt  J.  J.  Coppinger,  23d 
Inf. 

Lieut  Col.  Henry  Doug- 
las, 14tb  Inf. 

Mfy.  Montgomery  Bryant, 
I4th  Inf. 

Capt  A.  H.  Bainbridge, 
14th  Inf. 

Brig.  Gen.  Geo.  Crook 


Total 

Grand  total  Military  Diviiiion  of  the  Missouri 
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3d  Cav.  and 

23d  Inf. 
2d  Cav..  4th, 

9th,  and  23d 

Int 
23d  Inf 


4th  Inl..., 
4th  Inf.... 


2d  Cav... 

4th  Inf... 


2d  Cav.  and 
4  th  Inf. 
23d  Inf 


4th  Inf... 
23d  Inf... 
14Ui  Inf.. 
. ...do  . ... 
, ...do  . ... 


2d,  3d,  &  5th 
Cav.,  &.  4th, 
9tb.  &,  14th 
Inf. 
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Adjutant-Grnrral'8  Opficb, 

Wtuhin^on,  D.  C,  October  14,  1876. 
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Military  Division  of  the  MisBOurij  ^c— Continued. 
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REPORT    OF    THE    SECRETARY    OF    WAR. 


D. — Position  and  distribution  of  troops  in  the  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  commanded 

latest  returns  on  file  in  the 


POSTS. 


SITUATIONS. 


COMMANDING 
OFFlCJriRS. 


Fort  Hamilton,  New 

York  Harbor. 
Fort    Waduworth, 

New  York  Harbor. 
Fort     Wood,     New 

York  Harbor. 
Fort  Niagara,  N.  Y.. 

Fort  Porter,  N.  Y 

Fort  Ontario,  N.Y  .. 

Plattdbnrgh  Bar- 
racks, N.  Y. 

Madison  Barracks, 
N.Y. 

Fort  Wayne,  Mich  .. 

Fort  Mackinac,  M!cb 
Fort  Brady,  Mich  . . . 

Fort  Warren,  Mass. . 

Fort   Independence, 

Ma88. 
Port  Preble,  Me 


Fort  Trtunbnll,  Conn 
Fort  Adams,  R.  I... 
PortMcHenry,  Md. 
FortPoote,  Md 


Fort  Monroe,  Va .... 


In  New  York  Harbor  . . . 

, do 

do 

At  Yoongstown,  N.  Y... 

At  Buffalo,  N.Y 

At  Oswego,  N.Y 

At  Plattsbnrgb,  N.  Y  .... 

Sa<;ket's  Harbor,  N.  Y. . . 

3   miles  below    Detroit, 

Mich. 
On  Michilmackinac  Island 
At  Sanlt  Ste.  Marie,  Mioh. 


In  Boston  Harbor... 
do 

On  Spring  Point.... 
At  New  London  . . . . 
In  Newport  Harbor. 
At  Baltimore,  Md... 


On  Potomac  River,  eight 
miles  below  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

At  Old  Pofait  Comfort, 
Va. 


Col.    George  W.  Getty, 

3d  Art. 
Maj.  H.  G.  Gibson,  3d  Art 

Capt.  L.  L.  Livingston,  3d 

Art. 
MnJ.  G.  A.  DeRassy,  3d 

Art 
Capt.  John  Hartley,  93d 

Inf. 
Capt.  R.  N.  Scott,  3d  Art . 

Capt.  H.  W.  Closson,  Ist 

Art. 
LiKOt.  Col.  R  B.  Ayres, 

Art. 
Col.  D.  S.  Stanley,  22d 

Inf. 
Maj.  A.  L.  Hough.  S2d  Inf 
Capt.  Charles  A.  Webb, 

22d  Inf. 
Capt  W.  M.  Graham.  1st 

Art 
Maj.  Clermont    L.  Betit, 

1st  Art. 
Maj.  John  Hamilton,  1st 

Art 
Maj.  J.  M.  Brannan,  let 

Art 
Capt.  R.  H.  Jackson,  Ist 

Art 
Lieut  Col.  W.  H.  French, 

2d  Art 
Capt.  J.  C.  Breckenridge, 

2d  Art 

Col.  WUliam  P.  Barry,  2d 
Art. 


Total  Military  Division  of  the  AtlanUc 
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SOUTH. 
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Morganton,  N.  C 


Charleston.  S.  C. 
Columbia,  S.  C  . 
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hg  Major-General  W.  S.  Hancock,  headquarters  New  York  City,  N.  F.,  taken  from  the 
Adjntant-GeneraPa  Office,  1876. 
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BEPOET    OF   THE    SECBETAET    OF    WAR. 

D. — PoiHion  and  diitribuHon  of  Iroopi  m  the 
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REPORT    OF    THE    SECRETARY    OF    WAR. 


E. — Position  and  distribution  of  troops  in  the  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific,  comma ndtd  by 

on  file  in  the  Jdjntant- 


GARKISONS.        I     I'RKSKNT. 


POSTS. 


SITUATIONS. 


COMMANDING 
OFFICE  US. 
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Rfgimeiitii. 
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DF.PART3IENT  OF 
CALIFOR-.JA. 


Ileadqunrtenj '  Sun  FrHncisco.  C.^l  | 

Alcatraz  Island,  Cal.    Id  San  Franciaco  liiubor  , 


Angel  Island.  Cal ... do 


Benecia     Barracks,     AtBenecia. 

Cal.  ; 

Camp  Bidwell,  Cal..    At  north  end  of  Snrprige 

I       Valley. 
Camp  Qoston,  Cal ...    In  Hoopa  Valley 


Camp  Independence.     In  Owemi'  River  Valley.. 

Cal.                           I 
PreHidlo,  Cal San  Francinco 


Camp       McD<)rmit, 

Nev. 
Camp  Halleck,  Nev . 

San  Diego  BarrackH, 
CaL 


80  miles  north  of  VVinne- 

mucca. 
12  miles  sonth  of  Hal- 

lecks's  Station. 
At  San  Diego,  Cal 


Total 


DBPARMMCNT  OF 
THB  COLUMBIA. 


Headquarters 

Camp  Harney,  Greg 

Fort  Klamath,  Oreg. 

Fort  Stevens,  Greg.. 

Fort  Boise,  Idaho  . . . 

Fort  Lapwal,  Idaho . 

FortCanby,  Wash.. 

Port  Colvllle,  Wash. 

Fort        Townsend, 

Wash. 
Fort       Vancouver, 

Wash. 
Fort  Walla  Walla, 

Wash. 
Fort  Wrangel,  Alaska 


Portland,  Oreg 

60  miles  south  of  Canon 

City. 
Near  Lake  Klamath 


Near  mouth  of  Columbia 

River. 
Near  Boise  City 


12  miles  from  Lewiston  . . 

At   month  of  Columbia 

River. 
In  Col vUle  Valley 


Near  Port  Townsend  .... 

18  miles  north  of  Port- 

land,  Oreg. 
In  WaUa  Walla  Valley  .. 

On  W^rangle  Island 


Sitka,  Alaska. 
Total 
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21 

a' 

I 
ll 

i! 

2! 

I 

1 

1 
1 

4 

3 
1 
3 


1st  Cav.  and 

21ft  Inf. 
....do  ....... 


4  th  Art. 
2istlnf. 


1st  Cav.  and 

21i*t  Inf. 
4th  Art 


3   1  .. 


I     I 


Ist  Cav. 
21st  Inf 


HeadqnnrterM 

2 1  St  Inf. 
1st  Cav 


2lstlnf. 
4th  Art. 
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Mttjor-Otneral  Irvin  McUfwelltheadquartera  San  Francisco,  Cal.y  taken  from  tht  latest  returns 
GeneraTs  Office,  1876. 
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BEPOBT  OP  THE   SECHETABY   OF  WAB. 

£. — Fo»itio»  and  ^itrtbuHoti  af  troapi  i. 


8IT0AT10N8. 

COMMANDING 
OFFICERa. 

OalBlsc.. 

'— I 

POST.. 

■s 

1 

RaghnentL 

i 

s 

i 

I 

s 

' 

Camp  Ap>ch^  Arli 
Camp  Bowie,  Aril.. 
C*iaf  Drant,  Arlt. .. 
Camp  Lowell,  Art* 
Camp      McDowell, 
Camp  McJaTe,  Aria. 
Camp  Tarda,  Aril-. 

In  While  Moontii  won- 
Orabani. 

Cy>.  P-  0.  (Wlbj,  eu. 
Ca£G.a«.L.IIan.«h 

M^.O.  E.  Comptoo,  Sth 

Col.  iamei   Oakea,   Stfa 

GaT. 
Cafl.  A,  R.  Cbaffee,  Sib 

Caw''  E.  C.  WoodmlT, 

CaUa-''^Br.3to..B.h 

a 
s 

6th  ci..^ 

Bih  lof. 

Sth  Gar 

Sth  Car.  and 

...do." 

...do.  

lahlnf... 

Bih'nf. 

Stfa  C»T.  and 

Bth  iDf.  and 
1S<h  lot 

SlbCaT.aad 
Bib  Inf. 

M  mllu  north  of  Uart- 
»pB  WallL 

Near  the  head  of  Mojaie 
Valley. 

Fort  Whipple.  Aria., 

Fonrnma,Oal 

Oanp  Thomu,  Aril 

IJeot.CoLJ.D.Wllkliu, 
HaJ.  T.  S.  Dann,  Bib  Inf. 
CapL  C.  M.  Ballaj,  Sth 

a' 
s 

Al  jDDCtlon  of  Gila  and 

Colorado  Rl*.™. 
Naar  old  Fort  Ooodwln, 

^ 

1 

CtraodUMlHU 

- 

"% 

■■ 

'■ 
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MiliUirjf  DivUion  of  the  Pacific,  ^'c.—Continued. 
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THOMAS  M.  VINCENT, 

ABsUtant  Adfjutant-General, 
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REPORT   OF   THE    SECRETARY    OF   WAR. 


Y.— Statement  showing  the  organization  of  the  enlisted  men  of  the  Regular  Army,  compiled 
from  returns  received  at  the  Adjiitant-GeneraVs  Office  up  to  October  31,  1876. 

FIRST  REGIMENT  OP  CAVALRY. 


Coropanies,  Sec. 


Headqnartera ' 

Mon-cominiiMioned  staff  , 

and  band !  19 

A I  64 

B 65 

C 64 

D '  6;} 

E ;  67 

P I  63 

O .* 61 

H !  60 

1 62 

K 64 

L ;  68 

M i  54 

Total.. 774 

1 


Date  of  report. 


Station. 


Aug.  31,  1876 

Port  Vancouver,  Wa»b. 

do 

Do. 

do 

Camp  Bidwell,  Cal. 

do 

Fort  Klamath.  Oref^. 

do 

Cump  McDermlt,  Nev. 

......  do ...... 

PreHidio.  San  Pranciitco,  Cal. 

do 

Port  Walla  Walla,  Wash. 

do 

Port  Lapwai,  Ind.  T. 

do 

San  Diego  Barrackg.  Cal. 

do 

Port  Walla  Walla.  Wa«h. 

do 

Camp  Halleck,  N^v. 

do 

Cump  Harney,  Oreg. 

......do 

Port  Walla  Walla,  Wash. 

•  •••••  \X\j  ■«*»•• 

Port  Colville,  Wash. 

SECOND  REGIMENT  OF  CAVALRY. 


Headauarters .......... 

Kon-commiflgioned  staff 
and  band ............ 

16 
62 
63 
65 
68 
58 
66 
63 
65 
50 
62 
52 
71 
204 
1 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

<i 

H 

I 

K 

L 

M 

Recruits 

Do 

ToUl 


Aug.  31,  1876 

do 

June  30, 1876 

do 

Aug.  31,  1876 
June  30,  1876 

do 

Aug.  31,1876 

do 

do 

June  30,  1876 
Aug.  31,  1876 

do 

do 


966 


Fort  Sanders,  Wyoming  Ter. 

Do. 

Port  Fettemian,  Wyomicg  Ter. 
Fort  Sandem.  Wyoming  Ter. 
Camp  Stambaugb,  Wyoming  Ter. 
Fort  Fred.  Steele,  Wyoming  Ter. 
Port  Sandern,  Wyoming  Ter. 
Fort  Ellifi,  Mont. 

Do. 

Do 
Fort  Laramie,  Wyoming  Ter. 

Do. 
Fort  Ellis,  Mont, 
Camp  Brown,  Wyoming  Ter. 
Left  Suint  Loulu  Barracks  September  2!),  1876. 
Left  Sidney  Barracks  September  — ,  1876. 


THIRD  REGIMENT  OF  CAVALRY. 


Headnnarters .......... 

Non-commiKsioned  staff 
and  band ............ 

20    . 

60 

66 
^61 

49 

64 

55 

63 

62 

52 

60 

51 

55 

43 

4 

7 

130 

120 

A 

B 

c 

D 

E 

p 

o 

H 

I 

K 

L 

M 

Recruits ............... 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Total 

1,022 

June  30,  1876 

, do 

do 

do 

......do 

Aug.  31.  1876 
June  30,  1876 

do 

do 

Aug.  31,  1876 

do 

do 

. .... .do... . . . 

June  30,  1876 


Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  Wyoming  Ter. 

Do. 
Do. 

Port  McPherson,  Nebr. 
Sidney  Barracks.  Nebr. 
Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  Wyoming  Ter. 

Do. 

Do. 
Sidney  Barrackf,  Nebr. 
Fort  McPherson,  Nebr. 
Sidney  Barracks,  Nebr. 
Camp  Robinson,  Nebr. 
Port  McPherson,  Nebr. 
Fort  D.  A.Russell.  Wyoming  Ter. 
Left  Saint  I>onis  Barracks  August  14, 1876. 
Left  Saint  Louis  Barracks  October  3,  1876. 
Left  Sidney  Barracks  September  — ,  1876. 
Left  Saint  Louis  Barracks  October  17,  1876. 
Left  Saint  Louis  Barracks  October  12,  1876. 
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F. — Statement  shotring  the  organization  of  enlisted  men  of  the  Regular  Army^  ^c — Continued. 


FOURTH  REGIMENT  OF  CAVALRY. 


Compam«»,  &c 


Headqnarteri 

Non-eommiMioned  staff 

and  band 

A 


B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

6 

H 

I 

K 

L 

M 

Recruits. 

Do.. 

Do.. 

Do.. 

Do.. 


Total 


IS 

« 


«  S  a    Date  of  report. 

H 


.Station. 


18 
48 
54 
52 
56 
58 
63 
52 
52 
64 
55 
56 
64 
50 
240 

? 

22 


1,010 


Aug.  31,  1876    Camp  Robinson,  Nebr. 


...do.... 
....do.... 

....do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 
...do.... 
....do.... 
....do.... 

I  •  «  •  UO  •  *  •  ■ 

...do.... 
...do.... 
...do.... 


Do. 
Fort  Sill,  Ind.  T. 
Camp  Robinson,  Nebr. 
Port  Sill.  Ind.  T. 
Camp  Robinson,  Nebr. 

Do. 

Do. 
Fort  Reno,  Ind.  T. 
Port  Sill  Ind.  T. 
Camp  Robinson,  Nebr. 
Fort  Sill,  iLd.  T. 
Port  Reno,  Ind.  T. 
Camp  RqbioHon,  Nebr. 
Left  Saint  Lonis  Barracks  August  24,  1876. 
Left  Saint  Louis  Barracks  September  6,  1876. 
Left  Saint  Louis  Barracks  October  3,  1876. 
Left  Saint  Louis  Barracks  October  16,  1876. 
Received  at  Camp  Robinson  October  7  and  20,  1876. 


FIFTH  REGIMENT  OF  CAVALRY. 


Readqnartem 

KoD-eommissioned  staff 

•od  band...... 

A 

B 


D 

E 

P 

G 

H 

1 

K 

L 

M 

lUcmitt. 

Do.. 

Do.. 

Do.. 


Total 


20 
64 
60 
68 
67 
63 
64 
63 
53 
57 
57 
63 
57 
2 
12 
43 
260 


1,073 


do 
do 
Aug.  31. 
June  30, 

do. 

do 

Ang.  31, 
AprU  30, 
Ang.  31, 
June  30, 

do. 

Ang.  31, 
April  30, 


1P76 
1876 


1876 
1876 


1876 
1876 
1876 
1876 


Department  of  the  Platte. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Camp  Robinson.  Nebr. 
Department  of  the  Platte. 

Do. 
Gamp  Robinson,  Nebr. 
Department  of  the  Platte. 
Left  Sidney  Barracks  September,  1876. 
Left  Saint  Louis  Barracks  May,  June,  August,  October,  1876. 
Left  Saint  Louis  Barracks  August  14,  1876. 
Left  Saint  Louis  Barracks  September  6,  1876. 


SIXTH  REGIMENT  OF  CAVALRY^ 


Heidqnarters 

Aug.  31,  1876 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

......do...... 

......do...... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do. 

1 

Camp  Grant,  Ariz. 
Do. 

XoD^eommiMioned  staff 
and  band.... 

12 
60 
66 
61 
54 
62 
t)6 
61 
63 
58 
65 
60 
59 

A 

Camp  Apnche,  Ariz. 
Camp  Lowell,  Ariz. 
Camp  Grant,  Ariz. 
Camp  Apache,  Ariz. 
Camp  Verdo,  Ariz. 
Camp  on  Gila,  Ariz. 
Camp  Grant,  Ariz. 
Camp  Bowie.  Ariz. 
Camp  McDowell,  Ariz. 
Port  Whipple.  Ariz. 
Camp  Bowie,  Ariz. 
Camp  Grant,  Ariz. 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 

K 

L 

M 

Total 

737 

60 
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F. — Statement  showing  the  organization  ofenVmted  men  of  the  Regular  Army,  cj*c. — Continued 


♦SEVENTH  REQI.MENT  OP  CAVALRY. 


Companies,  &c 

Enlisted  men 
present  and 
absent 

Date  of  report. 

Station. 

Headanartem .......... 

Aug.  31,  1876 

do 

June  30,  1876 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

April  30. 1876 
June  30,  1876 
April  30,  1876 
June  30,  1876 

Fort  A.  Lincoln.  Dak. 

Non-commisiioned  staff 
iin<f  band-r..«ri- 

19 
45 
69 
29 
61 
24 
32 
51 
52 
66 
63 
67 
52 
503 
154 
7 
18 

Do. 

A 

Do, 

B 

Fort  Rice.  DHk. 

c 

Fort  A.  Lincoln,  Dak. 

D 

Do. 

B 

Do. 

p 

Do. 

G 

Fort  Rice,  Dak. 

H 

Do. 

I 

Fort  Totten^  Dak. 

K 

Fort  Rice,  Dak. 

L 

Fort  A.  Lincoln,  Dak. 

M 

F^rt  Totten,  Dak. 

Recruits ............... 

Left  Saint  Louis  Barracks  September  23,  1876. 

Do 

Ltfft  Saint  Louis  Barracks  July  14,  1876. 
Left  Riiint  Louis  Barracks  September  4,  1876. 

Musicians  ............. 

Recmita ............... 

Left  Fort  Snelllng  September  26,  1876. 

Total 

1,312 

*  A  report  just  received  gives  the  total  strength  of  this  regiment,  September  30,  1876,  as  1,205  enlisted  mei 

EIGHTH  REGIMENT  OP  CAVALRY. 


Headquarters 

Aug.  31, 1876 

•   V  •  •  M  •  CIO  ••**•• 

......do...... 

......do 

.  ..... do ...... 

do 

do 

•  •••«•  uo  •••••• 

......  do ...... 

do 

......do 

do 

do 

• do 

Port  Clark,  Tex. 

Mon-commitaioned  staff 
and  bandr..... ,>ir... 

20 
36 
66 
67 
70 
50 
65 
36 
72 
72 
65 
72 
68 

Do. 

A 

Ringgold  Barracks,  Tex. 

B 

Fort  Clark,  Tex. 

c 

Port  Brown.  Tex. 

D 

Do. 

E 

Ringgold  Barracka,  Tex. 

P 

Fort  Clark,  Tex. 

Q 

Ringgold  Barraokf,  Tex. 
Do. 

H 

I 

Port  Brown,  Tex. 

K 

Fort  Duncan.  Tex. 

L 

Fort  Brown,  Tex. 

M 

Do. 

140  recruita  ordered  October  25,  1876. 
150  recruits  ordered  November  1,  1876. 

Total 

759 

NINTH  REGIMENT  OP  CAVALRY. 


Haadanarters. ......... 

Aug.  31,1876 
do 

•  •  •  •  a  ■  QO  •••••• 

do 

•  ••*«•  uO  •••••* 
•  •  •  •  •  UO  ••*«•• 

do 

•  •••»• QO  •••••• 

•  ••••• QO  ••«••* 

•  ••••*  QO •*•••• 

do 

do 

do. 

do 

Santa  F6.  N.  Hex. 

Non-eommisaioned  staff 
wnd  band .....■■■.... 

19 
40 
52 
51 
39 
62 
42 
56 
66 
45 
55 
68 
53 

Do. 

A 

Port  Bayard,  N.  Max. 
Port  McRae,  N.  Hex. 

B 

0 

Fort  Bayard,  N.  Mex. 
Port  Wallace.  Kans. 

D 

E 

Fort  Union.  N.  Mex. 

P 

Fort  Selden,  N.  Mex. 

o 

Fort  Garland.  Colo. 

H 

Fort  Stanton.  N.  Mex. 

I 

Fort  Wingate,  N.  Mex. 
Fort  Union.  N.  Mex. 

K 

L 

Fort  Lyon.  Colo. 
Fort  Stanton.  N.  Mex. 

M 

Total 

648 
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F. — Statement  showing  the  organization  of  enlisled  men  of  the  Regular  Armyj  4^c. — Continaed. 


TENTH  REGIMENT  OF  CAVALRY. 


Companies,  Sec. 

=  •0 

9  a 
g« 

0  S  0  lOate  of  report. 

1*1  i 

Station. 

Headanarters  .  ....... 

Aug.  31, 187d 
do 

Fort  Concho.  Tex. 

NoD-c4>mminiioDed  stafF 
and  band ............ 

25 

Do. 

A 

61    do. 

56  j do 

59  1 do 

Do. 

B, 

Fort  Mcintosh.  Tex. 

C 

Fort  McKuvett,  Tex. 

D 

61 
57 
61 
59 
55 

do 

do 

do 

do. 

do 

Fort  Coucho,  Tex. 

E 

F 

San  Felipe,  Tex. 
Fort  C'oncho,  Tex. 

0 

Fort  Griffin,  Tex. 

H 

Fort  Davig,  Tex. 

I 

60    do 

61  1 do 

Fort  RichardHon.  Tex. 

K 

Fort  Clark.  Tfx. 

L 

59 
56 
44 

do 

do 

Fort  Concho.  Tex. 

M 

Fort  Stockton.  Tex. 

Recraitg 

Left  SMint  Lonis  Barracks  September  3,  1876. 

Left  Fort  Columbuii  Augu»<t  29,  1876. 

All  disposable  recruits  ordered  October  25,  1876. 

Do 

9 

Total 

783 

FIRST  REGIMENT  OF  ARTILLERY. 


Hf  iidqvarters 

XoD-eotnmlvgioned  staff 

sod  band 

A 


B 

C 

D 

E 

P 

0 

H 

I 

Battery  K 
L. ....... 

N 

Kecniits .. 


Total. 


22 
59 
44 
54 
33 
56 
59 
47 
33 
19 
53 
28 
28 
3 


538 


Sept.  30, 1876 

do 

do 

Oct  18,1876 
Sept.  30,  1876 

do 

, do 

do 

, do 

do 

Oct  18, 1876 
Sept  30, 1876 
do 


Fort  Adams,  R.  I. 

Do. 
Fort  Sill,  Ind.  T. 
Columbia.  S.  C. 
Fort  Sill,  Ii.d.  T. 
Columbia,  S.  C. 
Fort  Sill,  Ind.  T. 

Do. 
Fort  Monroe.  Va. 
Columbia,  S.  C. 

Do. 
Fort  Adams,  R.  I. 
Columbia,  S.  C. 

Do 
Attached  to  Company  G  for  instmcUon. 


SECOND  REGIMENT  OF  ARTILLERY. 


Rssdqaarters 

Sept  30, 1876 

do 

do 

do 

■  •••••  CIO  •••••• 

do 

do  .... 

do 

do 

do 

......  do ...... 

do 

do 

Fort  McHenry,  Md. 

Da 
Do. 

XQQ-eommii>Mioned  staff 

and  band 

Battery  A 

20 
70 
29 
55 
32 
27 
39 
52 
56 
57 
54 
31 
33 

B^ 

Port  Foote.  Md. 

C 

Fort  Riley.  Kanti. 
WinuHborongh,  S.  C. 
Raleigh,  N.  C. 
Morgauton,  N.  C. 
Port  Reno.  Ind.  T. 

D 

E 

P 

0....                  

H 

Do. 

I 

Fort  Dodge,  Kans. 
Fort  Monroe.  Vil 

K 

L 

Laocatiter.  S.  C. 

M 

Marion.  S.  C. 

Total 

555 
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THIRD  REGIMKNT  OP  ARTILLERY. 


Companies,  &c. 


Headquarters 

Non-committiioned  staff 

and  band 

A 


B 

Battery  C 

D 

E 

F 

O 

H 

I 

K 

L 

M 

Recraitfl  . 
Mu!<ician  . 
Do... 


Total. 


CO 

IS 

X    ■>    ** 

g  a,  ifi 

W 


21 
43 
24 
53 
53 
50 
22 
55 
20 
37 
29 
16 
38 
ti 
1 
1 


471 


Date  of  report. 


Ang.  31.1876 

do 

do 

do 

Oct.    18,1876 
Aug.  31,  1876 

do 

do 

do 

Oct.    18. 1876 

do 

Aug.  31. 1876 
do 


Station. 


Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor. 

Do. 
Black  vllle,  S.  C. 
Columbia.  S.  C. 

Fort  Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor. 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. 

Do. 
Columbia,  8.  C. 
Fort  I^juo,  Ind.  T. 
Columbia,  S.  C. 

Do. 

Do. 
Fort  R«no,  Ind.  T. 
Centennial  Grounds,  Philadelphia. 
Attaclied  to  Company  A  for  instruction. 
Loft  Fort  Columbus  September  20,  1876. 
Lefl  Fort  Columbus  September  21,  1676. 


FOURTH  REGIMENT  OF  ARTILLERY. 


Headquarters 

Non-com  (uiitsioned  staff 

and  band 

A 

Battery  B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 

K 

L 

M 

Recruits 

Do 


Total. 


Aug.  31, 1876 

do 

do 

do 

Oct.  20,1876 
Aug.  31, 1876 

do 

Oct  20,1876 
Aug.  31, 1876 
Oct.  20,  1876 
Aug.  31, 1876 
Oct.  20,1876 
Aug.  31, 1876 
do 


Presidio,  San  Francisco.  Cal. 

Do. 
Sitka,  Alaflka. 

Prenidio,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Camp  Robinson,  Nebr. 
Fort  Canby,  Wash. 
Fort  Stevens.  Oreg. 
Camp  Robinson,  Nebr. 
Sitka,  Alaska. 
Camp  Robinson,  Nebr. 
Fort  Monroe,  Vo. 
Camp  Robinson,  Nebr. 
Presidio.  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Sitka,  Alaska. 

Left  San  Francisco  August,  1876. 
Attached  to  Company  I  for  instruction. 


FIFTH  REGIMENT  OF  ARTILLERY. 


Headquarters 

Sept.  30. 1876 

do...;.. 

...... do ...... 

do 

.....  do ...... 

do 

do. 

......do...... 

......  do ...... 

do 

do 

.....do..... 

do 

Non-commissioned  staff 
and  band 

19 
48 
26 
39 
39 
48 
53 
28 
38 
21 
52 
26 
16 
10 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

Battery  F 

H 

I 

K 

L 

M 

Recruits 

Total 

463 

Charleston.  S.  C. 

♦        Do. 

Saint  Augustine,  Fla. 
Fort  Barrancas,  Fla. 
Summerville,  S.  C. 
Savannah,  Ga. 
Blackville,  S.  C. 
Charleston,  S.  C. 
Fort  Brooke,  Fla. 

Do. 
Fort  Barrancas,  Fla. 
Saint  Augustine,  Fla. 
Fort  Barrancas,  Fla. 

Do. 
Attached  to  Company  C  for  instruction. 
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¥.—Statement  showing  the  organization  of  enlisted  men  of  the  Regular  Ai'my^  <f*c. — Continued. 

FIRST  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 


0*0 


Companies,  8lc. 


Headqaartere 

Non-comminioned  BtaiF 
and  band 


B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

O 

H 

I 

K 

R^cmita 


Total. 


"a 


fi.sS 


22 
52 
50 
49 
48 
53 
47 
50 
49 
53 
50 
7 


530 


'Date  of  report. 


Sept.  30, 1876 

do 

......do...... 

......do , 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Station. 


Fort  Randall,  Dak. 

Do. 
Lower  Bml6  Agency,  Dak. 
Fort  Rice,  Dak. 
Fort  Sully,  Dak. 

Do. 
Fort  Randall,  Dak. 
Fort  Sully,  Dak. 
Standing  Rock  Agency,  Dak. 
Fort  Sully,  Dak. 
Fort  Randall,  Dak. 
Standtnt;  Rock  Agt^ncy,  Dak. 
Left  Fort  Columbuti  October  11, 


1876. 


SECOND  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 


W^^Aernnrtf^rt . . 

Sept  30, 1876 

......do...... 

......do...... 

......do 

do 

.. do 

......do...... 

do 

do 

......do...... 

......do...... 

do 

Atlanta,  Qa. 

N<m-eoiniiiiisaioned  staff 
atmI  hand ............ 

18 
36 
37 
31 
35 
34 
41 
^     39 
40 
37 
38 
51 

Do. 

A 

Aiken.  S.  C. 

B    

Atlanta.  Ga. 

c 

Aiken,  S.  C. 

D 

Edgefield.  S.  C. 

E 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

p 

Chattannoira,  Tenn. 

G 

Edgefield,  S.  C. 

H 

Aiken,  S.  C. 

I 

Atlanta.  Ga. 

K 

Do. 

K^emitB  .............. 

Left  ColumbnR  Barracks  October  1S2   1 876. 

100  recruits  ordered  September  22,  1876. 

Total 

437 

THIRD  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 


Hesadqnarters 

Noa-commi8«ioned  staff 
and  band............ 


B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G. 

H. 

I., 

K. 


Total. 


20 
45 
42 
41 
45 
44 
42 
43 
42 
41 
43 


448 


Sept  30, 1876 


Holly  Springy,  Miss. 


•do......  Do. 

.do Macon.  Miss. 

.do Baton  Ronge,  La. 

.do Pineville,  La. 

.do St.  Martinsville.  La. 

.do Holly  Springs,  Miss. 

.do. McComb  City,  La. 

■do. Conshatta,  La. 

■  do I  Natchitoches,  La. 

do !  Pineville,  La. 

.do '  Baton  Rouge.  La. 

50  recruits  ordered  September  22,  1876. 
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FOURTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 


CompanieR,  &c. 


Hendquartew 

Non-com miMsioned  Htaff 

and  band 

A 


B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 

K 

RecrnltB. 

Do.. 

Do.. 


Total 


0*0 


13 
45 
46 
52 
42 
50 
4.3 
47 
46 
51 
46 
49 
10 
60 


600 


Date  of  report. 


Aag.  31, 1676 
do 

do 

do 

Jane  30,1876 
Aujr.  31,1876 
Jane  30,1876 

do 

Aug.  31,1876 

. ... ..do 

do 


Station. 


Fort  Bridger,  Wyo. 

Do. 
Fort  Fred.  Steele,  Wyo. 
Fort  Reno,  Wyo. 
Fort  Fettevman,  Wyo. 

Do. 
Fort  Reno,  Wyo. 
Fort  Fetterman.  Wyo. 
Fort  Sanders,  Wyo. 

Do. 
Fort  Fetterman,  Wyo. 
Fort  Laramie,  Wyo. 

54  rt>cniitg  left  GolambuN  Barracks  Jaly  6,  1876,  (5  joined.) 
Left  Fort  Columbus  Jnly  19,  1876. 
I<eft  Coiumbas  Barracks  Aagast  39,  1876. 


FIFTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 


Headquarters 

Non-commissioned  staff 
and  band...... ...... 

19 
49 
52 
48 
51 
52 
52 
51 
51 
50 
51 
25 

A 

B 

d 

D 

E 

F 

o 

H 

I 

K .• 

Recruits. .  ^ ......... 

Totrf 

551 

Aag.  31,1876 

.....do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

, do 

, do 

do 


Department  of  Dakota. 

Do. 
Do. 

Do.  , 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Left  Columbus  Barracks  September  12,  1876. 


SIXTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 


Headquarters 

Non-commissioned  staff 
and  band ............ 

21 

A 

49 

B 

50 

c 

50 

D 

40 

E 

46 

F 

44 

o 

46 

H 

47 

I t ^. 

49 

K 

47 

Recrnits 

7 

Do 

Do 

4 
1 

Do 

2 

Total 

503 

Fort  Baford,  Dak. 

Do. 
Standing  Rook  Agency,  Dak. 
Fort  A.  Lincoln,  Dak. 
Port  Baford,  Dak. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Fort  Stevenson,  Dak. 
Fort  Buford,  Dak. 
Fort  Stevenson.  Dak. 

85  recrnits  left  Columbus  Barracks  May  29, 1876,  (78  joined.) 
Left  Fort  Cola  mbus  August  2,  1876. 
Left  Fort  SnelUng  September  iX,  1876. 
Left  Columbus  Barracks  October  6,  1876. 
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SEVENTH  REGIMENT  OP  INFANTRY. 


Companies,  &c» 

Enliatod  men 
present  and 
absent. 

Date  of  report. 

Station. 

Headquarters. ......... 

Aug.  31.1876 

do 

June  30, 1876 

■  ••*••  uo ••■••• 

Aug.  31. 1876 
......  do ...... 

Jnne  30. 1876 
Aug.  31.1876 

......do 

June  30,1876 

•  •••••  CI  V  •«•••• 

do...... 

Fort  Shaw.  Mont. 

Non-comminioned  staff 
and  band ............ 

17 
38 
35 
42 
40 
40 
45 
43 
41 
40 
33 
59 

23 

Do. 

A 

Do. 

B 

Do. 

c 

Fort  Ellis  Mont                                              "" 

D 

Camp  Baker,  Mont. 
Do. 

E 

P 

Fort  Benton.  Mont. 

G 1. 

Fort  Shaw  Mont. 

H 

Do. 

1 

Do. 

K 

Do. 

Recmlts 

87  recruits  left  Newport  Barracks  September  23,  1875,  (28 

Joined.) 
Left  Columbus  Barracks  August  4,  1876. 

Do 

• 

Total 

496 

•    . 

• 

EIGHTH  REGIMENT  OP  INFANTRY. 


Haadquarteni 

Non-«omml8sioned  staff 
and  band 


B. 
C. 
D. 
E. 
P. 
G. 
H. 
I.. 
K. 


Total 


20 
47 
57 
46 
49 
42 
49 
43 
47 
51 
48 


499 


Ang.  31,1876 

do 

do 

do 

.....do...... 

do 

do 

do 

, do 

do 


Prescott,  Ariz. 

Do. 
Camp  Verde,  Ariz. 

Do. 
Camp  McDowell.  Ariz. 
Camp  on  Gila,  Ariz. 
Camp  Apache,  Ariz. 
Fort  Whipple,  Ariz. 
Camp  Lowell,  Ariz. 
Fort  Yuma,  Cal. 
Camp  Grant,  Ariz. 
Camp  Apaobe,  Ariz. 


NINTH  REGIMENT  OP  INFANTRY. 


Headquarters 

Non-commissioned  staff 
and  band 


B 

C 

D 

£. 

F, 

O. 

H. 


K 

Reemita. 
Do.. 


Total 


21 
48 
51 
52 
46 
49 
50 
38 
40 
47 
46 
27 
92 

607 


Aug.  31, 1876 

......do  

do 

do 

June  30, 1876 
Aug.  31, 1876 

do 

Juno  .30,1876 

do 

Aug.  31, 1876 


Fort  Laramie,  Wyo. 

Do. 

Camp  RobinHon,  Nebr. 
Camp  SheridHU,  Nebr. 
Fort  Laramie,  Wyo. 
Camp  RobinHon,Nebr. 
Fort  Reno,  Wyo. 
Fort  Laramie,  Wyo. 
Do. 

Camp  Sheridan,  Nebr. 

Camp  Robinson,  Nebr. 

69  recruits  left  Columbus  Barracks  July  6, 1876,  (42  Jobied.) 

Left  Fort  Columbus  August  27,  1876. 


5  w 
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TENTH  REaiMBin'  OP  INFANTRY 


Gompanies,  See. 

Enlisted  men 
present  and 
absent 

Date  of  report 

Station. 

Headquarten. 

• 

Sept  30^  1876 

do 

......do...... 

......do...... 

......do...... 

......do...... 

do 

do 

......do...... 

Port  McKavett.  Tex. 

Non>oommUaioned  staff 
and  band >. 

20 
44 

45 
44 

50 
48 
46 
48 
47 
42 
41 

Do. 

A 

Do. 

B 

Do. 

0 

Do. 

D 

San  Antonio,  Tex. 
Fnrt  MnKavAtt.  Tex. 

E 

p 

Do. 

0 

Fort  Clark.  Tex. 

H 

Do. 

I.... : 

Fort  McKavett,  Tex. 
Port  Clark.  Tex. 

K 

All  disposable  recmita  ordered  November,  1876. 

Total 

475 

ELEVENTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 


Headquarters 

Non-commiwdoned  staff 
'  and  band 

25 
41 
51 
48 
45 
42 
41 
42 
31 
45 
41 
3 
102 

Sept  30, 1876 

do 

......do...... 

do 

......do...... 

......do...... 

do 

......do...... 

......do...... 

......  do ...... 

Cheyenne  Agency,  Dak. 
Do. 

A 

Standing  Rock  Agency,  Dak. 
Do. 

B 

0 

Cheyenne  Agenoy,  Dak. 

Do.                      m. 

D 

E 

Do. 

P 

Do. 

G 

Do. 

H 

Standing  Rock  Agency,  Dak. 
Cheyenne  Agency,  Dak. 
Do. 

I 

K 

Recruits............... 

Fort  Columbus  October  9.  1876. 

Do 

•  •■•..  .......I 

Fort  Columbus  October  11.  1876. 

Total 

557 

TWELFTH  REGIMENT  OP  INFANTRY. 


HeadauarterB. ......... 

Non-commissioned  staff 
and  band ............ 

21 

A 

28 

B 

34 

0 

31 

D 

38 

B 

36 

F 

35 

G 

36 

H 

33 

I 

32 

K 

28 

Recruits 

3 

Total 

355 

Angel  Island,  CaL 

Do. 

Camp  Mojave,  Aria. 

Angel  Island,  Cal. 

Fort  Yuma,  Cal. 

Camp  Independence,  Cal. 

Camp  Gaaton,  CaL 

Alcatras  Island,  CaL 

Camp  Bidwell,  CaL 

Camp  Halleck,  Nev. 

Angel  Island,  CaL 

Camp  Mojave,  Aria. 

Left  San  Frandsco  Angnit,  1876. 
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THIRTEENTH  REGIMENT  OP  INFANTRY. 


Gompaaiet,  ice 

Enlisted  men 
present  and 
absent 

Date  of  report 

station. 

Headquarters  ....••... . 

Sept  30, 1876 

do 

do 

......  do ...... 

......do...... 

......do...... 

......do...... 

do 

do 

......do...... 

......do...... 

New  Orleans,  La. 

Hon-commlssinned  staff 
ami  band ............ 

16 
44 

46 
38 
49 
43 
4ff 
46 
38 
38 
47 

Do. 

A 

Vicksburgh,  Miss. 

B 

Bayou  Sara,  La. 

0 

Clinton,  La. 

D... 

New  Orleans,  La. 

E 

Little  Rock,  Ark.^ 

Y 

New  Orleans,  La. 

o 

Holly  Springs,  Miss. 

H 

I 

Port  Gibson,  MiSs. 
Monroe,  La. 

K 

Colambns,  Miss. 

Total 

451 

FOURTEENTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRT. 


TIeadif  alters .......... 

Aag.  31«  1876 

do 

do 

......do...... 

.do 

......do...... 

......do...... 

......do 

do 

do 

do 

Camp  Douglas,  Utah. 
Do. 

Noii-«>mmi8Bioned  staff 
and  l>and ............ 

22 

47 
49 
49 
43 
47 
50 
46 
47 
50 
50 
30 

A 

Fort  HalU  Idaho. 

B 

Camp  Donitlas.  Utah. 

c 

Do. 

D 

Fort  Cameron.  Utah- 

B 

Do. 

F 

Camp  Doufflas.  Utah. 

Q 

Fort  Cameron.  Utah. 

H 

Camp  Douglas.  Utah. 
Do. 
Do. 

I 

K 

Beemlts 

Left  Columbus  Barracks  August  29, 1876. 

T«tal 

530 

FIFTEENTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRT. 


Hettdqnarters 

Noo  'Commisslooed  staff 
aadband 


B 
C 
D 

S 
F 
O 
H 
I. 
K 


Total 


90 
48 
52 
45 
46 
46 
48 
44 
52 
51 
48 
2 

502 


Aug.  31,1876 

do 

do 

do 

.....  do ...... 

do 

.....do...... 

do 

do 

do 


Fort  Wingate,  N.  Mex. 

Do. 
Fort  Craig.  N.  Mex. 
Fort  Garland,  Colo. 
Fort  Union,  N.  Mex. 
Fort  Wingate,  N.  Mex. 
Port  Bayard,  N.  Mex. 
Fort  Union,  N.  Mex. 
Fort  Selden,  N.  Mex. 
Fort  Stanton,  N.  Mex. 
Port  Marcy,  N.  Mex. 
Fort  Wingate,  N.  Mex. 
Left  Columbus  Barracks  August  21, 1876. 
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SIXTEENTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 


Companies,  4to. 

.Enlisted  men 
prescfnt  and 
absent 

Date  of  report 

Station. 

Headaaarters .......... 

Sept.  30. 1876 

......do 

......do 

...... do...... 

......do.... .. 

......do 

......do.... .. 

do' 

......do...... 

......  do ...... 

......do. 

......  do ...... 

Mount  Vernon  Barracks,  Ala. 
Do. 

Non-commissioned  staff 
and  band  ..•••■..•••r 

33 
39 
34 
45 
36 
33 
34 
37 
36 
21 
36 
7 
100 

A 

Aberdeen.  Miss. 

B 

Jackson.  Miss. 

0 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

D 

Livingston,  Ala. 
Mobile,  Ala. 

E 

p   

Mount  Vernon  Barracks.  Ala. 

o 

Baton  Ronire  Barracks.  La. 

H 

Monroe,  La. 

I 

Shreveport  La. 

K 

HnntHville,  Ala. 

Recruits ............... 

Unassigned. 

Left  Columbus  Barracks  October  9, 1876. 

Do 

Total 

491 

SEVENTEENTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 


Headquarters 

Non-commissioned  staff 

and  band 

A 


B 

O 

D 

B 

F 

G 

H 

I 

K 

Recruits. 

Do.. 

Do.. 


Total 


21 

46 

46 

49 

50 

53 

52 

51 

49 

46 

47 

I 

1 

3 


515 


Aug.  31, 1876 

do 

do 

do , 

do 

do , 

do , 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 


Standing  Rock  Agency*  Dak. 

Do. 
Fort  A.  Lincoln,  Dak. 
Fort  Sisseton,  Dak. 
Fort  A.  Lincoln,  Dak. 
Fort  Rice,  Dak. 
Standing  Rook  Agency,  Dak. 

Do. 
Fort  A.  Lincoln,  Dak. 

Do. 
Big  Cheyenne  Agency,  Dak. 

Do. 
Left  Fort  Columbus  August  2, 1876. 
Left  Fort  Snelling,  September  17,  1876. 
Left  Fort  Columbus,  October  9.  1876. 


EIGHTEENTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 


Headquarters 

Non-commissioned  staff 

and  band 

A 


B 

O 

D 

E 

P 

G 

H 

I 

K 

Recruits. 
Do.. 


Total 


19 
34 
37 
36 
33 
34 
35 
36 
34 
36 
36 
43 
63 

476 


Sept  30, 1876 

do 

, do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

... ..do.... . 


Columbia,  S.  C. 

Do. 

Edgefield,  S.  C. 
Columbia,  S.  C. 

Do. 
Yorkville,  S.  C. 
Edgefield,  S.  C. 
Abbeville.  S.  C. 
Newberry,  S.  C. 
Allendale,  S.  C. 
Aiken,  S.  C. 
Laurent,  S.  C. 

Left  Columbus  Barracks  October  19,  1876. 
Left  Fort  Columbus  October  19,  1876. 
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F. — statement  showing  the  organization  of  enlisted  men  of  the  Regular  Army,  ^o. — Continued. 


NINETEENTH  REGIMENT  OP  INFANTRY. 


CompAclei,  &c 

n 
HI 

H 

Date  of  report. 

StaUon. 

Headquarters. ......... 

Sept  30, 1876 

do 

do 

do 

......do 

do 

......do...... 

do 

...... QO ...... 

.... ..do...... 

......  do ...... 

do 

Port  Lyon,  Colo. 
Do. 

KoQ-eommittioned  ftaff 
iDd  baod ...... ...... 

14 
35 
35 
34 
39 
35 
34 
34 
37 
36 
36 
2 
10 

A 

Fort  Hays,  Kans. 
Port  T<Amf>d   Kans. 

B 

c 

Fort  Dodge,  Kans. 
Fort  Lyon,  Colo. 
Fort  Elliott.  Tex. 

D 

E 

p 

Camp  Supply,  Ind.  Ter. 
Do. 

0 

H 

Fort  Elliott.  Tex. 

I 

Port  Lyon,  Colo. 
Fort  Wallace.  Kans. 

K 

Reemiti 

Left  Columbns  Barracks  September  S5,  1876. 

48  left  Columbas  Barracks  August  21, 1876,  (38  Joined.) 

Do 

ToUl 

381 

TWENTIETH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 


Hesdqaarten 

KoD-eommiMioned  staff 
lod  band............ 

23 

A 

36 

B 

33 

C 

37 

D 

37 

E 

34 

r 

37 

0 

37 

H 

35 

I 

31 

K 

39 

X«niits 

2 

Becreit 

1 

Ktonits 

2 

Total 

384 

Fort  Snelling.  Minn. 

Do. 
Fort  Seward,  Dak. 
Fort  Ripley,  Minn. 
Fort  Snelling.  Minn. 
Fort  A.  Lincoln.  Dak. 
Lower  Bral6  Agency,  Dak. 
Fort  Pembina,  Dak. 
Fort  A.  Lincoln,  Dak. 
Standing  Rock  Agency,  Dak. 
Lower  Bml6  Agency,  Dak. 
Fort  Totten,  Dak. 
Unaasigned. 

Left  Columbus  Barracks  September  S5, 1876. 
Left  Port  Columbus  October  9,  1876. 


TWENTY-FIRST  REGIMENT  OP  INFANTRY. 


Hflidqaarters. 

Aug.  31, 1876 

do 

do 

•  «••••  OO  •  •  •  •-•  • 

•  •••••  QO  •«•»•• 

do 

......  do ...... 

do 

•  •••••  uo  •••»•• 

•  •••••  QO  •••••• 

Fort  Vancouver,  Wash. 

Do. 
Fort  Boise,  Idaho. 
Fort  Wrangel,  Alaska. 
Fort  Townsend,  Wash. 
Fort  Vancouyer.  Wash. 

Do. 
Fort  Klamath,  Oreg. 
Fort  Lapwai,  Idaho. 
Fort  Vancouver,  Wash. 

Do. 
Camp  Harney,  Oreg. 

Left  Columbus  Barracks  September  19,  1876. 
Left  San  Frauciseo  August  — ,  1676. 
Left  Columbus  Barracks  September  25, 1876. 

Xon-commisBloned  staff 
ttdbaad 

19 

36 

25 

36 

38 

37 

36 

34 

38 

36 

35 

2 

7 

1 

A.....T. ......:::: 

B 1 

C 

D 

E 

F 

0 .' ; 

H 

I 

K '    '. 

iecniits 

Do 

lUtna 

Total 

380 
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T,-^8iaiemeni  ehotoing  the  organizatiofi  of  enlisted  men  cfthe  Regular  Armyy  4^ — Continued. 


TWENTY-SECOND  RSailiENT  OP  INFANTRY. 


Oompanleg,  See. 

Enlisted  men 
present  and 
absent. 

Date  of  report. 

Station. 

Headanarterfl  ......... 

Aug.  31, 1876 

do 

...... do ...... 

......  do ...... 

do...... 

do 

......do...... 

......  do ...... 

......  do ...... 

do ,. 

......do 

do 

do 

Port  Wayne.  Mich. 
Do. 

Non-commlsiioned  staff 
K*\A  band. ........... 

20 
37 
38 
35 
37 
31 
38 
38 
34 
32 
35 
44 

75 

A 

Do. 

B 

Fort  Porter,  N.  Y. 

0 

Fort  Mackinac,  Mich. 

D 

Port  Brady,  Mich. 
Tonirue  River.  Dak. 

B 

p 

Do. 

G 

Do. 

H 

Do. 

I 

Do. 

K 

Do. 

Heoroltf 

Left  Colombas  Barracks  Aognst  4,  1876,  for  CompaniM  B, 

F,  O,  H,  I,  and  K. 
Left  Columbas  Barracks  September  152,  1876. 

Do 

Total 

494 

TWSNTY-THIRD  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 


Headquarters 

Non-commissioned  staff 
and  band 


B. 
O. 
D. 

E. 
P. 
G. 
H. 
I.. 
K. 


Total 


25 
36 
45 
51 
51 
49 
46 
48 
52 
47 
51 


501 


Aug.  31, 1876 

do 

do 

«  «   M   •   •  Uw  •••••• 

.....do...... 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

» • • •  •  UO •«•••• 


Omaha  Barracks,  Nebr. 

Do. 
Port  Hartraff,  Nebr. 
North  Platte,  Nebr. 
Sidney  Barracks,  Nebr. 
Omaha  Barracks,  Nebr. 
Cheyenne  Depot,  Wyo. 
Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  Wyo. 
Fort  McPherson,  Nebr. 
Fort  Laramie,  Wya 
Sidney  Barracks,  Nebr. 
Port  Reno,  Wyo. 


TWENTY-FOURTH  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTRY. 


ff  AAi^qn&vtarS. 

Aug.  31, 1876 

......do...... 

......do...... 

......do 

......do 

......do...... 

......  do ...... 

...... do ...... 

......do...... 

......  do ...... 

.....  .QO. ..... 

Non-commissioned  staff 
Mid  band...... 

15 
47 
49 
S2 
50 
39 
50 
5 
39 
10 
34 

Do. 

A 

Port  Mcintosh.  Tex. 

B 

Fort  Dnccan.  Tex. 

0 

Ringgold  Barracks,  Tex. 
Port  Concho.  Tex. 

D 

B 

Port  Brown.  Tex. 

F 

Fort  Duncan.-  T*>x. 

G 

Ringgold  Barracks,  Tex. 
Port  Brown.  Tex. 

H 

I 

Ringgold  Barracks,  Tex. 
Do. 

K 

All  disposable  recruits  ordered  November  — ,  1876. 

Total 

360 
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T.^SUUemeni  showing  the  organisation  of  enlisted  men  of  the  Regular  Armjff  ^o.~  Con  tinned. 

TWENTY-PIPTH  REGIMENT  OP  INFANTRY. 


Con^iaaiet,  Ac 

Enlisted  men 
present  and 
absent 

Date  of  report 

Stotion. 

HMdqnarterv 

Sept  30, 1876 

......do.....* 

do 

•  «*•••  uo  ••••«• 

......do...... 

do 

do 

......do...... 

......do...... 

do 

Fort  Davis.  Tex. 

NoD-ebmminioned  staff 
ind  bind  ............ 

20 
39 
44 

35 
39 
39 
41 
35 
36 
38 
43 

Do. 

A 

Do. 

B 

Port  Quitman,  Tex. 
Fort  Stockton,  Tex.    . 
Do. 

c 

D 

E 

Fort  Davis.  Tex. 

P 

Port  Stockton.  Tex. 

Q 

Fort  Bliss.  Tex. 

H 

Port  Davis,  Tex. 
Do. 

I 

K 

Do. 

Total 

409 

ENGINEER  BATTALION. 


Hasdqiiarters 

Sept  30, 1876 
......do...... 

•  •  •  •  •  «  U  V  ■•*••• 

......do...... 

......do...... 

•  •••••  UO  ••*••• 

do 

Willet's  Point,  N.  T. 

Honeommisdoned  staff 
tQd  band 

11 
50 
53 
63 
15 
50 

Do. 

A 

Da 

B 

Do. 

C 

Do. 

D 

Jefferson  Barracks.  Mo. 

E 

West  Point  N.  T. 

Total 

343 

Anflable  reemlts  at  Fort  Colnmbns,  New  York  Harbor,  general  service  53,  and 
colored  23 

ATiOable  recruits  at  Colnmbns  Barracks,  Ohio,  general  service  40L  and  colored 
18 .7 

Aviilable  recruits  at  Saint  Louis  Barracks,  Missouri,  mounted  service  91,  and 
eolored47 

Artilable  recruits  at  New  York  City,  mounted  service 

Bb  route  firom  Mew  York  City  to  Saint  Louis  Barracks 

Total J, 

Pcnuaent  and  recruiting  parties,  music  boys,  and  recruits  at  depots  not  avail* 
Us  for  assignment 

Q«aeral-serviee  men  on  duty  in  bureaus  of  the  War  Department,  Army,  Divirion, 
lad  Department  headquarters,  Ae 

OrdosDee  Department 

W«st  Point  detachments 

HcBsl  detaehment 

Hoipital  stewards 

OriosBoe  sergeants 

ponnlflMry  sergeants 

^"^Bsaioonts............. ........  ........................................... 

I'l'^goard,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas 


Enlisted 
men. 


633 

8R0 
387 
287 
422 
300 
112 
146 
314 
61 


Date  of  report 


76 

Oct. 

31. 

1876 

56 

Oct 

31. 

1878 

138 
21 
59 

Oct 
Oct 

20, 
31. 

1876 
1876 

345 

Oct  10,  1876 


Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 
Aug. 


31,  1878 

31,  1876 

31,  1876 

31,  1876 

31,  1876 

31,  1876 

31.  1876 

31.  1876 

31,  1876 


Oselrandred  and  one  recruits  sent  from  Fort  Columbus  to  artillery  school  September  7  and  13,  and  Oeto- 
*«  4, 18TS. 
Anthoriied  strength  of  regiments,  dtc.,  awaiting  revision. 
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RECAPITULATION. 


Regiment 


First  Cavalry 

Second  Cavalry 

Third  Cavalrv 

Fonrth  Cavalry 

Fifth  Cavalry 

Sixth  Cavalry 

SevenUi  Cavalry 

Eighth  Cavalry 

Ninth  Cavalry 

Tenth  Cavalry 

Firit  Artillery 

Second  Artillery 

vThird  Artillery 

Fourth  Artillery 

Fifth  ArtUlery 

First  Infantry 

Second  Infantry  ..... 

Third  Infantry 

Fourth  Infantry  . . . . . 

Fifth  Infantry 

Sixth  Infantry 

Seventh  Infantry 

Eighth  Infantry 

Ninth  Infantry 

Tenth  Infantry 

Eleventh  Infantry  . . . 

Twelfth  Infantry 

Thirteenth  Infantry. . 
Fourteenth  Infantry  . 
Fifteenth  Infantry  ... 
Sixteenth  Infantry. . . 
Seventeenth  Infantry 
Eighteenth  Infantry.. 
Nineteenth  Infantry. . 


Number 
of  men 


774 

966 

1,022 

1,010 

1,073 

737 

1,2()5 

•759 

648 

1783 

538 

555 

471 

536 

463 

530 

J  437 

M4(j 

600 

551 

503 

496 

499 

607 

11475 

557 

355 

451 

53(1 

50-2 

491 

515 

476 

381 


Kegiment. 


Twentieth  Infantry 

Twenty-finjt  Infantry 

Twenty-second  Infantry 

Twenty-third  Infantry , 

Twenty -fourth  Infantry 

Twenty-flfth  Infantry.. 

Engineer  Battalion 

Permanent  and  recruiting  parties,  music- 
boys,  and  recruits  not  available  for  assign- 
ment   

Recruits  sent  fh>m  Fort  Columbus  to  Artil- 
lery School 

General-service  men  on  duty  in  the  bureaus 
of  the  War  Department,  Army,  Division, 
and  Department  headquarters,  &o 

Ordnance  Department 

West  Point  detachments 

Signal  detachment 

HoMpital-stewards 

Ordnance-sergeants 

Commissary -sergeants ,.. 

Indian  scouts 

Available  recruits  at  depots 

Prison-gnardd 

Total 

Total  October  15,  1876 

Loss 

Total  October  31,  1876 

Deduct  signal  detachment 

Total,  less  signal  detachment 


Number 
of  men. 


384 
380 
494 
501 
|]360 
409 
242 


633 

101 


280 
3^ 
227 

11422 
200 
112 
146 

**214 

345 

61 


26,843 
27,000 


156 


26,843 
422 


26,420 


*  140  recruits  ordered  October  25,  1876 ;  150  recruits  ordered  November  1,  1876. 
t  All  disposable  recruits  ordered  October  25,  1876. 
:  100  recruits  ordered  September  22,  1876. 
650  recruits  ordered  September  22,  1876. 
11  All  disposable  recruits  ordered.  November,  1876. 
il  Not  included  in  the  27,500  authorized  by  law. 
**No  reliable  data  as  to  number  of  scouts;  it  probably  exceeds  tbis 


REPORT  OF  THE  RECRUITING  SERVICE  FROM  OCTOBER  1,  1875,  TO  OCTO- 
BER 1,  1876. 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  1876. 

During  the  past  year  recruiting  has  been  actively  conducted  at  ren- 
dezvous located  in  many  of  the  principal  cities,  and  recruits  have  been 
accepted  at  a  rate  sufficient  to  keep  the  Army  quite  up  to  the  authorized 
strength  of  25,000  men. 

The  high  standard  of  qualifications  which  recruits  must  attain,  to- 
gether with  the  great  care  exercised  by  recruiting-officers  in  their  selec- 
tion, have  secured  for  the  Army  a  8U[>erior  class  of  men.  The  records 
of  this  office  exhibit  the  fact  that  less  than  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  num- 
ber of  men  who  have  applied  at  the  several  rendezvous  for  enlistment 
have  been  accepted ;  and  that  the  number  of  desertions  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1876.  was  only  1,832,  whereas  during  the  fiscal 
years  ending  June,  1874  and  1875,  the  numbers  of  desertions  were  4,606 
and  2,521  respectively.  The  hope  entertained  in  a  previous  report,  that 
the  service  might  be  so  conducted  as  to  permit  of  the  detention  of  raw 
recruits  at  depots  for  three  or  four  weeks,  with  a  view  to  instruction 
in  the  first  principles  of  drill  and  subordination  previous  to  joining  com- 
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panies  in  the  field,  has,  owing  to  the  demands  of  the  service,  only  been 
partially  realized.  The  law  approved  August  15, 1876,  authorized  an 
increase  of  the  strength  of  the  cavalry  arm  of  the  service  of  2,600  men. 

In  order  to  effect  this  increase  with  the  least  possible  delay,  orders 
were  issued  reducing  somewhat  the  standard  of  mounted  recruits,  es- 
tablishing additional  rendezvous  in  certain  cities,  and  suspending  cer- 
tain restrictions  in  relation  to  enlistments  at  military  posts  within  the 
limits  of  the  Division  of  the  Missouri.   , 

On  the  Pacific  coast  the  recruiting  service  for  organizations  in  that 
section  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  commanding  general  Military 
Division  of  the  Pacific. 

E.  D.  TOWNSBND, 

Adjutant'  Oeneral, 


SUUement  showing  the  number  of  enlistments  and  re-enlistments  in  the  Regular  Army  from  Oc- 
tober 1, 1875,  to  October  1,  1876,  compiled  from  reports  forwarded  to  this  office  by  superin- 
•  tendents  of  the  recruiting  servicCf  ^c. 


Regiments,  &c. 

Nnmber  en- 
listed and 
re-enlisted. 

Regiments,  Sco. 

Number  en- 
listed    and 
re-enlisted. 

Geaeral  serrice 

4,561 

2,639 

48 

176 

50 

95 

6 

15 

4 

413 
13 
18 
40 
33 
17 
45 
19 
26 
42 
23 
4 
96 

100 

121 
56 
68 
24 

Second  Infantry 

64 

Moaoted  service 

Third  Infantry 

Fourth  Infantry 

62 

Eneineer  Battalion 

31 

Oraiuuice  Denartment 

Fifth  Infantry 

34 

MUitarv  Academy 

Sixth  Infantry 

28 

8i£nal  Corps 

Seventh  Infantry 

Eiirhth  Infantry 

14 

OrdDaDee-sergeaQt'8 

44 

Hosrpital'Stewards 

Ninth  Infantry 

42 

CommiMary -sergeants 

Tenth  Infantry 

37 

Indian  scouts 

Eleventh  Infantry 

42 

Prison -ffuard  at  Fort  Liea ven worth. . 

Twelfth  Infantry 

39 

FirstCavalrv  

Thirteenth  Infantry 

61 

Fourteenth  Infantry 

72 

Third  Cavalry 

Fifteenth  Infnntrv 

31 

Foarth  Cavalry 

Sixteenth  Infuutrv. 

59 

FlfthCavalrv  

Seventeenth  Infantry 

47 

SlxthCaTalrv 

Eiehteenth  Infantry 

81 

Seventh  Cavalry 

Nineteenth  Infantry. 

53 

Zichth  Cavalry 

Twentieth  Infantry 

30 

linth  Cavalry 

Twenty-first  Infantry 

Twenty-second  Infantry 

25 

^th  Cavalry 

99 

I'rst  Artillery 

Twenty-third  Infantry 

166 

Scond  Artillery.. 

Twenty.fonrth  Infantry 

103 

Tlird  Artillery 

Twenty-fifth  Infantry 

64 

foirth  Artillery 

Total 

Kth  Artillery 

10,080 

Itnfc  Tnf^iitry , 

^crc— Of  the  recmits  enlisled  for  general  service,  342  were  for  colored  infantry,  and  of  those  for 
BMHoted  service,  188  were  for  colored  cavalry. 

B.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

A  djutant'  Oeneral. 


report  of  the  inspector-general. 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  United  States, 

Inspector-General's  Office, 
Washington,  D.  0.,  October  9,  1876. 

Sir  :  Daring  the  past  year  the  officers  of  the  Inspector-General's 
Departyent  have  been  stationed  and  employed  as  follows : 

The  uidersigned  has  been  in  charge  of  the  office  pertaining  to  this 
Departttent  at  headquarters  in  this  city.  He  has  been  engaged  during 
the  year  in  the  ordinary  duties  of  the  office,  besides  which  he  has 
inspected  the  accounts  of  various  disbursing-officers,  as  required  bj  tXi^ 
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act  of  April  20,  1874.  He  has  also  been  engaged  in  special  daties 
devolved  apon  this  office ;  and,  in  addition,  has  made  a  special  inspec- 
tion under  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Inspector-General  D.  B.  Sacket  has  been  engaged  dnring  the  greater 
part  of  the  year,  ander  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  inspect- 
ing the  accounts  of  disbursingofficers,  under  the  act  above  cited.  By 
General  Orders  No.  45,  from  the  Adjutant-General's  Office,  May  29, 1876, 
he  was  assigned,  by  direction  of  the  General  of  the  Army,  to  duty  at 
headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri. 

Inspector-General  Edmund  Schriver  has  been  engaged,  utider  the 
orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  inspecting  the  accounts  of  disbursing- 
officers, making  inspections  oi  recruiting-depots,  and  in  various  special 
investigations,  until  assigned  to  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the 
Pacific  by  General  Orders  No.  45,  above  mentioned. 

Inspector-General  N.  H.  Davis  has  been  engaged  in  making  inspec- 
tions of  i)osts  and  accounts  of  disbursiug-officers  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  year.  He  was  assigned  to  duty  at  headquarters  Military 
Division  of  the  Atlantic  by  General  Orders  No.  45,  from  the  Adjutant- 
General's  Office,  above  alluded  to. 

Inspector-General  James  A.  Hardie  has  been  engaged  during  the  year 
in  special  inspecDions,  in  the  investigation  of  the  accounts  of  disbursing- 
officers, and  in  duties  relating  to  certain  groups  of  claims,  devolving 
upon  him  under  special  acts  of  Congress.  He  is  now  stationed  in  this 
city  under  the  operation  of  General  Order  No.  45,  above  cited,  as  assist- 
ant in  the  Inspector-General's  Office. 

Assistant  Inspector-General  Boger  Jones  has  been  stationed  at  he^- 
quarters  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific,  until  February  9,  1876,  when 
he  was  relieved  from  duty  there  and  assigned  to  headquarters  Military 
Division  of  the  Atlantic.  He  has  been  engaged  during  the  year  in  the 
usual  inspection  of  posts, troops,  and  disbursingofficers' accounts, &c. 

Assistant  Inspector  General  Absalom  Baird  has  been  stationed  at 
headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri.  During  the  year  he 
has  made  inspections  of  posts  and  troops.  He  has  also  made  inspections 
of  disbursingofficers'  accounts,  &c. 

Assistant  Inspector-General  E.  H.  Ludington  has  been  stationed  at 
headquarters  Department  of  the  Platte,  until  assigned  by  General  Ordeis 
No.  45,  above  cited,  ,to  headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific. 
He  has  been  engaged  in  the  usual  duties  of  his  office. 

The  following  officers  have  been  detailed  for  service  as  acting  assistant 
inspector- generals : 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  D.  Nelson,  Twelfth  Infantry,  stationed  at  headquarters 
Department  of  Elakota,  Saint  Paul,  Minn. 

Lieut  Col.  James  Van  Voast,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  stationed  at  Newport, 
Ky.,  by  Special  Orders  No.  160,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  July  24,  1874. 

Lieut.  Gol.  John  S.  Mason,  Fourth  Infantry,  stationed  at  headquarters 
Department  of  Texas,  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Maj.  James  Biddle,  Sixth  Cavalry,  stationed  at  headquarters  Depart- 
ment of  Arizona,  Prescott,  Ariz. 

Gapt.  G.  B.  Bnssell,  Ninth  Infantry,  stationed  at  headquarters 
Department  of  the  Gulf,  New  Orleans,  La. 

These  officers  have  been  engaged  in  inspecting  accounts  of  disbursing 
officers,  the  posts  of  their  respective  departments,  and  performing,  in 
general,  the  duties  pertaining  to  the  inspection  branch  of  the  service. 

By  General  Order  No.  28,  of  April  6, 1876,  this  department  wis  placed 
directly  under  the  control  of  the  General  of  the  Army. 

By  General  Orders  No.  68,  of  July  25,  1876,  the  inspection  of  the 
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national  cemeteries  devolved  npon  this   department,  and  the  work  is 
now  in  progress. 

The  health  of  the  troops  has  been  generally  good ;  the  epidemic  pre- 
vailing in  certain  portions  of  the  South  having  been  guarded  against  by 
timely  change  of  location  of  troops. 

The  diminished  condition  of  the  strength  of  the  companies  in  the 
Army  and  the  necessity  for  their  almost  constant  employment  at  labor 
have  prevented  any  great  improvement  in  the  instmction  of  the  troops, 
but  their  discipline  is  good  and  their  efficiency  satisfactory. 

It  is  believed  that  the  merits  of  the  small-arms  now  in  the  hands  of 
the  cavalry  and  infantry  are  established,  and  the  ammunition  furnished 
is  good.  There  have  been  improvements  in  the  accouterments  and 
equipments  of  the  troops,  but  it  is  thought  by  many  that  the  scouting- 
belt,  (so-called,)  by  which  cartridges  are  carried  in  loops  in  the  waist- 
belt,  shonld  be  generally  adopted. 

The  clothing,  both  in  the  better  quality  of  the  material  furnished  and 
in  its  make-np,  is  greatly  improved.  It  is  yet,  however,  necessary  under 
the  requirements  of  law  to  use  the  old  material  on  hand  until  it  is  ex- 
hausted. 

The  boots  and  shoes  now  furnished  to  soldiers,  though  they  are  more 
shapely  than  those  of  the  older  patterns  and  will  wear  longer,  appear  to 
have  this  objection :  the  soles  are  fastened  to  the  uppers  by  oval  brass 
screws,  which  arrangement,  it  was  thought,  was  a  great  advantage,  but 
it  is  found  (as  far  as  the  infantry  are  concerned)  that  the  screws  will 
work  through  the  sole  in  long  marches  and  wound  the  feet.  In  and 
about  garrison  the  shoes  answer  very  well,  and  the  cavalry  troops  are 
[leased  with  the  boots ;  but  for  the  reasons  above  stated  it  is  feared  that 
return  will  have  to  be  made  to  sewed  shoes  for  the  infantry. 

The  subsistence  issued  to  the  troops  is  of  good  quality  and  supplied 
promptly.  The  report  of  Assistant  Surgeon  John  S.  Billings,  on  the  hy- 
giene of  the  Army,  in  circular  No.  8,  from  the  Surgeon -General's  Office, 
ooDtains  much  valuable  matter  with  regard  to  the  proper  components  of  the 
ration  and  its  preparation  for  use,  to  which  report  attention  is  invited. 

Itisparticnlarly  suggested  that  two  cooks  to  each  full  company  should  be 
enlisted.  The  best  food  cannot  be  made  palatable  or  healthful  by  such 
cooking  as  frequently  only  can  be  had  through  details  of  cooks  from 
men  who  are  utterly  ignorant  of  the  art.  It  is  believed  that  a  decently- 
provided  table,  equal  to  that  which  most  workingmen  in  the  country 
bave,  could  be  supplied  mainly  through  machinery  now  existing,  and 
without  additional  cost. 

In  some  companies  the  company  fund  book  is  placed  where  the  sol- 
diers can  inspect  it  at  all  times.    This  should  be  universal. 

The  attention  of  this  office  has  been  called  to  the  custom  prevailing 
in  many  companies  that  men  cannot  see  their  company  commanders 
without  previously  obtaining  permission  from  the  first  sergeant.  Thus 
the  soldier  is  actually  deprived  in  many  cases  of  opportunity  for  appeal 
or  redress.  This  custom  should  be  abolished,  and  every  soldier  should 
have  free  access  to  his  company  commander. 

There  should  be  a  greater  stress  laid  upon  target-practice.  Uniform- 
ity in  instruction  should  obtain ;  and  labor  should  be  intermitted  at 
posts  in  order  that  the  troops  may  have  the  benefit  of  practice.  It  is 
illim[>ortant  that  they  should  be  good  marksmen  with  the  rifie.  To 
this  end,  a  liberal  and  gratuitous  allowance  of  cartridges  for  practice 
Md  also  for  hunting  should  be  afforded.  It  is  also  recommended  that 
a  school  be  established  in  some  place  where  a  range  can  be  had  to  pro- 
note  efficiency  in  the  use  of  the  arms  of  precision.    The  instructiou  ot 
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a  certain  number  of  officers  and  noa-commissioQed  officers  at  a  central 
school,  and  their  distribution  among  the  troops  when  properly  in- 
«tructed,  will  promote  greatly  the  desirable  end  indicated. 

It  is  believed  to  be  a  necessity  to  reduce  the  mass  of  papers  called 
for  by  existing^  regulations  in  official  correspondence,  reports,  returns, 
&c.  To  this  end  it  is  suggested  that  a  board  of  experienced  officers  be 
called  to  consider  the  subject.  Sufficient  clerical  labor  to  manage  the 
cumbrous  correspondence  now  required  is  difficult  to  obtain  at  present 
under  the  restricted  provisions  of  the  law.  By  such  a  reduction  of 
papers,  there  would  be  not  only  an  economy  of  time  and  expense  of 
labor  and  stationery,  but  also  of  postage.  Besides,  papers  of  no  use  to 
the  public  are  being  accumulated,  occupying  office-space  which  cannot 
be  well  aflForded. 

Attention  is  invited  to  the  necessity  of  instructing  soldiers  of  the 
colored  regiments,  so  that  they  may  become  efficient  clerks,  and  that 
the  non-commissioned  officers  may  reach  a  higher  grade  of  intelligence 
and  usefulness.    Some  unoccupied  fort  could  be  used  for  this  purpose. 

The  money-accounts  of  disbursing  officers  have  generally  been  found 
to  be  well  kept,  and  the  money  properly  disbursed  and  deposited  as 
required  by  law.  The  accounts  of  the  disbursing  officers  inspected 
within  the  year  are  transmitted  herewith.  The  system  of  money  in- 
43pections  required  by  the  act  of  April  20,  1874,  seems  to  have  promoted 
<5are  in  the  keeping  of  accounts,  and  faithful  compliance  with  the  law 
and  the  Treasury  regulations  aflf'ecting  disbursements  and  deposits. 

The  change  made  by  recent  legislation  in  the  system  of  re  im burse- 
men  t  of  traveling  expenses  appears  to  have  worked  well,  certainly  so 
far  as  the  convenience  of  making  accounts  and  its  adequateness  for 
short  journeys  are  concerned.  But  for  long  journeys,  not  on  the  usual 
traveled  lines,  and  those  involving  protracted  detentions  at  hotels,  ten 
<;ent8  a  mile  has  been  found  by  experience  to  be  much  nearer  a  fair 
standard  of  reimbursement. 

Dersertions  still  continue,  the  number  of  which,  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30,1876,  was  1,832;  but  there  is  a  decided  improvement 
in  this  respect  over  the  previous  fiscal  year,  when  the  desertions  num- 
bered 2,521.  Attention  is  called  to  the  matter  of  previous  reports  in 
<}onnection  with  the  subject  of  desertion.  Where  a  crime  is  imputed 
by  the  general  public  to  be  of  small  importance,  it  is  almost  impossible 
for  the  War  Department  to  suppress  it  by  the  machinery  at  its  dis[>0vsa1. 
If  the  public  could  be  convinced  of  the  fact  that  desertion  is  a  crime  of 
magnitude,  the  means  of  suppressing  it  could  be  much  more  efficiently 
employed.  It  is  recommended,  therefore,  that  desertion  be  made  a 
felony,  cognizable  by  the  ordinary  courts  of  the  country  invested  with 
jurisdiction  over  criminal  cases.  Then,  with  sheriffs,  marshals,  deputies, 
and  officers  of  the  law  in  pursuit  of  the  deserter,  hunting  him  down, 
as  the  magnitude  of  his  offense  deserves,  the  public  conscience  would 
become  educated  and  a  more  desirable  condition  of  things  would  ensue. 

The  manual  of  arms  for  breech-loading  long-range  rifles  and  carbines 
it  is  suggested  should  be  better  adapted  to  the  continued  preservation 
of  the  efficiency  of  the  arm  than  tbat  now  authorized.  This  is  a  sub- 
ject requiring  serious  consideration,  and  it  is  recommended  that  a  board 
of  officers  be  convened  to  consider  it.  Objection  is  taken  by  many  to 
the  present  mode  of  inspecting  arms,  and  to  the  rough  usage  entailed 
by  insisting  upon  uniformity  in  certain  motions. 

A  bill  was  introduced  last  session  of  Congress  (but  which  failed  to 
become  a  law)  authorizing  the  employment  of  soldiers  as  servants  for 
officers  stationed  at  remote  military  posts.    This  topic  was  discussed 
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by  me  in  my  last  two  annual  reports,  but  it  is  so  important  to  officers 
on  the  frontier,  that  I  venture  to  present  what  I  have  heretofore  said 
in  relation  to  the  subject: 

The  employment  of  servants  for  officers  stationed  at  remote  military  posts  in  the 
Indian  and  mining;  districts  in  our  country  is  worthy  of  attention,  and  seems  to  de- 
maud  early  legislation.  Section  14  of  the  act  of  July  15,  1870,  makes  it  "  unlawful  for 
any  officer  to  u-e  any  enlisted  man  as  a  servant  in  any  case  whatever.''  Before  this 
enactment  the  Army  Regulations  permitted  an  officer,  when  serving  with  his  company,. 
to  take  a  soldier  as  waiter,  (with  his  consent,)  and  the  soldier  thus  employed  was  so 
report«<l,  and  mustered,  with  a  view  to  having  his  pay  and  allowances  charged  to  th& 
officer  employing  him. 

Soldiers  thus  serviog  were  required  to  be  equipped  in  every  respect  according  to  the 
roles  of  the  service,  and  to  attend  reviews,  inspections,  drills,  i&c,  and  many  soldiers 
preferred!  this  service  to  doing  guard  and  other  military  duty. 

Since  the  prohibitory  enactment,  frequent  emergencies  have  occurred  where  it  has- 
been  absolutely  impossible  for  officers  to  hire  civilian  servants  at  any  price,  and  they 
have  been  driven  to  the  alternative  of  performing  servant's  work  themselves,  and 
neglecting  their  appropriate  duties,  or  violating  the  law  by  using  the  voluntary  labor 
of  soldiers.  Even  when  officers  iu  their  efforts  to  avoid  this  have  engaged  servants  in 
the  Eastern  States  and  transferred  them,  at  an  expense  they  could  ill  afford,  to  their 
remote  stations,  in  most  cases  they  soon  found  themselves  destitute,  as  the  servants 
would  leave  for  positions  more  remunerative  than  the  officers  could  offer.  Moreover,  it 
often  occurs  that  fear  prevents  civilian  servants  from  accompanying  officers  ordered 
to  po8t«,  or  going  upon  expeditions  in  the|vicinity  of  hostile  Indians. 

Besides,  many  have  declined  going  to  places  where  they  were  debarred  the  usual 
pleasures  of  civilized  life,  so  that  it  is  seldom  that  a  civilian  servant  can  be  induced  to- 
remain  any  great  length  of  time  at  any  of  our  frontier  stations. 

It  would  be  a  violation  of  the  law  if  a  commissioned  officer  employed  and  paid  an 
enlisted  man  who,  with  his  own  consent,  in  the  intervals  of  military  duty  performed 
servant's  work  for  him.  The  officer  must,  therefore,  when  he  cannot  procure  the  ser- 
vices of  a  civilian,  either  feed,  groom,  and  attend  to  his  own  horse,  cook  his  owu  meals, 
wash  his  own  linen,  black  his  own  boots,  and  perform  all  other  necessary  servant's 
work,  which  would  leave  him  but  little  time  to  attend  to  the  care  of  his  men  and  other 
military  duties,  or  he  must  take  upon  himself  the  consequences  of  violating  the  law. 

If  deemed  necessary,  further  argument  might  be  adduced  to  prove  the  expediency 
and  indeed  necessity  for  legislation,  which  wul  under  certain  circumstances  and  proper 
regulations  authorize  the  employment  of  soldiers  as  servants  by  officers,  as  is  now  al- 
lowed in  almost  every  other  army  where  the  necessity  is  not  so  urgent  as  in  ours. 

Officers  serving  at  comfortable  stations  within  the  settlements  where  servants  can  be 
hired  at  moderate  wages  are  not  affected  by  this  law ;  but  it  is  those  who  are  doing 
doty  in  remote  localities,  performing  the  rough  work  of  campaigning  in  the  ho.->tile 
Indian  Tiistricts,  that  suffer  from  it,  and  complaints  of  their  inability  to  secure  civiliaa 
servants  are  very  general. 

A  repeal  of  the  law  before  cited  would  doubtless  meet  the  exigencies  of  the  service 
at  this  time,  by  placing  the  subject  where  it  formerly  was,  when  no  evil  was  known  ta 
resalt  from  the  workings  of  the  system. 

The  cost  of  transportation  of  the  authorized  private  horses  of  oflBcers, 
in  changing  stations  or  going  to  and  returning  from  the  field,  should  be 
reimbursed  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department.  It  is  hoped  that  this 
subject,  which  is  of  considerable  importance  to  officers,  will  receive  at- 
tention and  the  necessary  legislation  obtained  to  secure  the  end. 

By  the  act  of  June  23,  1874,  the  Inspector-General's  Department  was 
reduced  from  an  organization  consisting  of  five  colonels,  three  lieuten- 
aut-colonels,  and  two  majors,  (ten  officers,)  to  one  embracing  one  colonel^ 
two  lieutenant  colonels,  and  two  majors.  This  reduction  to  be  by  casu- 
alties, and  no  new  appointments  are  authorized  until  the  aggregate 
shall  be  only  five  officers. 

None  of  the  inspectors-general  in  our  Army  since  the  war  of  1812,  and 
prior  to  the  rebellion,  had  a  less  grade  of  rank  than  that  of  colonel,  and 
it  is  believed  that  a  proper  discharge  of  the  important  duties  of  an  in- 
spector cannot  be  efficiently  secured  through  the  agency  of  officers  of 
interior  rank.  Indeed,  it  cannot  be  expected  that  officers  of  experience 
and  high  rank  will  cheerfully  submit  to  the  criticisms  of  inspectors  who 
are  much  junior  to  themselves;  for  example,  a  colonel  would  not  be 
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likely  tx)  accede  with  a  good  grace  to  having  his  action  investigated  by 
a  captain.  It  is  contrary  to  human  experience  that  the  opinions,  conn- 
sel,  and  advice  of  an  inspector-general,  which  are  so  important  in  pro- 
moting concord,  settling  mooted  questions,  securing  jadicions  reforms, 
and  uniformity  in  the  performance  of  military  duties,  could  achieve  as 
good  results,  or  be  received  with  as  much  respect,  if  the  inspector  did 
not  possess  considerable  rank  and  dignity  of  character. 

Bank,  in  our  Army,  as  a  general  rule,  carries  with  it  military  acquire- 
ments, professional  standing,  and  personal  as  well  as  official  weight;  all 
of  which  are  essential  to  a  successful  inspectoV-generah  Hence,  it  is 
believed  that  the  present  composition  of  the  Inspector-GeneraUs  Depart- 
ment and  the  rank  of  its  officers  are  no  greater  than  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  insure  a  proper  discharge  of  the  important  and  manifold  duties 
devolving  upon  it,  and  that  a  repeal  of  the  act  of  Juue  23,  1874,  would 
greatly  conduce  to  efficiency,  economy,  and  a  faithful  performance  of 
duty  in  the  Army.  But  should  the  repeal  of  the  act  alluded  to  be  deemed 
inexpedient,  a  much  better  organization  for  the  permanent  establishment 
than  that  prescribed  by  the  act  of  June  23,  1874,  would  be  to  have  the 
five  officers  invested  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  and  no  lieuteuant-colonels 
or  majors  after  the  present  incumbents  shall  have  been  promoted.  This 
would  require  details  of  line  officers  to  act  as  department-inspectors. 
These  officers  should  have  as  high  rank  as  majors  and  be  selected  by  the 
General-in-Chief  periodically  fo^their  fitness  for  the  service.  This  would 
preserve  to  the  department  an  experienced  body  of  officers,  while  the 
line  would  profit  by  a  system  of  details  which  would  from  time  to  time 
afford  a  change  of  service  calculated  to  relieve  the  hardships  and  monot- 
ony of  frontier  and  garrison  life.  Besides,  this  system  would  serve  as 
an  incentive  for  line  officers  to  qualify  themselves  for  the  details,  and 
the  practical  knowledge  they  would  receive  as  acting  assistant  inspectors- 
general  would  furnish  a  body  of  instructed  officers  from  which  good 
selections  could  be  made  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  regular  establishment. 

The  chief  clerk  in  all  the  various  staff  and  administrative  departments, 
except  this  and  one  other,  receives  a  compensation  of  $2,000  per  annum. 
The  chief  clerk  of  this  department  receives  but  $1,800  per  annum.  It 
is  not  deemed  just  to  the  incumbent  that  he  should  receive  less  compen- 
sation than  other  chief  clerks.  Indeed,  besides  being  chief  clerk  be  is 
the  only  clerk,  and  does  all  the  work  of  the  office  other  than  that  ren- 
dered by  accidental  and  borrowed  assistance. 

The  annual  reports  of  the  inspectors-general  for  the  past  year  contain 
much  important  information  regarding  the  present  condition  of  military 
affairs  in  our  Army,  and  valuable  suggestions  regarding  modifications 
and  changes  in  certain  details  of  the  service,  which  I  most  respectfully 
commend  to  your  favorable  consideration. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

R.  B.  MABOY, 
Inspector-OeneraU 

To  the  Adjutant-General, 

United  States  Army. 
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report  of  maj.  gen.  w.  s.  hancock,  commanding  military  division 

of  the  atlantic. 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic, 

New  York,  October  24, 1876. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit,  in  (Obedience  to  joar  instractions, 
the  following  report  of  the  Division  of  the  Atlantic  for  the  year  ending 
September  30, 1876. 

Since  my  last  report,  (dat>ed  September  25,  1875,)  the  geographical 
limits  of  the  division  have  been  enlarged  by  the  addition  to  it  of  the 
Department  of  the  South,  directed  by  General  Orders  No.  50,  Head- 
qaarters  of  the  Army,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  June  26,  1876.  The 
headquarters  of  that  department,  at  date  of  transfer  to  the  division, 
were  located  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  but  have  recently  been  transferred  to 
Atlanta,  Ga.,  a  more  central  point.  The  aggregate  in  troops  of  the 
division  at  date  of  the  last  returns,  (September  30, 1876,)  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

Commissioned  officers 359 

Enlisted  men 2,700 

Total 3,059 

Distributed  amongst  the  posts  shown  on  the  accompanying  tabular 
statement. 

There  have  been  several  transfers  of  troops  to  and  from  the  division 
daring  the  past  year.  The  following  is  a  brief  recapitulation  of  these 
transfers : 

Pursuant  to  General  Orders  No.  6,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Novem- 
ber 11, 1875,  the  Fifth  Artillery  was  transferred  from  this  division  to 
the  Departments  of  the  South  and  Gulf,  and  the  First  Artillery  was 
transferred  from  those  departments  to  the  division  during  the  latter 
part  of  November  and  early  part  of  December,  1875. 

During  the  month  of  July,  1876,  under  instructions  from  Headquar- 
ters of  the  Army  of  July  14  and  25,  1876,  and  Special  Orders  Nos.  127, 
132,and  140,  current  series, from  these  headquarters,  the  following  troops 
were  transferred  to  the  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri : 

Batteries  A,  C,  E,  and  F,  First  Artillery ;  Batteries  0,  G,  H,  and  I, 
Second  Artillery  ;  Batteries  D,  E,  G,  and  L,  Third  Artillery ;  Companies 
E,  F,  G,  H,  I,  and  K,  Twenty- second  Infantry. 

By  General  Orders  No.  91,  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  August  23, 
1876,  and  Special  Orders  No.  170,  of  August  29,  1876,  from  these  head- 
quarters, the  headquarters  and  Companies  A,  D,  E,  F,  G,  and  K,  Six- 
teenth Infantry,  were  transferred  from  the  Department  of  the  South  to 
the  Department  of  the  Gulf.  Companies  B,  D,  E,  H,  and  I,  Second  In- 
fantry, were,  under  the  same  orders  from  the  Headquarters  of  the  Army, 
^nsferrcKl  from  the  Department  of  the  Gulf  to  the  Department  of  the 
South. 

There  have  also  been  many  movements  of  troops  within  the  division, 
particularly  in  the  Department  of  the  South.  The  report  of  the  de- 
partment commander.  Brevet  Brigadier-General  Thomas  H.  Buger, 
oolonel  Eighteenth  Infantry,  which  is  herewith  inclosed,  exhibits  in 
detail  the  character  and  extent  of  these  movements,  and  they  are  be- 
Ueved  to  have  been  made  with  discretion  by  that  officer,  and  to  meet  in 
&  proper  manner  the  peculiar  requirements  of  the  service  in  his  depart- 
ment. 
As  shown  by  Special  Orders  No.  206,  of  October  18, 1876,  from  theses 
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headquarters,  (copy  herewith,)  five  companies  of  the  Third  Artillery  aa 
six  companies  of  the  First  Artillery  were  on  that  date  ordered,  und< 
instructions  from  the  General-in-Chief,  to  Columbia,  S.  C,  in  the  Depar 
ment  of  the  South.  Maj.  John  M.  Branuan  and  Maj.  Clermont  L.  Bes 
of  the  First  Artillery,  and  Maj.  Horatio  G.  Gibson,  of  the  Third  Arti 
lery,  have  also  gone  to  Columbia,  S.  C.  They  are  still  absent  on  teu 
porary  duty  in  that  department. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  alluded  to  the  establishment  of  the  Nations 
Park  at  Mackinac.  Since  making  that  report  the  preliminary  steps  i 
this  matter  have  been  taken,  rules  prepared,  a  system  of  leases  inaugu 
ated,  and  a  general  plan  adopte<l  for  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  tb 
act  of  Congress  establishing  the  park. 

I  inclose  a  return  showing  the  distribution  of  troops  in  the  division 
also  the  reports  of  the  chiefs  of  the  staff  departments  at  these  heac 
quarters.  These  reports  exhibit  in  detail  the  operations  of  the  seven 
departments  for  the  periods  which  they  cover,  and  evince  a  praiseworth 
attention  to  the  important  and  responsible  duties  which  have  devolve 
upon  the  officers  concerned. 

Inspection  duty  has  been  thoroughly  carried  out  during  the  year,  tb 
two  inspectors-general  on  my  staff  (Colonel  Davis  and  Lieutenant-Co 
onel  Jones)  being  constantly  occupied  in  the  important  duties  of  the! 
office.  Their  reports  and  my  own  personal  inspections  indicate  a  satii 
factory  condition  of  affairs  in  this  division. 

The  report  of  the  judge-advocate  of  the  division  exhibits  a  decreas 
in  the  number  of  desertions  this  year  as  compared  with  the  year  pre 
ceding. 

The  limited  appropriations  for  the  current  fiscal  year  have  necessitate 
a  strict  economy  in  the  public  expenditures.  Every  effort  has  been  an 
will  be  made  by  me  to  keep  the  expenditures  in  this  division  within  th 
allotment  of  the  appropriations  which  have  been  made  to  it.  The  troop 
have  been  paid  punctually,  and  supplies  forwarded  with  all  practicabl 
regularity. 

The  various  special  reports  made  from  time  to  time  convey  the  necej 

sary  current  information,  and  I  therefore  confine  myself  in  this  repoi 

to  a  brief  rhumi  of  operations  in  the  division  during  the  period  en 

braced  in  it.  v 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  S.  HANCOCK, 
Major- Oeneral^  Comnianding. 

The  Adjutant-General, 

United  States  Army^  Washington,  D.  C. 

3989,  4112,  4140,  4149,  4156,  4178,  4179,  4304,  Military  Division  of  th 
Atlantic,  1876,  inclosures. 

A  true  copy : 

WM.  D.  WHIPPLE, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral. 
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report  of  brig.  gen.  thos.  h.  ritger,  commanding  department  of 

the  south. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  South, 

Atlanta^  Ga.j  September  30,  1876. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations 
of  the  troops  within  this  department  for  the  past  year : 

October  26,  1875. — Company  E,  Ei«:ht.eenth  Infantry,  was  directed  to 
return  from  Toccoa  City,  Ga.,  to  its  proper  station,  McJPherson  Barracks, 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

October  30. — The  headquarters  and  band,  Second  Infantry,  were 
ordered  to  be  transferred  from  Mount  Vernon  Barracks,  Ala.,  to  McPher- 
son  Barracks,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

November  13. — By  direction  of  the  President,  a  company  of  the  gfar- 
rison  of  Mobile  B  irracks — temporarily  encamped  at  Mount  Vernon  Bar- 
racks, Alabama,  (Company  H,  Second  Infantry) — was  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed to  and  take  station  at  Livingston,  Ala. 

December  1. — Pursuant  to  General  Orders  No.  6,  series  of  1875, 
Headquarters  of  the  Army,  the  headquarters  and  five  batteries  of  the 
First  Artillery,  stationed  at  Oharle-ston,  S.  C,  Savannah,  Ga.,  and  Saint 
Aagustine,  Fla.,  were  relieved  from  duty  in  this  department  by  the 
headquarters  and  five  batteries  of  the  Fifth  Artillery. 

December  2. — By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  Company  A,  Sec- 
ond Infantry,  was  ordered  from  McPherson  Barracks,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  to 
Livingston,  Ala.,  to  relieve  Compsiny  H,  Second  Infantry,  which,  upon 
being  relieved,  was  directed  to  take  station  at  McPherson  Barracks, 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

April  17,  1876. — Pursuant  to  General  Orders  No.  32,  current  series, 
Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Newport  Barracks,  Ky.,  was  placed  under 
the  orders  of  the  commanding  general  Department  of  the  South,  the 
recruiting  depot  at  that  point  having  been  discontinued. 

May  27. — The  headquarters  and  band.  Sixteenth  Infantry,  from  Nash- 
ville, Tenn,  and  Companies  B  and  K — the  former  from  Lancaster,  the 
latter  from  Frankfort,  Ky. — were  ordered  to  take  station  at  Newport 
Barracks,  Ky.,  and  at  th^  same  date  Company  D  was  ordered  from  Hum- 
boldt to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  the  discontinuance  of  the  post  of  Frank- 
fort and  Lancaster,  Ky.,  and  Humboldt,  Tenn.,  was  directed. 

June  3. — Company  B,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  was  ordered  to  take  post 
at  Lebanon,  Ky.,  instead  of  at  Newport  Barracks,  as  previously  ordered, 
and  to  relieve  Company  A,  Sixteenth  Infantry.  On  being  thus  relieved, 
Company  A  was  ordered  to  Newport  Barracks,  Ky. 

June  3^). — Major-General  McDowell  relinquished  command  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  South. 

July  1. — Pursuant  to  General  Orders  No.  50,  current  series.  Headquar- 
ters of  the  Army,  Adjutan^Genera^s  Office,  Col.  G.  Pennypaoker,  Six- 
teenth Infantry,  assumed  command  of  the  department,  and  by  the  same 
)rder  the  State  of  Alabama  and  the  parts  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee 
lying  west  of  the  Tennessee  River  were  transferred  from  this  depart- 
ment to  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  and  the  posts  on  the  Gulf  coast 
pritbin  the  State  of  Florida  were  transferred  to  this  department  and 
the  department  annexed  to  the  Division  of  the  Atlantic. 

July  22. — The  commanding  officer,  Columbia,  S.  C,  was  ordered  to 
lend  two  companies  of  the  Eighteenth  Infantry  to  encamp  at  Aiken,  S.  C. 
July  23. — The  commanding  officer,  Columbia,  was  instructed  to  direct 
6  w 
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the  commanding  officer  at  Aiken  to  detail  a  detachment  of  an  officer 
and  twelve  men  for  duty  at  Hamburgh,  S.  C. 

July  24. — Company  D,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  was  transferred  from 
Columbia  to  Yorkville,  S.  C,  and  Company  C  from  Yorkville  to  Colum- 
bia; Company  G,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  was  transferred  from  Nashville 
to  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  and  Company  E.  Second  Infantry,  from  Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn.,  to  McPherson  Barracks,  Atlanta,  Ga. 

July  26. — Pursuant  to  instructions  from  the  division  commander,  the 
commanding  officer,  Fort  Macon,  N.  C,  was  ordered  to  direct  Battery 
I,  Second  Artillery,  and  the  commanding  officer,  Charleston,  S.  C,  to 
direct  Battery  G,  to  proceed  immediately  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans., 
for  duty  in  the  Department  of  the  Missouri. 

July  26, — By  authority  from  these  headquarters,  the  garrison  of 
Charleston,  S.  C,  (headquarters  and  Light  Battery  F,  Fifth  Artillery,) 
went  into  camp  at  Summerville,  S.  C,  twenty  two  miles  from  Charles- 
ton, on  the  South  Carolina  Railroad. 

AuguHt  21. — In  compliance  with  instructions  from  the  division  com- 
mander. Companies  A  and  E,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  were  ordered  from 
McPherson  Barracks,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  to  Edgefield,  S.  C. :  Company  K, 
Eighteenth  Infantry,  from  Greenville  to  Laurensville,  S.  C. ;  Battery  E, 
Fifth  Artillery, from  Summerville,  and  Company  H,  Eighteenth  Infantry, 
from  Columbia  to  Blackville,  Barnwell  County,  S.  C. 

August  29. — By  authority  from  these  headquarters,  the  garrison  of 
Oglethorpe  Barracks,  Savannah,  Ga.,  (Battery  D,  Fifth  Artillery,)  went 
into  camp  at  Olivet*,  Scriven  County,  Ga.,  forty-five  miles  from  Savan- 
nah, on  the  Georgia  Central  Railroad,  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of 
yellow  fever  at  Savannah. 

September  1. — In  compliance  with  General  Orders  No.  91,  current  series, 
Headquarters  of  the  Array,  and  Special  Orders  No.  170,  current  series, 
from  division  headquarters,  the  following  movements  of  troops  from 
this  department  to  the  Department  of  the  Gulf  were  ordered  : 

Company  D,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  from  Nashville.  Tenn.,  to  Livingston, 
Ahi. 

Company  E,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  from  Lebanon,  Ky.,  to  Mobile,  Ala. 

Company  F,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  from  Nashville,  Tenn.,  to  Mount 
Vernon  Barracks,  Ala. 

Company  G,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  from  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  to  Mount 
Vernon  barracks,  Ala. 

Company  K,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  from  Newport  Barracks,  Ky.,  to 
Hnntsville,  Ala. 

September  2. — Headquarters  and  Company  A,  Sixteenth  Infantry, 
were  ordered  from  Newport  Barracks,  Ky.,  to  Mount  Vernon  Barracks, 
Ala. 

September  8. — In  obedience  to  General  Orders  No.  50,  current  series, 
Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Adjutant  General's  Office,  Col.  G.  Penny- 
packer,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  relinquished  command  of  the  department 
to  the  undersigned. 

September  8. — Company  C,  Second  Infantry,  arrived  at  Atlanta,  Ga., 
•from  the  Department  of  the  Gulf. 

September  9. — Companies  F  and  G,  Second  Infantry,  arrived  at  At- 
lanta, Ga.,  from  the  Department  of  the  Gulf. 

September  12. — Company  K,  Second  Infantry,  arrived  at  Atlanta,  Ga., 
from  the  Department  of  the  Gulf. 

September  12. — Company  F,  Second  Infantry,  was  ordered  from  At- 
lanta, Ga.,  to  take  post  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  and  the  comanding  offi- 
cer, McPherson  Barracks,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  was  directed  to  send  a  com- 


GENEKAL   OF   THE   AKMY.  83 

pany  of  the  Second  Infantry  to  Newport  Barracks,  Ky.,  to  reliere 
Company  A,  Sixteenth  Infantry. 

September  12. — ^The  commanding  officer,  Kaleigh,  X.  C,  was  ordered 
to  send  a  detachment  of  a  commissioned  officer  and  twelve  men  to  re- 
lieve Battery  L,  Second  Artillefy,  at  Fort  Macon,  and  that  battery  was 
ordered  to  Lancaster,  S.  C. 

September  13. — Company  A,  Second  Infantry,  arrived  at  Atlanta,  Ga., 
firom  the  Department  of  the  Gulf. 

September  19. — The  post  of  Lebanon,  Kentucky,  was  ordered  to  be 
discontinued. 

September  19. — Batter j^  M,  Second  Artillery,  was  ordered  from  Fort 
Johnston,  North  Carolina,  to  take  station  at  Marion,  Marion  County,  8. 
C,  and  the  commanding  officer  McPherson  Barracks,  Atlanta,  Ga.,  was 
ordered  to  send  two  companies  to  Aiken,  S.  C. 

September  25. — Pursuant  to  General  Orders  No.  91,  current  series. 
Headquarters  of  the  Army,  the  headquarters  of  the  department  were 
removed  from  Louisville,  Ky.,  to  Atlanta,  Ga. 

September  27. — Company  F,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  was  ordered  from 
Aiken  to  camp  at  Abbeville,  S.  C. 

September  29. — Battery  D,  Second  Artillery,  was  ordered  from  Raleigh, 
N.  C,  to  encamp  at  Winnsborough,  S.  C. 

At  date  of  transfer,  July  1,  of  the  posts  of  Key  West  and  Fort  Bar- 
rancas, Florida,  to  this  department,  the  garrisons  were,  by  authority  of 
the  commanding  general.  Department  of  the  Gulf,  in  camp — the  former, 
consisting  of  Batteries G  and  H,  Fifth  Artillery,  at  Fort  Brooke,  Tampa, 
Fla. ;  the  latter,  consisting  of  Batteries  B,  I,  L,  and  M,  Fifth  Artillery, 
at  Camp  Morgan,  Florida,  about  three  miles  north  of  Fort  Barrancas. 

During  the  past  year  seventy-one  detachments  from  the  several  posts 
in  the  department  have  been  furnished  on  demand  in  aid  of  the  civil 
officers  of  the  Government. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  H.  KUGER, 
Colonel  Eighteenth  Infantry^ 
Bvt.  Brig.  Oen.  U,  S.  A.,  Commanding, 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Division  of  the  Atlantic j  New  York  City. 


beport  of  maj.  gen.  irvin  mcdowell,  commanding  military  divis- 
ion of  the  pacific. 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific, 

AND  Department  of  California, 
San  FranciscOj  Cal.j  October  9,  1876. 

Sib  :  By  direction  of  the  General  of  the  Army,  I  assumed  command 
of  the  Division  of  the  Pacific  and  Department  of  California,  by  tele- 
graph, July  1,  and  joined  in  person  August  8.  Soon  after,  with  a 
view  to  economy  in  reduction  of  staff  and  clerks,  &c.,  I  consolidated 
the  several  offices  at  the  division  and  department  headquarters,  leav- 
ing but  one  in  each  branch  for  the  two  commands. 

The  few  weeks  I  have  been  in  command  do  not  enable  me  to  speak  of 
my  own  knowledge  of  the  military  operations  of  the  division  within 
the  past  year. 

I  inclose  the  reports  of  the  department  commanders  of  the  Depart- 
ments of  the  Columbia  and  Arizona,  also  the  annual  reports  of  the  ^tA.ti- 
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officers  at  headquarters  of  the  Division  of  the  Pacific  and  Department 
of  California. 

The  general  commanding  Department  of  theOolumbia  recommends  the 
withdrawal  of  the  troops  stationed  in  Alaska,  and  states  his  reasons 
therefor.  I  concur  in  his  recommendation,  and  beg  to  suggest  that  the 
duty  of  guarding  our  fisheries  in  that  Territory  be  assigned  to  the  Navy 
or  the  revenue-service,  believing  that  a  small  vessel  of  war,  sent  there 
at  the  suitable  time,  will  answer  far  better  than  two  military  stations 
at  Sitka  and  Wrangel. 

1  ask  especial  attention  to  the  condition  of  affairs  among  a  portion  of 
the  Nez  Perc6  Indians,  and  trust  some  suitable  measures  may  be  taken 
at  an  early  day,  by  the  proper  Department,  to  adjust  them. 

The  following  movements  of  troops  were  made  in  the  Department  of 
California  since  the  last  annual  report: 

October  6, 1875.— Company  C,  Twelfth  Infantry,  left  Angel  Island,  in 
the  Department  of  California,  en  route  to  Fort  Yuma,  Cal.,  in  the 
Department  of  Arizona,  in  pursuance  of  Special  Orders  No.  119,  Head- 
quarters Military  Division  of  the  Pacific,  of  September  30,  1875,  arriv- 
ing there  and  taking  station  October  24,  1875. 

October  14.— Lieut.  W.  W.  Wotherspoon,  Twelfth  Infantry,  with  a 
detachment  of  enlisted  men  of  Company  D,  Twelfth  Infantry,  left  Camp 
Independence,  California,  in  pursuance  of  instructions  from  the  post 
commander,  and  proceeded  on  a  scout,  continuing  in  an  easterly  direc- 
tion through  the  Inyo  Mountains,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the 
practicability  of  constructins:  a  wagon-road  from  Camp  Independence 
to  Salinas  Valley,  through  Wacoba  Caiion.  After  carefully  examining 
the  proposed  routes,  and  consi<lering  the  project  impraicticable.  Lieuten- 
ant Wotherspoon  returned  with  his  detachment  to  Camp  Independence, 
arriving  there  October  21,  1875. 

October  16. — Company  G,  First  Cavalry,  left  Camp  Bid  well,  California, 
and  proceeded  to  the  presidio  of  San  Fransisco,  Cal.,  pursuant  to  Spe- 
cial Orders  No.  114,  October  4,  and  119,  of  October  15,  1875,  Head- 
quarters Department  of  California,  arriving  thereat  and  taking  station 
October  25,  1875. 

October  19. — Company  B,  Twelfth  Infantry,  left  Fort  Yuma,  California, 
in  the  Department  of  Arizona,  and  proceeded  to  Angel  Island,  California, 
in  the  Department  of  California,  pursuant  to  Special  Orders  No.  119, 
Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific,  of  September  30,  1875, 
and  Special  Orders  No.  79,  Headquarters  Department  of  Arizona,  Octo- 
ber 16, 1875,  arriving  thereat  and  taking  station  November  7, 1875. 

October  20.— Company  D,  First  Cavalry,  left  Benicia  Barracks,  Cali- 
fornia, pursuant  to  Special  Orders  No.  119,  of  October  15,  1875,  from 
Headquarters  Department  of  California,  and  proceeded  to  and  took 
station  at  the  Presidio  of  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  on  the  same  day,  Octo- 
ber 20. 

October  21. — Capt.  M.  H.  Stacey,  Twelfth  Infantry,  with  thirteen  en- 
listed men  of  Company  H,  Twelfth  Infantry,  and  five  of  Company  I, 
First  Cavalry,  left  Camp  Halleck,  Nevada,  pursuant  to  instructions 
from  the  post-commander,  scouted  through  Secret  Pass  and  Ruby  Val- 
ley to  LIumboldt,  returning  to  post  October  26,  1875. 

December  18. — Second  Lfeut.  C.  C.  Norton,  First  Cavalry,  with  a  de- 
tachment of  thirteen  enlisted  men  of  Company  C,  First  Cavalry,  left 
Camp  McDermit,  Nevada,  and  proceeded,  under  instructions  of  the  post- 
commander,  on  a  scout  to  Oregon  Caiion  and  White-horse  Banche,  and 
finding  the  Indians  in  that  vicinity  quiet,  he  returned  with  his  command 
to  his  station,  arriving  December  21,  1875. 

December  24, — Company  G,  First  Cavalry,  commanded  by  Capt.  B.  F. 
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Bernard,  First  Cavalry,  left  the  Presidio  of  San  Francisco  and  proceeded 
to  take  station  at  San  Diego,  Cal.,  pursuant  to  Special  Orders  No.  163, 
Military  Division  of  the  Pacific,  dated  December  22, 187.5,  arriving  Jan- 
uary 2,*  1876. 

March  23, 1876. — Second  Lieut.  0.  C.  Norton,  First  Cavalry,  with  a  de- 
tachment of  fifteen  enlisted  men  of  Company  C,  First  Cavalry,  left  Caoip 
McDermit,  Nevada,  and  proceeded,  under  instructions  of  the  post-com- 
mander, to  Stein's  Mountains,  Oregon,  and  having  heard  of  no  complaints 
made  by  settlers  in  that  vicinity  against  the  Indians,  he  returned  with  , 
his  command  to  his  station,  arriving  March  28,  1876. 

April  3. — Company  C,  Fourth  Artillery,  left  Alcatraz  Island,  Cali- 
fornia, and  proceeded  to  and  took  station  at  the  Presidio  of  San  Fran- ' 
Cisco,  Cal.,  pursuant  to  Special  Orders  No.  30,  Department  of  California, 
of  1876,  arriving  same  day. 

April  5. — Company  F,  Twelfth  Infantry,  left  Angel  Island,  Cali- 
fornia, and  proceeded  to  and  took  station  at  Alcatraz  Island,  California, 
pursuant  to  Special  Orders  No.  30,  Headquarters  Department  of  Cali- 
fornia, of  1876,  arriving  same  day. 

April  18. — First  Sergeant  P.  Crowley,  Company  C,  First  Cavalry, 
left  Camp  McDermit,  Nevada,  and  proceeded  on  a  scout  to  Stein's 
Mountains,  Oregon,  under  instructions  of  the  post-commander.  Ilav- 
ing  heard  of  no  complaints  made  by  settlers  against  the  Indians  of  that 
section,  he  returned  with  his  command  to  his  station,  arriving  April  23d, 
after  having  marched  a  distance  of  loS  miles. 

April  25. — Lieut.  Frederick  K.  Ward,  First  Cavalry,  with  a  de- 
tachment of  enlisted  men  of  Company  G,  First  Cavalrj^,  and  one  cit- 
izen-guide, left  San  Diego,  Cal.,  under  instructions  of  the  postcom- 
maoder,  and  proceeded  to  Campo,  Cal.,  to  inquire  into  the  threatened 
difficulties  at  that  place  by  an  armed  band  of  Mexicans,  and,  after 
making  various  inquiries  among  the  Indians,  failed  to  obtain  any  infor- 
mation in  relation  to  the  killing  of  the  Indian  at  Seven  Wells  by  Mex- 
icans. Seeing  no  immediate  danger,  Lieutenant  Ward  returned  to  San 
Diego,  arriving  April  29. 

April  29. — A  detachment  of  enlisted  men,  under  command  of  Ser- 
geant Charles  B.  Terry,  of  Company  D,  Twelfth  Infantry,  left  Camp 
Independence,  California,  and  proceeded,  under  instructions  of  the  post- 
commander,  on  a  scout  to  Olancha  and  Haway,  and  returned  to  Camp 
Independence  May  6. 

May  21. — Lieut.  W.  W.  Wotherspoon,  Twelfth  Infantry,  left  Camp  In- 
dependence, Cal.,  with  a  detachment  of  enlisted  men  of  Company  D, 
Twelfth  Infantry,  and  proceeded,  under  instructions  of  the  post-com- 
mander, on  a  scout  through  the  country  adjoining  the  post.  Seeing  no 
lodiaus.  Lieutenant  Wotherspoon  returned  with  his  command  to  his 
station,  arriving  June  3. 

May  30. — Second  Lieut.  F.  A.  Smith,  Twelfth  Infantry,  with  a  de- 
tachment of  nine  men  of.  Company  A,  First  Cavalry,  left  Camp  Bid- 
well,  Cal.,  en  route  to  Painter's  Flat,  Nev.,  in  pursuance  of  instructions 
from  the  pos^commander  to  investigate  certain  troubles  bgtweeu  the 
Indians  and  certain  settlers  at  that  place.  On  June  2,  Lieutenant  Smith 
arrived  at  Painter's  Flat,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  the  Indian  en- 
campment to  investigate  the  troubles,  which  he  found  to  be  as  follows : 
Some  nine  months  previous  to  this  diiticulty,  the  Indians  at  that  place 
lost  a  horse,  which,  a  few  days  before,  had  been  seen  by  them  in  the 
corral  of  a  man  named  Shinn.  The  Indians  to  whom  the  horse  belonged 
elaimed  it,  and  it  seems  that  Shinn  made  a  bargain  with  them  to  the 
effect  that  if  they  could  catch  the  horse,  either  in  a  race  or  while  luii- 
niug  at  large  on  his  ranch,  they  could  have  it.    One  of  the  IuOa^xl^ 
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caught  the  horse,  and  was  going  to  ride  it  away,  when  yonng  Shinn  told 
the  Indian  to  get  oft  the  horse ;  but  the  Indian  failed  to  do  so,  but  pro- 
ceeded to  ride  oft*,  when  young  Shinn  fired  and  shot  him  dead.  At  the 
same  time  an  Indian  named  Tom,  who  accompanied  the  other,  attempted 
also  to  take  away  the  horse,  and  was  also  shot  and  badly  wounded  in 
the  shoulder.  Lieutenant  Smith  then  went  to  Shinn's  ranch,  but  was 
unable  to  find  him,  so  he  again  returned  to  Painter's  Flat.  Upon  Lieu- 
tenant Smith  assuring  the  Indians  that  they  would  be  fully  protected  in 
their  rights,  and  that  Shinn,  if  guilty,  would  be  brought  to  trial  and 
punished,  they  promised  him  that  no  trouble  would  be  caused  by  them, 
and  that  they  would  send  word  to  the  surrounding  Indians  that  the 
aftair  had  been  peaceably  settled.  Lieutenant  Smith  with  his  detach- 
ment returned  to  Camp  Bidwell  June  5.  June  15,  the  commanding  oflS- 
cer  at  Camp  Bidwell  received  a  communication  from  the  district  attor- 
ney for  Lassen  County,  California,  informing  him  he  had  inquired  dili- 
gently into  the  shooting  of  the  Indians  at  Paintei-'s  Flat  by  Shinn,  and 
that  the  case  would  be  investigated  before  the  grand  jury  in  August. 

June  3. — Companies  A  and  M,  Fourth  Artillery,  from  Presidio  of  San 
Francisco,  and  Company  G,  same  regiment,  from  Point  San  Jos6,  Cal., 
left  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  pursuant  lo  Special  Orders  No.  24,  Headquar- 
ters Military  Division  of  the  Pacific,  of  1876,  and  proceeded  to  Sitka, 
Alaska,  in  the  Department  of  the  Columbia,  under  command  of  Capt 
John  Mendenhall,  Fourth  Artillery,  arriving  there  and  taking  station 
June  14,  1876. 

Jtme  17. — Companies  F  and  L,  Fourth  Artillery,  left  Sitka,  Alaska, 
in  the  Department  of  the  Columbia,  en  route  to  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  un- 
der command  of  Capt.  J.  B.  Campbell,  Fourth  Artillery,  pursuant  to 
Special  Orders  No.  24,  Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific,  of 
1876,  arriving  July  3,  and  took  station  same  day.  Company  F  at  Point 
San  Jos^,  and  L  at  the  Presidio  of  San  Francisco. 

June  24. — Lieut.  Max.  Wesendorff",  First  Cavalry,  with  a  detachment 
of  enlisted  men  of  Company  C,  First  Cavalry,  left  Camp  McDermitt, 
Nev.,  pursuant  to  instructions  from  the  post-commander,  proceeded  on 
a  scout  through  Oregon  Caiion  toward  old  Fort  C.  F.  Smith,  and  re- 
turned to  camp  June  27. 

June  29. — Capt.  K.  F.  Bernard,  First  Cavalry,  with  his  company,  G, 
left  San  Diego,  Cal.,  and  proceeded  to  Campo,  Cal.,  upon  the  informa- 
tion received  that  the  Indians  and  Mexicans  had  driven  oft"  a  herd  of 
500  head  of  cattle  belonging  to  a  citizen  named  Larkins,  and  were  hold- 
ing them  south  of  the  line.  Upon  hearing  of  the  approach  of  the  troops, 
these  Indians  and  Mexicans  dispersed. 

Captain  Bernard  investigated  the  cause  of  the  trouble,  and  found  it 
to  be  as  follows:  A  band  of  Indians,  known  as  the  Jacumba  band  of 
Deganves,  living  just  south  of  line,  and  claiming  the  protection  of  the 
Mexican  government,  had  for  some  months  previous  been  killing  and 
living  on  Mr.  Laikins's  cattle.  Mr.  Larkins  asked  the  alcalde  to  do 
something  to  put  a  stop  to  this,  and  was  by  him  advised  to  get  a  party 
together  a^jd  clean  these  Indians  out.  Thinking  this  would  be  the 
quickest  and  most  effective  method  of  stopping  the  depredations,  Mr. 
Larkins  and  fourteen  armed  men  proceeded  to  the  Indian  camp,  intending 
to  get  six  of  the  ringleaders  and  shoot  them.  On  their  arrival  at  the 
camp  a  struggle  ensued,  and  the  ringleaders  escaped,  but  one  Indian 
was  killed.  The  Indian  chief,  Pedro  Blanco,  asked  protection  from  the 
alcalde,  who  immediately  assembled  a  party  of  Mexicans  and  drove  all 
of  Larkins's  cattle  south  of  the  line.  As  before  stated,  these  Indians  and 
Mexicans,  on  hearing  of  the  arrival  of  troops  at  Campo,  dispersed  and 
abandoned  the  cattle. 
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July  8. — Company  D,  Fourth  Artillery-,  commanded  by  Capt.  George 
B.  Rodney,  Fourth  Artillery,  left  Aleatrnz  Island  and  proceeded  to  Fort 
Canby,  in  the  Department  of  the  Columbia,  pur-suaat  to  Special  Orders 
No.  44,  current  series,  Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific, 
arriving  there  and  taking  station  July  12. 

July  14. — Company  H,  Fourth  Artillery,  commanded  by  Capt.  Frank 
G.  Smith,  Fourth  Artillery,  left  Fort  Canby,  in  the  Department  of  the 
Columbia,  and  proceeded  to  and  took  station  at  Alcatraz  Island,  Cal., 
July  17,  in  pursuance  of  Special  Orders  No.  44,  current  series,  Head- 
qaarters  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific. 

July  21, — Lieut.  C.  C.  Norton,  First  Cavalry,  with  a  detachment  of 
enlisted  men  of  Company  C,  First  Cavalry,  pursuant  to  instructions  of 
the  post-commander,  proceeded  on  a  scout  to  Owyhee  River.  Seeing 
DO  Indians,  Lieutenant  Norton  returned  with  his  command  to  his  post 
July  28. 

August  6. — Capt.  R.  F.  Bernard,  First  Cavalry,  with  a  detachment  of 
Company  G,  First  Cavalry,  left  San  Diego,  Cal.,  on  a  scout  along  the 
Mexican  border.  On  arriving  at  Campo  he  was  informed  that  the  In- 
dians south  of  the  line  had  murdered  a  half-breed  Indian  from  Cali- 
fornia, named  Pablo  Blanco,  and  that  the  Mexican  authorities  had  ar- 
rested several  of  the  Indians  for  the  murder.  A  large  number  of  Indians, 
men,  women,  and  children,  had  congregated  at  Campo,  dreading  an 
attack  from  the  Mexicans;  but  they  were  persuaded  to  return  across 
the  line  and  settle  their  difficulties  with  the  Mexican  authorities. 

August  12. — Company  C,  Fourth  Artillery,  from  the  Presidio  of  San 
Francisco,  Company  F,  from  Point  San  Jos^,  and  Companies  II  and  K, 
from  Alcatraz  Island,  left  San  Francisco,  under  command  of  Capt.  J.  B. 
Campbell,  Fourth  Artillery,  and  proceeded  to  Cheyenne,  VVyo.  Ter.,  in 
the  Department  of  the  Platte,  pursuant  to  telegraphic  instructions  from 
the  General  of  the  Army  and  Special  Orders  No.  Ill,  current  series, 
Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific;  since  ordered  to  Camp 
Kobiuson,  Nebr. 

August  12. — Company  I,  Twelfth  Infantry,  commanded  by  Capt.  C. 
F.  Thompson,  Twelfth  Infantry,  left  Angel  Island  and  proceeded  to  and 
took  station  at  Alcatraz  Island  same  day,  pursuant  to  Special  Orders 
No.  78,  current  series.  Headquarters  Department  of  California. 

August  18. — Company  G,  First  Cavalry,  left  San  Diego  and  proceeded, 
under  telegraphic  instructions  from  Headquarters  Department  of  Cali- 
fornia, of  the  II th  and  IGth  of  August,  to  Soledad  Pass,  on  the  Southern 
Pacific  Railroad,  there  to  await  orders  in  anticipation  of  a  battalion  of 
the  First  Cavalry  being  sent  to  the  Department  of  the  Platte.  This 
company  has  since  returned  to  its  station,  San  Diego,  Cal. 

August  12. — Lieut.  Harry  L-  Haskell,  Twelfth  Infantry,  with  a  de- 
tachment of  twenty  men  of  Company  B,  Twelfth  Infantry,  left  Angel 
Island,  California,  eti  route  to  Camp  McDermitt,  Nov.,  in  pursuance 
of  Special  Orders  No.  78,  current  series.  Headquarters  Department  of 
California,  to  garrison  the  post  in  the  event  of  the  withdrawal  of  Com- 
pany C,  First  Cavalry,  for  duty  in  the  Department  of  the  Platte.  The 
detachment  arrived  at  Camp  McDermitt  August  16, 1876.  This  detach- 
ment has  since  been  ordered  back  to  its  proper  station,  Angel  Island, 
Cal. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

iRviN  Mcdowell, 

Major-General^  Com^d'g  Divhi  and  Dep^t. 
The  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Headquarters  of  the  Army^  Wa^hingtonj  D.  C. 
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report  of  brig.  gen.  0.  0.  howard.  commanding  department  of 

the  columbia. 

Headquar'I'Ers  Department  of  the  Columbia, 

Portland,  Oreg.j  September  1 ,  1876. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor,  in  compliance  with  instructions  from  division 
headquarters,  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations  within  this 
department  during  the  past  year. 

The  geographical  Hmits  of  the  department  remain  the  same  as  at  the 
date — September  1, 1875 — of  my  last  report,  at  which  time  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  troops  was  as  follows,  viz : 

Alaska. — Sitka,  Companies  F  and  L  and  detachment  Company  M, 
Fourth  Artillery ;  Fort  Wrangel,  Company  B,  Twenty-first  Infantry. 

Idaho. — Fort  Boise,  Company  K,  Twenty-first  Infantry;  Fort  Lap- 
wai,  Companies  E,  First  Cavalry,  and  G,  Twenty-first  Infantry. 

Washington, — Fort  Can  by.  Cape  Hancock,  Company  H,  Fourth  Ar- 
tillery ;  Fort  Colville,  Company  M,  First  Cavalry ;  Fort  Townsend, 
Company  C,  Twenty-first  Infantry  ;  Fort  Vancouver,  headquarters  and 
Companies  D,  H,  and  I,  Twenty -first  Infantry;  Vancouver  arsenal, 
detachment  of  Ordnance;  Fort  Walla  Walla,  Companies  F,  H,  and  L, 
First  Cavalry,  and  E,  Twenty-first  Infantry. 

Oregon, — Camp  Harney,  Companies  K,  First  Cavalry,  and  A,  Twenty- 
first  Infantry;  Fort  Klamath,  Companies  B,  First  Cavalry,  and  F, 
Twenty-first  Infantry;  Fort  Stevens,  Company  E,  Fourth  Artillery. 

As  foreshadowed  in  my  last  report.  Company  E,  Twenty-first  In- 
fantry, then  under  orders,  moved  from  Fort  Walla  Walla  to  Fort  Van- 
couver, but  Company  G,  First  Cavalry,  then  supposed  to  be  en  route 
from  the  Department  of  California,  was  diverted  elsewhere  and  did  not 
report  in  this  department. 

By  Department  orders.  Companies  E,  (Sanford,)  at  Fort  Lapwai,  and 
F,  (Perry,)  at  Fort  Walla  Walla,  of  the  First  Cavalry,  were  interchanged 
last  autumn. 

By  orders  from  Division  Headquarters,  the  garrisons  at  Sitka  and 
Fort  Canby  have  been  changed,  Capt.  John  Mendenhall  and  Com- 
panies A  and  G  having  relieved  Capt.  James  B.  Campbell  and  Com- 
panies F  and  L  at  Sitka,  and  Captain  George  B.  Rodney  and  Company 
D  having  relieved  Capt.  Frank  G.  Smith  and  Company  H  at  Fort 
Canby — all  of  the  Fourth  Artillery;  the  companies  relieved  proceed- 
ing to  the  Department  of  California. 

The  following  is  the  present  distribution  of  droops : 

Alaska. — Sitka,  Companies  A,  G,  and  M,  Fourth  Artillery;  Fort 
Wrangel,  Company  B,  Twenty-first  Infantry. 

Idaho. — Fort  Boise,  Company  K,  Twenty-first  Infantry ;  Fort  Lap- 
wai, Companies  F,  First  Cavalry,  and  G,  Twenty-first  Infantry. 

Washington, — Fort  Canby,  Cape  Hancock,  Company  D,  Fourth  Ar- 
tillery ;  Fort  Colville,  Company  M,  First  Cavalry ;  Fort  Townsend, 
Company  C,  Twenty-first  Infantry  ;  Fort  Vancouver,  headquarters  and 
Companies  D,  E.  H,  and  I,  Twenty-first  Infantry  ;  Vancouver  Arsenal, 
Detachment  of  Ordnance;  Fort  Walla  Walla,  Companies  E,  H,  and  L, 
First  Cavalry. 

Oregon. — Camp  Harney,  Companies  K,  First  Cavalry,  and  A,  Twenty- 
first  Infantry ;  Fort  Klamath,  Companies  B,  First  Cavalry,  and  F, 
Twenty-first  Infantry;  Fort  Stevens,  Company  E,  Fourth  Artillery. 

Companies  A  and  K,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  (Harney  and  Boise,)  are 
under  orders  to  interchange  stations,  and  a  change  in  the  garrison  at 
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Fort  Wrangel  is  contemplated.  Otoe  of  the  artillery  companies  at  Sitka 
will  relieve  Company  B,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  which  latter  Company 
vill  proceed  to  Fort  Stevens,  Oregon,  and  form  part  of  the  garrison  at 
that  post. 

Accompanying  this  report  are  rosters  of  the  command  for  the  months 
of  August,  1875  and  1876,  marked  "A"  and  "  B,"and  tables  exhibiting  in 
detail  the  changes  within  the  department,  marked  "  C,"  "D,"  and  *'d.'' 

The  changes  in  the  personnel  (enlisted)  during  the  period  have  been  as 
follows : 

Gain.  Loss. 


By  transfer 390 

By  recruits 230 

From  desertion 26 


By  transfer 296 

By  discharge 300 

By  death 7 

By  desertion 55 

Two  hundred  and  forty  discharges  were  by  expiration  of  enlistments, 
25  for  disability,  and  35  by  sentence  of  courts-martial  and  miscellaneous 
causes.  Eighty-five  of  the  recruits  were  enlisted  or  re-enlisted  within 
tiie  department. 

The  strength,  present  and  absent,  of  the  troops  in  this  command,  from 
tbe  latest  data  obtainable,  is :  commissioned  officers,  97  ;  enlisted  men, 
1,012.    Present :  officers,  74 ;  enlisted  men,  997. 

There  have  been  no  tield-movements,  proper,  of  troops.  Con^panies 
H  and  L,  First  Cavalry,  left  Fort  Walla  Walla  January  1,  1876,  for  a 
scout  to  the  Wallowa  Valley,  and  returned  to  that  post  January  II, 
1876;  this  movement  was  made  on  account  of  apprehended  difficulties 
between  the  Indians  and  whites,  in  that  direction. 

ALASKA. 

Of  late  there  have  been  very  few  complaints  of  any  kind  from  Alaska, 
yet,  in  the  anomalous  condition  of  that  Territory,  troubles  with  the 
whites  or  the  Indians,  between  whites  and  Indians,  or  among  the  Indi- 
ans themselves^  may  arise  at  any  time;  and  as  Congress  adjourned 
without  taking  action  looking  to  any  species  of  civil  government,  the 
only  course  now  practicable  seems  to  me  to  be  this,  viz:  the  appoint- 
inent  of  one  or  two  United  States  commissioners  to  reside  in  the  Terri- 
tory, and  as  many  United  States  deputy  marshals,  before  whom  all  cases 
of  violation  of  law  may  be  brought.  There  is  need  that  the  Depart- 
ment of  Justice  should  designate  the  proper  court  to  make  the  appoint- 
ments, and  give  such  essential  instructions  as  will  render  their  services 
effective.  Should  this  be  done,  and  a  gunboat  (which  I  again  recom- 
mend) be  kept  in  Alaska  waters  to  co-operate  with  these  civil  function- 
aries, the  garrisons  at  Sitka  and  Wrdngel  can  be  dispensed  with. 

As  to  the  vexed  subject  whether  Alaska  Territory  is  "Indian  country- ^ 
within  the  meaning  of  United  States  laws,  I  may  say  that  my  own 
view  is  coincident  with  that  expressed  in  the  careful  and  able  report  of 
tbe  Adjutant-General  of  this  department,  dated  December  16,  1875.  I 
have  acted  in  accordance  with  its  conclusions,  and  the  authorities  therein 
cited,  in  all  the  cases  that  have  arisen  for  my  action  in  Alaska. 

When  Alaska  shall  have  some  established  and  recognized  civil  gov- 
ernment, even  if  it  is  not  very  complete  in  officials,  it  will  be  a  great 
relief  to  the  officers  of  the  Army  in  charge  at  Sitka  and  Wrangel,  for 
they  are  denied  the  jurisdiction  for  an  ordinary  police,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  held  responsible  for  order  and  enforcement  of  law  on  the  other. 

Capt.  John  Mendenhall,  at  Sitka,  and  Capt.  Stephen  P.  Jocelyn,  at 
Wrangel,  are  succeeding  admirably  just  now  in  keeping  order^  and  cav- 
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rving  oat,  as  far  as  possible,  the  stringent  liquor-law  against  the  mann- 
faeture  and  sale  of  ardent  spirits  in  an  Indian  country,  without  any 
grumbling  and  grievous  complaints  being  elicited. 

ARMY  POSTS. 

I  have  visited,  since  my  annual  report  of  last  year,  Camp  Harney, 
Forts  Walla  Walla,  Lapwai,  Vancouver,  Canby,  Stevens,  and  Townsend, 
and  found  them  generally  in  excellent  condition.  Great  improvements 
have  been  made  at  several  of  the  posts  within  the  year  by  the  troops, 
with  very  little  help  from  outside. 

CAMP  HARNEY. 

I  made  a  special  report  with  reference  to  Camp  Harney.  Maj.  John 
Green,  th«  eflBcieut  ^nd  careful  commander,  is  still  in  charge,  and  has 
carried  into  effect  the  improvements  that  he  suggested  for  the  temporary 
comfort  of  the  command.  As  Camp  Harney  is  somewhat  remote  from 
civilization,  with  a  view  to  equalize  the  burden  of  frontier  service  I  in- 
terchanged Capt.  Patrick  Collins's  company,  at  Harney,  with  Capt. 
George  M.  Downey's,  at  Boise  City.  The  movement  is  in  progress ;  as 
the  companies  move  with  Government  transportation,  the  change  will 
not  cause  any  extra  cost. 

FORT  WALLA  WALLA. 

I  will  attach  to  my  report  a  list  of  improvements  that  have  been  effected 
under  Maj.  Elmer  Otis's  faithful  supervision  since  he  has  been  at  Fort 
Walla  Walla.  I  have  made  this  distinctively  a  cavalry  post.  Th»*ee 
of  the  barrack  buildings  and  all  the  oflBcers'  quarters  are  now  in  prime 
condition.  The  water  has  been  brought  in  pipes,  trees  have  been 
planted,  and  it  is  believed  that  all  the  objectionable  features  alleged 
against  Fort  Walla  Walla  as  a  healthful  and  desirable  station  have  been 
removed.  Where  so  much  manual  labor  has  been  done  by  the  soldiers 
as  at  Fort  Walla  Walla,  the  drill  is  hardly  kept  to  the  best  standard, 
but  now  the  attention  of  the  oflBcers  will  be  given  to  it  anew. 

\  FORT  CANBY. 

Fort  Canby,  under  Capt.  Frank  G.  Smith,  (and  his  successor  in  com- 
mand, Capt.  George  B.  Kodney,  lately  arrived,)  has  completely  changed 
its  face  during  the  year.  The  new  buildings,  viz,  the  store- house, 
the  officers'  quarters,  and  the  post-trader's  building,  and  the  thorough 
renovation  and  repair  of  the  old  buildings,  coupled  with  the  universal 
neatness  of  the  grounds,  strike  the  attention  of  the  inspector  as  soon 
as  he  lauds  at  Cape  Hancock.  The  system  of  reduction  of  length  of 
^imprisonment,  on  good  behavior,  for  the  convicts,  continues  to  work 
admirably.  It  promotes  industry  as  well  as  good  deportment,  is  useful 
to  the  post,  and  wonderfully  beneficial  to  the  men  themselves.  Many 
have  been  so  thoroughly  changed  in  their  habits  of  life  as  to  make  active 
and  worthy  citizens  after  their  discharge.  The  same  system  prevails 
here  as  at  Alcatraz  Island. 

FORT  STEVENS. 

During  the  summer  I  have  spent  considerable  time  at  Fort  Stevens. 
No  neater  post  or  soldiers  can  be  found  than  here,  under  Capt.  Marcus 
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P.  Miller's  commaDd.  The  ocean  keeps  making  headway  against  the 
fort  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  meet  the  engineer  board,  with  Maj. 
John  M.  Wilson,  the  engineer  officer  in  charge  of  the  different  forts  on 
this  northwest  coast,  at  Fort  Stevens.  They  directed  some  immediate 
repairs  of  the  fort  itself,  which  are  badly  needed,  and  promised  to  do 
what  is  possible  to  stop  the  destructive  approach  of  the  sea.  In  co- 
operation, I  have  sent  Capt.  Stephen  P.  Jocelyn's  company  of  infantry 
to  re-enforce  the  garrison,  and  aid  in  making  any  temporary  dikes  or 
obstructions  the  engineer  board  may  direct  and  supervise.  It  would 
be  a  shame  to  abandon  this  fort  without  prospect  of  another  in  these 
days  of  extraordinary  economy.  The  batteries  at  Cape  Hancock  would 
be  quite  ineffective  to  prevent  foreign  vessels  from  entering  and  ascend- 
ing the  rivers  as  far  as  Portland.  With  Stevens  in  good  condition  and 
well  garrisoned,  and  by  the  aid  of  temporary  water-batteries  that  could 
be  quickly  located  near  its  front  and  on  Sand  Island,  the  defense  would 
be  complete  and  reliable. 

FORT  VANCOUVER. 

Col.  Alfred  Sully,  commanding  the  Twenty-First  Infantry,  has  con- 
tinued in  charge  of  Fort  Vancouver.  The  post  is  in  good  order,  and,  as 
always  where  Colonel  Sully  has  the  command,  the  discipline  and  drill 
of  thQ  troops  are  never  intermitted.  The  high  water  of  the  Columbia 
disturbed  the  depot  on  the  low  ground  for  two  or  three  weeks,  and  did 
considerable  damage,  but  everything  has  now  been  restored  by  proper 
repair. 

FORT  LAPWAI. 

In  order  if  possible  to  effect  a  better  state  of  affairs  between  the  In- 
dian agencj^  and  the  garrison  at  Lapwai,  I  sent  Capt.  David  Perry  with 
bis  company  to  the  command,  and,  as  was  suggested  in  a  letter  to  me 
from  division  headquarters,  I  visited  the  post  myself  in  the  spring.  I 
found  matters  in  good  condition  every  way.  The  Indians  seemed  quiet 
and  satisfied ;  the  commanding  officer  and  the  Indian  agency  people  on 
good  terms,  and  the  garrison  in  order.  There  ought  to  be  better  stables 
for  the  horses  at  Lapwai,  and  at  least  one  set  of  officers'  quarters  built 
very  soon.  Lapwai  is  very  pleasantly  located  and  an  acceptable  post 
to  the  officers. 

NEZ-PERC£  INDIANS. 

Since  my  visit,  there  has  been  some  little  trouble  between  a  branch 
of  the  Xez- Percys— Joseph's  band,  situated  in  the  Wallowa  Valley — and 
some  white  men  of  the  neighborhood.  An  Indian  was  killed  by  a  white 
man  in  a  dispute  concerning  some  stock.  Capt.  David  Perry  was  di- 
rected to  see  the  chief,  Joseph,  and  do  what  was  necess&ry  to  preserve 
the  peace.  Maj.  H.  Clay  Wood,  my  adjutant- general,  afterward  visited 
Lapwai  and  made  a  report  dated  August  1,  1876.  I  attach  a  copy  for 
the  information  of  the  War  Department.  It  gives  the  view  this  non- 
treaty  band  take  of  their  difficulties  and  suggests  a  good  solution. 
Probably  I  cannot  do  better  in  this  annual  report  than  attach  also 
Major  Wood's  report  on  *'The  status  of  Young  Joseph  and  his  band  of 
Nez-Perc^  Indians."  The  subject-matter  of  this  tribe  and  its  troubles 
with  citizens  and  Government,  with  the  suggested  remedies,  are  here 
folly  set  forth.    I  call  special  attention  to  my  indorsement  thereon  : 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Columbia, 

Forilandy  Oreg.j  June  12, 1876. 

Retpectfnlly  forwarded,  through  headquarters  Division  of  the  Pacific,  for  the  infor- 
mation  aud  action  of  the  War  Department,  and  with  request  that  a  copy  of  the  report 
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be  farnisbed  tbe  Department  of  tbe  Interior,  and  action  looking  to  a  solntion  of  tbe 
troubles  witb  tbe  non-treaty  Nez-Perc6  Indians  be  bad.    I  urge  action,  as  tbis  is  jnst 
tbe  time  for  it,  and  it  will  save  money  and  furtber  complications  and  promote  tbe  wel- 
fare of  botb  wbites  and  Indians. 
Tbe  status  of  tbe  question  at  issue  is  briefly  as  follows : 

1.  Tbe  Government  bas  opened  tbe  Wallowa  Valley  to  settlement. 

2.  Young  Josepb  still  claims  tbat  tbis  valley  belongs  to  bim  and  his  band. 

3.  It  appears  tbat  Young  Josepb  bas  no  exclusive  claim  as  against  any  Nez-Perc^ 
Indian,  but  bas  bis  Indian  rigbt  in  common  witb  tbat  part  of  the  nation  not  a  party 
to  tbe  treaty  of  1^3,  and  that  tbe  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  is  imperfect  and 
incomplete.  . 

Rev.  Dr.  A.  L.  Lindsley's  letter  recommends  as  follows: 

"  In  remembrance  of  tbat  bitter  experience,  I  u»e  a  citizen's  privilege  to  suggest  a 
plan  which  will  bring  a  pacific  settlement  and  ultimate  satisfaction  to  all  parties,  or 
Justify  harsher  measures. 

"Let  a  cofumission  of  well-qualified  men  be  appointed  by  tbe  Government  to  nego- 
tiate witb  the  Indians  (not  the  chiefs  alone)  for  the  relinquishment  of  all  their  land- 
claims  by  fair  purchase  ;  persuade  them  to  enter  within  tbe  reservation  in  a  reasonable 
time,  with  permission  to  hunt,  as  heretofore,  beyond  the  lines;  provide  for  their  chil- 
dren additional  schools,  the  existing  provision  being  madeqate  for  tbe  present  de- 
mands ;  protect  them  in  tbe  enjoyment  of  rights  equal  to  those  of  other  Nez-Perc^ 
now  on  the  reservation." 

This  recommendation  does  not  conflict  with  tbe  conclusions  of  Major  Wood's 
report. — (See  pages  41  to  45  inclusive.) 

I  concur  in  the  recommendation,  and  hope  the  conclusions  of  the  report  will  be 
carefully  considered  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior  and  the  law-officers  concerned. 

Major  Wood,  using  all  the  means  of  knowledge  within  his  reach,  has  spent  consid- 
erable tiiiw  and  taken  great  pains  to  put  into  a  succinct  and  comprehensive  form*every- 
thingof  importance  bearing  upon  tbe  relations  of  tbe  Gi)veriiiuent  and  these  Indians, 
and  he  bas  succeeded  in  milking  tbe  subject  clear  and  the  difficulties  easy  of  solution. 
Our  Government  will  be  derelict  and  responsible  for  consequences,  if  a  permanent  and 
Just  settlement  with  these  Indians  is  not  speedily  effected. 

I  recommend  that  tbe  commission  suggested  consist  of  five  members  :  Judge  M.  P. 
Deady,  United  States  district  court;  Hon.  T.  B.  Odeneal,  R.  R.  Thompson,  esq..  Gen.  Joel 
Palmer,  Hon.  J.  W.  Nesmith.  Any  of  them  would  be  Just  and  fit  men  for  the  work, 
and  they  are  familiar  with  Indian  subjects.  The  department  commander  and  tbe  Nez- 
Perc^s  Indian  agent  should,  in  my  judgment,  constitute  two  members  of  the  commis- 
sion. 

I  send  also  herewith  Dr.  Lindsley's  letter,  and  another  from  General  E.  B.  Babbitt,  U. 
S.  A.,  (retired.)  Six  extra  copies  of  tbe  report  are  by  tbis  mail  forwarded  to  the  Ad- 
jutant-General, and  two  copies  to  division  headquarters. 

and  renew  my  recoinmendatiou  of  a  commissiou  to  hear  and  settle  the 
whole  matter  before  war  is  even  thought  of.  The  Nez-Perces  have 
never  been,  up  to  the  present  time,  hostile  to  our  people. 

FOBT  TOWNSEND. 

I  visited  Fort  Townsend  during  last  month.  The  buildings  have  been 
repaired  and  the  grounds  cleared  of  the  brushwood  that  covered  part 
of  them  at  my  last  visit.  An  extensive  garden  for  the  soldiers  has  been 
planted  in  an  open  space  some  two  miles  back  from  the  sound.  I  vis- 
ited  every  part  and  inspected  the  command,  and  think  Capt.  George  H. 
Burton,  who  is  in  charge,  has  reason  to  be  gratified  at  the  thorough 
order  and  remarkable  beauty  of  his  post. 

FORT  COLVILLB. 

I  sent  a  company  (M,  First  Cavalry,  Capt.  Moses  Harris,  command- 
ing) to  Colville,  to  relieve  Company  E,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  under 
Capt.  Evan  Miles,  who  was  commanding  this  post  during  my  visit  last 
year.  Lieut.  William  H.  Boyle,  my  aid-de  camp,  made  an  inspection 
of  the  post  during  June,  and  reported  everything  in  good  condition. 
There  has  been  quite  a  number  of  desertions  from  Captain  Harris's  com- 
pany.   Several  deserters  have  been  apprehended  and  brought  to  trial, 
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but  as  neither  the  close  watching  nor  the  severe  penalties  inflicted  by 
oonrts-martial  seem  sufficient  to  quell  the  deserting  mania,  Captain 
Harris  has  asked  that  his  company  be  sent  to  some  other  post,  with  the 
hope  of  making  matters  better. 

mblAN  RESERVATION. 

The  reservation  difficulty  reported  last  year  has  not  been  settled  yet 
by  the  Indian  Bureau.  The  Tndians  and  agent  are  all  still  far  from  the 
reservation  that  was  set  apart.  The  whites  and  Indians  seem  just  now 
to  be  peaceably  disposed  toward  each  other.  The  ISpokanes  and  some 
other  Indians  were  reported  as  intending  to  send  some  detachments  east 
toward  the  Sioux  country.  I  advised  against  the  movement,  but  thought 
it  best  to  use  no  force  for  detention,  as  these  Indians  will  never  join  the 
hostiles,  and  only  go  now  and  then  for  purposes  of  trade.  1  have  not 
learned  that  any  have  actually  gone. 

FORT  KLAMATH — POST  AND  INDIANS. 

Lieut.  Melville  C.  Wilkinson,  aid-de-camp,  inspected  the  post  of 
Klamath  in  May,  and  reported  favorably  upon  all  points.  Considerable 
excitement  has  arisen  among  the  Indians  in  that  vicinity,  first  on  ac- 
count of  finding  the  dead  body  of  an  Indian  in  a  creek,  with  his  horse 
tied  near  at  hand.  The  Indians  declared  that  a  half  breed  had  killed 
him.  The  evidence  was  taken  in  the  case,  and  the  subject  referred  to 
roe  for  a  decision  as  to  whether  or  not  the  man  accused  was  guilty  and 
should  be  detained.  The  Indians  asserted  that  they  would  be  satisfied 
with  m3' judgment.  After  a  careful  perusal  of  all  the  proceedings  fur- 
nished from  the  investigations  at  Klamath,  I  decided  that  it  was  proper 
to  set  the  accused  at  liberty. 

Another  grievous  case  has  since  arisen  on  the  Government  reserva- 
tion at  Klamath.  A  citizen  named  Terrence  Quinn,  on  July  23,  reported 
to  the  post-commander,  desiring  to  surrender  himself  stating  that  he 
had  shot  an  Indian  known  as  8am  May.  A  large  party  of  Indians  pur- 
sued the  murderer  and  trailed  him  into  Fort  Klamath,  but  finding  he 
was  there,  confined  in  irons,  they  seemed  satisfied  and  returned  to  their 
homes.  In  this  case  the  man  was  detained,  and  the  case  has  already 
been  taken  charge  of  by  the  United  States  district  attorney  for  Oregon, 

ARREST  OF  INDIANS. 

There  have  been  two  cases  where  Indian  agents  have  asked  the  deten- 
tion under  guard  of  Indians  under  their  charge — Indians  who  have  been 
guilty  of  some  gross  misconduct.  This  and  the  troubles  of  Wallowa 
Valley  have  caused  a  ripple  of  disturbance.  The  system  of  correspond- 
ence with  the  agents  of  the  diflereut  reservations,  through  Lieut.  Wil- 
liam H.  Boyle,  who  was  assigned  by  the  W^ar  Department  to  inspect 
Indian  supplies,  has  served  to  keep  me  well  informed  upon  all  subjects 
likely  to  create  any  disturbance  of  the  peace  anywhere  on  the  Indian 
reservations. 

ARMY  RATION. 

The  army  ration,  when  men  have  to  work  hard  and  where  the  ration 
cannot  be  supplemented  by  the  help  of  a  garden,  is  not  in  my  judgment 
sufficient  for  the  men.  Doubtless  this  subject  will  be  considered  and 
brought  to  notice  through  the  Commissary-General. 
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Capt.  William  H.  Bell,  the  cbief  commissary  of  the  department,  is 
now  absent  making  inspections.  Hi«  report  will  be  sent  in  on  his 
return. 

The  report  from  the  acting  chief  quartermaster,  Maj.  George  H. 
Weeks,  shows  a  large  diminution  of  expenditure  over  the  previous  year, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  expenditures  may  be  still  further  reduced  during 
the  coming  fiscal  year.  Certainly  this  will  be  the  case  if  we  succeed  as 
well  in  promptly  settling  the  Indian  difficulties  that  arise  with  little  or 
no  movements  of  troops. 

Careful  arrangement  was  made  of  the  roster  of  officers  so  as  to  enable 
all  who  wished  to  do  so  to  have  a  leave  of  absence  long  enough  to  visit 
the  Centennial  Exhibition  at  Philadelphia. 

The  usual  method  of  using  the  officers  of  my  staff  to  organize  courts- 
martial  at  the  distant  posts,  taking  advantage  of  the  paymaster's  bi- 
monthly visits,  has  been  pursued  this  year  to  a  considerable  extent,  and 
this  work,  in  addition  to  their  regular  duties,  has  kept  these  officers 
very  actively  engaged. 

In  my  report  of  last  year  I  stated,  "For  the  excellent  discipline  and 
good  military  order  throughout  the  department  the  Government  is 
indebted  to  the  diligent,  temperate,  and  faithful  officers  at  the  several 
posts.''  I  reiterate  the  statement  now.  One,  lately  an  officer,  however, 
whose  name  I  need  not  record  again,  affords  an  exception.  He  gave 
himself  up  to  dissipation,  forged  a  draft,  had  it  cashed  at  a  bank  in  this 
city,  and  then  succeeded  in  making  his  escape.  He  has  since  been 
dropped  from  the  rolls  for  desertion. 

In  the  course  of  my  report  I  have  had  occasion  to  mention  several 
staff-officers  by  name.  I  can  say  without  flattery  that  during  the  year 
all  the  officers  of  the  staff  have  been  remarkable  for  diligence  and  effi- 
ciency in  duty,  and  for  deportment  that  everywhere  meets  only  com- 
mendation.   I  name  them  for  special  record  and  commendation. 

PERSONAL  STAFF. 

First  Lieut.  Joseph  A.  Sladen,  Fourteenth  Infantry,  aid-de  camp. 
First  Lieut.  William  H.  Boyle,  Twenty-first  Infantry,  aid-de-camp. 
First  Lieut.  Melville  C.  Wilkinson,  Third  Infantry,  aid-de-camp. 

DEPARTMENT  STAFF. 

Maj.  H.  Clay  Wood,  adjutant-general. 

Maj.  R.  N.  Batchelder,  chief  quartermaster. 

Capt.  William  H.  Bell,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence. 

Surg.  Elisha  J.  Baily,  medical  director. 

Maj.  Joseph  H.  Eaton,  chief  paymaster. 

Capt.  John  A.  Kress,  ordnance  department,  ordnance  officer. 

GENERAL  STAFF  OFFICERS. 

Maj.  George  H.  Weeks,  quartermaster,  (acting  chief  quartermaster,) 
depot  quartermaster,  Vancouver. 

Maj.  William  A.  Eucker,  paymaster,  (relieved  May  29, 1876.) 

Maj.  James  P.  Canby,  paymaster. 

Maj.  Eeginald  H.  Towler,  paymaster. 

The  health  of  the  troops  has  been  remarkably  good.  The  supplies  of 
clothing  and  other  necessaries  have  been  seasonably  furnished,  and  the 
payments  made  as  promx)tly  as  possible  under  the  present  system. 
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The  very  great  distances  between  the  different  posts  render  the  duties 
of  the  pay  department  exceedingly  arduous. 

For  further  details  I  refer  to  the  several  reports  of  the  chiefs  of  the 
staff  departments  marked  I,  K,  L,  and  M. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  O.  HOWARD, 
Brigadier  and  Brevet  Major- General,  Commanding. 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Military  I>ivi8ion  of  the  Facific,  San  Frencisco,  Cat. 


List  of  accompanying  documents. 

Rosier  of  troops  for  August,  1876. 

Tftbnlar  statement  of  posts  in  the  Department  of  tbe  Columbia,  sho'wing  garrisons 
and  commanders  August  31,  1876. 

Table  showing  by  months  the  gains  and  losses  of  officers  and  enlisted  men  in  the 
department  from  September,  1875,  to  August,  1876,  inclusive. 

Movement  of  troops  in  the  department  from  September  1, 1875,  to  August  31, 1876. 

Opinion,  by  Major  Wood,  that  Alaska  Territory  is  ludian  country  within  the  mean- 
iogof  the  Jaws  of  the  United  States,  December  16,  1875. 

Statement  of  repairs  and  improvements  at  Fort  Walla  Walla,  W.  T. 

Report,  by  Major  Wood, on  the  "Status  of  Young  Joseph  and  his  band  of  Nez  Perc6 
lodiaos  under  the  treaties  between  the  United  States  and  the  Nez  Perc^  Indians,  and 
the  Indian  title  to  laud.'' 

Annual  report  of  the  chief  quartermaster. 

Annual  report  of  the  medical  director. 

Annual  report  of  the  chief  commissary  of  subsistence. 

Annual  report  of  the  chief  paymaster. 


Q.—Tabular  statement  of  posts  in  the  Department  of  the  Columhia,  showing  their  respective 

garrisons  and  commanders^  August  31, 1876. 


POfltC 

No.  of  com- 
paniea. 

Oarrlson. 

Commanders. 

FortBo|g«,  Idaho 

1 
1 
1 
8 
2 
2 
3 
1 
1 
A 

K,21itlnf 

lit  Lient.  E.  A.  Thelltfr,  21  Bt  Inf. 
Capt.  G.  B.  Rodney.  4th  Art. 
Capt  M.  Harrifi.  l8t  Cay. 

fortCaoby.  WaMh  

D,  4th  Art 

Fort  Cokille.  Wa»b 

M,  l8t  Cay 

Camp  Harney.  Oreir 

K.  IstCay.;  A,2lBtInf 

B,  iBt  Cay.;  F,  21it  Inf 

F,  lutCay.;  G,  2UtInf 

A.  G.  M.  4th  Art 

MaJ  J.  Green,  iBt  Cay. 
Capt.  J.  Jackson,  Ist  Cay. 
Capt,  D.  Perry,  Ist  Cav. 
Capt  J.  Mendenhall,  4th  Art. 
Capt.  M.  Miller.  4th  Art. 

Fort  Klamath.  Oreg 

Fort  Lapwai.  Idaho 

Sitka,  Alaska 

Fort  SteTena,  Oreg    

B,  4th  Art 

Fort  Townsend.  Waah 

C,  2lBtIof 

Capt  G.  H.  Burton.  2lBt  Inf. 

Fort  Yaoeonyer,  Wash 

yaneouTer  artenal.  Waih  .... 

F.  S.  band,  and  D,  E,  H,  and  I 
2l8t  Inf. 

Detachment  of  ordnance 

E.  H.  and  L.  lit  Cav 

CoLA.Sally,  2lBt  Inf. 

Capt  J.  A.  Kress,  Ordnance  Dept 
Lieut  Col.  E.  Otis.  7th  Cay. 

Fort  Walla- Walla.  Waah 

3 

1 

Fort  Wranfff*!,  Alaaka 

B,  2l8tlnf 

Capt.  8.  P.  Jocelyn.,  2l8t  Inf. 
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LOSS. 

U3 

Enlisted  men. 

a 

Enliitad  men. 

1 

a 

o 

s 

Monthf. 

• 

P 

n. 

I 

•s 

1 

e 

& 

i 

"3 

1 

a 
• 

1 

! 

•o 

a 

E 

1 

5 

l« 
o   . 

•s| 

a 
a 

o 

itichHrged  on  expi- 
ration of  term  of 
Mervice 

iflcbarged    for  dii- 
ability. 

Iflcbarged  from  other 
causes. 

t 
1 

•d 

i 
s 

• 
ci 

1 

O 

pa 

H 
5 

06 
10 

•2 

< 

O 

Q 

Q 

Q 

H 

Q 

Q 
14 

-< 

September,  1875... 

6 

78 

5 

106 

4 

22 

1 

2 

41 

« 

October,  1875 

1 

17 

4 

4 

1 

6 

33 

4 

27 

4 

58 

4 

S 

November,  1 875 .... 

6 

126 

11 

2 

10 

1 

156 

4 

66 

i 

2 

68 

•  •  ■  ■ 

•  •  •  • 

14 

December.  1875.... 

6 
6 

6 
6 

2 

11 

6 

3 
1 

28 
20 

1 

44 

20 

4 

6 

4 

1 

8 

1 

-  •  • 

( 

Jannary.  1876 

1 

a 

Pebrnary.  1876 

March.  1876 

4 

1 

15 

2 

92 

2 

12 

1 

I 

2 

1 

s 

1 

10 

17 

1 

2 

... 

31 

3 

9 

3 

3 

9 



5 

a 

Aoril,  1876 

2 

9 

6 

7 

3 

4 

31 

3 

7 

1 

1 

9 

4 

a 

May,  1876 

2 

8 

2 

1 

1 

1 

15 

1 

3 

3 

4 

6 

7 

s 

June,  1876 

10 

88 

11 

5 

1 

7 

122 

10 

11 

3 

3 

63 

16 

10 

July,  1876  

9 

41 

57 

3 

4 

1 

115 

9 

13 

2 

8 

27 

•  •  •  ■ 

4 

6 

August,  1876 

1 

5 

1 
33 

3 
52 

•  •  •  • 

26 

10 

6 

...... 

2 

2 

-  ••. 

55 

1 

Total 

43 

390 

145 

689 

41 

240 

25 

35 

296 

69 
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Monthg. 


September,  1875 
October,  1875.... 
November,  1875., 
December,  1875.. 
January,  1876  ... 
Pebmary,  1876.. 

March,  1876 

April,  1876 

May,  1876 

June,  1876 , 

July,  1876  

AnguBt,  1876  .... 
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2 
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and  there  was  no  way  to  identify  the  guilty  ones  after  mingling  with 
the  other  Indians  on  the  reservation. 

Captain  Ogilby,  Eighth  Infantry,  made  a  scout  from  Camp  Apache  to 
the -north  and  west,  in  January  last,  on  which  occasion  his  Indian  scouts 
captured  six  women  and  children,  and  reported  having  killed  four  men, 
on  the  dlst. 

In  March  last,  Agent  Glum  reported  some  renegades  from  his  agency 
ib  the  Tonto  Basin,  and  Guide  Stanley,  with  Indian  scouts  from  Gamp 
Apache,  proceeded  to  that  locality  and  succeeded  in  finding  them,  and 
reported  killing  seven  at  one  point,  on  the  27th,  and  nine  at  another,  on 
the  28th,  while  only  one  Indian  escaped. 

Recently  Mr.  Glum  reported  certain  Indians  to  have  left  the  reserva- 
tion, and  Gaptain  Porter,  Eighth  Infantry,  with  some  Indian  scouts 
from  Gamp  Verde,  overtook  the  runaways,  who  fired  upon  his  party, 
wounding  one  of  his  scouts.  He  succeeded  in  killing  seven  and  captur- 
ing two  women  and  five  children. 

The  success  of  the  scouting  parties  last  year  has  had  the  effect  to  keep 
the  Indians  on  the  reservations,  and  the  occasion  for  scouting  has  be- 
come less  frequent  this  year,  and  there  has  not  been  so  much  of  it.  In 
a  year  or  two  more  it  is  probable  there  will  be  no  necessity  for  scouting. 

Ko  trouble  has  occurred  with  the  Hualapais,  who  have  been  running 
at  large  in  Mojave  Gounty  since  they  left  the  Colorado  reservation, 
about  eighteen  months  since.  They  asked  to  be  let  alone,  and  dread  to 
be  under  the  supervision  of  civil  agents,  but  would  have  no  objection  to 
being  situated  as  they  were  at  Beale  Springs,  under  the  direction  of  an 
officer  of  the  Army.  As  long  as  they  give  rise  to  no  difficulty  I  see  no 
reason  for  interfering  with  them ;  for,  perhaps  they  are  learning  the  vices 
of  the  whites  also,  but  they  have  more  opportunity  of  learning  their  ways 
of  living,  working  for  them  and  earning  their  own  subsistence  at  the 
same  time,  and  the  fittest  to  live  will  probably  survive  the  contact. 

The  Pimas,  Maricopas,  and  Papigoes  are  peaceable  and  quiet,  and 
charged  with  nothing  more  serious  than  an  occasional  theft.  They  seem 
to  be  intermediate  between  the  Pueblo  and  wild  tribes  of  Indians  that 
live  in  villages  of  a  temporary  character,  and  cultivate  the  soil,  and 
produce  wheat,  corn,  and  other  vegetables. 

The  various  tribes  along  the  Colorado  River  have  not  given  any 
trouble,  and  I  believe  take  care  of  themselves  entirely,  except  those  on 
the  Colorado  reservation. 

I  should  be  entirely  confident  of  peace  in  the  future  with  all  these 
Indians,  if  their  care  in  time  of  peace  fell  to  the  military  commanders, 
as  it  necessarily  does  when  they  become  troublesome  and  dangerous. 
It  is  not  possible  to  control  Indians  without  a  tangible  force  of  some 
kind.  The  present  agent  at  the  San  Carlos  reservation,  Mr.  Glum,  has 
organized  a  local  police  force,  that  is  composed  of  Indians,  under  the 
direction  of  a  white  man,  that  seems  to  answer  very  well  as  long  as 
there  is  no  combination  of  any  extent,  but  iii  case  of  a  general  uprising 
it  is  easy  to  see  how  it  might  be  used  against  the  agent  himself,  without 
troops  in  the  country  to  call  to  his  assistance. 

Quite  a  settlement  is  growing  up  on  the  Little  Colorado  River,  in  the 
northern  portion  of  the  Territory,  which  is  contiguous  to  the  Navajo 
country,  and  some  reports  of  trouble  with  those  Indians  have  reached 
me  from  that  section.  It  is  highly  probable  that  difficulties  may  arise 
in  that  region,  as  the  grazing-grounds,  which  are  outside  of  their  reser- 
vation but  are  used  by  the  ^Javajoes  at  times,  are  taken  up  by  the 
future  settlers. 
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INDIAN  SCOUTS. 

With  the  authority  recently  received  to  enlist  forty  additional  scouts 
for  service  in  Southeastern  Arizona,  there  will  be  three  companies,  of 
forty  scouts  each.    They  are  posted  as  follows :  Company  A,  at  Camp 
Apache.    They  are  used  for  the  protection  of  the  White  Mountain  coun- 
try lying  north  of  San  Carlos  reservation,  and  to  prevent  the  return  of 
the  Indians  to  that  region  without  authority,  and  will  be  of  service  in 
case  of  depredations  in  the   Little  Colorado  country.     Company  B, 
Camp  Verde.    This  company  is  used  for  the  protection  of  the  country 
lying  west  of  the  San  Carlos  reservation,  and  to  prevent  the  return  of 
tiie  Indians  to  the  waters  of  the  Verde  Eiver.    They  are  also  held  in 
reserve  in  case  of  trouble  with  the  Hualapais,  and  serve  as  a  check  upon 
that  tribe.    Company  C,  which  is  now  being  enlisted,  is  intended  for 
service  in  Southeastern  Arizona,  and  will  be  used  in  case  of  Indians 
leaving  to  the  south  from  the  San  Carlos  reservation.    The  first  work 
they  will  have  to  do  will  be  to  try  and  find  the  Indians  who  murdered 
the  two  miners  recently  on  the  Chiricahua  reservation,  and  to  find  out 
what  Indians  were  left  behind  after  the  removal  of  the  Chiricahuas,  and 
that  may  have  taken  refuge  in  Sonora,  to  raid  in  Arizona. 

These  scouts,  supported  by  a  small  force  of  cavalry,  are  exceedingly 
efficient,  and  have  succeeded,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  in  finding 
every  party  of  Indians  they  have  gone  in  pursuit  of.  They  are  a  great 
terror  to  the  runaways  from  the  reservatioi^s?  ^^d  for  such  work  are 
more  efficient  than  double  the  number  of  soldiers. 

Another  company  of  scouts  could  be  advantageously  posted  at  Camp 
McDowell,  should  the  number  allowed  by  law  and  the  exigencies  of  the 
service  elsewhere  permit  it.  It  is  possible  for  the  Indians  to  pass 
tbroagh  the  mountains  from  the  San  Carlos  reservation  and  commit 
depredations  on  the  settlements  of  Salt  Eiver  and  the  Lower  Verde,  which 
are  rapidly  settling  up. 

THE  BORDER. 

The  future  may  develop  use  for  more  troops  along  the  boirler,  on  the 
SoQora  and  Lower  California  line.  Last  December,  Governor  Safford 
reported  that  forces  from  Sonora  were  taking  refuge  on  United  States 
territory,  and,  in  compliance  with  instructions  from  division  headquar- 
ters, Major  Biddle,  with  two  companies  of  Sixth  Cavalry,  proceeded  to 
San  Raphael  and  vicinity.  The  Mexican  forces  under  Serna,  and  also 
thoee  of  Pesquiera,  had  both  been  in  Arizona  Territory,  but  withdrew 
on  the  approach  of  United  States  forces. 

Troables  have  occurred  on  the  line  of  Lower  California,  but  I  was  not 
called  upon  to  take  any  action. 

The  proximity  of  the  line  is  made  use  of  by  fugitives  from  both  sides 
to  escape  punishment  for  their  crimes,  and,  as  the  country  settles  up, 
the^  cases  will  be  more  frequent,  and  military  posts  will  be  necessary 
on  the  principal  lines  of  communication  between  the  two  countries. 

CHANGES  OF  TROOPS. 

My  last  annual  report  was  dated  August  31.  At  that  time  the  last 
detachment  of  the  Fifth  Cavalry  had  left  the  department,  but  the  last 
half  of  the  Sixth  Cavalry  had  not  arrived,  and  all  the  companies  did  not 
reach  their  stations  until  the  last  of  October  of  the  past  year. 

During  the  month  of  October  last  the  camp  at  the  San  Carlos  Indian 
agency  was  broken  up  at  the  request  of  Mr.  J.  P.  Clum,  United  St»Xfc^ 
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Indian  agent,  and  Company  L,  Sixth  Cavalry,  was  ordered  to  take  post 
at  Camp  Bowie. 

In  June  last  the  Chiricahua  Indians,  having  been  removed  to  the  San 
Carlos  reservation  and  having  selected  their  home  near  old  Camp  Good- 
win, which  is  on  the  east  side  of  the  reservation,  where  the  Gila  River 
enters  the  mountains,  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  have  a  force  in  the 
vicinity.  I  selected  a  site  on  the  Gila,  a  few  miles  from  old  Camp 
Goodwin,  for  a  military  camp,  with  a  view  to  the  establishment  of  a  new 
post  as  soon  as  necessary  funds  could  be  obtained.  Company  F,  Sixth 
Cavalry,  from  Fort  Whipple,  and  Company  D,  Eighth  Infantry,  from 
Camp  Lowell,  were  ordered,  and  are  now  there  in  camp.  At  the  same 
time  Company  K,  Sixth  Cavalry,  from  Camp  McDowell,  was  ordered  to 
replace  Company  F,  of  the  same  regiment,  at  Fort  Whipple,  and  Com- 
pany I,  Sixth  Cavalry,  was  ordered  from  Camp  Verde  to  replace  Com- 
pany K  at  Camp  McDowell. 

POSTS. 

The  troops  have  been  occupied  during  the  past  year  mainly  in  im- 
pro\'ing  the  posts  where  they  are  stationed,  and  the  expenditures  have 
been  confined  to  what  was  absolutely  necessary  to  make  the  troops  com- 
fortable, and  the  money  furnished  has  been  economically  and  judiciously 
applied. 

Estimates  and  a  recommendation  for  the  building  of  a  new  post  on  the 
east  side  of  the  San  Car4os  reservation,  near  old  Camp  Goodwin,  have 
been  forwarded.  This  has  become  necessary  on  account  of  the  concen- 
tration of  Indians  on  that  reservation.  Such  a  post  would  command 
the  most  accessible  route  to  the  reservation,  and  be  of  great  service  to 
restrain  the  Indians  from  leaving  it.  I  have  caused  a  camp  to  be  organ- 
ized, composed  of  the  troops  already  mentioned,  which  it  is  my  intention 
to  increase  as  troops  can  be  spared  from  other  posts  and  the  necessary 
accommodations  can  be  provided.  I  respectfully  urge  and  recommend 
the  appropriation  of  money  for  a  four-company  post. 

A  building  for  headquarters'  offices  at  this  post  is  approaching  com- 
pletion. This  building  is  built  of  earth,  in  the  manner  recommended 
by  the  Quartermaster-General,  under  the  term  "  pise,"  which  will  be  a  very 
comfortable  and  substantial  building,  and  the  largest  that  has  been 
built  in  the  Territory.  It  will  be  very  lasting  in  this  climate  as  long  as 
the  walls  are  protected.  The  pise-work  is  simple  and  economical,  and 
for  the  climate  of  this  Territory,  for  building,  the  material  is  the  best 
that  could  be  used  at  the  same  cost.  Any  soil  that  is  tenacious  enough 
to  make  the  adobe  will  admit  of  pise-construction.  It  was  evidently 
used  by  the  former  inhabitants  of  this  country,  as  remains  of  it  are 
found  throughout  the  Territory.  The  Casca  Grande,  whose  walls  are  in 
part  still  standing,  which  was  a  ruin  three  hundred  years  ago,  when  the 
country  was  first  visited  by  Europeans,  is  pise  of  a  ruder  type.  I  have 
advocated  this  method  of  construction  at  all  the  posts,  and  at  many  of 
them  it  has  been  used. 

Could  I  have  foreseen  the  concentration  of  Indians  on  the  San  Carlos 
reservation  so  soon,  I  should  have  recommended  the  expenditures  au- 
thorized for  Camp  Grant  to  be  transferred  to  the  new  camp  on  the  Gila, 
particularly  as  the  experience  of  the  past  summer  has  shown  that  the 
water-supply  may  be  exhausted  at  that  post  during  the  dry  seasons. 
Water  had  to  be  hauled  in  wagons  for  several  miles  before  the  rains  set 
in,  which  has  not  occurred  before. 

Camp  Apache  is  being  improved,  and  having  been  wisely  selected, 
will  be  of  use  as  long  as  there  is  any  apprehension  of  Indian  trouble. 
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It  is  isolated  and  difficult  of  access,  but  it  is  as  cheaply  supplied  as  any 
other  post  in  the  Territory  from  the  East. 

Now  that  the  Ghiricahua  reservation  is  no  longer  occupied,  Camp 
Bowie  could  be  dispensed  with  as  soon  as  the  stragglers  left  behind  and 
the  raiders  from  Sonora  are  taken  care  of.  The  only  objection  to  its 
discontinuance  will  be  the  necessity  of  constructing  quarters  else- 
where, for  there  is  no  room  for  the  two  companies  of  cavalry  now 
there  at  any  post  in  the  department,  except  for  one  company  at  Camp 
Lowell. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  appropriations  for  the  Army  having  been  cut  down,  the  allot' 
ments  for  this  department  have  been  reduced  for  the  present  fiscal  year 
greatly  below  what  was  required  last  year.  When  this  is  taken  into 
consideration,  with  the  fact  that  the  last  contracts  were  nearly  all  (see 
report  of  chief  quartermaster  Department  of  Arizona,  inclosed)  taken 
at  higher  figures,  and  that,  owing  to  an  advance  in  prices  generally, 
some  of  the  contractors,  if  they  do  not  fail,  must  lose  heavily  on  their 
contracts,  it  is  evident  the  administration  of  affairs  here  will  require  a 
degree  of  economy  not  at  all  compatible  with  efficiency,  and  the  mili- 
tary service  in  this  department  must  suffer  more  or  less  in  consequence. 
Even  the  regular  allowances  of  forage,  fuel,  straw,  stationery,  &c.,  must 
be  cat  down  below  what  has  heretofore  been  allowed  by  regulations  as 
necessary.  The  efforts  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  troops  and  add 
to  their  comfort  in  this  isolated  and  consequently  expensive  country, 
most  be  almost  entirely  suspended  this  year  for  want  of  means. 

MILITARY  TELEGRAPH. 

The  military  telegraph  has  been  a  great  auxiliary  in  the  administra- 
tion of  affairs  in  this  department,  and  every  aid  that  could  legitimately 
be  afforded  has  been  furnished  at  an  estimated  expense  of  about  $8,700 
for  the  past  year.  I  regard  this  amount  as  compensated  for  by  the  line, 
in  the  assistance  it  has  afforded  in  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  circumstances  may  occur  where  the  assistance  it  would  fur- 
nish would  greatly  overbalance  this  amount.  For  want  of  sufficient 
means  it  has  not  been  possible  to  extend  the  lines  to  Gamps  Apache  or 
Bowie,  or  to  connect  it  with  the  lines  in  New  Mexico.  Gould  this  connec- 
tion be  made  a  large  increase  in  the  receipts  of  the  line  could  be  looked 
for,  on  account  of  the  extent  of  the  connected  line  and  the  fact  that  it 
^oold  often  be  in  demand  during  the  winter  months,  when  the  northern 
line,  via  the  Union  and  Gentral  Pacific  Railroads,  are  interrupted  by 
snow  for  weeks  at  a  time.  I  urgently  recommend  the  appropriation  of 
sufficient  money  to  make  this  connection  and  to  complete  the  line  to 
the  posts  mentioned. 

MILITARY  ROADS. 

The  report  of  Lieutenant  Thomas,  acting  engineer  officer,  who  has 
been  charged  with  the  construction  of  military  roads,  for  which  Gon- 
gress  appropriated  $15,000,  act  approved  March  3, 1875,  accompanies 
this  report,  with  map  showing  the  location  of  the  roads,  and  fully  ex- 
plains the  manner  in  which  the  work  was  done  and  the  results.  The 
aid  famished  through  the  military  service  has  had  the  effect  to  secure 
the  greatest  possible  amount  of  work  that  could  be  obtained  out  of  the 
amount  appropriated,  probably  nearly  doubling  the  result  that  could 
hare  been  obtained  had  the  work  been  let  to  contractors. 
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REPORTS. 

Eeports  of  the  chiefs  of  departments  are  herewith  inclosed,  viz : 

Maj.  John  G.  Chandler,  chief  quartermaster. 

Capt.  Thomas  Wilson,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence. 

Surg.  B.  L.  Magrader,  medical  director. 

Maj.  James  Biddle,  Sixth  Cavalry,  acting  inspector-general. 

Lieut.  E.  B.  Thomas,  Fifth  Cavalry,  acting  engineer  officer. 

These  reports  give  the  details  of  the  workings  of  this  department. 
The  hearty  co-operation  of  these  officers  and  the  other  members  of  my 
staff,  together  with  the  various  post-commanders,  have  enabled  me  to 
conduct  the  duties  assigned  to  me  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  and  I  trusty 
also,  to  that  of  my  superiors. 

The  accompanying  roster  of  troops  in  this  department  will  show  the 
regiments  and  stations  of  companies,  and  the  names  of  officers  serving 
in  the  command. 

Eespectfully  submitted. 

AUGUST  V.  KAUTZ, 
Colonel  Eighth  Infantry ^  Brevet  Major  Oeneralj 

Commanding  Department. 
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THE  JUDGE-ADVOCATE-GENERAL. 


Wae  Department, 
bueeau  of  mllitaey  justice, 

October  2, 1876. 

SiB:  In  compliaDce  with  the  circular  notice  from  the  AdjatantGen 
eral's  Office  of  the  4th  ultimo,  I  have  the  honor  to  f arnish  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  bureau  since 
the  date  of  the  last  oflScial  report  of  October  1, 1875 : 

^^nmber  of  general  courtmartial  records  received,  reviewed,  and  reg- 
istered, 1,818. 

Namb^  of  garrison  and  regimental  court-martial  records  received, 
reviewed,  and  registered,  10,4^. 

Namber  of  special  reports  made  upon  court-martial  proceedings  and 
applications  for  remission  of  sentences,  and  miscellaneous  questions  of 
law,  &c.,  1,002. 

Kumber  of  official  applications  from  the  War  and  Treasury  Depart- 
ments for  abstracts  of  proceedings  of  trials,  &c.,  answered  and  ^ed, 
2,693. 

Copies  of  records  furnished  under  the  114th  Article  of  War,  (pages,) 
6,530. 

Since  December  1,  the  date  of  my  entering  upon  the  office  of  Judge- 
Advocate-General,  a  schedule  has  been  kept  of  the  different  offenses  of 
vliich  military  persons  have  been  convicted,  as  indicated  by  the  records 
of  trials  received  at  the  bureau  during  the  past  ten  months.  From  this 
list  the  proportionate  numbers  of  the  different  classes  of  offenses  in  the 
Army  may  readily  be  estimated.  This  schedule  of  convictions  is  as 
follows : 

Jor  absence  withoat  leave 3,035 

^or  allowing  prisoner  to  escape 11 

For  aasaalt  and  battery 214 

For  aasanit  with  intent  to  kill 10 

For  desertion 347 

For  disobedience  of  orders 705 

For  disrespect  to  superior  officer 289 

For  drankenness 1,568 

For  drankenness  on  dnty 947 

For  embezzlement,  &c 3 

Forfailare  to  attend  drill,  roll-call,  &c 2, 027 

For  larceny ^ ^  142 

For  manslanghter ; '     2 

For  mutiny  and  mntinons  conduct 7 

For  neglect  of  duty 526 

For  offering  Tiolenceto  superior  officer 6 

For  presenting  fraudulent  claim 4 

For  quitting  guard  or  post  as  sentinel 64 

For  quiitiug  platoon  or  division 14 
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For  selling,  losing,  or  wasting  Government  property 140 

For  sleeping  on  post 53 

For  condnct  nnbecoming  an  officer  and  a  gentleman,  (not  incladed  under  pre- 

vions  heads) 17 

For  disorders,  &«.,  charged  as  ''  conduct  to  the  prejudice  of  good  order  and 

military  discipline,'^  (not  included  under  previoas  heads) 1, 679 

For  miscellaneous,  (not  included  under  any  previous  head) 131 

Total 11,941 

It  affords  me  pleasure  to  bear  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  uniform  fidelity 
with  which  the  officers  and  employes  of  this  bureau  and  the  members 
of  the  Corps  of  Judge- Advocates  have  performed  their  respective  duties 
during  the  past  year. 

It  remains  to  add  that  the  operations  of  the  bureau  will,  it  is  feared, 
be  seriously  crippled  during  the  present  fiscal  year  unless  some  provis- 
ion be  made  for  at  least  a  temporary  addition  to  its  clerical  force.  The 
recent  appropriation  act  having  reduced  the  number  of  clerks  at  the  bu- 
reau from  nine  to  four,  it  has  become  impracticable  at  present  to  satis- 
factorily accomplish  any  further  work  than  that  made  absolutely  neces- 
sary by  the  regular  daily  business.  The  duty,  for  example,  of  supplying 
the  Second  Auditor,  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  A^utant-Oeneral,  &c., 
with  the  abstracts  of  proceedings  of  trials  and  other  information,  essen- 
tial to  the  investigation  of  claims  for  back  pay,  bounty,  and  pension, 
and  to  the  correction  and  completion  of  the  files  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, cannot  be  promptly  performed.  So  the  copies  of  records  of  their 
trials  by  courts-martial,  which  parties  are  "  entitled  ^  to  receive  by  the 
114th  Article  of  War,  (which,  as  a  statute  of  the  United  States,  should  of 
course  be  executed,)  cannot,  as  heretofore,  be  promptly  prepared  and 
forwarded,  but,  if  they  can  be  prepared  at  all,  can  only  be  furnished 
after  a  veiy  long  delay.  Copies  of  records  required  as  evidence  in  the 
courts  will  probably  be  still  longer  deferred. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  it  is  respectfully  urged  upon  the  Secretary  of 
War  that  some  provision  should  be  made  for  increasing  the  clerical 
force  of  this  bureau  by  at  least  two  clerks  of  class  one. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  M.  DUNN, 
Judge-Advocate-  OeneraL 

Hon.  J.  D.  Cambbon, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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War  Department, 
Quabtebmasteb-Genebal's  Office, 

October  10,  1876. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  annual  report  of  operations  of 
the  Quartermaster's  Department  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1876 : 

On  July  1,  1875,  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  on  account 
of  appropriations  for  years  prior  to  Ist  July,  1870,  was 
by  reijort  of  last  year $138, 802  05 

At  the  same  date  the  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  appro- 
priations fdr  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1871,  was.  1,  092  17 

The  balance  in  the  Treasury  same  date  of  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  fiscal  year  euding  June  30, 1871,  and  prior 
years,  re-appropriated  by  act  of  3d  March,  1875,  was.     -  46  31 

140, 540  53 

Balance  of  appropriations  in  the  Treasury,  same  date,  for 

theyearending  June 30, 1872,  was .    .. ...         830,112  12 

Balance  in  Treasury,  same  date,  of  appropriations  for  the 

fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1873 467, 904  03 


Appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1874. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  July  1, 1875 $1, 997, 650  99 

Amounts  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriations 
during  the  ^ear  by  deposits  of  funds  tor  redistribu- 
tion and  amounts  derived  from  sales  to  officers  of 
public  property * ^ 11, 290  97 

2, 008,  941  96 

» 
K^'uiitted  to  disbursing  officers  during  the  year  on  re- 
quests of  tbe  Quartermaster-General    389, 373  00 

Kt*quisitions  on  settlements  made  at  the  Treasury  of 

4:laims  and  accounts '*       111,037  71 

Aiiioiints  carried  to  surplus  fund 1, 508, 531  2 


2,008,941  96 
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Appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1875. 

Balance  in  the  Treasury  July  1, 1875 1 $672, 

Appropriated  for  deficiencies  ^act  approved  May  1, 1876) .  7, 

Amonnts  placed  to  the  creait  of  the  appropriations  .  ' 
during  the  year  by  deposits  of  funds  for  redistribu- 
tion and  amounts  derived  from  sales  to  officers  of 

public  property 417, 

1, 097, 

Remitted  to  disbnrsiugofficers  daring 

the  year,  on  requests  of  the  Qaarter- 

master-General $207, 816  45 

Requisitions  on  settlements  made  at 

the  Treasury  of  claims  and  accounts.  294, 926  30 

502, 

Balance  in  Treasury  July  1, 1876 594, 

Appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 

Appropriations  for  the  fiscal  year $13, 110, 

Amount  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriations 
during  the  year  by  deposits  of  funds  for  redistribu- 
tion and  amounts  derived  from  sales  to  officers  of 

public  property 100, 

Amount  re-appropriated  to  provide  for  erection  of 
head  stones  for  soldiers'  graves 149, 

13, 359j 
Remitted  to  disbursing-officers  during 
the  year,  on  requests  of  the  Quarter- 
master-General       12, 436, 949  52 

Requisitions  on  settlements  made  at  the 
Treasury  of  claims  and  accounts. . .  124,330  00 

12,561, 


Balance  in  Treasury  July  1, 1876 797 
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The  accounts  aud  vouchers  which  have  beeu  examined  in  this  oflBce 
since  the  hist  annual  report  show  approved  disbursements  as  follows: 

On  account  of  appropriations  for  years  prior  to  July  1, 

1871 ,.    $434,666  5$ 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1872 ...  15, 810  93 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1873  ...    187, 045  oS 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1874   322, 253  36 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1875   3,  646, 199  76 

For  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876 6, 289, 123  69 


Total 10, 895, 099  90 

Appropriations  are  charged  with  these  disbursements  as  follows : 


Appropriationc. 


Regular  supplipg 

Incidental  cxpenHett 

Horseg.     cavalry,     and 

artillery 

Barrackg  and  quart^rit  . . 

Army  trangportation 

Clothing  of  the  Army  .. 

National  cemeteries 

HottpitaU 

Headgtoneg  for  goldierH* 


graveg 

Military  roadg - 

Platte  River  bridge  . . . 
PoHt  on  the  JLoupe  River 
Military  prlMong    . 
Depot     bnilding,     San 

Antonio.  Tex  

GraHithopp«T  caiTereni . . . 
Officvrg'  traubportatiou . . 
j^alitibury  Monument  . . . 

Repaim  of  arneimlg    

PregervBtion  of  clothing. 


ToUil 


For  what  figcal  year. 


1871 

and  prior 

yeani. 


iPTi-^a, 


$333,940  I5'$1.915  83 
35,333  84;  2.448  48 


8,597  14 
1.573  00 


36  00 
467  12 


53.913  80  10,817  (;4 


497  97 
34X1  00 


510  68 


434.666  58 


53  86 
72  00 


1872-'73. 


$42,953  16 
49.0:n  77 


20, 617  67 

61,  184  4^ 

8  15 

11,918  15 

1,332  20 


187:*-'74. 


1874-75. 


l875-'76. 


$1,227  44,  $589,964  71  $2,223,762  70 
16,999  69'    322,430  24!     577.79116 

15  10,      73,991  00'       19,670  94 

3, 659  89^    432, 654  56J    745, 639  48 

82,403  56  1,563,411  44,1, 62<i,  517  88 

1,  588  22     557, 159  52i     893. 992  6i 


Total. 


1,789  77 


204,569  79 


43.  050  25 
35,723  58 


10,000  00 


229  63 
1.  148  45 
4,612  56 


651  11 


39  55 
21.113  16 


15,810  931187,045  .% 


322. 253  :J6  3, 646,  199  76 


87.068  55 
27,  434  84 

28, 494  92 
14,561  47 
2.  640  (H» 
14.571  60 
32,238  92 

735  82 
2  80 


6. 289. 123  69 


$3,193,763    ^ 
l,004,a»S    W 


102.3ir» 
1,204,611 
3, 392. 243^ 
I,453.»f^ 

144,199 
64,49(P 

23.1, 1 64 

14.561 

2.869 

15,720 

36.851 

735 
653 
510 

10,000* 
39  ^ 

21.  113 


-a 


10,895,099 


During  the  past  fiscal  year  accounts  for  disbursements  on  account  o# 
the  Quartermaster's  Department  have  been  rendered  by  382  officers** 
The  largest  disbursement  reported  was  $827,224.17,  by  the  disbursing- 
officer  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  Capt.  C.  H.  Hoyt,  assistant  quarter- 
master. 

As  there  are  only  65  officers  of  the  regular  establishment  of  the  Quar- 
termastei-'s  Department,  it  follows  from  this  statement  that  317  officers 
of  the  line,  or  of  other  branches  of  the  staff,  have,  during  the  year,  as 
acting  assistant  quartermasters,  acted  as  disbursing  officers  of  quarter- 
masters' funds. 

There  were  examined  during  the  year  3,304  money-accounts,  and  there 
remained  in  the  office  on  1st  July,  1876,  387  to  be  examined. 

There  were  examined  during  the  year  3,900  property-returns,  and  417 
were  in  the  office  to  be  examined  on  1st  July,  1876. 

The  property-returns  show  that  there  were  on  hand  at  the  beginning 
of  the  fiscal  year  2,437  army-wagons;  that  390  were  sold,  lost,  or  de- 
stroyed during  the  year,  and  399  purchased,  leaving  on  hand  1st  July, 
1876,  1,998. 

Tliere  are  219  spring- wagons  in  service  and  122  aml)ulances. 
•  There  is  harness  on  hand  for  14,887  wagon-mules  and  for  3,481  ambu- 
lance-mules.    There  are  also  428  sets  of  cart  harness. 

The  discrepancies  in  these  figures  result  from  errors  in  returns  exam- 
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ined  and  not  yet  corrected,  and  from  the  want  of  retarns  from  many  of- 
ficers who  have  been  in  the  field  against  the  Sioux,  in  places  where  there 
are  no  regular  mails  by  which  to  transmit  returns. 

The  expenditures  of  the  year  have  not  exceeded  the  appropriations 
made  by  Congress,  and  no  deficiency  estimate  has  been  called  for. 

I  again  call  attention  to  the  expense  and  the  embarrassment  to  the 
military  service  caused  by  the  law  which  compels  all  officers  of  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  to  keep  separate  accounts  with  every  sep- 
arate appropriation  on  account  of  which  they  may  disburse  money. 

This  requires  some  officers  to  keep  between  forty  and  fifty  separate 
accounts. 

This  multiplication  of  accounts  greatly  adds  to  the  cost  of  clerical  la^ 
bor,  increases  the  liability  to  errors  and  mistakes,  and  Increases  the 
amoant  of  money  which  must  be  kept  subject  to  draft  of  each  disbursing- 
officer,  and  thus  depletes  the  Treasury  without  any  corresponding  ben- 
efit 

Ad  officer  may  have  $100,000  to  his  credit  and  yet  not  be  able,  under 
the  law,  to  pay  for  a  bushel  of  grain  or  a  ton  of  hay.  Thus,  unless  he 
has  a  working  balance  on  hand  from  the  moneys  remitted  to  him  from 
each  appropriation,  he  is  liable  to  be  obliged  to  defer  payment  of  a  just 
liability,  though  he  may  have  large  sums  to  his  credit. 

The  House  Committee  on  Expenditures  of  the  War  Department  of 
the  Forty-second  Congress,  third  session,  examined  this  subject  care- 
fally,  and  their  report  (No.  87,  House  Reports)  fully  sets  forth  the  evils 
attending  it. 

Formerly  it  was  not  necessary  to  employ  so  many  clerks,  or  to  keep 
such  large  balances  in  the  hands  of  officers,  as  since  the  enactment  of 
the  law  of  12th  July,  1870.    (Revised  Statutes,  sections  3690  and  3691.) 
^  The  Quartermaster's  Department  is  charged  with  the  duty  of  provid- 
ing the  means  of  transportation,  by  land  and  water,  for  all  troops  and 
nil  material  of  war.    It  furnishes  the  horses  of  the  artillery  and  cavalry 
and  horses  and  mules  for  the  trains.    It  provides  and  distributes  cloth- 
ing;  tents,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  forage,  lumber,  and  all  material 
for  camps  and  for  shelter  of  troops  and  of  stores.    It  builds  barracks, 
Btore-houses,  hospitals ;  provides  wagons  and  ambulances  and  harness, 
except  for  cavalry  and  artillery  horses;  builds  or  charters  ships,  steam- 
ers, and  boats,  docks,  and  wharves ;  constructs  and  repairs  roads,  rail- 
ways, and  bridges ;  clears  out  obstructions  in  rivers  and  harbors,  when 
neccAsary  for  military  purposes ;  provides,  by  hire  or  purchase,  grounds 
for  military  encampments  and  buildings ;  pays  generally  all  expenses  of 
military  operations  not  by  law  expressly  assigned  to  some  other  Depart- 
ment ;  and,  finally,  it  provides  and  maintains  military  cemeteries,  in 
which  the  dead  of  the  Army  are  buried. 

Food,  arms,  ammunition,  medical  and  hospital  stores,  are  purchased 
and  issued  by  other  Departments,  but  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
transports  them  to  the  place  of  issue,  and  provides  store-houses  for  their 
preservation  until  consumed.  The  corps  of  officers  upon  whom  all  these 
duties  fall  has  been  reduced  by  time  until  it  is  not  able  to  fill  well  every 
post  at  which  an  officer  of  activity  and  ability  is  needed. 

Many  officers  of  the  line,  finding  themselves  charged  with  heavy 
responsibility  as  acting  assistant  quartermasters,  and  having  insufficient 
a^istance  at  froutier  posts,  ask  that  the  enlistment  of  post-quarter- 
master-sergeants  may  be  allowed  by  law. 

Sach  non-commissioned  officers,  selected  for  experience  and  fidelity 
shown  in  actual  service,  would  be  very  useful.  They  would  remain  at 
posts  in  charge  of  the  property  when  the  garrison  changed,  and  thus 

8  w» 
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would  preserve  knowledge  and  responsibility,  now  often  lost  throagh 
the  freqnent  change  of  officers.  Such  officers  also  ask  that  some  com- 
pensation may  be  granted  them  for  the  risk  which  they  incur  in  the 
disbursement  of  public  money,  and  for  the  responsibility  involved  in 
the  care  of  large  amounts  of  public  property. 

I  have  the  honor  to  renew  the  recommendation  heretofore  made,  that 
an  allowance  of  $10  per  month  be  made  in  addition  to  the  pay  of  every 
line  officer  who  is  detailed  by  proper  authority  as  acting  assistant 
quartiCrmaster  of  a  military  post,  when  such  detail  is  properly  reported 
to  and  approved  by  the  War  Department.  Such  an  allowance  is  only 
just,  and  it  would  relieve  the  service  from  the  feeling  that  heavy  duties 
are  imposed  by  such  detail  without  any  recognition  or  compensation. 
Such  duties  are  important,  and  they  should  be  sought  by  good  officers; 
not  imposed  upon  the  slothful  or  unwilling. 

The  number  of  officers  in  the  Quartermaster's  Department  is  now 
sixty-five. 

Casualties  among  officers  serving  in  the  Quartermaster's  Department^  from 

July  1, 1876,  fo  June  30, 1876. 

Lieut.  Col.  Tredwell  Moore,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  died  at 
Fort  Gibson,  Indian  Territory,  May  29,  1876. 

Maj.  Henry  0.  Hodges,  quartermaster,  promoted  to  be  deputy  quarter- 
master-general, with  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel,  May  29,  1876. 

Maj.  Herbert  M.  Enos,  quartermaster,  retired.  May  29,  1876. 

Capt.  George  H.  Weeks,  assistant  quartermaster,  promoted  to  be 
quartermaster,  with  the  rank  of  major,  May  29, 1876. 

Capt.  Elias  B.  Carling,  assistant  quartermaster,  died  at  Fort  Sanders, 
Wyoming  Territory,  July  1, 1875. 

Capt.  William  B.  Hughes,  assistant  quartermaster,  promoted  to  be 
quartermaster,  with  the  rank  of  major.  May  29, 1876. 

Capt.  John  Simpson,  assistant  quartermaster,  appointed  to  date  July 

27. 1875. 

Capt.  Lafayette  E.  Campbell,  assistant  quartermaster,  appointed  May' 

29. 1876. 

Capt.  Charles  S.  Heintzelman,  assistant  quartermaster,  appointed 
May  29, 1876. 

Capt.  Hamilton  Lieber,  military  store-keeper,  retired  December  13. 
1875. 

Capt.  Verplanck  Van  Antwerp,  military  store-keeper,  died  at  Upper 
Marlborough,  Md.,  December  2, 1875. 

DUTIES  OF  OFFIOBES. 

A  list  of  officers,  with  their  stations  and  duties  during  the  year,  ac- 
companies this  report. 

From  the  1st  June,  1875,  to  the  1st  April,  1876,  the  Quartermaster- 
General  was  absent  ^om  the  office,  having  been  placed  on  special  serv- 
ice on  1st  June,  1875,  by  order  of  the  President,  for  the  purpose  of 
studying  abroad  the  constitution  and  organization  of  European  armies, 
especially  with  reference  to  their  staff  arrangements.  With  this  ob- 
ject, on  the  1st  of  July,  1875,  he  set  sail  for  Liverpool,  and,  after  pass- 
ing a  short  time  in  London,  proceeded  to  the  continent,  attended  the 
greater  autumn  manoeuvers  of  the  German  army,  under  personal  com- 
mand of  the  Emperor,  in  Silesia  and  Mecklenburg-Schwerin ;  accompa- 
nied the  Emperor,  by  invitation,  to  the  review  of  the  German  fleet  on 
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tbe  Baltic,  off  the  mouth  of  the  Warue;  then  proceeded  to  Vienna 
and  to  Borne,  with  the  intention  of  visiting  Eussia  and  the  northern 
armies  in  the  spring  and  snmmer  of  the  present  year.    But  while  in 
Borne,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1876,  he  received  a  telegram  from  the  Act- 
ing Secretary  of  War,  Mr.  Bobeson,  recalling  him  to  Washington, 
where  he  arrived  on  the  27th  of  March,  and,  in  accordance  with  orders, 
resumed  charge  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  on  the  Ist  of  April. 
Though  the  visit  was  cut  short  by  recall  earlier  than  was  at  first  in- 
tended, and  the  opportunity  to  see  personally  the  troops  of  the  north- 
mi  powers  was  lost,  much  information  was  gathered  in  regard  to  the 
organization  of  all  the  European  armies,  which,  when  digested,  will 
form  the  subject  of  a  report  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  useful. 

During  the  absence  of  the  Quartermaster-General,  Col.  Eufus  In- 
galls,  assistant  quartermaster-general  and  brevet  major-general,  was  on 
daty  as  Acting  Quartermaster-General. 

During  the  year.  Col.  Stewart  Van  Vliet  has  been  on  duty  in  this  office 
in  charge  of  the  inspection  branch  and  of  the  business  relating  to  con- 
fitmction  and  repair  of  buildings. 

Lieut  Col.  J.  D.  Bingham  has  had  charge  of  the  finance  branch  and 
of  the  clothing  and  equipage  branch  of  the  office,  including  the  exami- 
nation and  preparation  for  settlement  by  the  Treasury  of  the  accounts 
and  returns  of  officers. 

Major,  now  Lieut.  Col.,  H.  C.  Hodges,  has  had  charge  of  the  trans- 
portation and  regular  supplies  branches  of  the  office. 

Capt.  A.  F.  Kockwell  has  had  charge  of  the  national  military  ceme- 
teries. 

The  principal  stations  of  the  regular  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  have  been  as  follows: 

Col.  Daniel  H.  Bucker,  assistant  quartermaster-general,  in  charge 
of  Philadelphia  depot  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  at  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

Col.  Bufus  Ingalls,  assistant  quartermaster-general,  in  charge  of  depot, 
New  York  Citv. 

Col.  L.  C.  Easton,  assistant  quartermaster-general,  chief  quarter- 
master Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  New  York  City. 

Col.  Stewart  Van  Vliet,  assistant  quartermaster-general,  on  duty  in 
Qnartermaster-General's  Office. 

Lieut.  Col.  S.  B.  Holabird,  deputy  quartermaster  general,  chief  quar- 
termaster Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  Chicago,  III. 

Lieat  Col.  Charles  H.  Tompkins,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  chief 
qnartermaster  Military  Division  of  the  South,  Louisville,  Ky. 

Lieut.  Col.  James  A.  Ekin,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  chief  quar- 
termaster Department  of  the  South,  and  in  charge  of  depot  at  Jefifer- 
sonville,  Ind. 

Lieut.  Col.  Bufus  Saxton,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  chief  quarter- 
master Department  of  the  Missouri,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. 

Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Bingham,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  ^  duty  in 
QoartermasterGeneral's  Office. 

Lieut.  Col.  A.  J.  Perry,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  chief  quarter- 
master Department  of  Texas,  San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Hodges,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  on  duty  in 
Qnartermaster-Greneral's  Office. 

Maj.  J.  6.  Chandler,  quartermaster,  chief  quartermaster  Department 
of  Arizona,  Prescott,  Ariz. 

Haj.  William  Myers,  quartermaster,  chief  quartermaster  Department 
of  California,  depot  quartermaster,  Washiugton,  D.  C,  and  later  depot 
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quartermaster,  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  also,  chief  quartermaster  Military 
Division  of  the  Pacific,  temporarily. 

Maj.  J.  A.  Potter,  quartermaster,  chief  quartermaster  Department  of 
the  Gulf,  New  Orleans,  La. 

Maj.  B.  N.  Batchelder,  quartermaster,  chief  quartermaster  Depart- 
Inent  of  the  Columbia,  Portland,  Oreg. 

Maj.  M.  I.  Ludin^n,  quartermaster,  chief  quartermaster  Depart- 
ment of  the  Platte,  Omaha,  Nebr. 

Maj.  B.  C.  Card,  quartermaster,  chief  quartermaster  Department  of 
Dakota,  Saint  Paul,  Minn. 

Capt.  A.  F.  Rockwell,  assistant  quartermaster  in  charge  of  depot, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

INSPECTION  BRANCH. 

This  branch  of  the  office  keeps  the  monthly  reports  of  all  officers 
doing  duty  in  the  Quartermaster's  Department ;  papers  relating  to  the 
assignment  to  duty  of  officers;  distribution  of  hired  civilians,  and  the 
annual  reports  of  officers.  In  it  are  filed  and  distributed  orders,  circu- 
lars, rolls  of  honor,  and  all  other  printed  documents.  It  prepares  the 
monthly  roster  of  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department;  it  keeps 
files  of  letters  sent  and  received  relating  individually  to  officers,  agents, 
and  employes  of  the  Department. 

It  received  123,555  printed  and  written  papers,  and  distributed 
109,190,  during  the  year. 

TRANSPORTATION. 

• 

The  movements  during  the  year  have  been  by  rail,  wagon,  stage,  and 
vessel,  so  far  as  reported  to  this  time,  63,671  persons ;  7,311  beasts; 
24,855  tons  of  subsistence- stores ;  42,444  tons  of  quartermaster's  stores; 
5,699  tons  of  ordnance-stores ;  943  tons  of  medical  stores  and  supplies ; 
5,730  tons  of  miscellaneous  supplies;  total  weight  of  stores  moved, 
79,669  tons. 

The  larger  movements  of  troops,  with  the  average  length  of  the  march 
or  movement  In  each  case,  were  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  Companies  B,  G, 
and  K,  from  Department  of  the  Gulf  to  Department  of  Dakota, 
2,687  miles. 

Eighth  Cavalry,  from  Department  of  the  Missouri  to  Department  of 
Texas,  1,148  miles. 

Ninth  Cavalry,  from  Department  of  Texas  to  Department  of  the  Mis- 
souri, 992  miles. 

First  Artillery,  headquarters  and  Companies  B,  C,  D,  H,  and  K  from 
Dei)artment  of  the  South,  and  Companies  A,  E,  F,  I,  L,  and  M  from 
Department  of  the  Gulf,  to  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic,  987  miles 
from  Department  of  the  South  and  1,622  miles  from  Department  of  the 
Gulf. 

Fourth  Artillery,  Companies  A,  D,  G,  and  M  from  Department  of 
Californ^  to  Department  of  the  Columbia,  1.408  miles,  and  Companies 
F,  H,  and  L  from  Dej^artment  of  the  Columbia  to  Department  of  Cal- 
ifornia, 1,317  miles. 

Fifth  Artillery,  headquarters  and  Companies  A,  D,  E,  F,  and  K,  from 
Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic  to  Department  of  the  South,  968  miles, 
and  Companies  B,  G,  H,  I,  L,  and  M  from  Military  Division  of  the 
Atlantic  to  Department  of  the  Gulf,  3,730  miles. 

Eleventh  Infantry,  Companies  C,  D,  and  I  from  the  Department  of 
the  Missouri  to  Department  of  Texas,  859  miles. 

Twelfth  Infantry,  Companies  A,  C,  and  K  from  Department  of  Cal- 
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ifomia  t;o  Department  of  Arizona,  2,490  miles,  and  Companies  B  and  I 
from  Department  of  Arizona  to  Department  of  California,  2,457  miles. 

Twenty-first  Infantry,  Company  D  from  Department  of  California  to 
Department  of  the  Columbia,  882  miles. 

Accompanying  this  report  is  a  table,  marked  "  O,''  showing  these  move- 
ments and  distances  in  detail. 

TRAIJSPORTATION  BY  RAILROAD. 

Twenty-nine  thonsand  four  hundred  and  fourteen  persons,  5,906 
beasts,  and  46,111  tons  of  material  were  moved  by  railroad. 

WATER  TRANSPORTATION. 

By  water  31,204  persons,  1,425  beasts,  and  18,480  tons  of  military  mate- 
rial were  moved.    Of  this  movement  by  water  21,560  persons,  28  beasts 
aDd  2,634  tons  of  material  were  transported  on  steamers,  vessels,  and 
barges  owned  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department. 

The  movement  by  wagon  was  of  15,073  tons. 

The  aggregate  amount  paid  for  railroad  transportation  during  the  year 
was  1606,993.85.  Of  this  $442,819.79  was  paid  directly  by  disbursing, 
officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  and  $164,174.06  was  settled 
by  reference  of  accounts  from  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office  to  the 
accoantingofficers  of  the  Treasury. 

PACIFIC  RAILROADS. 

All  money  earned  by  the  Union  Pacific  Bailroad,  the  Central  Pacific? 
and  the  Kansas  Pacific  is,  under  the  laws  of  Congress  and  pending  liti- 
gation before  the  United  States  courts,  paid  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  as  assignee  for  the  railroads.. 

fiat  as  the  accounts  are  examined  and  found  correct  they  are  trans- 
mitted to  the  accounting-officers,  and  the  money  earned  is  transferred 
from  the  appropriations  for  transportation  of  the  Army  to  the  credit  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  assignee  for  the  several  railroad  compa- 
nies. 

The  service  rendered  to  the  Army  by  these  railroad  companies  during 
the  year  is  as  follows : 

IlDion  Pacific  Bailroad  moved  6,362  persons,  1,597  beasts,  and  10,210 
tons  of  material. 

The  Central  Pacific  moved  1,842  persons,  267  beasts,  and  1,146  tons  of 
material. 

The  Kansas  Pacific  Eailroad,  2,860  persons,  1,274  beasts,  dnd  4,893 
tons  of  material. 

The  Sioux  City  and  Pacific  Eailroad,  50  persons^  2  beasts,  and  14 
tons  of  material. 

Total  transportation  of  the  Pacific  Eailroads :  11,114  persons,  3,140 
beasts,  and  16,262  tons  of  material. 

The  cost  of  the.  service  may  be  stated  as  follows : 

Bythe Union  Pacific  Railroad $356,931  06 

By  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad 136,516  40 

Bythe  Kansas  Pacific  Railroad 89,875  40 

By  the  Sioux  City  and  Pacific  Railroad 2,145  27 

Total - 585,468  13 

Bat  of  this  sum  accounts  for  only  $163,964.16  had  been  examined  and 
referred  to  the  Treasury  for  settlement  on  the  30th  of  June  last.    Other 
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accoants  to  the  amoaiit  of  $130,503.97  had  been  rendered  and  were 
nnder  examination,  and  for  services  during  the  year,  estimated  at 
$291,000,  no  acconnts  had  then  been  received  at  this  office. 

The  t/Otal  amount  paid  for  military  transportation  by  the  Quartermas- 
ter's Department  over  these  Pacific  Eailroads  since  their  opening  to 
traffic  is  as  follows,  including  the  moneys  actually  paid  to  the  railroads 
in  cash,  those  credited  on  the  bonds,  and  those  paid  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  as  assignee  for  the  railroads : 

Union  Pacific $4,643,477  03 

Central  Pacific 625,319  57 

Kansas  Pacific 2,003,483  02 

Sioux  City  and  Pacific 16,550  42 

Total 7,288,830  04 

Of  which  there  has  been  paid — 

Cash $2,783,213  17 

Credited  on  the  bonds,  under  act  of  July  2, 1864 2,783,213  16 

Withheld  and  paid  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  under  act  of  March 
3,1873 1,722,403  71 

Unsettled  accounts  had  been  rendered  and  were  at  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year  under  adjustment  in  this  office  and  in  the  Treasury  to  the 
amount  of  $610,720.98. 

UlKD-GUANT  eaileoads. 

The  difference  of  opinion  between  Congress  and  the  several  riailroads 
which  have  received  grants  of  land  from  Congress  on  various  conditions 
has  led  to  legislation  which  has  been  somewhat  embarrassing  to  the 
military  service. 

The  prohibition  of  any  payment  for  transportation  on  these  roads 
places  officers  traveling  alone  on  duty  in  the  position  of  deadheads  ap- 
plying for  free  transportation.  They  are  obliged  to  prove  their  identity 
to  the  dissatisfaction  of  railroad  clerks  and  ticket-agents  at  crowded 
ticket-windows,  and  of  conductors  in  cars. 

These  gentlemen  are  so  subject  to  attempts  at  imposition  that  they 
are  naturally  inclined  to  be  suspicious  of  those  who  apply  for  free  tickets, 
and  on  the  whole  the  saving  of  money  upon  the  transportation  of  single 
officers  is  scarce  worth  the  injury  to  the  self-respect  of  those  who  are 
mortified  and  irritated  and  annoyed  at  being  obliged  to  insist  under  the 
law  upon  persons,  entirely  unknown  to  them,  recognizing  their  right  to 
travel  without  paying  fare.  ' 

Most  officers  who  are  able  to  do  so,  probably  prefer  to  pay  the  railroad 
agents  to.  subjecting  themselves  to  such  annoyance. 

With  large  bodies  of  men,  as  when  troops  travel,  there  is  not  the  same 
difficulty. 

The  law  has  been  observed  and  enforced,  though  some  cases  of  hard- 
ship have  occurred. 

Tables  of  land-grant  railroads,  with  the  conditions  applying  to  each, 
have  been  published  and  distributed  to  the  Army. 

The  railroads  have,  in  some  cases,  refused  to  give  up  property  com- 
mitted to  them  for  transportation,  demanding,  as  a  condition-precedent, 
payment  of  their  usual  charges. 

Writs  of  replevin  have  in  some  cases  been  avoided  only  by  officers 
personally  paying  the  charges,  and  an  order  has  lately  issued  from  the 
War  Department  and  the  Department  of  Justice,  prescribing  the  man- 
ner of  conducting  legal  proceedings  in  such  cases. 

All  such  cases,  however,  cau^e  sufiering  and  loss  to  those  officers  and 
soldiers  whose  baggage  or  supplies  are  detained. 
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INDEBTED  RAILROADS. 

In  the  last  aanuai  report  of  this  office,  the  amount  remaining  due  and 
unpaid  by  the  railroads  to  which,  by  order  of  the  Executive,  large  quan- 
tities of  railroad  material  and  rolling-stock  were  sold  on  credit  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  was  stated  at  $1,959,449.03.  During  the  fiscal  year 
ending  30th  June,  1876,  this  sum  was  increased  by  accruing  interest,  by 
expenses  incurred,  and  by  charges  on  account  of  previous  overpayments, 
to  the  amount  of  $93,376.68.  Payments  for  military  transportation  and 
postal  service  were  received  and  credited  to  the  respective  roads  to  the 
amount  of  $74,305.28. 

The  Alexandria,  Loudoun  and  Hampshire  Railroad  Company  dis- 
charged its  indebtedness  finally  on  the  11th  April,  1876. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  27th  February,  1875,  to  provide 
for  settlements  with  certain  railroad  companies,  compromises  have  been 
made  by  the  Secretary  of  War  during  the  fiscal  year  with  the  Selma, 
Bome  and  Dalton,  and  the  Memphis  and  Little  Eock  Eailroad  Compa- 
nies. 

The  first-named  company,  upon  a  debt  of  $155,771.93,  paid  to  the 
United  States  out  of  its  postal  earnings,  due  by  the  United  States  and 
unpaid,  $53,200.21. 

The  Memphis  and  Little  Rock  Eailroad  Company  have,  upon  a  debt  of 
(124,288.53,  paid  out  of  its  postal  earnings,  due  by  the  United  States  and 
unpaid,  the  sum  of  $28,421.42. 

The  balance  due  the  United  States  by  the  indebted  railroad  compa- 
nies, which  have  not  paid  or  compromised  their  debt,  was,  on  30th  June, 
1876,  $1,785,455.74. 

The  amount  paid  during  the  fiscal  year  by  railroad  companies  whose 
debts  were  compromised  under  act  of  March  3,  1871,  as  interest  on  the 
principal  unpaid,  was  $45,100.  $5,700  due  as  interest  from  the  Nash- 
TOle  and  Chattanooga  Eailroad  Company  December  1, 1875,  was  not 
paid,  and  suit  has  been  commenced  by  the  Treasury  Department  to 
recover  the  amount. 

The  principal  due  from  these  companies  is  $1,254,000,  payable  in  10, 
15,  and  20  years ;  interest  at  4  and  5  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable  semi- 
annaally  in  two  cases  and  annually  in  one  case. 

The  securities  held  by  the  United  States  are  bonds  of  the  companies, 
with  interest-coupons  attached,  secured  by  a  mortgage  on  the  road, 
franchises,  &c.,  of  the  companies,  and  a  decree  of  the  court  providing 
for  the  issuing  of  an  execution  against  the  mortgaged  property,  in  case 
of  default  in  payment  of  the  principal  sum  or  any  installment  of  interest. 

In  addition  to  the  amounts  stated  as  received  and  applied  in  liquida- 
tion of  the  debts  of  these  railroads  to  the  United  States,  there  remain 
unsettled  accounts  as  follows: 

Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  for  military  transportation  ;  postal 

wrvicee  retained  under  contract  with  the  company $31, 995  41 

McMinnville  and  Manchester  Railroad  Company 5,054  37 

Memphis  and  Little  Rock  Railroad  Company 16,897  98 

Nashville  and  Northwestern  Railroad  Company 42,436  88 

96,384  64 

Under  the  acts  of  16th  and  22d  June,  1874,  and  March  3, 1875,  the 
amount  earned  by  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  cannot  be  credited  to 
that  company  upon  its  debt  unless  the  Court  of  Claims  shall  her^fter 
decide  that  it  is  entitled  to  payment  for  Government  transportation 
nnder  the  act  of  20th  September,  1850.    The  other  amounts,  when 


120  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

received  by  this  office,  will  be  duly  applied  and  credited  upon  the  debts 
of  the  several  companies  named. 

Accompanying  this  report  is  a  table  giving  the  amounts  of  original 
indebtedness  of  each  of  the  several  railroad  companies  who  purchased 
railroad  material  under  Executive  orders,  with  the  charges  for  interest 
accrued  and  for  expenses  and  for  the  amount  of  all  credits  for  moneys 
paid  and  services  rendered  by  the  companies,  with  particulars  of  the 
compromises  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War  with  various  companies 
under  the  several  acts  of  Congress  for  that  purpose. 

During  the  present  fiscal  year  $67,630.86  were  received  by  this  office 
from  various  companies  in  postal  earnings,  which  has  been  paid  into 
the  Treasury  and  credited  upon  their  accounts. 

VirAGK)N  AND  STAGE  TRANSPORTATION. 

Fifteen  thousand  and  seventy-six  (15,076)  tons  of  military  supplies 
have  been  transported  by  wagon  and  stage ;  and  by  stage,  three  thou- 
sand and  iifty-three  (3,053)  passengers  have  been  moved. 

The  amounts  paid  for  wagon  transportation  have  been  $852,576.09 ; 
for  stage  transportation,  $116,422.79. 

VITATER  TRANSPORTATION. 

Thirty-one  thousand  two  hundred  and  four  (31,204)  persons,  1,425 
beasts,  and  18,480  tons  of  material  have  been  moved  by  water.  The 
cost  has  been  $411,369.27. 

One  side- wheel  steamer  of  179  tons,  heretofore  chartered,  employed 
in  harbor  service.  New  York,  was  purchased  on  the  30th  June,  1876,  as 
a  measure  of  economy. 

A  propeller  of  104  tons  has  done  the  harbor  service  for  San  Francisco* 

Seven  steam-launches  of  from  20  to  60  tons  keep  up  the  communica- 
tion of  as  many  sea-coast  fortrejsses  with  their  post«  of  supply  and  post- 
offices. 

One  schooner  of  120  tons  is  in  service  at  Key  West,  and  keeps  com- 
munication with  Fort  Jefferson  at  the  Tortugas  Islands. 

A  small  sloop  of  7  tons  is  in  service  at  Fort  Barrancas,  and  a  steam- 
launch  is  under  construction  in  New  York  for  the  service  of  transport- 
ing the  ordnance  board  and  its  ammunition  to  the  experiment  firing- 
ground  on  Sandy  Hook. 

No  other  vessels  are  now  owned  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department, 
which,  during  the  war,  had  a  fleet  of  over  1,000  vessels  in  service. 

The  whole  cost  of  this  service  for  repairs  and  running  expenses  of 
vessels  owned  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department  is  reported  at 
$51,903.57. 

The  appropriation  for  Army  transportation  daring  the  fiscal  year  was. .  $4, 000, 000  00 

The  expenditures  charged  to  this  appropriation  daring  the  year  have  been  as 
follows : 

For  railroad  transportation I $606,993  88 

Water  transportation 411,369  27 

Stage  transportation 116,422  79 

Wagon  transportation 852,576  09 

The  purchase  of  animals « 104,812  82 

Purchase  and  repair  of  vehicles,  harness,  &o 175,000  00 

Hire  of  teamsters  and  others  connected  with  transportation  service 700, 000  00 

Purchase,  repair,  and  running  expenses  of  vessels 108, 921  86 
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Pamps  and  macbinery  for  supply  of  water  to  posts  whence  it  is  broaght 
from  a  distance,  wharves  and  wharfage,  tolls,  roads,  ferries,  bridges, 
dec,  clearing  and  removiDg  obstrnctions  from  roads,  harbors,  and  rivers, 
estimated  expenditure $252, 445  QO 

Amonnt  in  hands  of  disbnrsing-officers  at  the  close  of  the  year 347, 428  42 

Total 3,675,970  10^ 

Remaining  in  Treasury  andrawn  July  1,  1876 , 324,029  90 

Claims  and  accoant^  for  transportation  in  previous  fiscal  years  have 
been  examined  in  this  office  daring  the  past  fiscal  year  and  referred  to 
tbe  Treasury  for  settlement  as  follows : 

Jot  railroad  transportation $454,417  30 

Water  transportation 121,848  47 

Wagon  transportation 21,432  22 

Stage  transportation 4,086  92 

HiwellaDeons  transportation  claims,  tolls,  United  States  military  rail- 
roads, &c 12,349  11 

Total I 614,134  07 

EXPLORING  EXPEDITION. 

The  expedition  for  explorations  and  surveys  under  Lieut.  Geo.  M. 
Wheeler,  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  has,  as  in  former  years,  been  sup- 
plied with  transportation,  with  animals^  and  with  forage,  &c.,  by  the 
Qaartermaster's  Department. 

CLAIMS  UNDER  THE  ACT  OF  JULY  4,  1864. 

The  labor  of  investigation  and  examination  of  claims  for  qaartermas- 
ters'  stores  under  the  act  of  1864  has  continued  to  be  a  severe  tax  upon 
the  resources  of  this  office. 

The  expense  of  agents  and  the  clerks  employed  by  officers  of  the 
Qaartermaster's  Department,  under  whose  supervision  these  investiga- 
^ODs  are  made,  was  during  the  past  fiscal  year  $75,746.76. 

There  remained  on  hand  on  the  30th  of  June,  1875, 13,314  claims  un- 
der the  act  of  1864 : 

The  amonnt  claimed  was ^9,730,155  8^ 

1>096  claims  were  tiled  daring  tbe  year,  amoimtiDg  to 1, 204,  H'M  38 

Total  14,412  claims  for 10,934,990  20 

Of  these,  302  were  reported  to  the  Third  Auditor  with  rcoommendation 

for  settlement  nnder  the  law  at 186,229  50 

l^  atnoant  of  these  claims,  as  originally  presented,  was 423, 440  01 

Reduction 237,210  51 

One  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-four  claims,  amounting  to 
tl,995,767.89,  having  been  examined,  were  rejected  during  the  year. 

Over  15,000  letters  were  received  and  21,000  dispatched,  on  this  busi- 
ness, from  this  office  during  the  year. 

The  Quartermaster- General,  and,  during  the  last  year,  the  Acting 
Qoartermaster-General,  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  have  recommended 
to  Congress  that  these  claims,  not  yet  adjudicated,  be  transferred  to 
some  other  tribunal  for  settlement.  So  long,  however,  as  it  remains, 
under  the  law,  the  duty  of  the  Quartermaster-General  to  act  upon  them, 
«ach  attention  as  the  pressure  of  current  military  business  will  permit 
will  be  given  to  their  examination  and  settlement. 

Of  coarse  many  attempts  at  fraud  are  discovered,  and  claimants  and 
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their  attorneys  generally  exaggerate  the  quantities  and  values  of  the 
stores  taken  from  them  daring:  the  war.  When  the  fraud  appears  to  be 
deliberate  and  intentional,  the  cases  are  transmitted  to  the  proper  office, 
with  recommendation  that  the  parties  attempting  fraud  be  prosecuted 
by  the  Department  of  Justice.  This  office  has  neither  the  means  nor 
the  right  to  originate  legal  proceedings  in  Ri\ch  cases. 

OTHER  CLAIMS. 

Twelve  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen  miscellaneous  claims  and  accounts  were 
on  file  at  the  be^nning  of  the  fiscal  year : 

Amount  claimed $7,057,755  09 

Two  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty  were  filed  during  the  year  for 755, 801  54 

Total,  15,375  miscellaneous  claims  for  ..1 7,813,556  63 

One  hundred  and  sixty-two  of  these  were  approved  for  $24,308.84, 
being  a  reduction  from  the  amount  as  filed  of  $5,600. 

Five  hundred  and  eighty-three  were  referred  to  the  Third  A^uditor  of 
the  Treasury  for  action  of  the  accounting-officers,  amounting  to 
$67,363.30. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-two  claims,  for  $149,656.55,  were  transmitted 
to  other  Departments  to  which  they  pertained. 

Two  hundred  and  twei^ty-seven,  amounting  to  $94,283.14,  were  re- 
jected. 

One  thousand  and  seventy-two  accounts  were  approved  at  $120,669.83, 
being  reduced  by  $7,760.04. 

Ffty-seven  accounts  were  transmitted  to  the  Departments  to  which 
they  pertained,  amounting  to  $4,169.97. 

Fifty-eight  accounts,  for  $18,564.99,  were  rejected. 

Total  miscellaneous  claims  and  accounts  thus  disposed  of  2,391, 
amounting  as  originally  filed  to  $492,376.68. 

Twelve  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight  miscellaneous  claims 
and  accounts  remain  on  file,  amounting  to  $7,321,175.95. 

This  shows  an  increase  in  the  number  of  miscellaneous  claims  and 
accounts  on  file,  at  the  beginning  of  the  present  year,  of  103  claims,  but 
a  reduction  in  the  amount  of  the  claims  of  $275,020.94. 

These  claims  and  accounts  include  many  claims  for  services,  labor,  and 
miscellaneous  subjects,  and  stnall  accounts  and  vouchers  for  quarter- 
masters' stores,  which,  accumulating  in  various  quartermasters'  offices, 
during  and  since  th^war,  throughout  the  United  States,  and  not  being 
called  for  or  prosecuted,  have  been  transmitted  to  the  Quartermaster- 
General  for  preservation  and  settlement  whenever  the  proper  claimant 
appears  and  proves  his  rights. 

MILITABY  BUILDEfGS. 

Barracks  J  quarters^  store-houses^  &c. 

The  Quartermaster's  Department  has  charge  of  and  maintains  about 
5,000  buildings,  at  the  military  posts  and  in  the  towns  and  cities  of  the 
United  States. 

The  appropriation  of  the  last  fiscal  year  for  the  maintenance  of  these, 
for  repairs,  for  construction  of  new  buildings,  for  hire  of  quarters,  bar- 
racks, store-houses,  shelter  for  officers,  troops,  horses,  mules,  and  stores, 
was  $1,500,000. 

Estimating  the  number  of  officers  and  men  of  the  Army  at  30,000, 
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tbis  is  an  average  of  $50  a  year  for  each  officer  and  soldier  as  the  cost 
of  housing  and  sheltering  himself,  his  stores  and  supplies,  and  stabling 
the  19,542  horses  and  mules  in  the  military  service. 

It  represents  a  cost  of  $4.16  per  month  for  each  person  in  the  Army. 
It  is  not  sufficient  to  provide  all  with  such  comfortable  and  healthful 
quarters  and  shelter  as  th^  are  entitled  to  expect  from  the  Government 
which  they  have  contracted  to  serve. 

It  has  been  used  as  follows: 

The  construction  of  234  new  buildings  has  been  authorized  during  the 
year  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $303,704.  They  are  at  military  posts  in 
the  States  of  Nebraska,  Texas,  Ehode  Island,  Michigan,  Maine,  Mary- 
land, Connecticut,  Virginia,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  South  Carolina, 
I^orth  Carolina,  Tennessee,  California,  Kansas,  Georgia,  and  Ohio,  and 
in  the  Territories  of  New  Mexico,  Alaska,  Idaho,  Washington^  Arizona, 
Utah,  Wyoming,  Dakota,  Montana,  and  the  Indian  Territory. 


kirs  and  constrnotion  of  wharves  have  cost $39, 854 

Kepaira  of  baildings,  construction  and  repair  of  cisterns  at  various  military 

poetB,  have  cost 389, 563 

Upon  hospital  constr action  and  repairs  the  expenditures  authorized  have 

been 99,659 

Depot-buildings  at  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

On  3d  March,  1873,  Congress  appropriated  the  sum  of  $100,000  for 
construction  of  a  depot  at  San  Antonio,  Texas.  The  city  had  given  to 
the  United  States  a  site  for  these  buildings,  greatly  needed,  and  the 
President  and  Secretary  of  War  had  strongly  recommended  the  appro- 
priation. 

The  Secretary  afterward  withdrew  his  recommendation  and  asked 
authority  to  expend  the  money  for  other  purposes,  which  permission 
Congress  did  not  grant. 

Various  causes  delayed  the  commencement  of  the  work,  and  on  3d 
March,  1875,  Congress  continued  the  appropriation  about  to  be  covered 
into  the  Treasury  under  a  general  law  at  the  expiration  of  two  years. 

Before  I  left  Washington  on  special  service  on  1st  June,  1875,  having 
wceived  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  commence  the  work 
whose  plans  had  been  long  complete  and  approved,  I  gave  such  orders 
and  took  such  measures  as  would,  if  properly  executed,  have  put  the 
bnildings  under  construction. 

On  my  return  to  the  United  States,  in  March,  1876, 1  found  that 
nothing  had  been  done ;  ground  had  not  been  broken,  but  plans  had 
been  prepared  which,  when  executed,  would  have  increased  the  cost 
beyond  the  amount  of  the  original  estimate  and  appropriation.  With 
the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  advertised  for  proposals  for  con- 
stmcting  the  work  upon  the  original  site  and  original  plans,  and  made 
contract  with  Messrs.  Braden  and  Angus,  of  San  Antonio,  the  lowest 
responsible  bidders  for  the.  completion  of  the  whole  work,  slightly 
within  the  appropriation  of  $100,000. 

They  have  commenced  work,  laid  all  the  foundations,  and  at  the  last 
sports  had  carried  part  of  the  walls  to  the  height  of  18  feet  above 
ground. 

I  expect  the  whole  work  therefore  to  be  completed  within  a  year,  and 
for  the  sum  originally  estimated  and  appropriated  by  Congress. 

It  is  advancing  vigorously,  and  the  work  and  material  are  reported 
to  be  excellent. 

Three  stone  bnildings  at  Fort  Leavenworth  have  been  converted  into 
^  niilitary  prison. 
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For  this  Congress  made  a  special  appropriation  of  $100,000. 

Twenty-three  buildings  no  longer  needed,  in  various  parts  of  the 
country,  have  been  sold,  and  the  proceeds  paid  into  the  Treasury  to  the 
credit  of  miscellaneous  receipts. 

Certain  buildings  in  Kodiak,  Alaska,  not  in  actual  use  by  the  Army, 
have  been  placed  temporarily  in  charge  of  officers  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment at  that  post. 

The  buildings  at  Camp  Wright,  California,  and  the  military  reserva- 
tion at  that  place  have,  by  authority  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  been 
transferred  to  the  Indian  Department  for  use  for  the  Indian  service 
until  needed  by  the  War  Department. 

The  act  of  3d  March,  1875,  authorized  the  purchase  of  sites  of  three 
of  the  long-established  milit£(ry  posts  in  Texas,  and  appropriated  as 
follows,  viz: 

For  Fort  Brown,  opposite  Matamoras,  on  the  Rio  Grande $25, 00^ 

For  Fort  Duncan,  Eagle  Pans,  on  the  Rio  Grande lO.OOO 

For  Ringgold  Barracks,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  opposite  Camargo : 10,  OCK) 

Provided,  that,  before  the  payment  of  the  money  appropriated,  good 
titles  shall  be  made  to  the  United  States  for  the  land  contemplated  to 
be  bought,  and  no  more  than  the  amount  appropriated  for  any  of  these 
sites  shall  be  paid  therefor. 

This  was  done  upon  a  report  of  a  board  of  officers,  to  be  found  in 
Executive  Document  No.  282,  House  of  Eepresentatives,  Forty-third 
Congress,  first  session. 

The  owner  of  the  site  of  Fort  Duncan  refused  to  sell  it  for  less  than 
$10,358.  As  Congress  had  limited  the  price  by  law  to  $10,000,  the  re- 
sult has  been  the  expiration  of  a  twenty-years'  lease,  and  the  reversion, 
for  want  of  $358,  of  the  buildings  and  other  improvements  made  upon 
the  land  during  the  past  twenty  years  to  the  land-owner. 

The  site  is  now  occupied  at  an  annual  rental  of  $2,400,  and  the  ques- 
tion of  purchase  was  again  submitted  to  Congress  at  its  last  session, 
but  no  action  taken  thereon. 

The  titles  to  the  sites  of  Fort  Brown  and  Ringgold  Barracks  have 
long  been  in  litigation,  and  thus  far  no  clear  and  satisfactory  titles  have 
been  obtained.    Efforts  to  this  end,  however,  are  still  being  made. 

Ten  buildings  have  been  destroyed  by  fire  during  the  year:  a  hay- 
shed  at  Vancouver  depot,  two  sets  of  officers' quarters  at  Fort  Sill, 
bake-house  at  Fort  Hays,  engine-house  at  Saint  Louis  Barracks,  planing- 
mill  and  engine-house  at  Fort  Union,  frame  building  at  David's  Island, 
New  York  Harbor,  two  old  Buildings  at  Fort  Monroe,  Government  saw- 
mill at  Fort  D.  A.  Russell. 

The  War  Department  has  for  many  years  owned  certain  buildings  and 
land  on  Penn  street,  Pittsburgh.  Its  sale  was  recommended  to  Con- 
gress on  the  12th  of  December,  1874,  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  who 
asked  authority  to  sell  it.  Ko  action  was  taken  on  the  subject.  I  think 
the  application  was  a  mistake.  The  property,  though  not  continuously 
occupied,  is  valuable  to  the  United  States,  and  is  needed  from  time  to 
time.  It  is  now  occupied  as  a  recruiting-depot,  for  which  it  is  well 
adapted,  and  its  use  saves  the  exi)euse  of  renting  a  building  in  Pitts- 
burgh for  this  purpose. 

MILITARY  BESERVES  DECLAREI). 

Three  military  reserves  liave  been  declared  during  the  year  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States:  that  at  New  Camp  Grant,  Arizona, 
April  17,  1876;  Camp  Lowell,  Arizona,  October  26, 1875^  Fort  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  Dakota,  Deceinber  17,  1875. 


. 
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BEaULAR  AND  MISCELLANEOUS  SUPPLIES. 

Animals. 

1,376  cavalry  and  artillery  horses  were  purchased  daring  the  year,  at 
the  cost  of  $159,162.62;  average  price,  $115.67.  26  other  horses  cost 
$4,988.82;  average  price,  $191.87.  875  mules  were  bought  for  $98,699; 
average  price,  $112.79.  30  oxen  were  bought  for  $1,125 ;  average  price, 
$37.50.  1,349  horses  have  been  sold  for  $50,538.73  ;  average  price  for 
which  sold,  $37.46.  345  mules  sold  for  $12,115.98  ;  average  price  real- 
ized, $35.12. 

Summary  of  animals  in  service. 

There  were  in  service  Ist  July,  1875, 10,137  horses,  9,739  mules,  and 
51  oxen. 

Parchased  during  the  year,  taken  up  astray,  1,455  horses,  993  mules, 
and  30  oxen. 

Sold,  died,  strayed,  and  stolen  or  abandoned  during  the  year,  1,887 
horses,  895  mules,  7  oxen. 

Remaining  in  service  on  30th  June,  9,705  horses,  9,837  mules,  and  74 
oieo. 

Fueljfaragej  and  straw. 

Issues  of  fuel  for  use  have  been  during  the  year,  133,502  cords  of 
wood,  17,115  tons  anthracite  coal,  and  16,605  tons  of  bituminous  cosd. 

Of  forage  the  issues  have  been,  of  com,  592,782  bushels ;  oats,  834,942 
bushels ;  of  barley,  130,903  bushels ;  of  hay,  52,360  tons ;  of  straw,  3,370 
tons;  of  bran,  45,972  bushels;  of  fodd-er,  323  tons. 

Contracts. 

There  were  filed  in  this  ofQce  during  the  year  606  contracts  for  the 
following  supplies,  viz :  31,418,542  pounds  of  corn ;  19,619,485  pounds 
of  oats;  894,345  pounds  of  barley;  303,337  pounds  of  bran  ;  87,181,358 
pounds  of  hay ;  112,010  cords  of  wood ;  56,642,883  pounds  of  coal ; 
34,333  pounds  of  charcoal ;  69  for  the  delivery  of  such  quantities  of 
M,  forage,  and  straw  as  might  be  required  under  them,  the  quantities 
being  indefinite. 

Wagons^  ambulances,  and  harness. 

Seventy-five  6-mule  wagons  were  purchased  during  the  year  of  H.  W. 
.  Bothert,  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  at  $149.50  each. 

Shops  for  manufacture  of  army-wagons  were  erected  on  leased  land  in 
Indiana,  near  the  Jeffersonville  depot  of  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
meat,  and  material  was  purchased  at  a  cost  of  $11,400.52  for  the  manu- 
facture thereat  of  200  army- wagons. 

One  hundred  and  nine  wagons  were  constructed,  at  an  average  cost 
for  material  and  labor  (not  including  cost  of  shops,  and  machinery,  and 
tools)  of  $129.50. 

This  establishment  has  been  closed,  and  the  machinery  and  material 
stored  within  the  ample  space  of  the  Jeffersonville  depot,  and  contract 
has  been  made,  after  due  advertisement,  with  a  firm  in  Leavenworth, 
^ns.,  for  the  manufacture  and  delivery  of  50  wagons,  2  and  4  horse,  or 
ninle  wagons,  of  the  new  model  adopted  on  report  of  a  board  of  officers, 
at  the  price  of  $92.50  each. 

Seventeen  spring-wagons  were  purchased  during  the  year  for  use  at 
various  posts. 
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Contracts,  after  pablic  advertisement,  were  made  for  20  spring- 
wagons.  Saint  Louis  model,  and  20  ambulances.  Wheeling  model,  to  be 
delivered  at  the  Jeflfersonville  depot,  at  $173.60  each  for  the  former, 
and  $149.50  each  for  the  ambulances. 

The  board  of  officers  referred  to  in  the  last  annual  report,  as  assem- 
bled by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  discuss  the  subject  of  models  of  ambu- 
lances for  use  in  the  Army,  made  a  preliminary  report,  recommending 
the  construction  in  the  Government  shops  of  the  Ordnance  Department 
of  a  few  experimental  ambulances. 

This  office  recommended  that  they  be  built  by  the  Quartermaster's 
Department.  The  Secretary  of  War  decided  that  their  construction 
should  be  committed  to  the  Ordnance  Department,  and  six  ambulances 
and  three  models,  quarter-size,  and  one  medical  transport-cart  have 
been  so  constructed.  For  these  the  Quartermaster's  appropriation  has 
paid,  through  the  Treasury  accounting-officers,  the  sum  of  $4,650.55,  as 
follows : 

4  ambalances  and  ftpparteDances,  at  $808.10^  each $3,232  42 

1  medical  transport-cart 447  60 

3  ambulance  models^i  size,  at  $311.46 each 934  38 

1  ambalance-litter  model,  i  size '. 36  15 

4,650  55 

There  remain  3  ambulances  which  have  been  commenced,  but  not  yet 
completed,  the  exact  cost  of  which  is  not  known  to  this  Department. 

The  last  contract  for  ambulances  made  by  this  office  was  that  men- 
tioned above,  for  twenty  ambulances  of  the  Wheeling  pattern,  which 
did  the  work  of  the  late  war,  at  $149.50  each. 

No  final  report  from  the  board  has  as  yet  been  received. 

Statement  in  tabular  form  of  articles  of  clothing  on  hand,  purchased 
or  manufactured,  issued,  and  remaining  in  store,  accompanies  this  report. 

The  principal  items  of  issue  during  the  year  were :  4,056  hats ;  4,000 
uniform  caps;  33,000  forage-caps;  9,000  cap-covers;  1,464  helmets; 
4,216  uniform  coats;  22,229  lined  and  4,668  unlined  blouses;  7,800 
lined  and  3,856  unlined  flannel  sack-coats ;  13,943  great-coats ;  7,782 
overalls ;  8,023  stable-frocks ;  39,430  trousers,  foot ;  20,214  horsemen-s 
trousers ;  69,241  flannel  shirts ;  89,264  drawers ;  23,000  boots ;  39,264 
shoes ;  2,922  buffalo  and  arctic  overshoes ;  120,000  stockings ;  102,000 
Berlin  gloves;  9,254  woolen  mittens;  88  pairs  buck  gloves;  24,331 
woolen  blankets,  and  1,404  rubber  blankets. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  1,000  condemned  great-coats 
were  issued  on  the  2d  and  3d  November,  1875,  to  the  sufferers  by  the 
conflagration  of  Virginia  City,  Nev. 

Ten  thousand  dark-blue  flannel  shirts  were  made  in  the  previous  year 
from  a  quantity  of  dark-blue  flannel  in  store  which  was  not  considered 
suitable  for  blouses.  They  have  been  issued  during  the  past  year  to 
the  troops,  and  have  given  satisfaction.  In  the  field  this  shirt  is  a  com- 
fortable and  convenient  garment. 

Twenty-five  thousand  pairs  worsted  stockings  were  purchased  during 
the  year  and  issued  on  trial  to  the  Army.  No  reports  yet  received  ena- 
ble us  to  determine  their  value  in  comparison  with  the  standard  woolen 
stocking. 

To  meet  a  want  felt  in  the  Army,  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  18th  Sep- 
tember, 1875,  on  recommendation  of  the  Acting  Quartermaster-General, 
authorized  issue  of  pillow-sacks  to  the  troops.  They  are  made  from  a 
very  large  stock  of  shelter-tents  in  store.  Their  issue  has  made  it  neces- 
sary to  increase  the  monthly  allowance  of  straw  to  enlisted  men. 
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A  considerable  supply  of  clothing  remained  on  hand  at  the  close  of 
tiie  year,  and  with  the  understanding  that  this  reserve,  very  necessary 
in  any  prudent  and  wise  military  system,  might,  in  the  demand  for 
economy,  be  nearly  all  consumed  during  the  current  fiscal  year,  the 
estimate  for  clothing  and  equipage  for  this  year,  1876-'77,  was  reduced 
about  two-thirds,  and  appropriation  made  accordingly. 

The  annual  cost  of  clothing  and  equipage  for  the  Army  is,  by  the  ex- 
perience of  years,  from  $1,500,000  to  $1,600,000.  This  appropriation, 
with  the  use  of  the  material  remaining  on  hand  since  the  war,  enabled 
the  Department  gradually  to  accumulate  an  issuing  or  working  stock 
which  will  now  be  dissipated. 

The  shoes  purchased  for  the  Army,  for  several  years  past,  are  made 
npon  a  machine  which  makes  a  brass-wire  screw  in  the  act  of  screwing 
it  into  the  sole.  The  Estabrook  and  wire-clinching  screw  was  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  Department  by  its  manufacturers,  who  claimed 
that  its  use  makes  quite  as  good  and  durable  a  shoe  as  the  French 
machine.  Fifty  pairs  furnished  by  the  manufacturers,  at  their  own 
expense,  were  distributed  for  trial  to  the  troops  at  Fort  Dodge,  Kansas, 
and  Fort  Concho,  Texas.  The  result  was  so  favorable  that  specifica- 
tions  for  boots  and  shoes  have  been  so  modified  as  to  admit  these  boots 
and  shoes  to  competition  in  future  contracts. 

Many  shoe-merchants  claim  that  the  hemlock  leather  is  quite  as  dura- 
ble and  good  as  the  oak-tanned  leather,  which  is  the  Government  Army 
standard.  A  Congress  of  leather-dealers  will  assemble  in  Phila- 
delphia during  the  present  month,  and  officers  of  the  Quartermastei^s 
Department,  on  duty  at  the  Philadelphia  clothing  depot,  have  been 
instrocted  to  attend  its  meetings  and  to  report  any  information  of  value 
to  this  office. 

As  the  black  stripe  and  letters  "  IT.  S.,^  now  used  to  mark  the  Army 
blanket,  appear  to  injure  its  durability,  arrangements  have  been  made 
to  snbstitute  indigo-blue  letters  and  stripes  in  future  contracts. 

No  appropriation  was  made  for  continuing  the  use  of  the  moth  and 
mildew  preservative  process  of  Cowles  &  Co.,  for  which  large  appropria- 
tions have  been  made  in  former  years.  Under  an  opinion  of  the 
Attorney-General  the  Acting  Quartermaster-General  directed,  on  the  £2d 
November,  1875,  that  the  sum  of  $39,040.07  should  be  applied  to  pay- 
ment of  labor  in  applying  the  process ;  nothing  to  be  paid  as  royalty  for 
use  of  the  patent  process.  With  this  money,  114,406  yards  of  cloth  and 
kersey  were  subjected  to  the  process  at  a  cost  of  $19,478.05,  and  with 
the  rest  of  the  money,  $19,562.02,  510  walltents,  1,611  common  or  "  A'^ 
tents,  and  18,000  shelter- tents  were  subjected  to  the  process. 

Dnring  the  year,  by  direction  of  the  Acting  Quartermaster-General, 
50O  tents  were  furnished  with  Pullen's  patent  ventilator,  at  a  cost  of 
t2,500.  They  were  issued  to  troops  for  trial,  with  instructions  to  report 
upon  their  advantages. 

The  law  of  16tl^  June,  1874,  requires  the  use  of  certain  articles  of  the 
old-pattern  clothing  before  purchase  and  issue  of  the  corresponding  ar- 
ticles of  the  new  uniform  to  the  troops.  Officers  have  been  instructed 
to  enforce  this  law,  which  is  found  to  be  very  distasteful  to  the  soldiers. 
The  principal  depots  for  the  manufacture,  purchase,  and  storage  of 
Dailitary  clothing  and  equipage  are  the  old  Schuylkill  arsenal  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  the  new  quartermaster's  depot  at  Jeffersonville,  Ind.  At  both, 
fire-proof  buildings  have  been  erected  since  the  war,  and  during  the  past 
year  some  imi)ortant  additions  to  the  means  of  manufacture  have  been 
inade.  An  endless-band  knife,  like  the  band-saw,  but  with  a  keen, 
smooth  edge  instead  of  saw-teeth,  has  been  placed  in  each  depot.    This 
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machine  readily  cats  throngh  130  thicknesses  of  cloth,  and  very  much 
diminishes  the  work  of  catting  out  such  articles  as  can  be  handled  in 
bulk  on  a  table,  such  as  bed-sacks,  overalls,  stable-frocks,  and  colored 
facings  for  uniform  coats. 

For  cutting  out  woolen  trousers,  coats,  &c.,  one  of  Alvin  Warth's 
cloth-cutting  machines,  of  one-half  inch  feed,  has  been  placed  in  the 
Philadelphia  depot.  It  cost  $2,525.00,  and  has  paid  for  itself.  The  pat- 
entee having  advanced  his  price  for  this  machine  since  this  purchase  to 
$3,570.00,  which  is  deemed  too  high,  and  the  price  demanded  for  the 
inch-feed  machine  of  same  construction  being  $6,520.00,  none  has  been 
purchased  tor  the  Jeffersonville  dei)ot. 

Jeflfersonville  depot  was  provided  with  steam-power  some  years  since, 
immediately  after  its  construction.  Steam-power  and  steam-heating  ap- 
paratus were  during  the  past  year  introduced  into  the  Philadelphia  de- 
pot, much  cheapening  the  work  and  putting  an  end  to  great  danger 
from  heating-stoves  heretofore  used  in  the  shops. 

The  grounds  of  the  Schuylkill  arsenal  have  been  improved  under  the 
supervision  of  Mr.  Fred.  Law  Olmstead.  Those  of  the  Jeffersonville 
depot  have  for  several  years  been  laid  out  and  planted  upon  a  plan  by 
the  same  eminent  landscape  architect  and  engineer. 

A  collection  of  the  samples  of  clothing  and  equipage,  and  of  the 
wagons,  ambulances,  and  other  military  material  provided  by  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department  has  been  made  and  placed  in  the  Government 
building  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition  at  Philadelphia.  To  this  collec- 
tion a  medal  and  diploma  have  been  awarded  by  the  commissioners  of 
the  Centennial  Exhibition. 

A  board  of  officers  of  line  and  staff  was  constituted,  upon  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  Acting  Quartermaster-General,  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  of  27th  of  December  last,  (Special  Orders,  Adjutant- 
<]^enera^s  Office,  No.  264,)  to  consider  various  subjects  relating  to  the 
Quartermaster's  Department. 

The  following  subjects  were  laid  before  them  by  this  office : 

1.  The  mode  of  supplying  clothing  and  equipage  to  the  Army : — The 
board  recommended,  and  the  War  Department  approved  and  directed, 
that  estimates  for  clothing  and  equipage  should  be  consolidated  by  de- 
partments and  forwarded,  with  one  copy  of  each  post  estimate,  through 
the  proper  channels,  so  as  to  reach  the  Quartermaster-G^neraPs  Office 
early  in  June  of  each  year. 

That  clothing  for  troops  in  the  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific  be 
forwarded  in  bulk  to  the  San  Francisco  Depot,  and  distributed  under 
direction  of  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the  Division. 

That  clothing  for  troops  in  the  Departments  of  the  Missouri  and  of 
Texas  be  forwarded  in  bulk  to  the  depot  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  and  dis- 
tributed to  posts  under  the  direction  of  the  chief  quartermaster  of  the 
Missouri. 

That  clothing  for  other  troops  be  sent  direct  to  posts  from  the  Phila- 
delphia and  Jeffersonville  general  depots  of  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment. 

2.  Avery's  mess-pan.    Board  reported  not  adapted  to  the  service. 

3.  The  increase  in  the  length  of  the  tongue  in  soldiers'  shoes ;  recom- 
mended and  ordered.  • 

4.  A  flexible-shank  shoe  submitted  by  Mr.  Heath,  of  Boston ;  not 
approved. 

5.  An  improvement  in  the  fit  of  the  collar  of  the  uniform  coat  recom- 
mended. 

6  and  7.  Trousers  and  greatcoats  of  an  improved  pattern  recom- 
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mended  and  adopted.    Standards  made,  sealed,  and  distributed  to 
depots  of  purchase  and  manafactare. 

8.  Arctic  overshoes,  pattern   designated  **  snow-excluders,"  recom- 
mended and  adopted. 

9  and  10.  Issue  of  seal-skin  caps  and  gauntlets  for  troops  in  high 
northern  latitudes,  approved.  i^ 

11  and  12.  The  issue  of  musical  instruments — trumpets,  bugles,  fifes, 
and  drums ;  also  of  company,  regimental,  and  post  books,  was  consid- 
ered. The  recommendations  of  the  board  are  to  be  carried  into  etfect, 
as  the  large  stock  of  former  styles  in  store  is  exhausted. 
'"  13.  The  Coyle  army  iron  gas-pipe  bunk  favorably  reported  on  and 
admitted  to  competition  in  future  contracts. 

14.  The  board  recommended  a  new  woolen  campaign-hat,  that  adopted 
in  1872  having  proved  a  failure.  Standard  samples  have  been  procured, 
sealed,  and  placed  in  the  depots,  and  15,000  have  been  purchased  and 
are  being  issued  for  trial. 

15.  Complaints  having  been  made  of  want  of  uniformity  in  the 
uniform  of  officers  ot  the  Army,  the  board  considered  the  subject  and 
prepared  a  description  of  each  article  of  officers'  regulation  uniform. 

The  War  Department  has  directed  that  this  be  embodied  in  the  new 
edition  of  the  Army  Regulations  in  course  of  preparation.  Copies  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  board  are  with  this  report. 

SOLDIEBS'  ASYLUM. 

Transfers  of  clothing  to  the  National  Rome  for  Disabled  Volunteers. 

The  act  of  January  23,  1873,  extended  the  act  of  22d  March,  1867, 
for  relief  of  maimed  and  destitute  soldiers  to  all  who  have  been  or  who 
are  in  the  national  asylums,  so  as  to  give  to  each  one  a  suit  of  clothing, 
or  its  equivalent  in  clotbing,  from  the  stock  on  hand  in  the  Quarter- 
master's Department. 

The  act  of  18th  June,  1874,  directed  the  Secretary  of  War  to  reserve 
from  sale  10,000  complete  suits  from  the  surplus  stock  of  old  and 
disused  Army  uniform-clothing  then  in  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment of  the  Army,  and  to  transfer  the  same  to  the  National  Home  for 
Disabled  Volunteer  Soldiers;  or,  if  complete  suits  are  not  on  hand  or 
cannot  be  supplied,  the  equivalent  thereof  in  other  clothing  suitable  for 
the  disabled  veterans  of  the  National  Home  aforesaid. 

St<itements  marked  **  F  "  and  "  G,"  accompanying  this  report,  contain 
a  statement  of  the  transfers  made  from  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment under  tbese  laws. 

Aa  complete  suits  of  the  clothing  designated  in  the  act  of  18th  of 
June,  1874,  could  not  be  supplied,  the  National  Home  on  the  7th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1875,  asked  that  it  "  be  credited  upon  the  books  of  the  Depart- 
ment with  10,000  suits,  at  $22.03,  amounting  to  $220,300.  But  as  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  has  not  the  standard  sizes  of  clothing, 
80  as  to  give  assorted  sizes  according  to  the  regulations,  and  as  they 
Ijave  neither  stockings,  drawers,  shirts,  nor  trousers  that  can  be  sup- 
plied under  the  act,  the  National  Home  is  willing  to  take  as  equiva- 
tents  as  vndwy  of  such  condemned  and  unserviceable  suits  of  clothing 
*8  the  Quartermaster's  Department  may  wish  to  dispose  of  at  the  aver- 
age price  which  like  goods  have  sold  for  at  auction,  or  at  a  price  to  be 
fixed  by  a  board  of  survey,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  War 
or  the  Quartermaster-General,  as  the  Secretary  may  prefer.^ 

The  Secretary  of  War,  on  9th  of  February,  1875,  approved  this  proposi- 
tion, and  on  the  11th  appointed  (by  Special  Orders  No.  26,  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral^s  Office,  1875)  Maj.  L.  H.  Pelouze,  Maj.  S.  C.  Ly ford,  and  First  Lieut.  B. 
9  w 
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M.  Camp  to  constitate  the  Board  of  Survey.  This  board  having  recom- 
mended  that  the  coudemued  articles  be  issued  to  the  National  Home  at 
the  average  prices  which  such  articles  had  brought  at  auction  when 
sold  by  the  Government,  on  18th  February,  the  Secretary  approved  the 
report  of  the  Board,  and  directed  the  appointment  of  an  inspector  to 
condemn  the  clothing,  which  was  accordingly  inspected,  condemned, 
and  transferred  at  these  prices. 

It  is  to  be  noted  in  this  connection  that  the  price  of  $22.03  for  a 
complete  suit  was  the  price  paid  for  serviceable  clothing,  fit  to  be  issued 
to  and  worn  by  the  soldiers  in  active  service. 

Under  this  decision  there  was  turned  over  to  the  National  Home  as 
equivalents  for  10,000  suits  of  old  and  disused  Army  clothing,  at  $22.03, 
valued  at  $220,300.00,  the  following  articles : 

74,815  hats,  at  8f  cents |6,546  31 

83,018  forage-caps,  at  21  cents 2,282  99 

44,011  great-coats,  at  $2.40 105,626  40 

49,015  uniform-jackets,  at  46i  cents 22,791  97 

4,823  uniform-coats,  condemned,  at  82^  cents 3, 970  93 

34,450  sack-coats,  lined,  at  80^  cent« 27.628  90 

40,498  sack-coats,  onliued,  at49f  cents 20,114  01 

3,583  pairs  boots,  sewed,  at  $1.30i 4,669  84 

11,723  pairs  boots,  pegged,  at  $1.24i 14,595  36 

3^  pairs  boots,  odd,  at  $1.24i 4  13 

2,680pairsshoes,  sewed,  at  |1.02|... 2,751  47 

1,660  uniform- coats,  old  pattern,  at  89  cents 1,477  40 

4,081  trousers,  at  $1.92i 7,845  72 


i^a 


Total $220,305  43 

The  Board  of  officers  of  the  line  and  staff,  assembled  at  Philadelphia, 
by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  January  19,  1875,  to  consider  the 
subject  of  military-transportation  harness  recommended  changes  in 
the  specifications  tor  harness  heretofore  used.  The  new  specifications 
have  been  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  published  for  infor- 
mation and  use  in  making  harness.    (Copies  are  with  this  report.) 

Only  a  few  model  sets  have  been  made,  the  stock  of  harness  in  Depot 
having  sufficed  for  the  wants  of  the  year. 

A  Board  of  officers  of  line  and  staff  was  convened  at  Philadelphia  by 
order  of  the  War  Department,  December  27,  1875,  to  consider  and 
report  upon  various  subjects  connected  with  the  Qaartermaster's  De- 
partment.    A  copy  of  their  report  is  submitted  herewith. 

The  following  subjects  have  been  discussed  by  this  Board  : 

They  prepared  anil  submitted  specifications  for  a  two  horse  and  for  a 
four  horse  or  mule  wagon,  recommended  for  adoption  and  use  in  the 
Army.  Approved  contracts  have  been  made  for  fifty  wagons,  two- 
horse  and  four-horse,  after  due  advertisement,  at  $92.50  each,  to  be 
made  and  delivered  at  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  to  the  Depot  at  Fort 
Leavenworth. 

Kecom mended  specifications  for  four-mule  ambulance  harness. 

Approved  for  trial,  and  harness  for  100  mules  contracted  f6r ;  which, 
when  received,  will  be  sent  to  the  posts  for  trial. 

This  board  recommended  that  for  the  cavalr^^  the  Goodenoagh  patent 
horseshoe  be  used,  and  for  the  draught  horses  and  mules  the  Good- 
enough,  both  iron  and  steel,  and  the  Burden  and  Schoeuberger. 

That  Walton's  patent  galvanized  iron  feed-boxes  be  adopted  for  Army 
use. 

That  horses  be  used  in  the  Quartermaster  Department  tor  draught  in 
Northern  and  Eastern  States,  and  in  certain  large  cities,  and  for  mounting 
wagon-masters  and  others,  but  that  mules  continue  to  be  used  for 
draught  generally  throughout  the  Army. 
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They  recommended  certain  slight  changes  in  the  specifications  for  pur- 
chase of  horses  and  mules. 

That  the  Keystone  Portable  Forge  be  adopted,  not  to  the  exclusion  of 
others,  however. 

Examining  the  claims  of  various  chemical  and  other  fire-extinguish- 
ers, they  recommended  the  Johnson's  Portable  Hand  Force-Pump  as  the 
most  useful  of  the  small  extinguishers. 

They  recommended  an  increase  of  3  pounds  in  the  allowance  of  straw 
for  each  enlisted  man  and  laundress,  raising  the  allowance  ft^om  12 
pounds  per  month  to  15  pounds  per  month. 

All  the^e  recommendations  received  the  approval  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, and  are  being  carried  into  execution  either  permanently  or  on 
trial. 

A  similar  Board  of  officers  assembled  at  Omaha,  under  Special  Orders 
No.  68,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  April  17, 1875,  to 
consider  the  subject  of  Stoves,  heating  and  cooking,  in  the  Army,  made 
areport,  of  which  a  printed  copy  is  submitted.  They  recommended  cer- 
taiD  plans  and  specifications,  and  a  supply  table,  all  of  which  have  been 
approved,  and  contracts  for  a  moderate  supply  of  200  stoves  have  been 
advertised  for.    The  contracts  have  not  yet  been  awarded. 

FIRE  APPARATUS. 

Some  of  the  larger  military  posts  have  steam  fire-engines ;  others  have 
hand-engines  or  chemical  fire-engines,  of  which  the  engine  made  by  the 
Champion  Fire  Extinguisher  Company,  of  Louisville,  is  preferred. 

A  supply  of  portable  chemical  fire  extinguishers  of  various  patterns 
was.  some  years  since,  distributed  to  nearly  all  the  militar^^  posts,  and 
at  all  the  post?  a  sufficient  number  of  Johnson's  hand  force-pumps  have 
been  placexl  to  be  used  at  the  first  discovery  of  fire  in  the  buildings. 

Th*»  frontier  posts,  as  a  rule,  are  constructed  of  very  inflammable 
materials,  and  unless  a  fire  is  attacked  in  the  very  outset,  it  soon  gains 
too  much  force  to  be  overcome,  before  the  building  in  which  it  originates 
is  consumed. 

The  small,  cheap,  and  very  portable  Johnson's  hand  force-pump  ap- 
pears to  save  more  property  from  fire  than  all  the  other  heavier,  more 
elaborate,  and  costly  apparatus  supplied. 

Reports  continue  to  be  received  of  its  value  and  efficiency. 

Experiments  have  been  made  with  Strangeland's  patent  Grai  - 
Steamer,  but  definite  results  are  not  yet  reached. 

NATIONAL  MILITARY  CEMETERIES. 

On  July  1, 1875,  there  were  seventy-seven  national  military  cemeteries. 
This  Dumber  was  increased  by  the  addition  to  the  list  of  the  cemetery  at 
Fort  Saint  Philip,  La.;  that  at  Finn's  Point,  N.  J.,  opposite  Fort  Dela- 
ware; that  at  Fort  Vancouver,  Wash.  T.;  the  Woodlawn  Cemetery,  at 
Elmira,  N.  Y.,  and  that  at  Danville,  Ky. 

The  cemetery  at  Whitehall,  Pa.,  was  dropped  from  the  list  of  national 
cemeteries  during  the  year,  leaving  the  number  on  the  30th  of  June, 
1876,  eighty-one. 

Since  that  date  three  cemeteries  have  been  dropped  from  the  list  of 
national  military  cemeteries  and  restored  to  their  former  standing  as 
post  cemeteries,  viz:  those  at  Fort  St.  Philip,  La.;  Fort  Vancouver, 
W.  T.;  and  at  Santa  F^,  N.  Mex. 

There  were  seventy  superintendents  of  national  military  cemeteries 
on  the  Ist  of  July,  1875.  During  the  year  three  were  discharged,  one 
died,  and  two  resigned.  Seven  were  appointed ;  leaving  the  number  in 
service  seventy -one. 
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As  Congress,  at  the  last  session,  appropriated  for  only  seventy,  one 
more  has  been  discharged  since  the  passage  of  the  appropriation  bill, 
reducing  the  number  in  service  to  seventy,  as  provided  for  by  the  new 
law. 

The  superintendent  of  the  Santa  F6  National  Military  Cemetery  has 
been  transferred  to  the  Mound  City  Cemetery,  Illinois. 

The  cemeteries  generally  are  now  in  excellent  condition. 

The  appropriation  for  maintaining  and  improving  the  national  ceme- 
teries for  the  fiscal  year  was  $150,000.00.  As  the  works  of  grading  and 
drainage  and  planting  approach  completion,  the  cost  of  maintenance  can 
be  diminished. 

With  the  appropriation  of  the  present  year,  contracts  were  made  for 
erecting  lodges,  as  required  by  the  law  of  February  22d,  1867,  at  Camp 
Nelson,  Lebanon  and  Logan's  Cross-Roads,  Ky.  j  at  Pittsburg  Landing 
and  Fort  Donelson,  Teiin. ;  at  Little  Rock,  Ark. ;  and  at  Salisbury,  N.  C. 

All  of  these  have  been  completed  except  Salisbury  and  Fort  Donelson, 
which  are  to  be  finished  this  fall. 

With  the  same  appropriation  the  following  cemeteries  have  been  in- 
closed by  walls  of  masonry,  viz:  Glendale,  Seven  Pines,  and  Poplar 
Grove,  Va. ;  and  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Contracts  have  been  made  during  the  present  fiscal  year  for  an  in- 
closing-wall  at  Finn's  Point,  N.  J.,  and  for  a  lodge  at  the  Grafton, 
(West  Virginia)  cemetery.    These  are  now  building. 

During  the  winter,  it  is  proposed  to  make  contracts  for  inclosing- walls 
at  Beaufort  and  Florence,  S.  C,  and  at  Yorktown,  Va.,  which,  with  the 
ordinary  expense  of  maintenance,  will  probably  exhaust  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  current  fiscal  year. 

The  following  eight  cemeteries  will  then  still  need  lodges.  Alexandria, 
Port  Hudson,  and  Baton  Rouge,  La. ;  Andersonville,  Ga. ;  Beverly,  N. 
J.;  Cave  Hill,  Ky.;  Fort  McPherson,  Nebr.;  and  Fort  Gibson,  Ind. 
Ter. 

Walls  will  still  be  needed  at  Alexandria  and  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  Ander- 
sonville, Ga. ;  Fort  McPherson,  Nebr. ;  Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  Ter. ;  and  at 
Grafton,  West  Va. 

The  lodges  at  Mobile,  Fort  Barrancas,  Camp  Butler,  Fort  Smith,  and 
at  the  Gettysburg  cemeteries  were  enlarged  during  the  year,  and  oflSce- 
buildings  were  erected  at  Jefferson  Barracks  and  Natchez  cemeteries, 
the  lodges  at  these  places  having  proved  too  small  to  allow  of  an  office- 
room  being  set  apart  for  the  accommodation  of  visitors. 

Wood  sheds,  tool  and  other  outhouses  were  built  at  the  City  of  Mexico 
cemetery  and  at  Port  Hudson,  Camp  Nelson,  Chattanooga,  Culpeper, 
Finn's  Point,  Keokuk,  and  Winchester  cemeteries,  and  at  the  Soldiers' 
Home  cemetery.  District  of  Columbia. 

Stands  for  use  on  decoration  day  were  constructed,  by  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  at  the  Keokuk  cemetery  and  at  the  Rock  Island  cem- 
etery. 

The  Fort  Scott  cemetery  has  been  underdrained  and  the  roads  mac- 
adamized. The  drainage  at  Corinth,  Danville,  Winchester,  Jefferson 
Barracks,  Hampton,  and  Vicksburg  has  been  improved. 

New  roads  have  been  constructed  at  Arlington,  and  a  new  approach 
at  Jefferson  Barracks  cemetery. 

New  flag-staff's  have  been  set  up  at  Beaufort,  Florence,  Fort  Harrison, 
Grafton,  Seven  Pines,  W^inchester,  and  Santa  F6  cemeteries. 

Cisterns  have  been  constructed  at  Camp  Nelson,  Fort  Leavenworth, 
Gettysburg,  Lebanon,  Seven  Pines,  and  Vicksburg  cemeteries. 

At  the  Fort  McPherson  and  at  the  Santa  F^  (N.  Mex.)  cemeteries,  where 
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irrigation  is  necessary  to  maintain  any  verdure,  a  snpply  of  water  has 
been  provided  by  wells  and  windmills. 

The  soldiers'  monument  at  Salisbury  cemetery,  for  which  Congress 
made  a  special  appropriation  of$10,0(H),  has  been  completed  and  erected. 
It  is  an  obelisk,  and  stands  upon  a  properly-moulded  and  decorated  die, 
resting  upon  several  stone  steps.  The  whole  height  is  38^  feet,  of  which 
the  obelisk,  a  monolithic  shaft,  constitutes  30|^  feet.  The  weight  of  the 
obelisk  is  twenty-tive  tons;  of  the  dies,  nineteen  tons.  The  whole  has 
been  well  executed  in  granite,  and  completed  and  erected  for  the  sum 
appropriated. 

The  principal  subjects  of  expenditure  from  the  appropriation  for  main- 
teDance  of  the  national  military  cemeteries  during  the  year  have  been 
as  follows:  Building  inclosing-walls,  $25,843.25;  lodges,  $29,159.07; 
rents,  $1,035;  outhouses,  offices  at  the  cemeteries,  &c.,  $7,413.51; 
plauts,  $1,998.65;  labor,  $44,292.23;  drainage  works,  $4,904.61;  bar- 
rack and  office  furniture,  $244.40 ;  tools,  stoves,  and  repairs,  $5,180.91 ;  im- 
proveuient  of  grounds,  $13,308.77;  flag-staffs  and  monuments,  $2,502.15; 
water  supply,  $4,008.90 ;  purchase  and  rent  of  lands,  $2,928.35;  new 
and  re-interments,  $3,427.36 ;  miscellaneous,  $711.82 ;  total,  $146,959.98. 

The  number  ot  interments  in  the  national  military  cemeteries  on  30th 
of  Jane,  1876,  was  310,356,  of  which  164,655  were  unknown  and  145,701 
known. 

The  work  of  erecting  stone  blocks  over  the  graves  has  been  completed 
in  fitly -seven  of  the  cemeteries,  and  92,046  known  graves  and  87,242  un- 
known have  been  thus  marked.  One  hundred  and  seventy-nine  thou- 
sand two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  stones,  duly  engraved,  have  been 
erected. 

About  15,500  known  and  17,400  unknown  remain  to  be  marked.  The 
work  has  been  well  done,  and  though  it  has  been  necessary  to  extend 
the  time  stipulated  in  the  original  contracts,  the  work  is  now  being  ex- 
ecuted with  energy,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  a  successful  com- 
pletion. 

Mr.  E.  P.  Doherty,  contractor  for  the  Fredericksburg  cemetery,  hav- 
ing failed,  the  work  was  completed  by  the  United  States.  The  contract 
of  Mr.  S.  G.  Bridges  has  been  completed. 

Most  of  the  stones  have  been  furnished  from  the  quarries  of  Sheldon 
&  Slason,  at  West  Kutland,  Vt.,  and  to  the  energy  and  zeal  of  Mr.  Shel- 
don, who  was  not  the  original  contractor,  the  successful  completion  of 
the  work  will  be  due. 

There  are  about  17,000  graves  of  Union  soldiers  who  fell  during  the 
war  and  were  buried  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department  in  various  pub- 
lic and  private  incorporated  cemeteries  not  known  as  national  military 
cemeteries.  Many  applications  are  made  for  the  erection  of  headstones 
over  these  graves,  but  the  law  of  June  8,  1872,  makes  provision  only  for 
those  interred  in  the  national  military  cemeteries. 

Money  enough,  after  the  work  in  the  national  cemeteries  is  completed, 
▼ill  remain  from  the  appropriation  of  $1,000,000,  made  on  the  3d  of 
Harcb,  1873,  to  provide  all  these  with  permanent  monuments,  and  I 
recommend  that  a  portion  of  the  balance  be  re  appropriated  and  made 
applicable  to  this  purpose.    The  sum  necessary  would  be  $60,000. 

The  rei>orts  of  the  officers  now  on  duty  in  this  office,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen. 
S.  Van  Vliet,  Colonel  and  Assistant  Quartermaster-General ;  and  Bvt. 
Brig. Gen.  J.D.Bingham,  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  Deputy  Quartermaster- 
General  ;  Lieut.  Col.  H.  C.  Hodges,  Deputy  Quartermaster-General,  as 
al8o  that  of  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  A.  F.  Rockwell,  Assistant  Quartermaster  in 
charge  of  National  Cemeteries,  accompany  this  report  With  these  re- 
ports will  be  found  a  number  of  papers  and  tabular  statements,  giving 
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very  fall  iDformation  apoD  the  bnsiness  aud  operations  of  the  Quarter- 
master's DepartmeDt  during  the  fiscal  year. 

The  supplies,  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
to  provide  and  deliver  to  the  Army,  have  been  promptly  furnished,  in 
ample  quantities  and  of  good  quality,  and,  under  the  contract  system, 
with  great  economy. 

EespectfuUy  submitted. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- Oeneralj  Brevet  Major- Oetieralj  U.  S^Army. 
Hon.  J.  D.  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 


lAst  of  papers  aooampanying  the  annual  report  of  the  Quartermaster-General  for  the  fiscal 

year  ending  June  30, 1&76. 

1.  Report  of  Col.  Stewart  Van  Vliet,  Assistant  Quartermaster- General,  United  States 
Army,  of  the  inspection  branch  of  the  Quartermaster  General's  Office  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1876. 

A, — Report  of  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  for  the  fiscal  year. 

B. — Report  of  the  stations  and  duties  of  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Departmen  t 
July  1,  1876. 

C. — List  of  line-officers  on  duty  as  acting  assistant  quartermasters,  and  of  the  stations 
at  which^they  have  served,  during  the  fiscal  year. 

2.  Report  of  Col.  Stewart  Van  Vliet,  Assistant  Quartermaster-General,  United  States 
Army,  of  the  operations  of  the  barracks  and  quarters  branch  of  the  Quartermaster- 
General's  Office  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876. 

3.  Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Bingham,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  Unite4  States 
Army,  of  the  operations  of  the  accounts  branch  of  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office 
daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 

4.  Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  D.  Bingham, deputy  quartermaster-general,  United  States 
Army,  of  the  operations  of  the  clothing  branch  of  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office 
daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 

A — Statement  of  articles  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage  manufactared  and 
purchased,  and  issued,  sold,  lost,  &c.,  during  the  fiscal  year. 

B. — Statement  of  expenditures  on  account  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage 
daring  the  fiscal  year. 

C. — Statement  of  expenditures  on  account  of  preservation  of  clothing,  equipage,  and 
materials  from  moth  and  mildew  daring  the  fiscal  year. 

D. — Statement  of  amounts  received  from  the  sale  of  surplus  serviceable,  (old  pat- 
tern,) unserviceable,  damaged,  and  irregular  articles  of  clothing,  &c.,  sold  at  the 
principal  depots  and  posts  ;  also,  of  the  amount  derived  from  sales  to  officers,  during 
the  fiscal  year. 

£. — Statement  of  amounts  received  aud  expended  on  account  of  clothing,  camp  and 
garrison  equipage  during  the  fiscal  year. 

F. — Statement  of  clothing  issued  to  the  National  Home  for  Disabled  Volunteers  under 
the  act  of  January  23.  1873,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1875;  also,  of  the 
total  quantity  of  clothing  issued  to  the  Home  under  the  act  of  June  18,  1874. 

G. — Statement  of  the  clothing  issued  to  the  National  Home  for  Disable<l  Volunteers 
nnder  the  act  of  January  23,  1^3,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 

H. — Statement  of  returns  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage  received  and  ex- 
amined, and  of  letters  received  and  written,  during  the  fiscal  year. 

I. — Statement  of  the  employ^  of  the  clothing  branch  of  the  Quartermaster-G«neral's 
Office  during  the  fiscal  year. 

K.— Copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Officers  convened  by  paragraph  3, 
Special  Orders  No.  264,  W.  D.,  A.  G.  O.,  of  1875,  upon  various  subjects  laid  before  it 
pertaining  to  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage. 

5.  Report  of  Lieut.  Col.  Henrj-  C.  Hodges,  Deputy  Quartermaster-General,  United 
States  Army,  of  the  operations  of  the  Quartermaster- General's  Office  pertaining  to 
indebted  railroads,  regular  and  miscellaneous  supplies,  transportation,  miscellaneous 
claims,  and  claims  under  the  act  of  July  4,  1864,  during  the  fiscal  year. 

A. — Statement  of  the  indebtedness  of  railway  companies  for  railway  xnaterial,  &c», 
purchased  of  the  United  States,  for  the  fiscal  year. 

B. — Specifications  for  four  horse  United  States  Army  wagon  harness. 

C. — Specifications  for  six-horse  United  States  Army  wagon  harness. 

D. — Specifications  for  a  two-horse  and  four-horse  or  mule  w^agon  harness. 

£. — Specifications  for  four-mule  ambulance  harness. 

*F. — Pamphlet  publishing  extract  from  report  of  Board  of  officers  appointed  by  pat- 
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agraph  2,  Special  Orders  No.  68,  W.  D.,  A.  G.  O.,  of  1875,  on  subject  of  stoves  for  nse  in 
the  Amiy,  embracing  specifications  for  the  stoves  and  ranges  adopted,  and  a  supply 
table. 

6. — Report  of  Board  of  officers  appointed  by  paragraph  3,  Special  Orders  No.  264,  W. 
D.,  A.  G.  O.,  of  1875,  as  to  advisability  of  making  any  change  or  modification  in  specifi- 
cations for  horses  and  mules. 

H. — Statement  of  troops  and  stores  transported  under  direction  of  the  Quartermas- 
ter's Department  during  the  fiscal  year. 

I. — Abstract  of  contracts  made  by  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  for 
vagou-transportation  during  the  fiscal  year. 
K. — Table  of  land-grant  railroads. 

L. — Abstract  of  contracts  made  by  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  for 
water-transportation  during  the  fiscal  year. 

M.—  Statement  of  vessels  chartered  and  employed  by  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  during  the  fiscal  year. 

N.— Statement  of  vessels  owned  or  purchased  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
daring  the  fiscal  year. 

0.— Table  showing  principal  movements  of  troops  during  the  fiscal  year,  and  average 
length  of  march  or  movement  in  each  case. 

6.  Report  of  Capt.  A.  P.  Rockwell,  Assistant  Quartermaster,  United  States  Army,  of 
affairs  relating  to  the  care  and  maintenance  of  National  Cemeteries  for  the  fiscal  year. 
A.--Statement  of  disbursements  on  account  of  National  Cemeteries  during  the  fiscal 
year. 


Report  of  Assistant  Quartermaster- Oeneral  Stewart  Van  YlieU 

War  Department, 
Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington^  D.  0.,  September  25,  1876. 

General.  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  inspection  branch  of  this  office  daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane 
30, 187(). 

The  duties  of  this  branch  are  principally  as  follows: 

Keeping  narrative  reports  of  stations  and  daties  of  all  officers  who 
perform  duty  in  the  Quartermaster's  Department. 

Examining,  and  preparing  for  such  action  as  may  be  requisite,  com- 
monications  on  assignments  of  officers,  annual  report  of  officers,  &c. 

Filing  and  distribution  of  orders,  circulars,  rolls  of  honor,  and  other 
printed  documents. 

Preparing  monthly  returns  of  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment for  the  Adjutant  General's  Office. 

Keeping  books  of  ^'  letters  received  and  letters  sent,"  relating  indi- 
Tidaally  to  officers,  agents,  and  employes  of  the  Department. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  number  of  orders,  circulars,  and 
books  received  and  distributed  during  the  fiscal  year : 


Designation. 


Gaertl  Orders  Qaartermaster-Generars  Office 

GeocnUOrders  AfyaUnt-GeDerarn Office 

6«D«rsl  Coart-martial  Orders  Adjatant-General's  Office. 

Circalsrs 

l^coUtioDs  of  Qnartennaster's  Department 

wlU  of  booor 

^Mdlaneoas  books  and  pamphlets 


Number 
received. 


47,500 

62.600 

6,900 


6,555 


Number 
distributed. 


3,400 

40,840 

57,340 

3,560 

il5 

800 

4.3S5 


I  respectfully  inclose  herewith  list  of  officers  on  duty  in  the  Quarter- 
Biwter's  Department  during  the  fiscal  year. 

8TBWAKT  VAN  VLIBT, 
Assistant  Quartermaster- Oeneral,  U.  8.  A. 

The  QuabtebmastebObnebal, 

Washington,  D.  0. 
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QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL.  141 

B.^Statians  and  duties  of  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department ^  July  1, 1876. 

qua'rtermaster-gbneral's  office. 

Bvt.  Mig.  Gen,  M.  C,  Quartermaster-General ;  Van  Vliet,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen. 
Stewart,  assistant  qaartermaster- general ;  Bingham,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Judson  D.,  dep- 
uty quartermaster-general ;    Hodges,  Lieut.  Col.  Henry    C,  deputy  quartermaster- 


GSNBRAL  DEPOTS    ESTABLISHED  BY  GENERAL  ORDERS  NO.  32,  HEADQUARTERS  OF  THE 

ARMY,   APRIL  8,   1869. 

New  York, — Ingalls,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Rufus,  assistant  quartermaster-general,  in  charge. 

Philadelphia  depot  of  the  Qtiartermaster's  Department. — Rucker,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Daniel 
H.,  assistant  quartermaster-general,  in  charge  ;  Dana,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  James  J., 
qaartermaster ;  Rodgers,  Capt.  John  F.,  military  store-keeper. 

Washingtony  D.  C. — Rockwell,  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Almon  F.,  assistant  quartermaster,  in 
charge. 

J^ersonville  depot  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department, — Ekin,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  James 
A.,  deputy  quartermaster-general,  in  charge ;  Barrett,  Capt.  Addison,  military  store- 
keeper. 

Of^  of  National  Cemeteries,  Washington^  D.  C, — Rockivell,  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Almon  F., 
assistant  quartermaster,  in  charge. 

MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  ATLANTIC. 

Headquarters,  New  York  City. — Easton,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Langdon  C,  assistant  quarter- 
master-general, chief  quartermaster  ;  Sawtelle,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  G.,  qiiarter- 
master,  New  York  City  ;  Dandy,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen  George  B.,  quartermaster,  Buffalo,  N. 
T.;  Janes,  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  W.,  assistant  quartermaster,  Baltimore,  Md. ;  Lee, 
Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  James  G.  C,  assistant  quartermaster,  Boston,  Mass. ;  on  leave  of  ah- 
sence;  Eckerson,  Bvt.  Maj.  Theodore  J.,  assistant  quartermaster,  Fort  Adams,  R.  I.; 
Atwood,  Bvt.  Maj.  Edwin  B.,  assistant  quartermaster,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. ;  Potter,  Capt. 
Beaben  M., military  store-keeper,  on  sick-leave;  Alligood,  Capt.  Charles  A.,  military 
store-keeper.  Fort  Wadsworth,  N.  Y. 

MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  SOUTH. 

HeadqnarterSf  Louisville,  JTy.— Tompkins,  Bvt,  Brig.  Gen.  Charles  H.,  deputy  "^uar- 
tennaster-General ;  chief  quartermaster. 

Department  of  the  South. 

Headquarters,  Louisville,  JTy.— Ekin,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  James  A.,  deputy  quarter- 
master-general, chief  quartermaster  ;  Belger,  Maj.  James,  quartermaster,  Atlanta, 
Ga.;  Foster,  Bvt.  Col.  Charles  W.,  assistant  quartermaster,  Charleston,  S.  C.,  on  sick- 
^ve;  Barstow,  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Simon  F.,  assistant  quartermaster,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THE  MISSOURI. 

Headquarters,  Chicago,  /ZZ.— Holabird,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Samuel  B.,  deputy  quarter- 
maater-general,  chief  quartermaster  ;  Moore,  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  James  M.,  quarter- 
master, Chicago,  111. ;  Grimes,  Bvt.  Maj.  Edward  B.,  assistant  quartermaster.  Saint 
Louis,  Mo. 

Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Headquarters,  Fort  Leavenworth,  JTan*.— Saxton,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Rufus,  deputy  quarter- 
master-geueral,  chief  quartermaster;  Belcher,  Bvt.  Maj.  John  H.,  assistant  quarter- 
master, chief  quartermaster  district  of  New  Mexico,  Santa  F6,  N.  Mex. ;  Kirk,  Capt. 
Ezra  B.,  assistant  quartermaster.  Fort  Dodge,  Kans.,  on  leave  of  absence;  Kimball, 
Capt.  Amos  S.,  assisrant  quartermaster,  Fort  Union,  N.  Mex.;  Hoyt,  Capt.  Charles  H., 
ttsistant  quartermaster.  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. ;  Blunt,  Bvt.  Col.  Asa  P.,  assistant 
quartermaster.  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  on  leave  of  abs  nee ;  HoU,  Capt.  George  A., 
military  store-keeper.  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. 

Department  of  the  Platte, 

Headquarters,  Omaha,  iVeftr.— Ludington,  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Marshall  L,  quartermaster, 
chief  quartermaster;  Robinson,  Bvt.  Maj.  Augustus  G.,  assistant  quartermaster. 
Omaha,  Nebr. ;  Gilliss,  Capt.  James,  assistant  quartermaster,  Cheyenne  depot,  Wyo. 
Ter.;  Livers,  Capt.  John,  military  store-keeper,  Omaha,  Nebr. 
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Department  of  Dakota, 

Headquarters^  Saint  Paulj  Minn. — Card,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen^  Benjamin  C,  quartermastx 
chief  quartermaster ;  Hughes,  M%j.  William  B.,  quartermaster,  Sioux  City,  low; 
Scully,  Bvt.  Col.  James  W.,  assistant  quartermaster,  Fort  Rice,  Dak.  Ter. ;  Marsha 
Capt.  James  M.,  assistant  quartermaster.  Fort  Ellis,  Mont.  Ter. 

Department  of  Texas. 

Headquarters^  San  Antonio,  Tex. — Perry,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Alexander  J.,  deputy  quarts 
master-general,  chief  quartermaster,  on  leave  of  absence;  Baker,  Capt.  Edward  I 
assistant  quartermaster,  San  Antonio,  Tex. ;  Strang,  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Edward  J.,  assic 
ant  quartermaster,  Dallas,  Tex. ;  Constable,  Capt.  Nathaniel  S.,  assistant  quarterma 
ter,  Kingsbury,  Tex. ;  Forsyth,  Bvt.  Mig.  Lewis  C,  assistant  quartermaster,  Fo 
Brown,  Tex. 

Department  of  the  Gulf. 

Headquarters,  New  Orleans,  La. — Potter,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  Joseph  A.,  quarter mast< 
chief  quartermaster  ;  McGonnigle,  Bvt.  Col.  Andrew  J.,  assistant  quartermaster,  Ne 
Orleans,  La. 

MILITARY  DIVISION  OF  THB  PACIFIC. 

Headquarters^  San  Francisco,  Cal. — Myers,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  William,  quartermastc 
chief  quartermaster. 

Department  of  California. 

Headquarters,  San  Francisco,  Cal, — Eddy,  Bvt.  Col.  Asher  R.,  deputy  quartermaste 
general,  engaged  in  the  adjustment  of  his  accounts  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.;  Myers,  Bv 
Brig.  Gen.  William,  quartermaster,  chief  quartermaster;  Martin,  Capt.  William  I 
military  store-keeper,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Dq^artment  of  Arizona. 

Headquarters,  Prescott,  Ariz.  Ter.— Chandler,  Bvt.  Col.  John  G.,  quartermaster,  chi 
quartermaster  ;  Bradley,  Capt.  George  W  ,  assistant  quartermaster,  Yuma  depot,  A.  T 
Smith,  Capt.  Gilbert  C,  assistant  quartermaster.  Camp  Grant,  A.  T. ;  Lord,  Bvt.  Ms 
James  H.,  assistant  quartermaster,  Tucson,  A.  T. ;  Simpson,  Capt.  John,  assistant  qua 
termaster,  Whipple  depot,  Prescott,  A.  T. 

Department  of  the  Columbia. 

Headquarters,  Portland,  Oreg. — Batchelder,  Bvt.  Col.  Richard  .N.,  quartermaste 
chief  quartermaster;  Weeks,  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  George  H.,  quartermaster,  Vancouv€ 
depot,  W.  T. 

MISCELXANEOUS. 

Allen,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Robert,  assistant  quartermaster-general,  San  Francisco,  Cal 
Quassigned;  Reynolds,  Bvt.  Lieut.  Col.  Charles  A.,  quartermaster,  under  orders  fo 
duty  as  chief  quartermaster  Department  of  Arizona,  on  sick  leave ;  Howell,  Bvt.  M^ 
William  T.,  assistant  quartermaster,  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  on  leave  of  absence ;  Furej 
Capt.  John  V.,  assistant  quartermaster,  on  duty  with  Gtiueral  Crook^s  expedition  againt 
hostile  Indians  ;  Campbell,  Capt  L.  E.,  assistant  quartermaster,  Fort  Wayne,  Mich.,  ui 
assigned;  Heintzelman,  Capt.  Charles  S.,  assistant  quartermaster,  Deuison,  Tex.,unai 
signed ;  Potter,  Capt.  Reuben  M.,  military  store-keeper,  on  sick-leave  at  Brooklyn,  N.  1 


C.—List  of  officers  on  duty  as  acting  assistant  quartermasters,  and  of  the  stations  at  whii 

they  have  served,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 


Names. 

Lineal  rank  and 
regiment 

Brevet 
rank. 

Stations. 

Time  during  year  on  dnty  a 
A.  A.  Q.  M. 

Abbott.  Li-  A 

l8t  It.  6tb  Cav  . 
IstltlBt  Cav.. 
Ist  It.  8th  Inf  . . 

Gamp  Grant,  ArlE    

Fort  Klamath,  Oreg    . . 

Gamp  Grant,  Ariz 

Port  Whipple,  Ariz  ... 

Whipple  Depot,  Ariz  . . 

Gamp  Mqjave.  Ariz 

Gamp  Halleck,  Nev 

Livingston,  Ala 

Fort  Canby,  Wash 

Oct.  28,  1875,  to  May  6.  1876, 
July  1,  1875,  to  May  31,  187< 
July  1  to  Oct.  28,  1875. 
July  1.  1875,  to  June  30.  187< 

July  1  to  Nov.  1,  1875. 
July  1  to  31, 1875. 
Feb.  1  to  June  1,  187i). 
Dec.  1 1 ,  1875,  to  June  30, 187( 
Feb.  29  to  June  30,  1876. 

Adams.  John  Q 

Adamn,  Frank  T 

Aldrich.  Bisbop 

Do 

Captain  . 

Ist  It.  4&  R.  Q. 

M.  8tb  Inf. 
....  do 

Allfin    WilllAm 

:2dlt.l2th  Inf.. 

Do 

do 

Afni^n    T^nfYitfkr  f^ 

Ist  It  2d  Inf  . . . 

Anderson.  H.  R 

Ist  lt4ihArt.. 

Q  UARTEBMASTEB-GENERAL. 
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C.—Li$i  of  officers  on  duty  as  acting  assistant  quartermasterSy  4^, — ContiDued. 


Nunea. 


Aodereon,  George  S. . . 

Aodertoo.  John 

Arnold,  Iiaae 


Artbir,  William 


Backo«,6.B  — 
Bmqo,  George  E  ■ 
Bicoo,  George  R 
Bidder,  WUliam  . 


Bailj.aM 

Barber,  Merritt 

Btfswd,  P.  P , 

Biraett,  C.  R 

Barrett,  Gregory,  jr  . 


Barrett,  W.W 

Baaoom,  GastsTtu  M. 

Bean,  J.  W 

BccK:  W. B  ......  ... 


Balfer.  E.A  ... 
Beoner.  H.  H  . . 

B««,aL 

Biibop,  John  8 
Bhmt,  8E 


Bryaat,  Collen. 


Bobb.John  W 

Bvn'haiD.D.R 

Borxtt,  J.  M 

Caltiaan.  Daniel  F  ... 

Camp.  EM 

Campbell,  W.J 

Capron,  Allyn 

Ca«ey,E.  W 

Cecil,  G^orgeR , 

Cbamberlaio.  L.A... 
Cbanw,  J.C 

Do 

Cba*,  G«org«  P 

Cktrrr.S.A 

Cbubb.C.  St.  John... 

Do 

Clark.  8.B 


Do 
Do 


CUfk.W.  P 

ClMko.W.L 

Do 

Clifford,  J.  C 

Do   

Coale.  John  H 

Coffin,  W.  H 

Cooke,  L.W 

Conrad,  C.  H 

Cooway.  William  . . 
Cornmaa,  Daniel  . . 
Cow»H  Calvin  D  . . 

Cubb.G.W 

^.  LoaU  A  .... 
wilgie.D.  J 

^'»fard.  Medorea 
^yerofl,  W.  T  ... 
C^wmo.  C.  C 
^"Ty.Jameg 


Lieeal  rank  and 
regiment. 


Ut  It.  6th  Cav  . 
9d  It.  18th  Inf.. 
Gapt.  Ordnance 


let  It  &  R.  Q. 

M.3d  Art. 
2d  It.  lat  Cav  . 
2d  It  16th  Inf. 
Istlt  IstCav.. 
litU.6thInf  . 


Bomoa.  Peter  S 

Booth,  Charles  A 

Boyd,O.B 

Bradley.  Jamei  H 

Briakcrhoir,  H.  R 

BrowD,  Rufiu  P 

Do 


Sd  It.  8th  Inf.. 
lit  It  t6th  Inf  . 
lit  It  5th Cav.. 
lat  It 5th  Art.. 
Ist  It  &  R.  Q. 

M.  10th  Inf. 
lat  It  16th  Inf 
Capt  13th  Inf. . 
lat  It  15th  Inf 
Ist  It.  St,  R.  Q. 

M.Sth  At 
lBtlt3d  Inf  . 
lat  It  18th  Inf 
lat  It  lat  Art . 
lat  It  13tb  Inf 
IstU.Ord 


Brevet 

rank. 


Miyor 


Captain 


M^jor . . 


Ltool. 


Station. 


Ma^oT . . . 


2d  It  lat  Cav  . 
2d  It  lat  Inf  . 
lat  It  8tb  Cav 
1st  It  7th  Inf. . 
Ist  It  15th  Inf 
2d  It  4th  Inf. . 
...do  


Capt  Ordnance 


Ist  It 
IstU. 
lat  It 
Istlt 
lat  It 
lat  it. 
lat  It 
2d  It 
2d  It 
lat  It 
lat  It 
..do 
2d  It 
2dU. 
2d  It 
...do 
1st  It 
M., 
...do 


4th  Inf.. 
15th  Inf 
17th  Inf 
lat  Inf  . . 
12th  Inf 
22d  Inf. 
lat  Art .. 
22dlnf  ., 
13th  Inf. 
lat  Art.. 
17th  Inf 


3d  Cav  . 
23d  Inf . 
I7th  Inf. 


2d  Inf. 


.do 


lat  It  2d  Cav  . 
lat  It  23d  Inf 

...do  

Capt  Ordnance 

...  do 

2d  It.  2d  Cav  . 
2d  U.  5th  Art. 
2d  It  3d  lot  .. 
lat  It  15th  Inf 
lat  It  22d  Inf. 
ad  It  2lHt  Inf. 
2d  It  23d  Inf  . 
lat  It  5th  Art. 
2d  It  6th  Cav. 
lat  It  &.  R.  Q. 
M.,  12th  Inf. 
lat  It  2d  Art  . 
lat  It  7th  Cav 
Ist  It  lat  Cav. 
lat  It  5th  Art. 


CaptcJn 


Captain 
— do  ... 


....do 


Camp  Apache,  Aria  . . . 

Greenville,  S.  C 

Indianapolis  Arsenal, 
Ind. 

Fort  Hamilton,  New 
York  Harbor. 

Fort Colville,  Wash  ... 

Frankfort,  Ky 

Camp  Harney,  Oreg... 

Standing  Rock  Agen- 
cy, Dak. 

Camp  Apache,  Ariz  ... 

Lancaater,  Ky 

Fort  Haya,  Kans 

Saint  Augustine,  Fla. .. 

Fort  McKavett,  Tex... 

Lebanon.  Ky 

Bayou  Sara,  La 

Fort  Craig,  N.  Hex  ... 
Charleston,  8.C 


Captain 
Captain 


M^jor . 


Plneville,  La   

YorkvUle,8.C 

Fort  Preble.  Me 

Holly  Springs,  Miss 

Frank  ford       Arsenal, 

Philadelphia.  Pa. 
Fort  Colville,  Wash  . . . 

Fort  Sully,  Dak 

Fort  Bayard,  N.  Mex  . . 

Fort  Benton.  Mont 

Fort  Wingate,  N.  Mex 
Fort  Fred  Steele,  Wyo. 
Camp  at  mouth  of  Red 

Cahon,  Wyo. 
Watertown      Arsenal, 

Maaa. 

Fort  Bridger,  Wyo 

Fort  Stanton,  N.  Mex  . . 
Fort  A.  Lincoln,  Duk.. 

Fort  Sully,  Dak 

Camp  HHtleck,  Nev.... 

Fort  Brady,  Mich 

Fort  Tnimbull,  Conn  . . 

Fort  Gratiot  Mich 

Baton  Rouge,  La 

Fori  Warren,  Maas 

Bismarck,  Dak 

Port  Gibson,  Miss 

Ft.  D.  A.  Rusaell,  Wyo 

....  do  

Bismarck,  Dak 

Camp  Hancock,  Dak  .. 
Mobile.  Ala 

Mount      VerroM     Bar- 
rack h,  AIh. 
Atlanta,  Gh 


Fort  Sanders,  Wyo 

Genoa,  Nebr 

Fort  MoPberson,  Nebr . 
Benicia  Arsenal,  Cal . .. 

, do 

Camp  Stambaugh,  Wyo 
Saint  Augustine.  Fla. .. 
Saint  Martinsville.  La  . 
Fort  Selden,  N.  Mex... 

FortGraUot  Mich 

Fort  Boine,  Idaho 

North  Platte.  Nebr 

Fort  Barrancas,  Fla  . .. 
Camp  McDowell,  Ariz  . 
Angel  Inland,  CaJ 


Fort  Macon,  N.  C 

FortTotten,  Dak 

St  Lonia,  Barracks,  Mo 
Fort  Monroe,  Va 


Time  during  the  year  on  duty 
as  A.  A.  Q.  M. 


July  23  to  Oct  1,  1875. 
Sept  1, 1875,  to  May  1,  1876. 
July  10  to  Oct  31,  1875. 

July  1  to  July  31,  1875. 

Feb.  29  to  June  30.  1876. 
July  1.  1875,  to  May  27, 1876. 
July  1  to  August  31,  1875. 
July  1,  1875.  to  June  30. 1876. 

Do. 
July  1, 1875,  to  May  27.  1876. 
June  1  to  July  15,  1876. 
Dec.  2  to  Dec.  16, 1875. 
July  1,  1875,  to  June  30, 1876. 

July  1,  1875,  to  June  24, 1876. 
April  14  to  May  18,  1876. 
Aug.  16.  1875,  to  June  30. 1876. 
March  31  to  June  30, 1876. 

July  I  to  July  31,  1875. 
July  1.  1875.  to  June  30, 1676. 
Dec.  15, 1875,  to  June  30, 1876. 
July  1.  1875.  to  June  19, 1876. 
July  1.  1875,  to  June  30. 1876. 

July  1  to  July  21.  1875. 
July  20  to  Nov.  28,  1875. 
July  k  to  Dec.  13,  1875. 
July  1  to  Sept  1,  1875. 
Nov.  25,  1875,  to  June  30. 1876. 
Jan.  11  to  April  1,  1876. 
June  17  to  June  30, 1876. 

July  1  to  Nov.  15,  1875. 

July  1  to  Sept  1,  1875. 
July  1    1875.  to  Apr.  20,  1876. 
May  1  to  June  30,  1876. 
July  1  to  July  20,  1875. 
Nov.  17,  1875,  to  Feb.  1, 1876. 
July  1  to  July  5, 1875. 
Dec.  9,  1875.  to  June  30, 1876. 
July  1  to  Oct  1,1875. 
Dec.  8,  1875.  to  June  16, 1876. 
Jan.  1  to  Apr.  21, 1876. 
July  8,  to  Aug.  30, 1875. 
Feb.  14,  to  June  30,  1876. 
July  1,  to  Sept  24.  1875. 
Feb.  16,  to  Apr.  27,  1876. 
Oct  11.  1875,  to  June  30,  1876. 
Oct  21,  1875,  to  June  30,  1876. 
July  I,  to  Aug.  8,  1875. 

Aug.  13,  to  Nov.  15,  1875. 

Nov.  28, 1875,  to  Jan.  16, 1876. 

and  from  Feb.  11,  to  June 

30,1876. 
June  6  to  June  13,  1876. 
July  1  to  Aug.  31. 1875. 
May  11  to  June  30,  1876. 
July  1  to  Nov.  I,  1875.. 
Mav  12.  to  May  31, 1876. 
Nov.  2, 1875,  to  June  30. 1376. 
Dec.  16, 1875,  to  June  30, 1876. 
July  I.  1875.  to  June  30, 1876. 
July  31,  1875.  to  Apr.  4,  1876. 
Oct  1. 1875.  to  June  30.  1876. 
Nov.  30,  1875,  to  June  30,  1876. 
July  1.  1875.  to  June  30.  1876. 
Apr.  30,  t(i  June  30,  1876. 
Nov.  8.  1875,  to  June  30.  1876. 
July  1  to  Sept  28, 1875. 

Sept  17, 1875.  to  June  30, 1876. 
Nov.  11, 1875.  to  Mar.  1, 1876. 
Deo.  9. 1875.  to  June  30, 1876. 
Mar.  10  to  May  2,  1876. 
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C. — List  ofofficen  an  duty  ae  acting  assistant  quartermasters ,  ^c. — ContiDned. 


Names. 


Luhn,  Gerald  L 

Lnndeen,  John  A .... . 

Lyle,  DavM  A 

Lyon,  M.  W 

MacNatt  Ira 

Maize,  William  R.... 

Mann,  Wiliiam  A 

MaTBteller.  J.  8 

MHtile,  L.  A  , 

McCleave,  William.., 


MeClare,  Cbarlei. 


McConIhe,  Samuel  . . . 
McDermott.  George.. 
McFarland,  W.  C... 

McOilrray,  John 

McGinne**,  John  R  . . 

McKeever.  Samuel... 
McNutt,  John...     ... 

Mellen.  A.  H 

Merrill,  A.  H , 

MIchaeliM,  O.  E 

Miller,  W.  A '. 


Miller,  C.  P 

Mitcham,  O.  B  . 
Mills.  Frank  H. 

Do 

MUtlmore,  A.  B 

Do 


Moore.  H.  D.  W.. 
Morrison,  T.  W  . . 
Morrison,  John  T. 


Morton,  Alfred. 


MosR,  H.N 

Nixon,  John  B. 


Noble,  Charles  A.... 
Norton,  Charles  C  . . . 
Norwood,  Randolph. 
Nowlan,  Henry  J  ... 


O'Brien,  L.  M 


O'Connell,  John  J. 


Ogle,  Alexander. 
Olmsted,  J.  A... 


Orleman.  L.  H 
OKgood,  H.  B.. 
Palmer,  G.H.. 
Pardee,  J.  U  .. 


Payne,  John  A.... 

Do 

Pease,  W.  B 

Pearson,  Daniel  C. 
Penney,  Charles  G 

Peshine,  J.  H.  H  .. 
Phelps,  F.  E 


Pierce,  F.E. 


Pitman,  John 

Poland,  M  L 

Potts,  RamMey  D . . 
Powell,  James  W  . 
Qaentin,  J.  E  ..... 
-Qnlmby,  H.  R..... 

Qainan,  W.  R 

Qnlnby,  Ira 


Lineal  rank  and 
regiment 


Brevet 
rank. 


1st  It.  4th  Inf..  I  Captain 

1st  It.  4th  Art.. I 

Ist  ItOrdnancej 

1st  It.  Ordnance' 

2d  It.  3d  Art... ( 

iHt  It.  3'Hh  Inf. 
2d  It^  17th  Inf. 
2d  It  24th  Inf. 
Istltllthlnf. 
Capt8thCav. 


Captain 


Capt  aom.  sab 

1st  It  14th  Inf. . 
lHtlt,5thInf  .. 
2d  It.  16th  Inf.. 
iHtltSd  Art. .. 
CaptOrd 


M^Jor . . . 
Lt  col. 


1st  It  2d  Inf  . . 
Lt  coL  Ord . . . 
2d  It  8d  Art. . 
Ut  It  Ist  Art  . 

Capt  Ord 

1st  It  18th  Inf. 

Ifitlt4th  Art. 

2d  It  4th  Art  . 

Sd  It.  24th  Inf. 

do 


Captain  . 
Major... 

Captain 
Colonel 


1st  It  1st  Art 
do 


2d  It  21  St  Inf  .. 
Ut  It  16th  Inf. 
iMt  It  Si,  R.  Q. 

M.  10th  Cav. 
1st  It.  A  R.  Q. 

M.  9th  Inf. 
1st  It  iKtCav.. 
l»t  it  &  R  Q. 

M.24th  Inf. 
Ist  It  16th  Inf.. 
2d  It  Ist  Cav  .. 
1st  It  2d  Cav  .. 
Ist  It  &,  R.  Q. 

M.  7th  Cav. 
1st  it.  17th  Inf.. 


2d  It  1st  Inf 


2d  It  nth  Inf., 
1st  It  Sc  R.  Q. 

M.  I. 3th  Inf. 
Ist  It  lOthCav 
1st  It  3d  Art... 
1st  It  16th  Inf.. 
2d  It  23d  Inf... 


dd  It  19th  Inf.. 

...do 

Ut  It  9th  Inf.. 
2d  It  2d  Cav... 
1st  It  Si,  R.  Q. 

M.  6th  Infl 
Sd  It  13th  Inf.. 
2d  It  8th  Cav.. 


1st  It  Sc  R.  Q. 

M.  Ist  Int 
1st  It  Ordnance 
Capt  Ordnance 
1st  It  3d  Art... 
1st  It  8th  Inf.. 
ist  It  1 4th  Inf.. 
Ut  It.  S5th  Iiif. 
1st  It  4«h  Art  . 
1st  It  ^  R.  Q. 

M.  nth  Inf. 


Captain 


Qulnn,  Thomoi  F 1  Capt  4th  Inf. 


Station. 


Time  during  the  year  on  datj 
as  A.  A  Q.  M. 


Fort  Fetterman,  Wvo.. 
Fort  Wrangel.  Alaska.. 
Benicfa  Arsenal.  Cal  .. 
Allegheny  Arsenal.  Pa. 
Fort  Wadsworth,  N.  Y. 

Fort  Seward,  Dak 

Fort  Wadsworth,  Dak. 

Fort  Dnnenn.  Tex 

Fort  Griffin.  Tex 

Purchasing  cav.  horses 
in  the  Dept.  of  Texas. 
Sioux  City,  Iowa 


Ogden.Utah 

Fort  Riley.  Kans 

Lebanon,  Ky 

Fort  Macon,  N.  C 

Watertown     Ananal, 
Mass. 

Mobile.  Ala 

Columbus  Aniena1,Ohio . 
Fort  Johnston.  N.  C . . . 
Saint  Augustine,  Fla  . 
Allegheny  Arsenal,  Pa 
Greenville,  S.  C , 


West  Point,  N.  Y 

Fort  Canby,  Wanh 

Ringgold  Barracks,  Tex . 
Fort  McIntOMh,  Tex.... 

Savannah,  Ga 

Plattsburg     Barracks, 

N.Y. 
Fort  Wrangel.  Alaska. 

Little  Rock.  Ark    

Fort  Concho,  Tex 


Fort  Laramie,  Wvo.. 

Fort  Lapwal,  Idaho.. 
Fort  Brown,  Tex..., 


Humboldt.  Tenn 

Camp  McDermitt  Ner . 

Fort  Sanders,  Wyo 

Fort  A.  Lincoln,  Dak  .. 

Fort  Wadsworth,  Dak 

Lower  Bru16  Agency, 

Dak. 
Port  Abererombie,  Dak 
New  Orleans,  La 


Fort  Griffin,  Tex 

Fort  Ontario.  N.Y 

NaMhvUle,  Tenn 

In  the  field,  Camp  on 
8Hg«  Creek,  Wyo. 

Port  Hays,  Kans 

Fort  Lamed,  Kans  .... 
Camp  Robinson,  Nebr. . 
Fort  Fred  Steele,  Wyo 
Fort  Buford,  Dak 

McComb  City,  MIsi 

Divliilon  No.  2,  military 
telegraph  •  construc- 
tion party. 
Fort  Randall,  Dak 


Watervllet  Arsenal,  N.Y 
Benicia  Arsenal.  Cal... 

Fort  Wood,  N.Y 

Camp  Lowell,  Ariz  .... 
0am p  Douglas,  Utah  .. 

Fort  Davis.  Tex 

Sitka,  Alaska 

Fort  Richardson,  Tex.. 

Camp  Brown,  Wyo.... 


July  1  to  Aug.  5.  1875. 
July  I  to  Aug.  17.  1875. 
Nov.  1,  1675.  to  May  12.  1876. 
Nnv.  26,  1875,  to  June  .'W,  1876b 
July  I  lo  Nov.  24.  1875. 
Aug.  21,  1875,  to  June  30. 1876. 
Dec  1,  1875.  to  June  1.  1876. 
April  7  to  May  16.  1876. 
Mar.  1  to  June  30.  1876. 
April,  1876,  to 

Julv2  to  Oct.  6, 187S,  and  from 

Nov.  5  to  Dec.  5,  1875. 
July  15  to  Nov.  16.  1875. 
July  1,  1875.  to  June  30.  1876. 
June  24  to  June  30,  1876. 
July  1  to  Sept.  17.  1875. 
Nov.  15,  1875,  to  June  30,  1876. 

Sept  13, 1875,  to  June  30, 1876. 
July  1  to  Oct  I,  1875. 
June  16  to  June  3U.  1876. 
July  1  to  Dec.  2,  187.5. 
July  1  to  Nov.  26.  ItCI 
July  8  to  Sept  15.  187S,  and 
from  May  I  to  June  30. 1876. 
Jnlv  1,  I87.\  to  June  30.  1876^ 
July  1.  1875,  to  Feb.  29,  1876. 
July  1  to  Oct  26.  1875. 
Nov.  30.  1875.  to  June  30, 1876. 
July  16  to  Dec  I.  I87ii 
Dec  9,  1875,  to  June  30,  1876. 

Aug.  17, 1875,  to  June  30, 1876. 

July  1  to  July  4,  1875. 

July  1,  1875,  to  June  30,  187& 

July  1,  1875,  to  June  30.  1876. 

Oct  23,  1875,  to  Jan.  19,  187a 
July  1,  1875,  to  June  30,  1876. 

June  30. 1875,  to  June— ,1876. 
July  1,  1875.  to  June  30.  1876. 
June  13  to  June  30.  1876. 
July  1,  1875,  to  May  1,  1876. 

July  1  to  Dec.  I,  1875, and  from 

Jnne  1  to  June  .30,  1876. 
July  1,  1875,  to  June  16.  1876. 

July  26  to  Sept  .10.  1875. 
July  1.  1875,  to  June  30.  I876L 

Nov.  27,  1875.  to  Mar.1.  1876. 
July  1,  1875.  to  Jnne  3U,  1876. 
May  31  to  June  30,  1876. 
June  15  to  June  30,  187f. 

July  1  to  Aug.  95,  1875. 
May  I  to  June  30.  1876. 
Oct  31,  1875.  to  Jan.  I.  1878. 
July  1  to  Nov.  24,  1875. 
July  1,  1875,  to  Jnne  30, 167& 

March  2  to  April  14,  1876. 
Nov.  26,  1875,  to  Mar.  31, 1876. 


July  1,  1875,  to  June  30, 187& 

July  I  to  Oct  1,1875. 
Jnne  1  to  Jure  TO.  1876. 
July  I,  1875.  to  June  :iU,  187& 
July  1  to  Oct  30,  1875. 
Feb.  12  to  June  30.  1876. 
July  1,  1875.  to  June  30,  1878. 
July  I,  1875,  to  May  31, 1876. 
July  1, 1875,  to  June  30,  1876b 

May  1  to  Jane  30,  187& 


QUARTERMASTER-QENERAL. 
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C. — List  ofoficen  on  duty  a»  acting  assistant  quartermasters,  <fc. — Continaed. 


Names. 


lUD<Utl,E.L.... 
Kawoll*.  W.C... 
RM<I.HafhT.... 

RMd,  W.I 

H«dy.  W.J 

Rdllf.  Bernftrd  . . 
RejBolds,  Alft^d. 

Rbeem.  G.  B 

Sic«,WiiiiamF.. 


Ricbardii,  W.  V  . . 
Riiey.  Tboronii  F  . 
Ritxiiu,  Henry  P , 
Roach.  George  H , 
Koberti,  B.K.... 


RobhstoD,  T.  B , 

Robinioo,  H.  E  ..... 
Rockefeller.  C.M.... 
Rockwell,  C.U 


Do 


Rodfera,  Alexmnder. . . 

RodgermC.P 

R»,  ChArienF 

Rom.  John  M 

RdDlldT.  W.C 

Rflwril,  Ch«ie«  W 

Rocker.  LoDbU 


Rahlen.  George 

HoMs-U.  E.M  .. 

Do 


Ratherford,  R.  O. 

Saabom,  W.  I 

Rawm,  Hennr  B. 
8»xion,lLW 

Do 

Scutliog,  John  C 

Do   , 

Seloyler.  W.8  .. 
^wti,  J Ahn ...... 

Swt,  Walters.., 
Skaw,  Richard  a. 

Do 

SMby,  UaacO.. 
Sbelion,  E.  H  .... 
SiniMOD,  John.... 


Li&eal  rank  and 
regiment. 


Brevet 
rank. 


I^iwni.  Jamae  F 
Saitb,  Lewis 


ftailh.O.  W 

Saitb.  Theodnre . . . 
8p«f«»B,  William  P 
Stafford,  8.B 


Do 

StaaioB,  William. 
Do 

Slwttog,  W.8... 


Do 

Stasia.  George  W 
8f««Tpr,  EZ..Jr  . 
StevcnaoB,  J.D.. 


Do 

J^art  WUllam  F 
*a«,  Daniel  F,.... 

»««ie.E.W  ....... 

Story,  John  P 


8to«ek,G.W.H.... 

Do _ 

JtvckSamnelD Col.  7th  Car .. . 

BtaMrhajcfl,  J.  W. . . i  Ut  It,  eth  Inf 


M  It  5th Inf.. . 
iBtlt.SdCav.. 
2dlt.  latlnf  ... 
lilt  It.  7th  Inf  .. 
Utlt.  S3dlnf.. 
iMtlLSthCav.. 
2d  It.  90th  Inf. . 
lat  It. 31  it  Inf.. 
Ut  It  Sc  R.  Q. 

M.  23d  Inf. 
Ut  It  16th  Inf.. 
lit  It  Slut  Inf.. 
iHtltaSthlnf.. 
Sdlt  ntblnf.. 
IstltStb  Art.. 


liK  It  19th Inf.. 
2d  It 4th  Inf... 
2d  It  9th  Inf... 
lat  It  A  R    Q. 

M.  5th  CaT. 
....do 


2d1t  4thCaT.. 
Nt  lt.MhCav  . 
2dlt2dCav... 
lit  It  2 lit  Inf.. 
2dlt8tblnf... 
2d  It  2d  Inf.... 
Ist  It  &  R.  Q. 

M.  9th  Cav. 
2d  It  17th  Inf.. 
lit  It  lit  Art.. 
...do  


lit  It  12th  Inf  . 
lit  It.  S5th  Inf . 
2d  It.  2d  Inf  ... 
lit  It  24th  Inf . 

...do  

Ist  it  2d  Art... 

...do  

2d  It  5th  Cat.. 
2d  It.  4th  Inf.. 
2d  It  2Sth  Inf. . 
1st  It  1st  Art.. 

...do 

2d  It  16th  Inf.. 
2d  It  lit  Car., 
lit  It  4th  Art.. 


9d  It  3d  OaT 
1st  It  3d  Art. 


8d  It  9th  Cav. 
2d  It  15th  Inf. 
Istlt2litlaf. 
lit  It  Sc  R.  Q. 
M.  15th  Inf. 

...do 

1st  U.  2d  Art . 

...do 

Istlt  Ord.... 


...do 

lit  It  14th  Inf 
2d  It  3d  Cav  . 
1st  It  eth  Cav 


...do  

1st  It  4th  Art. 
8d  It  imh  lof . 
1stlt2lMtInf. 
Ist  it.  4th  Art. 


Captain 


Captain 


Captain 
...do  .. 


Captidn 


Lt.  col 


Ist  It  3d  Inf. 
.do 


Stations. 


MaJGen. 
Captain  . 


Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  T.... 

Camp  Brown,  Wyo 

Fort  Sully,  Dak 

Camp  Baker,  Mont .... 

Port  Porter,  N.  Y 

FortGibwn,  Ind.  T 

Port  Totten.  Dak 

Fort  Boine,  Idaho 

Omaha  Barracks,  Nebr. 

Nashville,  Tenn 

Camp  Harney,  Oreg  . . . 
Fort  Stockton,  Tex.... 

Bismarck,  Dak 

Fort    Independence, 

Mhsh. 
Fort  Wallace,  Kans.... 
Fort  Fetterman,  Wyo.. 
Camp  Sheridan,  Neor.. 
Fort  Hays,  Kans 

Board  of  officers  for 
the  purchase  of  cav- 
alry horMes. 

Port  Sill,  Ind.  T 

Camp  Bowie,  Ariz 

Fort  Ellis,  Mont 

Fort  Townaend.  Wash  . 

Camp  McDowell.  Ariz. 

Mount  Vernon,  Ala.... 

Fort  Clark,  Tex 

Cheyenne  Agency,  Dak 
Fort  Barrancas,  Fla  . . . 
Fort     Independence, 

Mass. 
Fort  Columbus,  N.  Y  .. 
Fort  Qnltman,  Tex.... 

Hnntsville,  Ala  

Fort  Mcintosh,  Tex .... 
Ringgold  Barracks,  Tex 

Marion,  N.C 

Morganton,  N.  C 

Fort  Haya,  Kans 

Fort  Bridger,  Wyo  .... 

Port  Bliss,  Tex 

Key  West,  Fla 

Fort  Warren.  Mass 

VickHbnrg.  Miss 

Fort  Lapwai,  Idahn.... 
Presidio  San  Francisco, 

Cal. 
Fort  McPherson,  Nebr. 
Madison     Barra  c  k  s , 

N.Y. 
Fort  Bavard.  N.  Mex  . . 
Fort  Selden,  N.  Mex . . . 
Fort  Vancouver,  Wash- 
Fort  Garland,  Colo .... 

Fort  WIngate,  N.  Mex  . 

Raleigh,  N.C 

Fort  Johnston,  N.C... 
Indianapolis    Arsenal, 

Ind. 
Rock  Island  Arsenal,  III 

Ogden,  Utah 

Sidney  Barracks.  Nebr. 
Batulion  8th  Cavalry, 

en  roHU  from  Dep't 

of  Texas  to  N.  Mex. 

Fort  Duncan,  Tex 

Yerba  Bnena  Island,  Cai 

Auitin.  Tex 

Fort  Walla  Walla,  Wash 
In  the  field;   Captain 

Bernard's  expedition. 

New  Orleans,  La 

McComb  City.  Miss 

St.  Louis  Barracks,  Mo. 
Ehrenberg,  Ariz 


Time  during  the  year  on  daty 
as  A.  A.  Q.  M. 


June  5  to  June  30, 1876. 
July  I  to  Sept.  30,  1875. 
Dec  1,  1875.  to  May  14. 1876. 
July  1,  1875,  to  June  30,  1876. 

Do. 
May  29  to  June  5,  1876. 
March  1  to  June  30.  1876. 
July  1  to  Nov.  30,  1875. 
July  I,  1875,  to  June  30,  1876. 

May  1  to  May  31.  1876. 
Ang.  31, 1875.  to  June  30, 1876. 
July  1,  1875.  to  .Inne  30,  1876. 
Sept  15  to  Oct.  7,  1875. 
July  I  to  Dec.  28,  1875. 

July  1.  1875.  to  June  30.  1876. 
Ang.  5.  1875,  to  June  30, 1876. 
July  1  to  Nov.  20.  1815. 
Ang.  25,  1875,  to  Mar.  31, 1876. 

Apr.  84  to  Jane  30, 1876. 


Jane  25  to  Jane  30,  1876. 

July  1  to  Jnly  15.  1875. 

Nov.  24, 1875,  to  Mar.  27, 1876. 

Aug.  1-2,  1875,  to  June  30, 1876. 

July  1  to  Nov.  8,  1875. 

Nov.  15,  1875,  to  June  30, 1876. 

Sept  18, 1875,  to  Jan.  31, 1876. 

Jnly  1, 1875.  to  June  30, 1876. 

Jnly  1  to  Dec  15,  1875. 

Dec  28,  1875,  to  June  30, 1876. 

July  1,  1875,  to  June  30,  1876. 
Jnly  1,  1875,  to  Mar.  31,  1876. 
Jnly  1,  1875.  to  June  30,  1876. 
July  1  to  Nov.  30, 1875. 
Dec  27,  1875.  to  Feb.  19,  1676. 
July  1  to  July  16, 1875. 
July  16,  1875,  to  June  30, 1876. 
May  11  to  May  31,  1876. 
Sept  1.  1875.  to  Jane  30, 1876. 
July  1  to  Sept  27,  1875. 
Jnly  1  to  Dec.  16.  1875. 
April  21  to  June  30,  1876. 
Feb.  27  to  Jane  30,  1876. 
Oct  I  to  Oct  23,  1875. 
July  I  to  Aug.  1,  1875. 

July  1,  1875.  to  May  11. 1876. 
July  1,  1875,  to  June  30,  1876. 

Dec  13,  1875.  to  June  30, 1876. 
Mav  8  to  June  30,  1876. 
July  1,  1875,  to  June  30,  1876. 
Jaly  1  to  Sept  1,  1875. 

Oct  6  to  Nov.  25.  1875. 
July  1  to  Got  21.  1875. 
April  24  to  June  16, 1876. 
Jnly  L  to  July  10,  1875. 

Nov.  10. 1875.  to  Jane  30, 1876. 
July  I  to  Jaly  15.  1875. 
July  1  to  Dec.  1,  1875. 
April  16, 1876,  to 


May  16  to  Jane  30,  1876. 
April  —  to  Jane  30.  1876. 
July  1  to  Nov.  17.  1875. 
July  1,  1875.  to  June  30.  1876L 
Dec.  27, 1875,  to  Jan.  31,  1876. 

Nov.  24.  1875,  to . 

April  29  to  Jane  30.  1876. 

Sept  6  to  Oct  30.  1875. 

July  \,  1975,  lo  a\aLU«  ^,\^rt^ 
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C. — JAsi  of  officers  on  duty  as  acting  assistant  quarttnnasitrSf  fc, — CoDtinned. 


NameM. 


Lineal  rankand 
regiment. 


Brevet 
rank. 


Swigert,  S.  M.. 
TaMin,  A.  G.. 
Tear,  Waliace. 
TheUer,  E.  R.. 


ThiM,  Frederick 
Tbomai,  E.  D... 
Thorn  p«on,  R.  E. 
TliompROD,  J.  a. 
Do. 


Thome,  Piatt  M. 


Tiemon,  John  L... 
Troxel,  ThomaiiO- 

Tapper,  T.C 


Tnmer,  \v.  J. •■«•■•«. 

Ulio.  Jametf 

VaIoi^  OustaTui 

Vogded,  A.W 

Do 

Von  Schrader,  Fred'k. 
Wager,  Bamet 


Walker,  L.H.. 
Wallace.  W.  M 

Do 

Ward,  F.K  .... 


Ward,  Henry  C 
Do 


Ward,  E.W 

Warrens,  C.  H  ..... 


lit  It  2d  Car  .. 
Std  It.  mh  Inf. . 
Ut  It.  25th  Inf. 
iHt  It  21st  Inf. . 


2dlt3dlnf  .. 
IstltSthCav 
2d  It.  6th  Inf. . 
1st  It  24th  Inf 
do 


lstltandR.Q. 

M.,22dlnf. 
1st  It  3d  Art... 
1  suit  and  R.Q. 

M.,17!hlnt 
Capt  6th  Cav  . 


2d  It  2d  Inf... 
lMtlt2dInf  ... 
lBtlt9thCaT.. 
1st  it  5th  Art.. 

do 

2d  It  12th  Inf.. 
1st  It,  d:  R.Q. 

M. 2d  Art. 
1st  it  15th  Inf. 
lstlt6tbCav.. 

....do 

Istitlst  Cav.. 


1st  It.  &  R.Q. 

M.  16th  Int 
...do , 


Do 

Waters.  B.  N ..., 

Weaver,  E.  M.,jr  .... 
Webster,  John  IfcA., 
Webitter,  George  O. . . 

Weeks.  H.S 

Weir,  W.B 


Wesendorf,  Max. 


Do 

WetherUl.  A.M  .. 
Williams,  C.  A.... 
Whitney.  John... 
Whittemore,  J.  M. 
Whyte,  Frederick 


Williams,  Arthur. 
Williams,  W.  M  . . 
Wilson,Oeorge  S.. 
Winters,  W.  H... 


Do 

Wltherill,C.T. 


Ist  It  5(h  Cav  . 

lstlt,&  R.Q. 
M.   14th  Int 


....do  

2d  It.  15th  Inf. 
2d  it  2d  Art.. 
2d  It.  22d  Inf. . 
1st  It 4th  Inf.. 
Istlt8tb  Cav. 
IstltOrd  .... 


Ist  It  Ist  Cav 


....do 

1st  It  6th  Inf.. 
2d  It  21  St  Inf  .. 
1st  It  nth  Inf.. 

MaJ.Ord 

Capt  and  O.S.K 


Colonel 


Lt  col  . . 


Do 

Wood,  O.E 

Woodbury.  Thomas  C 
Wotberspoon,  W.  W... 


2d  It  3d  Inf..., 
2dltl9tb  Inf.. 
2dltl2lhlnf.. 
lstlt,&R.Q. 
.  M.  1st  Cav. 

...do  

1st  It,  19th  Inf 


Wright  E.  M. 


Wygant,  Henry  . 
Yeckley,  J.  A  ... 
Yonng,  Daniel  J. 


....do 

Istlt.  5th  Art. 
2d  It  1 6th  Inf.. 
2d  It  12th  Inf.. 


1st  It.  Ord 


2d  It  24th  Inf.. 
1st  It.  20th  Inf  . 
Captand  O.S.K 


Station. 


Camp  Stambaugh,  Wyo. 
Camp  Mojave,  Ariz.... 

Fort  Bliss,  Tex 

Fort  Lapwai,  Idaho. . . . 

Coushatta,  La 

Prepcott  Aiiz 

Fort  Stevenson,  Dak  .. 
Newport  Barracks,  Ky. 
Columbus     Barracks, 

Ohio. 
Fort  Wayne.  Mich 

Fort  Niagara,  N.  Y 

Fort  Abercrombie,  Dak. 

Detachment  6th  Cav> 
airy  in  the  field. 

Mobile,  Ala 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.... 

Fort  Duncan.  Tex 

Key  Went  Fla 

Tampa,  Fla 

Angel  Itiland,  C«l 

Fort  McHenry,  Md  .... 

Port  Wingate,  N.  Mex  . 

Camp  Bowie,  Ariz 

St  Louis  Barracks,  Mo. 
San    Diego   Barracks, 

Cal. 
Nashville,  Tenn 

Newport  Barracks,  Ky. 

Camp  on  San  Carlos, 

Ariz. 
Camp  Douglas,  Utah  .. 


Ogden,  Utah 

Fort  Garland.  Colo ... 

FortFoote.  Md 

Fort  Mackinac.  Mich  . 

Camp  Brown,  Wyo... 

Fort  McRae,  N.  Mex. .. 

WatervUet  Arsenal, 
N.Y. 

Co.  I,  Irt  Car.,  on  ex- 
pedition into  South- 
eastern California. 

Camp  Halleck,  Nev..., 

Fort  Stevenson,  Dak  . . 

Fort  Townsend,  Wash 

Fort  GrifBn,  Tex 

Kennebec  Arsenal,  Me 

Washington  Arsenal, 
D.C. 

Pinevllle,  La 

Fort  Elliott  Tex 

Camp  Mojave,  Ariz  .... 

Camp  Bidwell,  Cal 

Benicia Barracks,  Cal.. 

Cantonment  on  Sweet- 
water, Tex. 

Fort  Elliott  Tex 

Fort  Barrancas,  Fla  . . . 

Little  Rock,  Ark 

Camp  Independence, 
Cal 

Roe  k  Island  Arsenal, 
111. 

Ringgold  Barrscks,  Tex 

Fort  Seward,  Dak 

St  Louis  Arsenal,  Mo.. 


Time  during  the  year  on  dca 
as  A.  A.  Q.  M. 


July  1  to  Nov.  2,  I875u 
Aug.  1  to  Aug.  31,  1875. 
Sept  27, 1875,  to  June 30, 18: 
July  1  to  Oct  1,  1875,  and  fro 

Jan.  19  to  June  30, 1876. 
July  I  to  Dec  20.  1875. 
Sept.  2, 1875.  to  June  30,  187 
July  1  to  Julv  7,  1875. 
July  1  to  Nov.  19.  1875. 
Nov.  19, 1875,  to  Jane  30, 181 

July  1,  1875,  to  June  30,  187 

July  1.  1875.  tn  June  30.  187 
Sept  30, 1875,  to  June  30,  iff 

July  25  to  Sept  6,  1875. 

Aug.  8  to  S^ept  13,  1873^ 
July  1,  1875,  to  Jane  30.  1P7 
July  1.  187.5,  to  April  7,  187 
Dec  16,  1S7.5,  to  May  89,  181 
May  29  to  June  30,  1876. 
Sept  28,  1875,  to  Feb.  29. 181 
July  1,  1875,  to  June  30,  181 

July  1  to  Oct  6.  1875. 
July  1  to  Sept  30,  1875. 
Oct  30  to  Dec  9,  1675. 
Jan.  31  to  June  30,  1876. 

July  1,  1875,  to  May  11,  187 

June  6  to  June  30,  1876. 

July  1  to  July  93.  1875. 

Jnly  1  to  Dec  31,  1875.  an< 
from  March  4  to  Jiue  3(1 
1876. 

April21  to  Jane30. 1876. 

May  1  to  June  30, 1876. 

April  30  to  June  30,  1876. 

Aag.31toNov.7.  1875. 

Oct  1,  1875,  to  Jan.  1.  1876. 

Aug.—  to  Dec  9,  1875. 

Oct  1,  1875,  to  June  30.  1876 

July  1  to  September  23,  187! 


Sept  28  to  Nov.  17. 1875. 
July  7,  1875,  to  June  30,  167* 
July  1  to  Aug.  12,  1875. 
July  1  to  Nov.  1,  lft75. 
July  1,  1875,  to  June  30.  187 
May  5  to  June  30,  1876. 

July  31, 187.5.  to  June  30. 187 
April  lU  to  June  30.  1876. 
Aug.  31. 1875.  to  JuneX,  187 
July  1  to  Nov.  1.  1875. 

Nov.  II,  1P75,  to  June  30, 187 
July  1,  1875,  to  Feb.  19, 1876 

Feb.  19  to  April  10. 1876. 
Dec  15, 1875,  to  April  30, 187 
July—,  1875,  to  June  30,  1«7 
Aug.  31, 1875,  to  June  30, 187 

July  1  to  Nov.  10,1875. 

Feb.  19  to  June  30, 1876. 
July  1  to  Aug.  21,  1875. 
July  1,  1875,  to  June  30, 1876 


QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL.  1 49 

Annual  report  of  Col.  Stewart  Van  Vliet^  U.  8.  A.,  covering  succinctly  the 
principal  operations  of  the  barracks  and  quarters  branch  for  tlie  fiscal 
jfear  ending  June  30, 1876. 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C,  September  13, 1876. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  snbmit  for  your  information  a  saccinct 
report  covering  the  principal  operations  of  the  barracks  and  quarters 
branch  of  this  office  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1876. 

new  constructions. 

Daring  the  year  the  construction  of  234  new  buildings,  such  as  bar- 
racks, officers'  quarters,  stables,  store-houses,  guard-houses,  &c.,  have 
been  authorized,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $303,704.00. 

They  are  at  military  posts  in  the  States  of  Nebraska,  Texas,  Ehode 
Island,  Michigan,  Maine,  Maryland,  Connecticut,  Virginia,  New  York, 
PeDusylvania,  South  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  Louisiana,  California, 
Kansas,  Georgia,  and  Ohio,  and  in  the  Territories  of  New  Mexico, 
Alaska,  Idaho,  Washington,  Arizona,  Utah,  Wyoming,  Dakota,  Mon- 
tana, and  Indian. 

WHARVES  AND  BULK-HEADS. 

« 

Authority  has  been  given  for  the  construction  and  repair  of  wharves 
and  bulk-heads  to  the  amount  of  $39,854.00. 

REPAIRS. 

Upon  special  estimates  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  authority 
bas  been  giveli  to  make  repairs,  alterations,  &c.,  of  public  buildings 
for  tbe  construction  and  repair  of  cisterns,  &c.,  and  for  the  purchase  of 
tools,  &C.,  for  issue  at  the  various  military  posts,  to  the  amount  of 
M89,563. 

Recapitulation  of  the  expenditures  speci  dly  authorized  for  construe- 
tioQ  of  new  buildings  at  established  posts,  construction  and  repair  of 
cisterns,  miscellaneous  repairs,  &c.,  and  how  distributed: 

Department  of  the  South $58,210 

Department  of  the  Gulf 13,845 

Department  of  Arizona 52,593 

Department  of  California 33,879 

Department  of  the  Columbia 26,750 

Department  of  the  Missouri 113,707 

Department  of  the  Platte 130, 9C6 

Department  of  Dakota 48,284 

Department  of  Texas 65,751 

Department  of  the  East 189,196 

Grand  total $733,121 

HOSPITALS. 

Boring  the  fiscal  year,  construction,  repairs,  and  alterations  of  mili- 
tary hospital  buildings  throughout  the  country  have  been  authorized  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  at  a  cost  of  $99,659.00. 

The  following  table  gives  the  locality  of  the  hospitals  and  the  amount 
of  expenditure  authorized  at  each : 
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Department. 


Department  of  the  South 


Department  of  the  Golf 


Department  of  Arizona. 


Department  of  California 


Department  of  the  Platte. 


Department  of  Dakota 


Department  of  the  Columbia 


Department  of  the  MiBsonrl 


Station. 


CharleNton,  S.  C. 

Chattanooga,  Tenn 

Hnmboldt,  Tenn 

Hnnuvllle,  Ala 

Fort  Johnkton.  N.  C 

Fort  Macon,  N.  C-.. •.>... ■•..•••>••. 

Mobile,  Ala 

Raleigh,  N.  C 

Savannah.  Ga 

Saint  Aagn^tine,  Fla 

Natihville,  Tenn 

Newport  Barrackn,  Ky 

Lebanon,  Ky 

Barrancaii.  Fla 

Jackiton,  MImi 

Shreveport,  La 

Colfax.  La 

Key  Went,  Fia 

Camp  ApAche,  Ariz 

Camp  Lowell,  Ariz 

Camp  McDowell,  Ariz 

Camp  Bowie,  Ariz 

Fort  Tuma,  Cal 

Alcatraz  Iitland,  Cal 

Angel  Island,  Cal 

Camp  OaMton,  Cal 

Camp  Halleck.  Cal 

Camp  McDermit,  Nev 

Presidio,  Cal 

Point  San  Jok6.  Cal 

Camp  Douglas,  Utah 

Fort  Fetterman,  Wyo 

Port  Fred  Steele,  Wyo 

Fort  Laramie,  Wyo 

North  Platte  Sta tlon,  Nebr 

Fort  Sanders,  Wyo 

Sidney  Barracks,  Nebr 

Camp  Stambaugh,  Wyo 

Camp  Robinson,  Ariz... 

Fort  RIee,  Dak «. 

Fort  Snelling.  Minn 

Fort  Ripley.  Minn 

Fort  Abercrombie,  Dak 

Camp  Baker,  Mont 

Fort  Benton,  Mont 

Fort  Buford,  Dak 

Cheyenne  agency,  Dak 

Fort  Ellis,  Mont ......  ..........«••••« 

Fort  A.  Lincoln,  Dak ....« 

Fort  Shaw,  Mont 

Fort  Stevenson,  Dak 

Fort  Sully,  Dak 

Fort  Wadsworth,  Dak 

Fort  Pembina,  Dak 

Fort  Totten,  Dak 

FortCanby,  Wash 

Fort  Colville,  Wash 

Camp  Harney,  Oreg 

Fort  Klamath,  Oreg 

Fort  Lapwai,  Ind.  Ter 

Sitka,  Alaska 

Fort  Townsend,  Wash 

Fort  Vancouver,  Wash 

Fort  Walla- Walla,  Wash 

FortMarcy,  N.  Mex 

Fort  Craig,  N.Mex 

FortLarned,  Kans 

Fort  Riley,  Kans 

Fort  Wingate.  N.  Mex 

FortMcRae.  N.Mex 

Camp  Supply,  lod.  T 

Fort  Union.  N.  Mex i 

Fort  Wallace,  Kans 

Fort  Dodge.  Kans 

Fort  Hays,  Kans 


Amount 


|40  00 

50  00 

3  00 

120  00 

204  00 

933  00 

60  00 

31  00 

505  00 

55  00 

514  00 

670  00 

43  00 


206  00 
380  00 
49  00 
188  00 
247  00 


6,250  00 

1,793  00 

118  00 

1.000  UO 


500  00 

22  00 

200  00 

4.000  00 

9, 543  00 

2,5.18  00 

914  00 

46  UO 


1,795  00 
800  00 
175  00 

1,000  00 
428  00 

6,931  00 
100  00 
571  00 
600  00 


32  00 
212  00 
179  00 

60  00 

3,443  00 

190  00 

197  00 

40  00 
668  00 
222  00 
643  00 
100  00 

,94  00 
1U2  00 

60  00 

28  00 

40  00 

30  00 

1,447  00 

514  00 

401  00 

220  00 

261  00 

86  00 

200  00 


1,263  00 
517  00 

30  00 

88  00 
340  00 

24  00 
200  00 
450  00 

59  00 
175  00 

80  00 


QnARTK^MASTER-QENERAL. 


151 


Department. 


Department  of  Texas 


DepirUDeot  of  the  Ea«t 


Station. 


Port  Mc  In  tosh.  Tex 

Fort  Concho,  Tex 

Port  Richardson.  Tex 

Port  Stockton.  Tex 

Fort  McKavitt,  Tex 

Fort  Duncan,  Tex 

Fort  Griffin,  Tex 

Port  Gibson,  Tex 

Ringgold  Barracks,  Tex 

Port  SUl,  Ind.  T 

Fort  Clark.  Tex 

Fort  Reno,Ind.T 

Fort  Elliott,  Tex 

Fort  Adams,  R.I 

Fort  Gratiot,  Mich 

Port  Porter,  N.  Y 

Fort  Foote.  Md 

Fort  TrnmbuU,  Conn 

Fort  Wayne,  Mich 

Willet'ii  Point,  New  York  Harbor... 

Fort  Independence.  MaBM 

Fort  Hamilton.  New  York  Harbor. . 

Carlisle  Barracks.  Pa 

Plattsbnrg  Barracks,  N.  Y 

Fort  Preble,  Me 

Fort  Brady,  Mich 

Fort  Mackinac,  Mich 

Fort  Warren,  MasH 

FortMcHenry.  Md 

Weft  Point,  N.  Y 

Fort  Monroe,  Va 

Fort  Wood,  New  York  Harbor 

Fort  Whipple,  Va 

Fort  Niagara,  N.  Y 

Fort  Ontario,  N.  Y 

Port  Wadsworth,  New  York  Harbor 

MadiHon  Barracks,  N.  Y 

Fort  Columbus,  New  York  Harbor . 

Grand  total 


Amount. 


$90  00 

.160  00 

394  00 

1,698  00 

3-37  00 

372  OU 

339  00 

291  00 

549  00 

900  00 

886  00 

2,880  00 

3,900  CO 


713  00 
25  00 
182  00 
695  00 
907  00 
390  00 

1,311  00 

558  00 

10,000  00 

54  00 

200  00 

.   382  00 

250  00 

846  00 

122  00 

6,816  00 

500  00 

90  00 

1, 146  00 

1,777  00 
554  00 
452  00 
307  00 
606  00 

4,035  00 


Total. 


$11,616  00 


32,318  00 


99,650  00 


The  apprGpriatioQ  for  the  constriictioa  and  repair  gf  hospitals  was 

tioo,ooo.oo. 

NEW  DEPOT  AT  SAN  ANTONIO. 

Congress,  by  act  approved  March  3, 1873,  appropriated  $100,000  for 
<50D8tructiou  of  depot- buildings  at  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  the  city  having 
previously  conveyed  by  deed  to  the  United  States,  free  of  expense,  suit- 
able grounds  therefor. 

For  various  reasons  the  work  was  delayed,  and  by  fourth  section  of 
^beact  making  appropriation  for  deficiencies,  approved  March  3, 18'5, 
pongress  continued  and  rendered  available  for  the  purpose  originally 
inteuded,  the  appropriation  made  March  3, 1873. 

During  the  present  fiscal  year  bids  for  furnishing  all  the  requisite 
Diaterial  and  labor  were  invited  by  public  advertisement. 

A  contract  has  been  made  within  the  appropriation,  and  the  work  is 
^ow  l)eing  pushed  forward  with  vigor. 


MILITARY  PRISON  AT  FOET  LEAVENWOKTH. 

Thealterations,  &c.,  of  three  stone  buildings  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kan- 
^for  prison-purposes,  authorized  by  act  of  Congress  approved  March 
?» W5,  and  for  which  $100,000  was  appropriated,  have  been  made  dur- 
ing the  year. 
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BUILDINGS  SOLD. 

_  • 

The  sale  of  tweutythree  buildings  of  various  dimensions  at  different 
places  throaghoat  the  country,  has  been  authorized. 

BUILDINGS,  ETO.,   TRANSFERRED. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  in  October,  1875,  authorized  the  transfer  of 
two  buildings  and  a  boat  at  Kodiack,  Alaska,  to  the  custody  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  until  required  for  military  purposes. 

On  June  9, 1870,  the  Secretary  of  War  authorized  the  turning  over  of 
the  Camp  Wright,  California,  reservation,  with  the  buildings  thereon, 
to  the  custody  of  the  Indian  agent,  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  tlie 
Indians  until  required  for  the  use  of  the  Army. 

MILITARY  SITES  IN  TEXAS. 

By  act  approved  March  3, 1875,  Congress  authorized  the  purchase  of 
three  sites  in  that  State,  viz,  Fort  Brown,  $25,000;  Fort  Duncan, 
$10,000;  Ringgold  Barracks,  $10,000;  provided  *Hhat  before  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money  hereby  appropriated,  good  titles  shall  be  made  to 
the  United  States  for  such  land  as  contemplated  by  said  act,  •  •  • 
and  no  more  than  the  amount  appropriated  shall  be  paid  for  such  sites.'' 

The  title  of  the  sites  of  Fort  Brown  and  Ringgold  Barracks  have  long 
been  in  litigation,  but  under  an  old  State  law,  recently  discovered,  steps 
have  been  taken  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  enable  the  United  States  to  get 
satisfactory  title  thereto. 

In  regard  to  Fort  Duncan,  the  owner  positively  declined  to  sell  the  site 
for  less  than  $10,358.00--$358.00  in  excess  of  the  appropriation.  Much 
correspondence  was  held  on  the  subject,  but  the  owner  would  not  yield, 
and  the  Department,  under  the  law,  could  not  pay  more  than  the 
$10,000  appropriated. 

This  affair  is  to  be  regretted,  for  by  the  want  of  $358  we  lost,  under  a 
twenty  years'  lease  which  expired  January  1,  1870,  all  the  valuable 
improvements  which  the  United  States  had  made  on  the  site  during 
that  time. 

Rent  is  now  being  paid  at  the  rate  of  $200  per  month,  and  the  ques- 
tion of  purchase  was  again  submitted  to  Congress  during  its  last  session. 

POST  CEMETERIES. 

Authority  has  been  granted  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  instructions 
given  by  this  office  during  the  fiscal  year,  for  erection  and  repairing 
fences,  walks,  head-boards,  and  other  improvements  at  the  following 
cemeteries:  Fort  Bayard,  New  Mexico;  Fort  Monroe,  Virginia;  Fort  Co- 
lumbus, New  York  Harbor;  Camp  Baker,  Montana  Territory;  and  also 
for  the  removal  of  the  remains  of  two  United  States  soldiers  (found  at 
Pilottown,  Alabama)  to  the  national  cemetery  at  Mobile,  and  for  the 
removal  of  the  remains  of  about  one  hundred  soldiers  buried  in  the  old 
Fort  Lyon  cemetery,  to  the  wational  cemetery  at  Fort  McPherson. 

LOSSES  BY  FIRE. 

July  15, 1875. — Hay-shed  at  Vancouver  depot. 
November  3, 1875. — Two  sets  officers'  quarters  at  Fort  Sill,  Indian 
Territory. 
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December  17, 1875. — ^Bakehouse  at  Fort  Hays, Kansas. 

JaDuary  3,  1876. — Engine- house  at  Saint  Lonis  Barracks,  Missonri. 

February  14, 1876. — Plauing-inill,  engine-house,  &c.,  at  Fort  Union, 
New  Mexico. 

March  14, 1876.— Frame  building  at  David's  Island,  New  York  Har- 
bor. 

May  13, 1876. — ^Two  old  buildings  at  Fort  Monroe,  Virginia. 

June  20, 1876. — Government  saw-mill  und  contents  at  Fort  D.  A.  Rus- 
sell, Wyoming  Territory. 

RESERVATIONS  DECLARED. 

Three  reserves  have  been  declared  during  the  past  year  by  the  Presi- 
dent: New  Camp  Grant,  Arizona  Territory.  April  17, 1876;  Camp  Low- 
ell, Arizona  Territory,  October  26, 1875 ;  Fort  A.  Lincoln,  Dakota  Ter- 
ritory, December  17,  1875. 

riTTSBURG  PROPERTY. 

The  War  Department  purchased  many  years  ago,  and  still  continues 
to  own,  certain  real  estate  at  Pittsburg,  Pa,  having  a  frontage  of  over 
100  feet  on  Penn  street,  and  running  back  across  Fayette  street  to  the 
Allegheny  River. 

There  are  several  buildings  on  the  site,  the  principal  ones  consisting 
of  a  storehouse  and  dwelling-house.  These  are  substantially  built  of 
brick,  and  though  old,  are  in  a  good  state  of  preservation.  Various 
parties  of  late  years  made  application  to  rent  them  at  a  fair  price,  but 
the  rulings  of  the  War  Department  have  been  adverse  thereto.  The  whole 
property  is  centrally  located,  is  admirably  adapted  for  business  pur- 
poses, and  is  very  valuable.  The  property  has  served  its  purpose,  and 
has  not  been  needed  for  military  purposes  for  several  years. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  in  a  letter  dated  December  12, 1874,  called  the 
attention  of  Congress  to  the  subject  and  asked  for  the  requisite  author- 
ity to  sell  the  same  at  public  auction  after  due  publication. 

As  no  action  in  the  premises  has  as  yet  been  taken  by  Congress,  it  is 
soggested  that  it  may  be  well  to  again  bring  the  subject  to  the  Secre- 
tary's attention. 

APPROPRIATION  FOR  BARRAGKS  AND  QUARTERS. 

The  amount  of  the  appropriation  for  barracks  and  quarters  for  the 
fiscal  year  of  1875-'7G  was  $1,500,000. 

Information  of  the  remittances  made  and  their  classification  will 
doubtless  be  found  in  the  annual  report  of  the  finance  branch  of  this 
office. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  the  sum  of  $4,051.60  remained  undrawn 
at  the  Treasury;  this  will  doubtless  be  required  in  payment  of  outstand- 
ing indebtedness  properly  chargeable  to  this  appropriation. 

STEWART  VAN  VLIET, 
Assistant  Quartermaster- General j  U*  8.  A. 

To  the  Quartermaster-General,  U.  S.  A., 

WashingtOHj  D.  C. 
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The  balances  of  appropriations  undrawn  by  the  Quartermaster's  De- 
partment July  1, 1876,  were  as  follows : 


For  what  fiiical  year. 

Appropriationa. 

Ig71  and 
prior 
yearn. 

187U'79. 

187»-'73. 

1873-T4. 

1874-75. 

1875-'76. 

TotaL 

R«fnlar  rappHoi 

loddeotal  expensefl  . . . 

PorehaM   of    cavalry 
ud  artlllirry  home*. 

fitfiaeks  and  qnartert. 

Trutvporution  of  the 

Army 

ClotbiDfir  of  the  Army . . 
KAtiooal  oezneterien  .. 
Bead  ttoav*   for     lol- 

diem'  f^ravofl........ 

19.999  17 
9,173  99 

109  90 

79,  S9l  49- 
S93  96 

|2."647"i4' 

1993,779  49 
113,978  79 

90,984  94 
10,839  03 

170. 089  87 
59,35(^58 

$190,958  96 
10,934  85 

4.590  15 
4,051  60 

394, 099  90 

114.365  61 

11,471  96 

94,034  48 

99  90 

95,000  00 

10,000  00 

10,000  00 

$494,099  99 
197,733  90 

94.914  99 

3,859  07 

44, 879  43 
779  66 

18, 749  70 
618.583  63 

168,018  U 

*|534,0e7  83 

11,471  96 

698, 199  31 

4,178  75 

95.000  00 

10,000  00 

10,000  00 

79  06 

Contraction  and  re- 
pair of  bofiDitali 

4, 155  85 

Pordiaae   of  dte   for 
Fort  Brown  ........ 

Pnrcbaae   of  site   for 
P«Tt  Dnncan  - . ,  ,r  ^ .  t 

PurchaM    of   lite   fDr 
Riosvold  Barrackii.. 

•••••«»•»• 

Military  prinon  at  Fort 
I^eaven worth  ....... 

79  06 

TTTfrrniri  of  uil^ffl .  • . . . 

ll.OOO  00 

1  000  00 

Total ....  - 

99,389  34 

5,558  90 

1,000  00 

534,087  83 

594,649  54 

797, 989  71 

9,071,874  69 

■ 

*  Since  the  close  of  the  flecal  year  the  balance  ban  been  carried  to  the  Rnrplns  ftind,  by  Treai<nry  warrant 
Ko.  913,  iionied  nnder  MCtiou  5  of  The  act  of  Congretw  approved  Jann  90.  1874 ;  but  the  amount  remaioi  avail* 
able  to  falflU  oootraotv  made  daring  the  ytarfor  wbicb  the  {VPF<>PI^<^^^D  ^^a  mad«. 
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Amounts  estimated  far  hy  dishursing-offioers  of  the  Quartermaster's 


Military  diyUioni,  departments,  &e. 


Military  Division  of  (be  Pacifc 

Department  of  Arleona 

Department  of  the  Columbia .. 


Total  Military  Division  pf  the  Paciflo. 


Military  Divieion  of  the  Atlantic . 

Military  Divittion  of  the  Mimonri. 
Department  of  the  Minitoari...... 

Department  of  Dakota 

Department  of  the  Platte 

Department  of  Texan 

Department  of  the  Onli' 

District  of  New  Mexico 


Total  MUitary  Division  of  the  Missouri 


Military  Dlvixion  of  the  Seuth. 
Department  of  the  South...... 


Total  Military  DivLdon  of  the  South 


Depot  at  WMHhington 

Depot  at  Philadelphia 

Depot  at  New  York , , 

Depot  at  Cbicai^ 

Depot  at  Saint  Lrouls.... 

Depot  at  Jeffernonville 

We«t  Point,  N.  Y 

Columbus  Barracks,  Ohio 

Saint  Louis  Barracks,  Mo 

Springfield  Armory 

F'^rt  Columbus,  New  York  Harbor 
Willet's  Point.  New  York  Harbor  .. 

Allegheny  Arsenal 

Augusta  Arsenal 

Benicia  Arsenal 

Detroit  Arsenal 

Frankford  Arsenal 

Indianapolis  Arsenal 

Kennebec  Arsenal 

PikesvUle  Arsenal 

Uock  Island  Arsenal 

Watertowa  Ar^ienal • 

Watervllet  Arnenal 

National  Cemeteries 


Total 


g 
1 


$674, 603  34 
179,268  25 
100.000  00 


953,871  59 


313.033  25 


1,114,516  20 
933, 652  35 
410,970  35 
477,510  90 
779,123  2b 
111.51)7  18 
75,346  56 


3,902,716  81 


109, 269  01 


1U9.269  01 


144, 
13. 

51. 
fll. 
39, 
84. 
39, 
5. 


891  10 
114  50 
299  15 
932  19 
267  21 
907  31 
3;i9  71 
412  94 


4, 


392  25 
270  00 


3. 
1. 
8. 


1. 


8. 
3. 
8, 
5, 


188  50 
293  30 
8;W  00 
68  82 
25  00 
186  01 
035  53 
323  S>8 
087  30 
881  77 
922  69 
325  87 


5,«57,701  88 


s 

a 
a, 

H 


a 
« 

•mm 

CI 

a 


$135,989  45 
31.305  29 
15,000  00 


182,294  74 


68.067  16 


18,000  00 
162.407  14 

66,632  23 
128,574  06 

94,883  84 

29,758  25 
9, 826  00 


510,081  52 


1.243  50 
62.348  II 


63.501  61 


182, 722  70 

110, 304  30 

31,667  06 

32,098  15 

15,5K3  00 

89,263  86 

9.  (185  80 

6,511  6U 

7,895  95 


8,487  90 
252  30 
824  50 
432  00 
336  «0 


126  00 


iO  00 


90  00 
189  75 

90  00 
782  75 


1,853,568  27 


hi 


B  u 


5 


a 

8 
C 

«  2 

M 


$39,900  00 


13,780  00 


53.680  00 


810  00 


85, 770  00 
106,000  00 


39,000  00 

62.1^  00 

150  00 


$191,097  48 

6,040  00 

31,999  40 


220, 136  88 


160.276  86 


130,443  58 

84.669  54 

186,287  53 

168, 495  72 

68.421  03 

24, 808  34 


295,080  00 

672. 125  74 

200  00 

103.735  15 

iOO  00 

10.1,  7 Jo    15 

: =— 

S.230  00 


39U910  00 


263.268  32 
30.(130  88 
86,590  CO 
30,415  21 
35,  i52  41 
18.988  65 
y,  260  00 
40, 106  21 
109  30 


ja^  00 
'45606 


907  60 


1,673,238  81 
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Dtpartment  from  the  appropriation$  for  the  fiscal  year  1875-7G. 


a 

0 

« 

I 

■ 

1 

i 

< 

• 

"3 

« 

a 

Z 
6 

National  cemeterieg. 

i 

1 

a 

1 
1 

4* 

> 

s 

« 
g 

1 

at 

t 

■i 

M 

JS 

a 
P 

1 

o 

964aA4412 

1118,440  70 

328  89 

1.000  00 

I 

119.417  96 
8. 043  32 
1.687  88 

$1,819,493  05 

lu^seo  00 

$15,000  00 

346.  *«65  75 

fi7.dM  SO 

230.751  78 

813.608  GJ 

119.7G9  59 

"••••••••* 

29, 149  16 

15,000  00 

2. 396. 510  58 

113.380  24 

1,118  82 

ls»,709  73 

676.396  06 

1,218,286  20 

610. 734  37           6. 745  72 

$53  13 

180  00 

3,921  50 

439  50 

14, 112  25 
7,685  28 

21.601  67 
7,284  58 
1. 093  98 
1. 330  55 

$100,185  00 

2, 075. 333  44 

279,099  50               890  25 
444  786  50           8. 347  fiO 

i5,6ddbb 

••■•*••■•» 

850  120  15 
1.3U9.029  76 

413  397  35 

942  00 
W4  00 

1, 526. 666  37 

13^  Wl  08 

350.885  52 

19,443  S5 

2,741  75 

133,496  44 

1.906,445  05 

11.799  57 

7.335  88 

53,108  31 

100. 185  00 

5.000  00 

7.463,817  88 

1.243  50 

85^409  84 

5VS  50 

286  50 

4,269  37 

366, 073  48 

83,409  84 

555  fO 

286  50 

4.269  37 

367, 316  98 



52,7(5  06 

15  00 
1.081.110  56 

10.236  00 

537  00 

$15,000  00 

669,375  18 

71,931  S2 

•■»••••■•• 

1.306.481  76 

S07.3S5  93  '  '    10!083  25 

1,324  33 

3,774  92 



392.094  63 

199.033  00 

3,523  25 

149  38 

244, 707  i*5 

297.003  80 

lt^.580  00 

15. 543  49 
970  60 

293,255  49 

142,321  09 

••«•«• •••• 

461.158  88 

1,000  00 
1.313  06 

53.885  51 

28,423  83 

290  30 

82.0.'S7  94 

175  00 

•  a           • 

.......... 

• 

7.580  25 
4.392  25 

960  19 

4, 123  09 

1,000  00 

1,252  30 

7.06R  00 
235  OO 

•       •  •                    • 

9,931  00 

2  00 

•**■•••*• 

1.962  30 

86  36 

3, 249  05 

6S  82 

100  00 

25  00 

275  OU 

1  186  01 

965  53 

323  98 

950  00 

986  33 

5,013  63 

500  00 

4.571  52 

TOO  33 

3.713  02 

654  65 

32, 079  54 

40,000  00 

179.050  41 

5,000  00 

,^19,61570 

1,473,149  57  [168,762  67 

113,86155 

100, 185  00 

55,000  00 

15,000  00   M,6ST,D1S8S 
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Amaunts  remiiUd  to  diabursing-officera  of  the  Quartermasler^i 


Military  diviidoni,  departmenta,  &e. 


yUitary  Diviitioii  of  the  Pacific. 

Department  of  Arizona 

Department  of  Columbia 


Total  Military  DiTi«ion  of  the  Pacific 


Military  Division  of  the  AUantlc. 

Military  Division  of  the  Miiiaoari 

Department  of  the  Miwonri 

Department  of  Dakota 

Department  of  the  Fiatte 

Department  of  Tezai 

Department  of  the  Gulf 

Divtrictof  New  Mexico 


Total  Military  Division  of  the  MiiMrari  .. 


Military  Di virion  of  the  South. 
Department  of  the  South 


Total  Military  Division  of  the  South.... 


Depot  at  Washington 

Depot  Ht  Philadelphia 

Depot  at  New  York 

Depot  at  ChicAgo 

Depot  at  SHint  Louis.... 

Depot  at  JefTerKonviUe 

West  Point,  N.  Y  

Columbus  Barracks,  Ohio 

Saint  Louis  Barracks,  Missouri .... 

Springfield  Armory 

Fort  Columbus,  New  York  Harbor 
Wlllet's  Point,  New  York  Harbor  . 

Allegheny  Ari*enal 

AngQitta  Arsenal 

Detroit  Arsenal 

Frnnkford  Arsenal 

Indianapolis  Arxenal 

Kennebec  Arsenal 

Pikesville  Arsenal 

Rock  Ixiand  Arsenal 

Watertown  Arsenal 

Watervliet  Arsenal 

National  cemeteries 


Total 


it 

•mm 

'S. 

a, 

5 
Si 

1 
en 


% 

a 

s. 

M 


a 
« 

a 


1602.844  SO 
179. 034  87 
100,000  00 


SIO,  536  35 


1,114,516  20 
340,399  65 
249, 103  10 
284, 66*2  82 
377,081  85 
53.758  72 
75, 346  55 


109. 356  24 


109,256  24 


143, 1*91  10 
12,901  72 
51.299  15 
29,2T2  10 
36, 106  21 
23.  (133  68 
39,056  09 
5,527  94 


3.928  97 
867  98 


2,188  50 

1,293  30 

65  10 

25  00 

1.093  II 

955  53 

323  98 

2.887  30 

3,  .176  25 

8,710  11 

5,155  33 


4.061,122  00 


$123,960  32 
31. 247  79 
15,000  00 


881.879  07  I   169,806  II 


65,321  61 


18.  OUO  00 
153,864  92 

6.1, 079  42 
117,957  70 

95,303  94 

27.285  36 
9.826  00 


2.494,687  89  I   485,317  34 


983  50 
61. 670  29 


62,853  79 


182.572  70 

98,304  30 

31, 153  82 

2«,  725  74 

14. 392  50 

27,165  28 

6.314  91 

6.6:i5  35 

6, 172  84 


3,342  80 

54  90 

194  50 

432  00 


125  00 


10  00 


90  00 
189  75 

90  00 
701  06 


1, 166, 466  30 


u 


si 

c:  o 

u 
► 


$39,900  00 
'  i3.'786"66 


53.660  00 


610  00 


85.770  00 
54,000  00 


39,000  00 

62,100  00 

150  (JO 


341.030  00 


800  00 


300  00 


3,300  OO 


397,910  00 


Si 

o 
c 

s 


$179.  446  97 

4,  702  00 

33,1U9  40 


317,350  37 


125,106  50 


135, 487  53 
84. 669  54 

167. 617  89 

93.291  47 

66,556  95 

5,409  50 


553,062  88 


99, 160  41 


99. 160  41 


359, 592  82 
39.357  54 
86, 240  00 
29,  r.»  31 
35, 152  41 
30,836  94 
3, 240  00 
37.  648  45 
109  30 


368  37 

ieo'oo 


1.495,845  10 
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Department  from  appropriations  for  (he  fiscal  year  1875-76. 


a 

m 

s 

w 
g 

• 

"5 

c 

9 

c  & 

e 

a 
o 

o 

1 

e 
% 

§ 

•mm 

as 

o 

Military  prinons. 

if 

1 
1 

i 
§ 

■ 

Total   amount  re- 
mlUed. 

$583,642  73 
106.280  00 

$118, 106  81 

3J8  89 

1,210  00 

$15,852  19 
8. 043  32 
1,687  88 

$1,662,755  22 
344  636  87 

$15, 000  CO 

67.284  50 

232, 191  78 

757. 3U7  23 

119,675  70 

25,563  39 

15, 000  00 

2  239  583  87 

106.715  66 

940  92 

19. 079  25 

530,410  29 

$io6,*66o"66 

1.218.286  20 

566.068  64 

5,180  72 
890  25 

2.347  60 
964  00 
846  00 

8.933  08 
6. 269  93 
21.601  67 
7,024  58 
1,069  98 
1,644  55 

1.363.934  54 

27!*.  092  50 
4lB,54l  50 
412,977  35 

$180  00 

1,944  50 

324  50 

683.  S63  74 

............ 

-•• 

1, 053, 72:1  68 
1.049.067  69 

138,991  00 

288.658  09 

19.443  25 

i,99i  75 



113.661  60 

l.eaailM  33 

10,228  57 

4,  440  75 

46. 543  79 

100,000  00 

5, 770, 615  54 

2,797  33 

•  • 



983  50 

66,298  74 

555  50 

286  50 

340.427  01 

64i,S9e  74 

555  50 

286  50 

2, 797  33 

341.410  51 

4a  753  06 

15  00 

1. 038, 764  56 

10, 083  25 

3,523  85 

149  38 

244, 573  77 

9, 361  00 
"*i,'268"89 

537  00 
"*3,'77i'92 

115,000  00 

658.922  <^8 

71,921  52 
206,355  92 

"••••f •••••• 

1,251,249  64 
390. 175  95 

105,0^0  00 

194.280  30 

183.827  50 
137,755  62 

13,319  ise 
754  50 

............ 

•  •• 

282, 947  58 
453  519  79 

500  no 

170  55 

52.313  00 

24,423  83 

290  30 

74. 896  42 

6,282  14 

3.928  97 

928  69 

...... ....I 

3, 907  74 

1,000  00 

1,054  90 

7,068  00 

9.931  00 

225  00 

2  00 

1, 952  30 
65  10 

.... 

100  00 

25  00 

275  00 

• 

1,<93  11 

96.*^  53 

32:1  98 

95^  00 

986  33 

4,913  63 

5CJ0  00 

4.066  00 

521  26 

3.33!  37 

566  30 

108, 110  49 

40,000  00 

154.533  18 

3,55d,262  65 

1. 42S.  8-27  20 

138, 528  04 

99, 986  23 

100,000  00 

15,000  00 

55.000  00 

12, 436, 949  52 
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IlowiDg  tables  exhibit  tbe  namber  of  moDey-accouDts  and  prop- 
irns  on  band  at  the  commenceinent  of  the  fiscal  year,  the  Dam- 
ved  and  examiDed  darmg  the  year,  and  the  number  remaining 
unexamined  at  tbe  close  of  the  year : 


Maneif^ocounts, 


In  what  calendar  year. 

Total. 

1873.    1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

r  1.  1875 

573 
1,755 

"i,*356' 

573 

rtnf  tbv  JMir. ......................................... 

4 

4 

4 

3 

3,118 

3 
3 

2,328 
2,328 

1.356 
969 

3,691 

irinc  the  year  ........................................ 

3,304 

n  himdJiilT  1.  187fl. 

387 

387 

.... 

Property-retumB, 


For  what  calendar  year. 

• 

Total. 

1802. 

1863. 

1864. 

1865. 

1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

"Si" 

rl.  1875 

748 
2,634 

748 

rliiv  thA  Tfar...... ...... ............ 

12 

12 

11 

3 

6 

3,569 

t  tU^     **MfJ    J  KTM*    .....a   ......    ............ 

12 
12 

12 
12 

11 
11 

3 
3 

6 
6 

3.382 
3.382 

891 
474 

4,317 

arln^  the  year 

3,900 

•n  hand  Jnly  1, 1876 

417 

417 

9/  afROMiito  ^UhuTud  hff  offioen  in  the  Quartemuuter^a  Department  during,  and  on 
of  the  ajmropriatione  far,  the  yearend^  June  30, 1876,  eofar  ae  shotcn  by  accounts 
at  this  office. 


Namei  of  oflBcenk 


%ob«rt,  aasistant  qaartermaeter-general 

pt  E.  B.,  asatetant  qaartermaster 

t.  laaac.  Ordnance  Department k 

t.  John  Q.,  FlrRt  Cavalry * 

it,F.  T.,  Eighth  Infantrr 

pi.  C.  A.,  miUtary  storekeeper,  Quartermaster  Department 

lent.  John,  Eighteenth  Infantry 

St.  Bishop,  Eighth  Infantry 

itL.  A.,  Sixth  Caralry 

.L.  8.,  Second  Infisntiy 

.William,  Twelfth  Infantry 

leQtH.  R.,  Fourth  ArtUlery 

lento. 8.,  Sixth  Cavalry* 

»orge,  Snbsistence  Department,  acting  depot  qnartermaster 

Mi^.  R.N..  qnartermaster 

James,  qnartermaster 

.  E.  D.,  assistant  qnartermaster 

pt.  Q.  W.,  assistant  quartermaster 

pt.  S.  F.,  assistant  qnartermaster 

)t.  J.  H.,  assiiitant  quartermaster 

A.  P.,  aasistant  quartermaster 

t.Cullen.  Ordnance  Department... 

8.  E.,  Ordnance  Department 

tE.  A..  Third  Infantry 

LOeo.  R.,  First  Cavalry 

CM..  Eighth  Infantry 

at.  J.  H.,  Seventh  Infantry 

It.  William.  Sixth  Infantry 

.Charles  A.,  Fimt  Infantrv 

LOeorge  E..  Sixteenth  Infantry 

It  W.  W.,  Sixteenth  Infantry 

L  w 


Amount. 


$4. 858  10 

16,232  00 

454  70 

5,850  52 

558  10 

8.933  54 

3,129  40 

2,  407  93 

2,620  71 

1,703  15 

6,106  63 

3,364  20 

309  25 

25,937  57 

194.765  15 

11.888  99 

233.982  79 

78. 628  44 

7,840  95 

356.194  65 

102.431 

1,244 

159  50 

54  50 

644  15 

30, 675  43 

346  30 

8.078  04 

869  65 

5. 983  79 

3,005  58 


24 

99 
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Statement  of  amounts  disbursed  by  officers  in  ihe  Quartermaster's  Department,  <f*r.— Cod  i 


Names  of  offioen. 


Amfl 


Benner,  Lieut.  H.H.,  Eiffhteentb  Infantry 

Barber.Lieun  Merritt,  Sixteenth  Infantry 

Barrett,  Lient  Oregory,  Jr.,  Tenth  Infantiy 

BiMhop,  Lieut  John  8.,  Thirteenth  Infantry 

Bubb,  Lieut  John  W.,  Fourth  Infantry 

Boyd,  Lieut  O.B.,  Eighth  Cavalry 

Bean,  Lieut  John  W.,  Fifteenth  Infantry 

BanniMter,  Lieut  John,  Twentieth  Infantry 

Bernard,  Capt  R.F..  First  Cavalry 

Brinkerhoff,  Lieut  H.R.,  Fifteenth  Infantry 

Bergland.  Lient  Eric,  Engineer  Corpi 

Bent.  Lient  C.L.,  Jr.,  First  Artillery 

Bumham,  Lieut  D.  R..  Fifteenth  Infantry 

Bimie,  Lieut  R.,Jr.,  Thirteenth  Infantry 

Brown,  Lieut  R.  P.,  Fourth  Infantry 

Backus,  Lieut  George  B  ,  First  Cavalry 

Barnard.  Lieut  P.  P.,  Fifth  Cavalry 

Beck.  Lieut  W.  B,  Fifth  Artillery 

Bontelie,  Lieut  F.  A,  First  Cavalry 

Bingham.  Lieut  CoL  J.  D.,  deputy  quartermaster-general 

Bascom,  Capt.  G.  M.,  Thirteenth  Infantry 

Bums,  Lieut  J.  M.,  Seventeenth  Infantry 

Chandler,  MaJ.  John  G.,  quartemuuiier 

Card,  MfO.  B.  C.  quartermaster 

Constable,  Capt  N.  8.,  assistant  quartermaster 

Clark,  Lieut.  8.  E.,  Second  Infantry 

Chance,  Lieut  Josiah,  Seventeenth  Infantry 

Craigie,  Lieut  D.  J.,  Twelfth  Infantry 

Clifford,  Lieut  J.  C.,  Oidnance  Department 

Casey,  Lieut.  E.  W.,  Twenty*second  Infantry 

Cooke,  Lieut  L.  W.,  Third  Infantry 

Cowles,  Lieut  CD.,  Twenty-third  Infantry 

Chase,  Lient  George  F..  Third  Cavalry 

Custer,  Li«ut  B.  M..  Twenty-fourth  Infantry 

Conway.  Lieut.  William,  Twenty-second  Infantry ■ 

Crawford,  Lient  M.,Jr..  Second  Artillery 

Conrad,  Lieut  0.  H.,  Fifteenth  Infantry 

Camp,  Lieut  E.M.,  Twelfth  Infantry 

Chubb,  Lieut  C.  Saint  John,  Seventeenth  Infantry 

Coale,  Lieut  J.  H.,  Second  Cavalry , 

Craycroft,  Lieut  W.T.,  Seventh  Cavalry 

Comman,  Lieut  Daniel.  Twenty-first  Infantry , 

Craig,  Lieut  L.  A.,  Sixth  Cavalry 

Cresson.  Lieut  C.C.,  First  Cavalry , 

Cecil.  Lieut  George  R.,  Thirteenth  Infantry , 

Chamberlin,  Lieut  L.  A.,  First  Artillery 

CoiBn,  Lieut  WUliam  H..  Fifth  ArUUery 

Curry,  Lieut  James,  Fifth  Artillery 

Capron,  Lieut.  Allyn,  First  Artillery , 

Cherry,  Lieut  S.  A.,  Twenty-third  Infantry , 

Chance,  Lieut  J.  C,  Thirteenth  Infantry , 

Cushman,  Lieut  E.,  Sixteenth  Infantry 

Clark,  Lieut  W.  P..  Second  Cavalry 

Crabb,  Lieut  G.  W.,  Fifth  Artillery 

Clarke,  Lieut  W.Lm  Twenty -third  Infantry 

Dana,  Ma).  J.  J.,  quartermaster , 

Dandy,  MaJ.  George  B..  quartermaster 

Daugberty,  Lieut.  W.  W.,  Twenty-second  Infantry 

Davis,  Capt  George  W.,  Fourteenth  Infantry 

Dillenback,  Lieut  J.  W.,  First  ArUllery 

Drew,  Lieut  George  A.,  Third  Cavalry 

De  Lany,  Lieut  Hayden,  Ninth  Infantry ; 

Duggan,  Lieut  W.T.,  Tenth  Infantry 

De  Lany,  Lieut  C.  M.,  Fifteenth  Infantry .....w. 

Dykman,  Lieut  W.N.,  Twenty-second  Infantry 

Easton,  Col.  L.C.,  assistant  quartermaster-general 

Ekin,  Lieut  Col.  J.  A. .deputy  quartermaster  general 

Eddy,  Lieut  Col.  A.  R.,  deputy  quartermaster-general 

Eckerson,  Capt  T.  J.,  assistant  quartermaster 

Edgerton,  Lieut  W.  P..  Second  Artillery 

Earnest.  Lieut  G.  A.,  Eighth  Infantry 

Eastman,  Lieut  J.  E.,  Second  Artillery 

Elderkin,  Capt  W.  A.,  SubsiHtence  Department ., 

Edwards.  Lieut  F.  A.,  First  Cavalry 

Eskrldge.  Capt  R.  I..  Twenty-tbird  Infantry 

Everett,  Lieut  W..  Fourth  Artillery 

Ebstein,  Lieut  F.  H.  E.,  Twenty-first  Infantry 

FoMter,  Capt  C.  W.,  assistant  quartermaster 

Forsyth.  Capt  L.  C,  assistant  quartermaHter 

Fnrey,  Capt  J.  V..  assistant  quartermaster 

Fuger.  Lieut.  F..  Fourth  Artillery 

Fowler.  Lieut  J.  L.,  Second  Cavalry 


$3. 
4. 
5. 

1. 


2. 


4. 
6. 
3, 
1. 
2. 


5. 
18. 

1. 
275. 
249. 

3. 


1. 
1. 

1, 
2. 

14. 

4. 
1. 
13. 
1. 
6. 

1. 

3, 
3, 

1. 
5. 
3. 
2. 


2.f 

1.' 
287, 

38, 

1.1 

34,: 

i: 
i.< 

5,: 


548.) 
537. 

1«,' 
3.i 

l.i 

1. 

3.' 

6.' 

25,' 

2,1 

1.! 
25,' 
56,  ( 
99, 
12,1 

3,( 
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Umento/amounU  disbursed  by  officers  in  the  Quartermaster's  Departmentj^c. — Cont'd. 


Kamei  of  offlcen 


Amount. 


leo,  Lient  J.  A.,  Fifth  Artillery 

.LJem.Col  J.  W.,  Tenth  Cavalry 

JontE.  B.,  Eighth  Cavalry 

ieot  Oeorge  F..  Eighth  Cavalry 

apt.  JaniM,  aiHiiitaQt  quart ermaitter 

Japt  B.  B..  aifslitant  quartermaster 

lent  John  B.,  Ordnance  Department 

Capt.  M.  J.,  Ordnance  Department 

Lieut  Thomas,  First  Cavalry 

ent  E.  B.,  Sixth  Infantry 

Jeul.  D.  A.,  Third  lafantnr 

Jeut  J.  Bl,  Thlrteebth  Infantry 

Lieut  William,  Third  Infantry 

tieut  B.  Dm  Engineer  Corps 

h.  Lient  6. 0..  Fourth  Artillery 

ent  A.  McC.,  Nioeteenth  Infantry 

.ient  C.  Gm  Sixth  Cavalry 

lieut.  George  R.,  Ninth  Infantry 

jent  D.  M.,  Sixth  Cavalry 

ient  D.  J.,  Ninth  Cavalry 

t  J.  B..  Thirteenth  Infantry 

Lrftfut  M.  F.,  Ninth  Cavalry 

Lieut  Col.  S.  B.,  deputy  quartermaster-general 
^nt  Col.  H.  C,  deputy  quartermaster-general . . 

apt  W.  B.,  anistant  quartermaster 

aptW.  T.,  asidstant  quartermaster.... 

t.  C.  H.,  assistant  quartermaster 

It.  G.  S..  Eighteenth  Infantry 

at.  J.  McE.,  Eighth  Infantry 

CUipt.  A.  A.,  Twentieth  Infantry 

Jeat  W.  H..  Twentieth  Infantry 

Lieut  Paul.  Twentieth  Infantry 

Lieut.  James,  Twentieth  Infantry 

r,  Lieut  C.  F..  Fourth  Artillery 

'fl,  Lieut  Charles.  Third  Artillery 

It  L.R.,  Seventh  Cavalry 

It  Charles  H.,  Twenty -third  Infantry 

ieat.  P.,  Fourteenth  Infantry 

t  Joseph,  Fourteenth  Infantry 

jeat  O.  H.,  Fifth  Artillery 

.ient  J.  D.C.,  Third  Artillery 

t  C.  B.,  Nineteenth  Infantry 

lent.  A.,  Sixth  Cavalry 

ent.  E.  E.,  Seventh  Infantry 

at  Walter,  Fourth  Artillery 

Lient  James,  Twelfth  Infantry 

ientE.,  First  Cavalry 

.  Lieut  F.H.,  Fifth  Infantry 

•nt  F.  S..  Fifth  Infantry 

eut  W.  B.,  Fifth  Artillery 

apt  J.  T.,  Twenty-third  Infantry 

D.  Lieut.  H.D.,  Second  Cavalry 

BtW.  H..  Ninth  Cavalry 

jent  J.  W.,  Third  Cavalry , 

ient  W.  E.,  Ninth  Infantry 

Lieut  John.  First  Infantry .., 

t.  Charles.  Twenty- third  Infantry 

,  Lieut.  B.  8..  Ninth  Cavalry , 

«ut  C.  C,  Nineteenth  Infantry 

1.  Rnfus.  astfistanl  qaartermaitter-general 

Maj-  E.,  ordnance  storekeeper 

lR.  A.,  Fifth  Artillery 

It  D.  A.,  Fourth  Cavalry 

jutG.  A.,  Twelfth  Infantry 

»t  H.  W.,  astistant  quartermaster 

nt  F.  B..  Third  Infantry 

eat.  J.  W.,  Seventh  Infantry , 

sat  M.  F..  Thirteenth  Infantry , 

L  E.  B.,  aatdiitant  quartermaster 

/apt.  A.  S  ,  assistant  quartermaster 

!Ut  Charles,  Second  Infantry 

ut  T.  T.,  FirHt  Cavalry 

It  A.  D..  Third  Cavalry 

eut  Geo.  H.,  Fifteenth  Infantry 

%  Lieut.  G.W.,  Twelfth  Infantry , 

eut  Joseph.  Fourth  Infantry 

.  Capt  A.  B..  Eighth  Cavalry 

I,  Maj.  M.  I.,  quartermaster 

.  J.  G.  C.  assistant  qnartermaster 

It  J.  H..  assistant  quartermaster 


$704  59 

849  75 

268  00 

8,009  74 

135,269  43 

223. 664  12 

1, 619  47 

518  23 

4.416  29 

94, 563  14 

1,401  90 

4,857  78 

7, 128  83 

1,544  00 

1,199  53 

2*2,896  10 

4, 248  70 

6, 158  51 

I,  455  16 

1,578  86 

151  40 

123  80 

9.880  57 

23,821  72 

46, 559  3L 

109,119  63 

827,224  17 

4,393  93 

10, 443  25 

781  05 

1.851  90 

1, 880  87 

21  40 

837  13 

1,  834  75 

683  28 

17,691  59 

16.343  01 

9.350  39 

2.272  77 

7.955  13 

5,767  89 

66  65 

3,807  43 

936  68 

11. 176  28 

6,043  II 

5,513  14 

11,915  68 

4, 167  99 

14, 389  36 

545  55 

1,049  67 

198  71 

1,  560  97 

302  65 

1, 177  00 

151  90 

4  55 

72, 194  31 

3,718  92 

1,594  36 

23,  538  01 

425  36 

82,374  17 

4,609  79 

23,  473  69 

201  50 

27, 769  93 

67,052  68 

406  04 

5.356  02 

3,596  05 

594  40 

1, 788  35 

1,223  67 

20.266  78 

218. 592  23 

45. 684  91 

200,890  45 
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Statement  of  amounts  disbursed  hy  officers  in  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  if-c— Cou 


Names  of  officen. 


Ami 


Lawton.  Lieut.  H.  W.,  Fourth  Cavalry 

Leary,  Lieut.  Pct^r,  Jr..  Fourth  Artillery 

Lord,  Lieut  T.W..  Twentieth  Infantry 

Lockwood,  Lieut.  B.  C,  Twenry-itecond  Infantry 

Leefp,  Capt  J.G.,  Nineteenth  Infantry 

^asMiter,  Lieut  William,  Sixteenth  Infantry 

Lee.  Lieut  J.  M.,  Ninth  Infantry 

Love,  Lieut  O.  M.,  Sixteenth  Infantry 

Lyon,  Lieut.  M.  W..  Ordnance  Department 

Lyie.  Lieut  D.  A.,  Ordnance  Department 

Legter.  Lieut  C.H.,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry 

Longhborongh,  Lieut  R.H.R.,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry 

lleigH,  Brig.  Oen.  M.  C. ,  Quartermaster -General 

Moore,  Lieut  Col.  T.,  deputy  quartermakter-general 

Myers,  MaJ.  William,  quartermaister 

Moore,  MaJ.  J.  M.,  quartermaMter 

McGonnigle,  Capt  A.  J.,  asiiistant  quartermaster 

Marshall,  Capt.  J.  M.,  amtiiitant  quartermaster 

Marshall,  Lieut  W.  L.,  Engineer  Corps 

McGilvray,  Lieut  John,  Second  Artillery 

Miller,XieutC.  P.,  Fourth  Artillery 

McNutt,  Lieut  Col.  j!>hn,  Ordnance  Department........ 

Michaelis,  CaptO.  E.,  Ordnance  Department 

Morrison,  Lieut  T.W.,  Sixteenth  Infantry • 

Mitcham,  Lieut  O.B.,  Fourth  Artillery 

Moore,  Lieut  H.  DeW.,  Twenty-first  InAuitry 

MeClure,  Capt  Charles,  Subsistence  Department 

Maise,  Lieut  W.R.,  Twentieth  Infantry 

Miller.  Lieut  W.  A.,  Eighteenth  Infantry 

MilUmore,  Lieut  A.  E..  First  Artillery 

Merrill,  Lieut  A.  H.,  First  Artillery 

Morrison,  Lieut  J.  T.,  Tenth  Cavalry 

Mills,  Lieut  F.  H.,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry 

Morton,  Lieut  Alftred,  Ninth  Infantry 

McConihe,  Lieut  S.,  Fourteenth In&ntry 

McNutt,  Lieut  Ira,  Third  Artillery 

McGinniss,  Capt  J.  R.,  Ordnance  Department 

McKeever,  Lieut  Samuel,  Second  Infantry 

McDermott,  Lieut  Giaorge,  Fifth  Infantry 

Moss,  Lieut  H.N.,  First  Cavalry 

Mann,  Lieut  W.  A.,  Seventeenth  Infantry 

Matile,  Lieut  L.  A.,  Eleventh  Infantry 

Marsteller,  Lieut  J.  S.,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry 

McFarland,  Lieut  W.C.,  Sixteenth  Infkntry 

Mellen,  Lieut  A.  H.,  Second  Artillery 

Nixon,  Lieut  John  B.,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry 

Nowlan,  Lieut  H.  J.,  Seventh  Cavalry 

Norris,  Lieut  W.  F.,  Ninth  Infantry , 

Noble,  Lieut  C.H.,  Sixteenth  Infantry , 

Norton,  Lieut  CO.,  First  Cavalry 

Norwood,  Lieut  R.,  Second  Cavalry 

O'Brien,  Lieut  L.M.,  Seventeenth  Infantry 

O'Connell,  Lieut  J.  J.,  First  Infantry 

Ogle,  Lieut  Alexander,  Seventeenth  Infantry..... 

Osgood.  Lieut  H.R,  Third  Artillery , 

Olmsted,  Lieut  J.  A.,  Thirteenth  Infantry 

Orleman,  Lieut  L.  II.,  Tenth  Cavalry 

Perry,  Lieut  CoL  A.  J.,  deputy  quartermaster-gener^ 

Potter,  M(^.  J.  A.,  quartermaster 

Pitman,  Lieut  John,  Ordnance  Department 

Powell,  Lieut  J.  W.,  Eighth  Infantry 

Penney.  Lieut  C.G.,  Sixth  Infantry 

Pierce,  Lieut  F.  E.,  First  Infantry 

Pearson.  Lieut  D.C.,  Second  Cavalry 

Potts,  Lieut  R.D.,  Third  Artillery 

Pease,  Lieut.  W.  B.,  Ninth  Infantry 

Paulding,  Lieut  William,  Tenth  Infantry 

Phelps,  Lieut  F.E.,  Eighth  Cavalry 

Pettbine.  Lieut  J.  H.  H.,  Thirteenth  Infantry 

Payne,  Lieut  J.  A.,  Nineteenth  Infantry 

Poland,  Capt  M.  L..  Ordnance  Department 

Qnlnan.  Lieut  W.  R. ,  Fourth  Artillery , 

Quimby,  Lieut  H.  B.,  Twentieth  Infantry 

Quinby,  Lieut  Ira,  Eleventh  Infantry 

Quentin,  Lieut.  J.  £.,  Fourteenth  Infantry , 

Quinn,  Lieut  Thomas  F.,  Fourth  Infantry 

Rucker.  Col.  D.  H.,  assistant  quartermaster-general 

Peynolds,  MaJ.  C.  A.,  quartermaster 

Robinson,  Capt  A.  G..  asslHtant  quartermaster 

Rockwell,  Capt  A.  F..  assistant  quartermaster 

Rutherford,  Lieut  R.G.,  Twelfth  Infantry 

Russell,  Lieut  E.  K.,  First  Artillery 


II. 

5. 
3. 
12, 
4. 
2. 
5. 
4, 
1. 


4, 

3, 

445, 

114, 

93, 

522. 

6, 

4T, 

4, 
1, 
1. 
2, 
SI. 
3. 
1. 
4. 

1. 
10. 

2. 
27. 

10, 

2. 
3. 
6. 


2. 


TO. 
15* 

t, 

38. 

3. 


3, 
2, 

3, 
273, 

18U, 

1.: 

6.1 

8,1 
! 

IJ 
S,i 

1.^ 
( 

: 


1.' 
4,: 

20,' 

IJ 

350,: 

90,: 

274.  ( 
904,  • 
4,< 
4, 
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mtof  amounts  dishuraed  by  officers  in  the  Qnartermaster's  Department,  4'c. — Cont'd. 


Namei  of  officers. 


nt.  E.  B^  Twenty-fint  Infantry 

.•aLW.C,  Eighth  Infantry 

nt  George.  Seventeenth  laCantry 

.  W.I..  Seventh  Infantry 

It  O.  H.,  Seventeenth  Infantry 

atH.  P.,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry 

It.  W.  J.,  Twenty-second  Infantry 

nLB.K-,  Fifth  Artillery 

W.  P..  Twenty-third  Infantry 

ieat.  H.  E.,  Fourth  Infantry 

eoL  W.  C,  Second  Cavalry 

LieutCM..  Ninth  Infantry 

pt.  J.  F.,  milltarv  storekeeper,  Quartermaster'*  Department 

J.  M.,  Twentv-flrst  Infantry 

lent^  C.  H.,  Fifth  Cavalry 

.  T.  P.,  Twentv-fir*t  Infantry , 

ut.  L.  H.,  Ninth  Cavalry 

ientT.  B.,  Nineteenth  Infantry 

.  H.T..  First  Infantry 

Charles  F.,  Secxind  Cavalry 

atC.  W.,  Second  Infantry , 

ieut.  Alfred,  Twentieth  Infantry 

ent.  W.  v.,  Sixteenth  Infantry 

.ient.  B..  Third  Cavalry , 

•  B.,  jr.,  Fifth  Cavalry 

fut.  E.L.,  Fifth  Infantry 

iL  Col.  R.,  deputy  qu  artermaster-general 

aj.  C.  O..  quartermaster 

'..  J.  W.,  assintaut  quartermaster 

.  G.  C,  assistant  quartermaster 

t.  E.  J..  as8i«$tant  quartermaster 

ipt.  John,  assistant  quartermaster 

It  H.  B.,  Second  lofantry ' , 

itLO.,  Sixteenth  Infantry , 

ut  William,  Second  Artillery 

»ut  W.F.,Twentv -first  Infantry , 

.  E.  W..  Twenty-firHt  Infantry 

ei,  Lieut  J.  W..  Eighth  Infantry 

lent  J.  C. Second  Artillery 

.  D.  P.,  Tenth  Infantry 

W.  S..  Twenty-fifth  Infantrv 

It  M.  W.,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry 

eut  W.L,  Twenty-fifth  Infantry 

.  Lewis.  Third  Artillery 

.  R.G..  First  Artillery 

•ut  J.F.,  Third  Cavalry 

tttS.  M.,  Second  Cavalry 

Dt  E.Z..  jr..  Third  Cavalry , 

John,  Fourth  Infantry.. 

S.  D.,  Seventh  Cavalry 

Qt.  W.  S..  Ordnance  Department 

it.G.  W.H..  Third  Infantry 

Dt  E.  H.,  First  Cavalry 

>t  E.  v.,  First  Cavalry 

.G#W.,  Ninth  Cavalry , 

nt  S.  R.,  Fifteenth  Infantry 

.J.  P.,  Fourth  Artillery 

<ient  J.  D.,  Eighth  Cavalry 

.Theodore,  Fifteenth  Infantry 

eut  W.  8.,  Fifth  Cavalry 

ut  W.  P.,  Fourth  Artillery 

«ieQt  CoL  C.  H. ,  deputy  quartermastei  -genend 

.  W.,  Ordnance  Department J, 

LJent.  J.M..  Twenty-fourth  Infantry 

It  E.  R.,  Twenty-first  Infantry....'. 

at  P.  M.,  Twenty-second  Infantry 

nt  J.  L.,Third  Artillery 

Frederick.  Third  Infantry 

It  W.  J.,  Second  Infantnr 

.  J.  F..  Twenty-third  Innmtry 

it.  T.  G.,  Seventeenth  Infantry 

WaHaee.  Twenty-fifth  Infantry 

eat.  H.  E..  First  Cavalry 

Jamea,  Second  Infantry 

ol.  8.,  aaatstant  quartermBSter*general 

LG.,  Ninth  Cavalry 

ir,  Uent  P.,  Twelfth  Infantry 

It.  A.  W.,  Fifth  ArtiDery 

t  George  H.,  assistant  quartermaster 

.H.  C,  Sixteenth  Infantry 

It.  E.  II.,  Ordnance  Department /. 

ieat  Arthur,  Third  Infantry 


Amount 


1175  35 
1,338  35 
3,538  88 

16,064  26 

266  50 

5,411  36 

3,406  01 

2,514  80 

14,  659  Oi 
7, 867  83 

1. 209  45 
7,860  89 

51,115  73 

1,059  27 

47,237  08 

4.210  93 
26,088  66 

3, 143  75 

927  58 

15, 430  71 

3,  562  36 
1,086  30 
3.640  08 

12, 780  50 

220  4U 
768  41 

15, 499  33 

362, 276  40 

4,525  53 

39, 278  56 

152, 990  99 

20.504  58 

7.536  32 

10, 000  61 

1, 637  57 

901  50 

37,041  10 

1,766  38 

3,672  29 

329  95 

30  60 

2, 157  40 

311  85 

3,764  93 

3,366  82 

4, 655  95 

1,648  00 

1,050  48 

4,  847  76 
1, 632  63 
3,730  28 
3, 119  35 

190  83 

8,080  96 

2.'56  75 

172  95 

221  17 
1, 175  40 

208  40 

739  63 

70  80 

224,511  86 

696  45 

34,  084  70 

2,9»<3  11 

5,251  21 

b,621  68 

648  75 

457  28 

3,711  23 

13, 830  89 

729  85 

36  77 

4,671  55 

235, 199  48 

3,399  22 

4,122  04 

4,240  47 

99.916  18 

14.118  68 

1,095  63 
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Statement  of  amounts  diahursed  hy  officers  in  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  ^c. — Cont'd. 


Karnes  of  officers. 


Amount. 


Whittemore,  MfO-  J.  M.,  Ordnance  Department... 
Whipple,  Lieut.  C.  W.,  Ordnance  Department.... 

Williams.  Lieut.  C.  A.,  Twenty-first  Infantry 

Wallace,  Lieut  W.  M.,  Sixth  Cavalry 

Wetherill,  Lieut.  A.  M.,  Sixth  Infantry 

Wager,  Lieut  B.,  Second  Artillery 

Whitney,  Lieut  John,  Eleventh  Infantry 

Williams,  Lieut  W.  M.,  Nineteenth  Infantry 

Woodbury.  Lieut  T.  0.,  Sixteenth  Infantry 

Warrens,  Lieut.  C.  H.,  Fourteenth  Infantry 

Wilson,  Lieut  O.  S.,  Twelfth  Infantry 

Wotberspoon,  Lieut.  W.  W.,  Twelfth  Infantry  ... 

Winters,  Lieut  W.  H.,  First  Cavalry 

Webitter,  Lieut.  J.  McA.,  Twenty-second  Infantry 

Weir.  Lieut.  W.  B.,  Ordnance  Department 

Walker,  Lieut  L.  H.,  Fifteenth  Infantry 

Witherill,  Lieut  C.  T.,  Minteenth  Infantry 

Wesendorff,  Lieut.  Max,  First  Cavalry 

Whitten.  Lieut  J.  H..  Fifth  Infantry 

Wood,  Lieut  O.  E.,  Fifth  Artillery 

Weeks,  Lieut  H.  S.,  Eighth  Cavalry 

Ward,  Lieut.  F.  K.,  First  Cavalry 

Wygant  Lieut  H.,  Twenty-fourth  Infantry 

Weaver,  Lieut  E.  M.,  jr.,  Second  Artillery 

Waters,  Lieut  B.  N.,  Fifteenth  Infantry 


1955  83 

7, 464  76 

25  65 

S»  55 

2.341  88 

2.892  39 

1. 647  45 

13,441  57 

466  65 

11,914  05 

1,925  06 

15.  766  96 

22,327  12 

922  47 

2,756  09 

172  80 

22.242  31 

1,402  16 

96  25 

4,106  03 

459  49 

4.953  98 

5,  8(K)  18 

127  40 

427  55 


The  following  table  exhibits  the  number  of  wagons,  spring- wagons, 
ambulances,  harness,  &c.,  on  hand  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1876,  and  purchased  during  the  year,  as  shown 
by  the  returns  of  quartermasters'  stores  received  at  this  oflBce: 


Articles. 


Army- wagons 

Spring- wagons 

Ambulances 

Wagon-harness  .... 
Ambulance-harness 
Cart-harness 


On  hand. 

Purchased. 

2,437 

399 

211 

36 

177 

6 

16.861 

3,895 

4,139 

125 

509 

182 

Sold,  lost,  de- 
stroyed, Sic. 


390 

17 

34 

3,559 

365 

125 


Remaining  on 
hand. 


1,998 

219 

122 

14.887 

3,481 

428 


Statement  of  fuelf  forage,  and  straw  issued  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1676,  (U 
shown  by  the  returns  of  quartermasters*  stores  received  at  this  office. 


Articles. 


Wood,  hard 

Wood,  soft 

Coal,  anthracite  . 
Coal,  bituminous. 

Hay , 

Fodder 

Straw 

Oats 

Com 

Barley 

Bran 


Cords. 


61, 510 
71,992 


Tons. 


17,115 

16.605 

52.360 

323 

3,370 


Bosbeb. 


834,949 

592, 7g 

130.92 

45,972 


At  the  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year  the  flnance-branch  was  transferred 
to  and  consolidated  with  this  branch;  and  the  work  that  formerly  per- 
tained to  that  branch  is  embraced  in  this  report.    By  the  consolidation, 
economy  of  labor  and  increased  efficiency  have  been  secured. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  BINGHAM, 
Deputy  Qtuirtermaster'Oeneralj  Brevet  Brigadier- Oeneralj  U.  S.  A. 

The  Quaeteemastee-General  op  the  Aemy. 
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Report  of  Lieut,  Col.  J.  D.  Bingham^  deputy  quartermaster  general^  United 
States  Army  J  as  to  the  operations  of  the  clothing  branchy  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30, 1876. 

War  Department,  Quartermaster  General's  Office, 

Washingtony  2>.  C,  September  8,  1876. 

General.:  I  have  the  honor  to  saT)mit  the  anuaal  report  of  the  cloth- 
ing branch  of  this  office  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 

The  work  of  this  branch  consists  in  the  purchase  and  manufacture 
of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  and  clothing-materials,  and 
issue  of  such  articles  as  are  required  by  the  Army ;  the  care  and  pres- 
ervation of  such  articles  of  clothing  and  equipage  as  are  on  hand,  being 
apart  of  the  large  supply  remaining  in  store  at  the  close  of  the  war; 
and  the  examination  of  the  returns  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison 
eqnipage  rendered  by  officers  of  the  Army. 

The  accompanying  statements  (F  and  G)  give  a  complete  synopsis  of 
tbe  issue  of  clothing  to  the  National  Home  for  Disabled  Volunteers  under 
the  acts  of  Congress  approved  January  23,  1873,  and  June  18,  1874. 
As  no  complete  suits  of  clothing  were  on  hand,  equivalents  of  old  and 
disused  Army  clothing  were  issued,  as  intended  by  the  acts  referred  to, 
at  prices  fixed  by  a  board  of  officers.  At  the  time  the  last  annual  re- 
port and  the  accompanying  statement  <'  H  "  were  made,  orders  for  issue 
of  the  articles  of  clothing  specified  in  said  statement  had  been  given. 
But,  upon  the  request  of  the  authorized  agent  of  the  Home,  the  orders 
for  issue  were  modified.  Hence  the  detailed  statement  (F)  accompany- 
ing this  report,  which  gives  a  complete  account  of  the  transfers  under 
the  acts  referred  to. 

Upon  the  telegraphic  request  of  the  Lieutenant-General  of  the  Army 
and  the  orders  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  1,000  condemned  greatcoats 
were  issued  on  the  2d  and  3d  of  November,  1875,  to  the  sufferers  by  the 
conflagration  at  Virginia  City,  Nevada. 

Tbe  dark-blue  flannel  shirts  manufactured  from  a  quantity  of  flannel 
wbieb  was  not  considered  suitable  to  be  made  up  into  blouses,  referred 
to  in  my  last  annual  report,  have  since  been  issued,  and  have  given 
satisfaction. 

Daring  the  last  fiscal  year  25,000  pairs  of  worsted  stockings  have  been 
purchased  for  trial,  and  they  are  now  being  distributed  to  the  Army. 
^0  reports  as  to  their  serviceability,  as  compared  with  the  standard 
woolen  stockings,  have  yet  been  received. 

Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Acting  Quartermaster-General,  the 
Secretary  of  War  on  the  18th  of  September,  1875,  authorized  the  issue 
of  pillow-sacks  to  the  enlisted  men  of  the  Army.  They  are  manufac- 
tured from  the  large  supply  of  shelter-tents  on  hand  at  the  general 
depots.  In  consequence  of  their  adoption  the  allowance  of  straw  for 
bedding  has  been  increased  to  16  pounds  per  month  for  each  enlisted 
ouin  and  laundress. 

Daring  the  past  fiscal  year  the  subject  of  shoes  fastened  with  Esta- 
brook  &  Wire's  clinching-screw  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  this 
department.  Fifty  pairs,  offered  gratuitously  by  the  manufacturers,  were 
^t  for  trial  to  Fort  Dodge,  Elansas,  and  Fort  Concho,  Texas.  Keports 
^ntly  received  from  these  posts  show  that  they  have  been  tried  with 
^ery  favorable  results.  The  specifications  for  boots  and  shoes  have 
therefore  been  so  far  modified  as  to  enable  the  manufacturers  to  com- 
pel* for  fatare  contracts. 
The  Acting  Quartermaster  General,  in  September  last,  directed  tbe 
purchase  of  1,000  pairs  of  boots,  and  2,000  pairs  of  shoos,  prepared  by 
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the  water-proofing  process  of  Wm.  McKnight  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
They  have  been  distributed  for  trial  at  various  military  posts  through- 
out the  country. 

The  Acting  Quartermaster-General,  in  October  last,  directed  the  pur- 
chase, in  open  market,  of  10,000  pairs  of  boots,  at  contract  rates,  from 
the  following-named  manufacturers,  viz :  3,000  pairs  from  John  Mundell 
&  Co.,  the  contractors  and  lowest  bidders  at  last  contract-letting ;  3,000 
pairs  from  McKnight  &  Co. ;  and  2,000  pairs  each  from  Buckingham  & 
Hecht,  of  San  Francisco,  and  Loring,  Reynolds  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

The  ofScer  in  charge  of  the  depot  at  Philadelphia,  who  was  charged  . 
with  the  duty  of  making  the  purchases  from  the  eastern  manufacturers, 
was  directed  not  to  insist  on  the  manner  of  fastening  the  soles  to  the 
uppers,  but  to  see  that  the  boots  should  be  as  good  as  the  standard 
boots. 

Those  delivered  by  Mundell  &  Co.,  and  Buckingham  &  Hecht,  were 
inspected  and  accepted.  Those  offered  by  McKnight  &  Co.  were  rejected 
by  the  sworn  inspectors  and  officers  on  duty  at  Philadelphia.  Upon  the 
representation  of  McKnight  &  Co.,  that  the  boots  were  unfairly  rejected, 
another  inspection  was  ordered,  and  the  undersigned  was  designated  to 
make  the  same.  They  were  again  rejected,  not  being  considered  equal 
in  quality  to  the  standard.  The  Acting  Quartermaster-General  not  being 
satisfied  with  this  second  inspection,  ordered  a  board  of  officers  and  ex- 
perts to  convene  at  Philadelphia  to  examine,  not  only  the  boots  offered 
by  McKnight  &  Co.,  but  also  those  delivered  by  Loring,  Reynolds  & 
Co.,  which  in  the  meanwhile  had  also  been  rejected  by  the  insi>ectors  of 
the  Philadelphia  depot. 

The  board  met  and  recommended  acceptance  of  the  McKnight  boots 
at  a  reduction  of  10  per  cent,  below  the  contract-price ;  and  the  rejection 
of  the  boots  offered  by  Loring,  Reynolds  &  Co.,  with  the  proviso  that, 
should  the  Department  determine  to  accept  them,  the  price  should  be 
25  per  cent,  less  than  that  agreed  upon. 

The  boots  of  McKnight  &  Co.  were  then  received  and  issued  to  vari- 
ous posts  for  trial,  and  in  the  case  of  those  sent  to  Fort  Hamilton, 
New  York  Harbor,  (100  water-proofed  and  100  not  water-proofed,)  ab 
board  of  survey  declined  to  receive  them  on  account  of  their  inferior 
quality,  and  they  have  since  been  returned  to  the  depot  at  Philadel— 
phia. 

Loring,  Reynolds  &  Co.,  not  being  satisfied  with  the  rejection  of  thei'Bc: 
boots,  have  since  repeatedly  asked  that  they  be  submitted  to  a  board  (►^ 
arbitration,  which  has  been  declined. 

No  appropriation  for  preservation  of  clothing  and  equipage  by  tli^  ^ 
moth  and  mildew  proof  process  of  Geo.  A.  Cowles  &  Co.  having  bee  "Ma 
made  by  Congress,  the  Acting  Quartermaster-General,  under  a  decisic^n 
of  the  Attorney-General  of  the  United  States,  on  the  22d  of  Novemb^:»r, 
1875,  directed  the  expenditure  of  $39,040.07  for  the  labor  of  appl.yica  g 
the  process.  A  detailed  statement  of  articles  prepared,  marked  "  C,"  is 
herewith.  From  an  examination  of  the  annual  reports  of  officers  of  tt^^ 
Quartermaster's  Department,  it  appears  that  41  do  not  refer  to  the  proc- 
ess ;  16  do  not  express  an  opinion ;  21  make  favorable,  and  9  unfav'^^' 
able  mention  of  the  same.  ^, 

The  following-described  labor-saving  machinery  has  been  introduo^^ 
into  the  Philadelphia  and  Jeffersonville  depots,  viz:  A  band-knife  o«^  , 
ting- machine  at  each  of  the  depots  referred  to;  a  sponging-machii^^^ 
two  hoisting-machines;  one  measuring-machine;  and  one  of  Al^^ 
Warth's  cutting-machines,  J-inch  feed,  at  a  cost  of  $2,525,  at  the  '  ^ 
delphia  depot.    The  price  of  the  latter  having  since  been  advanced 
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13,570,  the  intention  to  purchase  one  for  the  Jeffersonville  depot  has 
been  abandoned.    The  price  for  a  1-inch-feed  machine  is  $6,520. 

Under  the  provisions  of  General  Orders  No.  96,  Adjatant-General's 
Office,  1875^  crossed  rifles  have  been  procured  and  issued  to  the  enlisted 
men  of  the  infantry  arm  of  the  service,  in  lieu  of  the  cap  bugles  hereto- 
fore supplied,  which  latter  are  now  furnished  only  to  field  and  band 
mosicians. 

In  conformity  with  General  Orders  No.  21,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 
1876,  dark-blue  instead  of  light-blue  chevrons  are  now  supplied  for 
great-coats  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  of  infantry. 

Five  hundred  tents  have  been  prepared  with  the  Pullan's  ventilator 
daring  the  past  fiscal  year,  at  a  royalty  of  $5  per  tent,  under  th^orders 
of  the  Acting  Quartermaster  General,  and  issued  for  trial  by  troops  on 
the  plains.    No  reports  as  to  their  utility  have  as  yet  been  received. 

Eflbrts  have  been  made  to  secure  the  designs  of  such  of  the  various 
headquarters  flags  used  in  the  Army  during  the  late  war  as  were  still 
wanting  to  make  up  a  complete  collection.  Copies  of  such  as  were  ob- 
tainable, together  with  those  of  which  the  Department  had  already  a 
record,  were  made  and  placed  on  exhibition  at  the  Philadelphia  Cen- 
tennial Exposition,  together  with  a  complete  collection  of  articles  of 
United  States  Army  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage. 

The  grounds  of  the  Schuylkill  arsenal,  and  6f  the  Philadelphia  depot  of 
the  Quartermaster's  Department,  have  been  improved  under  the  super- 
vision of  Mr.  Fred.  Law  Olmsted,  at  a  cost  of  $18,000. 

A  congress  of  shoe  and  leather  dealers,  advocating  the  use  of  hem- 
lock-tanned in  lieu  of  oak-tanned  lenther,  will  be  in  session  at  Phila- 
delphia in  October  next.  The  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment on  duty  in  that  city  have  been  ordered  to  attend  the  same,  and 
report  result  of  their  observations  to  this  office. 

In  the  inspection  of  woolen  blankets  purchased  during  the  last  fiscal 
year,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  black  stripe  was  not  as  durable  as  the 
rest  of  the  blanket.  Steps  have  consequently  been  taken  to  change  the 
color  of  the  stripes  and  letters  U.  S.  from  black  to  dark  indigo-blue. 

Congress  by  act  approved  June  16,  1874,  published  to  the  Army 
in  General  Orders  No.  58,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  1874,  requires  the 
issue  of  certain  articles  of  old-pattern  clothing  enumerated  therein.  The 
various  chief  quartermasters  of  military  divisions  and  departments  have 
been  instructed  to  see  that  the  law  is  strictly  complied  with. 

Ui)on  the  recommendation  of  the  Acting  Quartermaster-General,  the 
Secretary  of  War,  on  the  27th  of  December  last,  by  Special  Orders  No. 
264,  appointed  a  board  of  officers  to  consider  certain  subjects  pertaining 
to  the  Quartermaster's  DepartnUpnt. 
The  following  subjects  were  laid  before  and  acted  upon  by  the  board : 
1.  Change  in  the  manner  of  supplying  clothing  and  equipage  to  the 
Army.  The  plan  of  the  board,  which  was  approved  by  this  office  and 
^opted  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  is  as  follows : 

Estimates  wiU  be  consolidated  by  departments  and  for  warded,  with  one  copy  of  each 
poet  estimate,  throngh  the  proper  channels,  so  as  to  reach  the  Quartermaster-General's 
OflBce  early  in  the  month  of  June  each  year. 

Clothing  for  troops  in  the  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific  will  be  forwarded  in  bulk 
^  the  San  Francisco  depot,  and  will  be  distri bated  nnder  the  direction  of  the  chief 
^^Ufftermaster  of  the  division. 

.  Clothing  for  troops  in  the  Departments  of  the  Missouri  and  Texas  will  be  forwarded 
^  boik  to  the  depot  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  and  will  be  distributed  under  the  direction 
of  the  chief  qoartermaster  of  the  division. 

Clothing  for  all  other  troops  will  be  sent  direct  to  posts  from'the  Philadelphia  and 
JefferaouviUe  depots. 
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The  above  has  been  promulgated  to  the  Army  in  general  orders. 

2.  Avery's  mess-pan  was  foand  not  to  be  adapted  to  the  service. 

3.  Shoes  with  longer  tongues  were  favorably  reported  upon^  and  ap- 
proved by  the  Secretary  of  War.  Standard  samples  have  been  prepared, 
sealed,  and  distributed  to  the  purchasing  depots. 

4.  Flexible-shank  shoe,  submitted  to  this  oflSce  by  Mr.  L.  Heath,  of 
Boston,  Mass.,  was  not  recommended  for  adoption. 

5.  Improvement  in  the  fit  of  the  collar  of  the  uniform  coat  was  recom- 
mended. 

6  and  7.  Trousers  and  great-coats,  of  improved  patterns,  were  recom- 
mended. Standards  have  been  made,  sealed,  and  distributed  to  the  pur- 
chasing and  manufacturiug  depots. 

8.  Arctic  overshoes,  of  the  pattern  known  as  "  snow-excluders,''  were 
recommended,  and  adopted  as  standards. 

9  and  10.  The  issue  of  sealskin  caps  and  gauntlets  was  recommended 
by  the  board.  Standards  have  been  procured  and  distributed,  and 
issues  of  these  articles  will  hereafter  be  made  to  troops  serving  in  high 
northern  latitudes. 

11  and  12.  The  issue  of  musical  instruments,  such  as  trumpets,  bugles, 
fifes,  and  drums,  also  of  company,  regimental,  and  post  books  has  been 
considered,  and  the  recommendations  of  the  board  will  be  carried  into 
effect  as  soon  as  the  largejstock  of  those  articles  of  camp  and  garrison 
equipage  on  hand  shall  have  been  exhausted. 

13.  The  "Ooyle  army-bunk"  has  been  favorably  considered,  and  will, 
when  future  purchases  are  made,  be  brought  into  competition  with  the 
present  standard  bunks. 

14.  The  board  recommended  the  adoption  of  a  new  woolen  campaign 
hat.  Standards  have  been  procured,  sealed,  and  distributed,  and  15,000 
have  been  purchased  and  are  now  being  issued. 

15.  Complaints  having  reached  this  office  as  to  variations  in  the  uni- 
form worn  by  the  officers  of  the  Army,  the  board,  in  considering  the 
question,  prepared  a  description  of  each  article  of  officers'  uniform.  The 
War  Department  has  decided  that  the  same  shall  be  embodied  in  the 
new  regulations. 

Copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board  having  reference  to  the  various 
subjects  referred  to  are  respectfully  submitted  herewith,  marked  "K." 

Kew  specifications  for  the  following  articles  of  clothing  and  equipage 
have  been  prepared  and  adopted  during  the  laBt  fiscal  year :  Crossed 
rifles,  shoes,  kersey,  and  shirting-flannel,  light  quality ;  seal-skin  caps 
and  gauntlets,  arctic  overshoes,  campaign  hats,  great-coats,  trousers, 
bed-sacks,  pillow-cases,  common  tents,  and  colored  jeans. 

All  the  specifications  for  such  article^  of  clothing  and  equipage  as 
have  been  adopted  by  the  Quartermaster-General  since  the  introduction 
of  the  new  uniform,  have  been  printed  and  distributed  to  the  various 
officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department. 

It  is  estimated  that  $1,534,735.47  will  be  required  to  clothe  and  equip 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  for  the  next  fiscal  year.* 

'So  claims  have  been  received  or  acted  upon  by  this  board,  as  all  the 
claims  under  the  act  of  July  4, 1864,  are  now  examined  in  the  claims 
branch  of  this  office.  All  claims  on  account  of  clothing  and  equipage 
have,  therefore,  been  transferred  to  that  branch. 

In  conclusion,  I  respectfully  refer,  for  further  and  more  explicit  infor- 

*  This  is  the  amouDt  reqaired,  after  dedacting  from  the  actual  aUowance  fixed  by 
regulations,  those  articles  of  clothing  and  equipage  which  it  is  estimated  will  remain 
on  hand  at  the  end  of  the  present  fiscal  year. 


QUABTERMASTER-GENERAL.  171 

matioD,  as  to  the  work  performed  by  this  branch  of  the  of&ce,  to  the 
accompanying  statements,  viz : 

A.--Statement  showing,  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  from  the  records 
of  this  office,  the  quantity  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  and 
dothing  materials  in  the  hands  of  officers  of  the  Army  June  30, 1875 ; 
the  quantity  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage  purchased,  manu- 
factured, sold,  lost,  and  issued  to  the  Army  of  the  United  States  during 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  and  the  quantity  remaining  on 
hand  for  the  supply  of  the  Army  at  that  date. 

B.— Statement  showing  expenditures  on  account  of  clothing,  camp 
aDd  garrison  equipage  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 

C. — Statement  showing  expenditures  on  account  of  preservation  of 
clothing,  equipage,  and  materials  from  moth  and  mildew  by  the  process 
of  Geo.  A.  Cowles  &  Co.,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 

D. — Statement  of  amounts  received  from  the  sale  of  surplus  service- 
able, damaged,  and  irregular  articles  of  clothing,  &c.,  sold  at  the  prin- 
cipal depots  and  posts;  also  the  amount  derived  from  sales  to  officers 
daring  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 

E. — Statement  of  amounts  received  and  expended  by  the  Quarter- 
master's Department  on  account  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equip- 
age during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 

F. — Statement  showing  the  quantity  of  clothing  issued  to  the  Na- 
tional Home  for  Disabled  Volunteers,  under  the  act  of  January  23, 1873, 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1875;  also  the  total  quantity  of 
clothing  issued  to  the  home  under  the  act  of  June  18, 1874. 

G. — Statement  showing  the  quantity  of  clothing  issued  during  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876,  to  the  National  Home  for  Disabled 
Tolanteers,  under  the  act  of  January  23, 1873. 

H.— Stat-ement  of  returns  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage 
received  and  examined,  and  of  letters  received  and  written  during  the 
fecal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 

L— Statement  of  the  clerical  force  employed  in  the  clothing  and 
equipage  branch  of  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office  during  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30, 1876. 
K.— Copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  officers  convened  by 
section  3,  Special  Orders  No.  264,  Adjutant-GeneraPs  Office,  1875,  upon 
the  various  subjects  laid  before  said  board  having  reference  to  clothing, 
camp  and  garrison  equipage. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  BINGHAM, 
Deputy  Quartermaster' Oeneralj  Brevet  Brigadier- Oeneralj  V.  8.  A. 

The  Quaetermaster-General  of  the  Army, 

Washingtonj  D.  C 
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B.SkUement  showing  expenditures  on  account  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage^  dur- 

ing  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 

Military  Division  of  the  Pacific $119,675  70 

Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic 940  92 

Military  Divihion  of  the  Missouri 10,228  57 

Military  Division  of  the  Soath 555  50 

Depot  at  New  York 10,0H3  25 

Depot  at  Jefferson ville,Ind 244,573  77 

Depot  at  Philadelphia,  Pa 1,038,764  56 

Depot  at  Chicago,  111 3,523  25 

Depot  at  Saint  Louis,  Mo 149  38 

Depot  at  Washington,  D.C 15  00 

Columbus  Barracks,  Ohio 290  30 

Augusta  arsenal 2  00 

Fraukford  arsenal 25  00 

Total , 1,428,827  20 

Q,^Stdtement  of  expenditures  on  account  of  preservation  of  clothing ^  equipage,  and  materials 

from  moth  and  mildew  by  the  process  of  George  A.  Cowles  ^  Co.,  during  the  fiscal  year 
adiug  June  30,  1876. 


QoutH;. 


25,  «9 

UM\ 

8.3431 

SIO 

1,611 

17,099 

1 


Sabjected  to  procetia. 


Tarda  dark-blue  cloth.  3-4  .. 
Yard*  dark-bine  cloth,  6-4., 
Yardu  flky-blae  keraej,  6-4. 
Yardit  tky-blue  ken»ey,  3-4 . 

Wall-tenU 

Common  tents 

Sbelter-tent« 

Shelter-tent 


Total 


Price. 

Amonni. 

$0  10 

$2,568  98 

20 

13, 106  27 

20 

2,968  47 

10 

834  33 

5  20 

2. 852  00 

3  06} 

4. 940  40 

70 

11,969  30 

32 

32 

39, 040  07 


^'-Statement  of  amounts  received  from  the  sale  of  surplus  serviceable^  (old  pattern,)  unserrioe- 
^k,damagedf  and  irregular  articles  of  clothing,  <f*c.,  sold  at  the  principal  depots  and  posts; 
<^  the  amount  derived  from  sales  to  officers,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876. 

From  Bales  at  Jeffersonville,  Ind $3,328  82 

Promsalesat  Philadelphia,  Pa 22,430  21 

« rom  sales  at  other  depots  and  stations 16, 424  76 

rroiD  sales  to  officers,  &c.,  **  credited  to  appropriation  for  clothing  and 

equipage" 93, 192  81 

Total 135,376  60 

^"-Statement  of  amounts  received  and  expended  by  the  Quartenmuter's  Department  on  acooun 
of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  during  the  fiscal  ytar  ending  June  30,  1876. 

RECEIPTS. 

Appropriate  by  Congress $1,450,000  00 

^po«itcd  by  officers  in  the  Treasury,  subject  to  appropriation  for  cloth- 

^gandeqnipage 93,192  81 

^^ived  from  sales,  covered  into  the  Treasury  to  credit  of  miscellaneous 
"sceipu 42,183  79 

Total 1,585,376  60 

EXPENDITURES. 

Ejfpended  for  clothing  and  equipage $1,428,827  20 

^^ered  into  the  Treasury  from  sales 42,183  79 

fiAl4Dceia  Treasury  June  30,  lb76 114,365  61 

Total 1.585,376  60 
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F. — Statement  showing  the  quantity  of  clothing  ismed  to  the  National  Home  for  Disabled  Voluv- 
teerSj  under  the  act  of  January  23,  1H73,  during  tJte  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1875;  aha 
of  the  total  quantity  of  clothing  issued  to  the  Home  under  the  act  of  June  18,  1874. 

Prices. 

l,395  8uits,  (act  of  January  23,  1873) ?22  03 $30,731  85 

Issued  on  accouut,  3(1,321  pairs  shoes,  pegged 75    §27, 240  75 

2,245  pairs  boots,  sewed 1  55^        3, 485  36 

30,726  IL 


Balance  in  favor  of  Home 5  74 

10,000  suits,  (act  of  June  18,  1874) 22  03     220,300  0(J 


Issued  on  account,  74,815  bats 8f  6,546  31 

83,018  forage  caps 2f  2,  •2S2  99 

44,011  great-coats    2  40  105,626  40 

49,015  uuiform-jackets 40^  22,791  97 

4,823  uniform-coats,  condemned  82i  3,970  93 

34,450  sack-coats,  lined 8(1^  27, 628  90 

40,498  sack  coat-8,  unlined 49jf  20, 114  01 

3,583  pairs  boots,  sewed 1  30^  4,669  84 

11,72:5  pairs  boots,  pegged 1  24^  14,  595  13 

3i  pairs  boots,  odd 1  24^  4  36 

2,6^0  pairs  shoes,  sewed 1  O^i  2, 751  47 

1,660  uniform-coats,  old  pattern  89  1,477  40 

4,081  pairs  trowsers 1  92|  7, 845  72 


220, 305  7« 


220,305  43 


Balance  in  favor  of  the  Home '^1 

G. — Statement  showing  the  quantity  of  clothing  issued  to  the  Xational  Home  for  Disahled  Vol- 
unteerSt  under  the  act  of  January  23,  1873,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  lb7G. 

Prices. 

Balance  due  the  Home,  as  per  statement  F 80  31 

1,407  suits $22  03     30,996  21 

Total 30,996^ 

Issued  on  account,  61,997  uniform-jackets,  private..  46^  28,828  61 

328  uniform-jackets,  musician  46^  152  52 

2,242  sack-coats,  lined 8()]  1, 798  08 

438  sack-coats,  unlined 49^  217  54 


*rt 


30,996    '' 


Balance  due  the  United  States * 

H. — Statement  of  returns  of  cloihing,camp  and  garrison  equipage  received  and  examirt^ 
and  of  letters  received  and  written  during  the  fiscal  yeur  ending  June  30,  1876. 

Number  of  returns  on  hand  June  30,  1875 *^ 

Number  of  returns  received  during  the  liscal  year 3,C^ 


Total 4,^ 

Number  of  returns  examined  during  the  fiscal  year 3,7^ 

Number  of  returns  on  hand  for  examination  June  30,  1 876 


Number  of  letters  received  pertaining  to  settlement  of  otlicers'  clothing  ac- 
counts and  to  inspection  reports  and  boards  of  survey 3,  B-^ 

Number  of  letters  received  pertaining  to  purchase,  manufacture,  and  issue  of 

clothing  and  equipage 1,^^ 

Total 5,5 


Number  of  letters  written  pertaining  to  settlement  of  accounts  and  to  inspec- 
tion reports  and  boards  of  survey 7, 8^ 

Nnmlier  of  letters  written  pertaining  to  purchase,  manufacture,  and  issue  of 

clothing  and  equipage 2, 7E^ 

Total 10,5 
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J.—Staimmt  of  the  clerical  force    employed  in  the  clothing  and  eguipage  hranch  of  the 
i^uartermabter-GeneraVs  Office  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  130,  1876. 


OatheSOthof  Jane,  1875.. 
OntbeSatbof  Jane,  1876.. 


Clerks. 


13 
10 


Copyifltti.    Laborers. 


2 
2 


•1 
1 


In  addition  to  this  force  1  clerk  was  employed  durinfi;  the  whole  year  in  preparing 
tabnlarstatenientti  of  the  clothing,  «&:c.,  in  the  hands  of  officers  of  the  Army;  and  3 
copyists  in  copying  old  records. 

K.— r<>piV«  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  officers  conrened  hy  section  3.  Special  Orders  No. 
2H4,  A.  G.  O.,  lK7r),  upon  the  various  subjects  laid  before  said  Board  having  reference  to 
duthiag,  camp  and  garrison  equipage, 

PiiiLADELPniA,  Pa.,  February  25,  1876. 

TheB^ard  of  officers  assembled  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  in  obedience  to  paragraph  3, 
Special  Orders  No.  264,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  dated  Decem- 
kr 27, IcT't,  having  fully  discussed  and  considered  the  subject  "as  to  the  beat  sj'steni 
of  gupplying  clothing  to  the  Army,"  begs  to  submit  the  following 

REPOKT. 

The  Boanl  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  present  system  of  supplying  clothing  to  the 
Army  should  be  changed.  The  experience  of  less  than  a  year  and  a  half  has,  in  the 
■jwlief  of  the  Board,  clearly  established  that  it  has  not  satisfied  the  Army,  nor  resulted 
in  any  advantage  over  the  former  system.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  proven  more  cxpeu- 
bivi^,  bnnleusojue,  tardy,  and  in  a  variety  of  ways  unsatisfactory. 

The  Board  would,  therefore,  recommend  a  return  to  a  modified  form  of  the  system 
fonuerly  in  use,  of  shipping  all  the  clothing  lor  any  post  to  the  post  quartermaster; 
and  that  all  clothing  at  posts  be  held  by  that  officer,  to  be  issued,  under  the  orders  of 
the  post  commander,  to  companies,  as  required  for  immediate  use. 

That  this  class  of  property  is  better  kept  and  cared  for  and  less  liable  to  loss  or  dam- 
age when  intrusted  as  au  aggregate  to  the  post  quartermaster,  instead  of  each  com- 
panfs  supply  by  itself,  seems  to  the  Board  obvious  and  beyond  doubt. 

The  following  system,  prepared  and  submitted  by  Capt.  J.  G.  C.  Lee,  A.  Q.  M.,  is  re- 
Ifarded  hy  the  lioard  entirely  practicable,  a  great  saving  in  clerical  labor,  a  very  marked 
eiinpljtication  of  the  present  method,  an<l  is  recommended  for  adoption. 

It  provides  that  all  estimates  for  clothing  and  equipage  shall  originate  with  com- 
nianders  of  companies,  and  separate  detachments  if  less  than  com])auies,  who  are,  un- 
deniably, the  best  judges  of  the  needs  of  their  men.  Such  estimates  carefully  revised 
l>y  Post  Commanders,  consolidated  by  Post  Quartermasters,  forwarded  to  Chief  Quar- 
termasters of  Departments  for  revision  at  Department  Headqusirters,  again  consolidated 
^y  Chief  Quartermasters  of  Departments  and  forwarded  for  action  of  higher  authority 
IB  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed,  will,  it  is  conlidently  believed,  secure  the  prompt 
*nd  thorough  supply  of  the  soldier,  with  the  minimum  of  expense,  labor,  and  incon- 
^enieDce. 

To  carry  out  this  system  Captain  Lee  has  prepared  a  blank,  to  be  usf^d  by  all  officers 
whether  in  preparing  original  estimates  or  in  consolidating  those  received  from  other 
*«nrce6.    This  blank.,  having  all  the  headings  printed,  can  be  filled  or  consolidated 
^ith  the  greatest  possible  dispatch. 

The  Hystem  in  detail  is  as  follows: 

One  copy  only  of  estimates  for  clothing  and  equipage  to  be  prepared  by  commanding 

^•fficersof  companies,  or  separate  detachments  if  less  than   cimipanies,  based  on  the 

^w^anic  strength  of  command,  stating  quantities  of  the  various  sizes  of  the  difterent 

^icle«  riHiuired,  and  forwarded  to  the  Post  Commander,  who,  after  carefully  revising 

^Q^m,  shall  cause   his  quartermaster  to  consolidate  them,  adding  such  as  may  be  nec- 

**8ary  fur  poet  pnrpost-s;    such  consolidation  to  be  made  on  the  blank  alluded  to,  the 

*DM)unt  foreach  company  to  be  stated  on  a  separate  line,  the  whole  to  be  added  together, 

^id  Jroiu  the  total  the  actiial  or  probable  amount  on  hand  deducted.    The  company  or 

^tachment  estimates  to  remain  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Post  Quartermaster  for  the 

'nformatioo  and  guidance  of  the  officers  of  the  Post,  and  the  record  of  issues.     The  Post 

SNrtemiiister  to  forward  to  the  Chief  Quartermaster  of  the  Department  two  copies  of 

Iheconfiolidated  post  estin»ates.     After  the  revision  of  these  post  estimates  at  Depart- 

"^ttt  Headquarters,  they  are  to  consolidated   by  posts,  on  the  snnie  blank,  and  any 

JJjQal  or  probable  balance  on  hand  at  any  depot  under  his  control  deducted  by  the 

''epartnieut  Quartermaster,  who  will  forward  for  the  action  of  higher  authority  one 
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copy  of  80ch  consolidated  department  estimates,  snpported  by  one  number  of  each  pfr«** 
estimate.  It  is  plain  that  such  consolidated  Department  estimate  wilt  exhibit  anionn'tf:^'^ 
required  by  posts  in  detail,  while  if  details  of  amounts  required  at  posts  by  compani^^ 
are  desired,  they  are  supplied  by  the  accompanying  post  estimates.  From  the  consol^^ 
dated  Department  estimates  the  Quartermaster-General  can  direct  shipments  froc*^ 
depots  to  posts,  or  in  bulk  from  main  to  distributing  depots,  as  be  may  deHire. 

By  this  method  all  higher  authority  will  be  able  to  much  more  easily,  clearly,  am 
comprehensively  revise  estimates,  and  direct  the  disposition  of  stores,  than  by  goinj 
over  tbe  great  number  of  estimates  now  required. 

The  Board  is  induced  to  present  this  plan  by  a  desire  to  reduce  the  number  of  esti-^ 
mates  now  made.    The  multiplication  of  papers  is  a  great  and  growing  evil  in  th9 
Army,  and  anything  that  tends  to  simplify  the  duties  and  labors  of  any  branch  of  tbe 
service  appears  of  much  importance. 

To  illustrate  the  advantage  of  the  proposed  system,  tbe  Board  t^ikes  as  an  example 
a  post  of  six  companies  and  headquarters  of  a  regiment,  which  under  the  present  sys- 
tem is  required  to  forward  eight  estimates  in  triplicate,  or  twenty-four  papers  In  all. 
This  number  is  doubled  when  estimates  for  old  and  now  patterns  of  clothing  are  re> 
quired  separately.  It  roust  be  plain  how  it  would  simplify  matters  and  favor  thorough 
revision  to  have,  in  place  of  such  a  number,  simply  two  papers,  which  would  clearly  and 
concisely  give  the  whole  information. 

Should  a  company  change  station,  and  the  transfer  of  the  whole  or  any  portion  of 
clothing  received  on  estimate  for  it  be  desirable,  it  can  readily  be  done,  aa  the  esti- 
mates retained  at  posts,  and  which  servo  without  trouble  as  a  record  of  issues,  would 
show  what  was  due. 

The  quantity  of  clothing  estimated  for  by  each  company  commander  should,  as  a 
rule,  be  held  subject  to  the  wants  of  that  company  ;  but,  in  case  of  nei^d,  to  be  issued 
otherwise,  in  which  case  the  Post  Quartermaster  should  call  for  an  amount  to  replace 
it  if  the  state  of  his  supplies  so  require. 

As  the  initial  step  toward  this  system,  all  clothing  now  in  tbe  hands  of  company  or 
detachment  commanders  to  be  turned  in  to  Post  Quartermasters,  and  drawn  as  herein- 
before recommended.  This  will  enable  Department  Commanders  and  Quart43rmaster8 
to  know,  from  quarterly  and  other  reports,  the  exact  state  of  the  clothing  supply  in  their 
departments. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  estimates  should  be  made  yearly,  and  filled  as 
promptly  as  possible.  It  further  recommends  that  the  distributing  depot  at  Leaven- 
worth be  continued,  which,  with  the  depots  at  Philadelphia,  Jeffersonville,  and  San 
Francisco,  will,  it  is  believed,  provide  for  the  prompt  supply  of  the  Army. 

D.  H.  RUCKER, 
AssU  Quartermaster- General,  Brevet  Major-General  U.  S.  J.,  President, 

H.  M.  BLACK, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  ISth  Infantry,  Brevet  Colonel  JJ.  S.  A, 

W.  B.  ROYALL, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  3d  Cavalry,  Brevet  Colonel  V.  S.  A, 

A.  C.  WILDRICK, 
Captain  3d  Artillery ,  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  U,  S.  A. 

J.  G.  C.  LEE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster,  Brevet  Lieutenant  Coionel  U.  S.  A.,  Recorder. 
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Estimate  of  dotlmig^  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  required  for  the  troops  herei 
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Estimate  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  ^c. — Continoed. 


UNIFORM  DRKS8  CAPS— 
CootiDUfd. 


ComrolBsary 
nergeaat. 


PompoDi. 


X 


-  < 


CAMTAIOX  HATS. 


FORAGE  CAPS. 


Cords  and  tasseU. 


=   1 


3   4 


a    s    z  —  ,  c  ■» 


METALLIC  DRESS 

AND  FORAGE  CAP 

ORIVAMCNTS. 


6  5 


e 
'be 


o 
a 


•o 
o 


S 


u 


S 

o 


/ 


pa 


QUASTESMASTEE-GENESAL. 


189 


EiUmate  of  clothingf  camp  and  garrUon  equipage^  ^c. — Continued. 
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Estimate  of  clothing^  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  ^-c— Continued. 
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Eitinuiie  of  clothin^f  camp  and  garrison  equipage^  <f*o. — Continued. 
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Estimate  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equipage^  <f'c.— Continued. 
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Eitimate  of  clothingy  camp  and  garrison  equipage^  ^o. — Continaed. 


CHETROlffS— P  AIRS— Continaed. 
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Estimate  of  clothing^  camp  and  garrison  equipage,  tjc— Continued. 
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Ettimate  of  clothingf  camp  and  garrison  egvipagej  ^c, — Continued. 
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Estimate  of  dothingf  camp  and  garrison  equipage^  4^, — Coptinued. 
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Estimate  of  clothing,  camp  and  garriwn  equipage,  ^*c. — Continued. 
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EHimate  of  cloihingf  camp  and  garrU^n  equipage,  fe. — Continoet 
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Eitimate  of  dothingf  camp  and  garrison  equipage^  fc, — Continaed. 


TLiOS. 


Si 

'I 


COLORS,  XTC. 


a 
•a 


o 

9 
la 

k 

a 

-a 

X 


"S  "5 


/ 


5 

a 
« 

a 


STENCILS. 


6 

« 
s 

u 
bo 

a 


2 

ce 


2 

cS 
a. 


s 

<  S5 


S 
o 
o 

af 

M 

C 
J3 


♦cloth. 


I 

■3 

g 


1 


M 


•flan- 
nel. 


t 

1 

9 

d 
I 

■ 
O 

s 


PAPKR. 


a 

d 

9 

2 

04 


Remarks. 


*For  lale  to  oflSoers. 


I 


202 


REPORT   OP  THE   SECRETARY   OF   WAR. 


^ 


O 


a 
o 


Q 


O 
O 

cs 


e8 

W3 


cs 

*2 

a 
o 

CO 

1 


6 


^ 


r3 
« 

o 

•s 

a 
B 

eS 
H 


y,.        .„      •<|^      V.w'^V 


QUAETEEMAST£B-a£NEBA.L. 


203 


[Form  No.  48.] 
lEtfimate  of  clofhing,  eamp  and  gatriton  equipage, 


•,by 


Heqmred  for  troops  at 

All  officers  who  forward  their'estimates  to  the  Qnartermaster-Generali  as  recruiting 
officers,  ordnance  officers,  <&c.,  and  all  those  who  draw  clothing,  camp  and  garrison 
eqaipage,  for  the  purpose  of  filling  reqnisitions,  will  nse  this  form.  Those  who  draw 
for  isBoe,  as  company  commanders,  will  nse  special  reqnisition,  form  No.  44. 


Note.— A.8  coats  and 
blooaea  of  size  No.  4  are 
the  largest  kept  on  hand 
for  iftsae,  oflSoers  reqnir- 
ing  those  garments  for 
men  who  exceed  six  feet 
in  height  will  send  with 
the  eetimatns  for  clothing 
the  following  measure- 
ments,  in  order  that  the 
srticlen  may  be  made  np 
at  the  clothing  depot: 


1  to  2,  length  of  waist. 

1  to  3,  length  of  waist  and  skirt. 

4  to  5,  breadth  of  back. 

4  to  6,  elbow. 


4  to  7,  sleeve. 

8,  size  of  collar. 

9,  breast  measure. 
10,  waist. 


The  Board  of  officers  convened  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  by  virtne  of  par^igraph  3,  Spe- 
cisl  Orders  No.  264,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  dated  December  27, 
1^5,  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  subject  of  the  ''Avery  mess- 
pMi,"  invented  by  Mr.  Cyrus  Avery,  of  Erie,  Erie  County,  Pa. 


REPORT. 


The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  mess-pan  patented  by  Mr.  Cyrus  Avefy,  of 
£rie,  Erie  County,  Pa.,  is  not  adapted  for  the  uses  of  the  service. 

It  appears  to  have  been  devised  for  individual  use,  for  which  purpose  it  seems  to  be 
well  adapted,  but  the  board  regards  with  disfavor  the  introduction  of  an  article  which 
JQold  tend  to  the  individualism  of  the  soldier,  add  weight  to  his  equipment,  and  ren- 
der the  issue  and  division  of  rations  more  detailed  and  troublesome. 

It  is  too  small  for  the  purposes  of  the  company  or  of  a  mess,  and  is  as  heavy  as  the 
Bwes-pan  at  present  nsea,  wnich  answers  for  three  or  more  men,  fits  readily  one  within 
•oother,  and  costs  but  twenty  cents,  while  the  price  of  the  one  in  question  is  a  dollar 
»M  a  quarter  each. 

The  Board  cannot,  therefore,  recommend  its  adoption. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  February  1, 1876. 

D.  H.  RUCKER, 
AsBt  Q,  M,  Gen,f  BvU  Maj,  Gtn.t  U,  S,  A,,  President, 

H.  M.  BLACK, 
Lieut  Col,  Eighteenth  Iftfantry,  Bvt,  Col,,  U,  S.  A, 

W.  B.  ROYALL, 
Lieut,  Col,  Third  Cavalry,  Bvt,  Col,  U,  8.  A. 

A.  C.  WILDRICK, 
Capt,  Third  Artillery,  Bvt,  Lieut.  Col,  U,  S,  A, 

J.  G.  C.  LEE, 
Capt,  and  Asat,  Q,  M,,  Bvt,  Lieut,  Col,  U,  S.  A,,  Recorder, 
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The  Board  convened  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  by  virtue  of  paragraph  3,  Special  Ordc 
No.  264,  War  Department.  A^jatant-GeneraPs  Offloe,  dated  December  27,  1875,  havii 
examined  into  the  question  of  lengthening  the  tongues  of  the  present  standard 
shoes,  and  after  having  read  all  the  papers  submitted  in  relation  thereto,  and  havii 
fully  discussed  ieuid  considered  the  subject,  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following 

RRPORT. 

The  Board  is  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  tongues  of  the  shoes  of  the  prese 
standard  should  be  lengthened  so  that  they  will  extend  a  quarter  of  an  inch  above  tl 
top  of  the  quarter  of  the  shoe  when  laced  on  the  foot,  and  recommend  such  change. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  February  7,  1876. 

D.  H.  RUCKER, 
AmU  Q.  M,  Gen.,  Bvt,  MaJ,  Gen,  U,,  S,  J.,  President 

H.  M.  BLACK, 
Lieut  Cot  Eighteenth  Infantry^  Bvt  Coh^  U,  S,  A, 

W.  B.  ROYALL, 
Lieut.  Cot  Third  Cavalry ^  Bvt  Cot,  17,8.  A. 

A,  C.  WILDRICK, 
Capt  Third  Artillery ^  Bvt  Lieut  Cot,  U,  S.  A. 

J,  G,  C.  LEE, 
Capt,  and  Aast  Q,  J/.,  Bvt,  Lt  Cot,  U.  S.  A.,  Beoorder. 


The  Board  convened  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  by  virtue  of  paragraph  3,  Special  Ordei 
No.  264,  War  Department,  A^jutant-GeneraPs  Office,  dated  December,  27, 1875,  havin 
examined  the  '*nexible  whole  shank''  for  shoes,  submitted  by  Laban  Heath,  of  Bostoi 
and  read  all  the  papers  submitted  in  relation  thereto,  and  having  fully  discussed  ani 
considered  the  subject,  begs  to  submit  the  following 

REPORT. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  no  advantage  will  be  derived  from  its  adoption,  am 
hence  does  not  recommend  it. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  February  7, 1876. 

D.  H.  RUCKER, 
Aaet.  Q.  If.  Gen.^  Bvt.  Mai.  G«ti.,  U.  S,  A.,  President 

H.  M.  BLACK, 
Lieut  Cot  Eighteenth  Infantry,  Bvt  Cot,  U.  8.  A, 

W.  B.  ROYALL, 
Lieut  Col,  TIdrd  Cavalry,  Bvt  Cot,  U,  8.  i. 

A.  C.  WILDRICK, 
Cqipt  Third  Artillery,  Bvt  Lieut  Cot,  U.  8.  A. 

J.  G.  C.  LEE, 
Capt,  and  A,  Q.  M.,  Bvt  Lieut  Cot,  U.  8,  A,,  Recorder^ 


The  Board  convened  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  by  virtue  of  paragraph  3,  Special  Ordtf 
No.  264,  War  Department,  Adjutant-GeneraPs  Office,  dated  December  27,  1875,  havii 
examined  into  the  subject  of  *'  improvement  in  the  fit  of  the  collars  of  uniform  coate 
and  having  read  all  the  papers  in  relation  thereto,  and  fully  discussed  and  consider^ 
the  subject,  begs  to  submit  the  following 

REPORT. 

From  a  careful  examination  of  uniform  coats,  of  the  various  kinds  and  sizes,  at  tl 
Philadelphia  depot  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  the  Board  is  of  the  opinion  th. 
no  defect  exists  in  the  fit  of  the  collars  of  coats  as  they  are  now  manufactured,  ac 
hence  does  not  recommend  any  change  therein.  The  Board  is,  however,  of  the  opinic 
that  the  waists  of  uniform  coats  shoiud  be  lengthened  from  three-eighths  of  an  inch  I 
three-quarters  of  an  inch,  according  to  size,  and  recommends  such  change. 
The  sleeves  of  the  coats  examined  were,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  sufficiently  Iod^ 
The  Board  has  learned  from  Capt.  John  F.  Rodgers,  Military  Store-Keeper,  Unit* 
States  Army,  in  charge  of  the  clothing  branch  of  the  depot,  that  the  defect  in  the  cc 
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lir  named  by  laspector-General  E.  Shriver,  United  States  Army,  had  some  time  ago 
been  foand  to  exist,  and  that  it  had  been  remedied,  and  that  all  ooats  now  being  mana^ 
iictQred  are  of  the  pattern  improved  in  this  respect. 

Philadklphia,  Pa.,  February  12, 1876. 

D.  H.  RUCKER, 
AbbU  Q,  M.  Gen,,  Bvi.  MaJ,  Oen,,  U,  S,  A,,  President, 

H.  M.  BLACK, 
Lieut  Col,  Eighteenth  Infantry,  Bvt.  Col,  U.  S.  A, 

W.  B.  ROYALL, 
Lieut.  Coh  Third  Cavalry,  Bvt,  Col,  U,  S,  A, 

A.  C.  WILDRICK, 
CapU  Third  Artillery,  Bvl  Lieut,  Col,  U.  S,  A. 

J.  G.  C.  LEE, 
('apt,  and  A,  Q.  M.,  Bvl  Lieut,  Col,  U,  8,  J.,  Recorder, 


Tbe  Board  convened  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  by  virtue  of  paragraph  3,  Special  Orders 
Ko. 264,  War  Department,  Adjntant-Ctoneral's  Office,  dated  December  27,  1875,  having 
considered  the  snbject  of  *'  improvement  in  the  pattern  of  uniform  trousers,"  and  read 
all  the  papers  in  relation  thereto,  and  having  examined  the  new-pattern  trousers  manu- 
tactnred  at  the  Philadelphia  depot,  and  fully  discussed  the  subject,  begs  to  submit  the 
following 

REPORT. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  pattern  of  uniform  trousers  may  be  improved 
tl  bat  a  very  slight  additional  cost,  and  would  recommend  that  they  hereafter  be  made 
ifter  tbe  pattern  of  the  foot  and  mounted  trousers  forwarded  with  this  report,  which 
differ  from  the  old  pattern  in  having  frog-mouth  pockets,  watch-pockets,  strap  and 
bockle  OD  the  back,  a  slight  spring  at  the  &ot,  and  no  waist-band. 

Phiudilphia,  Pa.,  Ff^yruary  12, 1876. 

D.  H.  RUCKER, 
Awt,  Q,  M,  Gen,,  Bvt,  Ma},  Gen,,  U,  S,  A,,  President, 

H.  M.  BLACK, 
Lieut,  Col  Eighteenth  Infantry,  Bet,  Col,  U,  S,  A, 

W.  B.  ROYALL, 
Lieut  Col,  Third  Cavalry,  Bvt  Col,  U.  S,  A, 

A.  C.  WILDRICK, 
Capt  Third  Artillery,  Bvt  Lieut  Col,  U,  S,  A, 

J.  G.  C.  LEE, 
Capt,  and  A.  Q,  M,,  Bvt  Lieut  Col,  U,  S,  A,,  Recorder, 


^  ^e  Board  convened  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  by  virtue  of  paragraph  3,  Special  Orders 
^^  264,  War  Department,  Adjutant-QeneraPs  Office,  dated  December  27, 1875,  having 
j^^^n  np  the  subject  of  **  improvement  in  overcoats,^'  and  having  read  all  the  papei-s 
1^1  jtelation  thereto,  and  fully  discussed  and  considered  the  subject,  begs  to  submit  the 


)wmg 


REPORT. 


w  ^^e  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  present  pattern  of  overcoats  can  be  much  im- 
^^^ved  at  but  a  slight  additional  cost. 

C^apt.  John  F.  Rodgers,  Militanr  Store-Keeper,  United  States  Army,  has  submitted 
^^  overcoat  made  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  General  Orders  No.  92,  War 
j^lMfftment,  of  1872,  with  improvements  in  the  fit  of  the  cape  at  the  neck  and  shoul- 
^^'a  with  inside  breast-pockets,  and  made  double-breasted,  so  as  to  button  from  either 


*^e  Board  caused  an  overcoat  to  be  made  after  this  pattern,  with  enlarged  sleeves, 
^^^  a  body-lining  of  good,  heavy  twilled  flannel  extending  down  to  the  line  of  the  top 

.    ^*hi8  o?ercoat,  with  all  these  improvements,  is  recommended  for  adoption  as  the  pat- 
^x^  for  overooats  for  all  arms  of  the  service. 
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It  is  forwarded  with  this  report  to  the  Office  of  the  Qaartermaster-General,  properly 
sealed  for  identification. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  February  15, 1876. 

D.  H.  RUCKER, 
Asst  O.  M,  Gen.,  BvU  Maj,  Gen.,  U,  S.  J.,  PreridwI. 

H.  M.  BLACK, 
Lieut  Col,  Eighteenth  Infantry ^  BvU  Coh,  U,  8.  J. 

W.  B.  ROYALL, 
LieuU  Coh  Third  Cavalry,  Bvt.  Col,  V,  S.  A. 

A.  C.  WILDRICK, 
Capi.  Third  Artillery,  Bvt,  Lieut,  Col,  V.  8.  A. 

J.  G.  C.  LEE, 
Capl  and  Asst.  Q.  M,  Bvt,  Lieut.  Col,  U,  S,  A,,  Becorder, 


Philadelphia,  Pa.,  March  6, 1876. 

The  Board  convened  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  hy  virtue  of  paragraph  3,  Special  Orders 
No.  264,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  dated  December  Si7, 1875,  having 
taken  up  the  subject  of  ^'  arctio  overshoes/'  and  having  fully  discussed  and  considered 
it,  decided  on  the  following 

REPORT. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  for  troops,  where  "  arctic  overshoes'*  are  need,  the 
heavy  **  snow-excluder  "  pattern  submitted  by  the  Quartermaster-General  will  prove 
warmer  and  more  serviceable  than  the  lighter  patterns  submitted,  and  recommends  it 
for  adoption  as  the  standard. 

It  is  deemed  well  to  state  that  in  estimating  for  these  overshoes  they  should  be  called 
for  two  sizes  larger  than  the  leather  shoe  or  boot  worn  by  the  soldier  for  whom  they 
are  intended. 

D.  H.  RUCKER, 
Assistant  Quartermaster-General,  Brevet  Maj,  Gen,,  U,  8,  A,,  Presidenl 

H.  M.  BLACK, 
Lieut,  Col,  Eighteenth  Infantry ^  Brevet  Colonel,  V,  8.  A. 

W.  B.  ROYALL, 
Lieut,  Col  Third  Cavalry,  Brevet  Colonel,  U,  8.  i« 

A.  C.  WILDRICK, 
Capl  Third  Artillery  Brevet  Lieut.  Col,  U.S.A. 

J,  G.  C.  LEE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster,  Brevet  Lieut.  Col ,  U.  S.  A,,  Beoordtf. 


The  Board  convened  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  by  paragraph  3,  Special  Orders  No.  264, 
War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  dated  December  27, 1875,  having  taken  op 
the  subject  of  **  the  supply  of  mocca«}ins  and  seal-skin  caps  to  troops  on  the  Dorthern 
frontier,"  and  fully  discussed  and  considered  the  question,  begs  to  submit  the  following 

REPORT. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the*' snow-excluder"  arctic  overshoes,  as  recently 
recommended  for  adoption,  will  be  found  to  possess  all  the  advantages  claimed  for  the 
tanned  buffalo-skin  moccasins,  and  better  answer  all  the  purposes  and  requiromeotsof 
the  soldier.    The  supply  of  moccasins  is  not,  therefore,  recommended. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  supply  of  seal-skin  caps  of  the  kind  and  pat- 
tern submitted  to  troops  serving  at  extreme  northern  posts  would  be  very  desirable. 
and  recommends  that  they  be  supplied  at  such  posts,  when  called  for,  at  the  rate  of 
two  to  each  man  during  an  enlistment  of  five  years. 

The  Board  would  also  recommend  the  issue  at  same  posts  of  lined  gauntlets  of  seal- 
skin of  the  same  kind  as  that  from  which  the  cap  is  made,  to  be  issued  in  lieu  of  woolea 
mittens,  at  the  rate  of  two  pairs  to  each  man  during  a  five  years'  enlistment. 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  March  13,  1876. 

D.  H.  RUCKER, 
Assistant  Quartermaster- General,  Brevet  Maj.  Gen.  U.  S,  A.,  President. 

H   M.  BLACK, 
Lieut,  Col  Eighteenth  Infantry,  Brevet  Colonel,  U.  S.  A. 

W.  B.  ROYALL, 
Lieut.- Col  Third  Cavalry,  Brevet  Colonel,  U.  S.  A. 

A.  C.  WILDRICK, 
Capt.  Third  Artillery,  Brevet  Lieut.  Col,  U,  8.  A. 

J.  G.  C.  LEE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster,  Brevet  Lieut.  Col,  U.  S.  A.,  Recorder- 
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The  Board  oonvened  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  by  paragraph  3,  Special  Orders  No.  264, 
Tar  Department,  Adjutant-Generars  Office,  dated  December  27, 1875^  begs  to  submit 
le  following  report  on  the  subject  of  "  the  supply  o£  bugles,  trumpets,  drams,  and 
fes  to  the  Army : 

KEPORT. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  issues  of  instruments  to  the  Army  for  field-musio 
loald  be  confined  to  trumpets,  drums,  and  fifes. 

The  Board  recommends  that  the  "F  "  trumpet,  with  extra  mouth-piece,  as  now  issued^ 
id  with  a  "  C  "  crook,  be  adopted  as  the  instrument  for  all  mounted  troops.  For  all 
lot-troops  the  trumpet  as  above  named,  the  drum  of  the  pattern  now  supplied,  and 
le  *'  B  '^  fife  are  recommended  for  adoption.  The  Board  farther  recommends  that  the 
reatest  care  be  taken  in  the  selection  of  all  instruments.  Complaints  are  made  of  the 
oality  of  those  now  furnished.  The  mouth-pieces  of  the  wind-instruments  are  found 
ofective  and  unfinished,  the  drums  are  reported  of  very  poor  quality,  with  inferior 
eads,  cords,  sticks,  and  slings,  and  the  fifes,  are  said  to  be  roughly  made  and  unfin- 
ihed. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Board  these  imperfections  should  be  remedied,  and  all  iostru- 
lentB  defective  in  these  respects,  that  cannot  be  perfected,  should  be  condemned.  It 
I  further  recommended  that  all  drum-heads  be  of^  the  best  quality  of  calf-skin,  perfect 
1  every  respect,  and  that  extra  comet  mouth-pieces,  assorted,  and  fitted  to  the  trum- 
pet Darned,  be  supplied  when  called  for. 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  March  8, 1876. 

D.  H.  RUCKER, 
Aasiatant  Quartermaster-General^  Brevet  Maj.  Gen,  tl,  8,  ^.,  Freeident 

H.  M.  BLACK, 
Lieut.  Colanel  Eighteenth  Infantry,  Brevet  Colonel,  U.  S,  A. 

W.  B.  ROYALL, 
Lieut,  Colonel  Third  Cavalry,  Brevet  Colonel,  U,  8,  A, 

A.  C.  WILDRICK, 
Captain  Third  Artillery,  Brevet  Colonel,  U,  S,  A, 

J.  G.  C.  LEE, 
Captain  and  Aasistant  Quartmaeter,  Brevet  Lieut,  Colonel,  U,  8-  A,,  Recorder, 


^e  Board  of  officers  convened  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  by  Special  Orders  No.  264,  para- 
'^ph  3,  War  Department,  Adjutant-Grenerars  Office,  dated  December  27, 1875,  haying 
%  discussed  and  considered  the  subject  of  'improvement  of  regimental,  post,  and 
^mpany  books,"  begs  to  submit  the  following 

REPORT. 

"^e  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  regimental,  post,  and  company  books  for  the  Army 

^oald  be  of  the  following  kinds,  sizes,  aud  descriptions,  and  recommends  the  adoption 
lereof: 

Regimental  books, 

^e  regimental  books  to  consist  of  an  order-book,  a  letter-book,  a  record-book  of 
tters  received,  an  indorsement- book,  and  a  descriptive  book ;  all  to  be  of  good  No.  1 
^P«r,  Dot  less  than  2S  pounds  to  the  ream,  demi,  full-bound  rough  sheep,  with  imita- 
>D  Rassia-leather  comers,  patent  back,  lettered  on  back,  paged,  and  to  measure  10 
ches  long  by  11  inches  wide,  extreme  outside  measurement.  The  order-book  to  be  of 
^  quires  of  paper,  faint  cross-ruled,  with  an  index  in  front  of  two  letters  to  a  folio. 
1^  letter-book  aud  indorsement-book  each  to  be  of  three  quires  of  paper,  faint  cross- 
ly, with  an  index  in  front  of  two  letters  to  a  folio ;  each  page  red-ruled  up  and 
^n  with  one  line,  3^  inches  from  left-hand  edge  of  page.  The  record-book  of  letjters 
^ived  to  be  of  tfajree  quires  of  paper,  faint  cross-ruled,  with  an  index  in  front  of  two 
^iB  to  a  folio ;  each  page  red-ruled  up  aud  down,  to  allow  spaces  as  follows,  viz :  the 
*t  space  1}  inch  wide,  for  date  of  receipt  and  Qle-nnmber ;  the  second  space  2}  inches 
^^  for  name  of  writer;  the  third  space  2f  inches  wide,  for  date  and  purport  of  com- 
'Qication  ;  and  the  remaining  space  for  record  of  action.  The  descriptive-book  to 
of  five  quires  of  paper,  faint  cross-ruled,  with  an  index  in  the  front  of  one  letter  to 
olio.  The  next  32  pages  for  *'  List  of  Commissioned  Officers,''  and  each  page  red-ruled 
And  down,  with  spaces  and  headings  as  shown  in  Exhibit  **A,''  hereto  appended.  The 
D&inder  of  the  book  for  the  descriptions  of  enlisted  men.  each  folio  red-ruled  up  and 
^^t  with  spaces  and  headings  as  shown  in  Exhibit  **  B,''  hereto  attached. 

Post-hooks, 

Je  post-books  to  consist  of  a  consolidated  morning-report  book,  a  guard-report 
^K  a  general-order  book,  a  special-order  book,  a  letter-book,  a  record-book  of  letters 
fiived,  and  an  indorsement-book,  of  same  quality  of  paper  auA  al'jXft  viw(V  i\\\aX\V3  ^^ 
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binding  as  the  regimental  books ;  all  paged  except  report-books,  and  all,  except  the 
oonsoliaated  morning-report  book,  to  be  16  inches  long  by  11  inches  wide,  extreme 
outside  measurement. 

The  consolidated  morning-report  book  to  be  16  inches  long  by  12  inches  wide,  ex- 
treme outside  measurement;  of  three  quires  of  paper,  faint  cross-ruled;  each  folio 
black-ruled  up  and  down,  with  spaces  and  headings,  as  shown  in  Exhibit  **  C,^  hereto 
appended. 

The  post  guard-report  book  to  be  of  two  quires  of  paper,  faint  cross-ruled ;  each  paj(» 
black-ruled  up  and  down,  with  spacings  and  headings  as  shown  in  Exhibit  "  D,''  beret^^ 
appended ;  the  additional  space  gained  by  increase  of  length  of  book  to  be  added  t» 
the  blank  for  list  of  prisoners. 

The  order-books,  letter-book,  record-book  of  letters  received,  and  indorsement-book 
to  be  of  the  same  size  and  description  as  the  regimental  books  of  like  character  here- 
inbefore described. 

Company-books, 

—  * 

The  company-books  to  consist  of  a  descriptive-book,  a  clothing-book,  a  morning-re- 
port  book,  an  order-book,  a  letter-book,  and  a  sick-report  book,  all  to  be  of  same  qoalitf 
of  paper  as  the  regimental  and  post  books,  and  all,  except  the  sick-report  book,  to  \» 
16  Inches  long  by  11  inches  wide,  extreme  outside  measurement,  demi,  full-bound  roogli 
sheep,  tight  back,  side  labeled,  and  all  paged  except  report-books.  The  descriptive 
book  to  be  of  two  quires  of  paper,  faint  cross-ruled,  with  an  index  in  front  of  four  let- 
ters to  a  folio;  the  pages  and  folios  to  be  red-ruled  up  and  down  and  across,  with  spaces 
and  headings  as  shown  in  Exhibit "  £,''  numbers  1  to  7,  hereto  appended ;  two  pa^  to  be 
appropriate,  to  the  list  of  commissioned  officers,  two  to  the  list  of  non-commissioned 
officers,  two  to  the  register  of  men  transferred,  four  to  the  register  of  men  discharged, 
two  to  the  register  of  deaths,  four  to  the  register  of  deserters,  and  the  remainder  for  the 
descriptive  roll  of  the  company. 

The  olothing-book  to  be  of  three  quires  of  paper,  faint  cross-ruled,  with  an  index  in 
front  of  four  letters  to  a  folio ;  the  folios  to  be  red  ruled  up  and  down,  with  spaces  and 
headings  as  shown  in  Exhibit ''  P,''  hereto  appended,  and  the  book  to  have  a  printed 
copy  of  exhibit,  in /ulZ«  inserted  in  front  of  book. 

The  morninff-report  book  to  be  of  two  quires  of  paper,  faint  cross-ruled,  the  folios  to 
be  black  ruled  up  and  down,  with  spaces,  headings,  and  numbers  as  shown  in  Exhibit 
*'  G,''  hereto  appended,  the  first  page  to  bcTuled  as  the  pages  of  folio  No.  1  of  the  exhibit, 
the  next  two  folios  as  folio  No.  2  of  the  exhibit,  the  next  folio  as  No.  1,  the  next  two 
folios  as  No.  2,  the  next  folio  as  No.  1,  and  so  on  throughout  the  book  ;  the  faint  cross- 
lines  beneath  the  headings  to  be  spaced  for  31  daily  entries. 

The  order-book  to  be  of  one  quire  of  paper,  faint  cross-ruled. 

The  letter-book  to  be  of  one  quire  of  paper,  faint  cross-ruled,  with  an  index  in  front 
of  six  letters  to  a  folio,  each  page  red-ruled  up  and  down  with  one  line,  same  as  regi- 
mental and  post  letter-books. 

The  sick-report  book  to  be  8  inches  long  by  11  inches  wide,  extreme  outside  meas- 
urement, of  200  pages,  each  page  faint  cross-ruled  and  black  ruled  up  and  down,  with 
spaces  and  headings  as  shown  in  Exhibit  **  H"  hereto  appended. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  board  recomqiends  that  ordinary  two-quire  cap- 
paper  blank  record  books  oe  supplied  as  follows,  viz :  to  a  regiment,  four  per  annum; 
to  a  post,  four  per  annum  ;  and  to  a  company,  two  per  annum,  in  addition  to  such  as 
may  be  required  for  record  of  target  practice,  and  record  of  deposits  by  enlisted  men. 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  March  14, 1876. 

D.  H.  RUCKER. 
AmU  Quartermaster-General  Bvt,  Mai.  General^  U,  S.  A,,  President 

H.  M.  BLACK, 
Lieut,  Colonel  Eighteenth  Infantry^  Bvt,  CoJ4>nel,  U,  8,  A. 

W.  B.  ROYALL, 
Lieut,  Colonel  Third  Cavalry^  Bvt,  Colonel,  U,  S,  A, 

A.  C.  WILDRICK, 
Capt,  Third  Artillery,  Bvt,  Lt.  Col,,  U,  S,  A, 

J,  G.  C.  LEE, 
Capi,  and  Assi,  Quartermaster,  Bvt,  Lt,  Col,  U,  S,  A.,  Recorder, 
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Exhibit  A. — List  of  oommiaaioned  officers. 
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Exhibit  B. — Descriptive  Jhh 


Na 


Nameik 


Age. 


DKSCRIPTIOW. 


Height. 


Feet. 


Inches. 


a 
o 


a 
o 
Q 


Eyes. 


flair. 


Where  bom. 


Town  or 
county. 


State 


QUARTERMASTEH-QENEBAL. 


211 


0f1ke 


Begim€ni^  U,  S, 


ENLISTBIENT. 


Oecapatioii. 


When. 


Where. 


By  whom. 


Term. 


Remarks. 


^-^ 


212 


■\ 


BEPOBT  OP  THE   SECRETARY   OF   WAR, 


« 
>« 


i 

•3 

i 

a 

1 

« 

> 


s 


& 


Si 


o 


M 
u 
OS 

a 

9 


-2    O 

(Sua 

5^ 


5 
C 


-<»l«8«»j4J;SV 


•pnox 


'iia)«AiJj 


OS 

o 

H 
O 

GO 


'itnipfStiK 


'lilUJOdJOQ 


6, 

5 


a 


i 

O 

a 

a 
» 

a 
ee 


?  s 


S 
o 


o 


a 

8 

00 


S 

&4 


o 


s 


s 

c 
a 

60 

3 

■•* 
OS 

.  60 

"5 

S 

o 


u 
o 

•O 

o 
o 

s 

d 
i 

a 

9S 


s 

o 
e 

H 

•d 
o 

c 
« 
a 
o 


c8 

B 

« 

0S 


PJ 
U 

o 

OS 

b 
O 

H 

00 

^   5 


2 


s 

o 

la 


o 


a 

S5 


-a* 
o 

o 

t)0 

a  ' 

a 
« 

S 

S 

s 


93 

s, 

a 

9 

> 

O 

S 

o 

I 
bO 

I- 

« 

S 

a 

8 
6 


V 

u 

a 

5 

a 

o     . 
a  OB 

uM 

a  9 

•y 

«J    o    , 
SB   -^     I 

a  t> 

"•a 
a 
«,- 


^    « 

I    C 


'^ 


o 
o 

B 
9 

a 

9 


9 

a 
a 

9 
00 


Qi 
K 


o  a 

a 


ee 

at 


« 
c 

n 
o 


a 

o 
CQ 


a 


^ 

^ 


© 


o 
55 


es 
I    K 


SB 
9 

B 
55 


f 


j^ 


QUABTEBMASTEB-aENEBAL. 


213 


ExHiBrT  £,  No.  1,  (2  pages.) — List  of  commisnoned  officers. 


Names. 


Rank. 


Date  of  appointment. 


Remarkf. 
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ExHEBiT  E,  No.  2,  (2  pages.) — List  qf  non-oommissianed  offioers. 
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Kthtbit  £,  No.  3,  (2  pages.) — BegiHer  of  amii  traii^«rr0d. 
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Exhibit  E,  No.  4,  (4  pages.)— JSe^^itftor  of  mm  diecharged. 


No. 
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Exhibit  E,  No.  5,  (2  pages.)— .Setter  ofdeaik9. 
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Exhibit  E,  No.  6,  (4  pages.)— -B«^t«r  cf  deserters. 
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Exhibit  F 
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Exhibit  H,  (to  be  printed  on  both  BidGs,)Sick  report  of  Company  "    ," 
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The  Board  of  officers  con vered  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  by  Special  Orders  No.  264,  para- 
mph  3,  Wax  I>epartinent,  Adjntant-Gonerars  Office,  dated  December  27,  1875,  having 
rally  exaniinecl,  discussed,  aud  considered  the  subject  of  ^Coyle's  Army  bunk,'' and 
havlDg  read  all  the  papers  in  relation  thereto,  begs  to  submit  the  following 

REPORT : 

The  Board  regards  with  much  favor  the  "  Coyle**  Army  bunk  of  the  pattern  shown  in 
the  papers  submitted  by  the  Acting  Quartermaster-General.      t  is  believed  to  be  en- 
tii^y  saitable  for  Army  use,  and  better  in  some  respect's  than  the  bunks  of  other  kinds 
beretofore  famished.     It  is  thought,  however,  that  a  foot-board  the  same  as  the  head- 
board should   be  added.    With  this  improvement,  the  Board  recommends  that  it  be 
hereafter  sapplied  the  Army,  provided  it  can  be  purchased  as  low  as  or  lower  than  the 
bank  made  and  now  furnished  by  the  Composite  Iron  Company,  of  New  Yoik.     The 
ftROit  of  the  **Coyle"  bunk  submitted  a  new  pattern  of  Army  bunk  which  he  regards 
asao  improvement  over  that  submitted  by  the  Acting  Qnartermaster-General,  but  the 
Board,  ^hile  recognizing  its  greater  compactness  and  portability,  does  not  regard  it  as 
£iTorably. 
Phlladelphia,  Pa.,  March  16,  1876. 

D.  H.  RUCKER, 
A88t.  Quarternuuier-Generalf  Bvt  Major- General,  U.  S.  A.,  President, 

H.  M.  BLACK, 
Lieut,  Col,  l^th  Infantry,  Bvt,  Col.,  U,  8,  A, 

W.  B.  ROYALL, 
lAeut,  Col,  3d  Cavalry,  Bvt.  Colonel,  U,  8,  A, 

A.  C.  WILDRICK, 
Captain  Zd  Artillery,  Bvt.  Lieut,  Col,,  U.  8,  A, 

J.  G,  C.  L£i£i, 
Captain  and  Aaat  QuartemMuter,  Bvt,  Lieut.  Col.,  U.  S,  A,,  Recorder, 


The  Board  convened  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  by  Special  Orders  No.  264,  paragraph  3, 
War  Department,  Adjutant- General's  OfiBce,  dated  December  27,  1875,  having  fully  dis- 
cussed and  considered  the  subject,  begs  to  submit  the  following  report  as  to  *^  the  best 
pattern  of  a  campaign  hat  for  the  Army." 

In  the  consideration  <>f  this  subject  the  Board  has  been  guided  by  a  comprehensive 
construction  of  the  language  of  the  order,  and  has  not  confined  itself  simply  to  the 
X>attem  of  the  campaign  hat,  but  has  extended  its  inquiries  to  the  questitms  of  mate- 
rial, weight,  ventilation,  and  durability  combined  with  a  proper  degree  of  economy. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  campaign  hat  for  the  Arm}^  should  be  soft  and 
pliable,  of  light  weight,  firm  texture,  and  the  greatest  possible  durability  that  can  be 
obtained  for  a  reasonable  price. 

With  this  view  the  Board  has  procured  information  from  all  available  sources  in  re- 
gard to  the  manufacture  and  component  materials  of  the  various  hats  of  the  character 
named  fabricated  for  Army  and  commercial  purposes.  Experts  in  the  manufacture  of 
hats  of  all  kinds  have  been  examined  and  their  opinions  obtained.  There  appear  to 
be  two  distinct  kinds  or  classes  of  felt  hats,  one  made  from  fur  and  the  other  from 
irool. 

Those  manufactured  from  fur  are  of  a  vast  variety  of  qualities,  ranging  from  very 
low  to  very  high  priced,  according  to  the  quality  and  kind  of  material. 

It  is,  however,  generally  conceded  that  no  fur  bar  that  will  give  good  service  can  be 
mannfactured.  except  from  the  better  quality  of  furs,  and  at  a  price  varying  from 
^.50  to  $3.00  each. 

If  from  the  best  quality  of  furs,  the  price  would  range  much  higher. 

The  hats  manufactured  from  wool  are  also  of  many  grades.  The  best  of  these  can 
be  procured  at  about  $1.25  each. 

Whether  made  from  fur  or  wool,  no  inspection  can  exactly  determine  the  particular 
material  or  materials  from  which  made,  so  that  in  any  case  much  reliance  must  be 
placed  on  the  integrity  of  the  manufacturers.  No  positive  test  can  be  applied  save 
that  of  actual  wear. 

It  is,  however,  thought  by  the  Board  that  there  will  be  less  opportunity  for  imposition 
in  the  manufacture  of  the  wool  hats,  while  the  cost  of  material  being  much  less,  there 
-vrill  be  less  inducement  in  that  direction. 

From  all  the  information  the  Board  has  been  able  to  obtain,  wool  hats  of  the  best 
grade  will  give  equal  service  with  the  best  grade  of  fur  hats.  This  hiw  been  attested 
even  by  prominent  hatters  engaged  exclusively  in  the  manufacture  of  fur  bats. 
Severe  tests  were  also  instituted  by  the  Board  with  satisfactory  results. 

In  view  of  all  these  facts  aud  the  greatly  decreased  cost  to  the  soldier,  together  with 
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the  large  saving  to  the  GoverDment,  the  Board  is  induced  to  recommend  felt  hats  mad 

of  wool  for  issne  to  the  enlisted  men  of  tbe  Army. 

^  Tbe  pattern  recommended  for  adoption  has  been  sent  to  tbe  office  of  the  Qaartei 

master-General,  dnly  sealed,  for  identification. 

f  It  is  a  plain  black,  velvet-finished  hat,  similar  to  the'fatij^ue  hat  worn  by  offioen 

during  tbe  late  war,  with  crown  5^  inches  high  and  brim  2f  inches  wide,  for  medium 

sized  hats;  tbe  edge  of  the  brim  turned  over  and  stitched,  without  binding ;  with 

revolving  ventilator  in  each  side  3^  inches  above  the  brim,  and  with  a  japannei 

sweat-leather. 

For  all  purposes  of  the  service,  it  is  believed  that  black  is  the  most  desirable  color. 
W  It  is  further  recommended  that  the  campaign  hat  for  officers  be  of  the  same  coio 
and  pattern  as  tbat  for  enlisted  men,  either  of  fur  or  wool,  as  may  be  preferred  b^ 
the  individual  officer.  If  of  fur,,  tbe  brim  need  not  be  turned  over  nor  bound,  i 
sample  hat  of  fur,  duly  sealed,  has  also  been  sent  to  the  Quartermaster-GeueraFs  Office 
Philad£IJ>hia,  Pa.,  March  28, 1876. 

D.  H.  RUCKER, 
Assistant  Quartermaster-General^  Bvt,  Major-General,  V,  S.  J.,  Pr^idenU 

H.  M.  BLACK, 
lAeut,  Col.  \%th  Infantry  J  Bvt.  Colonel,  U.  S.  A. 

W.  B.  ROYALL, 
Lieut,  Col,  3(1  Cavalry,  Bvt,  Col.^  U.  8,  A. 

A.  C.  WILDRICK, 
Captain  M  Artillery,  Bvt,  Lieut.  Col,,  U,  S,  A. 

J.  G.  C.  LEE, 
Captain  and  Assistant  QuartemMster,  Bvt,  Lieut.  Col.,  U,  S,  A,,  Becorder. 


The  Board  convened  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  by  Special  Orders  No.  264,  paragraph  3 
War  Department  Adjutant-General's  Office,  dated  December  27,  1875,  begs  to  snbnii 
the  following  description  of  articles  of  uniform  clothing  for  officers  of  the  Army  : 

Description  of  articles  of  un\form  clothing  for  officers  of  the  Army, 

FATIGUE  HAT. 

According  to  pattern  in  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office. 

Note.^A  new  pattern  of  fatigue  hat  having  been  recommended  for  adoption,  » 
minute  description  of  the  present  pattern  is  not  thought  necessary.  The  followiog 
description  of  the  bat  recommended  by  this  Board  is  given  instead: 

Pattern  and  shape  as  shown  in  accompanying  photographs  numbered  1  and  ^ 
Body  of  soft  felt,  either  of  fur  or  wool ;  crowA  lenticular  shaped,  so  as  to  fold  with 
crease  in  center,  lengthwise;  5^  inches  high  on  side;  brim  2f  inches  wide,  slightly 
curved,  and  unbound ;  revolving  ventilator  in  each  side  3^  inches  above  brim ;  ')9r 
panned  or  goat-skin  sweat-leather. 

FORAGK-CAP. 

Chasseur  pattern,  as  shown  in  accompanying  plates  numbered  3  and  4 ;  of  indigo- 
blue  cloth ;  3  inches  high  in  front ;  3^  inches  high  on  sides ;  6  inches  from  edge  of 
crown  to  bottom  of  band  at  back;  crown  5  inches  in  diameter;  depth  of  band  about 
1^  inches ;  gilt  side  or  chin-strap  buttons,  vest  size,  according  to  arm  of  servio^ 
patent-leather  chin-strap  f  of  an  inch  wide  ;  patent-leather  vizor  unbound ;  japanned 
or  goat-skin  sweat-leather,  silk  lining;  embroidered  badge  of  arm  or  corps  in  froat  t 
bottom  of  badge  to  be  even  with  top  of  chin-strap. 

^or  general  officers,  the  band  of  cap  to  be  of  black  velvet. 

CHAPEAU. 

According  to  pattern. 

FULL-DRESS  CAP. 


lator  in  crown ;  gold-wire  braid  I  of  an  inch  wide  around  the  lower  edge  and  arou** 
the  crown  at  top,  also,  from  top  to  bottom  at  each  side  and  at  back ;  patent-leatU^ 
vizor  unbound;  patent-leather  chin-strap  |  of  an  inch  wide  with  gilt  slide;  gilt  si^ 
or  chin-strap  buttons,  vest  size,  according  to  arm  of  the  service ;  japanned  or  go^ 
skin  sweat-leather,  silk  lining ;  plume-socket  of  leather  on  inside  at  front  with  meU* 
lie  guard  at  opening  on  top  and  front  edge  of  crown ;  gold-embroidered  eagle  wi^ 
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DD  breast,  Barmoonted  by  thirteen  stars  in  silver ;  length  from  top  of  stars  to 
tail,  If  inches;  width  from  tip  to  tip  of  wings,  1|  inches ;  tips  of  wings  joined 
iro  of  rays ;  embroidered  badge  of  arm  or  corps'  in  front ;  bottom  of  badge  to 
a  with  top  of  chin-strap.  ' 

H£LMET. 

em  as  shown  in  accompanying  cats  nutubered  8,  9,  and  10 ;  heavy  body  of  for 
with  fine  patent  leather ;  measurements  about  as  indicated  on  cats ;  patent- 
'  chin-strap  f  of  an  inch  wide  with  gilt  slide ;  patent-leather  vizor-strap  folded 
1  inch  wide,  double  stitched,  connecting  chin-strap  buttons ;  goat-skin  sweat- 
r. 

iments  as  follows : 

e. — Of  yellow  metal,  gilt ;  pattern  same  as  in  coat  of  arms  of  the  United  States, 
ational  shield  on  breast ;  head  surmounted  by  scroll  with  motto  '*  E  Pluribus 
''  in  relief  letters,  scroll  extending  downward  and  outward  and  joinihg  olive 
I  and  arrows  in  talons  of  eagle ;  whole  height,  4^  inches ;  greatest  width  between 
wings,  4  inches ;  secured  to  helmet  by  wire  stems. 

piece  and  plume-socket. — Of  yellow  metal,  gilt ;  base  or  foot  a  cross-piece  made 
:  to  fit  the  top  of  helmet ;  ends  of  arms  mitre-shaped  and  fastened  to  helmet  by 
ental  buttons;  length  between  points  of  opposite  arms,  5^  inches;  arms  at 
part  1^  inches,  edges  grooved  and  beveled ;  sphere  one  inch  in  diameter,  on 
urmouuted  by  short  neck  with  ring,  (neck  ^  inch,  ring  f  inch  diameter,)  from 
is  raised  an  inverted  conical  tube  representing  rays  and  displaying  on  front  an 
ic  eagle,  the  head  of  which  is  surmounted  by  a  star,  in  relief;  diameter  of  tube 
one  inch ;  height,  (including  sphere  at  bottom,)  three  inches ;  the  plume  held  in 
n  at  top  of  socket  by  a  brass  pin  4}  inches  long,  having  ornamental  head,  and  a 
>rass  disk  ;  this  pin  enters  through  the  socket  and  top  piece ;  the  shell  of  helmet 
ncave  brass  disk,  (1|  inches  in  diameter,)  on  the  inside,  and  is  secured  by  a  brass 
-nut. 

Is  and  rings, — Of  yellow  metal,  gilt,  placed  at  sides  near  top,  between  the  arms 

top  piece;  the  scroll,  (or  button,)  is  ornamented  to  correspond  with  the  fasten- 

top  piece,  and  is  f  of  an  inch  in  diameter;  small  eye  and  ring,  (^  inch  in  diame- 

L  center*  to  hold  cords  and  bands ;  stem  to  enter  shell  of  helmet  and  fasten  on  the 

or  chin-strap  Imttons.— Of  yellow  metal,*  gilt,  i  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  according 
of  service ;  edges  beveled  and  grooved,  surface  slightly  convex  and  chased ;  se- 
to  helmet  as  the  scrolls  are. 
lies. — According  to  arm  of  service. 

s  and  hands  or  tfraids. — Of  gold-thread  cord,  2^  lines ;  the  bands  loop  plaited  and 
^d  to  Tinga  and  scrolls  at  sides  and  festoone<l  on  front  and  back  of  helmet ;  the 
festoon  falls  to  the  upper  edge  of  vizor  and  the  rear  one  to  a  corresponding 
behind ;  the  loop  plaiting  is  about  i  of  an  inch  wide ;  at  left  ring  and  scroll  a 
at  tassel  of  sixty  or  seventy  fringes  where  the  cords  are  fastened ;  gilt  cords  about 
9  inches  long  with  two  netted  slides  of  about  i  inch  diameter ;  flat  braided  or- 
it  2f  inches  in  diameter  and  tassels  on  each  end  of  cord. 

FORAQE-GAP  BADGES. 

general  officers. — ^A  gold-embroidered  wreath  on  dark-blue  cloth  ground,  enoir- 
he  letters  U.  S.  in  silver,  old  English  characters. 

officers  of  the  general  staff  and  staff  corps. — Same  as  for  general  officers,  with  the 
ion  of  those  for  ordnance-officers,  which  will  have  a  gold-embroidered  shell  and 
[>n  dark-blue  cloth  ground. 

officers  of  engineers, — A  gold-embroidered  wreath  of  laurel  and  palm,  encircling  a 
tnrreted  castle  on  dark- blue  cloth  ground. 

officers  of  cavalry. — Two  gold-embroidered  sabres,  crossed,  edges  upward,  on  dark- 
loth  ground,  with  the  number  of  the  regiment,  in  silver,  in  the  upper  angle. 
offtoers  of  artillery. — ^Two  gold-embroidered  cannons,  crossed,  on  dark-blue  cloth 
1,  with  the  number  of  the  regiment,  in  silver,  at  the  intersection  of  the  cross- 
1. 

officers  of  infantry, — Two  gold-embroidered  rifles,  without  bayonets,  barrels  up- 
on dark-blue  cloth  ground,  with  the  number  of  the  regiment,  in  silver,  in  the 
angle. 

FLUMES  FOR  OFFICERS. 

GeneraUin-Chitf, — Three  white  ostrich-feathers. 

other  general  officers^  for  officers  of  the  general  staff,  and  staff  corps, — Two  black 
L-feathers. 

all  regimental  officers  of  foot  artillery  and  infantry. — Of  cock's  feathers,  to  rise  five 
above  the  top  of  the  cap,  front  feathers  to  reach  the  vizor,  rear  feathers  to  reach 
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the  top  of  the  cap,  with  ji^ilt  ball  and  socket ;  color  of  plume  to  he  red  for  artillery  and 
white  for  iufantry. 

For  officers  of  light  artillery  and  cavalry. — Horse-hair  plume,  gilt  ball  and  sockets, 
plume  to  be  long  enough  to  reach  the  front  edge  of  the  vizor  or  the  helmet ;  color  of 
the  plume  to  be, red  for  light  artillery  and  yellow  for  cavalry. 

FULL-DRESS  COAT. 

Double-breasted  frock-coat,  of  dark-blue  broadcloth,  as  per  accorapauyiDg  plates  < 
numbered  11,  12,  and  13,  buttoning  to  the  throat;  standing  collar,  not  less  tban  one 
nor  more  than  two  inches  in  height,  to  hook  in  front  at  the  bottom,  and  slope  thence 
up  and  backward  at  an  angle  of  thirty  degrees  on  each  side,  corners  rounded  ;  sleeves 
to  terminate  in  cnti's  stitched  down,  cuflfs  3  to  3^  inches  deep,  to  go  around  the  sleevea 
parallel  with  the  lower  edge  and  close  at  the  hand,  with  three  buttons  and  batton- 
holes  at.  the  under  seam,  the  lower  button  to  be  placed  one  inch  from  lower  end  of 
cuff;  top  one  from  2  to  2^  inches  from  lower  one ;  the  middle  one  midway  between  the 
top  and  bottom  ones ;  buttons  to  be  what  is  known  as  **  vest  size ; "  skirt  to  extend 
from  one-half  to  three-quarters  of  the  distance  from  the  hip-Joint  to  the  bend  of  the 
knee ;  pockets  in  folds  of  skirts  behind  ;  folds  to  have  "  side  edges ;  **  two  rows  of 
buttons  in  front ;  the  distance  between  the  rows  5^  inches  at  top  and  3^  inches  at 
bottom ;  four  buttons  behind,  two  on  waist  seam  at  the  top  of  the  pocket  folds,  and 
two  at  bottom  of  the  side  edges ;  buttons  on  front  and  back  to  be  what  is  known  m 
*'  coat  size  ; ''  lining  of  coat,  black. 

For  all  general  officers.— The  collar  and  cuffs  of  coat  to  be  of  dark-blue  velvet,  and 
buttons  on  breast  as  follows:  For  the  General,  twelve  in  each  row,  placed  by  fonis; 
for  the  Lieutenant-Geueral,  ten  in  each  row,  the  upper  and  lower  groups  by  threes,  and 
the  middle  by  fours;  for  Major-Generals,  nine  in  each  row,  placed  by  threes;  for 
Brigadier-Generals,  eight  in  each  row,  placed  by  pairs. 

^>r  field-officers. — The  collar  and  cuffs  of  the  same  material  and  color  as  the  coat; 
buttons,  according  to  arm  or  corps  of  service,  on  breast,  nine  in  each  row,  placed  at    | 
equal  distances ;  the  upper  half  of  the  cuff  to  be  ornamented  with  three  double  stripes    | 
of  gold  lace  or  braid,  running  up  the  sleeve  parallel  to  the  front  edge,  and  at  right  J 
angles  with  bottom  of  sleeve  3  to  3|  inches;  each  double  stripe  to  terminate  in  a  point,  ,  ] 
within  which  to  be  placed  a  small  button,  known  as  **  vest  size,''  ^  of  an  inch  below 
the  top  of  the  point,  and  on  a  line  with  the  top  of  cuff-button;  the  braid  to  be  of 
^-inch  gold  lace,  rained  and  stuffed  so  as  to  be  f  of  an  inch  wide  when  finished ;  the     [ 
double  stripes  of  gold  lace  to  be  placed^  th'e  outer  edge  of  each  ^  inch  distant  from 
each  other,  and  the  inner  edges  i  inch  apart. 

For  captains  and  lieutenants. — The  collar  and  cuffs  to  be  of  the  same  color  and  material 
as  the  coat;  buttons  on  breast,  according  to  arm  or  corps  of  service,  seven  in  each  row, 
placed  at  equal  distances :  the  cuffs  to  be  ornamented  with  two  double  stripes  of  gold 
lace  placed  as  stripes  of  field-officers. 

For  store-keepers. — A  single-breasted  coat,  as  lately  worn  by  captains  of  tb?sta£ 

UNDRESS-COATS. 

For  all  officers  except  chaplains. — A  sack-coat  of  dark-blue  cloth  or  serge,  as  per  accom- 
panying plates  numbered  14,  15,  and  16 :  falling  collar ;  single-breasted,  with  five 
buttons  in  front,  same  as  those  worn  on  dress-coats ;  skirt  to  extend  from  one-thiid 
to  two-thirds  the  distance  from  the  hip  to  the  bend  of  the  knee. 

For  chapUnn.^Fl&in  black  frock-coat,  with  standing  collar ;  one  row  of  nine  black 
buttons  on  the  breast,  with  *' herring-bone"  of  black  .braid  around  the  buttons  and 
button-holes. 

COAT-BUTTONS. 

Coat  size,  as  now  worn,  according  to  corps  or  arm  of  service. 

TROUSERS. 

For  all  officers  of  the  general  staff  and  staff  oorp«.— Dark-blue  cloth,  plain,  withont 
stripe,  welt,  or  cord. 

For  all  regimental  officers  of  cavalry^  arHlleryj  and  infantry. — Light-blue  cloth,  same 
shade  of  color  as  prescribed  for  enlisted  men^  with  stripe  1^  inches  wide,  welted  at  tbe 
edges ;  color  of  stripe  that  of  facings  of  their  respective  arms,  except  infantry,  wbicb 
will  be  dark  blue. 

For  store-keepers. — Dark-blue  cloth,  with  black  stripe  1^  inches  wide. 

For  chaplains. — Plain  black. 

CRAVATS. 

For  all  officers, — Black.    The  tie  not  to  lie  visible. at  the  opening  of  the  collar. 

BOOTS  AND  SHOES. 

For  all  officers. — Shall  be  of  black  leather  and  come  above  the  ankles. 
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SPURS. 

mied  officers. — Yellow  metal  or  gilt. 

GLOVES. 

officerSf  officers  of  the  general  staffs  and  staff  corps, — Buflf  or  white  gaantlets 

oers  of  artillery,  cavalry,  and  infantry  ;  for  offi^rs  of  light  artillery  and  eav- 
gauntlets  or  gloves.    All  other  officers,  white  gloves. 

SASH. 

officers. — Bufif-silk  net,  with  silk  ballion-friDge  ends;  sash  to  go  twice 
aist  and  to  tie  behind  the  left  hip,  pendant  part  not  to  extend  more  than 
les  below  the  tie. 

SWORD-BELT. 

)xed  plates,  nambered  17,  18/19,  and  20. 

rs. — A  waist-belt,  not  less  than  one  and  one-half  nor  more  than  two  inches 

ngsof  the  same  material  as  the  belt,  with  a  hook  attached  to  the  belt,  on 

g  the  sword. 

officers. — Of  red  Russia  leather,  with  three  stripes  of  gold  embroidery,  as 

ow  worn. 

officers. — One  broad  stripe  of  gold-lace  on  black  enameled  leather,  accord- 

1. 

rrs  of  the  general  staff  and  staff-corps  below  the  rank  of  field  officers. — Four 

i  interwoven  with  black  silk,  lined  with  black  enameled  leather,  accord- 

1. 

y  officers  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry. — Four  stripes  of  gold-lace,  inter- 

nlk  of  the  same  color  as  the  facings  of  their  arms  of  service^  and  lined 

lameled  leather. 

)  duty,  marches,  and  campaigns,  a  plain  black  leather  belt  of  same  size 

«  above. 

SWORD-BELT  PLATE. 

• 

)xed  plates,  numbered  17  and  19. 

Ts. — Gilt,  rectangular,  two  in«he9  wide,  with  a  raised  bright  rim  ;  a  silver 
irel  encircling  the  arms  of  the  United  States ;  eagle,  shield,  scroll,  edge 
rays  bright.  The  motto  '^E  pluribus  unum''  upon  the  scroll ;  stars  also 
^rding  to  pattern. 

SWORD-KNOT. 

officers. — Gold  cord  with  aoorn  end. 

r  officers. — Gold  lace  strap  with  gold  bullion  tassel,  as  now  worn. 

EPAULETS. 

walof  the  Army. — Of  gold,  with  solid  crescent;  device,  two  silver  em- 
rs,  with  five  rays  each,  one  and  one-half  inches  in  diameter,  and  the 

United  States  embroidered  in  gold  placed  between  them. 
mant' General, — Three  silver  embroidered  stars  of  five  rays  each,  respect- 
one-half,  one  and  one-quarter,  and  one  and  one-eighth  inches  in  diameter, 
laced  in  the  center  of  the  crescent;  the  others  placed  longitudinally  on 

equidistant,  ranging  in  order  of  size  from  the  crescent. 
•'General. — Same  as  for  Lieutenant-Greneral,  omitting  smallest  star,  and 
r  the  two  remaining  stars  placed  in  the  center  of  the  strap. 
dier- General, — Same  as  for  a  Lieutenant-General,  omitting  all    but  the 

SHOULDER-KNOTS. 

axed  plates,  numbered  21,  22, 23,  and  24. 

9f  the  AdjutantrGeneraVs  and  Inspector-GeneraVs  Departments,  and  for  aids-de- 
il  officers.— Of  gold  cord,  Russian  pattern,  on  dark-blue  cloth-ground ; 
^nk  and  letters  of  corps  or  designation  of  regiment  embroidered  on  the 
according  to  pattern,  an  aiguiUette  of  gold  cord  to  be  worn  with  the 
r-knot  and  permanently  attached  thereto,  according  to  pattern. 
if  other  staff-corps. — Same  as  above  described,  without  the  aisuillette. 
}f  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry. —  Of  the  same  pattern  as  for  the  stafi- 
cloth  of  the  same  color  as  the  facings  of  their  arm,  with  insignia  of  rank 
»f  regiment  embroidered  on  the  cloth  ground,  according  to  pattern. 
tal  adjutants, — Of  the  same  pattern  as  for  other  officers  of  their  arm,  but 
ttes  attached. 
rank  an  shoulder-knots : 
i«?.— A  silver  embroidered  eagle  at  the  center  of  the  pad. 
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For  a  Lieutenant-Colonel, — Two  silver  embroidered  leaves,  one  at  each  end  of  pad. 

For  a  Major. — Two  gold  embroidered  leaves,  one  at  each  end  of  pad. 

For  a  Captain, — Two  silver  embroidered  bars  at  eacb'end  of  pad. 

For  a  First  Lieutenant. — One  silver  Embroidered  bar  at  each  end  of  pad. 

For  a  Second  Lieutenant. — Plain. 

For  an  additional  Second  Lieutenant. — Same  as  second  lientenant. 

The  above  insignia  to  be  the  same  as  prescribed  for  the  sboalder-straps. 

SHOULDER-STRAPS. 

For  the  General  of  the  Army. — Dark-blue  cloth,  one  and  three-eighths  inch  wide  by 
fonr  inches  long,  bordered  witb  an  embroidery  of  gold  one-fourth  ofan  inch  wide;  two 
silver  embroidered  stars  of  five  rays  each,  and  gold  embroidered  arms  of  the  United 
States  between  them. 

For  a  Lieutenant- General. — The  same  as  for  the  General,  except  tbat  there  will  be  three 
silver  embroidered  stars  of  live  rays,  one  star  on  the  center  of  the  strap  and  one  on 
each  side  equidistant  between  the  center  and  outer  edge  of  the  strap,  the  center  star 
to  be  the  largest. 

For  all  Major- GeneraU. — The  same  as-  for  the  Lieutenant-Goneral,  except  that  there 
will  be  two  stars  instead  of  three ;  the  center  of  each  star  to  be  one  inch  from  the  outer 
edge  of  the  gold  embroidery,  on  the  ends  of  the  strap,  both  stars  of  the  »Jm  size. 

For  a  Brigadier- General. — The  same  as  for  a  major-general,  except  thatthere  will  be  i 
one  star  instead  of  two ;  the  center  of  the  star  to  be  equidistant  from  the  onter  ed*^ 
of  the  embroidery  on  the  ends  of  the  strap. 

For  a  Colonel. — The  same  as  for  a  major-general,  and  bordered  in  like  manner  with  ao 
embroidery  of  gold ;  a  silver  embroidered  spread-eagle  on  the  center  of  strap,  two 
inches  between  the  tips  of  the  wings,  having  in  the  right  talon  an  olive  branch,  and 
in  the  left  a  bundle  of  arrows ;  an  escutcheon  on  the  breast,  as  represented  in  the  arms 
of.  the  United  States.  Cloth  for  the  strap  as  follows :  for  the  general  st^iff  and  staff- 
corps,  dark  blue;  artillery,  scarlet;  infantry,  sky  blue;  cavalry,  yellow. 

For  a  Lieutenant- Colonel, — Tbe  same  as  for  a  colonel,  according  to  corps,  omitting  the 
eagle  and  introducing  a  silver  embroidered  leaf  at  each  end,  each  leaf  extending  seven- 
eighths  ofan  inch  from  the  end  bonier  of  the  strap. 

For  a  Major. — ^The  same  as  for  a  colonel,  according  to  corps,  omitting  the  eagle  and 
introducing  a  gold  embroidered  leaf  at  each  end,  each  leaf  extending  seven-eighths  of 
an  inch  from  the  end-border  of  the  strap. 

For  a  Captain. — ^The  same  as  for  a  colonel,  according  to  corps,  omitting  the  eagle  and 
introducing  at  each  end  two  silver  embroidered  bars  of  the  same  width  as  the  border, 
placed  parallel  to  the  ends  of  the  strap,  at  a  distance  between  them  and  from  the 
border  equal  to  the  width  of  the  border. 

For  a  First  Lieutenant, — The  same  as  for  a  colonel,  according  to  corps,  omitting  the 
eagle  and  introducing  at  each  end  one  silver  embroidered  bar  of  the  same  width  as 
the  border,  placed  parallel  to  the  ends  of  the  strap,  at  a  distance  froni  the  border  eqnsl 
to  it's  width. 

For  a  Second  Lieutenant, — The  same  as  for  a  colonel,  according  to  corps,  omitting  the 
eagle. 

For  an  additional  Second  Lieutenant, — The  same  as  for  a  second  lientenant. 

OVERCOAT. 

For  general  officers, — Of  dark-blue  cloth,  closing  by  means  of  four  frog  boitons  of  black 
silk  and  loops  of  black  silk  cord  ;  cord  dowu  the  breast  and  at  the  throat  by  a  long 
loop  '<  k  I'^chelle,''  without  tassel  or  plate,  on  the  left  side,  and  a  black  silk  frog  button 
on  the  right;  cord  for  the  loops,  tifteen-hundredths  of  an  inch  in  diameter;  back,  a 
single  piece,  slit  up  from  the  bottom  fifteen  to  seventeen  inches,  according  to  the  i 
height  of  the  wearer,  and  closing  at  will  by  buttons  and  button  hole^  cut  in  a  con-  ' 
cealed  flap ;  collar  of  the  same  color  and  material  as  the  coat,  rounded  at  the  edges, 
and  to  stand  or  fall ;  when  standing,  to  be  about  live  inches  high;  sleeves  loose, of  a 
single  piece  and  round  at  the  bottom,  without  cuff  or  slit,  lining  woolen  ;  around  the 
front  and  lower  borders,  the  edges  of  the  pockets,  the  edges  of  the  sleeves,  collar,  and 
slit  in  the  back,  a  flat  braid  of  black  silk  one-half  an  inch  wide ;  and  around  each 
frog-button  on  the  breast  a  knot  two  and  one-quarter  inches  in  diameter,  of  black 
silk  cord  seven-hnndredths  of  an  inch  in  diameter ;  cape  of  the  same  cdlor  and  material 
as  the  coat,  removable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  wearer,  and  reaching  to  the  cuff  of  the  coat- 
sleeve  when  the  arm  is  extended  ;  coat  to  extend  down  the  leg  from  six  to  eight  inches 
below  the  knee,  according  to  height. 

To  indicate  rank. — There  will  be  on  both  sleeves,  near  the  lower  edge,  a  knot  of  flat, 
black  silk  braid,  not  exceeding  one-eighth  of  an  inch  in  widtlr,  and  composed  of  five 
braids,  double  knot. 

For  all  other  officers. — Dark-blue,  close-fitting,  double-breasted  surtout  coat,  with  a 
cape,  made  to  detach  from  the  coat  and  fall  to  the  tips  of  the  fingers  when  the  arm  and 
hand  are  extended;  the  skirt  of  the  coat  for  mounted  officers  to  reach  half-way  between 
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The  balance  due  the  United  States  from  indebted  railroad  companies 
on  the  first  day  of  July,  1876,  was  $1,785,455.74.  . 

In  addition  to  the  amounts  stated  to  have  been  received  and  applied 
to  the  liquidation  of  the  debts  of  these  companies,  accoants  for  the 
transportation  of  troops  and  property  of  the  United  States  remain  un- 
settled as  follows,  to  wit : 

Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company $31,995  41 

There  are  also  dae  for  postal  services  rendered  by  these  railroad 
companies  the  following-named  sums,  to  wit : 

McMinn ville  and  Manchester  Railroad  Company $5, 054  37 

Memphis  and  Little  Rock  Railroad  Company 16,897  98 

Nashville  and  Northwestern  Railroad  Company 42, 436  88 

Total 64.389  2a 

The  amount  due  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Eailroa^  Company  for  trans- 
portation of  troops  and  property  of  the  United  States,  $31,995.41,  can- 
not, under  the  acts  of  June  16  and  22,  1874,  and  March  3,  1875,  be 
credited  on  the  indebtedness  of  that  company,  unless  the  Court  of 
Claims  shall  hereafter  decide  that  said  company  is  entitled,  under  tlx^ 
act  of  September  20,  1850,  to  payment  for  such  transportation. 

The  other  amounts,  when  received  by  this  office,  will  be  credited  ot^ 
the  debts  of  the  respetjtive  companies,  which  debts  will  thereby  ber^" 
duced  to  the  extent  of  the  sums  so  credited. 

Accompanying  tiiis  report  is  a  table,  marked  A,  showing  the  origina^l 
indebtedness  of  each  company,  the  aecumulated  interest,  expenses,  ancJ 
charges  made  on  account  of  overpayments,  the  increase  or  decrease  of 
the  debt  of  each  company  during  the  year,  the  payments  made  during' 
the  year,  the  total  payments  to  June  30,  1876,  and  the  balance  unpaid 
It  also  gives  th^  names  of  those  companies  whose  debts  have  been  dis- 
charged by  payment  in  full,  or  by  compromise  and  settlement  under  the 
acts  of  March  3,  1871,  and  February  27,  1875,  and  the  amount  unpaid 
at  date  of  couipromise  and  settlement. 

During  the  fiscal  year  I  received  from  indebted  railroad  companies  iu 
postal  dues  the  sum  of  $67,630.86,  which  sum  has  been  deposited  in 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  credited  the  respective  compa- 
nies making  the  payment. 

EEGULAE   AND  MISCELLANEOUS  SUPPLIES. 

A  nimals. 

The  following  statements  show  the  number  of  horses  and  mules  pur- 
chased in  the  several  military  departments  during  the  fiscal  year,  also 
their  total  cost  and  average  cost : 

Cavalry  and  artillery  horses. 


Where  purchased. 


Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic. 

Department  of  the  South 

DepRrtment  of  the  Gulf 

Department  of  Texas  

Department  of  the  Missouri 

Department  of  the  Platte 

Department  of  Dakota 

Department  of  California 

Department  of  Arizona 

Department  of  the  Columbia  .... 
General  depots,  &c 


Total. 


Number. 


401 
346 
454 


70 

io4 


1.376 


Total  cost 


$170  00 


40. 343  64 
40. 070  48 
54,228  50 


8,750  00 

is'eoo'oo' 


159. 168  62 


Avera^ 
cost. 


$170  00 


100  eo 

115  81 
119  44 


125  00 

isoio 


*$L15  07 
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Mules  and  team-horses. 


Mules. 

Horses. 

Where  parchaaed. 

Number. 

Total  cost. 

Average 
cost. 

Number. 

Total  cost. 

Average 
cost. 

KBtaiT  Division  of  the  Atlantic... 

12 

$2.285  00 

$190  42 

t>epvtment of  Texaa 

150 
100 

$7,854  00 
14,000  00 

$52  36 
140  00 

IWfMrtment  of  the  Miasoari ............... 

Bepartment  of  Dakota 

Department  of  California 

1 

118  82 

118  28 

i    &«Mitznent  of  the  Columbia - 

17 

210 

2 

396 

2,380  00 

26.200  00 

3U0  00 

47.965  00 

140  00 
124  76 
150  00 
121   12 

1    Ooeral  depots.  &d .... 

13 

2,585  00 

198  84 

V   Dtptrtment  of  the  Gulf 

1   Dcnutment  of  the  Platte    

1       j-^unent  oi  «i«  .rmwe 

1         Total 

875 

98.699  00 

*112  79 

26 

4,988  82 

♦191  87 

'Thirty  oxen  purchased  in  Department  of  Arizona,  at  a  total  cost  of  $1,125,  averaging  $37.50  each. 

The  following  is  a  tabular  statemcut  of  tbe  sales  of  public  animals  iu 
the  different  departments  and  genei.i^  depots,  &c.,  showing  number  sold 
aod amount  realized: 


Department 


OirMoo  of  the  Atlantic 

I^psrtment  of  the  South  . . . 

Dtpaitment  of  the  Oulf 

Department  of  Texas 

I^]»rtmeat  of  the  Missouri. 
Bvpartment  of  the  Platte... 

Dvpsrtmeot  of  Dakota 

Department  of  California 

Department  of  Arizona 

Department  of  the  Columbia 
Gmeral  depots,  See 


Total 


Horses. 


No. 


14 
1 


302 
504 
180 
105 

27 
166 

45 
5 


1.349 


Amount. 


Mules. 


No. 


$4ai  10 
50  00 


8,038  12 

22.271  00 

7,734  85 

4, 869  71 

658  00 
4,784  70 
1.416  75 

284  50 


6 
3 
3 

73 
143 

55 

25 
8 

22 
4 
3 


SO,  538  73       345 


Amount. 


$272  00 

144  75 

210  00 

1,559  UO 

5, 446  50 

2,303  25 

990  50 

339  50 

571  48 

105  00 

174  OU 


12, 115  98 


Oxen. 


No. 


Amount. 


Total. 


No. 

Amount. 

20 

$703  10 

4 

194  75 

3 

210  00 

375 

9.597  12 

647 

27,717  50 

235 

10.038  10 

130 

5, 860  21 

35 

997  50 

188 

5.356  18 

49 

1,521  75 

8 

458  50 

1,694 

62,654  71 

Summary, 

Tbe  following  is  a  summary  statement  of  the  number  of  animals  pur- 
chased, sold,  died,  &c.,  and  remaining  on  hand  during  tbe  fiscal  year: 


>                 On  hand,  purchased,  Slc. 

Horeea. 

Mules. 

Oxen. 

On  bflad  July  1 .  IWS 

10,137 

1,402 

53 

9,739 
875 
118 

10,732 

51 

Tlirf fiasnil 

30 

Taken  np,  Ste  ...# 

To  \h>  accounted  for ^.     .^. 

11,592 

81 

gold 

1,349 

458 

80 

345 

454 

96 

Died 

4 

Lmt  and  stftlen  -,--». -r. ,........- .     ..^x..^.  .. 

a 

Total  sold,  died,  Sco 

1,887 

895 

7 

Ob  hand  Jnn**  90,  1876 , 

9,705 

9,83? 

74 

Fuel^forag€y  and  straw. 

The  issue  of  forage  and  straw  during  the  fiscal  year  was  as  follows : 
Corn, 592,782  bushels;  barley,  130,903  bushels;  hay, 52,360 tons;  straw, 
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3,370  tons;  oats,  834,942  bashels;  bran,  45,972  bushels;  fodder,  323 
tons. 

Tbe  issaes  of  fuel  during  the  same  period  were :  Wood,  133,502  cords; 
anthracite  coal,  17,115  tons;  bituminous  coal,  16,605  tons. 

OONTRACTS. 

There  were  filed  in  this  office  and  examined  during  the  fiscal  year  606 
contracts,  as  follows :  224  for  forage,  embracing  31,418,542  pounds  of 
corn;  19,619,485  pounds  of  oats;  894,348  pounds  of  barley;  303,337 
pounds  of  bran ;  87,181,358  pounds  of  hav ;  3  for  4,517,936  pounds  of 
straw ;  96  for  112,010  cords  of  wood  ;  20  for  59,642,883  pounds  of  coal; 
21  for  34,333  pounds  of  charcoal ;  66  for  such  quantities  of  fuel,  forage, 
and  straw  as  might  be  required ;  5  for  national  cemeteries  ;  45  for  cloth- 
ing, camp  and  garrison  equipage;  1  for  horses;  2  for  harness;  36  for 
transportation;  16  for  buildings;  2  for  stationery ^  1  for  steam-laancb; 
4  tor  wharves ;  22  for  tools  and  materials ;  5  for  miscellaneous  services ; 
1  charter-party  ;  36  contracts  of  lease. 

ESTIMATES  AND  REQUISITIONS. 

Estimates  for  annual  supplies  and  miscellaneous  estimates  and  requi- 
sitions which  have  been  received  and  acted  upon  during  the  fiscal  year, 
as  follows : 

From  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic ^ 

From  Military  Division  of  the  Missoari 223 

From  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific 18 

From  Department  of  the  South •• l^ 

From  New  York  depot 3 

From  Philadelphia  depot 1^ 

From  Jeffersonville  depot 27 

From  Washington  depot 8 

From  Military  Academy,  West  Point 1^ 

From  miscellaneous  sources ^ 

Total 453 

WAaONS,  AMBULANCES,  AND  HABNESS. 

Seventy-five  six-mule  army  wagons  were  purchased  during  the  yearof 
H.  W.  Kothert,  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  at  $149.50  each.  A  factory  for  the 
manufacture  of  wagons  and  ambulances  was  erected  at  Jeffersonville 
depot,  Indiana,  during  the  year,  and  material  was  purchased  for  the 
construction  thereat  of  200  army  wagons,  at  a  cost  of  $11,400.52,  oat 
of  which  there  have  been  constructed  109  army  wagons,  at  an  average 
cost  (including  material  and  labor)  of  $129.20  each.  The  manufactare 
of  the  remaining  wagons  is  well  advanced,  and  will  be  completed  in* 
few  months.  The  manufacture  of  additional  wagons  and  ambulances  at 
this  factory  has  been  discontinued  under  authority  of  the  Secretary  of 
War. 

Screnteetl  spring  wagons  were  purchased  during  the  year  for  use  ^^ 
various  posts.  Under  advertisement  of  May  22,  1876,  proposals  wete 
received  at  the  Philadelphia  and  Jeflfersonville  quartermaster  depo*^ 
for  the  construction  of  twenty  spring-wagons  (Saint  Louis  pattern)  9>^^ 
twenty  ambulances,  (Wheeling  pattern,)  and  the  depot-qu  irtermast^^ 
at  Jeffersonville  depot  was  authorized  to  award  the  contract  to  Hen^S 
Schulte,  Newport,  Ky.,  for  the  spring-wagons,  at  $173.50  each,  at^ 
ambulances,  at  $149.50  each,  delivery  to  be  made  at  the  JeffersonviU^ 
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ot,  to  commence  in  20  days  from  date  of  contract  and  be  completed 
10  days  from  date  thereof. 

lie  Board  of  oflBcers  referred  to  in  annaal  report  for  the  fiscal  year 
ing  June  30, 1875,  as  having  been  convened  by  the  Secretary  of 
iT  to  consider  and  recommend  a  pattern  of  ambulance  for  use  in  the 
ny,  made  a  preliminary  report,  wherein  the  construction  by  the 
Inance  Department  of  a  few  experimental  ambulances  was  recom- 
Dded. 

'his  office  recommended  that  the  experimental  ambulances  be  built 
the  Quartermaster's  Department.  The  Secretary  of  War,  however, 
|)roved  the  recommendation  of  the  Board,  and  authorized  the  con- 
action  by  the  Ordnance  Department  of  six  experimental  ambulances 
i  their  appurtenances,  and  three  ambulance  models  one  quarter  size, 
rhe  final  report  of  the  Board  has  not  yet  been  submitted. 
Copies  of  the  specifications  for  four  and  six  horse  harness,  prepared 
the  Board  of  officers  referred  to  in  the  annual  report  for  the  fiscal 
ar  ending  June  30,  1875,  as  having  been  convened  by  the  Secretary  of 
ar  to  recommend  specifications  for  army  wagon,  mule  and  horse 
rness,  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  are  submitted  with 
is  report. 

No  army  wagon  harness  was  purchased  during  tlie  year,  the  stock 
ovided  during  the  previous  fiscal  year  having  been  sufficient  to  meet 
demands,  with  a  surplus  still  remaining  on  hand. 
A  Board  of  officers  was  convened  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  consider 
d  report  upon  various  subjects  connected  with  the  Quartermaster's 
apartment.    This  Board  prepared  and  submitted  specifications  for  a 

0  horse  and  four  horse  or  mule  wagon  recommended  by  it  for  adoption 
'use  in  the  Army,  which  were  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War.  A 
py  of  these  specifications  is  also  submitted  with  this  report. 

Fbe  same  Board  also  prepared  and  submitted  specifications  for  four 
lie  ambulance  harness  recommended  by  it  for  adoption.  On  the  rec- 
imendation  of  this  office,  the  Secretary  of  War  authorized  the  print- 
jfof  a  small  number  of  the  specifications,  and  the  purchase  of  ambu- 
ice  harness  manufactured  in  accordance  therewith,  for  one  hundred 
lies,  for  trial.  Orders  were  accordingly  given  by  this  office  for  the 
rchase,  under  contract,  of  twenty-five  sets  of  ambulance  harness, 
inufactured  in  accordance  with  the  specifications,  for  distribution  to 
8t8  for  trial.  As  the  harness  has  not  yet  been  delivered,  no  distribu- 
n  of  it  for  trial  has  been  made.  A  copy  of  these  specifications  is  here- 
th  submitted. 

STOVES  AND  RANGES. 

Phe  Board  of  officers  referred  to  in  annual  report  for  the  fiscal  year 
ling  June  30,  1875,  as  having  been  convened  by  the  Secretary  of 
IT  to  draw  up  and  submit  specifications  for  cooking  and  heating 
ves  and  ranges  for  Army  use,  and  prepare  a  supply-table,  giving 
mber  to  be  provided  for  use  of  officers  and  of  men  in  public  quarters 
i  barracks,  has  since  submitted  its  report,  with  specifications  of  stoves 

1  ranges  recommended  for  use,  and  supply-table,  which  have  been 
proved  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  a  few  minor  changes  recom- 
nded  by  this  office.  A  pamphlet,  containing  all  the  essential  portions 
this  report,  including  the  specifications  of  the  stoves  and  ranges  rec- 
imended  for  use,  and  the  supply-table,  is  submitted  with  this  report. 

JOHNSON'S  FORCE-PUMPS. 

Fbe  various  military  posts,  stations,  depots,  &c.,  have  been  generally 
pplied  with  Johnson's  hand  force-pump.  Keports  continue  to  be  made 
its  value  and  efficiency  in  case  of  fire. 
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PADLOCKS, 

A  new  standard  padlock  bas  been  adopted  during  the  year,  which 
believed  to  be  very  much  superior  to  the  standard  superseded,  and  fi*^ 
hundred  and  twenty-four  of  these  new  standard  padlocks  have  bee 
purchased,  five  hundred  being  stored  at  Jefiersonville  depot  fgr  issue. 

EXPLORINO  EXPEDITION. 

The^ Quartermaster's  Department,  under  orders  of  the  Secretary  < 
War,  furnished  means  of  transportation,  and  forage,  &c.,  to  the  explo 
ing  expedition  under  charge  of  Lieut.  George  M.  Wheeler,  of  the  Ei 
gineer  Corps,  during  the  past  fiscal  year. 

CENTENNIAL  EXHIBITION. 

The  Quartermaster's  Department  is  represented  at  this  exhibition  b 
the  display,  contemplated  and  referred  to  in  last  annual  report,  of  an 
bulances,  wagons,  harness,  &c.,  and  articles  of  histoiic  interest. 

IRON-HUBBED  WHEELS. 

No  definite  conclusion  has  been  reached  as  to  the  most  suitable  an 
serviceable  pattern  or  patterns  of  iron-hubbed  wheels  for  Army  u« 
Trials  in  actual  service  of  those  purchased  for  the  purpose  have  bee 
continued  during  the  past  year. 

APPROPRIATION  FOR  REGULAR  SUPPLIES. 

The  amount  estimated  by  this  Department  for  regular  supplies  fo 
the  Army  during  fiscal  year  1875-'76  was  $4,600,000  00 ;  the  Secretary  c 
War  recommended  $4,600,000.00 ;  Congress  appropriated  $4,250,000.0( 

The  amount  remaining  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriation  for  regula 
supplies  for  fiscal  year  1875-'76  on  July  1,  1876,  on  the  books  of  tb 
Treasury  was  $190,258.26,  which  will  doubtless  be  sufficient  to  me< 
outstanding  indebtedness  on  that  account  for  the  year. 

MISCELLANEOUS  MATTERS. 

The  Board  of  officers  hereinbefore  referred  to  as  having  been  convene 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  examine  and  report  upon  various  subjec 
connected  with  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  examined  and  reporti 
upon  a  number  of  other  subjects  besides  the  two  and  four  horse  ai 
mule  wagons  and  ambulance  harness  before  referred  to,  among  them  tl 
following : 

1.  "  The  horseshoes  and  mule-shoes  best  adapted  for  the  service." 
Its  opinion,  which  was  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  was,  th 

for  the  cavalry  service  the  "Goodeuough"  shoes  were  the  best,  and  f 
team  horses  and  mules,  the  "  Goodenough,"  (both  iron  and  steel,)  tl 
*' Burden,"  and  the  "Shoenbeger"  were  the  most  suitable. 

2.  "Galvanized  iron  feed-boxes." 

The  Board  recommended  the  supply  of  a  certain  pattern  for  use 
the  Army,  which  was  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Several  posts  have  been  supplied  with  them  upon  requisitions. 

3.  "  The  substitution  of  horses  for  mules  in  the  Quartermaster's  J} 
partment." 
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The  Board  was  of  opiuioD,  which  was  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  that  for  general  transportation  purposes  horses  could  not  be  ad- 
vaDtageousIy  substituted  for  inu)es,  but  that  for  drausfht  purposes  in 
Northern  and  Eastern  States,  and  at  depots  in  large  cities,  and  for  sad- 
dle purposes  of  wagon-masters,  messengers,  and  expressmen,  horses 
coald  be  advantageously  used  in  place  of  mules. 

4.  ^^Advisability  of  making  any  change  or  modification  in  present 
specifications  for  horses  and  mules." 

The  Board  recommended  the  adoption  of  specifications  prepared  by  it 
for  horses  and  mules,  making  slight  changes  in  the  then  existing  sped- 
fiiations.    This  was  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

A  copy  of  the  report  is  submitted  herewith. 

5.  "  Keystone  portable  forges." 
The  Board   recommended  certain  of  them  for  use  in  the  Army  for 

po8t  and  field  service. ,  This  was  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War, 
aod  instructions  were  given  by  this  office  to  the  proper  officer  of  the 
Qnartermaster's  Department  accordingly. 

6.  "  Fire-extinguishers." 
The  Board  examined  two  classes,  one  of  small  dimensions  and  capacity, 

for  the  extinguishment  of  fires  in  their  incipiency,  and  the  otber  of 
larger  dimensions,  for  the  extinction  of  fires  after  reaching  a  magnitude 
beyond  the  control  of  the  first-mentioned  class.  Of  the  first  class  ex- 
amined, the  Board  recommended  the  Johnson  force-pump  as  most  suit- 
able for  use  at  military  posts  in  controlling  and  suppressing  fires  in 
their  incipiency.  The  Board,  having  no  means  of  testing  the  larger 
class,  could  not  recommend  any  of  them  for  use.  The  Secretary  of  War 
approved  the  Board's  report  and  recommendation. 

7.  ^^AUowance  of  straw  to  enlisted  men  and  laundresses." 
The  Board  recommended  an  increase  of  the  allowance  per  month  from 

15  to  16  pounds,  which  was  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  and  pub- 
lished in  general  orders  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  all  con- 
cerned. 

ZINC  COLLAR  PADS. 

* 

The  result  of  the  trials  made  of  these  pads  having  been  satisfactory, 
they  were  adopted  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  and  have  been 
supplied  as  called  for  upon  requisitions. 

GRAIN-STEAMERS. 

The  grain-steamer  having  been  tried  at  one  of  the  military  stations 
and  most  favorably  reported  upon  by  the  commanding  officer  and  post 
quartermaster  as  an  apparatus  that  would  not  only  effect  a  saving  in 
grain,  but  that  the  grain  prepared  by  it  would  greatly  benefit  the  ani- 
mals consuming  the  same,  a  number  of  them  were  purchased  and  dis- 
tributed for  trial  and  report.  No  definite  conclusion  as  to  the  merits  of 
the  apparatus  can  yet  be  reached  from  the  reports  of  trial  thus  far  re- 
ceived. 

H0B8E  AND  MX7LE  SHOES  AND  SMITH'S  TOOLS  AND  MATERIALS  FOR 

THE  CAVALRY. 

The  duty  of  supplying  horse  and  mule  shoes  and  smith's  tools  and 
materials  to  the  cavalry  has  been  restored  to  the  Quartermaster's  De- 
partment. 
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TRANSPORTATION. 

The  reportft  of  officers  iudicate  that  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
transported  by  rail,  water,  wagon,  and  stage,  during  the  fiscal  year^ 
63,671  persons,  7,311  animals,  and  79,670  tons  of  material. 

The  following  were  the  larger  movements  of  troops  during  the  year, 
with  the  average  length  of  the  march  or  movement  in  each  case : 

Seventh  Cavalry,  Companies  '*B,""G,"  and '•K,"  from  Departmentof 
the  Gulf  to  Department  of  Dakota,  2,687  miles. 

Eighth  Cavalry,  from  Department  of  the  Missouri  to  Department  of 
Texas,  1,148  miles. 

Ninth  Cavah'j ,  from  Department  of  Texas  to  Department  of  the  Mis- 
souri, 992  miles. 

First  Artillery,  headquarters  and  Companies  ''B,''  "C,''  ^^D,"  "H," 
and  "K,"  from  Department  of  the  South,  andqpmpanies  "A,^  "E,"  '-F," 
"I,"  ^'L,"  an^  "M,"  from  Department  of  the  Gulf,  to  Military  Division 
of  the  Atlantic,  987  miles  from  Department  of  the  South  and  1,622  miles 
from  Department  of  the  Gulf. 

Fourth  Artillery,  Companies  "A,"  "D,''  ^'G,"  and  **M,"  from  Depart- 
ment of  California  to  Department  of  the  Columbia,  1,408  miles;  and 
Companies  "F,''  <*H,"  and  "L,"  from  Department  of  the  Columbia  to 
Department  of  California,  1,317  miles. 

Fifth  Artillery,  headquarters  and  Companies  "A,"  "D,''  '^E,"  "F," 
and  "  K,''  from  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic  to  Department  of  the 
South,  968  miles;  and  Companies  "B,^  '<G,"  "H,^  ^a,"  "L,"  and  "M," 
from  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic  to  Department  of  the  Gulf,  1,730 
miles. 

Eleventh  Infantry,  Companies  "C,"  '»D,"  and  ''I,"  from  Department 
of  the  Missouri  to  Department  of  Texas,  859  miles. 

Twelfth  Infantry,  Companies  "A,"  "C,'' and  "K,''from  Departmeo 
of  California  to  Department  of  Arizona,  2,490  miles;  and  Companie 
"B^  and  '^I,"  from  Department  of  Arizona  to  Department  of  California 
2,457  miles. 

Twenty-first  Infantry,  Company  "D,"  from  Department  of  Californi 
to  Department  of  the  Columbia,  882  miles.  Accompanying  this  report  i 
a  table  marked  '<  O,"  showing  these  movements  and  distances  in  detai 

The  stations  of  other  troops  were  in  many  cases  changed,  but  nc 
removed  outside  of  the  Departments  in  which  they  were  serving  at  th 
commencement  of  the  fiscal  year. 

BAILBOAD  TBANSPOBTATION. 

During  the  fiscal  year  the  Quartermaster's  Department  transporte 
by  rail  29,414  persons,  5,906  animals,  46,111  tons  of  material. 

Aggregate  amoQDt  paid  for  railroad  transportation  daring  the  fiscal  year, 
as  reported  by  disbursing  officers $443,819' 

Aggregate  amount  approved  by  the  Qaartermaster-General  for  railroad 
transportation  daring  the  year,  and  settled  through  Treasury  Depart- 
ment       164,174  < 

Total  settlements  for  railroad  transportation  daring  the  fiscal  year . .    606, 993  i 

PACIFIC  BAILBOADS. 

The  conclusions  reached  by  the  Court  of  Claims,  in  judgment  rendew 
May  31, 1875,  that  the  Cfnion  Pacific  Eailrad  Company  recover  one-ha 
the  compensation  earned  by  it  for  the  transportation  of  troops  and  mi 
itary  supplies,  were  concurred  in  by  the  Supreme  Court  November  2 
1875,  and  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Claims  affirmed. 
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Daring  the  pendency  of  the  suit  in  the  Court  of  Claims,  and  before 
jodgment  was  obtained  in  that  court,  a  stipulation  was  entered  into 

between  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company  and  the  United  States, 
tliat  no  judgment  which  might  be  rendered  in  favor  of  said  company 
sboaid  be  collected  until  after  final  judgment  in  the  suit  brought  by  the 
United  States  against  said  company  under  the  act  of  June  22,  1874,  to 
recover  the  amount  claimed  to  be  due  the  United  States  for  five  per 
centum  of  the  net  earnings  of  the  railroad. 

The  suits  against  the  several  Pacific  railroad  companies  for  payment  of 
5per  centum  of  their  net  earnings  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
are  yet  pending  and  undetermined,  and  section  5260  Revised  Statutes 
directs  the  Seci  etary  of  the  Treasury  to  withhold  all  moneys  due  these 
roads  on  account  of  freights  and  transportation  until  such  payment  has 
been  made. 

For  these  reasons  the  judgment  recovered  by  the  Union  Pacific  Rail- 
road has  not  been  paid,  and  the  amounts  found  due  to  these  roads  for 
the  transportation  of  troops  and  supplies  have  continued  to  be  withheld 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  since  that  judgment  was  rendered. 

The  similar  suits  of  the  Central  Pacific  and  the  Kansas  Pacific  Rail- 
roads, for  payment  in  cash  of  one-half  their  earnings  by  the  transporta- 
tion of  United  States  troops  and  military  supplies,  are  pending  and  in 
coarse  of  process  in  the  Court  of  Claims. 

All  amounts  earned  by  these  subsidized  railroads  for  military  trans- 
portation are  taken  from  the  appropriations  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  and  transferred  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
as  assignee  of  the  respective  companies. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  transportation  service  performed 
by  the  Pacific  Railroads  for  the  Department  during  the  fiscal  year : 


Name  of  companies. 


IlBi«BPaeiflc  Railroad 

GeDtnd  Pacific  Railroad 

Kufu  Pacific  Railroad 

Steix  Citj  and  Pacific  Railroad 
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20,420,299 
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9,794.841 

28,814 

32,536,578 


The  cost  of  this  service  may  be  stated  as  follows: 


Nama  of  oompaniae. 


DiioB  Pacific  Railroad 

Cmtnl  Pacific  Railroad 

KaniBN  Pacific  Railroad 

SloBz  City  and  Pacific  Railroad. 
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$144,088  76 
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$160,000  00 

60,000  00 

70,000  00 

1,000  00 


291,000  00 
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$356,931  06 

136, 516  40 

89.875  40 

2,145  27 


585.468  13 
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Tbe  total  amouDts  paid  by  the  Qaartermaster's  Department  for  mil- 
itary trannportation  over  these  roads  from  the  date  when  they  were  first 
oi)eued  for  traffic  np  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876, 
may  be  stated  as  follows: 


Name  of  eompaniet. 


Union  Pacific  Railroad , 

Central  Pacific  Railroad 

Kanftas  Pacific  Railroad 

Sioax  City  and  Pacific  Railroad 

Total 
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4.657  54 


a»  783, 213  17 


I! 
15? 


a  2 

o 

at!- 


«So 


$1,677,464  54   $1,288,547  99 
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223,396  28 
877,694  79 
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178.526  99 
248. 093  40 
7,235  33 


8, 783, 213  16     1, 722, 400  71 


$4. 643  477  OS 

625,319  5; 

8,003. 463  (X 

16.550  43 


7.288,830  0< 


Unsettled  accounts  of  these  companies  have  been  rendered  and  were 
at  close  of  fiscal  year  under  adjustment  in  this  office  and  the  Treasoij 
Department,  in  amount  as  follows: 

UDion  Pacific  Railroad  Company : $309,008  8! 

Central  Pacific  Railroad  Company 224,322  71 

Kansas  Pacific  Railroad  Company 72,O26  0s 

Sioax  City  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company 5,363  3; 

Total .' 610, 720  9( 


LAND-aRANT  RAILROADS. 

Appended  to  this  report  is  a  table  of  land-grant  railroads  of  the 
United  States,  published  by  this  office  May  6,  1876,  for  the  information 
of  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department. 

This  table  designates : 

Ist.  Those  roads  to  which  no  payments  can  be  made  for  militarj 
transportation  under  the  laws  relating  to  land-grant  railroads. 

2d.  Those  roads  to  which  full  payments  may  be  made  under  such  laws. 

3d.  Those  land-grant  railroads  which  are  also  indebted  to  the  Uuited 
States  for  bonds  issued  in  their  behalf,  the  earnings  of  which,  by  mill 
tary  transportation,  are  by  law  applied  in  liquidation  of  such  debts. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of  June  16, 1874,  and  March  3, 1875; 
the  following  named  land-grant  railroads  have  brought  suit  in  the  Coarl 
of  Claims  for  the  charges  for  military  transportation,  and  for  the  recov 
ery  of  the  t^ame  if  found  entitled  thereto  by  virtue  of  the  laws  in  force 
prior  to  the  passage  of  those  acts,  which  expressly  prohibit  the  paymeol 
of  such  charges,  viz :  the  Lake  Superior  and  Mississippi ;  the  Atcbi»on 
Topeka  and  Santa  F^;  the  Mobile  and  Montgomery,  and  the  Saint  Pan 
and  Pacific  Railroad  Companies. 

The  Court  of  Claims  has  rendered,  judgment  for  the  United  States  ii 
the  cases  of  the  Lake  Superior  and  Mississippi,  and  the  Atchison,  Topek 
and  Santa  F6  Railroads,  and  they  have  been  appealed  to  the  Suprem 
Court,  where  they  are  now  pending. 

The  Court  of  Claims  has  not  yet  rendered  judgment  in  the  cases  ( 
the  Mobile  and  Montgomery  and  the  Saint  Paul  and  Pacific  Railroads. 

A  bill  has  been  introduced  in  Congress,  (44th  Congress,  1st  sessioi 
H.  R.  2152,)  to  relieve  Morgan's  Louisiana  and  Texas  Railroad  from  tl 
conditions  of  the  act  of  June  3, 1856,  which  provides  that  it  shall  1 
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lod  remain  a  public  highway  for  the  nse  of  the  Government  of  the 

United  States  free  from  any  toll  or  charge  upon  the  transportation  of 
inj  property  or  troops  of  the  United  States.  • 

Should  this  bill  become  a  law,  the  Quartermaster's  Department  would 
lliereby  be  empowered  to  make  payment  to  this  land-grant  railroad  for 
transportation  services. 

It  18  desirable  that  an  authoritative  settlement  should  be  quickly  made 
0f  the  important  question  whether  these  land-grant  railroads,  under  the 
terms  of  the  original  acts  of  Congress  donating  the  lands  to  aid  in  their 
eoostraction,  are  or  are  not  required  to  transport  troops  and  property  of 
the  United  States  free  df  all  cost,  charge,  or  expense. 

It  is  necessary  that  they  be  used  for  purposes  of  transportation 
^  the  Department;  the  companies  demur,  and  render  such  service 
under  protest,  and  under  the  knowledge  that  compensation  is  prohibited 
kralaw,  which,  though  positive  in  precluding  compensation,  yet  con- 
cedes that  the  railroads  have,  perhaps,  a  just  claim  for  it.  A  way  is 
|iro?ided  by  this  law  for  bringing  the  matter  to  an  i^sue  and  settlement 
throQgh  the  Court  of  Claims  and  Supreme  Court.  More  than  two 
fears  have  elapsed  since  the  passage  of  the  first  act  prohibiting  pay- 
■e^ts  to  these  roads,  and  the  question  is  still  unsettled. 

The  Department  is  meanwhile  placed  in  the  attitude  of  demanding 
lenrices  under  such  circumstances,  with  no  power  to  enforce  its  demands 
exapt  by  replevying  goods  retained  by  the  railroads  for  charges,  or  the 
ilow  and  inadequate  process  of  bringing  suit  in  court  of  law  against 
the  companies  for  damages  in  cases  of  refusal  to  furnish  transportation, 
18  demanded  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  for  the  troops  and 
itores  of  the  United  States. 

Sttch  expedients  have  happily  been  avoided  thus  far,  but  it  is  appre- 
hended that  unless  a  speedy  settlement  of  the  matters  at  issue  be 
Kcared,  difficulties  may  arise  and  serious  embarrassment  to  the  service 
60806,  owing  to  the  delicate  questions  involved,  and  the  important 
peeaniary  interests  of  some  of  these  companies  which  are  at  stake. 

WAGON  AND  STAGE  TRANSPORTATION. 

Tbe  Quartermaster's  Department  transported  by  wagon,  including 
public  teams,  contractor's  trains,  and  teams  hired  for  special  services, 
15,076  tons  of  military  stores,  and  by  stage  3,053  passengers. 

Aggregate  amonnt  paid  for  wagon  transportation  during  the  fiscal  year, 
ts  reported  by  disbursing  officers  of  the  Department $848,433  05 

AnoQot  approved  by  tbe  Quartermaster-General  for  wagon  transportation 
doriDg  the  year,  and  settled  through  the  Treasury  Department 4, 143  04 

Toul  settlements  for  wagon  transportation  during  the  fiscal  year 852, 576  09 

^ODt  paid  for  stage  transportation  during  the  fiscal  year,  as  reported 
bj  disbursing  officers  of  the  Department 116, 422  79 

Ko  settlements  for  stage  transportation  during  the  year  were  made 
trough  this  office. 

Twenty-eight  contracts  for  wagon  transportation,  made  by  officers  of 
Department,  were  received  at  this  office  during  the  year,  an  abstract 
of  which  is  appended  to  this  report.  This  service  is  in  a  satisfactory 
condition,  so  far  as  shown  by  reports  of  officers  received  at  this  office. 

WATER  TRANSPORTATION. 

There  were  carried  by  water  for  the  Department  during  the  fiscal 
rear  31,204  persons ;  1,425  animals,  and  36,960,518  pounds  of  material. 

The  amount  paid  on  account  of  this  service  by  disbursing  officers 
lanng  the  year,  so  far  as  reported,  was  $411,369.27. 

16  w 
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No  settlements  for  water  transportation  during  the  year  were  made 
through  this  office. 

The  (c)llowing-named  vessels,  owned  by  the  War  Department,  have  been 
in  service  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  during  the  fiscal  year, 
viz :  Steamer  "  Henry  Smith,"  in  New  York  Harbor ;  propeller »'  General 
McPbersou,"  in  San  Francisco  Harbor;  steam-launch  *< Monroe,"  em- 
ployed at  Fort  Monroe,  Va. ;  steam-launch  "  Hamilton,"  employed  at  Fort 
Hamilton,  New  York  Harbor;  steam-launch  "Thayer,"  employed  at  Bos- 
ton, Mass. ;  steam-launch  "  Barrancas," employed  at  Fort  Barrancas,  FIl; 
steam-launch  **  General  Greene,"  employed  at  Fort  McHenry,  Md.;  steam- 
launch  "General  Jesup*,"  employed  at  Fort  Adams,  E.  I.;  steam-lauuch 
"Pulaski,"  laid  up  at  Fort  Monroe,  Va,;  schooner  "Matchless,"  em- 
ployed at  Key  West,  Fla. ;  and  the  sloop-yacht  "  Phantom,"  employed 
at  Fort  Barrancas,  Fla. 

Thesteamer  "  Henry  Smith,"  employed  by  charterduringthefiscal  year, 
was  purchased  on  the  30th  day  Juno,  1876,  at  a  cost  of  $26,000.00,  for 
service  in  New  York  Harbor,  where  she  is  now  employed  by  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department. 

Vessels  of  different  kinds  have  at  various  times,  as  the  necessities  of 
the  service  required,  been  employed  by  charter  or  otherwise  during  the 
year  at  an  ejcpense  of  $57,018.29,  which,  together  with  cost  of  running 
and  maintaining  vessels  owned  by  the  United  States,  is  included  in  the 
amount  hereinbefore  reported  as  having  been  paid  on  account  of  water- 
transportation  by  disbursing  ofhcers  of  this  Department. 

STEAM-LAUNCHES. 

In  November,  1875,  a  steam-launch  named  the  "Monroe,'' constructed 
by  the  New  York  Safety  Steam-Power  Company,  of  New  York,  wsls  pur- 
chased, at  a  cost  of  $15,200.00,  for  service  at  Fortress  Monroe,  Va., 
where  she  is  now  employed  on  various  duties  by  the  Quartermasters 
Department,  and  also  in  towing  heavy  targets  for  artillery  practice,  the 
planting,  manipulation,  &c.,  of  defensive  torpedoes  and  the  electric  com- 
munications with  them,  and  making  reconnoissances  by  water. 

Tbis  launch  is  83  feet  in  length  on  deck  over  all,  16  feet  7  inches 
breadth  over  all,  6  feet  in  depth  of  hold,  and  6  feet  draught. 

The  steam-launch  "  Pulaski,''  having  been  inspected  and  pronounced 
unseaworthy,  was  sold  at  Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  by  authority  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  on  February  29,  1876,  after  due  advertisement,  for  $540.00. 

On  the  30th  of  June,  1876,  a  contract  was  entered  into  by  Col. 
Kufus  Ingalls,  Assistant  Quartermaster-general  CTuited  States  Army) 
at  New  York,  with  James  D.,  Leary,  for  the  construction  of  a  steam- 
launch  for  use  of  the  Ordnance  Department  at  New  York,  in  carrying 
officers,  men,  and  material  to  and  fro  between  the  city  and  the  proving' 
ground  at  Sandy  Hook. 

Hei  cost  is  not  to  exceed  $18,000.00. 

GENERAL  OBDEES  RESPECTING  ARMY  TRANSPORTATION. 

During  the  year  general  orders  governing  the  Army  with  reference 
to  transportation  issued  from  the  Adjutant-GeneraPs  Office  as  follows  - 

No.  90,  of  1875,  modifying  paragraph  1097,  Kevised  Army  liegula^ 
tions,  as  to  the  quantity  of  officers'  baggage  authorized  to  be  trans- 
ported  in  the  field  and  changing  station,  and  fixing  the  amount  to  be 
transported  in  such  case. 

No.  107,  of  1875,  correcting  the  improper  practice  which  had  obtained 
to  a  considerable  extent  among  officers  of  sending  packages  by  express, 
and  of  shipping  property  and  paying  for  its  transportation,  and  thee 
claiming  reimbursement  from  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
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No.  10,  of  1876,  directing  tbat  a  statement  be  made  to  this  office 
larterly  by  all  officers  making  payments  from  appropriations  for  Army 
iDsportation,  and  publishing  form  for  the  purpose. 
No.  11,  of  1876,  holding  shippin  gofficers  responsible  for  the  shipment 
i  ordnance  stores  insecurely  packed,  and  prohibiting  the  shipment  of 
Mided  arms. 

No.  24,  of  1876,  regulating  the  transportation  of  the  allowances  ol 
«gg'^g^  to  officers  prescribed  in  General  Order  No.  90,  of  1875,  author- 
zing  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  be  carried  on  the  same  convey- 
iDces  by  which  the  officers  are  transported,  and  requiring  that  the 
remainder  be  turned  over  to  the  Quartermaster's  Department  for  trans- 
portation. 

No.  43,  of  1876,  prohibiting  the  shipment  of  public  property  on  trans- 
portation-requests for  personal  transportation,  and  of  personal  baggage 
iho,  excepting  as  authorized  in  General  Order  No.  24,  of  1876,  requiring 
tbe  use  of  bills  of  lading  of  the  forms  in  use  by  the  Quartermaster's 
Department,  and  shipments  to  be  made  by  freight  lines,  unless  other- 
vise  ordered  by  a  department  commander  or  higher  authority. 

A  form  of  an  order  was  also  prepared  during  the  year,  and  has  since 
been  issued,  (No.  66,  of  1876,)  directing  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
to  receive  and  ship  freight  for  the  Treasury  Department,  and  regulating 
tbe  course  to  be  pursued  in  such  cases. 

There  has  also  been  prepared  and  submitted,  but  not  yet  issued,  an 
nler  restricting  to  a  definite  quantity  and  description  the  public  and 
Iffirate  property  which  should  accompany  bodies  of  troops  changing 
itation,  and  on  the  march,  and  for  which  transportation  should  be 
^nished  at  public  expense. 

The  fact  that  this  subject  is  not  now  governed  by  regulations  or 
orders  has  led  to  the  imposition  upon  the  United  States,  in  the  move- 
lent  of  troops,  of  paying  for  the  transportation  of  large  quantities  of 
property,  both  public  and  private — some  not  worth  the  cost  of  the  trans- 
portation, some  not  owned  by,  or  of  any  interest  to,  the  Government^ 
fcc.— to  the  extent  even,  in  many  cases,  of  afifecting  the  mobility  of  the 
Army.  This  proposed  order  is  designed  to  correxjt  these  evils,  and  pre- 
UTibes  the  articles  and  fixes  the  limit  of  the  quantity  of  property  to  be 
transported  in  such  cases,  having  in  view  the  wants  of  the  troops,  the 
good  of  the  service,  accountability  of  officers,  and  the  cost  of  transporta- 

tiOD. 

TRANSPORTATION  APPROPRIATION   AND  ITS  DISBURSEMENT. 

The  amount  appropriated  for  the  fiscal  year  1875-'76  was  $4,000,000.00. 

Wpitelolioii  of  expenditures  made  from  qppropriation  for  Army  transportation  up  to  July 
1,  lff76f  for  services  rendered  and  purchases  made  during  the  fiscal  year  1875-v6. 


Nature  of  serrice,  Ac. 


Pauengen. 


J^nflnMd  tranvportatloo 
nr  vuer  tnui«portation . . . 
Far  wigoB  tranitportation . . 
'«  etfe  truMporution . . . 


$249, 498  70 
124, 430  99 


115,425  56 


489.355  25 


Freight. 


$355,986  54 

249,622  j6 

797, 887  27 

997  23 


Expend!- 
tarei. 


$1,508  61 
37,316  12 
54,688  82 


1,404,493  90  |    93,513  55 


Total 

<«^reha»eof  iranvportatlon  aninuds 

■  * pardiMe  and  repair  of  army  and  spring  wagoni,  cart«,  hamew,  fte 

'«  bir«  of  teanwters  and  other  employ^^  connected  with  transportation 

for  parehaaiag,  rvpainng,  and  ope  rating  vesMlM 

r«  pmpa  md^  other  apparatun  to  supply  postx  with  water,  and  for  water-rent ;  for  building 
■d  repairkig  wharves  and  for  wharfage ;  for  tolls  on  turnpikes,  ferriea,  and  bridges,  and 
^  dearing  and  removing  obstructions  from  roads,  harbors,  and  rivers,  estimated 

^••aatin  the  hands  of  di»buning  officers  at  cIom  of  fl^calyear 


Gnad  total 


Total 


$606,999  85 

411,369  srr 

852,576  09 
116.422  79 


1, 987. 362  00 
104.812  82 
175.000  00 
700.  OUO  00 
106,921  86 


252,445  00 
347.428  42 


3,673.970  10 
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Amonot  of  appropriation  remaiDing  in  the  Treasury  June  30, 1876, 
$324,029.90. 

This  balance,  it  is  apprehended,  will  not  be  sufficient  for  the  settle- 
ment of  the  accounts  of  the  Pacific  Eailroads  for  services  during  the 
year,  which,  on  June  30, 1876,  were  not  adjusted,  and  which  were  not 
presented  for  adjustment  up  to  that  day. 

TRANSPORTATION  ACCOUNTS  OF  PREVIOUS  FISCAL  TEARS. 

During  the  fiscal  year  accounts  and  claims  for  transportation  service 
performed  during  previous  fiscal  years  were  referred  by  this  office  to  the 
Treasury  for  settlement  as  follows: 

For  railroad  transportation $454,417  35 

For  water  transportation 121,648  47 

For  wagon  transportation 21, 432  22 

For  stage  transportation 4,066  92 

For  miscellaneous  transportation  claims,  tolls.  United  States  military  rail- 
roads, &o 12.349  11 

Total 614,134  07 

CLAIMS. 

On  January  4, 1876,  the  supervision  of  the  business  pertaining  to  the 
claims  branch  of  this  office  was  added  to  my  other  duties. 

This  branch  of  the  office  embraces : — 

1st.  The  examination  of  claims  for  quartermaster's  stores,  clothing, 
camp  i^nd  garrison  equipage,  based  on  regular  purchase  vouchers,  or  on 
irregular  vouchers. 

2d.  The  examination  and  investigation  of  claims  for  animals  and 
other  means  of  transportation  presented  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury  for  adjudication  and  settlement,  under  the  provisions  of  the 
act  of  March  3, 1849,  especially  the  second  section  of  that  act.  (See 
section  3483,  Eevised  Statutes  of  the  United  States.) 

3d.  The  investigation  of  claims  for  quartermaster's  stores  by,  or  taken 
from,  loyal  citizens  of  States  not  in  rebellion  during  the  late  war,  for  the 
use  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

4th.  Tbe  large  correspondence  relative  to  claims  for  damages  and 
claims  generally.  While  there  is  no  law  for  the  adjudication  of  claims 
for  damages  by  the  Executiv^e  Departments,  yet  the  inquiries  and  conse- 
quent correspondence  on  that  subject  are  very  extensive. 

Many  claims  are  presented  which  do  not,  upon  their  face  or  from  the 
evidence  filed,  show  that  they  are  in  the  nature  of  damages  merely,  and 
their  true  character  is  not  developed  until  they  have  beeu  investigated 
on  the  ground  where  thny  originated. 

Claims  of  the  first  class  named  above  are  for  the  most  part  filed  first 
in  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  and  by  that  office 
referred  to  this  office  for  examination  and  report.  Many  of  them  orig- 
inated during  the  war  in  States  in  rebellion.  This  Department  has  uo 
jurisdiction  for  the  settlement  of  such  cases;  but  such  information  aS 
the  records  of  this  office  afford  is  furnished  the  accounting  officers- 
Others  of  this  class  originated  during  the  war  in  States  not  in  rebellion* 
Of  these  in  many  cases  the  claimants  are  shown  to  have  been  disloyaU 
or  the  vouchers,  &c.,  filed  in  support  of  them  are  not  in  such  regular 
shape  as  to  warrant  recommendation  for  settlement  by  this  office;  bat, 
as  in  the  other  class  of  cases  under  this  head,  such  information  as  the 
records  of  this  Department  afford  is  furnished  to  the  accounting-officers ; 
and  whenever  the  case  appears  a  proper  one  for  adjudication  under  the 
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risions  of  the  act  of  July  4, 1864,  (sec.  300  A,  Appendix  Eevised 
totes  Ubited  States,)  an  opinion  to  that  effect  is  conimanicated  to 
accounting  officers. 

laiins  of  the  second  class  are  usually  referred  to  this  office  by  the 
rd  Anditor  of  the  Treasury  for  examination  and  report  of  such  infor- 
tion  as  the  records  of  this  Department  afford  on  the  subject,  and  for 
estigation  in  the  locality  where  the  claim  originated,  when  that  is 
jessary. 

nie  bulk  of  the  business  of  this  branch  of  the  office  is  the  examina- 
Q  and  investigation  of  claims  of  the  third  class  for  quartermaster's 
res  furnished  by  or  taken  from  loyal  citizens  of  States  not  in  rebel- 
Q  for  the  use  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  during  the  war,  pre- 
ited  to  this  office  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  July  4,  1864. 
5c  300  A,  Appendix  Revised  Statutes  of  the  United  States.) 
rbe  labor  of  this  Department  in  connection  with  these  claims  is  very 
iat,  involving  the  services  of  a  large  number  of  clerks  in  the  Quarter- 
ister-General's  Office ;  also  of  a  number  of  clerks  in  the  offices  of  the 
ief  Quartermasters  and  Depot  Quartermasters  of  the  Military  Depart- 
nts  and  depots  where  these  claims  are  investigated,  besides  a  corps 
agents  by  whom  these  claims  are  investigated  on  the  spot  where  they 
giuated. 

rhe  cost  of  the  employ ment of  these  investigating  agents  and  the  neces- 
7  clerical  force  by  the  officers  of  this  Department,  under  whom  these 
estigations  are  made,  for  salaries  alone,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
oe  30, 1876,  amounted  to  $56,981.84.  The  items  of  expenses  incurred 
these  agents  and  reimbursed  by  the  Department  amounted  to 
$,760.92;  total,  $75,742.76. 

^y  the  statement  of  claims  appended  to  this  report,  it  will  be  seen 
It  the  number  of  claims  filed,  under  act  of  July  4,  1864,  on  hand  at 
86  of  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1875,  which  had  previously  been 
ipended  or  had  received  no  decisive  action,  was  13,314,  amounting  to 
I  sum  of  $9,730,155.82;  and  the  number  of  said  claims  filed  during  the 
It  fiscal  year  was  1,098,  amounting  to  $1,204,834.38,  making  a  total 
14,412  claims,  amounting  to  $10,934,990.20. 

Danng  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  302  of  these  claims  were 
proved,  to  the  amount  of  $186,229.50,  and  referred  to  the  Third 
iditor  of  the  Treasury  for  settlement.  A  deduction  of  $237,210.51 
fi  made  from  the  claims  approved. 

One  thousand  two  hundred   and   fifty-four  claims,  amounting   to 
,995,767.89,  were  rejected  during  the  fiscal  year. 
lin  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  business  and  correspondence  of  the 
urns  branch  is  shown  by  the  following  figures: 

Ibe  number  of  communications  received  during  the  past  fiscal  year 
Kmnted  to  15,504,  or  an  average  of  1,292  monthly,  or  about  48  daily. 
Ibe  number  of  letters  written  and  sent  out  of  this  branch  during  the 
cal  year  was  21,108,  or  an  average  of  1,759  per  month,  or  70  in  round 
imbers  daily. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  numerous  daily  calls  of  local  attorneys 
id  agents,  and  frequent  visits  of  claimants  themselves  and  others  for 
formation  on  the  subject  of  claims,  are  answered  verbally  or  informally, 
qoiring  much  time  and  labor. 

Various  bills  have  from  time  to  time  been  introduced  in  Congress 
)kiDg  to  the  establishment  of  some  other  tribunal  for  the  settlement 
these  claims,  or  their  reference  to  some  existing  tribunal  for  that 
rpose.  No  law,  however,  has  yet  been  passed  relieving  the  Quarter- 
ister-Oeneral  of  the  onerous  duty  of  investigating  these  claims. 
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The  Acting  Qoartermaster-General,  (General  Rnfns  Ingalls,)  in  letter 
to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  of  January  3,  1876,  transmitting  in-  . 
formation  called  for  in  Honse  resolution  of  December  15, 1875,  remarked 
as  follows: 

In  snbmittiDg  this  report,  I  respectfnily  snggest  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War 
the  propriety  of  asking  Congress  to  relieve  the  Qoartermaster-General  of  the  duties  of 
examining  claims  coming  within  the  operations  of  the  act  of  July  4,  1864,  and  that 
they  be  made  the  subject  of  consideration  of  some  other  tribunal. 

The  Commissary-General  and  the  Acting  Qnartermaster-General  concur  in  the  views 
expressed  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  last  annual  report  od  the 
subject  of  the  adjudication  of  claims  so  far  as  relates  to  their  Departments. 

In  transmitting  the  report  referred  to  to  the  House  of  Representatives, 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  remarked  as  follows : 

The  suggestions  of  the  Actiug  Quartermaster-General  in  the  inclosed  report  are  con- 
curred in,  as  also  the  views  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  last  annaal  report 
on  the  subject  of  the  adjudication  of  claims. 

Ko  legislation  has,  however,  been  had  on  the  subject,  and  the  pros- 
pect is  not  very  flattering  that  the  Quartermaster-General  will  soon  be 
relieved  of  this  trying  and  laborious  duty. 

In  this  view  of  the  matter,  it  is  not  a  little  encouraging  to  note  that 
the  statistics  of  the  past  fiscal  year  show  a  falling  off  in  the  number  and 
amount  of  such  claims  filed  in  this  office  compared  with  previous  years, 
and  the  result  of  the  work  of  the  fiscal  year  just  ended  shows  a  diminu- 
tion in  the  number  of  such  claims  on  hand  not  finally  disposed  of. 

Heretofore,  the  numbers  of  these  claims  received  during  each  fiscal 
year  have  been  in  excess  of  the  numbers  disposed  of  during  same  time, 
but  the  statement  appended  to  the  report  shows  that  the  number  of 
claims  disposed  of  during  the  year  exceeds  the  number  received  by  foar 
hundred  and  fifty-eight. 

MISCELLANEOUS  CLAIMS  AND  ACCOUNTS. 

Twelve  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen  claims  and  accounts  were 
on  file  at  beginning  of  the  fiscal  year,  amounting  to  $7,057,751.09 ;  2,560 
were  received  during  the  year,  amountiug  to  $755,801.54 ;  total,  15,375 
claims  and  accounts,  for  $7,813,552.63. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-two  claims  were  approved,  for  $24,308.84,  be- 
ing a  deduction  in  the  amount  as  presented  of  $5,600.02 ;  583  claims 
were  referred  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  for  action  of  th© 
accounting  officers,  amounting  to  $67,363.30;  232  claims,  amounting  to 
$149,656.55,  were  referred  to  other  Departments  to  which  they  pertained  ; 
227  claims,  amounting  to  $94,283.14,  were  rejected;  1,072  acconnts, 
amounting  to  $120,669.83,  were  approved,  being  a  deduction  in  the  ac- 
counts as  presented  of  $7,760.04;  57  accounts  were  referred  to  other 
Departments,  amounting  to  $4.169.97 ;  58  accounts,  amounting  to 
$18,564.99,  were  rejected;  total  disposed  of,  2,391  claims  and  accountSf 
amounting,  as  presented,  to  $492,376.68. 

Twelve  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-eight  miscellaneous  claims 
and  116  accounts  remain  on  file,  amounting  to  $7,321,175.95. 

The  statement  of  miscellaneous  claims  appended  to  this  report  sho^s 
that  there  were  on  hand  at  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30. 1875, 
12,765  claims,  amounting  to  $7,046,165.01. 

These  .figures  include  claims  for  services  and  miscellaneous  subjects? 
and  small  claims  and  vouchers  for  quartermasters'  stores  that  have 
accumulated  from  time  to  time  during  and  after  the  war  at  varions 
offices  of  quartermasters  throughout  the  country,  and  not  being  called 
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prosecated,  have  been  filed  in  this  office  as  the  proper  place  for 
leposit,  and  for  reference  and  action  when  called  up. 
m  the  miscellaneous  branch  proper  under  my  charge  rests,  in 
on  to  the  labor  involved  in  the  examination  and  disposition  of 
$,  &c.,  pertaining  to  it,  the  disposal  of  all  questions  of  a  miscel- 
18  character  submitted  by  officers  and  others  for  instruction  and 
on,  such  as  the  rights  of  officers,  under  certain  circumstances,  to 
^  to  transportation,  to  quarters  and  fuel,  to  re-imbursement ;  the 
of  enlisted  men  to  extra-duty  pay,  transportation,  quarters  and 
fcc,  and  under  what  circumstances  allowed,  with  many  others, 
^stions  frequently  arise  requiring  the  authoritative  decision  of  the 
Department.  In  such  cases  the  action  taken  thereon  by  the  War 
rtment  becomes  the  guide  of  this  office  and  its  authority  for  ac- 
until  otherwise  ordered,  in  matters  of  a  similar  nature. 

BARRACKS  AI9D  QUARTERS. 

letailed  report  of  the  operations  c|f  this  branch  of  the  office  will  be 
red  by  Col.  Stewart  Van  Vliet,  Assistant  Quartermaster-General, 
d  States  Army,  who  relieved  me  of  the  duties  pertaining  thereto 
months  since. 

i  following  statements  exhibit  the  number  of  transportation  claims 
ccoants,  and  claims  under  the  act  of  July  4,  1864,  and  miscella- 
claims  and  accounts  on  hand  July  1, 1875,  received  and  acted  upon 
g  the  year,  and  remaining  on  hand  June  30, 1876. 

mi  of  accottnia  and  claims  in  the  transportation  division^  Quartermaster- OeneraVs 

^ffi^tff^  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 


Nnm- 
ber. 

Amount. 

Num- 
ber. 

1 

Amount. 

of  accoanU  and  claims  laspended  and  awaiting 
July  1,  1875 7. 

341 

l.-OM 

180 

$744. 884  75 
948, 227  78 
840, 247  99 

1,611 

< 

1,397 

■  received  dnring  the  fiscal  year. 

eeeiTed  during  the  fiscal  year 

irtal  number  on  hand  and  received 

$2, 533, 360  45 

s  refpTred  for  settlement  in  fiscal  vear . . ............ 

989 

136 

5 

180 

87 

604,713  78 

174.621  IS 

828  09 

1. 075, 323  27 

273,136  28 

eferred  for  settlement  in  fiscal  year 

Jid  aeeonnts  transferred  to  other  branches 

tnd  accoants  rejected  in  fiscal  year 

ad  accounts  smtpended  at  close  of  fiscal  year 

Mai  aeeonnts  and  claims  referred,  rejected,  and  sus- 
pended .,m.  ...'...,  ......    .......................... 

2,128,623  54 

sawaltinff  action  July  1,  1876 

206 
8 

404, 359  96 
an  95 

kwaitlsff  action  July  1. 1876 

(4el  number  and  amonnt x 

214 

404,737  fl 

mt  of  miscellaneous  claims  and  accounts  in  the  Quartermaster-GeneraVs  Office  for 

the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876. 


• 

Number. 

Amount. 

Number. 

Amount. 

hand  July  1, 1875,  which  had  previously  been 
upended  or  had  received  no  decisive  action : 
12:765    S7. 046. 155  01 

12,815 
1.307 
1,253 

$7,057,751  09 
586. 750  87 
169, 050  67 

15,375 

ts 50           11.596  08 

*  of  claims  received  during  the  flxcal  year 

r  of  accounts  received  during  the  fiscal  year  .... 

otal  number  on  hand  and  received 

$7, 813, 552  63 
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Statementofmisoellaneous  claims  and accoutttain  the  Quariermoater  GeneraVsoJIioe^o, — Cont'd. 


Decislye  action  taken  daring  the  year : 

Olaimii  approved 

Reduction  on  claimii  approved 

OlaiiDH  referred  to  Third  Aaditor  for  action  of  accounting- 

officeni 

Claimii  referred  to  other  Department! 

GlalniB  retarned  to  attorneys 

Ciaimi  rrjected 

AeconntM  approved 

Reduction  on  acconntg  approved 

Account!  referred  to  other  Department! 

Accounts  rejected  ...' 


Total  upon  which  final  action  has  been  taken. 

Remaining  on  hand  July  1,  1876  : 

CiaimM 

Accounts 


Total  number  and  amount. 


Number. 


162 


563 

230 

2 

237 

1,072 


57 

56 


12,868 
116 


Amount. 


Number. 


124.306  84 
5,600  02 

67.363  30 

149.381  55 

275  00 

94.283  14 

120.669  83 

7,760  04 

4.169  97 

18,564  99 


7,291,694  03 
29,481  92 


2,391 


12,964 


Amounts 


149-2;  376  dB 


7,331,175  95 


Statemeht  of  claivM  under  the  act  of  July  4, 1864,  chapter  240,  in  the  Quartermaster-GeneraPt 

OffioCj  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876. 


Number. 

Amount 

Number. 

Amount. 

On  hand  July  1, 1875,  which  had  previously  been  sna- 
nended  or  had  received  no  decisive  action  ............ 

13,314 
1,098 

9,730,155  82 
1,204,834  38 

14,412 
1,556 

Received  durinff  the  vear  .............................. 

TntAl  nnmhAr  on  hand ............t.............. 

110, 934,990  30 

Decisive  action  taken  during  the  year: 
Approved  ............................................. 

302 

186,229  50 

237,210  51 

1,995,767  89 

ItiMlnrtlAn  nn  nlidnia  •nnrovfid 

Reiacted  .............................................. 

1,254 

Total  on  which  final  action  has  been  taken  ....... 

2,419,907  90 

RiMnAinlnff  nn  hand  Julv  I.  Ifl76  ................. 

12,856 

8,515,782  30 

The  following-described  papers  accompany  this  report : 

A. — Statement  of  the  iDdebtednees  of  railway  companloA  for  railway  material,  &o., 
parchased  of  the  United  States,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876. 

B. — Specifications  for  fonr-horse  United  States  army  wagon  harness. 

C. — Specifications  for  six-horse  United  States  army  wagon  harness. 

D.— Specifications  for  a  two-horse  and  four-horse  or  mine  wagon. 

£.— Specifications  for  foar-mule  ambulance  harness. 

F. — Stoves  and  ranges,  specifications  and  supply-table. 

G. — Report  of  Board  of  officers,  embracing  specifications  for  horses  and  mules. 

H. — Statement  of  troops  and  stores  transported  under  direction  of  the  Quartermas* 
tor's  Department  during  the  fiscal  year. 

I. — Abstract  of  contracts  made  by  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  fot 
wagon  transportation  during  the  fiscal  year. 
'  K. — Table  of  land-grant  railroads. 

L. — ^Abstract  of  contracts  made  by  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department  foT 
water  transportation  during  the  fiscal  year. 

M. — Statement  of  vessels  chartered  and  employed  by  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  during  the  fiscal  year. 

N. — Statement  of  vessels  owned  or  parchased  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department 
during  the  fiscal  year. 

O. — Table  showing  principal  movements  of  troops  during  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30, 
187^,  and  average  length  of  march  or  movement  in  each  case. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENEY  C.  HODGES, 
Deputy  QiMrtermaster-Oeneraly  U.  S.  A. 
Brig.  Gen.  M.  G.  Meigs, 

QtMLrtermaster-Oeneraly  U.  8,  A. 
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B. — Specificalions  of  the  size^  ^c,  offour-horee  United  States  army  wagon  hamesSf  prepared 
by  Board  of  officers  convened  at  Philadelphia^  Pa.^  by  Special  Orders  No.  12,  War  Department^ 
Adjutant-OeneraVs  Office^  1875,  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  March  4, 1875. 

Tico  quilors, — Breech  straps  3  feet  8  inches  long,  3|  inches  wide,  sewed  into  4-iDch 
rings  of  f-inch  iron.  Hip  straps 4  feet  long, 3  inches  wide.  Stay  pieces  "2  feet  2  inches 
long,  3  inches  wide,  witb  l^-inch  buckles.  Cross  straps  to  hackle  into  stsiy  pieces,  6 
feet  long,  1^  inches  wide.'  Side  straps  5  feet  6  inches  long,  1^  inches  wide.  Tie  straps 
15  inches  long,  ^  inch  wide,  tapering  to  a  point  at  both  ends. 

Tico  b^lly  bands, — Long  side  2  feet  4  inches  long,  2  inches  wide,  with  a  2-inch  bockle; 
short  side  1  foot  6  inches  long,  2  inches  wide. 

Two  hair  collarSf  19  to  21^  inches  long,  (measured  inside  the  rim,)  with  one  l^iuch 
buckle,  with  single  strap  and  safe  leather,  and  to  be  high  peaked.  Two  pairs  strong 
hames  to  suit,  made  of  white  oak  root,  ironed,  with  hooks.  Breast  rings  1|  inches 
square.    Staples  and  line  rings. 

Two  pairs  luvne  straps, — Lower  one  5  feet  6  inches  long,  i  inch  wide ;  upper  one  4  feet 
6  inches  long,  ^  inch  wide,  of  alum-tanned  leather. 

Two  choke  straps f  3  feet  4  inches  long,  2  inches  wide ;  2-inch  roller  buckles ;  billet  20 
inches  long. 

Two  bridles. — Crown  piece  2  feet  2  inches  long.  If  inches  wide.  Cheek  pieces  each  10 
inches  long,  1  inch  wide,  (cut  34  inches  long  to  form  billets  for  bits.)  Front  pieces  Vi\ 
inches  long,  1  inch  wide.  Stay  pieces,  from  blinds  to  crown  pieces,  16  inches  long,  l\ 
inches  wide.  No  nose  piece.  Blinds  10  inches  long,  5^  inches  wide  in  the  swell ;  to  be 
half-oval  shaped.  Reins,  long  side  4  feet  2  inches  long,  1  inch  wide  ;  short  piece  2  feet 
long,  1  inch  wide,  with  1-inch  buckles.  Bit  to  be  wrought  iron,  japanned,  bright 
month,  jointed  ;  to  weigh  7  pounds  to  the  dozen. 

One  chin  chain,  10  inches  long,  of  No.  8  iron,  short  twisted  links,  with  S  hook  at  each 
end  and  l^-inch  ring  in  center. 

One  coupling  strap,  6^  feet  long,  1  inch  wide,  with  1-inch  buckle. 

TiBO  pairs  chain  pipes,  2  feet  10  inches  long,  2^  inches  wide. 

Two  pairs  trace  chains,  7  feet  long,  14  links  to  the  foot,  No.  2  iron,  twisted,  booked  T 
on  one  end ;  weight  10  pounds  per  pair. 

One  pair  breast  chains,  28  inches  long,  14  links  to  the  foot,  of  No.  2  iron,  twisted. 

Two  neck  straps,  3  feet  5  inches  long,  2^  incbes  wide,  with  2^inch  buckle. 

Ttco  neck  chains,  4  feet  6  inches  long,  14  links  to  the  foot,  twisted,  No.  4  iron,  T  and 
loop  to  be  riveted  on  to  the  neck  strap ;  swivel  in  the  chain. 

One  saddle,  uiSLde  on  tree  of  the  kind  known  as  **Morgan,''  the  head  and  gullet  in 
one  piece,  (solid  fork ;)  to  be  covered  in  the  usual  manner  with  raw  hide  ;  leatuer  flaps 
running  under  the  tree,  and  extending  6  inches  below  the  girthing  D;  three  girthing* 
straps  (li)  one  and  one-quarter  inches  wide  each — one  running  across  the  tree  in  front 
of  pommel  to  the  D  on  the  opposite  side,  another  around  the  pommel  to  the  D*  on  each 
side,  and  the  other  from  the  same  D'  to  the  extension  of  the  bar  behind  the  cantle,  all 
fastened  to  tbe  tree  with  brass  screws  ;  one  lacing  strap  on  eacb  side  from  the  D',  (U) 
one  and  one-quarter  inch  wide,  (3)  three  feet  long,  tapering  to  a  point ;  one  hair  girth 
(18)  eighteen  inches  long,  (4)  four  inches  wide  at  tbe  middle;  a  (2^)  two  and  one-half 
incii  ring  on  each  end. 

Stirrup  leathers,  (2)  two  inches  wide,  (5)  five  feet  long,  with  (2)  two-inch  buckles. 
Fenders  on  leg-guards,  (17)  seventeen  incbes  long,  (6^)  six  and  one  half  inches  wide  at 
top,  (8^)  eight  and  one-half  inches  wide  at  bottom.  The  fenders  to  be  removable  at 
pleasure. 

Heavy  wooden  stirrups,  (4)  four  inches  wide  on  bottom  ;  (2)  two  rivets. 

LEAD. 

Two  bridles,  two  hair  collars,  two  neck  straps  and  chains,  two  belly  bands,  two  pairs 
chain  pipes,  two  pairs  trace  chains,  all  to  be  tbe  same  as  for  wheel  harness. 

Two  pairs  hames  to  suit,  same  material  as  for  wheel  harness ;  ironed,  with  bookS) 
breast  rings,  and  line  rings,  with  straps,  as  in  wheel  harness. 

Two  cruppers  and  hip  straps, — Back  strap  6  feet  long,  tapering  from  3^  inches  to  2^ 
inches  wide.  Hip  straps,  with  buckles,  eacb  2  feet  8  incbes  long,  l^  inches  wide,  with 
3-inch  rings,  and  a  small  open  ring  or  S  hook  to  attach  it  to  trace  chain. 

lico  back  bands,  3  feet  7  inches  long,  3^  inches  wide. 

One  martingale,  4  feet  long,  1^  inches  wide — to  buckle  into  bit. 

One  coupling  strap,  5  feet  6  inches  long,  f  incb  wide. 

One  check  line,  4  feet  1  inch  long,  1  incb  wide— to  buckle  into  the  bit  at  each  end, 
with  a  ring  sewed  in  the  center  t«  receive  the  lead  line. 

One  jockey  stick,  to  be  of  hickory,  split  with  the  grain,  not  sawed,  4  feet  6  inches  long, 
with  chains ;  a  T  at  end  of  one  chain  and  a  snap  at  end  of  the  other;  chains  to  be  10 
inches  long,  of  No.  8  iron. 


ifioaUans  of  the  me,  ^c,  of  aix-horae  United  States  army  wagon  harness,  prepared 
lard  of  officers  convened  at  Philadelphia,  Pa,.,  by  Special  Orders  No,  12,  War  Depart- 
AdJutant^Generars  Office,  1875,  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  March  4, 

wuskXm 

uUors. — Breech  straps  3  feet  8  inches  long,  3|  inches  wide,  sewed  into  4-inch 
|-inch  iron.  Hip  straps  4  feet  long,  3  inches  wide.  Stay  pieces  2  feet  2  inches 
inches  wide,  with  l^-inch  buckles.  Cross  straps  to  buckle  into  stay  pieces  6 
g,  li  inches  wide.  Side  strap  5  feet  6  inches  long,  1^  inches  wide.  Tie  straps 
S6  long,  i  inch  wide,  tapering  to  a  point  at  both  ends. 

ielly  J^nds, — Long  side,  2  feet  4  inches  long,  2  inches  wide,  with  a  2-inch  buckle ; 
de  1  foot  6  inches  long,  2  inches  wide. 

mr  collars,  19  to  21^  inches  long,  (measured  inside  the  rim,)  with  one  1^-inch 
with  single  strap  and  safe  ]eather,«and  to  be  high  peaked.  Two  pairs  strong 
»  suit,  made  of  white-oak  root,  ironed,  with  hooks.  Breast  rings  1^  inch,  square 
,  and  line  rings. 

Hdrs  hame  afraps.— Lower  one  5  feet  6  inches  long,  ^  inch  wide ;  upper  one  4  feet 
I  long,  ^  inch  wide,  of  alum-tanned  leather. 

Tkoke  straps,  3  feet  4  inches  long,  2  inches  wide;  2-inch  roller-buckles ;  billet  20 
long. 

irises, — Crown  piece  2  feet  2  inches  long,  If  inches  wide.  Cheek  pieces  each  10 
long,  1  inch  wide,  (cut  34  inches  long  to  form  billets  for  bits.)  Front  piece  12^ 
long,  1  inch  wide.  Stay  pieces,  from  blinds  to  crown  pieces,  16  inches  long,  1^ 
wide.  No  nose-piece.  Blinds  10  inches  long,  5^  inches  wide  in  the  swell ;  to  be 
al  shaped.  Reins,  long  side  4  feet  2  inches  long,  1  inch  wide  ;  short  piece  2  feet 
inch  wide,  with  1-tnch  buckles.  Bits  to  be  wrought-iron,  japanned,  bright 
jointed  ;  to  weigh  7  pounds  to  the  dozen.  One  chin  chain  10  inches  long,  of 
x>n,  short  twisted  links,  with  S  hook  at  each  end  and  l^-inch  ring  in  center. 
sapling  strap  6^  feet  long,  1  inch  wide,  with  1-inch  buckle.  Two  pairs  chain 
feet  10  inches  long,  2^  inches  wide. 

pairs  trace  chains,  7  feet  long,  14  links  to  the  foot,  No.  2  iron,  twisted,  with 
T  on  one  end ;  weight,  10  pounds  per  pair. 

Mitr  breast  chains,  28  inches  long,  14  links  to  the  foot,  of  No.  2  iron,  twisted, 
ick  straps,  3  feet  5  inches  long,  2^  inches  wide,  with  2i-inch  buckle. 
neck  chains,  4  feet  6  inches  long,  14  links  to  the  foot,  twisted.  No.  4  iron,  T  and 
be  riveted  on  to  the  neck  strap ;  swivel  in  the  chain. 

taddU,  made  on  tree  of  the  kind  known  as  **  Morgan,"  the  head  and  gullet  in  one 
[solid  fork,)  to  be  covered  in  the  usual  manner  with  raw  hide ;  leather  daps  run- 
inder  the  tree,  and  extending  6  inches  below  the  girthing  D ;  three  girthing 
(1^)  one  and  one  quarter  inches  wide  each — one  running  across  the  tree  in  front 
imel  to  the  D  on  the  opposite  side,  another  around  the  pommel  to  the  D*  on  each 
nd  the  other  from  the  same  D*  to  the  extension  of  the  bar  behind  the  cantle,  all 
5d  to  the  tree  with  brass  screws;  one  lacing  strap  on  each  side  from  the  D",  (li) 
d  one-<^uarter  inph  wide,  (3)  three  feet  long,  tapering  to  a  point ;  one  hair  girth 
l^hteen  inches  long,  (4)  four  inches  wide  at  the  middle ;  a  (2^)  two  and  one-half 
iog  on  each  end. 

Ttp  leathers,  (2)  two  inches  wide,  (5)  five  feet  long,  with  (2)  two  inch  buckles. 
ra  or  leg-goards  (17)  seventeen  inches  long,  (6|)  six  and  one-half  inches  wide  at 
i)  eight  and  one-half  inches  wide  at  bottom.    The  fenders  to  be  removable  at 
re. 
py  wooden  stirrups,  (4)  four  inches  wide  on  bottom ;  (2)  two  rivets. 


QUABTEBMASTEB-GENEBAL.  255 

iod  line,  21  feet  long,  1  inch  wide,  with  a  buckle  on  one  end  and  an  8-inch  loop 
)ther. 

•ad  line  ring,  3  inches  in  diameter,  to  be  attached  by  >  leather  strap  12  inches  'I 

inch  wide,  with  buckle  to  the  back  strap  over  hip  strap  of  the  near  lead  horse —  I  ■ 

1  ]i)ie  to  pass  through  this  3-inch  ring.  * 

hip — black  snake,  5  feet  6  inches  long,  1^  inches  diameter  at  butt, 
'hole,  except  jockey  stick,  to  be  packed  in  a  box  aboat  21  inches  wide,  18  inches 
inches  long,  wood  hoops  or  iron,  as  may  be  required.  n 

hole  to  be  made  of  the  best  materials,  (oak-tanned  leather,)  sewing  to  be  done 
od  waxed  thread ;  and,  in  addition,  the  quilors,  belly  bands,  choke  straps,  back 
rnppers,  and  hip  straps,  chain  pipes,  and  neck  straps  to  have  one  No.  9  copper- 
d  burr  between  each  two  rows  of  stitching.  All  buckles  used  to  be  of  ja- 
malleable,  iM^rel  pattern.  The  whole  to  be  subject  to  inspection  during  the 
of  manu£EM3ture,  and  also  when  finished. 
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LEAD. 

Four  hridleSf  to  be  same  as  for  wheel  barness. 

Four  hair  collarSf  to  be  same  as  for  wheel  harness. 

Four  neck  straps  and  chainSf  to  be  same  as  for  wheel  harness. 

Four  belly  bandSj  to  be  same  as  for  wheel  harness. 

Four  pairs  chain  pipes,  to  be  same  as  for  wheel  harness. 

Four  pairs  trace  chains^  to  be  same  as  for  wheel  harness. 

Four  pairs  homes  to  suit,  same  material  as  for  wheel  harness ;  ironed,  with  hooks, 
breast  rings,  and  line  rings,  with  straps,  as  in  wheel  harness. 

Four  cruppers  and  hip  straps, — Baok-strap  6  feet  long,  tapering  from  3^  inches  to  2j 
inches  wide.  Hip  straps,  with  hackles,  «*ach  2  feet  8  inches  long,  li  inches  wide,  with 
3-inch  rings,  and  a  small  open  ring  or  S  hook  to  attach  it  to  trace  chain. 

Four  back  bands,  3  feet  7  inches  long,  3^  inches  wide. 

One  martingale,  4  feet  long,  1|  inches  wide — to  buckle  into  bit. 

Three  coupling  straps,  5  feet  6  inches  long,  f  inch  wide. 

One  check  line,  4  feet  1  inch  long,  1  inch  wide — to  buckle  into  the  bit  at  each  end, 
with  a  ring  sewed  in  the  center  to  receive  the  lead  line. 

One  jockey  stick,  to  be  of  hickory,  split  with  the  grain,  not  sawed,  4  feet  6  inches  long, 
with  chains ;  a  T  at  end  of  one  chain  and  a  snap  at  the  end  of  the  other ;  chains  to  be 
10  inches  long,  of  No.  8  iron. 

One  lead  line,  30  feet  long,  1  inch  wide,  with  a  buckle  on  one  end  and  an  8-iach  loop 
at  the  other. 

TuH)  lead  line  ringSj  3  inches  in  diameter,  to  be  attached  by  a  leather  strap  12  inches 
long,  1  inch  wide,  with  buckle — one  to  the  line  ring  in  the  near  hame  of  the  near  swiug 
horse,  the  other  to  the  back  strap,  over  hip  strap  of  the  near  lead  horse — the  lead  line 
to  pass  through  these  two  3-inch  rings. 

One  bearing  chain.  4  feet  long,  14  links  to  the  foot,  of  No.  4  iron,  twisted,  with  a  If  inch 
ring  in  middle  of  chain  and  a  hooked  T  on  each  end. 

One  whip — black-snake  pattern,  5  feet  6  inches  long,  1^  inches  diameter  at  the  bntt 

The  whole,  except  jockey  stick,  to  be  packed  in  a  box  21  inches  wide,  23  inches  deep, 
and  36  inches  long,  iron  or  wood  hoops,  as  may  be  required. 

The  whole  to  be  made  of  the  best  matdtial,  oak-tanned  leather,  sewiuff  to  be  done 
with  good  waxed  thread ;  and,  in  addition,  the  quilors,  belly  bands,  choke  straps, 
back  bands,  cruppers  and  hip  straps,  chain  pipes,  and  neck  straps  to  have  one  No.  ^ 
copper  rivet  and  burr  between  each  two  rows  of  stitching. 

All  buckles  used  to  be  of  japanned,  malleable,  barrel  pattern. 

The  whole  to  be  subject  to  inspection  during  process  of  manufacture,  and  alse  when 
finished. 


D. — Specifications  for  two-horse  and  four-horse  or  mule  wagon^  recommended  for  adoption  by 
the  Board  of  officers  convened  at  Philadelphia,  Pa,,  by  virtue  of  paragraph  3,  Speeid 
Orders  No,  264,  ffar  Department,  1875. 

The  body  to  be  straight,  3  feet  G  inches  wide,  1  foot  9  inches  deep,  9  feet  6  inches  long 
at  the  bottom,  and  10  foec  at  the  hop.  siopin>4  equilly  at  each  end,  all  in  the  clear,  or 
inside;  the  sides,  strips,  head  and  tail  boardn,  and  tool-box  of  white  pine,  the  floor  of 
yellow  pine,  and  the  bars  of  white  oak  ;  the  floor  9  feet  lOJ  inches  long,  3  feet  6  inches 
wide,  i  incli  thick ;  the  lower  sides  16  inches  wide,  |  inch  thick,  9  feet  9^  inches  long  at 
bottom,  with  two  strips  or  cleats  i^  inches  wide,  |  inch  thick  on  the  outside  to  keep 
the  body  in  place  between  the  standards,  the  front  one  placed  1  foot  7-^  inches  from  the 
front  end,  and  the  other  2  feet  6  inches  from  the  back  end,  a  strip  4^  inches  wide,  \ 
inch  thick,  on  outside  at  the  bottom,  the  whole  length  of  side  between  the  cleats;  all 
the  strips,  cleats,  and  the  floor  well  nailed  with  clinch  nails;  eight  iron  straps  (four 
on  each  side  of  body)  15  inches  long,  li  inch   wide,  ^  inch  thick,  with  both  edges 
swedged  down  to  a  feather-edge,  with  a  ^-inch  square  shank  and  nut  on  the  bottom  td 
secure  the  bars,  and  fastened  to  the  inside  of  sides  with  three  rivets  in  each  ;  the  first 
strap  placed  7  inches  from  the  front  end  of  side  to  receive  a  bottom  bar  3  feet  U  inches 
long,  '^l  inches  wide,  li  inches  deep ;    the  second  strap  4  feet  2  inches  from  front 
ends  to  receive  a  bar  4  feet  8  inches  long,  3^  inches  wide.  If  inch  deep,  with  an  iron 
brace  on  the  outside  16  inches  long,  of  4~iii(^^  round  iron,  a  i-inch  shank  and  not  on 
bottom,  and  two  bolts  through  brace,  side,  and  strap  at  the  top;  the  third  strap  6  feet 
3i  inches  from  front  end,  to  receive  a  bar  4  feet  1  inch  long,  3^  inches  wide,  U  inch 
deep ;  the  tail  strap  placed  even  with  the  end  of  side  at  the  bottom  to  receive  the  tau 
bar,  4  feet  8  inches  long,  3^  inches  wide,  If  inches  deep,  with  a  brace  on  the  outside  Ij 
inches  long,  off-inch  round  iron,  j-inch  shank  and  nut  on  lower  end,  the  top  flattened 
ont  to  H  inches  wide,  i  inch  thick,  and  bent  out  back  to  form  the  eye  through  tail-gate« 
bolted  through  the  sides  and  straps  with  three  bolts  a  loose  ring  2i  inches  in  diameteft^ 
off-inch  round  iron,  through  a  shank  riveted  to  brace  at  top,  to  receive  the  tail-chain  y 
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ed  box  chsLin,  11  inches  long,  includiDj^  hook,  is  also  attached  to  this  ring ;  tail  gate 
feet  11  inches  long,  1  foot  8  inches  wide  in  middle  and  1  foot  6  inches  wide  at  the 
idB,  I  inch  thick,  to  close  up  against  the  ends  of  sides,  hung  with  three  strap  hinges 
;  inch  wide,  i  inch  thick,  reaching  to  top  of  gate,  fastened  with  six  rivets  in  each 
inge,  and  three  eye-bolts]  through  tail  bar  and  a  j^-inch  round  rod  through  hinges  and 
fe-bolts;  a  plate  2\  inches  wide,  i  inch  thick,  on  the  inside  and  outside  at  each  end 
fgate,  reaching  from  top  to  bottom,  riveted  with  eight  rivets  in  each  ;  a  pin  through 
r«,  (to  hold  up  the  gate,)  attached  to  bolt  at  top  of  brace  by  a  small  chain  ;  a  staple 
f  finch  round  iron,  2  inches  wide,  riveted  in  hinges  near  the  top  to  receive  a  chain  7 
it\  6  inches  long,  links  of -jVinch  iron,  with  a  hook  atone  end  and  a  ring  at  the  other; 
le  tail  bar  and  floor  placed  1  inch  outside  of  the  ends  of  side  boards,  so  that  the  tail 
ftte  will  shut  on  top  of  floor. 

Lower  head  board  13^  inches  high,  |  inch  thick,  held  in  place  by  cleats  on  inside  of 
ide  boards,  with  a  tool-box  fastened  to  front  side.  Tool-box  3  feet  long,  10  inches  deep 
D  front  side,  5|  inches  wide  at  bottom,  and  8^  inches  at  top,  with  a  lid  hung  with  two 
r  bioges,  and  a  joint  hasp  in  the  middle.  Top  front  board  8  inches  high ;  hung  with 
vo  strap  hinges  to  lower  head  board  so  as  to  turn  down  on  the  inside  until  it  rests 
n  the  top  of  board  cleats  on  the  inside  of  the  sides;  a  |-inch  round  rod  across  the  body, 
B  front  of  lower  head  board  and  above  the  lid  of  tool-box,  with  a  handle  on  one  end 
ad  a  nut  on  the  other.  Top  sides  6  inches  wide  ^  inch  thick,  10  feet  2  inches  long  on 
Ike  bottom  edge,  sloping  the  same  as  the  lower  side  boards,  with  four  studs  14  inches 
kg.  2  inches  w^ide,  and  |  inch  thick,  slightly  tapered  toward  each  end,  on  outside 
fM  into  staples  on  the  sides  of  body,  the  first  one  7^  inches  from  front  end  of  top  of 
ade  board,  the  second  3  feet  10  inches  from  same  point,  the  third  6  feet  7  inches,  and 
Dh  fonrtb  9  inches  from  the  tail  gate.  Four  plates,  5|  inches  high,  3  inches  wide, 
\'mh  thick,  on  outside  of  body  at  standards,  turned  under  the  body  one  inch  where  it 
T«t«  OQ  the  bolsters.  Six  bows  of  good  ash  or  oak,  2  inches  wide,  i  inch  thick,  with 
tbee  staples  to  confine  the  ridge-pole  to  its  place ;  two  staples  in  lower  sides  of  body 
ti secure  each  end  of  bow  ;  one  ridge-pole,  11  feet  3  inches  long,  If  inches  wide,  f  inch 
tkick;  four  rings  on  each  side  of  body  to  fasten  the  cords  of  the  cover ;  seat  boards  3 
fet  6  inches  long,  1  foot  wide,  i  inch  thick,  to  rest  on  top  ed^e  of  sides  on  upright 
liMial  springs,  so  arranged  as  to  be  used  with  or  without  the  top  sides  ;  two  lock-chains, 
(Mend  11  inches  long,  the  other  2  feet  6  inches  long,  of  ^inch  round  iron,  attached 
to  side  of  body  by  a  forked  clip,  with  four  bolts  in  each,  and  with  a  hook  on  the  side  of 
kody  to  hang  chain  on;  two  plates  7  inches  long,  1^  inch  wide,  f  inch  thick,  with 
tvo  bolts  in  each,  for  the  front  wheels  to  strike  against  in  turning  the  wagon. 

Brake  :  A  saw,  or  ratchet  and  guard,  13  inches  long,  bolted  on  the  off  or  right  hand 

■de  of  the  body,  near  the  front  end,  with  a  hand-lever  2  feet  8  inches  long,  1^  inch 

vide^  f  inch  thick,  with  an  eye  in  top  end,  fastened  to  body  with  a  plate  and  clasp  and 

tiiree  bolts  ;  connecting  rod  6  feet  long,  of  ^inch  round  iron,  attached  to  hand-lever 

^»fork,  with  bolt  through  both,  8  iuches  from  lower  end  of  lever,  the  back  or  rear 

Md  bent  d«>wu  and  secured  to  back  lever  with  a  key ;  back  lever  2  feet  3  inches  long, 

Hioch  wide,  ^  inch  thick,  with  fork  on  the  inside  end  to  teceive  the  center-bar,  and 

ittoebed  to  hind  bolster  7  inches  from  the  inside  end  with  a  forked  bolt  l^  inch  wide, 

iiach  thick,  with  a  i-inch  shank  through  bolster  and  nut  on  back  side;  and  iron  bar 

^  feet  8  inches  long,  1^  inch  wide,  |  inch  thick,  bolted  to  center  of  lock- bar  with  two 

i>olu,the  end  bent  up  1^  inch  on  front  edge  of  lock-bar,  the  back  end  bolted  to  lever, 

ttd  to  have  a  pin  of  f-inch  iron  1  inch  from  the  end  to  press  against  the  spring ;  spring 

itf  iUse],  1  foot  8  inches  long,  If  inch  wide,  i  inch  thick,  to  throw  the  brake  off  the 

vbeels  when  not  in  use,  fastened  with  two  bolts  through  t)olster  ;  two  bars  3  feet  long, 

HtQch  square,  bolted  to  top  of  hounds  with  two  f-inch  bolts  each,  with  four  plates 

10  ioches  long,  l^  inch  wide,  i  inch  thick,  bolted  to  top  and  bottom  of  bars  at  the 

ods  to  receive  the  brake-bar,  which  is  held  in  place  by  an  iron  pin  at  each  end ;  brak&- 

birof  oak  or  hickory,  5  feet  7  iuches  long,  4  inches  wide,  1^  inch  thick,  with  a  clip 

tt  each  end  5  inches  long,  1^  inch  wide,  |  inch  thick,  bent  around  1^  inch  on  each 

<ide  to  receive  the  rub-blocks,  which  are  to  be  4i  inches  wide,  2f  inches  thick,  7^ 

iBches  long,  the  clips  bolted  to  the  bar  with  two  f -inch  bolts  each. 

The  tongue  to  be  10  feet  6  inches  long,  4  iuches  wide,  2f  inches  deep  at  front  end  of 

^Dds,  1|  inch  wide,  and  2^  inches  deep  at  point  or  front  end,  and  so  arranged  as  to 

1^  Qp  the  front  end  of  it  to  hang  within  2  feet  G  inches  of  the  ground  when  the  wagon 

iksUodiog  at  rest  on  a  level  surface ;  the  tongue-cap  to  be  of  f-inch  round  iron,  welded 

to«de  pieces  2  inches  wide,  f  inch  thick,  and  13  inches  long,  bolted  with  three  f'^-iuch 

^Uco  the  tongue;  a  plate  3^  inches  square  nailed  on  top  where  doubletree  rests;  a 

^»  for  doubletree  10  inches  long,  2  inches  wide,  i  inch  thick,  fastened  to  tongue  by  a 

"^ple ;  doubletree  hammer  or  bolt,  8^  inches  long,  of  f-inch  round  iron  ;  staple  in  top  of 

l^gue  for  feed-box  4  feet  If  inch  from  the  center  of  doubletree  bolt ;  two  rings  6 

'''^  iu  front  of  feed-box  staple  ;  front  hounds  6  feet  long,  2f  inches  deep,  3f  inches 

fideorer  axle,  and  to  retain  that  width  to  the  back  end  of  tongue  ;  jaws  of  hounds  1 

*<^ 6  inches  long  and  2f  inches  square  at  the  front  end,  with  a  plate  of  iron  If  inch 

^  f  inch  thick,  fastened  on  top  of  hounds  over  the  back  end  of  tongue  with  a  f . 

17  W 
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inch  screw-bolt  in  each  end,  and  a  plate  of  iron  of  the  same  size  tnmed  np  at  each  en^ 
2  inches  to  clasp  the  front  hounds  together,  and  fastened  on  the  under  side  and  at  the 
front  end  of  honnds  with  a  f-inch  screw-bolt  thron^h  each  honnd,  and  a  f-inch  key- 
bolt  through  tongue  and  hounds,  in  the  center  of  jaws,  to  secure  the  tongue  in  the 
hounds ;  two  plates  2  inches  square,  fastened  with  four  nails  on  outside  of  jaws  at 
bolt  holes ;  a  plate  1  foot  6  inches  long,  2^  inches  wide,  of  No.  8  iron,  secured  on  the 
inside  of  each  jaw  of  hounds  with  two  ^-inch  countersunk  bolt«,  and  a  plate  of  same 
dimensions  on  each  side  of  tongue  where  the  tongue  and  hounds  rub  together,  secured 
with  two  rivet-s;  a  brace  off-inch  round  iron  to  ext-end  from  under  the  front  axle,  and 
take  two  bolts  in  front  part  of  the  honnds,  the  same  brace  to  extend  rearward  to  the 
back  part  of  honnds  and  to  be  fastened  with  two  bolts,  one  through  slider  and  honnds, 
and  one  through  hounds  4  inches  in  front  of  slider ;  a  brace  or  guard  over  sand  bolster, 
of  i-inch  square  iron,  2  feet  4  inches  long,  with  a  bolt  in  each  end  to  fasten  it  to  the 
hounds;  the  opening  between  the  jaws  of  hounds  to  receive  the  tongue  Af^  inches 
wide  in  front  and  4f^  inches  at  the  back  part  of  jaws. 

The  lower  or  sand  bolster,  4  feet  6  inches  long,  3|  inches  wide,  3  inches  deep,  fast- 
ened with  four  i-inch  screw-bolts  through  bolster,  honnds,  axle-stock,  and  braces. 
Slider  4  feet  1  inch  lon^.  If  inch  wide,  2  inches  deep,  with  a  plate  on  top  4  feet  long, 
1^  inch  wide,  i  inch  thick,  fastened  at  each  end  by  a  scre\v-bolt  through  the  slider, 
honnds,  and  lower  brace,  and  a  rivet  in  the  center:  the  upper  and  lower  bolsters  each 
to  have  a  plate  10  inches  long,  3  inches  wide,  f  incn  thick,  with  the  corners  drawn  oat 
and  turned  over  on  the  sides  of  bolsters,  with  a  nail  in  each  corner  and  four  counter- 
sunk  nails  through  plates.    Axlie-stock  4  feet  ^  inch  long,  3|  inches  wide,  3^  inches 
deep,  fastened  to  axie  with  clips  1^  inch  wide,  i  inch  thick  at  the  ends,  and  a  bolt 
through  axle  and  stock  at  6  inches  each  side  of  center,  and  two  hooks  for  stay  chains. 
Loose  bolster  4  feet  6  inches  long,  3  inches  wide,  4  inches  deep  in  the  middle  and  3 
inches  deep  at  ends,  with  standards  15  inches  high,  2f  inches  wide,  1  inch  thick,  with 
a  tenon  2  inches  wide  into  bolster,  with  a  plate  6  inches  long,  1  inch  wide,  i  inch 
thick,  nailed  to  the  inside  edge ;  a  strap  f  inch  wide,  ^  inch  thick,  on  bolster  under 
shoulder  of  standard,  and  turned  down  2  inches  on  each  side  of  bolster,  with  a  riTet 
through  bolster;  a  plate  2  inches  wide,  ^  inch  thick,  on  bolster  close  to  inside  of  stand- 
ard, turned  down  2  inches  on  each  side  of  bolster,  with  two  nails  in  each  side  and  one 
nail  in  top ;  a  f-inch  bolt  through  bolster  and  standard ;  two  hooks  in  rear  side  of  bolster 
14  inches  each  side  of  center  and  clinched  on  front  side,  to  receive  two  chains  22  inches 
long,  bolted  to  each  side  of  coupling-pole  18  inches  from  king-bolt ;  width  between  stand- 
ards 3  feet  8i  inches,  to  receive  body,  3  feet  8  inches  wide  outside.   Hind  hounds  4  feet  U 
inches  long,  2^  inches  deep,  and  2f  inches  wide  back,  and  2^  inches  wide  front;  jaws 
10  inches  long  and  4  inches  wide  at  the  end  where  they  rest  on  coupling-pole.    Hind 
bolster  4  feet  6  inches  long,  3^  inches  wide,  3  inches  deep,  with  staudarids  and  irons 
the  same  as  on  the  loose  bolster,  fastened  with  four  |-inch  bolto  through  bolster, 
hounds,  axle-stocks,  and  braces  under  axle ;  a  brace  under  hind  hounds  and  axle  of 
f-inch  round  iron,  and  bolted  to  hounds  1  foot  8  inches  forward  of  axle.    Axle-stock  4 
feet  i  inch  long,  3^  inches  wide,  3^  inches  deep,  fastened  to  axle  with  clips  U  ^^^^ 
wide,  i  inch  thick  at  the  ends,  and  with  a  bolt  through  axle  and  stock  6  inches  each 
side  of  canter :  jaws  of  hind  hounds  fastened  together  with  two  bolte  through  jaws, 
and  a  band  or  1^  inch  No.  10  iron  at  the  end  of  jaw ;  a  plate  9  inches  long,  3^  inches 
wide,  of  No.  10  iron  on  top  of  jaw ;  a  loose  oonpling-band  1^  inches  wide,  i  inch  thick, 
around  jaws  and  coupling-pole,  with  a  f-inch  bolt  7^  inches  long  through  band,  honnds, 
and  coupling-pole. 

Coupling-pole  (loose)  8  feet  9  inches  long,  3|  inches  wide,  2f  inches  deep,  with  « 
rivet  through  front  end ;  a  plate  5  inches  long,  2f  inches  wide,  ^  inch  thick,  nailed  od 
top  at  king-bolt  with  six  countersunk  nails ;  a  rub-plate  8  inches  long,  1^  inches  wide, 
^  inch  thick,  fastened  with  two  riveto  on  under  side  over  slider. 

Doubletree  3  feet  10  inches  long,  4  inches  wide,  li  inch  thick,  with  two  clips  for 
singletrees  and  two  for  stay-chains. 

Singletrees  2  feet  8  inches  long,  2f  inches  wide,  1^-  inch  thick,  with  dip  and  ring 
on  each  end,  and  a  clip  in  center  with  an  open  ring  to  attach  to  doubletree ;  a  plate  on 
under  side  of  doubletree  6  inches  long,  3  inches  wide,  f  inch  thick,  and  one  on  top  3 
inches  square. 

Wheels  3  feet  8  inches  and  4  feet  8  inches  high  ;  sixteen  spokes  2  inches  wide  and  3 
inches  thick  at  hub,  and  2  inches  wide  and  li  inch  thick  at  the  felloe ;  eight  felloes 
2  inches  wide,  2f  inches  deep ;  hubs  9  inches  diameter  at  flanges,  3f  inches  diameter  ft^ 
front,  4  inches  diameter  at  back  end,  12  inches  long,  including  a  sand-band  If  inch 
wide,  i  inch  thick,  and  a  band  on  front  3  inches  wide,  i  inch  thick,  with  a  half-oTft^ 
band  on  inside  edge ;  spokes  and  felloes  pressed  together  (by  the  Archibald  press  or 
other  process)  and  secured  with  eight  T§*iQch  screw-bolts  through  flanges  and  spoke^l 
box  10  inches  long,  bored  out  to  a  diameter  of  2  inches  at  back  or  shoulder  end,  and  1^ 
inches  at  front  end,  or  to  taper  i  inch  to  the  foot  in  length ;  tires  2  inches  wide,  i  incl^ 
thick,  fastened  with  eight  screw-bolts,  one  in  each  felloe. 
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and  felloes  of  white  oak,  thoronghly  seasoned ;  hub  of  cast  iron,  with  wrought- 
Is  on  each  end. 

f  the  best  quality  American  refined  hammered  iron,  2  inches  square  at  shonl- 
iring  down  to  If  inch  in  the  middle,  with  a  |-inch  kinjg-bolt  hole  in  front 
lis  10  inches  long  between  shoulder  and  nut,  2  inches  diameter  at  shoulder, 
aper  of  i  inch  to  1  foot  in  length  ;  an  ^inch  groove  the  whole  length  of  arm 
retain  the  oil ;  a  right  and  left  hand  thread  on  ends  of  arms  to  be  U.  S. 
l^inch  V  thread,  seven  threads  to  the  inch,  with  a  If  inch  six-sided  nut  or 
inch  thick,  with  dange-collar  2^  inches  in  diameter.  Axles  to  be  4  feet  1^ 
;  from  outside  of  one  shoulder-washer  to  the  outside  of  the  other,  so  as  to 
»et  from  center  to  center  of  wheels. 

>x :  sides  of  pine,  4  feet  long ;  the  bottom  and  ends  of  oak ;  sides  8  inches 
X  7^  inches  wide  at  bottom,  10^  inches  wide  at  top,  outside  well  ironed,  with 
'  hoop  iron  arouod  the  top,  one  around  each  end,  and  three  between  the  ends, 
og  and  suitable  irons  to  fasten  on  the  tongue  when  feeding.  Stay-chains  to 
rom  axle  to  doubletree. 

work  to  be  neatly  chamfered  and  rounded ;  the  outside  of  body  and  feed-box 
hree  good  coats  of  white  lead,  colored  to  a  dark  leaden  blue ;  the  inside  to 
gooa  coats  of  Venetian  red  paint ;  the  running-gear  and  wheels  to  have  three 
8  of  Venetian  red  and  vermilion  mixed  half  and  half;  all  irons  and  chains  to 
d  black. 

de  of  body  of  wagon  to  be  lettered  U.  S.,  and  numbered ;  all  other  parts  to 
ad  U.  S. 
)y  and  running-gear  to  be  so  put  together  that  they  can  be  taken  apart  ior 

I 

d-wrench,  tar-pot,  and  extra  king-bolt,  two  extra  nuts  for  axles,  a  lead-bar, 
belter,  chains,  and  singletrees  attached,  to  be  furnished  with  each  wagon, 
kslbf  tongue,  stay,  and  feed-box  chains  to  be  of  If-inch  iron,  lock-chains  of 
on,  links  not  over  2^  inches  long. 

ie  from  the  center  of  king-bolt  hole  to  center  of  back  axle,  5  feet  9^  inches: 
center  of  king- bolt  hole  to  the  center  of  bolt  in  jaw  of  hind  hounds,  1  foot  10 
listance  from  the  center  of  hind  axle  to  center  of  bolt  in  iaw  of  hind  hounds, 

inches ;  and  from  the  center  of  king-bolt  to  center  of  slider,  2  feet  2i  inches; 
between  the  inside  of  front  and  hind  standards,  5  feet  8^  inches — to  receive 

which  is  5  feet  8  inches  from  outside  to  outside  of  cleats  of  sides. 
.  of  model  wagon,  1,325  pounds,  complete,  for  four  horses  or  mules. 


fioatiQM  of  the  aUfe,  j'c,  offour-muU  ambulance  hamesSf  prepared  by  Board  ofoffr 
veiled  ai  Philadelphiay  Pa.f  by  paragraph  3,  S.  O.  No,  264,  War  Dq^rtmentf  A,  Q, 
'},  and  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  War  April  19, 1876. 

WHSBL. 

UDLKS. — Crown  pieceSf  2  feet  long.  If  inch  wide,  split  so  as  to  form  straps  to 

uckles  of  cheek  pieces  {  inch  wide,  and  buckles  of  throat-latches  f  inch  wide ; 

top  buckle  to  receive  winker- stay  and  face  piece,  and  with  rein-ring  1^  inch 

;er  of  No.  7  iron. 

etrape,  1  foot  6  inches  long,  f  inch  wide,  f-inch  buckle  on  each  end. 

iecesj  1  foot  4  inches  long,  {  inch  wide,  with  If-inch  "  U.  S. "  rosette  on  outside. 

ieces,  8  inches  long, }  inch  wide,  j-inch  buckle  on  upper  ends,  and  a  ring  of 

I  li  inch  in  diameter  on  lower  ends. 

or  winkers,  5^  inches  square,  tV  ^^^^  thick,  l^inch  **  U.  S.''  ornament  on  each. 

r  winker'8iay8f  1  foot  2  inches  long,  1^  inch  wide,  split  7  inches. 

xeSf  scalloped,  1  foot  Hi  inches  long,  1^  inch  wide,  split  10^  inches. 

pe,  10  inches  long,  f  inch  wide,  with  f-inch  buckles. 

ronght  iron  Japanned,  bright  mouth,  jointed,  loose  rings,  to  weigh  from  7  to 

per  do2sen. 

inSf  4  feet  6  inches  long,  {  inch  wide,  billet  9  inches  long,  with  |-inch  buckle. 

nnSf  1  foot  10  inches  long,  {  inch  wide,  with  {-inch  buclie  on  one  end  and  9- 

it  and  {-inch  buckle  on  tne  other. 

'ape,  8  inches  long,  f  inch  wide,  with  l^-inch  No.  7  iron  ring  sewed  into  one 

r  inch  billet  with  f-inch  buckle  on  the  other  end. 

hr  ooUare,  black  leather,  18  to  19  inches  long,  with  chafes. 

trt  kame8,—Oak  wood,  screw-back,  21  inches  long  from  center  of  loop  to  top 

^>  holes,  i  inch  thick  on  back,  2  inches  wide  at  shoulder,  with  iron  plate  on 

ch  thick ;  breast  rings  of  No.  2  iron  2  inches  in  diameter;  reiurrings  of  No.  7 


260         REPORT  OP  THE  SECRETARY  OP  WAR. 

iron  2  inches  in  diameter,  -with  staples,  iron  loop  on  lower  end  for  straps,  clips 
off-inch  iron. 

.Four  hame  straps,  1  foot  10  inches  long,  ^  inch  wide,  with  j-inch  buckles. 

Tiro  breast  straps,  5  feet  long,  1^  inch  wide,  H-inch  hackles,  with  good  stro 

Two  choke  straps,  2  feet  6  inches  long,  l|  inch  wide,  Ij-inch  buckle  on  one 
billet  1  foot  8  inches  long,  with  l^-inch  buckle  on  the  other. 

Four  traces,  3  feet  2  inches  lon^^,  1|  ^^^^  wide,  i  inch  thick,  three-ply  solid 
one  row  of  stitching  all  around ;  billet  10  inches  long,  f  inch  wide,  with  chape  a 
buckle  sewed  on  trace  16  inches  from  back  end  and  12  inches  from  front  end ; 
be  attached  to  hames  and  trace-chains  with  clips  off-inch  iron. 

Four  trace  dtains,  3  feet  4  inches  long,  twisted,  11  links  to  the  foot.  No.  2  ii 
heavy  hook  T  on  one  end,  swivel  and  three  rings,  the  first  one  on  the  end,  th 
16  inches  from  the  first,  and  the  third  one  8  inches  from  the  second.    Weight 
chains  4^  pounds  per  pair. 

7\oo  back  straps,  3  feet  long,  1|  inch  wide,  with  l^-inch  D-ring  sewed  on  e 
at  lower  end  of  housing  ;  housings  scalloped,  1  foot  6  inches  long,  4^  inches  v 
bound  with  red  enameled  leather ;  top  pieces  of  solid  leather,  9  inches  long,  f  ii 
to  hold  crupper  in  place.    Four  |-inch  brass  ornaments  on  each. 

Four  back  strap  tugs,  7  inches  long,  1|  inch  wide,  three-ply,  to  slide  on  tr 
with  l^inch  buckle  to  receive  back  band. 

Two  BELLY  BANDS. — Loitg  side,  2  feet  3  inches  long,  1^  inch  wide,  l^-incli 
with  chafe  9|  inches  long,  2^  inches  wide. 

Short  side,  1  foot  5  inches  long,  1^  inch  wide. 

Two  breech  bands,  bodies  folded,  3  feet  long,  2^  inches  wide,  with  If-inch  ring 
end ;  layers  3  feet  long,  1^  inch  wide,  stitched  on. 

tt^ Cruppers,  bodies  3  feet  8  inches  long,  2  inches  wide,  with  billets  1  foot  9  incbef 
inch  wide,  l|-inch  buckles,  and  round  docks  to  buckle  on  one  side  with  i^ncl 

Breeching  straps,  1  foot  10  inches  long,  1^  inch  wide,  with  l^-inch  buckled 

Hip  straps,  4  feet  long.  If  inch  wide,  split  18  inches,  with  f-inch  buckles  lo 

One  pair  double  lines,  27  feet  long,  1  inch  wide,  with  checks  5  feet  8  inches  loo 
9  inches  long,  and  1  inch  buckles. 

Two  neck  straps,  3  feet  1  inch  long,  2^  inches  wide,  with  2^inch  buckles. 

Two  neck  chains,  4  feet  6  inches  long,  twisted.  No.  4  iron,  14  links  to  the  foot,  y 
riveted  into  neck  strap  with  4  copper  rivets  and  burs,  T  on  other  end,  two  st; 
and  one  sliding  ring.    Weight,  6  pounds  per  pair. 

LEAD. 

Two  bridles,  ') 

Tioo  collars. 
Two  pairs  hames, 
Four  hame  straps, 
Four  traces, 

T^nhn^^fi^t^^'  >   Same  as  for  wheel  harness,  the  bridles  without  rein-r 


rein-straps. 


Two  back  straps, 
Four  back  strap  tugs, 
Tivo  belly  bands, 
2\co  cruppers, 
T\co  neck  straps, 
Two  neck  strap  chains,  ^ 

Two  carrying  straps,  4  feet  long,  1^  inch  wide,  l^inch  buckles  looped  in,  to  b 
rings  on  trace  chains. 

'Apo  standing  martingales,  4  feet  2  inches  long,  1^  |inoh  wide,  split*  18  inches,  v 
lets  9  inches  long,  and  f-inch  buckles. 

One  pair  double  lines,  50  feet  long,  1  inch  wide,  with  checks  5  feet  8  inches  k 
billots  9  inches  long,  and  1  inch  buckles. 

WHIP. 

Stock,  hickory,  split  with  the  grain,  (not  turned,)  and  neatly  dressed. 

Lash,  9  feet  long,  of  buckskin,  eight-plat. 

All  to  be  made  of  the  best  material  throughout;  leather  to  be  the  best  No. 
tanned  ;  buckles  to  bo  of  malleable  iron,  japanned,  barrel  pattern,  roller  backtei 
to  be  malleable  iron,  japanned ;  sewing  to  be  done  with  good  waxed  threiu 
stitches  to  the  inch. 

Quartermaster-General*s  Office, 

Washington,  i>.  C,  April  29, 1876. 
(1439  Q.  M.  G.  O.  1876,  with  1  of  1876.) 
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P. — Staves  and  ranges  for  Army  iise, — SpecificationSf  supply-tablef  ^c. 

War  Department,  Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  May  25,  1876. 

Under  anthority  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  has  approved  the  recommendatioDS 
of  the  Board  of  officers  appointed  by  paragraph  2,  Special  Orders  No.  68,  War  Depart- 
Best,  Adjutant-Generars  Office,  dated  April  17,  1875,  **  to  meet  at  Omaha,  Nebraska, 
on  the  15th  day- of  May,  1875,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  to  draw  ap  and  sub- 
nit  for  the  consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  War  specifications  for  cooking  and  heat- 
ing stoTes  and  ranges  for  Army  use,  and  to  prepare  a  snpply-table,  giving  the  number 
to  be  supplied  for  use  of  officers  and  of  men  in  public  quarters  and  barracks ; "  and  who 
las  approved  the  recommendatious  made  by  this  office  in  forwarding  the  Board's  re- 
port for  his  consideration,  the  subjoined  ^extract  from  the  report  of  the  Board,  includ- 
ng  the  drawings  of  the  stoves  and  ranges  recommended  for  use,  the  supply-table,  the 
dders  appointing  the  Board,  &c.,  and  the  papers  (or  extracts  thereof)  referred  to  in 
the  report,  embracing  all  that  is  material  and  necessary  to  a  proper  understanding 
hereof;  and  also  the  indorsements  of  this  office,  and  of  the  Adjutant-General  and 
Seeretary  of  War,  showing  the  action  thereon,  are  hereby  published  for  the  informa- 
tion and  gnidance  of  officers  of  the  Army. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-General,  Bvt,  Maj.  Gen%  U.  S,  A, 
(4734  Q.  M.  G.  O.,  1875.) 


I  REPORT. 


Omaha,  Neb.,  November  15, 1875. 

ifter  examining  a  great  variety  of  patterns  Of  heating  and  cooking  stoves  and 
iiDges  which  were  presented  to  the  Board  by  different  manufacturers  and  dealers  from 
TirioDs  localities,  also  heating  and  cooking  stoves  and  ranges  which  are  in  use  in  the 
city  of  Omaha,  and  practically  testing  different  patterns  of  cooking-ranges  at  Omaha 
Birncks— giving  due  attention  to  the  letters,  circulars,  and  price-lists  irom  manufac- 
turers and  dealers,  and  other  sources  received  by  the  Board — ^after  mature  and  careful 
eoDsideration  of  the  subject  submitted  to  them,  in  connection  with  letters  from  the 
War  Department,  (Quartermasfer-General's  Office,)  hereto  attached,  the  Board  respect- 
&II7  recommend  stoves  and  ranges  similar  to  the  following : 

Tlie  heating-stoves  and  cookmg-rauges  are  distinguished  by  the  following  names 
iDd  numbers : 

Army  cast-iron  wood  heater,  No.  1. 

Army  cast-iron  wood  heater,  No.  2. 

Anpy  cast-iron  wood  heater.  No.  3. 

•  *r  #  «  •  •  • 

Weight  of  No.  1,  from  600  to  700  pounds ;  Nos.  2  and  3,  from  900  to  1,000  pounds. 

The  No.  1  is  described  as  follows : 

To  be  made  of  first-class  cast-iron. 

Length  of  stove,  31  inches. 

Width  of  stove,  13  inches. 

Height  of  stove,  21i  inches. 

Thickness  of  side  plates,  ^  inch. 

Thickness  of  bottom,  top,  and  front  plates,  f  inch. 

Height  of  legs,  8  inches. 

Sine  of  door,  9  by  14  inches. 

Size  of  pipe,  5  inches. 

[XoTE  BY  THE  Quartermaster-Gkneral's  Office. — The  size  of  the  pipe  to  be  6 
ioefaeB  instead  of  5  inches.  Recommendation  of  the  Quartermaster-General  in  submit- 
ting report  to  Secretary  of  War.   Approved  by  the  latter.] 

the  sides  of  the  stove  are  formed  by  three  plates  of  equal  dimensions,  and  the  same 
*  the  end  plate ;  the  longest  edges  of  the  side  and  end  plates  have  a  bevel  of  45^^, 
*liicb  renders  any  one  of  them  interchangeable  with  any  other,  and  are  fastened  at  the 
^aod  bottom  by  eight  half-inch  round  iron  rods,  the  top  by  the  knoo  of  the  rods,  and 
»« bottom  by  screws. 

The  door  is  held  by  a  loose  hinge,  the  base  of  which  is  attached  to  the  front  plate 
>T^ew-bolts;  the  hiDge  being  loose,  the  door  can  be  opened  and  shut  without  a  mov- 
>1>1«  latch. 

The  No.  2  is  described  as  follows : 

It  is  the  same  as  the  No.  1,  with  the  following  exceptions  : 

Length  of  stove,  51. 9  inches. 

Width  of  stove,  17. 8  inches. 
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Heiffht  of  stove,  24  inches. 

Thickness  of  iron,  f  inch. 

Thickness  of  front  plate,  1  inch. 

Height  of  legs,  10  inches. 

Size  of  door,  10  by  15  inches. 

Size  of  pipe,  6  inches. 

[Note  by  the  Qua.rtbrmaster-Genera.l's  Office. — The  size  of  the  pipe  to  be  7 
inches  instead  of  6  inches.  Recommendation  of  the  Quartermaster-General  in  submit- 
ting report  to  Secretary  of  War.    Approved  by  the  latter.] 

The  No.  3  is  described  as  follows : 

It  is  the  same  as  the  No.  2,  except  that  this  stove  has  two  doors  and  two  hearths,  and 
all  the  upright  plates  are  interchangeable,  and  the  stove-pipe  hole  is  in  the  middle  of 
the  stove. 

[Note  by  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office.— The  size  of  the  pipe  to  be  8 
inches  instead  of  6  inches.  Recommendation  of  the  Quartermaster-General  in  submit- 
ting report  to  the  Secretary  of  War.   Approved  by  the  latter.] 

For  further  explanations  and  details  see  drawings  of  Army  wood  heater,  Noa.  1, 2^ 
and  3,  marked  "  I,"  "  K,''  and  "  L." 

The  three  wood  heating  stoves  above  named  are  recommended  for  general  use  in  thd 
Army ;  they  are  durable  and  plain  patterns,  and  the  sides  and  end  plates  are  inter- 
changeable. 

Noe.  2  and  3  are  especially  recommended  for  heating  large  rooms.  No.  3,  with  two 
doors,  it  is  believed  possesses  the  advantage  of  burning  fuel  more  evenly,  and  a  trial 
of  it  is  recommended.  It  is  believed  that  each  of  the  foregoing  stoves  should  last  in 
Army  use  indefinitely. 

Army  wrought-iron  wood  heater,  No.  4. 

Army  wrought-iron  wood  heater.  No.  5. 

The  No.  5  is  described  as  follows : 

To  be  made  of  heavy  wrought  iron. 

Length,  4  feet  2  inches. 

Width,  1  footOf  inches. 

Size  of  door,  12f  by  12f  inches. 

The  body  is  made  of  No.  10  wrought  iron,  with  ribs  of  l|-inch  angle-iron  riveted  to 
the  body,  preventing  the  body  from  warping  or  bulging.    The  bottom  is  round  and 
holds  several  inches  of  ashes,  protecting  the  iron  and  the  floor  from  heat.    The  front  of 
the  stove,  where  the  door  hangs,  is  made  of  bar-iron  forged,  3  inches  wide  by  |  inch 
thick.   The  back  end  of  the  stool  has  three  strips  of  wrought-iron  3  inches  wide  by  | 
inch  thick,  riveted  on  the  outside,  so  that  it  is  sufficiently  strengthened  against  being 
struck  by  wood  thrown  into  the  stove.    The  hearth  is  made  of  heavy  wrought-iron, 
and  is  hooked  to  the  stove  by  a  heavy  wrought-iron  catch,  and  it  can  be  unhooked  and 
placed  inside  the  stove  when  shipped. 

The  No.  4  is  described  as  follows : 

Length,  30  inches. 

Width,  12  inches. 

Size  of  door,  9  by  9  inches. 

Other  description  the  same  as  Army  wrought-iron  wood  heater,  No.  5. 

For  further  explanations  and  details  see  drawings  of  Army  wrought-iron  wood 
heater,  Nos.  4  and  5,  marked  ^'  M'^  and  "  N.'' 

The  above  wrought-irou  stoves  are  recommended  to  supply  posts  distant  from  the 
seats  of  manufacture  and  from  the  general  depots  and  posts,  reached  only  by  long  lines 
of  wagon  transportation.  It  is  a  very  strong  pattern  ;  it  being  made  of  wrought-iron, 
it  has  greater  capacity  than  a  stove  of  similar  weight  made  of  cast-iron,  thereby  saving 
the  transportation,  and  is  not  as  likely  to  be  broken  as  a  cast-iron  stove.  It  can  also 
be  repaired  at  a  post  by  a  blacksmith,  should  it  be  required.  It  is  believed  that  each  of 
these  wrought-iron  stoves  should  ordinarily  last  in  Army  use  from  five  to  ten  years. 

Array  cast-iron  coal  heater.  No.  6. 

Army  cast-iron  coal  heater.  No.  7. 

[Note  by  the  Quartermaster-General's  Office. — Weight  about  275  pounds  and 
1,000  pounds  respectively.] 

The  No.  6  is  described  as  follows : 

Height  of  stov- ,  33  inches. 

Diameter  of  stove,  15  inches. 

Diameter  of  stove  bottom, 16^  inches. 

Diameter  of  stove  top,  16|  inches. 

This  stove  consists  of  four  part«,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4.  No.  1  is  |  inch  thick ;  No.  2,  f 
inch;  No. 3,^  inch;  and  No. 4, |  inch.  Diameter  of  the  grate  S  inches,  and  ^  inch 
thick.    Top  and  bott<oin,  |  inch  thick.    The  top  of  the  stove  is  fastened  to  the  bottom 
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of  the  stove  by  three  ^inch  thick  wroaght-iron  rods ;  the  top  of  the  rods  by  the  knob 
of  the  rods,  and  the  bottom  by  screws. 
The  No.  7  is  described  as  follows : 
To  be  iiiaDafactnred  of  f-inch  oast  iron. 
Height  of  stove,  5  feet  7^  inches. 
Diameter  of  stove,  20  inches. 
Height  of  each  cylinder,  13^  inches. 

Size  of  doors,  H  by  10  inches. 

Thickness  of  doors,  i  inch. 

Thickness  of  grate,  i  by  f  inch. 

Thickness  of  bottom  and  top,  f  inch. 

Dismeter  of  stove-pipe,  6  inches. 

Diameter  of  grate,  18^  inches. 

Tbifl  stove  consists  of  fonr  cyliadrical  parts.  The  cylinders  marked  Nos.  1  and  3  and 
Soa.  2  and  4  are  interchangeable.  The  grate  is  in  two  parts,  (halves,)  so  that  it  can 
be  readilv  removed ;  it  rests  on  a  f-inch  ring  or  shonlder  inside  of  the  stove.  The 
ftoTe  is  fastened  by  three  ^-inch  thick  wrought-iron  rods,  holding  the  top  to  the  bot- 
\m;  the  top  is  fastened  by  the  knob  of  the  rods,  and  the  bottom  by  nuts  secured  on 
to  the  end  of  the  rods. 

For  farther  explanations  and  details,  see  drawings  of  Army  cast-iron  coal  heater, 
K08. 6  and  7,  marked  **  O  "  and  "  P." 

The  No.  6  is  recommended  for  general  use,  and  the  No.  7  is  especiaUy  recommended 
ibr  ose  in  barracks  and  other  large  rooms  in  cold  climates.  They  are  both  adapted  for 
the  oae  of  bituminous  as  well  as  anthracite  coal,  and  it  is  believed  that  each  of  these 
stoTee  should  ordinarily  last  in  Army  use  from  five  to  ten  years. 

Army  parlor  heater. 

•  ••  •  •  ft  «  w 

This  stove  is  described  as  follows  : 

To  be  built  of  first-class  cast  iron. 

Height,  2  feet  7^  inches. 

Width  outside,  2  feet  2  inches. 

Width  inside,  18  inches. 

Thickness  of  bottom  and  top,  ^  inch. 

Thickness  of  outside  mantel,  i  inch. 

Thickness  of  outside  fire-mantel,  f  inch,  in  fire-brick. 

The  opening  for  fuel  can  be  covered  by  a  sheet-iron  blower. 

This  stove  is  intended  to  burn  anthracite  and  bituminous  coal,  and  can  also  be  used 
hr  wood.    It  is  recommended  more  especiaUy  for  officers'  use.    It  is  believed  that  such 
I  stove  should  ordinarily  last  in  Army  use  about  five  years.    See  accompanying  draw- 
ing of  the  above  described  stove,  marked  ''  Q."    This  is  considered  by  the  Board  as  one 
UDoog  many  of  the  very  good  patterns  of  open  coal-stoves,  and  do  not  consider  it  nec- 
esnry  to  recommend  any  particular  pattern  as  most  suitable  to  be  adopted. 
Amjy  cooking  range,  No.  1. 

Army  cooking  range,  No.  2. 

«  «  ft  *  •  *  • 

No.  1  with  mantel  and  trimmings. 

ft 
No.  2  without  mantel  and  with  trimmings. 


The  No.  1  range  is  described  as  follows : 

To  be  built  of  first  class  wrought  iron,  No.  10,  with  cast  iron  top. 
Top  cooking  surface,  2  feet  10  inches  by  2  feet  3  inches. 
8ize  of  baking-oven,  1  foot  2^  inches  by  1  foot  5^  inches. 
Size  of  warming-oven,  1  foot  4  inches  by  1  foot  3|  inches. 
Si2e  of  boles,  8  inches. 

St2o  of  galvanized  iron  water-tank,  40  gallons. 

The  back  side  and  bottom  are  double-cased  and  filled  with  hydraulic  cement. 
The  top  consists  of  13  loose  pieces,  and  of  4  pieces  fastened  by  screws  to  the  side  of 
be  r&Dge. 
To  prevent  smoking,  the  top  rests  on  the  water- tank  in  a  layer  of  cement. 
The  covers  of  the  cooking  holes  are  resting  in  i-inch  grooves. 
The  g^rate  consists  of  6  iron  cast  pieces. 

The  sidee  of  the  fire-place  are  protected  by  |-iuch  cast  iron  plates. 
The  -vrater-tank  is  heated  on  the  lower  part  of  the  side  next  to  the  inside  of  the  range. 
The  oven  doors  are  lined,  to  avoid  wasting  heat. 

The  different  sizes  and  measure  of  the  range  doors,  <&c.,  are  shown  by  the  drawing. 
The  No.  2  range  is  described  as  follows : 
Tlie  BAme  as  the  No.  1  range,  with  the  following  exceptions — 
Size  of  top  cooking  surface,  3  feet  7  inches  by  2  feet  9  inches. 
Size  of  baking  oven,  1  foot  4  inches  by  1  foot  10|  inches. 
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Size  of  warming  oven,  1  foot  3  inches  by  11^  inchefi. 
Size  of  cooking  holes,  9  inches. 

The  top  consists  of  9  loose  pieces  and  4  pieces  fastened  by  screws  to  the  sides 
range. 
The  grate  consists  of  5  iron  cast  pieces. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  trimmings  for  these  ranges : 
Tin  trimmings : 

1  wash-boiler. 

1  coffee-boiler. 

1  steamer. 

1  tea-kettle,  (iron  or  tin.) 

3  bake-pans. 

1  pot- cover, 
i^-inch  cast  iron: 

2  pots. 

2  skillets. 

2  i^riddles. 

1  iron-heater. 
Sheet  iron  No.  26 : 

3  Joints  pipe. 
1  elbow. 

For  further  explanations  and  details  see  drawings  of  Army  cooking  range,  '. 
and  2,  marked  "  R  "  and  "  S." 

These  ranges  are  intended  for  either  coal  or  wood,  without  alteration. 

The  No.  2  range  has  ample  capacity  for  cooking  for  any  company  of  troops,  2 
recommended  for  the  use  of  companies  and  large  hospitals,  according  to  the  num 
men  to  be  provided  for.  The  No.  1  is  recommended  for  small  hospitalsi  bandH,  dt 
ments,  officers'  messes,  and  for  officers  with  families,  when  smaller  size  stoves  wi 
saffice.  It  is  believed  that  each  of  these  ranges  should  ordinarily  last  in  Ann 
from  five  to  ten  years. 

The  Board  concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  Quartermaster-General,  hereto  atta 
marked  '^  D/'  relative  to  the  allowance  of  stoves :  that  the  maximum  allowai 
stoves  to  be  purchased  by  the  Quanermast'Cr's  Department  should  not  exceed  fo 
cers  occupying  public  quarters  owned  or  hired  by  the  United  States  for  the  i 
troops,  a  greater  number,  including  heating  and  cooking,  than  their  allowance  of  i 
requires,  say,  for  a  lieutenant  2,  for  a  captain  3,  as  a  limit,  and  not  these  if  the  i 
have  open  fire-places,  except  in  very  severe  climates ;  for  a  company  of  troops  a  co( 
range  sufficient  to  cook  its  food,  two  large  stoves  in  the  dormitory,  one  large  sto 
each  mess-room  and  day-room,  and  one  small  stove  for  each  of  the  two  rooms  for 
commissioned  officers,  and  one  small  stove  for  the  library,  when  there  are  no  open 
places  or  they  are  insufficient  in  very  severe  climates.  These  recommendatious, 
the  maximum  allowance  of  the  number  of  stoves  for  a  company  of  troops,  are  based 
the  arrangement  and  general  plans  of  drawings  of  military  buildings,  recommend 
the  Secretary  of  War  by  the  Board  on  Revision  of  the  Arm  y  Regulations,  publ: 
September  14, 1872.  As,  however,  most  of  the  barracks  at  present  occupied  by  ti 
are  not  built  in  accordance  with  the  drawings  referred  to,  an  absolute  fixed  allowac 
stoves,  based  on  those  plans  of  barracks,  would  not  always  be  applicable.  The  £ 
therefore  recommend  that  a  proportionate  allowance  of  stoves  be  supplied  in  accord 
with  the  foregoing.  It  is  thought  by  the  Board  that  the  recommendations  cont] 
herein  will  meet  all  necessary  requirements  for  heating  stoves  and  cooking  pnr 
for  the  Army.  The  importance  of  a  system  being  adopted  by  which  the  spare  pai 
stoves  and  ranges  can  be  obtained  on  requisition  to  replace  those  rendered  unsei 
able  or  lost  is  too  evident  to  require  comment.  Attention  is  also  called  to  the  fact 
the  sheet-iron  in  general  use  jn  the  Army  for  stove-pipe  is  not  heavy  enough,  as  it 
rusts  and  bums  out.  The  Board  recommend  that,  when  it  is  absolutely  necessary, 
laundress  be  allowed  to  purchase  a  single  stove  from  the  Quartermastei-'s  Depart: 
at  the  invoiced  price,  when  the  same  can  be  spared. 

The  accompanying  supply-table  for  fixing  the  number  of  stoves  for  use  of  ofi 
and  men  in  public  quarters  and  barracks  is  respectfully  submitted.  As  far  as  i 
ticable,  the  Board  has  been  governed  by  the  suggestions  contained  in  letter  from  ^ 
termaster-GeneraPs  Office,  herewith,  marked  **Df"  and  not  recommended  for  ado| 
the  stoves  or  ranges  of  any  particular  manufacturer.  The  heating  stoves,  N( 
2,  and  3,  differ  somewhat  from  any  the  board  has  ever  seen.  Numbers  4  and  5  are 
liar  to  those  advertised  t>o  be  manufactured  by  Messrs.  Van  &  Co.,  of  CincioDati^C 
Numbers  6  and  7  are  similar  to  those  manufactured  by  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  ( 
pany,  the  No.  7  being  somewhat  altered.  The  Army  parlor  heater  is  knowi 
the  Harvard  Strove.  The  ranges,  Nos.  1  and  2,  are  similar  to  those  roanufacti 
by  Messrs.  Miller  &  Co.,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  the  water-tank  having  been  chaDge( 
the  suggestion  of  the  Board.  **##»«» 
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rhere  being  no  farther  basiness  before  it,  the  Board  then  adjourned,  November  15, 
r5,  Hne  die. 

JEFF.  C  DAVIS, 
Colonel  Twenty-third  Infantry ^  U.  8,  A. 
C.  GROVER, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Third  Cavalry ^  U,  S,  A, 

ALEX.  J.  PERRY, 
Lieut,  Col  and  D.  Q.  M,  G.,  U.  S.  A. 
JA8.  S.  BRISBIN, 
Major  Second  Cavalry,  U.  S,  A, 

E.  B.  ATWOOD, 
Captain  and  A.  Q.  M,,  11,8,  A. 


^iply-Uible  of  allotoanoes  of  atoveSf  recommended  hy  the  Board  of  officers  appointed  per 
Special  Orders  No,  68,  War  Department,  Adjutant-GeneraVe  Office,  April  17,  1875, 
{where  quarters  are  not  provided  with  open  grates,  or  fire-places,  or  these  are  insufficient 
ia  verjf  eevere  climates,) 


Yte  QeiWTal.     (Allowed  by  Inw  for  qnarters  and  fnel  $300  per  month.) 

Tte  LiniTenant-Gtoneral  or  m^jor-general 

k  btigftdier-general  or  colonel 

iUnitenant-coIoDel  or  major 

i  cipudn  or  chaplain , 

ifirattnant 

TteOeneral  commanding  the  Army 

TIk  eommaading  officem  of  a  geographical  division  or  department 

As  M^Hant  or  deputy  qnartermaster-general ;  an  asaintant  commissary-general 

c(  iobtiatence  ;    an  assistant  surgeon^general ;  the  assistant  judge-advocate* 

po«r»l ;  the  assistant  and  deputy  payraast«*r-general ;  and  the  chief  quarter- 
■Wer  and  chief  commissary  of  unbsistence  at  the  headquarters  of  a  geo- 
pk{d^eal  division  or  department 

ne  eommaading  officer  of  a  regiment  or  post,  a  paymaster,  quartermaster, 
wbtent  quartermaster,  commissary  of  subsistence,  military  store-keeper,  and 
BsfieU  store-keeper,  each 

4a  ifligtant  adjutant-general ;  an  inspector-general,  or  an  assistant  inspector- 
IRMral ;  an  engineer  officer/  an  ordnance  officer,*  a  judge-advocate,  a  medi- 
al porveyor.  and  the  senior  medical  officer  when  stationed  on  duty  at  any 
>laee not  in  the  field* ... 

u  Ktinf  assistant  quartermaster,  an  acting  assistant  commissary  of  subsist- 
cses,  s  regimental  or  post  adjutant,  when  approved  by  the  Quartermaster- 
Gtseral,  each 

Anpnor  forage'master,  sergeant -mi^or,  ordnance-sergeant,  saddler-sergeant, 
^urtermaster-sergeant,   commissaiy-sergeant,    hospital-steward,  regimental 

JHerinsry  surgeon,  chief  trumpeter,  and  principal  musician,  each 

"Perintendent  national  cemetery 

Far  A  eompany :  Two  large  stoves  in  dormitory,  one  larg^  stove  in  each  the 
Beii-room  and  day-room,  one  small  stove  for  each  of  the  two  rooms  for  non- 
t^annitsioned  officers,  and  one  small  stove  for  the  library,  and  one  cooking 
itote  or  range  sufficient  to  cook  its  food 

**&  Moessaiy  fire  for  the  sick  in  hospital,  each  dispensary  and  hospital  mess- 
f^wa,  to  be  regulated  by  the  commanding  officer  and  surgeon,  not  exceeding.. 

«Abospital-kltchen 

"ot  fetch  guard-house,  fire  to  be  regulated  by  the  commanding  officer,  not  ex- 
(Mding ............................. 

^  aeeessary  fire  for  military  courts  or  boards,  not  exceeding 

'^ch^td,  reading  or  school  room,  upon  requisition  approved  by  the  command- 

^offietr 

"^i^lumse  of  a  commissary,  quartermaster,  and  medical  purveyor,  when  nec- 

<*ar7,  not  exceeding 

^tSlncutal  or  pout  mess 

'*csch  authorized  room  as  qnarters  for  civilian  employes 

^^esehsix  civilian  employ68  to  whom  fuel  is  allowed 

^^acnof  civilian  employes 

^<>rtel«graph-office 

'^cichbiaeksmith,  carpenter,  and  saddler  shop 
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Exeept  at  Military  Academy. 

[aOTE  BT  THE  Quartermaster-General's  Opficr  —The  necessary  heating-stoves  for  the  additional 
J^rooois  authorized  by  General  Orders  No.  90,  War  Department,  Adjutant-Qeneral's  Office,  November 
^  ^875,  will  be  allowed,  not  exceeding  one  heating-stove  for  each  room.] 
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Order  appointing  the  Board, 

[Special  Orden  No.  6&]  / 

War  Departmbnt,  Ai>jutant-Gkkeral's  Office, 

Waekingtan,  ApHl  17,  1875. 

[Extract.] 

•  »«««*  • 

2.  A  Board  of  officers,  to  consist  of  Col.  J.  C.  Davis,  Twenty-third  Infantry  ;  Lieut. 
CoL  C.  Grover,  Third  Cavalry ;  Lieut.  Col.  B.  I.  Dodge,  Twenty-third  Infantry ;  Lieut. 
Col.  A.  J.  Perry,  deputy  quartermaster-general ;  Capt.  C.  H.  Hoyt,  assistant  quar- 
termaster, is  appointed,  to  meet  at  Omaha,  Nebr.,  on  the  ISth  day  of  May,  1875, 
or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  to  draw  up  and  submit,  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  specifications  for  cooking  and  heating  stoves  and  ranges 
for  Army  use,  and  to  prepare  a  supply-table,  giving  the  number  to  be  supplied  for  use 
of  officers  and  men  in  public  quarters  and  barracks. 

The  Board  will  make  their  report  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  who  wiU  lay  before 
the  Board  such  information  as  he  may  have  on  the  subject. 

The  junior  member  of  the  Board  wiU  act  as  recorder. 

*«»«•«  ft 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

A^tUant-General. 
Official : 

L.  H.  Pelouze, 

Assiatant  Adjutant-CreHeral. 


Orders  detailing  certain  offloers  ae  menibers  of  the  Board  in  place  of  others  ikereby  reUeved. 

[Special  Orders  No.  80.] 

War  Department,  Adjutant -General's  Office, 

Washington^  May  3,  1875. 

[Extract.1 

4.  Capt.  James  H.  Lord,  assistant  quartermaster,  is  detailed  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  to  draw  up  and  submit  specifications  for  cooking  and  heating  stoves  and  ranges 
for  Army  use,  &c.,  appointed  by  Special  Orders  No.  68,  April  17,  1875,  from  this  office, 
to  meet  at  Omaha,  Nebr.,  on  the  15th  instant,  vice  Captain  C.  H.  Hoyt,  assistant 
quartermaster,  hereby  relieved. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutan  U  Oeneral. 
Official: 

L.  H.  Pelouze, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Qeneral. 


[Special  Orders  No.  99.| 

War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  May  25,  1875. 

[Extract.  J 

•  4>  *  •  «  «  « 

6.  M%j.  J.  S.  Brisbin,  Second  Cavahy,  is  detailed  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  officers 
to  draw  up  and  submit  specifications  for  cooking  and  heating  stoves  and  ranges  for 
Army  use,  &.c.,  appointed  by  Special  Orders  No.  6S,  April  17, 1875,  from  this  office, 

vice  Lieut.  Col.  B.  I.  Dodge,  Twenty- third  Infantry,  hereby  relieved. 

«  #  »  >»  •  «  * 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant'  GentraL 
Official : 

L.  H.  Pelouze, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
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[Special  Orders  No.  103.J 

Wajr  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  May  26, 1875. 
[Extract] 

7.  Capt.  £.  B.  Atwood,  assistant  quartermaster,  is  detailed  as  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  officers  to  draw  up  and  submit  specifications  for  cooking  and  heating  stoves  and 
nnges  for  Army  use,  &o.,  appointed  by  Special  Orders  No.  68,  April  17, 1875,  from  this 
offloe,  vice  Capt.  James  H.  Lord,  assistant  qnarteimaster,  hereby  relieved. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant'  General. 
Official: 

I  L*.  H.  PSLOUZE, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 


«  D." 


War  Department,  Ai>jutant-General'6  Office, 

Washington,  D,  C,  May  6,  1875. 

CoijONBL  :  Referring  to  paragraph  2,  General  Orders  No.  68,  War  Department,  Ac^u- 
laDt-General's  Office,  dated  April  17, 1875,  convening  the  Board  above  designated,  I  have 
the  honor  to  furnish  herewith  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  this  office  of  April  8  to  the  hon- 
ofable  Secretary  of  War,  asking  for  the  appointment  of  the  Board,  showing  the  reasons 
and  Deceaaity  therefor. 

In  order  that  the  Board  may  be  put  in  possession  of  full  information  of  recent  date, 
this  office  has  prepared  and  published,  in  the  principal  stove-manufacturing  centers  of 
the  oonntry,  *'a  notice  to  stove  dealers  and  manufacturers,"  inviting  them  to  send  to 
the  Board,  care  of  chief  quartermaster,  Omaha,  Neb.,  catalogues,  with  price-lists,  of  their 
Btovee,  both  cast  and  wrought  iron,  suitable  for  the  purposes  stated  in  the  advertine- 
meot,  a  copy  of  which  is  inclosed. 

From  an  examination  of  the  data  that  will  thus  be  furnished,  and  from  the  experience 
and  observation  of  the  officers  constituting  the  Board,  it  is  believed  that  the  Board  will 
be  enabled  to  draw  up  general  specifications  for  style  of  stoves  for  heating  and  cook- 
ing,  well  adapted  to  Army  use,  without  adopting  or  prescribing  the  stoves  of  any  par- 
ticalar  manufacturer,  but  leaving  manufacture  open  to  competition. 

As  the  requisitions  for  stoves  are  believed  in  many  cases  to  be  greatly  in  excess  of 
actual  proper  requirements,  and  the  annual  expenditures  therefor  are  also  largely  in- 
creasiDg,  it  is  important  that  the  number  of  stoves,  both  heating  and  cooking,  to  be 
supplied  to  officers  of  the  different  grades,  and  to  troops  in  public  quarters  and  bar- 
racKs,  should  be  established. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Quartermaster-General  that  the  maximum  allowance  of  stoves 
to  be  purchased  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department  should  not  exceed,  for  officers 
oecapying  public  quarters,  built  or  owned  by  the  United  States,  a  greater  number, 
ioclading  heating  and  cooking,  than  their  allowance  of  rooms  requires,  say  for  a  lieu- 
tenant 2,  for  a  captain  3,  as  the  limit,  and  not  these  if  the  rooms  have  open  fire-places, 
except  in  very  severe  climates ;  for  a  company  of  troops,  a  cooking-stove  sufficient  to  cook 
its  food,  two  large  stoves  in  the  dormitory,  one  large  stove  in  each  the  mess-room  and 
day-room,  and  one  small  stove  for  each  of  the  two  rooms  for  non-commissioned  officers, 
and  one  small  stove  lor  the  library,  when  there  are  no  open  fires,  or  they  are  in^iufficient 
in  very  severe  climates. 

These  suggestions  of  the  Quartermaster-General  as  to  the  maximum  allowance  of  the 
number  of  stoves  for  a  company  of  troops  are  based  on  the  arrangement  and  general 
plans  of  drawings  of  military  buildings  recommended  to  the  Secretary  of  War  by  the 
Board  on  Revision  of  the  Army  Regulations,  published  September  14, 1872,  (copy  here- 
with.) As,  however,  most  of  the  barracks  at  present  occupied  by  troops  are  not  built 
in  accordance  with  the  drawings  referred  to,  an  absolute  fixed  allowance  of  stoves, 
based  on  those  plans  of  barracks,  would  not  be  always  applicable.  The  general  condi- 
tion of  the  barracks  occupied  by  the  troops,  the  manner  in  which  they  are  constructed, 
their  location  as  to  latitude,  t&c,  and  other  matters,  are  questions  that  will  suggest 
tbeniselves  to  the  Board  in  their  deliberations. 

It  is  believed  that  much  loss  is  sustained  by  the  Department  on  account  of  breakage 
of  the  cast-iron  stoves  b^  handling  in  transportation  or  otherwise,  and  in  many  instances 
tbe  breakage,  though  slight,  cannot  be  easily  repaired,  or  the  broken  part  replaced,  and 
the  stove  becomes  unserviceable. 

In  view  of  this,  it  is  thought  probable  that  it  may  be  found  more  economical  to  sup- 
ply posts  with  wrought-irou  stoves  for  use  of  troops  than  with  cast-iron  stoves.  Mr. 
John   Van,  of  Cincinnati,  the  most  extensive  manufacturer  of  wrought-irou  stovea 
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known  to  this  offic«,  and  perhaps  others,  will  no  doubt  respond  to  the  advertisemen 
above  referr«3d  to.    From  catalogues  and  price-lists  all  necessary  information  on  th  _ 
subject  of  wrought-iron  stoves  will  probably  be  obtained  by  the  Board.     It  is,  however*, 
remarked  that  the  prices  of  Mr.  Van's  wrought-iron  stoves  seem  very  high,  compare^ 
with  those  of  cast-iron  stoves,  especially  as  to  cooking-stoves  for  officers.    A  catalogae 
and  price-list  of  his  wrought-iron  stoves  was  senlto  Chief  Quartermaster  Department 
of  the  Platte,  April  5, 1875. 

It  is  believed  that  it  would  be  advantageous  and  less  expensive  to  the  Department 
if  it  could  procure  the  stoves  needed  for  Army  use  by  contract,  after  advertisement,  a0 
in  the  case  of  other  Army  supplies.  The  patterns  in  common  use  are  all  registered  »t 
the  Patent-Office,  which  makes  a  difficulty  in  thus  procuring  stoves  if  any  pattern  of 
any  one  maker  is  adopted,  and  unless  the  patterns  to  be  recommended  by  the  Board  are 
entirely  new,  it  is  not  seen  how  that  difficulty  can  be  overcome.  The  question  is,  hoW' 
ever,  suggested  for  the  consideration  of  the  Board. 

It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  the  Board  embody  in  its  report,  if  practicable,  ao 
opinion  as  to  the  length  of  time  which  the  stoves  recommended  by  it  to  be  adopted 
snonld  ordinarily  last  in  Army  use,  and  the  maximum  cost  of  every  kind  and  size. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  expense  of  providing  the  Army  with  stoves  is 
very  great,  and  that  the  appropriations  made  by  Congress  for  its  support  are  not  as 
large  as  asked  for,  or  as  it«  wants  and  comfort  in  some  particulars  require.  Therefore, 
while  the  stoves  to  be  recommended  by  the  Board  should  be  of  size  and  character  to 
answer  requirements,  they  also  should  be  of  as  plain  and  inexpensive  construction  and 
style  as  possible,  having  in  view  durability. 

It  is  cheaper  in  the  end  to  buy  a  stove  which  will  wear  five  years  than  to  purchase 
three,  four,  or  five  stoves  during  the  same  period,  where  the  first  cost  may  be  50  per 
cent,  cheaper.  And  yet,  to  buy  the  stoves  called  for  every  year  of  the  most  durable 
kind,  whicn  is  undoubtedly  wrought  iron,  may  be  too  heavy  a  tax  on  the  limited  appro- 
priation for  the  year. 

The  life  of  a  cast-iron  stove,  with  good  usage  in  a  family,  is  from  five  to  ten  years ; 
but,  as  before  remarked,  in  the  transportation  of  such  stoves  to  distant  posts  they  are 
often  broken,  or  parts  are  broken  or  worn  out  while  in  use  at  the  post,  and  there  being 
no  opportunity  for  a  prompt  replacement  or  repair  of  the  broken  parts,  the  stoves  may 
be  necessarily  used  as  best  they  can  be,  though  such  use  may,  considering  their  condi- 
tion, be  really  an  abuse. 

When  stoves  for  officers  are  required  at  eastern  posts,  and  others  near  markets,  it  is 
thought  that  the  use  of  cast-iron  stoves  can,  perhaps,  advantageously  be  continued; 
but  as  the  cost  of  transporting  to  distant  posts  is  an  important  item,  and  is  no  more  for 
a  wrought-iron  than  for  a  cast-iron  stove,  it  is  considered  more  economical  to  buy  and 
send  to  such  posts  wrought-^iron  stoves  for  use  of  both  officers  and  men. 

It  is,  therefore,  suggested  that  the  line  dividing  the  supply  of  wrought  and  cast-iron 
stoves  may  be  drawn  as  indicated,  viz:  to  supply  posts  distant  from  the  seats  of  manu- 
facture and  from  the  general  depots  with  wrougnt-iron  stoves,  and  the  others  with 
cast-iron,  for  officers  at  least. 

The  large  number  of  catalogues  and  printed  lists  of  st-oves  received  here  in  response 
to  advertisement  of  this  office  of  20th  September,  1872.  have  been  shipped  by  express  to 
Lieut.  Col.  Alex.  J.  Perry,  Chief  Quartermaster  Department  of  the  Platte,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  Board. 

The  following  named  papers  on  the  subject  of  stoves  for  Army  use  are  inclosed  here- 
with for  the  informatioi\of  the  Board: 

Letter  dated  January  26, 1857,  by  Quartermaster-General  to  honorable  Secretary  of 
War,  recommending  that  appropriations  for  stoves  for  quarters  for  officers  and  soldiers 
be  asked  for,  statiug  number  to  be  allowed  to  officers  and  troops. 

Letter  by  Quartermaster-General,  August  H,  1874,  to  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  on 
subject  of  stoves  for  Army  use,  and  for  officers  in  rented  quarters, 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Qiiartermaster-Generalf  BvL  Maj.  Oenl,,  U,  S,  A. 
Col.  J.  C.  Davis, 

President  of  Board  on  Stoves  and  Ranges  for  Army  use,  Omaha,  Nebr. 


War  Department,  Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

fVashingtony  D,  C,  September  14,  1872. 

The  accompanying  drawings  of  military  buildings  were  recommended  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  by  the  Board  on  revision  of  the  Army  Regulations. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Qnartermaster-Generalf  Bvt  Maj,  GenU,  U.  S,  A. 
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War  Department,  Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  D,  C,  A^l  8, 1875. 

Sis:  The  cost  of  providing  stoves  for  the  Army  is  now  large  and  seems  to  be  in- 
entsing  from  year  to  year. 

There  is  no  aniformity  in  their  size  or  pattern,  and  no  regulation  as  to  the  number 
(obesapplied,  and  consequently  officers  often  ask  for  numbers  greatly  in  excess  of  act- 
Dil  proper  requirements,  and  ask  various  patterns,  conforming  to  their  respective 
fuicies. 

For  the  reasons  stated,  it  is  deemed  advisable  that  some  general  patterns  of  cooking 
and  beating  stoves  and  ranges  should  be  auiopted  and  that  regulations  should  pre- 
Knbe  the  number  to  be  supplied  to  officers  and  troops.    It  would  not  be  well  to  adopt 
tbe  stoves  of  any  particular  manufacturer  to  the  exclusion  of  others,  for  this  would  be 
to  prevent  competition  and  to  give  just  reason  for  complaint ;  but  general  specifica- 
doosof  ttize  and  construction  of  plain,  substantial,  and  convenient  heating  and  cook- 
iog  stoves,  adapted  to  bituminous  and  anthracite  coal  and  wood,  should  be  drawn  up 
ifld  pablished.    Under  these  all  who  desire  may  compete  for  the  supply  by  whatever 
oiffle  the  stove  ofiered  may  be  distinguished. 
To  carry  these  suggestions  into  effect,  I  recommend  that  a  Board  of  officers,  to  con- 
sist of  two  officers  from  the  Quartermaster's  Department  and  three  officers  of  the  line, 
vbo  bavehad  experiencein  command  of  posts  and  of  companiesin  the  West,  be  appointed, 
to  meet  at  Omaha,  Nebraska,  on  the  15th  of  May  next,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practi- 
eible,  to  draw  np  and  submit,  for  consideration  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  specifications 
for  cooking  and  heating  stoves  and  ranges  for  Army  use,  and  to  prepare  a  supply- 
table,  giving  the  number  to  be  supplied  for  use  of  officers  and  of  men  in  public  quarters 
aod  barracks,  the  report  of  the  Board  to  be  made  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  who 
will  lay  before  the  board  such  information  as  he  may  have  on  the  subject. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
To  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  War. 


M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-General,  U,  S.  A, 


War  Department,  Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  D,  C,  January  26,  1857. 

SiH  :  The  officers'  quarters  at  the  post  near  Carlisle  were  consumed  by  fire  on  the 
2M  inst.  An  appropriation  will  be  necessary  to  rebuild  them.  I  respectfully  request 
that  application  be  made  to  Congress  to  include  an  item  of  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars for  that  object,  either  in  the  deficiency  bill  or  in  the  military  appropriation  bill  for 
the  next  fiscal  year.  Also,  an  item  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  to  provide  stoves  for 
the  qaar^rs  of  officers  and  soldiers,  not  exceeding  two  to  each  officer  above  the  rank 
of  captain,  and  one  to  each  captain  and  subaltern,  and  four  to  each  company  of  soldiers 
above  4(P  of  north  latitude,  and  two  to  each  company  below  that  latitude.    *    •    • 

There  has  never  been  an  appropriation  for  either  stoves  or  *  *  *  ,  though  the 
fonner  are  really  necessary  in  the  winter-season  in  all  the  northern  and  northwestern 
portioDS  of  our  country,  and  are  often  necessary  in  the  western  and  southern  portions 
of  it.*  *  •  *  •  • 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

TH.  S.  JESUP, 
Quartermaster-  General, 
Hon.  Jeff'n  Davis, 

Secretary  of  War, 

Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

August  7,  1874. 
Mens,  on  stoves  for  officers. 

The  Qnartermaster-General  has  uniformly  declined  to  approve  requisitions  for  stoves 
ioT  officers  whose  quarters  are  rented  in  cities.  Supplying  stoves  was  originally  au- 
thorized on  the  ground  that  their  use  economized  fuel,  spared  labor  to  the  tr*K>ps,  who 
then  cut  and  hauled  their  own  fuel  generally,  and  on  the  whole  saved  money  to  the 
United  States. 

The  issue  of  cooking  and  heating  stoves  to  officers  occupying  quarters  in  military 
po^ts  or  garrisons  has  continued.  Any  fuel  saved  by  their  use  remains  the  property  of 
the  United  States  and  is  available  again.  Officers  serving  with  troops  in  these  posts 
and  f^&rrisons  have  generally  little  more  than  the  regulation  allowance  of  rooms,  and 
the  supplying  stoves  is  believed  to  be  within  the  intent  and  scope  of  the  appropria- 
tion. 
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Those  who  in  cities,  as  San  Francisco,  New  York,  Washington,  &o.,  occupy  qaartera 
rented  for  them  by  the  Qnartermaster's  Department,  do  not  generally  live  together  in 
messes,  occupying  in  fact  only  the  regulation  allowance  of  space,  but  they  occupy  sep- 
arate houses,  in  each  of  which  the  quartermaster  pavs  the  rent  of  the  number  of  rooms, 
the  quantity  of  space  allowed  by  regulations  to  each  grade. 

These  rooms  are  generally  rented  in  houses  which  contain  much  more  than  the  reg- 
ulation allowance  :l)ut  in  general  the  full  amount  of  rent  allowed,  viz :  $18,  the  cost 
per  month  per  authorized  room,  is  paid  by  the  United  States,  and  the  officer  himself 
pi^s  any  balance  remaining  necessary  to  secure  him  the  use  of  a  whole  separate  house. 

The  regulation  allowance  of  fuel  is  issued  in  kind.  This  is  based  upon  the  quantity 
necessary  in  a  medium  climate  t>o  furnish  an  open  fire-place  in  each  room  of  the  officers 
allowance  of  quarters — 1  cord  of  oak  per  month  per  room. 

If  stoves  are  furnished  the  quantity  of  fuel  needed  will  be  less.  Stoves  effect  a  great 
economy  of  fuel.  But  the  saving  in  fuel  will  not  go  to  the  United  States.  It  will  gen- 
erally be  expended  in  heating  for  use  of  the  family  other  rooms  in  addition  to  the 
allowances,  and  the  United  States  will  be  at  the  expense  of  the  whole  of  the  fuel 
allowance  and  of  the  stoves  in  addition. 

The  issue  of  stoves,  which  include,  as  asked  in  this  case,  cooking  stoves  with  water- 
back,  (and  generally  with  furniture,)  to  officers  occupying  rented  quarters  in  cities 
will  very  considerably  increase  the  cost  of  the  military  service.  They  are  expensive ; 
officers  object  to  receiving  old  stoves ;  officers  are  constantly  changing,  and  the  stoves 
once  used  will  be  condemned  and  sold  at  auction,  to  the  manifest  loss  of  the  United 
States. 

At  the  frontier  posts  and  garrisons  the  circumstances  are  different.  There  the  stoves 
OP  stove  can  be  issued  so  long  as  they  are  really  serviceable,  and  they  are  repaired 
from  time  to  time  by  the  quartermaster,  new  plates  being  supplied  as  needed  to  replace 
those  burned  out.  These  savings  in  fuel,  as  noted  above,  go  to  the  United  States,  and 
the  expense  is  on  the  whole  presumably  no  greater,  or  even  less,  than  would  be  incurred 
in  burning  the  fuel  without  stoves. 

The  present  appropriation  for  regular  supplies  was  based  upon  the  present  practice, 
and,  if  the  issue  of  stoves  in  the  case  presented  *"  *  *  is  allowed,  there  is  reason 
to  apprehend  that  the  appropriation  will  prove  insufficient. 

The  above  history  of  tne  origin  of  the  issue  of  stoves  is  sufficient  to  show  the  reasons 
for  the  present  practice. 

It  would  not  be  judicious  to  extend  the  issue  as  recommended  by  *  *  *  »  and  it 
might  involve  a  deficiency,  as  it  certainly  would  involve  an  increase  of  military  ex- 
penses and  appropriations. 

The  law  of  1870  (chapter  294,  section  24)  provides  that  the  pay  then  eetablished 
shall  be  in  full  of  all  commutation  of  quarters,  fuel,  and  forage,  &c.,  and  all  allow- 
ances of  every  name  and  nature  whatever,  except  fuel,  quarters,  and  forage  in  kind, 
which  may  be  furnished  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department,  as  then  allowed  by  law 
and  regulations. 

It  is  at  least  doubtful  whether,  under  this  law,  the  issue  of  stoves  to  officer^  who  are 
provided  with  quarters  would  be  legal.  It  will  be  answered  by  those  who  take  the 
other  view  of  right  and  expediency  on  the  question  that  the  stoves  remain  the  prop- 
erty of  the  Unit^  States.  This  is  practically  correct,  while  they  are  within  the  limits 
of  military  posts  and  under  control  of  the  post-quartermasters,  and  the  supply  there  is 
based  upon  their  being  fixtures — parts  of  the  public  quarters. 

In  renting  quarters  in  cities  detached,  and  necessarily  less  subject  to  supervision 
and  control  of  the  quartermaster,  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  should  be  held  that  the  rent 
includes  the  rent  of  rooms  provided  with  means  for  warming  them  suited  to  the  climate. 
I  do  not  think  the  United  States  is  under  obli^tions  to  rarnish  an  officer  with  cook- 
ing utensils  for  his  family ;  and  I  believe  that  m  renting  rooms  the  means  of  warmings 
eiuier  by  fire-place  or  stoves,  can  generally  be  obtained  with  the  allowance. 

There  may  be  exceptions,  but  it  is  impossible  to  make  a  separate  regulation  for 
every  exceptional  case ;  and  every  exceptional  allowance  becomes  a  precedent  upon 
which  is  based  a  requisition  in  some  other  and  dissimilar  case. 

I  do  not,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  issue  of  stoves  to  officers  for  whom  quarters 
are  rented  be  allowed. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
QiMfiernuuter-General,  Bvt,  Maj.  Gen,,  U,  S.  A. 

[Indorsement  on  the  foregoing  letter.] 

The  views  of  the  Quartermaster-Oeneral  are  approved.  In  my  judgment  the  issue 
would  not  only  be  inexpedient,  but  illegal. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  qf  War, 
August  14, 1874. 
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[Copy  of  adTertiseineBt  of  QnarlermMter-GeDerars  Office,  invltiiiff  stove  mftnafActorert  and  dealers 

to  send  to  the  Board  catalogaes,  price-lista,  &o. 

Notice  to  stave  numufacturers  and  dealers, 

Quartermaster-Gensral's  Office, 

Waahingtonf  D,  C,  April  — ,  1875. 

A  fioard  of  Army  officers  will  convene  at  Omaha,  Nebraska,  on  May  15th,  proximo, 
and  remain  in  season  a  reasonable  length  of  time,  to  consider  and  recommend  a  general 
pattern  of  stoves  for  Army  use,  to  incTade  heating  and  cooking  stoves  to  bum  anthra- 
dte  coal,  bitaminons  coal,  and  wood,  respectively. 

Stove  mannfiEtcturers  and  dealers  are  invited  to  send  to  the  Board,  care  of  Chief  Qnar- 
tmnaster,  Omaha,  Nebraska,  catalogues,  with  price-lists,  of  their  stoves,  both  cast  and 
wTonght,  suitable  for  purposes  stated,  and  also  to  communicate  any  suggestions  they 
Biy  have  to  offer  for  the  construction  of  stoves  adapted  especially  to  meet  the  wants 
of  the  Army. 

fiooms  of  officers'  quarters  to  be  heated  are  usually  about  15  feet  square.  Co<ikiog- 
stoves  required  for  officers'  use  are  such  as  a  family  needs. 

Buracks  for  men  contain  rooms  of  different  sizes,  generally  large,  and  require  stoves 
«f  large  size  to  heat  them. 

Cooking  stoves  for  companies  or  detachments  should  have  capacity  to  cook  for  80 
men. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster-Generalf  Bvt,  Maj.  Gen,,  U,  8,  A, 


Indorsements  upon  report  of  the  Board  showing  action  thereon, 

[First  indorsement.] 

War  Department,  Quartermaster-General's  Office, 

Washington,  Apnl  lU,  1876. 

Bespectfully  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  recommending  that 
the  recommendations  of  the  Board  be  approved,  subjectr  to  modifications  as  to  size  of 
pipe  for  wood-heaters  Nos.  1,  2,  and  3 ;  the  size  of  the  pipe  to  be  6  inches,  7  inches,  and  8 
mcheSy  respectively,  for  these  stoves,  instead  of  the  sizes  recommended  for  them  by 
the  board.  It  is  also  recommended  that  the  proceeding  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
offioerB,  and  that  a  supply  of  the  stoves  be  procured  for  issue  to  the  Army. 

M.  C.  MEIGS, 
Quartermaster- General f  Bvt,  Maj,  Gen,,  U,  S,  A, 

[9d  indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General^s  Office, 

WoMhington,  Apnl  20, 1876. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

AdjtUant'GenercX, 

[3d  indorsement.] 

Bfeoommendations  of  the  Quartermaster-Gtoneral  and  the  Board  are  approved. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

H.  T.  CROSBY, 

Chirf  Clerk. 
Afrii.25,  1876. 

[4th  indorsement.] 

Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washingtm,  April  28, 1876. 

Respectfully  returned  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  inviting  attention  to  the  action 
oi  the  Secretary  of  War,  indorsed  hereon. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

AdjutanUGeneraiL 
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rC^eneral  Orders  No.  17.] 

Wak  Department,  Adjutant-Gkneral's  Office, 

WashifigUm,  March  1,  1876. 

The  subjoined  report  of  the  Board  of  ofiBcers  appointed  by  paragraph  3,  Special  Orders 
No.  264,  December  27,  1875,  from  thin  office,  embraciu^  specifications  a<i  t-o  size,  age, 
&c.,  to  govern  in  the  purchase  of  mnles  and  horses  for  Army  use.  has  been  approved 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  is  published  for  the  information  and  guidance  of  all  con- 
cerned, together  with  the  *' specifications  for  work-horses''  appended  thereto. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant-  GeHoral. 

G. — Report  of  Board  of  officers  a»  to  advisability  of  making  any  ekange  or  modifioaiUm  m 

present  specifications  for  horses  and  mules, 

Philadelphia,  Pa.,  February  10, 1876. 

The  Board  convened  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  by  virtue  of  paragraph  3,  Special  Orders 
No.  264,  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office,  dated  December  27, 1875,  having 
investigated  the  question  '^  as  to  the  advisability  of  any  change  or  modifications  in  the 
existing  regulations  as  to  size,  age,  &c.,  of  mules  and  horses  purchased  for  Army  use,'' 
and  having  read  ail  the  papers  submitted  in  relation  thereto,  and  having  fully  discussed 
and  considered  the  subject,  begs  to  submit  the  following 

REPORT. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  slight  changes  and  modifications  in  the  existing  reg- 
ulations as  to  size,  age,  &c.,  of  mnles  and  horses  for  Army  use  are  akdviaable,  and  recom- 
mends that  the  following  specifications  be  adopted  and  govern  in  the  purchase  of  horses 
and  mules : 

Cavalry  horses, — To  be  geldings,  of  hardy  colors,  sound  in  aU  particulars,  in  good  con- 
dition, well  broken  to  the  saddle,  from  (15)  fifteen  to  (16)  sixteen  hands  high,  not  less 
than  (5)  five  nor  more  than  (9)  nine  years  old,  and  suitable  in  every  respect  for  cavalry 
service. 

Whenever  it  becomes  necessary  to  purchase  the  half-breed  horses  of  Califomia  or 
Southern  Texas,  the  standard  of  height  may  be  reduced  to  not  less  than  (14^)  fourteen 
and  a  half  hands. 

Artillery  horses, — To  be  geldings,  of  hardy  colors,  sound  in  all  particulars,  in  good  con- 
dition, square  trotters,  well  broken  to  harness,  from  (15)  fifteen  to  (16)  sixteen  hands 
high,  not  less  than  (5)  five  nor  more  than  (9)  nine  years  old,  and  suitable  in  every 
respect  for  artillery  service. 

Mules, — To  be  strong,  stout,  compact  animals,  sound  in  all  particulars,  in  good  condi- 
tion, well  broken  to  harness,  not  under  (14)  fourteen  hands  high,  not  less  than  (4)  four 
nor  more  than  (9)  nine  years  old,  and  suitable  in  every  respect  for  the  transportation 
service  of  the  Army. 

For  pack  purposes  the  standard  of  height  may  be  reduced  to  (13^)  thirteen  and  a  half 
hands,  if  the  animal  be  in  other  respects  suitable.  The  pack-mule  need  not  neces- 
sarily be  broken  to  harness. 

D.  H.  RUCKER, 
Asst,  Q,  M.  Gen,,  Bvt,  Maj,  Gen,,  U,  S,  A,,  PresidenL 

H.  M.  BLACK, 
Lieut,  Col.  Eighteenth  Infantry^  Bvt,  CoL,  U.  8,  A. 

W.  B.  ROYALL, 
Lieut  Col,  Third  Cavalry^  Bvt,  Col,  U,  S,  A, 

A.  C.  WILDRICK, 
Capt,  Third  Artillery,  Bvt,  Lieut.  Col,,  D,  S.  A. 

J.  G.  C.  LK£, 
Capt,  and  Asst,  Q,  M,,  Bvt,  Lieut,  Col,,  U,  S,  A.,  Recorder, 

Specifications  for  work-horses. 

When  work-horses  are  to  be  purchased  they  should  be  sound  in  all  particulars,  (15^) 
fifteen  and  one-half  hands  high  and  upwards,  strong  built,  well  broken  to  work  in 
harness,  not  less  than  (4)  four  nor  more  than  (9)  nine  years  old. 
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K. — Table  of  land-granl  railroads. 

War  Department,  Quarterma8ter-Genkral*s  Office, 

WashitufioHt  />.  C,  Map  6,  1876. 

The  followinp:  table  of  land-grant  railroads  in  the  United  States,  compiled  from  the 
Statutes  of  the  Unit«d  States,  records  of  the  General  Land-Office,  and  other  official 
sources,  w  ith  extracts  from  the  act  approved  March  3,  lb75,  is  published  for  the  io/or- 
niatioD  of  officers  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department. 

M.  C.  MEIGS. 
QiMrtermast^r-General,  BoL  Major-General,  U,  S.  Army. 

LAW  governing  SETTLEMENTS  WITH  LAND-GRANT  RAILROADS. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives  of  the  United  States  of  Jmerica 
in  Congress  assembled f  That  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  appropri- 
ated, out  of  any  mone^'  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  support  of 
the  Army  for  the  year  ending  June  thirtieth,  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-six,  as  fol- 
lows : 

#  •  •  *  •  •  • 

Providedj  That  no  money  shall  hereafter  be  paid  to  any  railroad  company  for  the 
transportation  of  any  property  or  troops  of  the  United  Sates  over  any  railroad  which,  ' 
in  whole  or  in  part,  was  constructed  by  the  aid  of  a  grant  of  public  land  on  the  coo-  [ 
dition  that  sucn  railroad  should  be  a  public  highway  for  the  use  of  the  Govemmentof  { 
the  United  States  free  from  toll  or  other  charge,  or  upon  any  other  conditions  for 
the  use  of  such  road  for  such  transportation ;  nor  shall  any  allowance  be  made  for  the 
transportation  of  officers  of  the  Army  over  any  such  road  when  on  duty  and  uuder  or- 
ders HS  military  officers  of  the  United  States.  But  nothing  herein  contained  sb«ll  be 
construed  as  preventing  any  such  railroad  from  bringing  a  suit  in  the  Court  of  Claiois 
for  the  rharges  for  such  transportation,  and  recovering  for  the  same  if  found  entitled 
thereto,  by  virtue  of  the  laws  in  force  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act :  Prondrd,  That 
the  claim  for  such  charges  shall  not  have  been  barred  by  the  statnte  of  limitations  at 
the  time  of  bringing  the  suit,  and  either  party  shall  have  the  right  of  appeal  to  tbe 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States:  And  provided  furthery  That  the  foregoing  provis- 
ions shall  not  apply  to  the  current  fiscal  year,  nor  thereafter,  to  roads  where  the  sole 
condition  of  transportation  is  that  the  company  shall  not  charge  the  Govern roeot 
higher  rates  than  they  do  individuals  for  like  transportation,  and  when  the  Quarter- 
master-General shall  be  satisfied  that  this  condition  has  been  faithfully  complied  with. 
[Extract  of  the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  ilie  Army  for  ihe  fiscal yfor 
ending  June  30, 1876,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved  March  3,  1875.] 

XoTE.— The  extract  from  tbe  act  of  March  3, 1875,  above  q'-oted,  forbiddiog  payment  to  certain  rail-    J 
roada,  applies  only  to  those  roadn  Darned  ou  paged  6  to  9,  inclusive.  i 
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Report  of  Capt  A.  F.  Rockwell. 

Office  of  National  Cemeteries, 
Washington,  J).  C,  September  23,  187C. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  affaii 
relatiug  to  the  care  and  maintenance  of  the  nntional  military  cemeteric 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  1876: 

On  the  Ist  of  July,  1875,  there  were  seventy-seven  national  cemeteriesi 
This  number  was  increased  during  the  year  to  eighty-one.  The  ceme- 
tery at  Whitehall,  Pa.,  was  dropped  from  the  list — it  is  under  the  care 
of  the  superintendent  of  the  Philadelphia  cemeteries — and  thefollowiiig; 
were  added,  namely.  Fort  Saint  Philip,  La.;  Finn's  Point,  N.  J.;  Fort 
Vancouver,  Wash.;  Woodlawn,  Elmira,  N.  Y.;  and  Danville,  Ky. 

The  Elmira  cemetery,  however,  it  is  proper  to  state,  was  already,  by 
act  approved  June  23,  1874,  a  national  cemetery  so  far  as  the  setting; 
of  the  headstones  and  the  care  of  the  graves  was  concerned.  At  this 
cemetery  are  interred  the  remains  of  2,9G8  confederate  prisoners  of  war 
and  128  Union  soldiers.  The  law  referred  to,  however,  has  not  been 
understood  to  authorize  the  erection  of  head-stones  at  the  graves  of  the 
former. 

In  the  Finn's  Point  cemetery  are  interred  the  remains  of  2,509  con- 
federates and  135  Union  soldiers.  The  circumstances  which  led  to  the 
establishment  of  this  burial-ground  as  a  national  cemetery  are  set  forth 
in  the  accompanying  copies  of  correspondence  between  the  governor  of 
the  State  of  Virginia  and  the  War  Department,  hereto  attached,  marked 
"A"  and  ^*B.''  The  cemetery  has  been  placed  in  charge  of  a  su|)erin- 
tendent,  (a  discharged  soldier,  who  lost  his  arm  in  the  war,)  whose  efi'oi;td 
and  industry  have  greatly  improved  it,  and  it  is  now  being  inclosed  by 
a  substantial  stone  wall.    A  lodge  is  also  in  course  of  erection  there. 

At  the  close  of  the  tiscal  year  the  eighty-one  cemeteries  were  classified 
as  follows:  Twenty-six  1st  class,  twenty  2d  class,  eleven  3d  class,  and 
twenty-four  4th  class.  Of  these,  one  1st  class  and  nine  4th  class  had  no 
superintendents. 

There  were  seventy  superintendents  in  service  July  1, 1875,  and  seven 
others  were  appointed  during  the  year.  Three  were  discharged,  one 
died,  and  two  resigned,  leaving  seventy-one  in  service  at  the  close  of  the 
fiscal  year.  One  of  them,  however,  has  since  been  discharged,  as  the 
appropriation  for  the  present  year  provided  only  for  seventy. 

The  number  of  national  cemeteries  has  also  been  recently  rednced 
three;  those  at  Fort  Saint  Philip,  Fort  Vancouver,  and  Sant^  F6.  The 
two  last  had  formerly  been  post  cemeteries,  and  the  Quartermaster- 
General  was  of  the  opinion  that,  as  a  measure  of  economy,  it  would  be 
better  to  restore  them  to  that  position.  The  change  was  therefore 
eftected  by  orders  from  the  War  Department,  dated  August  12, 1870. 
Oaly  oneof  these  three  cameteries,  Santa  Fe,  had  a  superio tendent,  who 
has  since  been  transferred  to  the  Mound  City  cemetery,  near  Cairo,  111. 
The  cemeteries  generally  are  now  in  very  fine  condition,  improvingeach. 
year,  and  this  result  is  the  more  encouraging  as  the  cost  of  maintaining 
them  is  steadily  decreasing.  The  expenditures  for  this  purpose  during 
the  past  year  have  been  restricted  to  the  lowest  practicable  limit,  ami 
as  much  of  the  appropriation  as  could  be  spared  has  been  devoted  to 
the  construction  of  permanent  walls  and  lodges  at  those  cemeteries  which 
still  required  them. 

The  appropriation  for  the  past  year  was  $150,000.  With  a  portion  o1 
this  lodges  for  the  following  cemeteries  were  built  or  contracted  for 
namely  :  Camp  Nelson,  Lebanon,  and  Logan's  Cross  Boads,  Ky, ;  Pitts 
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bargb  Landing  and  Fort  Donelson,  Tennessee;  Little  Eock,  Ark., 
and  Salisbury,  K.  G.  All  of  these  have  been  completed  except  those  at 
Fort  Donelson  and  Salisbury,  the  contracts  for  which  were  not  made 
QQtil  last  spring,  but  it  is  expected  that  they  will  be  finished  during  the 
ooiDiDg  month. 

Oat  of  the  same  appropriation,  too,  walls  around  the  following  ceme- 
teries were  also  constructed,  namely :  Gleudale,  Seven  Pine^,  and  Pop- 
lar Grove,  Ya.,  and  Wilmington,  N.  0. 

All  of  this  work  has  been  done  in  a  very  thorough  manner,  having  been 
elosely  insi>ected  and  supervised  by  skilled  engineers  employed  by  the 
Department  for  that  purpose. 

This  year  contracts  have  been  let  for  the  Finn's  Point  wall  and  lodge, 
before  mentioned,  and  for  a  lodge  at  the  national  cemetery  at  Grafton, 
W.  Va.,  which  work  is  now  being  done.  It  is  also  proposed  to  let  con- 
tracts for  walls  at  Beaufort  and  Florence  S.  O.,  and  Yorktown,  Va., 
early  in  the  coming  winter.  This,  with  the  ordinary  expense  of  main- 
taining the  cemeteries,  will  about  consume  the  appropriation,  which  this 
jearis  $25,000  less  than  last  year.  Should  it  be  found,  however,  at  the 
close  of  the  year  that  more  can  be  spared  for  walls  and  lodges,  it  is 
intended  to  so  apply  the  surplus. 

After  building  the  walls  and  lodges  before  mentioned  the  following, 
ID  addition,  will  remain  to  be  provided,  namely  :  Lodges  at  Alexandria, 
Port  Hudson,  and  Baton  Kouge,  La. ;  Andersonville,  Ga. ;  Beverly,  K. 
J.;  Cave  Hill,  Ky. ;  Fort  McPherson,  Nebr.,  and  Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  T. 
Walls  at  Alexandria  and  Baton  Rouge,  La. :  Andersonville,  Ga. ;  Fort 
McPherson,  Nebr. ;  Fort  Gibson,  Ind.  T.,  and  Grafton,  W,  Va. 

Besides  the  construction  of  walls  and  lodges,  the*  following  work  has 
also  been  done  during  the  year,  namely  :  Additions  to  the  lodges  at  the 
Mobile,  Barrancas,  Camp  Butler,  Fort  Smith,  and  Gettysburg  ceme- 
teries. The  lodges  at  these  cemeteries  were  formerly  small,  and  insuffi- 
tient  for  the  accommodatiou  of  the  superintendents  and  their  families. 

Bnildings  for  offices  were  erected  at  the  Jefferson  barracks  and 
Natchez  cemeteries,  the  lodge  at  neither  place  being  sufficiently  large  to 
stdmit  of  the  setting  apart  of  a  room  for  an  office  for  the  accommodation 
of  visitors,  &c. 

Outhouses,  (wood-sheds,  tool-rooms,  &c.,)  were  constructed  at  the  city 
<if  Mexico,  Port  Hudson,  Camp  Nelson,  Chattanooga,  Culpeper,  Finn's 
^oint,  Keokuk,  Soldiers'  Home,  and  Winchester  cemeteries. 

A  speakers'  stand  for  decoration-day  services  was,  by  direction  of  the 

Secretary  of  War,  constructed  at  the  Rock  Island  cemetery. 
The  cemetery  at  Fort  Scott,  Kans.,  has  been  very  much  improved  by 

•^bdrainage,  and  by  macadamizing  the  roads  with  stone  procured  in 

Qcavating  the  trenches  for  the  drain  tile.  This  work  is  not  yet  com- 
pleted. 

.  Tbe  drainage  at  the  following  cemeteries  has  also  been  considerably 

improved,  namely :  Corinth,   Danville,  Fredericksburg,  Jefferson  Bar- 

'sckg,  Memphis,  and  Vicksburg. 
^ew  roads  have  been  constructed  in  the  Arlington  cemetery,  and  a 

De^  approach- road  to  the  Jefferson  Barracks  national  cemetery  near 
Saint  Louis. 

At  many  of  the  cemeteries,  in  connection  with  the  headstone  work, 
tte  grave-sections  have  been  well  graded,  so  that  hereafter  Idwn-mowers 
can  be  used  to  greater  advantage  at  those  places  and  a  saving  in  labor 
thereby  effected. 

Xew  flag-staff's  have  been  erected  at  Beaufort,  Florence,  Fort  Harri- 
son, Grafton,  Seven  Pines,  Winchester,  and  Santa  F(5. 
19  w 
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Cisterns  have  been  constructed  at  Camp  ^Nelson,  Fort  Leavenworth 
Gettysburg,  Lebanon,  Seven  Pines,  and  Vicksburg. 

At  tbe  Fort  McPherson  cemetery,  where  irrigation  is  necessary,  a  sop 
ply  of  water  is  secured  by  means  of  a  well  and  windmill.  A  like  cour» 
has  been  pursued  at  Santa  F6. 

The  grounds  in  the  Salisbury  cemetery  are  now  being  greatly  im 
proved.  The  soldiers'  monument,  referred  to  in  my  last  annual  report 
was  erected  in  December  of  last  year,  according  to  agreement.  It  is  a 
very  creditable  piece  of  workmanship,  and  has  been  praised  in  very 
high  terms.  It  was  executed  by  Mr.  Alexander  McDonald,  of  Mouut 
Auburn,  Mass. 

Excluding  the  Salisbury  monument,  for  which  a  separate  appropriation 
of  $10,000  was  granted,  the  work  above  enumerated,  together  with  the 
general  care  and  maintenance  of  the  cemeteries,  and  the  cost  of  the  walls 
and  lodges  before  mentioned,  involved  the  expenditure  of  $146,959.98, 
as  shown  in  the  accompanying  statement,  marked  "C."  These  expendi- 
tures, which  embrace  disbursements  from  the  last  and  the  previous  year's 
appropriations,  are  classified  as  follows : 

WaUs $25,843  2» 

Lodges 29,159  07 

Rent  of  quarters 1,035  90 

Outhouses,  offices,  &c 6, 694  08 

Greeu-honses 719  53 

Trees  and  plants 1,998  6a 

Employes 44,292© 

Drainage 4,90461 

Barrack  and  office  furniture ^  244  4<J 

Miscellaneous  tools,  stores,  and  repairs , 5,180^ 

Improvement  of  grounds 13,308  7| 

Flag-staffs  and  monuments 2,502  1^ 

Water  supply 4,008 

Purchase  and  rent  of  land,  &c 2,928 

Interments »^427 

Miscellaneous 711 

Total 146,959  9j 

The  number  of  interments  in  the  national  cemeteries  on  tbe  30th  daJ 
of  June,  1876,  was  310,356—164,655  known  and  145,701  unknown.   01 
tbe  unknown,  470  bodies  were  removed  to  the  Jefferson  Barracks  na- 
tional cemetery  from  Arsenal  Island,  near  Saint  Louis.    These  were  tlit 
remains  of  soldiers  who  died  of  small-pox  during  tbe  war,  and  the  r^ 
moval  from  the  place  where  they  were  originally  interred  was  necessitate^ 
by  the  encroachments  of  the  river  on  that  part  of  the  island  where  tb< 
burials  were  made.    These  re-interments,  which  become  absolutely  ne^ 
essary  from  time  to  time,  are  sometimes  quite  a  heavy  charge  againS 
the  cemeterial  appropriation.    The  removals  from  Arsenal  Island  to  tb 
Jefferson  Barracks  cemetery  cost  $2,811.99.  The  removals  of  the  remain 
to  the  Finn's  Point  cemetery  cost  $442.95, 

The  soldiers'  graves  in  a  majority  of  the  national  cemeteries  are  no^ 
provided  with  head-stones,  as  required  by  law.  The  following  is  a  listc 
the  cemeteries  at  which  these  stones  have  been  erected : 

Slabs.      Bloclft 

Baton  Rouge 2,430  4d 

Port  Hudson 586  3,20 

Natchez...... 281  2.78 

Vicksburp 3.820  12,70 

Fort  Smith ^*^  ^^ 

Little  Rook 3,203  2,33 

Memphis 5,0ol  8,80 

Corinth 1,777  3,91 
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Slabg.  Blocl(H. 

Pittsbnrg  Landing 1,220  2,357 

Cbattanooga 7,903  4,860 

KDoxville 2,014  1,044 

Jefferson  Barracks 6,765  2,874 

Crown  Hill 659  32 

Grafton 615  617 

Winchester 2.008  2,200 

Staunton 229  409 

Annapolis 2,255  205 

Loudon  Park ^ 1,528  203 

Laurel 232  6 

Alexandria,  Va 3,324  121 

Culpeper 446  905 

Cold  Harbor 675  192 

Glcndale 234  390 

Seren  Pines 149  642 

Fort  Harrison 2a5  291 

Richinond 839  4,034 

Fort  Gibson .  160  2,0^0 

Fiyetteville 430  776 

Fort  Scott 318  101 

Fort  Leavenworth 373  753 

Jefferson  City 316  .      330 

Rock  Island 277  19 

Keokuk 553  21 

Springfield 812  705 

Cimp  Butler 533  165 

MoandCity 2,438  2,730 

Yorktown 723  843 

Ariington 7,060  1,928 

Brownsville 1,343  l,:i78 

Alexandria,  La 509  772 

Chalmette 6,262  5,400 

Mobile , 694  112 

Barrancas 585  376 

FortDonelson 155  508 

Beaufort 4,349  3,811 

Wilmington 702  1,357 

Saliabnry 90  332 

Raleigh 636  528 

Danville,  Va 1,167  121 

Battle-ground 40 

Soldiers'  Home 4,925  289 

Whitehall 59  1 

Phdadelphia 1,804  28 

Bererly 139  7 

Cypress  Hills : 3,088  57 

Gettysburg 979 

Fredericksburg,  (granite) 2,463  4,145 

Total 92,046  87,242 


From  the  foregoing]  it  will  be  seen  that  this  work  has  been  pashed 
forward  as  rapidly  as  could  be  expected  during  the  past  year.  Exclusive 
of  the  stones  for  the  Nashville  Cemetery — 11,497  slabs  and  3,995  blocks, 
thich  are  now  in  course  of  erection — there  remain  yet  to  be  furnished 
Qoder  the  contracts  about  45,500  slabs  and  17,400  blocks. 

The  contracts  required  the  erection  of  all  the  headstones  by  the  15th 
of  May,  1875.  An  extension  was  subsequently  granted  until  July  1, 
1376,  as  stated  in  my  last  annual  report.  A  further  extension  until  July 
1, 1877,  has  since  been  authorized,  and  there  now  seems  to  be  a  fair 
prospect  of  finishing  by  that  time.  Two  of  the  contracts,  I  should  state, 
I  bave  already  been  completed — Mr.  Doherty's  and  Mr.  Bridges's;  the 
former  by  the  Department. 
The  stones  furnished  are  of  a  good  quality — I  refer  now  especially  to 
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the  marble  slabs  and  blocks — well  finished,  and,  I  think,  fallj  e 
the  requirements  of  the  contracts.  The  contracts  have,  it  is  tn 
modified  in  minor  particulars  from  time  to  time,  but  in  no  insi 
believe,  has  there  been  any  departure  from  the  original  agi 
whereby  the  public  interests  have  suffeiiBd,  There  can  be  no  q 
but  that  the  prices  for  which  the  headstones  are  furnished  a 
favorable  to  the  Government,  and  if  the  work  be  carried  thn 
completion  in  its  present  satisfactory  manner  it  will,  in  my  jadj 
be  mainly  due  to  these  judicious  modifications  which,  as  oper 
advanced,  experience  proved  to  be  advisable.  Nearly  all  of  the 
have  been  prepared  at  the  marble  quarries  of  Messrs.  Sheldons  & 
at  West  Eutland,  Vt.  These  gentlemen,  though  not  the  origins 
tractors,  have  largely  contributed  to  the  success  of  this  great 
taking.  The  work  has  been  well  done  both  at  the  quarry  and 
cemeteries,  and  reflects  credit  alike  upon  the  contractors  ai 
engineers  under  whose  supervision  it  has  been  conducted. 

In  connection  with  this  subject,  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  tl 
that^  thus  far,  no  provision  has  been  made  for  erecting  headstc 
the  graves  of  soldiers  interred  in  other  than  national  military  ceme 
In  many  cities  and  towns  in  the  Northern  and  Western  States  an 
are  called  soldiers'  lots — a  portion  of  a  private  or  incorporated  cei 
set  apart  for  the  burial  of  soldiers  who  died  during  or  since  th 
The  graves  were  marked  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war  by  the  G 
ment  with  headboards  similar  to  those  provided  for  the  national 
teries.  These  headboards  have,  of  course,  decayed,  and  there  be 
authority  under  the  law,  as  it  now  exists,  for  replacing  them  wit 
manent  headstones,  there  is  some  danger  that  the  identity  of  the 
will  be  lost  unless  either  the  headboards  are  renewed — which 
only  be  a  temporary  expedient,  and  an  expensive  one — or  head 
are  furnished  similar  to  those  erected  in  the  national  cemeteries, 
estimated  that  there  are  about  17,000  graves  to  be  provided  with 
headstones,  and  the  numerous  applications  which  the  Departmc 
received,  asking  that  they  be  furnished,  indicate  that  there  is ; 
general  desire  on  the  part  of  those  interested  in  the  matter  tl 
graves  of  the  soldiers  interred  in  these  incorporated  and  village 
teries  should  receive  the  same  attention  from  the  Governmenl 
bestowed  on  those  in  the  national  cemeteries. 

The  work  of  revising  the  records  of  interments,  with  a  view  to 
ing  correct  inscriptions  for  the  headstones,  referred  to  in  my  last  i 
has  been  continued  during  the  year. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  F.  ROCKWELL, 
Capt  and  A,  Q,  3f.,  U.  8.  A.^  in  charge  of  yatianal  Cemet^) 

To  the  Quartermaster-General. 


A. 

Commonwealth  op  Virginia, 

GOVEK>'OR*S  OfHCE, 

Richmond^  May  1%  1 

Sir  :  Under  a  recent  joint  resolution  of  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia,  it  ism. 
to  correspond  with  the  authorities  of  the  United  States  in  respect  to  the  uniDclose 
neglected  condition  of  the  graves  in  which  several  thousand  southern  soldiers 
buried,  in  the  course  of  the  late  war,  on  land  belonging  to  the  United  States,  neai 
Delaware.    The  site  of  the  graves  being  national  property,  no  inclosnre  or  other  r( 
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cakQ  be  made  except  by  the  National  Government  or  under  its  authority  or  consent. 
The  design  of  the  joint  resolution  is  to  effect  the  construction  of  proper  and  needful 
repairs  in  such  manner  as  may  be  most  acceptable  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
S^tes ;  bat  as  the  ground  referred  to  is  national  property,  and  as  it  is  represented  to 
eootain  the  remains  of  some  Union  as  well  as  many  southern  soldiers,  it  is  with  defer- 
ence 8agge8t«d  and  hoped  that  the  National  Government  will  cause  the  repairs  to  be 
executed.     If,  however,  this  suggestion  be  overruled,  I  respectfully  ask  to  be  informed 
under  what  restrictions  and  conditions  parties,  who  take  an  interest  in  protecting  the 
graves,  will  be  allowed  to  provide,  at  their  own  expense,  such  inclosures  and  repairs  as 
may  be  necessary. 

Trusting  that  you  will  take  this  subject  into  early  consideration,  and  will  advise  me 
of  the  action  of  the  proper  nalional  authorities  thereon, 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

JAMES  L.  KEMPER. 

To  the  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  War. 


B. 

War  Department, 
Adjutant-General^s  Office, 

Waahingtonf  October  4,  1875. 

Sir:  Referring  to  your  communications  of  May  12  and  September  30,  1875,  upon  the 
iobject,  1  have  the  honor,  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  inform  you  that  an 
io^pection  of  the  cemeteries  pertaining  to  Fort  Delaware  by  an  officer  of  the  Army 
discloses  the  fact  that  the  land  on  Pea-Patch  Island  (upon  which  Fort  Delaware  is 
aitQated)   is  so  low  that  graves  cannot  be  dug  without  reaching  water,  and  that 
tbenefore  the  few  bnrials  that  have  been  made  on  the  island  have  been  in  graves  raised 
abore  the  natural  surface  by  grading  up  the  grounds  used  for  the  purpose,  some  of 
vhicb  graves  are  in  danger  of  being  encroached  upon  by  the  water  in  the  ditch,  which 
i5  ^abject  to  the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide.    Most  of  the  bodies  of  the  confederate  pris- 
oQers  of  war  who  died  at  Fort  Delaware  (some 2,500  in  all)  are  interred  in  the  soldiers' 
Harial-ground  at  Flunks  Point,  on  the  New  Jersey  shore,  opposite  the  fort,  which  is 
ijKJosed  by  an  osage>orange  hedge,  and  while  not  in  as  good  order  as  might  be  desired, 
ii  reported  as  presenting  a  more  respectable  appearance  than  many  country  church-yards. 
In  view  of  these  facts,  and  as  the  most  practicable  means  of  securing  the  desired 
improvement  and  care  of  the  grounds,  the  burial-ground  at  Finn's  Point  will  be  an- 
sognced  in   general  orders  as  a  national  cemetery ;  and  the  Quartermaster-General 
vili  be  directed  to  have  the  remains  of  the  soldiers — Union  and  confederate — buried  on 
Pea-Patch  Island,  (the  latter  numbering  about  two  hundred,  it  is  supposed,)  trans- 
fcTred  to  the  Finn's  Point  cemetery,  and  to  have  the  latter  put  in  as  good  order  as 
practicable  with  the  funds  available  for  the  purpose. 

I  ana,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutan  t-Gen  eral. 
To  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  Richmond. 
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C. — Statement  of  disbursements  of  appropriations  for  national  cemetries,  <f-o. — Continned. 


Broaght  forward 

Miscelloneoai : 

Clerks,  &c 

Advertising  and  printing 

Books  and  stationery 

Tools  and  miscellaneoos  stores 


Total  miseellaneoiu 

Total  disbnned  daring  the  year 


$95  83 

392  44 

9  50 

314  OS 


$146,248  16 


711  B2 


146,939  96 


:eport  of  the  commissary-general  of  subsistence. 


REPORT 

OP  THE 

COMMISSARY  -  GENERAL  OF  SUBSISTENCE. 


War  Department, 
Office  Commissary-Geneeal  of  Subsistence, 

WiMhinfftonj  D.  C,  October  10, 1876. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Subsistence  Department  of  the  Army  for  the  past  year : 

The  amount  appropriated  for  subsistence  of  the  Army  for  the  fiscal 
year  ended  June  30, 1876,  was  $2,484,330.  This  amount,  although  suffi- 
cient for  the  purchase  of  subsistence  supplies  required  for  issue  during 
that  fiscal  year,  did  not  afford  the  means  for  the  purchase  of  the 
amoants  required  to  make  the  usual  advance  shipments  to  posts  in  Ari- 
zona.  New  Mexico,  Texas,  and  other  localities  remote  from  the  sources 
of  supply,  including  posts  on  the  Upper  Missouri;  and  it  became  neces- 
sary to  expend  a  portion  of  the  $300,000  made  available  for  the  purpose 
by  the  act  approved  May  1, 1876. 

*TIie  amount  appropriated  for  the  current  fiscal  year  will  probably 
enable  the  Department  to  purchase  all  the  supplies  required  for  issue 
dnriDg  the  year;  but  to  enable  it  to  purchase  those  which  will  be 
reqaired  for  advance  shipments  (for  consumption  in  the  next  fiscal  year) 
to  posts  situated  on  the  Upper  Missouri  and  Yellowstone,  and  in  other 
remote  regions,  a  portion  of  the  appropriation  for  the  next  fiscal  year 
should  be  made  available  for  the  purchase  of  such  supplies  in  the  early 
spring.  It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  following  proviso  be 
added  to  the  section  of  the  act  making  appropriations  for  subsistence  of 
the  Army  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1878 : 

Providedf  That  |300,000  of  the  money  thns  appropriated,  or  so  ninch  thereof  as  may 
be  necessary,  may  be  applied  by  the  Commissary-General  of  Sabsistence,  prior  to  the 
fint  of  July,  1877,  to  the  purchase  of  subsistence  supplies  required  for  advance  ship- 
meats  to  posts  situated  on  the  Upper  Missouri  and  Yellowstone,  and  in  other  remote 
Tenons ;  and  this  amount  is  hereby  made  available  for  disbursement  from  the  passage 
of  this  act. 

Subsistence  stores  required  for  the  Army,  including  those  for  sales  to 
officers  and  enlisted  men,  (as  authorized  by  section  1144  Eevised  Stat- 
utes,) have  been  purchased  in  the  principal  markets  of  the  country,  or 
the  local  markets  nearest  the  points  of  consumption,  preference  being 
given  to  the  local  markets  where  the  proper  articles  could  be  obtained 
at  as  reasonable  rates  to  the  Government  as  from  other  markets,  the 
original  cost,  transportation,  deterioration,  and  loss  in  transit  being 
considered  in  estimating  the  total  cost  at  points  of  consimiption.  It  has 
not  been  found  practicable  to  procure  as  good  a  quality  of  flour  as  is 
desired  for  issue  to  troops  at  all  posts  in  some  sections  of  the  country, 
as  Texas  and  New  Mexico,  where  a  good  quality  of  wheat  is  raised — in 
Texas,  on  account  of  the  inferior  milling,  and  in  New  Mexico  on  account 
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of  the  primitive  mode  still  pursued  in  tbat  Territory  of  treading  out 
the  wheat  by  animals,  thus  causing  it  to  become  so  mixed  with  dirt  as 
to  render  the  flour  of  inferior  quality. 

It  is  understood,  however,  that  in  Texas  improvements  in  milling  are 
constantly  being  made,  and  that  thrashing-machines  are  being  intro- 
duced in  New  Mexico.  It  is  expected,  therefore,  that  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  improved  machinery  and  modern  methods  of  manufacture  the 
grade  of  flour  produced  will  be  so  much  improved  that  by  next  year  the 
Department  will  be  able  to  supply  the  posts  in  the  State  and  the  Terri- 
tory mentioned  by  purchase  from  the  millers  of  the  country. 

While  it  has  been  the  settled  policy  of  the  Department  to  encourage 
the  inhabitants  of  the  country  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  posts  by 
affording  them  a  market  for  their  productions  as  far  as  it  could  be  done 
with  a  due  regard  to  economy,  it  has  not  been  deemed  advisable,  in 
carrying  out  this  policy,  to  purchase  articles  of  a  quality  inferior  to  that 
deemed  proper  for  issue  to  the  troops. 

In  order  to  insure  the  best  articles  at  the  most  reasonable  prices,  canned 
and  imported  goods  have,  as  far  as  practicable,  been  purchased  of 
standard  quality,  directly  from  the  packers,  manufacturers,  or  importers. 

Within  the  fiscal  year,  128  advertisements  for  proposals  for  fresh  beef 
and  other  supplies  were  reported  to  this  office,  and  224  contracts  for 
fresh  meats,  94  contracts  for  miscellaneous  articles,  29  contracts  for 
complete  rations  for  recruiting-parties  and  recruits ;  198  contracts,  con- 
sisting of  written  proposals  and  acceptances,  were  received  and  filed  as 
required  by  law. 

The  following  statement,  prepared  from  official  reports  received  at  this 
office  from  the  principal  purchasing-depots  and  from  contracts  for  fur- 
nishing supplies  to  posts  in  Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  Arizona,  shows 
the  average  prices  of  the  components  of  the  Army  ration  (fresh  beef  ex- 
cepted) at  each  of  the  principal  points  of  purchase  for  the  last  fiscal 
year: 
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The  average  prices  of  fresh  beef,  as  i)er  contracts  in  force  in  the  1 
two  fiscal  years,  were  as  follows  in  the  several  States  and  Territories 


state  or  Territory. 

Price  per  pound. 

8tat«  or  Territory. 

Price  per  po 

1875. 

1876. 

1875. 

16 

MidnA    ....._......_............... 

Genu. 
14 
13.1 
10.5 
10.4 
ia79 
10.8 
12.62 
13 

a  73 

9.23 

10.22 

7.48 

a  91 

9.2 
6.66 
8 
10 
5.27 

a  44 

7.97 

OentB. 
12.50 
13.62 
10.50 
10 

11.50 
12.37 
11.47 
13 

10.59 

10.45 

9.87 

7.50 

9 

a  75 
9 

9.75 
7.41 
5.67 
8 

a  80 

Ohio  

Cents. 

Ce 

1 

MfiMftanhnHAttfl  .......•••.>..•••«.•. 

Illinoii....c 

9.5 
11.6 
5.45 
7.12 
5.72 
9.15 

1 

Rhode  Island 

Michigan  ........................ 

1 

ConnecticQt  ........_._............ 

Missouri  ......................... 

( 

New  York 

Minnesota  ....................... 

Pennivl  vania. ..................... 

Nebraska ........................ 

f 

Marvland  ......................... 

Kansas 

f 

DiMtnct  of  Oolnmbia 

Indian  Twrito^v  -r.....TrTr-^T»., 

&39         5 

Viridnia 

Wyoming ........................ 

7.67         7 

North  Carolina  .................... 

Dakota 

a30         £ 

Sonth  Carolina  .................... 

New  Mexico  ..................... 

7. 72         7 

Geortrla ........................... 

Colorado ......................... 

7.62 
a  21 
6.95 
6.71 

12.39 
6.95 
a  74 

10.12 
6.89 

6 

Florida 

Utah 

Jj 

Alabama ........................... 

Montana... 

5 

MiiWiMilDDi  ......................... 

California 

6 

Louitdana............ .............. 

AriKona  ......................... 

9 

Arkansas.................   ........ 

W  ashinirton ...................... 

5 

Texas 

Idaho 

(i 

Tennessee ......................... 

Nevada 

Oregon  ........................... 

9 

Kentucky  ......................... 

7 

Under  the  authority  and  requirements  of  section  6  of  the  act  approv 
March  3, 1865,  (sections  1149  and  1301,  Revised  Statutes,)  the  Sabsi 
ence  Department,  within  the  fiscal  year,  furnished  tobacco,  at  cost  pric< 
to  enlisted  men  of  the  Army  to  the  value  of  $127,450.11,  making  t 
monthly  average  $10,620.84. 

As  tobacco,  for  both  chewing  and  smoking,  is  now  kept  for  sale.  nD( 
the  provisions  of  section  1144  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  enlisted  men  ha 
the  option  of  buying  it  for  cash,  instead  of  having  it  charged  on  th 
muster-rolls  as  heretofore  required. 

During  the  fiscal  year  there  were  received  from  462  officers  who  p 
formed  duty  in  the  Subsistence  Department — 

Retamaof  provisions 2, 

RotnrDS  of  commissary  property 

Accounts-current 2, 

Total  received 6, 

•  Within  the  same  period  there  were  examined  in  this  office,  and  i 
warded  to  the  Third-Auditor  of  the  Treasury — the  returns  for  file  a 
the  accounts-current  for  final  settlement — 

Returns  of  provisions 2, 

Returns  of  commissary  property 1, 

Accounts-current 3, 

Total  examined 6, 

The  amounts  paid  for  subsisting  recruiting-parties  and  recruits  dari 
the  fiscal  year  has  been  $24,662.19. 

The  amounts  received  from  sales  of  subsistence  stores  (articles  of  t 
ration  and  those  kept  on  hand  for  sale  to  officers  and  enlisted  men, 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  section  1144,  Revised  Statute 
have  been  as  follows : 
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JCIJta7  DiTisiOD  of  the  Atlantic 

Jtilitiiy  Department  of  the  MiSBonii.. 

XHittfj  Department  of  Dakota 

Muiury  Department  of  Texas 

XilituT  Department  of  the  Gulf 

MiliUiy  Department  of  the  Platte  .... 
Military  Department  of  California  ... 
MOhtrj  Department  of  the  Columbia , 

Milju^  Department  of  Arizona 

lilitary  Department  of  the  South  ..., 
Aneotis , 


Ktcraiting  depots 


Total 


Grand  total 


Officers. 


$99,286  18 
73, 119  03 
82,984  88 
85,780  80 
22,024  07 
59.165  49 
20.255  85 
20,472  22 
35,749  17 
28, 018  47 
6, 495  53 
5,950  96 


509,302  65 


Enlisted 
men. 


$19, 715  93 
63,213  31 
59, 397  50 
44, 297  74 
11,475  53 
55. 446  60 
20.359  19 
16, 976  77 
37, 153  81 
14,893  90 
2, 402  57 
2,672  79 


348,005  64 


857.308  29 


At  the  close  of  business  on  June  30, 1876,  the  following  amounts  were 
OQ  hand : 

Id  the  bands  of  oflScers $154,188  75 

In  the  Treasury 128  31 

Total 154,317  06 

That  in  the  hands  of  officers  being  a  portion  of  the  amount,  $857,308.29, 
received  from  sales  to  officers  and  enlisted  men  during  the  fiscal  year, 
was  available  for  the  purchase  of  fresh  supplies,  after  the  payment  of 
that  portion  of  the  outstanding  indebtedness  for  the  year,  which  was  in 
excess  of  the  amount  of  the  appropriation  in  the  Treasury,  (act  of  March 
3, 1875.)  Most  of  it,  however,  was  in  the  hands  of  officers  remote  from 
porchasing  points,  and  could  not  be  made  available  until  transferred  to 
officers  at  purchasing  depots.  The  sums  thus  transferred  have,  during 
the  current  fiscal  year,  been  expended  in  the  purchase  of  fresh  supplies. 

Tbe  Talne  of  ratioDs  issned  to  iDclians  yisitiDg  posts  (in  accordance  with  par- 

aRrapbs  1202-1203,  Revised  Regulations  1863)  has  been $2, 062  26 

To  Indian  prisoners  at  posts 775  96 

To  the  Tonkawa  and  Li  pan  tribes  of  Indians  in  Texas 476  69 

Bations  were  also  issned  to  the  Cheyenne,  Arapahoe,  Kiowa,  and  Comanche 
Indian  prisoners  at  Fort  Marion,  Fla.,  to  the  value  (including  cost  of 
transportation  and  services  of  employes)  of '. .     4, 972  46 

^bich  amount  was  refunded  to  the  Subsistence  Department  by  the 
Indian  Department.  Congress  having,  however,  failed  to  make  any  ap- 
propriation for  the  subsistence  of  these  Indians  for  the  current  fiscal 
year,  they  are  now  being  fed  by  this  department  from  the  appropriation 
for  feeding  Indian  prisoners. 

Supplies  have,  upon  the  application  of  department  commanders  and 
^he  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  been  transferred  to  Indian  agents 
^or  issue  to  Indians  when  that  department  was  unable  to  procure  them 
^n  account  of  want  of  appropriation  or  from  other  cause.  For  the  sup- 
plies transferred  during  the  last  fiscal  year,  this  department  has  been 
f^ioibiirsed,  or  the  accounts  have  been  allowed  by  tbe  proper  account- 
■ng-officers  of  the  Treasury.  During  the  current  fiscal  year,  some  stores 
^ave  been  transferred  at  the  request  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
^^ffairs,  or  upon  the  orders  of  the  division  commanders,  for  which  the 
''apartment  has  not  been  re-imbursed,  as  the  accounts  have  not  yet  been 
P''**pared,  but  the  Commissioner  has  indicated  his  willingness  to  re-im- 

jf^r^  the  department  as  soon  as  the  accounts  are  presented  in  proper 
'orm. 

20  w 
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The  following  are  the  posts  and  agencies  at  which  the  transfers  wer" 
made,  with  the  dates  of  transfers  : 

Sto^**-      JJSJL      Total. 
portatton. 


InJiMcal  year  ending  June  30,  1876. 

July  to  October,  1875.  ftt  Fort  Sill,  Ind.  T 12,926  00       $8)2  54  $3,729  5 

June,  1876.  at  Fort  Sill,  Ind.T 840  00         170  23  1,010  2 

June,  1876.  at  Standing  Rock.  Dak 1,428  70  , 1.428  7) 

July  and  September,  lti75,  at  Cheyenne  agency,  Ind.  T .,  1,532  10     1,576  01  3.108  1 

,  6, 726  80  i  2,  548  78  9.275  5f 

Value  of  itorat  issued  to  agents  for  JudiatiB  in  July  and  Aug^ust,  1&76,      \  '     \ 

July,  1876,  at  Fort  Sill,  Ind  T 43147;      370  69  mU 

July,  1876.  at  Fort  Reno.  Ind.  T 802  50         178  45  9^)9* 

July.  1876,  at  Camp  Brown,  Wvo. 1,697  71    M,69771 

August,  1876,  at  Camp  Brown.'Wyo 2.439  85    •2,439  « 

A ugUHt,  1876,  at  Camp  Robinson,  Nebr 5,972  50  1       17144  6.143iW 

August,  1876.  at  Fort  Randall,  Dak 2,042  76         18188'  2,2-36  fri 

August,  1876.  at  Lower  Brul6  agencv.  Dak 1U6  56           (t)  106  5* 

August.  1875,  at  Camp  Sheridan.  Nebr  11.447  53           0)  11,447  5: 

AugUHt,  1876,  at  Cheyenne  agency,  Dak 369  60          29  84  399  4^ 

25,310  48         934  30  I  26,244  7S 


*  Fresh  beef.  t  Not  yet  reported. 

Attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  fact  that  due  regard  has  not 
in  all  cases  been  paid  to  General  Orders  No.  76,  War  Department,  Ad 
jutantGeueral's  Office,  series  of  1873,  which  prohibits  the  transfer  ol 
supplies  for  the  use  of  Indians,  except  under  authority  first  obtaineci 
from  the  Secretary  of  War;  and  that  contractors  with  the  Governmeni 
have  not  promptly  received  their  pay  for  supplies  furnished,  on  aceouu 
of  the  stores  having  been  furnished  without  the  authority  of  the  Secre 
tary  of  War,  and  this  in  some  cases,  it  is  believed,  where  it  might  read 
ily  have  been  applied  for. 

Officers  of  the  Subsistence  Department  have  been  from  time  to  tiin 
detailed,  upon  the  application  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  t 
inspect  subsistence  supplies  purchased  for  the  Indians. 

Under  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  July  4,  1864,  and  the  acts  sal 
plementary  thereto,  103  claims  for  subsistence  supplies  alleged  to  ha^ 
been  furnished  to  the  Army  by  loyal  citizens  in  States  not  in  rebellioi 
and  receipted  for  by  the  proper  officer  receiving  the  same,  or  to  ha^ 
been  taken  by  such  officers  without  giving  such  receipts,  were  filed  i 
this  office  for  examination.  Of  this  class  of  claims,  70,  amounting  1 
^27,600.92,  were  examined  and  recommended  to  the  Third- Auditor  * 
Treasury  for  payment;  201,  amounting  to  $193,919.00,  were  rejectee^ 
84  rejected  claims  were  re-examined  upon  new  evidence,  27  of  wbic 
were  allowed  and  57  again  rejected.  These  examinations,  which  < 
themselves  require  a  considerable  clerical  force,  necessitated  the  wri 
ing  and  recording  of  nearly  1,500  letters,  and  making  briefs  of  the  ev 
dence  in  each  case,  besides  extended  examinations  of  official  records  an 
reports. 

Under  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress  of  July  25,  1866,  and  section 
of  the  act  of  March  3,  1873,  155  certificates  for  commutation  of  ration 
to  Union  soldiers  while  prisoners  of  war  were  received  at  this  office  an 
referred  to  the  proper  disbursingofficer  of  this  department  for  pay  men 
to  the  claimants  or  their  legal  heirs.  These  certificates  amounted  i 
the  aggregate  to  §4,100.25. 

In  addition  to  claims  under  the  above-mentioned  special  acts  of  Cod 
gress,  169  ordinary  claims,  amounting  to  8297,425.47,  have  been  receive 
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aD(l  examined,  of  which  133,  aniountiug  to  $5,809.23,  have  been  recoin- 
meDded  for  payment ;  19,  amounting  to  8289,575.69,  have  been  rejected; 
aad  17,  amounting  to  $2,040.55,  have  been  partially  examined.  Of  re- 
jected claims  of  this  class,  32  have  been  reexamined  upon  additional 
evidence,  30  of  which,  amounting  to  $1,521.07,  have  been  allowed  ;  and 
2,  amounting  to  $8,107.50,  have  been  again  rejected.  In  addition  to 
this,  253  claims,  not  in  general  subject  to  a  final  decision  by  this  office, 
have  been  received,  examined,  and  referred,  or  returned  to  other  bureaus 
or  Departments  with  report. 

Since  the  reduction  of  the  clerical  force  of  this  bureau,  made  by  the 
act  of  August  15,  187G,  it  has  become  necessary  to  transfer  to  other 
branches  of  the  bureau  all  but  one  of  the  clerks  who  had  previously 
been  enaployed  in  the  examination  of  claims,  and  this  clerk  will  not 
be  able  to  attend  to  more  than  the  business  of  registering  the  claims 
received,  preparing  answers  to  the  inquiries  of  claimants  or  their  attor- 
neys, and  making  examinations  of  current  claims  presented  against  the 
department.  The  examination  of  war-claims  under  the  third  section 
of  the  act  of  July  4,  1864,  and  acts  supplementary  thereto,  must  there- 
fore be  entirely  suspended  so  long  as  the  clerical  force  of  the  bureau  is 
limited  to  its  present  strength. 

In  my  last^annual  report  I  stated — 

If  the  examiaation  of  war-elaiius  is  to  be  coutiimed  under  the  act  of  July  4, 1664, 

aod  the  acts  Supplementary  thereto,  I  earnestly  recommend  that  three  temporary  clerks 

^  t'lueof  class  4,  one  of  class  3,  and  one  of  class  2)  be  added  to  the  force  of  this  otiice; 

ilie  force  at  present  authorized  being  inadequate  to  the  proper  performance  of  the  work 

of  the  bureau. 

The  experience  of  the  last  year  has  confirmed  the  correctness  of  my  rec- 
ommendation, and  I  therefore  urgently  recommend  that  the  permanent 
clerical  force  of  this  bureau  be  re-established  as  authorized  by  law  prior 
to  the  passage  of  the  act  of  August  15, 1876,  viz:  1  chief  clerk,  2  clerks 
of  class  4,  4  clerks  of  class  3,  5  clerks  of  class  2,  and  12  clerks  of  class 
1,  and  that  the  temporary  additional  clerks  recommended  in  my  last 
annual  report  be  authorized  for  the  ensuing  year.  I,  however,  recom- 
mend that,  after  the  completion  of  the  examination  of  the  war-claims 
now  on  file  in  this  office  upon  which  any  action  has  been  taken,  that  the 
examination  of  all  others  be  transferred  to  some  other  tribunal,  to  be 
e^tal)lished  for  the  purpose. 

As  stated  in  the  annual  report  of  the  Commissary  General  for  1872, 
"The  task,  originally  very  difficult,  of  investigating  and  deciding  these 
^^^  with  equity  and  justice  becomes  daily  more  so  from  the  passing 
away  by  deaths  and  removals,  and  from  the  imperfect  memories,  after 
lapse  of  so  long  a  period,  of  so  many  officers  and  others  alleged  to  have 
taken  or  received  the  stores  or  to  have  knowledge  of  them  in  cases  still 
lieing  presented  or  called  up  for  a  recommendation,  while  these  very 
^lifticulties  but  add  security,  if  not  increased  facilities,  to  the  prosecution 
of  fraudulent  claims;"  for  these  reasons  the  claims  now  presented  re- 
<iuire  more  careful  and  thorough  investigation  than  those  which  were 
sabmitted  soon  after  the  passage  of  the  act,  and  a  ])roper  examination 
of  them  requires  more  time  and  attention  than  the  Commissary-General 
liable  to  give  them  without  neglecting  other,  and,  in  my  opinion,  more 
important,  duties  appertaining  to  the  Subsistence  Department,  and  he 
should  be  relieved  from  this  duty. 

Officers  of  the  department  are  now  on  duty  at  the  headquarters  of 
^'ach  military  division  and  department,  and  the  purchasing-depots  at 
Boston,  New  York,  Baltimore,  New  Orleans,  Chicago,  Saint  Paul,  Sioux 
^ity,  Omaha,  Fort  Leavenworth,  Saint  Louis,  San  Francisco,  and  Port- 
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and,  Oreg.    A  list  of  the  officers  of  tbe^clepartmeut,  with  their  stati 
and  duties,  is  appended  to  this  report. 

The  headquarters  of  the  department  of  the  South  having  d 
transferred  from  Louisville,  Ky.,  to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  the  purchasi 
depot  at  Louisville  has  been  broken  up,  it  being  believed  that  the  pc 
now  occupied  in  that  department  can  be  as  Economically  supplied  fi 
Chicago,  Saint  Louis,  Baltimore,  or  New  Orleans  with  those  articles 
subsistence  supplies  which  are  not  products  of  the  country  embra( 
within  the  limits  of  the  department  as  from  Louisville. 

In  the  Department  of  Dakota,  the  subsistence-supplies  at  posts  alo 
the  Missouri  River  were  carefully  inspected  during  the  last  summer 
Capt.  Charles  McClure,  commissary  of  subsistence,  and  those  at  pos 
east  of  the  Missouri  River,  by  Capt.  John  F.  Weston,  commissary 
subsistence.  Instructions  have  been  given  to  carry  out  the  recoi 
mendations  made  by  these  officers,  so  far  as  they  met  approval,  with  i 
gard  to  the  disposition  to  be  made  of  supplies  found  by  them  to  be 
excess  of  the  wants  of  garrisons  or  to  be  unfit  for  issue  or  for  sale  tool 
cers  and  enlisted  men. 

In  the  Department  of  the  Missouri  inspections  were  also  made  1 
Capt.  J.  H.  Oilman,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  of  the  departmei 
Capt.  W.  A.  Elderkiu,  commissary  of  subsistence,  and  Capt.  F.  F.  Whil 
head,  commissary  of  subsistence,  and  upon  their  reports  and  recoi 
mendations  such  action  has  been  taken  as  was  thought  to  be  most  co 
ducive  to  the  public  interest. 

In  the  Department  of  the  Columbia,  Capt.  William  H.  Bell,  cb 
commissary  of  subsistence,  has  recently  made  an  official  visit  to  the  pc 
of  Sitka,  iu  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  in 
the  condition  of  the  subsistence-supplies  at  that  post,  but  no  report 
his  inspection  has  yet  been  received. 

Other  inspections  have  been  suggested  in  the  Departments  of  tl 
South,  Arizona,  California,  and  Texas,  which,  if  carefully  and  thoroug 
ly  made,  it  is  thought  will  result  in  much  saving  to  the  Government. 

As  much  loss  has  been  occasioned  through  the  making  of  requisitio 
for  supplies  for  longer  periods  of  time  than  were  necessary,  instructio 
have  been  given  to  reduce  the  periods  to  be  covered  by  requisitions 
the  minimum  consistent  with  a  certain  supply.  Upon  this  subject  Lieu 
Col.  W.  W.  Burns,  Assistant  Commissary -General  of  Subsistence,  cbi 
commissary  of  subsistence  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Pacific,  repoi 
as  follows : 

The  plan  of  semliug  eighteen  months*  supply  has  beeu  discontiDued,  and  stores  i 
sent  in  the  spring  and  fall,  so  as  to  meet  the  best  season  for  land-transportation,  ke( 
ing  abont  six  months*  supply  at  posts. 

The  expenditure  of  this  division  was,  the  last  fiscal  year,  largely  re<luced  by  dim 
ishing  the  supply  on  hand,  and,  if  the  transportation  can  be  stimulated  toitsmaximt 
speed,  the  rule  of  fresh  stores  anel  small  damcige  will  reduce  the  expenditure  si 
more. 

Capt.  Charles  McClure,  chief  commissary  of  subsistence  of  the  I 
partment  of  Dakota,  reports  that  *'the  expeditions  in  the  field  in  t 
Yellowstone  country  were  successfully  supplied,  and,  notwithstamii 
large  and  unexpected  issues  made  to  General  Crook's  command,  th( 
was  more  than  a  sufliciency  of  subsistence-stores  furnished.  No  co 
plaint  of  want  of  subsistence-supplies,  or  that  the  stores  furnished  w< 
not  of  good  quality,  has  reached  this  office.  Upon  the  19th  of  Augn 
Lieutenant-General  Sheridan  telegraphed  orders  to  make  a  cantonuu 
on  the  Tongue  Eiver  for  fifteen  hundred  men.  Before  three  weeks  h 
passed  the  stores  commenced  to  arrive  at  Fort  Buford  and  Glendive,  i 
then  nearest  accessible  points  to  the  cantonment.'- 
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From  unofficial  information  received  at  this  office,  it  is  believed  that 

ample  supplies  for  the  troops  at  the  cantonment  on  Tongue  River  will 

reach  tbe  post  before  transportation  becomes  impracticable.    When  it 

is  stated  that  most  of  the  stores  required  for  troops  upon  the  Yellow- 
stone must  be  purchased  in  Chicago  or  Sioux  City,  (if  purchased  in 
Chicago,  then  transported  by  rail  to  Sioux  City  or  Bismarck,  for  ship- 
ment,) and  that  the  distance  from  Sioux  City  to  Fort  Buford  is  1,066 
miles,  from  Fort  Buford  to  mouth  of  Powder  River  235  miles.  Tongue 
Biver,  272  miles,  and  Big  Horn,  399  miles,  on  shallow  and  uncertain 
rivers,  the  difficulty  of  supplying  the  forces  which  have  been  operating 
OD  and  drawing  supplies  from  the  Yellowstone  becomes  apparent. 

The  depot  of  supplies  for  the  troops  operating  under  General  Crook 
agaiust  the  Sioux  is  understood  to  have  been  at  Cloud  Peak  Camp,  on 
Goose  Creek,  over  three  hundred  miles  by  the  shortest  route  from  the 
station  on  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  from  which  supplies  for  this  depot 
were  drawn.  If  sent  via  Fort  Laramie,  the  distance  would  be  increased 
aboat  twenty-five  miles.  IN'o  official  reports  have  been  received  as  to 
the  amount  of  supplies  at  the  depot,  but  it  is  believed  to  have  been 
ample  for  the  wants  of  the  command. 

Since  the  19th /)f  August,  Maj.  John  P.  Hawkins,  chief  commissary 
of  subsistence  of  the  Department  of  the  Platte,  has  been  engaged  in 
procoriug  and  forwarding  additional  supplies  for  a  winter-cantonment 
tobe  established  upon  Goose  Creek,  or  in  the  vicinity  of  old  Fort  Eeno. 
This  cantonment  will  doubtless  be  amply  supplied  before  winter  sets  in. 

The  commissary-sergeants  have,  as  a  general  rule,  performed  their 
duties  satisfactorily,  but  in  some  cases  it  has  become  apparent  soon  after 
the  appointments  were  made  that  the  officers  had  not  been  sufficiently 
critical  and  careful  in  making  their  recommendations,  the  appointees 
800Q  displaying  either  mental  or  moral  deficiencies  which  certainly 
ought  to  have  been  previously  discovered  by  the  company-commanders 
under  whom  they  had  served. 

At  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  30, 1876,  the  number  of 
civilians  employed  by  officers  upon  duty  in  the  Subsistence  Department 
was 51  clerks  and  75  other  employes.  The  number  employed  at  the  close 
of  the  previous  fiscal  year  was  144,  (58  clerks  and  86  other  employes.)  A 
faction  of  7  clerks  and  11  other  employes  has,  therefore,  been  made 
tong  the  year. 

It  is  believed  that  but  little,  if  any,  further  reduction  can  be  made 
without  impairing  the  efficiency  of  the  department. 

The  recommendations  made  in  the  annual  report  of  last  year,  with 
reference  to  the  ration,  have  been  embodied  in  the  proposed  regulations 
for  the  Subsistence  Department  recently  submitted  to  you. 

Experiments  were  made  during  the  last  year  with  a  view  to  preserv- 
ing potatoes  by  the  use  of  salicylic  acid.  The  experiments  were  in  part 
^Qccessful,  and  will  be  continued  during  the  current  year.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  potatoes  can  thus  be  preserved  with  the  loss  of  little,  if  any, 
of  their  antiscorbutic  properties. 

In  the  month  of  September,  1876,  an  invoice  of  stores  intended  for  the 
^rrison  at  Saint  Augustine,  Fla.,  was  quarantined  at  Savannah,  Ga., 
01  account  of  the  yellow  fever.  Upon  the  recommendation  of  the  com- 
Diaading  officer  at  Saint  Augustine  that  the  stores  be  issued  to  the 
<^tizens  of  Savannah,  which  was  approved  by  you,  the  issue  has  been 
authorized  to  be  made  under  the  direction  of  the  commanding  officer  of 
^e  Department  of  the  South.    The  cost  of  the  stores  was  $3,405.10. 
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List  of  officers^  of  the  Suhnistence  Department^  United  States  Army,  and  their  stations  and 

duties  on  the  lOth  day  of  October ^  187G. 


Names,  rank,  &c 


Duty. 


Address.  ' 


COMMISSARY-GENERAL  OF  SUBSISTENCK. 
Brigadier-gen  eral. 
Robert  Macfeely bvt  coL,  Mar.  13,  'S5 

ASSISTANT    COMMISSARIES-GENERAL    OF    SUB- 
SISTENCE. 

Ooloneh. 

Charles  L.  Kilbnrn.  -bvt.  brig.-gen.,  Mar.  13,  '65 

HarcnsD.  L.  Simpson .  b vt.maj.  gen. ,  Mar.  13,  '65 

LicxitcnnntcolontU. 
Heury  F.  Clarke.. .  .bvt  maj.-gen..  Mar.  13,  '65 
William  W.  Burns.. bvt.  brig.-gen..  Mar.  13,  '65 

Amos  Beckwith bvt.  m«j.-gen..  Mar.  13,  '65 

CO.M MIS:* ARIES  OF  SUBSISTE.VCE. 
Majors. 

Beekman  DuBarry bvt.  col.,  Mar.  13,  '65 

Thomas  J.  Haines. . .bvt.  brig.-gt-n., Mar.  13,  '65 

George  Bell bvt.  brig.-gen.,  Apr.  9,  '65 

Michael  R.  Morgan . .  bvt.  brig.-gen.,  Apr.  9,  '65 

John  P.  Hawkins bvr.  uinj.-grn.,  Mar.  13, '65 

Michael  P.  Small bvt.  bn'g.-gfn.,  Apr.  9,  '65 

Thomas  C.  Sullivan bvt.  It.-cul.,  Mar.  13,  '65 

John  W.  Barriger..  .bvt.  brig.-gen..  Mar.  13,  '65 

CopUiins. 
Thomas  Wilson...  bvt.  brig.-gen.,  Mar.  13,  '65 
William  H.  Bell bvt,  maj. ,  Mar.  13,  '65 

Jereminh  H.  Oilman,  .bvt.  It. -col.,  Dec.  31,  '62 


Samuel  T.  Cushing bvt.  innj.,  Mar.  13,  '65 

William  A.  E]derkln....bvt.  maj,,  Mar.  13,  '65 
Charles  B.  Penrose bvt.  It  -col.,  Nov.  11,  '67 

William  H.  Nash. bvt.  maj  .  Nov.  17,  '65 


Commissary-General  of  Subsistence 


Chief  commisHflry  of  linbsistence, 
Military  Division  of  the  Mis- 
souri. 

Chief  commissary  of  subsititence, 
Military  Division  of  the  At- 
laiitic 


Purchasing  and  depot  commissary 
of  subHi^lence  at  Baltimore,  Md. 

Chief  commissary  of  subNistence, 
Military  Divioion  of  the  Pacific 
and  Department  of  California. 

Purchai*ing  and  depot  commisMary 
of  t»ubsi>teuceat.SaiutLouis,Mo. 


Purchasing  and  depot  commissary 
of  MubMiftence  at  Bonton.  Mass. 

Assistant  to  the  Commissary-Gen- 
eral of  Subsist<»nce. 

Purchjwing  and  depot  commissary 
of  sub!<istence,  Wathington, D.C. 

Pnrchattiug  and  depot  commisHary 
of  subsi»teuce  at  New  York, 
N.  Y. 

Purchasing  and  depot  commissary 
at  Omaha,  Nebr.,  chief  com- 
missary of  subsiiiteuce,  Depart- 
ment of  the  Platte. 

Purchasing  and  depot  commissary 
of  subsistence  at  Chicago,  111. 

PurchaHin  <;  and  depot  commis.Hary 
of  subsistence  at  New  Orleans, 
La.,  chief  commissary  of  snb- 
si'tence,  Department  of  theGulf. 

Assistant  to  the  Commissary -Gen- 
eral of  Subsistence. 


Chief  commissary  of  subsistence, 
Department  of  Arizona. 

Purchasing  and  depot  comminsary 
of  subsistenceat  Portland,  Oreg.*, 
chief  commissary  of  subsistence, 
Department  of  the  Columbia. 

Purchasing  commissary  gnbKist* 
ence  at  Fort  Leavenworth, 
Kans.,  chief  commissary  of  snb- 
s{><tence.  Department  of  the 
Missouri. 

Purchasing  and  depot  commissary 
of  subtdstence  at  Atlanta.  Ga., 
chief  commissary  of  subsiiiteuce, 
Department  of  the  South. 

Depot  commissary  of  subsistence, 
at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans. 

Purchasing  and  depot  commi.'*sary 
of  subsititence  at  8au  Antonio, 
Tex.,  chief  commissary  of  sub- 
sistence. Department  of  Texas. 

Depot  cnmmisfarv  of  subsistence 
at  Cheyenne,  Wyo. 


Washington,  D.  C. 


Chicago,  111. 
New  York,  N.  Y 


Baltimore,  Md. 
San  Francisco,  CaL 

Saint  Louis,  Mo. 


Boston,  Mass. 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Do. 
New  York,  N.  Y. 

Omaha,  Nebr. 

Chicago,  HI. 
New  Orleans,  La. 

Washington.  D.  C. 

Prescott,  Ariz. 
Portland,  Greg. 

FortLeavea  worth ,  Kans. 

Atlanta,  Oa. 

FortLeavenworth,  Kans. 
San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Cheyenne,  Wyo. 
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Lint  of  officers  of  Ihe  SuhaisieuQe  Department^  United  States  Armyj  <['t'. — Continued. 


NameB,  rank,  &c. 


Commissaries  of  Subsistence— Continuetl. 

Captains. 
Cbarl«ra  McCIure bvt.  caj.,  Aug.  17,  '66 

Aa^irew  K.  Long bvt.  It.-col.,  Mar.  2,  '67 


Cbarie-i  P.  Eagan 


Frederick  F.  Whitehead.. bvt.  ranj.,  Mar.  2,  "67 
Jtha  F.Weston , 


Addretig. 


Purchasing  and  depot  comrai»'8ary 
of  8ub(iititence  at  Saint  PmuI, 
Minn.,  chief  commiMary  of  uub- 
8i»tence,  Department  of  Dakota. 

Transferring  his  dutieg  to  Lieut.* 
Col.  H.  P.  Clarke,  aKvlMtant  coni- 
misHary-general  of  8ub!»l»tence, 
and  making  up  his  retams  and 
accounts. 

PurcbaHing  anddepot  corami«ifiary 
of  Kubsisteuce  at  San  Francisco, 
Cal. 

Chief  commiKsftry  of  8ub»i$tence, 
District  of  New  Mexico. 

Pnrchnning  and  depot  commiftsary 
of  fiubHi»teuce  at  Sioux  City, 
Iowa. 


Saint  Paul,  Minn. 
Baltimore,  Md. 

San  Francisco,  Cal. 

Santa  F6,  N.  Mex. 
SIbux  City,  Iowa. 


Very  respeetfullv,  vonr  obedient  servant, 

R.  MACFEELY, 
Commissary -General  of  Subsisteure. 
Hon.  J.  D.  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War. 
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THE  SURGEOiN-GExNERAL. 


War  Department,  Surgeon-General's  Office, 

W^ashington,  October  1,  1876. 

Sir  :  I  have  tbe  houor  to  submit  tbe  following  statement  of  finances 
and  general  transactions  of  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Army  for  tbe 
fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1876: 

FINAXCIAL    STATEMENT. 

Appropriation  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  discharged  soldiers  under 
the  act  approved  July  5,  1862 : 

Bdanc©  July  1,1875 §7,644  10 

Balance  June  30,  1876 7,644  10 

Appropriation  for  the  Army  Medical  Museum  and  Library  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1876 : 

Ai^t  of  March  3,  1875 $10,000  00 

Diiibiirsed.  daring  the  year 9, 625  24 

Balance  June  30,  1F76 374  76 

Appropriation  for  completing  the  first  edition  of  the  Medical  and 
Sargical  History  of  the  War,  act  of  June  8,  1872 : 

Balance  July  1, 1875 $13,279  60 

Transferred  to  second  edition $10, 000  00 

Disbursed  daring  the  year 1,420  41 

11,420  41 

Balance  July  30,  1876 1.859  39 

Appropriation  for  preparing:  a  second  edition  of  the  Medical  and 
Sargical  History  of  the  War,  act  of  June  23, 1874  : 

Balance  Julv  1,  1875 $40,088  75 

Transferred  from  first  edition 10,000  00 

t  50, 088  75 

t     Disborsed  daring  the  year 25,274  74 

( 

Balance  June  30, 1876 24,814  01 

Amonnt  expended  under  the  act  of  May  28,  1872,  to  provide  for  furnishing 

tmsseB  to  ruptured  soldiers §3,782  41 

Medical  and  hospital  department.    *'  Transfer  account :" 

Jaly  1,  1 875— balance $206,850  17 

JoDe  ^,  1*^(3 — transferred  since  July  1,  1875 41,451  45 

Jane  30,  1876 — balance  to  be  accounted  for 165,398  72 
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Medical  and  hospital  department.    "  Prior  to  July  1, 1870 :" 

July  1, 1875— balance $2,261  51 

June  30,  1876— diaburaed  since  July  1,  1875 2,213  14 

June  30, 1876— balance  to  be  accounted  for 4fi  37 

Medical  and  hospital  department.    "  Prior  to  July  1,  1871."    Re- 
appropriated  by  act  of  March  3, 1874 : 

July  1,1875— balance $16  25 

November  5, 1875 — disbursed 16  25 

Medical  and  hospital  department.    "Prior  to  July  1,  1871."    Re- 
appropriated  : 

June  10, 1876 — re-appropriated  by  act  approved  May  1, 187G |'2 

June  30, 1876 — disbursed  since  June  10, 1876 

Medical  and  hospital  department,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1872. 
Re-appropriated : 

May  10, 1876 — re-appropriated  by  act  approved  May  1, 1876 

May  19, 1876— disbursed 

Medical  and  hospital  department,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1873 : 

July  1, 1875— balance $16,000  00 

June  30, 1876 — disbursed  since  July  1,1875 

June 30, 1876— balance  to  be  accounted  for .--.., 16,000  00 

Medical  and  hospital  department,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1874 : 

July  1, 1875— balance $10,564  OT 

Remndments  since  July  1, 1875 «» 123  r)9 

Total  to  be  accounted  for 10,687  66 

June  30, 1876— disbursed  since  July  1, 1875 $245  38 

June  30, 1876— carried  to  surplus  fund 7, 326  08 

— 7,57146 

June  30,1876 — balance  to  be  accounted  for 3,116^ 

Medical  and  hospital  department,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1875 : 

July  1, 1875— balance $50,473  97 

Refundments  since  July  1,1875 370  06 

Total  to  be  accounted  for 50,844  03 

June  30, 1876— disbursed  since  July  1, 1875 48,915  93 

June  30, 1876— balance  to  be  accounted  for 1,928  10 

Medical  and  hospital  department,  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 : 

July  1 ,  1875— appropriated  by  act  approved  March  3, 1875 $200, 000  00 

Refundments  since  July  1, 1875 23  50 

Total  to  be  accounted  for 200,023  50 

June  30, 1876— disbursed  since  July  1, 1875 146,800  67 

*  Balance  to  be  accounted  for 53,223  83 

ARTIFICIAL  LIMBS  AND  APPLIANCES. 

The  number  of  trusses  issued  during  the  year  was  400. 

Number  of  artificial  limbs  and  apparatus  allowed  during  the  year: 

111  kind.      By  commuUtioB. 

Arms 14  893 

Hands 11 

Legs 519  1,510 

Feet 60 

Apparatus 12  876 

545  3.350 

*  This  entire  balance  will  be  required  to  meet  obligations  for  which  contracts  were  made  prior 
Julj  1, 1870. 


( 


SURGEON-GENERAL. 


317 


From  July  1,  1870,  to  June  30,  1875,  11,618  persons  received  orders^ 
for  artificial  limbs  or  apparatus  or  commutation  therefor,  making  11,775 
limbs  or  apparatus  in  all — showing  4,737  arms,  4,643  legs,  49  bands,  and 
126  feet  amputated,  and  1,589  arms,  615  legs,  4  hands  and  12  feet  disa- 
bled but  not  amputated. 

The  records  for  artificial  limbs  or  commutation  show  1  case  of  ampu- 
tation of  both  arms  and  both  legs,  33  of  both  arms,  41  of  both  legs,  1  of 
both  hands,  17  of  both  feet,  and  17  of  an  arm  and  a  leg. 

The  cost  of  famishing  artificial  limbs  and  appliances  daring  the  two  years 

eodioff  June  30,  1872,  was $607,738 

Under  tbe  five-year  law  there  have  been  re-issued  of  these  during  the  year 

ending  June  30,  1876 254,475 

LeaTJDg  a  balance  due  to  be  furnished  during  this  fiscal  year  of 353,263 

If  it  be  estimated  that  one-fourth  have  die<l H8,316 

The  amount  to  be  paid  during  this  year  will  be 264,947 

Under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  August  15,  1876,  cases  of  amputation  at 
or  above  the  elbow  or  knee,  previously  debarred  by  law,  became  entitled 
to  limbs  or  commutation  which  will  amount  to  about 200,000 

This  amount  of  $200,000  is  included  in  the  above  estimate,  as  nearly 
all  these  men  received  limbs  or  commutation  prior  to  June  30,  1872. 


HEALTH   OF   THE    ARMY    DURING    THE    FISCAL    YEAR    ENDING    JUNE. 

30,  1876. 

The  monthly  reports  of  sick  and  wounded  received  at  this  office  rep- 
resent an  average  mean  strength  of  21,681  white,  and  2,002  colored 
troops. 

Among  the  white  troops  the  total  number  of  cases  of  all  kinds  re- 
ported as  taken  on  the  sick-list  was  37,561,  being  at  the  rate  of  1,732  per 
I  thoQsand  of  mean  strength.  (This  is  about  seven  entries  on  sick-re- 
port during  the  year  for  every  four  men.)  Of  this  number,  32,495,  or 
U99  per  thousand  of  strength,  were  taken  on  sick-report  for  disease, 
aod  5,066,  or  233  per  thousand  of  strength,  for  wounds,  accidents,  and 
injories  of  all  kinds. 

The  average  number  constantly  on  sick-report  during  the  year  was 
H3,  or  43  per  thousand  of  mean  strength.    Of  these,  759,  or  35  per 
ihoasand  of  strength,  were  constantly  under  treatment  for  disease,  and 
1S4,  or  8  per  thousand  of  strength,  for  wounds,  accidents,  and  injuries. 
The  total  number  of  deaths  reported  from  all  causes  was  518,  or  24r 
per  thousand  of  mean  strength.    Of  these,  180,  or  8  per  thousand  of 
strength,  died  of  disease,  and  338,  or  16  per  thousand  of  strength,  of 
wounds,  accidents,  and  injuries. 
The  proportion  of  deaths  from  all  causes  to  cases  treated  was  1  to  73. 
The  total  number  of  white  soldiers  reported  to  have  been  discharged 
tbe service  on  *' surgeon's  certificate  of  disability''  was  561,  or  26  per 
tboasand  of  mean  strength. 

Among  the  colored  troops,  the  total  number  of  cases  of  all  kinds  re- 
ported was  3,462,  being  at  the  rate  of  1,729  per  thousand  of  mean 
strength.  Of  these,  2,941,  or  1,469  per  thousand  of  mean  strength,  were 
fases  of  disease,  and  521,  or  260  per  thousand  of  strength,  were  wounds, 
accidents,  and  injuries. 

The  average  number  constantly  on  sick-report  was  104,  or  52  per 
^boasand  of  mean  strength,  of  whom  82,  or  41  per  thousand,  were  uu- 
'J^T  treatment  for  disease,  and  22,  or  11  per  thousand,  for  wounds,  acci- 
^<'nt8,  and  injuries. 
The  total  number  of  deaths  reported  from  all  causes  was  26,  or  13- 
per  thousand  of  mean  strength.     Of  these,  16,  or  8  per  thousand  of 
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mean  strength,  died  of  disease,  and  10,  or  5  per  tboasand,  of  wonnds, 
accidents,  and  injuries.  The  proportion  of  deaths  from  all  causes  to 
cases  treated  was  1  to  133. 

The  total  number  of  colored  soldiers  reported  to  have  been  discharged 
on  *' surgeon's  certificate  of  disability"  was  53,  or  20  per  thousand  of 
mean  strength. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  the  health  of  the  Army  doriDg 
the  year  has  been  good,  and  the  mortality  from  disease  unusually  small. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  number  of  deaths  from  wounds  has  been  excep- 
tionally large.  The  figures  given  above  include  207  ofiicers  and  men 
killed  in  battle  or  skirmishes  with  hostile  Indians,  who  are  not  embraced 
in  the  number  of  cases  of  wounds,  accidents,  and  injuries  taken  on  sick- 
report.  Of  this  number,  15  commissioned  officers,  including  1  medical 
officer,  (Assistant  Surgeon  George  E.  Lord,  U.  JS.  Army,)  1  acting 
assistant  surgeon,  (James  M.  DeWolf,)  and  232  enlisted  men  fell  in  the 
action  on  the  Little  Big  Horn  Kiver  on  June  25. 

In  my  last  annual  report  I  referred  to  the  circumstances  under  which 
yellow  fever  made  its  appearance  at  Fort  Barrancas  during  July,  1815, 
and  stated  that  by  the  end  of  August  42  cases  and  19  deaths  bad 
occurred  among  the  officers  and  enlisted  men  stationed  at  the  post. 
No  further  cases  were  reported  during  September,  but  one  additional 
case  and  one  relapse  occurred  during  October,  both  of  whom  recovered. 
Besides  the  foregoing,  32  cases  and  10  deaths  were  reported  among  the 
families  of  the  officers  and  men  at  the  post,  so  that  tiie  total  number  of] 
cases  was  76,  of  whom  29  died. 

In  my  last  report  I  mentioned  that,  although  on  the  outbreak  of  the 
epidemic  a  considerable  part  of  the  garrison  was  promptly  removed  to 
Santa  liosa  Island,  cases  continued  to  occur  among  them,  as  well  as 
among  those  left  behind,  after  the  movement  was  eftected.  This  cir- 
cumstance, however,  is  not  in  conflict  with  the  experience  which  h»\ 
given  rise  to  the  well-established  policy  of  promptly  removing  any  gar- 
rison threatened  with  yellow  fever.to  a  healthy  locality.  Unfortunately, 
in  this  case  the  disease,  introduced  by  the  bark  Von  Moltke,  from 
Havana,  made  its  first  appearance  in  the  garrison  itself,  and  not  in  its 
vicinity;  and,  although  the  troops  were  moved  four  days  after  the 
recognition  of  the  first  case,  it  is  clear  that  many  of  them  must  have 
been  exposed  to  infection  before  they  left  the  ganison,  for  the  first 
case  appeared  July  18,  and  of  the  44  cases  which  were  reported  among 
the  troops,  40  occurred  before  the  1st  of  August. 

I  also  mentioned  in  my  last  annual  report  that  the  garrison  at  Key 
West  Barracks  had  been  removed  April  2, 1875,  to  Indian  Key,  Florida, 
and  had  entirely  escaped  the  fever,  although  2  cases  and  1  death  oc- 
curred in  the  small  detachment  left  in  charge  of  the  barracks  at  Key 
West.  Subsequently  to  my  report,  one  additional  (non-fatal)  case 
occurred  in  the  detachment  referred  to;  but  the  command  at  Indian 
Key  continued  exempt,  and  returned  in  good  health  to  Key  We^t  Bar- 
racks October  29. 

On  the  1st  of  October,  1875,  a  case  of  yellow  fever,  which  proved  J 
fatal  next  day,  was  recognized  in  the  hospital  of  Company  E,  Third 
Infantry,  at  Coushatta,  La.  The  greater  part  of  the  company  was 
promptly  moved,  October  2,  and  went  into  camp  at  Springville,  two 
miles  distant.  The  portion  of  the  command  thus  moved  entirely  escapeil; 
but  13  additional  cases  and  8  deaths  occurred  in  the  detachment  left  at 
Coushatta  with  the  hospital  and  company  property.  Three  of  the  laun- 
dresses also  had  the  fever,  and  one  of  them  died.  The  last  case  occurred 
Xovember  20,  and  the  last  death  November  23.     Assistant  Surgeon  K* 
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Barnett,  U.  S.  A.,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  hospital  during  this  epi- 
demic, reports  that  he  was  unable  to  ascertain  the  mode  of  its  introduc- 
tion. It  is  well  known,  however,  that  yellow  fever  had  been  prevailing 
as  an  epidemic  at  New  Orleans,  and  the  situation  of  this  post  on  the 
M  River  would  suggest  the  probability  of  the  importation  of  the  dis- 
ease from  that  place. 

Id  all,  61  cases  and  29  deaths  of  yellow  fever  occurred  among  the 
troops  during  the  summer  and  fall  of  1875,  and  these  are  embraced  in 
the  figures  given  above. 

Daring  the  present  season  no  cases  have  been  as  yet  reported. 

WORK  PERFORMED  IN  THE  RECORD  AND  PENSION  DIVISION. 

The  total  number  of  official  demands  upon  this  division  during  the 
fiscal  year  for  information  as  to  the  cause  of  death  in  the  case  of  deceased 
soldiers,  and  the  hospital-record  of  invalids,  was  25,406,  being  more 
than  5,000  in  excess  of  the  similar  applications  during  the  previous 
tell  year,  and  in  fact  being  the  largest  number  of  such  applications 
received  in  any  one  year  since  1868.  Five  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
aitj-five  cases  remained  unanswered  at  the  commencement  of  the  fiscal 
year,  making  31,171  cases  to  be  disposed  of  during  the  year.  Of  the 
new  cases,  18,936  were  from  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  6,083  from 
the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  and  387  from  miscellaneous  sources. 
Search  was  made,  and  replies  furnished  to  the  proper  authorities  in 
18^52  of  these  cases,  viz :  13,830  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions, 
iUi  to  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army,  and  378  to  miscellaneous 
applicants,  leaving  12,919  unsearched  cases  on  hand  on  the  1st  of  July, 
1876. 

Id  my  report  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1875, 1  commented  on 
the  extent  to  which  this  work  was  behindhand,  explained  that  its  condi- 
tion was  the  result  solely  of  inadequate  clerical  force,  and  remarked :  "  This 
nndesirable  state  of  affairs  must  continue,  unless  either  the  clerical 
force  is  increased  or  the  demands  upon  the  division  for  information  very 
coQgiderably  diminished."  It  will  be  seen  from  the  statement  just  made 
that,  instead  of  any  diminution  in  the  demands  of  this  class,  their  num- 
ber during  the  last  fiscal  year  was  fully  one-fourth  greater  than  during 
the  previous  year.  The  practical  result  of  this  has  been  that  official 
applications  for  information  of  the  class  mentioned  wait  at  least  nine 
mouths  after  they  are  received  in  this  division  before  their  turn  is 
reached,  and  just  applications  for  pension,  made  usually  by  needy 
widows  and  orphans,  are  delayed  for  that  time  in  this  office — a  delay 
which  would  not  occur  if  adequate  clerical  force  were  provided.  Under 
these  circumstances,  I  cannot  but  regret  that,  in  accordance  with  legis- 
btioD  adopted  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  the  clerical  force  of  this 
diTision  has  been  still  further  reduced  by  the  discharge  of  twenty-six 
elerks.  It  is  not  possible  for  the  remaining  clerks  to  do  a  larger  propor- 
tion of  work  than  hitherto.  The  task  of  searching  the  records  for  the 
information  asked  is  a  laborious  one,  and  cannot  be  hurried  without 
risk  of  oversights  and  mistakes.  With  the  present  wholly  inadequate 
fon»  the  work  must  rapidly  fall  still  further  behindhand,  unless  either 
the  number  of  these  demands  be  greatly  diminished  in  the  future,  for 
which  there  appears  to  be  no  reasonable  prospect  at  present,  or  the 
clerical  force  authorized  is  considerably  increased. 

Besides  the  foregoing,  certain  current  work  is  necessarily  performed 
i'«  the  record  and  pension  division.  During  the  last  fiscal  year  1,407 
Q^ouihly  meteorological   rei)orts   were  received  from  medical  officers. 
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Abstracts  of  these  were  entered  in  the  appropriate  record-books,  an 
the  originals  were  transmitted  to  the  Chief  Signal -OflBcer  of  the  Arm; 

Nine  hundred  and  two  reports  of  the  examination  of  recruits  wei 
received  and  filed,  it  not  being  possible,  with  the  present  clerical  foro 
to  undertake  their  discussion. 

Two  thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-one  monthly  reports  of  sick  an 
wounded  were  received  from  the  medical  officers  in  charge  of  the  var 
ous  posts  and  stations.  These  have  been  examined,  consolidated  o 
statistical  sheets  for  reference,  and'  the  deaths  and  discharges  entere 
in  the  alphabetical  registers. 

One  hundred  and  seventy- four  special  histories  of  interesting  medics 
cases  have  also  been  received  and  filed. 

DIVISION  OF  SURGICAL  RECORDS. 

The  work  of  this  division,  comprising  the  examination  and  tabulatio 
of  the  surgical  data  of  the  Army  for  the  current  year — the  continuatio 
of  the  surgical  portion  of  the  Medical  and  Surgical  History  of  the  War- 
and  the  compilation  of  descriptive  catalogues  of  the  surgical  and  ans 
tomical  materials  of  the  Army  Medical  Museum  have  b^n  prosecute 
with  a  reduced  clerical  force.  The  pressure  of  business  has  been  great 
owing  to  the  unusual  demands  for  information  arising  during  the  ceo 
tennial  year. 

Five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-six  names  were  returned  ii 
class  V  of  the  monthly  reports  of  sick  and  wounded,  as  cases  of  woundi 
accidents,  or  injuries.  There  were  348  deaths  from  violence,  principall; 
from  wounds  received  in  action,  a  proportion  of  14.6  per  thousand  o 
the  mean  strength  represented  on  the  monthly  reports  of  sick  an< 
wounded  of  the  Army. 

The  surgical  reports  received  from  the  various  posts  and  detachment 
of  the  Army  numbered  during  the  year  4,125,  of  which  1,529  were  fille< 
up  on  the  blank  forms  prescribed  by  regulations,  and  2,596  were  specia 
surgical  reports,  or  detailed  clinical  histories,  or  dissertations  on  vari 
ous  subjects  of  military  surgery.  All  of  these  have  been  examined 
indexed,  and  filed,  and  classified  in  such  shape  that  the  material  avail 
able  for  publication  is  readily  accessible  and  can  be  easily  edited. 

The  fatality  resulting  from  Indian  hostilities  during  the  3^ear  ba( 
been  unusually  great.  The  lists  of  wounded  and  classified  returns  <» 
killed  and  wounded  received  from  the  medical  officers  present  at  these 
engagements  were  generally  accompanied  \)y  narratives  of  the  ex 
peditions,  skirmishes,  and  more  serious  actions,  and  by  details  ol 
the  important  cases  of  injury  and  operative  interference.  These 
reports  were  from :  1.  Acting- Assistant  Surgeon  C.  H.  Hart, 
who,  in  his  monthly  report  from  Camp  Lewis,  Montana  Territory, 
for  July,  1875,  notes  the  deaths,  on  July  7,  of  3  privates  ol 
the  Seventh  Infantry,  from  shot-wounds  from  hostile  Indians.  % 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Francis  H.Atkins:  Report  of  engagement  oi 
Company  H,  Fifth  Cavalry,  with  hostile  Indians,  near  Buffalo  Statioo, 
Kansas,  October  27,  1875,  1  private  wounded.  3.  Assistant  Surgeon C 
E.  3Iunu,  U.  S.  A.,  chief  medical  officer  Big  Horn  expedition,  who  re- 
ports an  engagement  with  Ogallala  Dakota  Indians  during  the  montli 
of  March,  1876,  in  which  1  private  of  the  Second  and  3  of  the  Tbird 
Cavalry  were  killed,  and  1  corporal  and  3  privates  of  the  Second,  1- 
sergeant  of  the  Third  Cavalry,  1  private  of  the  Fourth  Infantry,  and  1- 
employe  of  the  quartermaster's  department  were  wounded.  4.  Acting 
Assistant  Surgeon  G.  W.  Towar,  in  his  monthly  report  from  Fort  Hart* 
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« 

mSj  Nebraska,  for  AprH,  1876,  rep<H*to  the  death  of  a  sergeant  of  the 
Twenty-third  Infantry  from  a  shot-perforation  of  the  lung,  received  in  a 
flgfat  witti  the  Indians.  5.  Assistant  Sargeon  H.  O.  Paulding,  in  his 
monthly  report  of  sick  and  wonnded  for  May,  1876,  notes  the  deaths  of 
2  privates  of  the  Second  Cavalry  and  of  1  quartermaster  employ^  on 
May  23d,  in  an  expedition  below  Fort  Pease,  Mont^tna  Territory,  on  the 
Yellowstone  Biver.  6.  Assistant  Surgeon  A.  Hartsuff,  U.  S.  A.,  medical 
director  Big  Horn  and  Yellowstone  expedition,  (command  of  General 
Orook,)  who  rei)orts  an  engageme'bt  on  Rosebud  Greek,  lViontana»Terri- 
to^,  June  17,  1876,  between  Gompanies  D,  E,  F,  I,  L,  and  M,  Third 
Cavalry,  and  Sioux  Indians.  Dr.  Hartsuff  forwarded  a  list  of  9  enlisted 
meD  killed  and  23  wounded  in  this  affair,  and  a  detailed  narrative  of  the 
expedition.  7.  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  W.  Williams,  XT.  S.  A.,  chief  med- 
ical officer  of  General  Terry's  command,  transmits  classified  returns  of 
wounds  and  injuries  in  Gompanies  A,  B,  G,  D,  E,  G,  H,  I,  K,  L,  and  M^ 
Seventh  Gavalry,  at  the  encounter  at  Little  Big  Horn,  Montana  Terri- 
tory, with  Sioux  Indians,  June  25  and  26,  1876,  which  show  that  in  the 
engagement  on  June  Ifoth,  in  the  commands  of  Colonel  Guster  and  Major 
Bene,  232  men  and  15  officers  and  1  acting  assistant  sargeon  were 
killed.  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  W.  Williams  further  reports  of  other  de- 
Uchments  in  General  Terry's  command,  in  engagements  on  June  25th 
ftod  26th,  59  enlisted  men  wounded,  of  whom  4  died  within  twenty- four 
hoars. 

To  the  material  collected  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30^ 
1875,  for  a  report  of  surgical  cases  treated  in  the  Army  during  the  period 
1871  to  1875, 1,607  cases  have  been  added,  making  a  total  now  collected 
of  4,093  surgical  cases,  comprising  1,727  injuries  of  the  head  and  neck^ 
S66  injuries  of  the  trunk,  1,111  injuries  of  the  extremities,  including  286 
amputations  and  24  excisions,' and  889  miscellaneous  injuries — a  mass  of 
valuable  surgical  information  well  worthy  of  publication. 

Surgical  statistics  of  the  war, — ^At  the  last  report,  histories  of  225,097 
surgical  cases  and  of  40,431  operations,  a  total  of  265,528  cases,  were  re- 
corded. During  the  past  year  2,001  cases  of  wounds  and  injuries  and 
71  cases  of  operations  have  been  added,  making  an  aggregate  of  267,700 
ibstracts  of  surgical  cases  now  registered.  Additional  information  in 
1^  cases  has  been  obtained  from  various  sources.  Indices  were 
learched  in  9,706  cases,  and  5,558  names  were  added  to  the  various  in> 
dices.  Six  thousand  five  hundred  and  thirteen  cases  were  searched  in 
the  record  and  pension  division  and  3,680  in  the  Pension  Office. 

From  the  examination  of  applications  for  commutation  for  artificial 
fimbs  considerable  additional  information  has  been  collected  and  tabu- 
lated. Of  amputations  of  the  leg  and  thigh  alone,  86  cases  not  pre- 
viously recorded  on  the  surgical  registers  were  discovered  and  entered. 

Whenever  the  examination  of  reports  of  operations  or  of  autopsies  in- 
dicated a  likelihood  that  pathological  material  of  value  might  have  been 
obaerred  but  not  forwarded,  letters  were  addressed  to  medical  officers 
reqaesting  the  transmission  of  such  specimens.  In  answer  to  31  letters 
of  this  kind,  14  pathological  specimens  were  received  at  the  museum. 
Begarding  various  surgical  reports  required  by  regulations,  it  may  here 
be  stated  that  since  the  promulgation  of  Gircnlar  Orders  No.  1,  Surgeon-  *" 
General's  Office,  May  26, 1876,  a  material  improvement  in  precision  in 
Preparation  and  promptness  of  transmission  of  such  documents  has  been 
observed.  Additional  information  has  been  found  and  recorded  in  689 
specimen  histiOries  and  254  histories  found  of  specimens  not  previously 
id^tified. 
21  w 
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ARMY  MEDIOAL  IMUSETJM. 

Seven  hnndred  and  forty-one  specimens  have  been  added  to  the  se^ 
eral  sections  daring  the  year. 

Surgical  aecHon, 

Speoimens  in  the  mnseam  Jnly  1, 1875 6,5^ 

1876 •6,6S 

Increaae  dnrifig  the  year 8 

Medical  section, 

Speoimens  in  the  mnaeum  Jnly  1,  1875 1,27! 

1876 1,351 

Increase  daring  the  year 71 

Microscopical  section, 

Speoimens  in  the  mnsenm  July  1, 1875 7,275 

1876 7,395 

Increase  during  the  year..- IK 

Anatomical  section. 

Specimens  in  the  mnsenm  July  1, 1875 1,25^ 

1876 1,571 

Increase  during  the  year 23^ 

Section  of  comparative  anatomy. 

Specimens  in  the  mnsenm  July  1, 1875 1,52S 

1876 1,5« 

Increase  daring  the  year &. 

Miscellaneous  section. 

Specimens  in  the  museum  July  1,  1875..: 24( 

Received,  246;  transferred,  167. 
Specimens  in  the  museum  July  1,  1876 3iS 

Increase  during  the  year 7S 

Fifteen  surgeons,  35  assistant  sargeons,  19  actiug  assistant  sargeous, 
7  staff  and  line  officers,  3  Kavy  officers,  2  hospital-stewards,  aod  59 
civil  practitioners  contributed  specimens  to  the  iDuseum.  There  were 
29,046  visitors  to  the  museum  during  the  year. 

Asst.  Surg.  William  J.  Wilson  contributed  samples  of  gold,  silver, 
and  copper  ores  found  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Bayard,  N.  M.  Fifteen 
photographs  representing  cases  of  pathological  interest  were  received 
and  added  to  the  collection  of  photographs.  Eight  hundred  and  ten 
negatives,  3,301  photographic  prints,  2  solar  prints,  and  204  positives 
of  surgical  subjects  were  prepared.  A  print  of  a  portrait  of  the  late 
Prof.  Jeffries  AVyman  was  presented  to  the  trustees  of  the  Peabody 
Museum,  at  Cambridge.  A  large  number  of  the  photographic  priuts 
above  referred  to  were  distributed  to  libraries  and  museums  at  hoio^ 
and  abroad.  Six  volumes  of  photographs  and  195  separate  photograpl^^ 
of  surgical  subjects,  2  sets,  each  of  12  volumes,  of  photographs,  24  sol* 

*A  iiiannacript  index  of  specinieiis  {So.  4720  to  6600)  aud  contributorB  to  the  surpcal  section,  Aff* 
Ifodical  Museum,  baa  been  pn^i)ared. 
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enlargemeuts,  and  50  transparencies  on  glass  representing  microscopical 
sabjects,  and  2  sets,  each  of  2  volames,  of  photographs  illustrating  the 
library  were  sent  to  the  Centennial  Exhibition  at  Philadelphia. 

LIBRART. 

Abont  2,000  volumes,  exclasive  of  pamphlets,  have  been  added  to  the 
library  daring  the  past  year.  The  sabject-catalogae,  to  which  reference 
was  made  in  my  last  annual  report,  is  now  nearly  completed,  and  during 
the  year  there  were  printed  and  distributed  a  few  copies  of  a  specimen 
famculus  of  this  catalogue,  which  were  issued  in  order  to  obtain  the  opin- 
ions of  those  competent  to  judge  as  to  whether  it  is  desirable  that  such  a 
work  shall  be  printed  and  distributed,  and  also  for  criticism  and  sug- 
gestions as  to  the  form  of  catalogue  which  would  be  most  acceptable 
aod  useful.  The  responses  in  the  form  of  editorials,  critical  notices, 
resolutions  of  medical  societies,  letters,  &c.,  have  been  so  numerous,  so 
fEiTorable  to  the  general  plan  adopted,  and  so  unanimous  in  the  expres- 
sion of  opinion  that  the  entire  work  ought  to  be  printed  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, as  being  of  great  value  to  medical  writers  and  teachers,  not  only  of 
this  country  but  throughout  the  world,  that  I  am  fully  warranted  in 
strongly  recommending  that  Congress  authorize  the  printing  of  the 
work  by  the  Government  Printer.  The  MS.  is  in  such  a  state  of  for- 
wardness that  copy  can  be  furnished  to  the  printer  within  a  month  after 
SQcb  authority  is  granted,  and  can  be  furnished  thereafter  as  rapidly  as 
the  proofs  can  be  properly  read. 

INTERNATIONAL  EXHIBITION  OF  1876. 

The  Medical  Department  of  the  Army  is  represented  by  a  display  in 
the  International  Exhibition  of  1876,  in  accordance  with  the  act  of 
Congress  providing  for  the  representation  in  that  exhibition  of  the  sev- 
eral Executive  Departments. 

March  31,  1875,  Asst.  Surg.  J.  J.  Woodward,  of  this  office,  was 
assigned  to  the  duty  of  collecting  and  arranging  the  materials  for  this 
display,  and  directed  to  report  to  Col.  S.  0.  Lyford,  chairman  of  the 
board  in  behalf  of  the  Executive  Departments.  Dr.  Woodward  has 
arranged  the  display  in  aecordance  with  the  plan  submitted  by  me  to 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  War,  May  5^  1874.  Four  classes  of  objects 
are  represented  either  by  the  objects  themselves,  by  models,  or  by  pho- 
tographs, viz:  1.  Hospitals.  2.  Medical  and  hospital  supplies.  3. 
Means  of  transporting  sick  and  wounded  soldiers.  4.  Methods  for 
the  systematic  study  of  the  diseases  and  injuries  of  soldiers,  with  a  view 
to  their  more  efficient  treatment. 

For  the  purposes  of  this  display  a  post-hospital  of  24  beds,  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  plans  adopted  by  the  War  Department  for  the 
ooDstruction  of  hospitals  of  that  number  of  beds  at  military  posts,  has 
been  erected  on  Belmont  avenue,  adjoining  the  Government  building  in 
the  Centennial  grounds.  This  hospital  serves  to  contain  most  of  the 
(Jther  objects  exhibited,  and  at  the  same  time  represents  the  system  of 
hospital  construction  adopted  in  the  United  States  Army  in  time  of 
peace.  The  general  hospitals  used  during  the  civil  war  are  represented 
by  a  number  of  models,  and  field-hospitals  by  three  hospital-tents 
pitched  in  the  adjoining  grounds.  Medical  and  hospital  supplies  are 
^presented  by  samples  of  all  the  articles  on  the  medical-supply  table 
of  the  Army,  including  hospital-furniture,  medicine,  surgical  insiru- 

inents  and  appliances,  &c.    The  means  of  transportation  are  represented 
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by  a  series  of  fall-sized  stretehers,  ambulances,  and  medicine-^ 
by  models  of  other  patterns,  and  by  models  of  the  hospital  tra 
vessels  employed  daring  the  civil  war.  The  methods  employed 
Department  for  the  systematic  stady  of  the  diseases  and  inji 
soldiers  are  represented  by  a  fall  set  of  the  blank  books  and  fori 
in  making  medical  and  sargical  reports,  by  catalogues,  specime 
photographs  from  the  Army  Medical  Maseam  and  the  library  of  t 
geon -General's  Office,  and  by  a  fall  set  of  the  pablications  of  t 
geon-Oeneral's  Office  on  medical  and  sargical  subjects. 

This  collection  has  been  visited  by  a  large  number  of  Ameri< 
foreign  physicians  and  surgeons,  as  well  as  by  crowds  of  other  ^ 
It  has  attracted  considerable  attention,  and  I  trust  will  not  m( 
of  service  in  making  known  the  character  of  the  work  of  the 
staff  of  the  Army,  but  will  also  be  the  means  of  eliciting  discuss 
correspondence  which  cannot  fail  to  exert  a  beneficial  effect 
future  usefulness  of  the  Medical  Department. 

MEDIOAL  AND   SURGICAL  HISTORY  OP  THE  WAR,  AND   OTHER 

PUBLICATIONS. 

A  second  issue  of  5,000  copies  of  Part  I,  volumes  1  and  2, 
Medical  and  Sargical  History  of  the  War,  authorized  by  an  a 
ing  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses,  &c.,  approved  M 

1875,  was  completed.  The  work  on  the  second  surgical  volume 
Medical  and  Surgical  History  of  the  War  was  also  completed,  th 
ing  being  advanced  392  pages,  from  page  632  to  the  concludin 
1024.    The  edition  of  this  volume  was  laid  before  Congress  ii 

1876.  Three  hundred  and  thirty-five  drawings  on  wood,  and  35< 
engravings  were  made  for  the  Medical  and  Surgical  History  of  tl 
A  report  on  a  plan  for  transporting  wounded  soldiers  oy  railway 
of  war,  56  pages,  was  prepared  and  printed,  as  well  as  a  series 
pamphlets  for  use  in  connection  with  the  exhibit  of  the  Medical  I 
ment  of  the  Army  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition,  viz:  list  of  skeler^ 
crania  in  the  section  of  comparative  anatomy  of  the  Army  Medi 
seum,  (52  pp.,  8*";)  description  of  models  of  hospital-cars,  (10  ] 
description  of  models  of  hospitals,  (22  pp.,  8°;)  description  of  xm 
hospital  steam-vessels,  (J2  pp.,  8°;)  description  of  Perot  &  Co.'i 
cine- wagon,  (16  pp.,  8**;)  description  of  the  United  States  Arm, 
cal  transportation-cart,  model  of  1876,  (16  pp.,  8";)  descriptioi 
lected  specimens  from  the  surgical  section  of  the  Army  Medical  M 
(22  pp.,  8*";)  check-list  of  preparations  and  objects  in  the  sec 
human  anatomy  of  the  Army  Medical  Museum,  (135  pp.,  8°;) 
microscopical  preparations  from  the  Army  Medical  Museum,  (7  ] 
and  description  of  selected  specimens  from  the  medical  section 
Army  Medical  Museum,  (21  pp.,  8^) 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  requirements  of  the  Army  as  to  medical  officers  during  t 
year  have  been  as  follows: 

Nomber  of  permaoeDt  posts 

Nimiber  of  temporary  posts  and  substatious 

Total 

Number  of  military  expeditions  sent  oat  during  the  year,  (including  tbe  comm 

of  Generals  Terry  and  Crook  now  in  the  field) 

Number  of  scouting  parties  sent  out  during  the  year 
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The  12  expeditions  required  the  services  of  39  medical  officers,  and 
with  the  48  scouting  parties,  48  medical  officers  were  on  daty. 

At  date  of  last  report  there  were  17  vacancies  in  the  Medical  Corps 
in  the  grade  of  assistant  sargeon. 

The  Army  medical  board  convened  in  New  York  City  has  continned 
in  session  daring  the  past  year,  and  have  examined  49  candidates  for 
appointment  in  the  Medical  Corps,  of  whom  9  were  found  qualified  and 
approved,  and  were  appointed  and  commissioned  assistant  surgeons, 
August  5,  1876. 

'Die  following  is  a  recapitulation  of  the  work  done  by  the  Army  med- 
ieal  boards  in  New  York  City  and  San  Francisco  since  August  4,  1874, 
date  on  which  they  were  convened : 


Komberof  assistant  snrgeoDS  examined  for  promotion 49 

Namber  of  candidates  for  appointment  in  the  Medical  Qorpe  invited  for  examina- 

tioD 222 

Nombor  of  candidates  fonnd  qtaalified *50 

Komberof  candidates  rejected 75 

Komberof  candidates  physically  disqualified 11 

Komber  of  candidates  who  withdrew  after  partial  examination 39 

Total  namher  examined 175 

Komber  of  candidates  who  failed  to  appear  for  examination 19 

Komber  of  candidates  who  declined  to  appear  for  examination 28 

Total  nomher  invited  hnt  not  examined 47 

(The  board  in  San  Francisco  was  dissolved  January  28, 1875.) 

During  the  past  year  3  assistant  surgeons  have  resigned;  1  surgeon,  1 
SQT^eoD,  (retired,)  and  3  assistant  surgeons  have  died ;  1  assistant  sur- 
geon is  reported  missing  in  action,  (and  was  probably  killed;)  1  surgeon 
h&  been  retired  from  active  service,  and  14  assistant  surgeons  have 
been  promoted  to  the  grade  of  surgeon.  By  the  act  of  Congress  ap- 
proTed  June  26, 1876,  the  number  of  assistant  surgeons  was  reduced 
from  150  to  125.  There  are  at  present  4  vacancies  in  the  grade  of  assist- 
ant surgeon. 

Through  inquiries  and  correspondence  with  this  office,  it  has  already 
become  apparent  that  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June  26, 1876,  giv- 
ing increased  rank  to  the  senior  medical  officers,  will  prove  beneficial  to 
the  corps  in  ofifering  higher  inducements  to  competent  physicians  to 
enter  it.  The  large  proportion  of  rejected  to  approved  candidates,  as 
shown  in  this  report,  is  strong  evidence  of  the  absolute  necessity  that 
eiUted  for  this  measure. 

In  one  of  the  most  important  divisions  of  this  office  its  work  is  para- 
lyzed by  the  reduction  of  an  already  insufficient  clerical  force,  and  the 
^irearage  of  cases  awaiting  information  for  the  guidance  of  the  Pension 
Bureau  in  its  decisions  will,  it  is  feared,  cause  great  distress  to  claim- 
^ts  for  the  benefit  of  the  very  liberal  pension  laws,  who  are  thus  delayed 
indefinitely  in  the  prosecution  of  their  claims.  An  increase  of  fifty 
^erks  of  class  1  (or  authority  to  select  and  enlist  fifty  hospital-stewards 
feduty  in  this  office)  will  be  required  for  two  years  to  bring  the  busi- 
of  the  record  and  pension  division  up  to  date. 

J.  K.  BARNES, 
Surgeon- Oeneral  J7.  8.  A. 

The  Hon.  SiECBBTAby  of  Wab. 

*0ne  of  whom  was  not  appointed. 
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Paymaster  Genebal's  Office, 

Washington^  October  10,  1876. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  my  annual  report  of  the  transactions 
of  the  Pav  Department  of  the  Army  for  the  last  fiscal  year,  ending 
Jane  30, 1876. 

Tabular  statements  herewith  inclosed  show  in  detail  the  fiscal  opera- 
tions of  the  Department  for  that  year,  concisely  stated  as  follows : 

RECEIFTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS. 

Balanoe  in  bands  of  Paymasters  July  1, 1875 $1,137,912  16 

Amount  received  from  Treasury 13, 125,412  35 

Amount  of  soldiers' deposits  received 435,912  68 

Amount  of  paymastenr  coUectioDS 433,623  95 

Total  to  be  accounted  for 15,132,861  14 

Aceoonted  for  as  follows: 
Disbursements : 

To  Regular  Armv $12,305,697  63 

To  Military  Academy 218,707  56 

To  volunteers  on  Treasury  certificates 475, 576  59 

Total  disbursements 12,999,981  78 

Snrplns  funds  deposited  in  Treasury 8, 094  84 

Paymasters' collections  deposited  in  Treasury 433, 143  81 

Balance  in  hands  of  paymasters  June  30, 1876,  to  be 

accounted  for  in  next  report 1,691,640  71 

Total : 15,132,861  14 

In  rendering  my  annual  report,  it  is  nataral  that  I  should  allude 
briefly'  to  projects  originating  in  the  House  of  Eepresentatives  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  pro|K)sing  fundamental  changes  in  the  organ- 
ization of  this  Department. 

I  will  first  refer  to  the  proposition  in  the  Army  appropriation  bill, 
which  did  not  become  a  law,  to  drop  ten  paymasters  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
Bary  uext.  It  is  my  duty  to  state  that  the  public  service  will  not  per- 
mit of  such  a  reduction,  and  to  reiterate  that  the  number  (fifty)  of  pay- 
masters fixed  ^y  the  act  of  March  2, 1875,  was  and  is  required  to  meet . 
the  absolute  wants  of  the  public  service.  The  number  required  is  de- 
termined by  the  necessity  of  their  being  distributed  geographically. 
Any  reduction  recently  made  in  the  number  of  enlisted  men  has  not 
diminished  the  number  of  remote  posts.  To  show  how  these  paymas- 
ters are  employed,  I  append  to  this  report  a  copy  (marked  "A^)  of  my 
tetter  of  22d  June  last  to  the  Hon.  W.  B.  Allison,  of  the  Committee  on 
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Appropriationfi,  United  States  Senate,  accompanied  with  a  tabulated 
statement  (marked  "B")  showing  "the  posts  visited,  time  consumed,and 
number  of  miles  traveled  by  each  officer  of  the  Pay  Department  in 
making  the  regular  bi-monthly  payments  to  troops."  It  will  be  seen 
how  actively  the  corps  is  employed.  Their  physical  condition  is  seen 
by  the  fact  of  only  two  officers  being  absent  sick.  There  is  not  a  com- 
pany in  the  Army  that,  for  the  same  numbers,  would  not  generally  have 
more  than  that  number  sick  in  hospital  at  any  one  date. 

Looking  at  the  past  history  of  the  Army,  in  1837  there  were  17  pay- 
masters but  ouly  13  regiments;  in  1860,25  paymasters  and  19  re^- 
ments;  now,  50  paymasters  and  40  regiments  in  the  service.  If  the 
number  of  paymasters  now  is  near  three  times  as  great  as  in  1837,  the 
number  of  regiments  is  more  than  three  times  greater;  if  it  is  doabled 
since  1860,  the  number  of  regiments  is  more  than  doubled.  Besides,  it 
should  be  remembered  that  our  frontier  in  1837  was  confined  to  a 
region  east  of  Kansas,  and  the  completion  of  the  Pacific  Railroad  since 
1860  has  greatly  enlarged  and  ramified  our  military  occupation. 

I  must  also  enter  my  respectful  protest  against  the  scheme  of  H.  B. 
bill  2935  for  a  gradual  reduction  of  the  force  of  paymasters  to  thirty, 
with  provision  that  the  majors  and  captains  of  a  new  '*  Department  of 
Supplies"  may,  '*  in  addition  to  their  duties  proper, be  assigned  to  duty 
as  paymasters  when  the  demands  of  the  service  so  require." 

My  objection  to  this  proposition  is  that  the  duties  and  studies  of  the 
two  Departments  are  diverse,  and  thauto  become  decently  versed  in  the 
interpretations  of  law  and  regulations  pertaining  to  one  of  them  gives 
ample  occupation  to  the  aptest  and  most  industrious  officer.  Indeed,  it 
is  certain  that  one  or  the  other  of  the  classes  of  duties  referred  to  would 
deteriorate  and  become  neglected,  and,  in  time  of  war,  could  not  be 
discharged. 

This  experiment,  to  a  certain  extent,  of  consolidation  of  staff  duties 
has  been  recently  tried,  and  has  failed,  in  the  British  army.  A  nev 
department,  named  the  "  Department  of  Control,"  was  established  by  a 
royal  warrant  of  12th  November,  1869,  and,  by  a  warrant  of  1st  January 
1876,  was  abolished,  after  a  trial  of  six  years. 

Our  staflf  has  been  the  growth  of  time  and  of  the  wars  occurring  in  oui 
history,  and  it  is  believed  that  the  more  the  subject  is  investigated! 
will  be  found  that  the  present  subdivision  of  duties  should  be  main 
'  tained,  and  that  it  best  promotes  thorough  efficiency,  economy,  stric 
interpretation  and  execution  of  the  laws,  and  prompt  accountability 
Consolidation  would  create  divided  responsibility  and  inevitable  delays 
But  I  will  not  say  much  here  on  this  subject,  as  it  will  be  my  dnty  t^ 
present  to  the  commission  on  re-organization  my  views  more  in  detail 
I  will  barely  add  that  I  am  forced  to  deny  any  necessity  for  "  reform  o 
re  organization,''  when  the  statistics  of  the  Pay  Department  show  tha 
during  the  late  war,  in  which  it  disbursed  $1,100,000,000,  the  defalca 
tions  and  losses  of  all  kinds  were  less  than  one-tenth  of  1  per  cent.,  am 
the  cost  of  paying  the  troops,  including  expenses,  defalcations,  am 
losses  of  all  kinds,  was  less  than  six  millions,  or  less  than  three-fourth 
of  1  per  cent,  of  the  whole  amount  disbursed. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  also,  that  since  I  assumed  charge  of  this  office 
from  the  1st  of  January,  1872,  to  the  30th  June,  1876,  the  disbursement 
of  the  Pay  Department  have  been  about  $59,289,000,  and  the  only  de 
falcation  was  that  of  Maj.  V.  S.  Eggleston,  of  $1,2,337.  (It  isexpectei 
that  the  sureties  of  that  officer  will  make  good  this  amount,  in  wbict 
case  no  loss  to  the  United  States  has  occurred.)  The  only  loss  was— bj 
wreck  of  steamer  neat  Vancouver's  Island — of  $2,124,  in  hands  od 
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paymaster  drowned  at  the  time.  This  is  .024  of  1  per  cent,  of  the  total. 
Daring  the  same  period,  the  entire  expense  of  making  these  disburse- 
ments has  averaged  a  little  more  thau  1^  per  cent. 

On  the  25th  of  November,  1821,  Daniel  Parker,  then  Paymaster-Gen- 
eral, said  in  his  annual  report:  "The  whole  expense  of  paying  the 
Armj  will  not  in  the  future,  under  the  present  arrangements,  exceed  2J 
per  centum  on  the  moneys  disbursed,  which  is  the  usual  mercantile 
commission  between  individuals."  This  was  doubtless  said  in  view  ol 
the  fact  that  the  statistics  had  shown  that  from  1812  to  1816  (during 
that  war  against  Great  Britaiu)  the  entire  cost  of  paying  the  troops  had 
reached  4.36  per  centum  on  the  amount  disbursed.  Of  this,  near  3  per 
centiHii  were  defalcations  !  When  the  latter  were  more  than  twice  the 
whole  expense  of  paying  the  troops,  (by  the  method  of  paying  by  com- 
pany commanders,  &c.,)  no  wonder  some  new  and  more  reliable  system 
was  sought. 

If  it  is  thought  that  this  is  the  iteration  of  statistics  often  before  an- 
Donnced,  my  repljr  is  that  the  word  "  reform"  in  the  act  of  July  24, 1876, 
may,  iu  the  fashion  of  the  hour,  have  an  odious  significance,  by  which 
silence  might  be  misinterpreted.  The  staff  should  stand  ready  to  throw 
fall  light  on  its  entire  history,  present  and  past,  and  its  present  status 
will  thus  be  best  vindicated.  As  a  bill  passed  one  House  at  the  recent 
^ssion  to  transfer  the  Indian  Bureau  to  the  War  Department,  and  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  in  the  House  reported  unanimously  a  bill  to 
transfer  the  Pension  Bureau  to  the  War  Department,  it  is  not  believed 
that  the  word  "reform"  iu  this  conne<5tion  can  be  intended  to  have  the 
nntoward  meaning  referred  to. 

I  cannot  suppose  that  any  serious  design  exists  to  deny  ordinary  pro- 
motiou  to  this  Department,  for,  if  I  did,  I  would  be  justified  in  the  use 
of  the  strongest  words  of  protest.  The  interdict  of  section  1194  of  the 
Bevised  Statutes,  forbidding,  "  until  otherwise  directed  by  law,''  ap- 
poiDtoieuts  and  promotions  in  the  staff,  now  only  applies  to  the  Pay 
De])artnient,  it  having  been  repealed  during  the  last  four  years  in  refer- 
ence to  every  other  branch  of  the  staff.  No  vacancies  as  they  occur  can 
DOW  be  filled,  except  those  in  the  grade  of  major,  as  authorized  by  the 
act  of  March  2,  1875.  The  two  vacancies  in  the  grade  of  lieuten- 
ant-colonel, or  deputy  paymaster-general,  have  not  been  filled.  One 
occurred  January  1,  1872,  by  the  retirement  of  Lieut.  Col.  H.  Leonard ; 
the  other  occurred  March  5, 1873,  by  the  death  of  Lieut.  Col.  C.  H.  Fry. 
The  two  senior  paymasters  should  be  promoted  to  these  vacancies. 
One  is  now  chief  paymaster  Department  of  the  Missouri,  the  other, 
chief  iu  the  Division  of  the  Pacific.  Any  army  organization  without 
JQ8t  and  regular  promotion  will  stagnate,  and  I  would  thus  emphatically 
represent  the  iLJustice  of  longer  delaying,  to  those  very  worthy  officers, 
their  well-earned  promotion. 

•Id  connection  with  this  subject,  it  is  proper  to  notice  that  while  this 
Department  does  not  receive  the  promotions  (quite  moderate  and  limitc^d, 
comparatively,)  provided  by  existing  laws,  additions  have,  iu  the  last 
few  years,  been  made  to  the  number  of  officers  of  like  grades  in  the 
Medical  and  Subsistence  Departments.  By  the  act  of  June  26,  1876, 
the  Medical  Department  has  five  more  colonels  and  five  more  lieutenant- 
colonels  than  were  given  by  the  act  of  July  28,  1866.  The  Subsistence 
Department,  by  the  act  of  June  23,  1874,  has  one  more  lieutenant  col- 
onel than  was  given  by  the  aot  of  July  28,  1866.  I  do  not  call  in  ques- 
tion the  grounds  advanced  in  the  memorial  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  of  1873,  as  to  the  justice  and  propriety  of  an  increase  in 
the  number  in  the  higher  grades  of  the  Medical  Department ;  but  it  is 
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claimed  that  every  word  of  that  memorial  justly  applies  to  this  Depart 
meDt,  the  senior  officers  of  which  have  as  legitimate  claims  as  those  o 
the  Medical  Department.  A.  whole  corps  is  stimulated  by  such  promo 
tiou.  The  ambition  to  perform  faithfully  and  efficiently  his  duty  is  the 
first  aim  of  the  true  soldier,  and  the  Government  should  take  care  that 
some  advancement  shall,  in  the  course  of  years,  follow  such  a  career. 

The  act  of  July  24, 1876,  provides  for  mileage  being  paid,  but  denies 
it  for  travel  over  what  are  styled  "  free  roads,^  and  makes  the  rate  ^ 
cents  per  mile.  I  submit  the  propriety  of  restoring  it  to  10  cents  per 
mile,  and  rescinding  the  iK)rtion  forbidding  mileage  being  paid  for 
travel "  on  any  railroad  on  which  the  troops  of  the  United  States  are 
entitled  to  be  transported  free  of  charge.^  The  number  of  miles  over 
these  roads  f49  in  number)  reaches  the  total  of  about  7,840.  To  travel 
over  these,  the  officer  must  obtain  transportation  orders  from  the  Qaar- 
termaster's  Department.  They  lie  mainly  in  a  region  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, over  which  there  will  always  be  a  large  share  of  the  travel  of 
officers  of  the  Army  on  public  business.  There  are  extraordinary  ex- 
penses of  travel,  beyond  the  bare  railroad  fare.  It  was  always  the 
theory  that  if  10  cents  a  mile  was  paid  it  would  cover  a  large  portion 
of  those  extraordinary  CKpenses.  But  considering  the  necessity,  accord- 
ing to  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service,  of  frequent  removals,  it  will 
be  quite  onerous  if  bare  transportation,  and  no  other  portion  of  the  ex- 
penses of  travel,  is  thus  furnished  to  the  officer.  For  the  reasons  as- 
signed in  my  last  annual  report,  mileage  is  still  preferred  to  the  system 
of  "actual  "expenses"  enacted  by  th^law  of  June  16,  1874.  Bat  no 
such  limitations  to  payment  of  mileage  were  before  established  or  con- 
templated, and  I  trust  that^  upon  mature  consideration,  it  will  be  foand 
just  and  reasonable  that  they  should  be  removed. 

The  "annuity  scheme"  was  favorably  referred  to  in  the  last  annual 
message  of  the  President,  and  I  will  hope  that  it  may  yet  receive  the 
favorable  action  of  Congress.  The  number  of  widows  and  orphans 
made  by  the  deaths  of  those  gallant  officers  (for  whose  demise  the  whole 
country  mourns)  killed  in  battle  in  the  recent  Indiaa  campaigns  has 
brought  vividly  home  to  us  the  utility  and  beneficence  of  such  provis- 
ion as  would  thus  have  been  made  by  the  voluntary  action  of  the  offi- 
cers. It  is  not  proposed  as  a  substitute  for  the  pension  system,  hot  as 
a  machinery  to  encourage  officers  in  such  provident  precautions. 

In  1874  I  made  a  carefully-prepared  table  of  the  mortality  in  each 
year,  for  fifty  years,  among  the  officers  of  the  Army,  including  those 
.killed  in  battle.     It  amounted  to  an  average,  annually,  of  24,1  per  1,000 
men.    I  append  this  table  to  this  report.     (See  Appendix  marked  C) 
It  will  show  that  the  average  mortality,  in  the  long  periods  of  time,  is 
not  comparatively  large.    But  based  on  these  very  statistics,  the  tables 
of  annuity  survivorship  could  be  calculated,  rendering  it  perfectly  safe 
for  the  Government  to  adopt  the  system.    The  table  being  calculated 
on  the  survivorship  principle,  it  is  true  that  if  the  heir  or  nominee  dies 
before  the  officer,  the  money  paid  remains  in  the  Treasury.    But  on 
this  very  account  the  payments  will  be  less  than  in  ordinary  insurance. 
That  eminent  scientist,  Prof.  W.  H.  O.  Bartlett,  late  professor  at  West 
Point,  and  who  has  recently  made  the  subject  his  study,  with  all  th® 
appliances  of  recent  investigation  in  the  science  of  probabilities,  ^^ 
ready  to  prepare  for  the  War  Department  the  necessary  tables.    0^^ 
and  those  well  informed  say  that  the  insurance  companies  look  fava^ 
ably  on  the  plan,  as  not  in  real  conflict  or  competition  with  them,  hO 
only  calculated  to  turn,  more  and  more,  large  masses  of  the  people  t 
think  of  their  obligations  to  provide  for  their  families. 
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Stated  briefly  the  scheme  is  this :  an  officer  by  voluntary  monthly  de- 
stioDs  from  his  pay  could  thereby  secure  a  certain  annuity  to  his  heir 
nominee  after  his  death.  Being  monthly,  the  payments  would  be 
oparatively  imperceptible. 

f  insurance  companies  can  make  money  in  paying  annuities,  the 
rernment  can  at  least  protect  itself  from  loss,  which  is  all  it  would 
h.  But  it  might,  for  the  next  thirty  years,  be  entitled  a  scheme  to 
i  money  in  the  Treasury.  The  average  age  of  officers  of  the  Army 
p  be  assumed  to  be  about  thirty-eight  years,  and  the  expectancy  of 
for  that  age  is  about  twenty-nine  years. 

"has,  for  that  period,  if  two  hundred  and  fifty  officers  went  into  the 
eme,  paying  into  the  Treasury  an  average  of  $20  per  month,  or  $240 
annum,  this  would  amount  to  $60,000  per  annum,  or,  in  thirty  years, 
11,800,000.  The  great  mass  of  annuities  would  not  commence  until 
ard  the  termination  of  that  period ;  though  of  course  they  would 
in  to  be  paid,  from  time  to  time,  every  year  after  the  system  went  into 
ration.  The  burden  of  repayments  or  of  annuities  would  therefore 
net  by  the  next  generation. 

)'hen  the  wise,  benevolent,  and  beneficent  purpose  of  this  annuity 
me  is  remembered,  (calculated  to  elevate  the  Army  and  Increase  its 
iency.)  it  is  hoped  that  Congress  can  consent  to  this  mode  of  now 
enishing  our  coffers,  when  the  ultimate  outlay  it  will  impose  will 
npon  a  future  more  propitious  period  of  our  national  finances, 
recommend  that  the  grades  of  company  quartermaster-sergeant, 
icer,  and  wagoner  be  abolished,  or  that  the  benefits  of  the  act  of 
•  15,  1872,  (sections  1280,  1281,  1282,  and  1283,  Revised  Statutes,) 
lid  justly  be  extended  to  them.  As  a  stimulus  to  the  non-compiis- 
ed  officers,  I  recommend  that  section  22  of  H.  E.  bill  2935  be  adopted. 
;ives  to  sergeant-majors  and  regimental  quartermaster-sergeants 
per  month,  and  to  first  sergeants  $30  per  month, 
recommend  that  paymasters'  clerks  receive,  by  law,  either  an  increase 
ay  or  an  allowance  of  fuel  and  quarters.  Their  pay  is  inadequate, 
unfavorably  in  contrast  with  that  of  clerks  of  the  other  staff  depart- 
ts.    The  latter  do  not  have  more  difficult  or  arduous  duties,  and 

are  not  half  as  dangerous.  1  must,  in  this  connection,  refer  to  the 
h,  on  the  22d  of  May,  1876,  of  a  paymaster's  clerk,  Mr.  Louis  R. 
icer,  a  native  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  killed  by  robbers,  in  defense  of 
lie  funds,  while  accompanying  his  chief  on  a  pay-tour  in  Northern 
fomia.  His  conduct  and  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties  have  re- 
ed handsome  tributes  from  two  paymasters  with  whom  he  had 
ed.  The  mode  of  his  death  merits  this  record,  exhibiting  the  hazards 
or  profession. 

tie  amount  received  from  deposits  of  soldiers  during  the  last  year 
$435,912.68.    The  amount  deposited  during  the  previous  fiscal  year 

$325,255.80.  The  number  of  soldiers  availing  themselves  of  the 
em  has  increased,  but  the  average  amount  of  each  deposit  has  di- 
ished.    It  is  fair  to  suppose  that  the  favorable  influence  of  the  sys- 

continues,  as  the  number  of  desertions  in  the  Army  during  the  fiscal 
r  ending  30th  June,  1876,  were  1,832  as  contrasted  with  2,521,  the 
iber  occurriug  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  30th  June,  1875.  The 
mnt  of  deposits  still  remaining  unpaid  at  the  end  of  the  last  fiscal 
r  was  $636,098.63. 

tis  my  duty  to  represent  that  the  diminution  (twelve  clerks)  in  the 
rical  force  of  this  office,  by  the  act  of  August  15, 1876,  (legislative, 
««tive,  and  judicial  appropriation  bill,)  cripples  the  execution  of  the 
>lic  business,  and  does  not  leave  this  Department  in  a  position 
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promptly  to  answer  the  calls  which  are  made  upon  it.    I  recommend  an 
increase  of  at  least  five  clerks  beyond  the  present  force. 

The  records  of  this  office  are  very  valuable,  and  indispensable  to  en- 
able the  Government  to  do  justice  to  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  late 
war,  but  the  building  now  occupied  for  the  Paymaster-General's  Office, 
though  the  best  for  the  purpose  which  could  be  found,  (and  obtained 
at  a  rent  of  $1,500  less  per  annum  than  the  old  building,)  is  in  the 
midst  of  a  block,  where  there  is  considerable  danger  of  fire.  I  have 
ordered  every  precaution  to  be  taken  against  the  occurrence  of  fires,  but 
I  desire  to  urge  the  importance  of  ample  appropriations  for  the  speedy 
completion  of  the  new  War  Department  edifice,  so  that  this  office  may- 
be removed  to  a  fire- proof  building. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

BENJ.  ALYORD, 
Paymaster-Oeneral  United  States  Army. 

To  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  War, 

(Through  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army.) 
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Paymaster-General^s  Office,  June  22, 1876. 

^ :  The  Cbtfirman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  said  that  you  would  have 
chii)^  of  the  Army  appropriation  bill,  (H.  R.  3717,)  passed  by  the  Honse  on  19th 
iiuumt,  and  desired  me  to  see  yon. 

I  wish  to  enter  mv  protest  against  the  clanse  on  page  7,  under  head  of  Pay  Depart- 
m^t,  providing  "  that  after  the  1st  January  next  there  shall  be  no  m  re  than  forty 
pajmasters  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States;  the  reduction  being  made  by  dropping 
fim  the  rolls  the  junior  commissions  until  the  maximum  of  forty  is  reached.^' 

The  number  of  paymasters  (fifty)  provided  by  the  act  of  March  2,  1875,  is  required 
fofche  proper  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office.  I  wish,  therefore,  respectfully  to 
protest  against  the  reduction. 

The  ten  junior  paymasters  are  Maiors  Wilson,  J.  E.  Blaine,  Eckels,  Roche,  Towar, 
Towler,  Thomburgh,  Maynadier,  Broahead,  and  William  Arthur.  They  are  stationed 
OQ  the  frontier,  in  Montana,  Texas,  New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Oregon,  New  Orleans, 
Kebnska,  and  California,  doing  important  and  faithful  work. 

liocloee  herewith  a  table  ^ftatinghow  all  the  fifty  paymasters  are  employed,  ^'show- 
ing  poets  visited,  time  consumed,  and  miles  traveled  by  each  officer  of  tne  Pay  Depart- 
Offlt,  United  States  Army,  in  making  the  regular  bimonthly  payments  to  troops.'^ 
This  table  shows  how  they  are  distributed  in  departments,  and  how  fully  they  are 
ooropied. 

The  remote  posts  will  be  maintained,  whatever  the  organization,  whatever  the  re^ 
doctions  in  the  number  of  troops,  thus  rendering  necessary  the  same  number  of  pay- 
aasten.     I  wish  also  to  call  your  attention  to  an  odious  discrimination  against  the 
/xaymasters  in  this  proposed  reduction. 

Those  ten  paymasters  are  not  offered  the  alternative  of  being  discharged  with  one 
j^r's  pay.     On  page  4,  it  will  be  noticed  that,  in  the  proposed  reduction  of  the  num- 
ber of  regiments,  no  officers  of  the  line  are  mastered  out,  and  they  are  to  receive  on 
application  "an  honorable  discharge,  with  one  year's  pay.^    Nor  is  there  a  provision, 
as  in  General  Banning's  bill,  for  gradual  reductions  as  fast  as  vacancies  occur. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

BENJ'N  ALVORD, 
Paymaater-Generalf  Untied  States  Army, 
Hod.  Wm.  B.  Allison, 

CknnmUtee  on  AppropriatiovSf  United  States  Senate. 
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Appendix  C. 

[From  proceeding  of  the  American  AMOclation  for  the  AdTancement  of  Science,*Bartford  meeting,  Aug.,  1874. 

Mortality  in  each  year  among  the  officers  of  the  Army  (including  those  kilM  in  hattU)  foi 
fifty  years,  from  1824  to  1873,  as  derived  from  the  Army  Begisters. 

[By  Oen.  Benj.  Alvord,  Paymagter-Qeneral,  U.  S.  A.] 
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Statement  showing  the  amount  in  the  hands  of  each  of  the  dishursing-officers  of 
Treasury^  or  turned  over  by  other  agents,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  k 
in  the  IVeasury  ;  and  the  balance  remaining  in  the  hands  of  paymasters^  to  be  acco  i 


DUbarging-officers. 


Assistant  Patmasters-Okn- 
XKAL,  {ColontU.) 


Brown,  N.  W  ... 
McClure,  Daniel. 
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Fatmasters,  {Majori.) 

Prince,  Henry 

Woods,  Samael 

Seward,  A.  H 

Febiger,  George  L 

Pratt,  H.C 

Smith,  Simeon 

Smith,  Rodney 

Eaton,  Joseph  H 

Potter,  J.  B.M 

Rncker,  W.  A 

Johnston.  W.H 

Oibson,  Yf.  R. .........  ........ 

Spragne,  Charles  J 

Halsey,  Thomas  H 

Rochester,  W.  B 

Reese,  H.  B 

Vedder.  N 

Judd,  E.D 

Smith,  William 

1  erreii,  o.  n. .•••..•.....•..... 

Stanton,  T.  H 

Glenn,  George  B 

NichoUs,  J.  W 

Clarke,  R.  D 

Nelson,  J.H 

Wingard,C.W 

Canby,  J.  P 

Candee,  George  W 

Brooke,  E.  H 

Dewey,  LO 

Carey,  A.B 

Gould,  W.P 

Taylor,  D 

Bridgman,  F 

Coxe,  F.M 

Bates,  A.E 

Willard,  John  P 

Wilson,  CI 

Blaine,  John  E 

Eckels,  W.H 

Roche,  James  B.. 

A  o  TV  ar,  £kt  o  •..■•...... 

Towler,  R.  H 

Thomburgh.  T.  T 

Maynadier,  W.M 

Brodhead,  J.  A.* 

Arthnr,  William,  jr.t..., 
Meigs,  M.C.I 


$198.358  23 
24, 131  75 


92,837  58 


117, 627  90 
41,419  72 


41  17 
73,666  21 


64,928  50 

160  88 

5, 083  45 


94.235  67 

12,491  94 

2, 176  48 

5,666  91 


3, 927  75 
11,498  55 

5,620  04 
21,802  55 
35,451  60 
28,862  45 

2.148  13 
37, 161  38 


»••••• 


Total 


11,784  58 

1,611  99 

11.681  14 

21,328  66 


17.667  69 
67.394  36 
24,554  50 
335  17 
12,968  30 


4, 693  96 

2,498  67 

3.709  90 

28.816  27 

25,237  97 


17, 428  79 
5,000  00 
1,371  49 


333  69 


1. 137, 912  16 


$2, 515. 822  35 
970, 000  00 


1, 626. 500  00 

865.190  00 

89.500  00 

1,274,300  00 


1, 145, 000  00 
222,500  00 


395,750  00 

"39,256' 66' 


1, 245. 000  00 
318,500  00 


30,000  00 


240, 000  00 
'734,'666"i& 


620.000  00 


100,000  00 
261,500  00 


60,000  00 
342,000  00 


13,125.412  35 


s 

• 

g 

•0 

£  * 

sa 

soldiers' 
its. 

3^ 

0  0, 

a 

0 

a 

0 

0 

a     - 

B 

•< 

< 

$145. 679  44 
3,117  39 


47.414  39 
118.692  16 
625,402  02 

83, 193  81 
508,226  58 

85,636  43 
288.333  06 
349, 249  28 
130, 574  45 
454, 014  84 

63,299  59 
222,125  00 
188, 170  03 
173, 074  82 
155,053  67 
451.404  .32 
226,685  24 

81,292  96 

82,500  00 
512, 524  66 
318,386  92 
413.683  92 
155, 271  25 
2, 524  48 
433.833  54 
111,690  13 
121,752  47 

97, 258  46 
1,080,000  00 
268, 473  44 
414,705  44 
256,000  00 
3^180  09 
392.644  49 
148, 090  27 
3  03 
308,832  82 
260,724  94 
377,200  00 
229,508  74 
265,767  64 
244.601  35 

50,562  56 
221,035  00 
147.341  09 
242, 151  21 
229.063  43 

86,907  50 
878,681  55 

14.500  00 


12,529,039  92 


Balance  reported  In  pa3rmaBten'  hands  on  statement  lo  Jnne  30,  1875. 

Balance  taken  np  on  statement  to  Jane  dO,  1876 

Amount  omitted,  (MaJ.  V.  S.  Eggleston's  balance,)  pay.  &c,  1874.... 


$4,106  35  ^1 
982  33  < 


2,9.10 

474 

1.600 

2,816 

4.103 

12,522 

11,373 

12,033 

7,676 

1,349 

7.099 

6,350 

1,133 

5.905 

4,723 

100 

2,099 

30, 716 

9,949 

21,029 

8,753 


GO 
63 
50 
33 
99 
40 
07 
25 
60 
94 
08 
20 
26 
26 
07 
00 
02 
72 
67 
15 
19 


810  45 

5.358  63 

7,055  64 

7. 419  33 

1.786  63 

25,325  77 

90,380  22 

14,693  66 

22  15 

12,658  75 

14,292  21 

1,538  00 

81,350  63 

13.867  81 

12, 842  98 

19, 423  64 

8,611  01 

10,757  70 

17. 438  68 

9.711  18 

5,838  32 

13, 345  57 

16,903  00 

10,013  00 

5,639  17 


3 
3, 

10, 
8, 
8. 

12. 
4, 

SO. 
2, 
7, 

4. 

9, 
6, 
6. 

9. 

2. 

1, 
25. 
10. 
22, 

4, 


3. 
4, 
5, 

11. 

11. 

12, 

11. 

I 

12. 
10. 

1, 
16, 
15. 

8.: 
1^' 
14, 

9, 
12. 

9, 

3. 
12. 

9. 

3. 

8, 


435.912  68     433, 


,1,137, 

■  i      12, 

iU50i 


^Appointed  July  25,  1875.       tAppointed  July  26,  1875.       iQuartermaster-General.  United  States  i 
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U,  and  unaccounted  for  on  the  Ul  of  July,  1875;  theanwunt  remitted  to  each  from  the 
vunted  for  by  accounts  and  vouchers  of  expenditures^  or  by  transfer  or  replacement 
fiscal  year. 


46 

66 


86 
35 
34 
85 
52 
98 
09 
93 
31 
95 
70 
20 
27 
57 
25 
77 
36 
37 
37 
88 
76 
54 
14 
61 
88 
62 
20 
35 
96 
43 
90 
60 
74 
22 
36 
97 
82 
71 
73 
40 
35 
64 
BS 
87 
70 
06 
40 
65 
3S 
94 

06 

56 


56 


$1  64 


166  67 


69  11 


2  00 


1,616  96 


43  36 


3  10 
6,193  06 


o 
SB 

*  5 

•< 


2: 

•5 

a 
« 

N 

u 


•9 

«  3 
*»  3 
«  >» 

O 

a 

< 


$10,587  10 
349  19 


684  89 

570  19 

3,284  82 

3, 962  69 

10. 133  44 

8, 177  05 

8.582  83 

12.  046  25 

4,869  29 

30.517  98 

2,878  06 

7,342  26 

4,783  49 

9.  974  61 

6.204  84 

6.903  28 

9. 322  05 

2.381  66 

1.042  80 

25.206  46 

10.394  62 

22,664  87 

4,930  25 


5. 018  51 

3.846  86 

4.073  51 

5,736  57 

11,059  05 

11,362  56 

13,500  54 

11,563  25 

854  14 

13, 453  48 

10, 784  71 

1,606  64 

16, 737  37 

15,555  00 

8.393  94 

18,676  13 

14,739  43 

9. 495  68 

13.993  5U 

9,438  90 

3,950  89 

13. 839  79 

9.715  97 

3.633  15 

6,339  60 

16  85 


6. 094  64  I  433. 143  81 


$591,557  70   $2,158,380  25 
30,001  67  I  9R638  16 


63. 1S5  14 
7, 096  3:1 
385,337  16 
253.354  17 
498.  628  50 
152.872  22 
260.880  54 
180, 139  09 
179. 308  89 
430,854  58 

71,553  37 
910,037  09 
434,301  60 
248,704  92 
143. 030  63 
ai9, 685  32 
176,  217  95 

84,084  15 

90.  652  48 
355,389  74 
317, 874  43 
428,  346  91 
204, 449  05 


1.  616, 

839. 

425. 

1.  H6, 

11. 

1, 080, 

247, 

181. 

346. 

35, 

39, 


027  25 
158  35 
690  77 
033  99 
129  47 
621  71 
202  89 
632  59 
955  01 
354  39 
115  80 


675, 
113. 
116, 
97, 
1.071. 
875, 
398, 
855, 
554, 
361, 
194, 
857, 
814, 
807, 
338, 
316, 
835. 
188. 
813. 

109. 
307, 
324. 
93. 
163, 
8, 


252  63 
334  15 
716  18 
753  47 
866  07 
741  41 
769  94 
629  41 
906  77 
625  74 
376  34 
836  16 
656  50 
736  91 
786  15 
597  68 
445  57 
879  13 
643  50 
744  48 
311  01 
469  47 
333  35 
958  50 
177  00 
641  61 


1,045. 

261. 

14, 

63. 

92, 

5, 

117. 

33. 

41. 

811, 

4. 

372, 

3. 

15, 

6. 

1. 

500, 
16. 
66, 

11. 
109, 

21, 

116, 

4, 

9. 
103, 

in, 

34, 
45. 
10. 
31. 
9, 
17. 


876  90 
710  04 
822  57 
539  71 
227  97 
100  00 
445  15 
993  39 
123  15 
817  76 
325  29 
672  61 
912  43 
500  00 
839  46 
291  04 
000  00 
881  23 
510  00 
100  00 
687  83 
814  76 
339  41 
600  00 
584  95 
406  61 
735  00 
450  39 
067  64 
459  75 
330  33 
500  00 
036  30 
115  57 
743  18 
800  00 
798  99 


a 
o 
o 

OB 
C  "O 

i" 

3 

o 


$2, 760. 525  05 
998, 580  66 


1,680. 
846. 
814. 

1.403. 
519, 

1,941, 
516. 
373. 
531, 
486, 
113. 
217, 

1,484. 

520. 

164. 

410, 

207. 

86. 

97, 

498, 

351, 

492, 

420, 

4. 

1,054, 
119, 
138, 
109. 

1,086, 
891. 
406, 
867, 

1,056, 
391, 
373, 
870, 
340. 
844, 
365, 
839, 
859, 
301, 
343, 
815, 
156, 
830, 
855, 
99. 
189, 
14, 


003  95 
824  87 
312  75 
350  85 

960  52 
670  98 

666  26 
817  93 
133  19 
726  95 
547  23 
379  35 

961  99 

391  57 
058  04 
128  31 
767  97 
565  81 
140  37 
589  59 

392  20 
829  54 
704  59 
672  61 
794  74 
581  01 
631  15 
780  08 
947  12 
985  19 
780  48 
891  66 
450  74 
093  98 
503  36 
443  60 
930  82 
698  53 
814  09 
734  09 
295  90 
234  50 
966  41 

667  38 
197  60 
424  83 
682  40 
591  74 
208  69 
849  94 


en  S  . 

lis 

S  Q  (3 

< 


$144, 023  41 


87. 433  91 

137.  627  48 

84, 433  59 


60,519  83 
'76,362"  12 


4.640  47 
13.  437  85 
54,386  28 


510  81 

59. 753  46 

32, 962  39 

1,136  56 


105. 478  29 
9,141  56 


17, 112  55 


156.623  14 

1.314  61 

6.035  05 

8.246  27 

18.059  64 

34.505  84 

40.805  73 

38,631  94 


51,817  94 


7, 173  17 


^ 


1, 343  19 
.480  64 
31.594  31 
58.836  45 
48.656  14 
79. 087  44 
41. 930  49 
3,333  10 
39,883  23 


1,161  91 
103,341  63 


12,999.981  78  i  12,529,039  92  '  25,970.260  35  |  1,691,640  71 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  VISITORS. 


REPORT 

OF 

THE   BOARD  OF   VISITORS, 

JUNE,  1876. 


Major  GeDeral  Charles  Devens,  Jr.,  President 

M.  H.  Buckham,  President  of  the  UniveFsity  of  Vermont,  Secretary. 

Henry  C.  Cameron,  Ph.  D.,  D.  D.,  Professor  in  the  College  of  New 
Jersey. 

Kev.  G.  D.  Carrow,  D.  D.,  of  Pennsylvania. 

Maj.  B.  P.  Hammond,  of  California. 

Ber.  A.  N.  Ogden,  of  Lotdsiana. 

J.  W.  Sterling,  LL,  D.,  Vice-President  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin. 

Hon.  John  J.  Patterson,  United  States  Senator  from  South  Carolina. 

Hon.  Theodore  P.  Eandolph,  United  States  Senator  from  New  Jersey. 

Hod.  Henry  E.  Harris,  Member  of  House  of  Eepresentatives  from 
Georgia. 

Hon.  William  A.  Wheeler,  Member  of  House  of  Eepresentatives  from 
New  York. 

Hon.  Alpheus  S.  Williams,  Member  of  Hoase  of  Eepresentatives  from 
Michigan. 

West  Point,  June  30, 1876. 

The  board  of  visitors,  appointed  to  attend  the  annual  examination  of 
the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  herewith  submit  their  report,  in 
ocmformity  with  the  act  of  Congress  requiring  them  "  to  report  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  for  the  information  of  Congress,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  succeeding  session,  the  actual  state  of  the  discipline, 
instruction,  police,  administration,  fiscal  affairs,  and  other  concerns  of 
the  institution." 
The  members  of  the  board,  in  view  of  the  public  discussion  to  which 
l^e  affairs  of  the  academy  had  been  recently  subjected,  assembled  under 
an  impression  of  the  unusual  importance  of  their  duties,  and  with  the 
intention  of  making  their  investigations  thorough  and  impartial.  All 
tlie  members  were  present  at  an  early  stage  of  the  work.  Most  of  them 
^ere  in  almost  constant  attendance  during  the  entire  examination  of 
tie  first  class.  The  evenings  were  occupied  in  committee-work  and  in 
conference  with  members  of  the  academic  board.  Every  means  was 
ttsed  for  getting  full  information  and  reaching  well-matured  judgments 
on  all  the  topics  committed  to  the  supervision  of  the  board.  It  is  due 
also  to  the  superintendent  and  to  all  the  instructors  and  oflScers  of  the 
academy  to  say  that  they  not  only  treated  the  members  of  the  board 
^th  the  utmost  courtesy,  which,  though  expected  from  high-bred  sol- 
di«8,  was  none  the  less  gratifying,  but  seconded  the  work  of  investiga- 
tion into  their  several  departments  with  admirable  earnestness  and  sin- 
cerity. 
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GENERAL  IMPRESSIONS. 

Before  passing  on  to  the  more  detailed  accoant  of  their  investigations, 
the  board  desire  to  express  the  high  estimate  they  formed  of  the  ability 
and  faithfulness  of  the  professors,  the  thoroughness  of  the  iostractioD, 
the  efficiency  of  the  discipline,  and  the  excellent  morale  of  the  corps  of 
cadets.    In  particular  they  wish  to  put  on  record  their  very  high  appre- 
ciation of  the  services  rendered  to  the  academy  by  the  superintendent, 
whose  broad  and  well-balanced  views  of  the  claims  of  the  different  de- 
partments and  studies  have  won  for  him  a  commanding  respect  from  the 
academic  board,  and  whose  mingled  firmness  and  kindness  in  discipline 
have  given  marked  success  to  his  administration.    To  him,  as  the  con- 
trolling head,  is  due  no  small  share  of  the  high  repute  which  the  acad- 
emy enjoys  as  its  management  passes  from  his  hands  to  those  of  the 
gallant  soldier  who  succeeds  him.    And  this  well-deserved  praise  need 
not  detract  from  the  credit  due  to  other  members  of  the  academic  staf. 
Several  members  of  the  board  of  visitors  have  had  the  opportauity  of 
comparing  the  gentlemen  at  the  head  of  the  difierent  departments  with 
men  in  similar  positions  in  other  institutions  of  this  country  and  Europe, 
and  it  is  their  testimony  that  an  abler  body  of  men,  taken  as  a  whole, 
or  men  more  thoroughly  qualified  to  instruct  in  their  several  specialties, 
it  would  be  difficult  to  find  in  any  institution  of  learning. 

FISCAL  AFFAIRS. 

The  following  exhibit,  taken  from  books  of  the  jsuperintendent^s  office, 
will  show  the  appropriations  and  expenditures  for  the  support  of  the    c 
academy,  under  their  various  heads,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  Y  ' 
1876. 


rJ 


Heads  of  appropriations. 


1.  For  additional  pay  of  officers,  and  for  pay  of  instmctors,  professors,  cadets, 

and  masicians" 

2.  Current  and  ordinary  expenses : 

For  repairs  and  improTements 

Forfael  and  apparatas 

For  gas-pipes,  gasometers,  and  retorts  

For  niel  for  cadets'  mess-liaU,  shops,  and  laondry 

For  postage  and  telegrams 

For  stationery 

For  transportation  of  materials,  discharged  cadets,  and  ferriages 

For  printing,  type,  materials  for  office,  diplomas,  registers,  and  blanks.. 

For  compensation  to  pressman  and  lithographer,  $50  each 

For  clerk  to  disbarsing-officer  and  quartermaster 

For  clerk  to  adjutant 

For  clerk  to  treasurer 

For  department  of  instrmotion  in  mathematics 

For  department  of  artillery,  cavalry,  and  Infantry  tactics 

For  department  of  cItU  and  military  engineering 

For  department  of  chemistry,  mineralogy,  and  geology 

For  department  of  natural  and  experimental  philosophy 

For  department  of  practical  military  engineering 

For  department  of  French ^ 

For  department  of  Spanish 

For  department  of  drawing 

For  departinent  of  law  

For  department  of  ordnance  and  gunnery 

For  expenses  of  the  board  of  Tisitom 


Appropriated. 


$335,000  00 


Expendei 


Total. 


3. 


Miscellaneous  items  and  tatcidantal  expenses : 

For  gas,  coal-oil,  Slc^  for  lighting  academy,  mess-hall,  hospital,  &e... 

For  water-pipes,  plumbing,  and  repairs , 

For  cleaning  public  building,  (not  quartern) , 

For  brooms,  brushes,  tubs,  pails,  soap,  and  cloths , 

For  chalk,  crayons,  sponge,  slates,  and  rubbers  for  recitation-rooms  ... 

For  compensation  of  chapel  organist 

For  compensation  of  librarian 


22.500  00 

14,000  00 

600  00 

3,500  00 

300  00 

600  00 

1,600  00 

900  00 

100  00 

1,650  00 

1,500  00 

1,500  00 

80  00 

970  00 

3,100  00 

3,800  00 

5.950  00 

200  00 

900  00 

50  00 

420  00 

100  00 

600  00 

4.200  00 


$179,918  « 


22,I89CS 

13,99815 

S97  4i 

3,4999 

299  90 

586  06 

1, 785  64 

744  W 

50  00 

1,650  00 

1.500  00 

LSOOOO 

30  90 

876  C6 

981 « 

9,740^ 

1,849  69 

158  « 

18810 

948 

378  08 

99  93 

593  31 

3,597  38 


^ 


68,680  00 


4,000  00 
2,000  00 
560  00 
800  00 
100  00 
200  00 
120  00 


60,154  78 


8,«47  51 
2. 000  00 
549  00 
194  9B 
lOOOO 
900  00 
120  00 


*  The  amount  $179,918.43  Is  that  paid  to  cade'f.    The  salary  of  offlcerf,  professors,  and  mnsiciaiu  i>  V^ 
by  the  Pay  Department  of  the  ATmyta3i4L\«Tio\\Bk,«\i'avQu>3(i%VkWiksQf  the  academy. 
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Heads  of  appropriation!. 


I  Appropriated.      Expended. 


1  Ifteeenaoeooi  itemi  and  incidental  expensei — Continaed. 

For  compenNation  of  non-commisfioned  officer  in  cbarg^e  of  mechanics  . . 

For  eoopensation  of  soldier,  writing  in  adjutant's  office 

For  pay  of  enffineer  of  beating  and  ventilating  apparatus 

For  pay  of  assistant  engineer 

For  pay  of  five  firemen 

For  increase  and  expense  of  library 

For  pay  of  librarian's  assistant 

For  contingencies  for  superintendent 

For  fomitore  for  cadet  hospital  and  repairs 

For  printing  catalogue  of  library 

For  renewing  ftimitare  for  academic  section  rooms  and  offices 

For  paper  and  periodicals  for  cadet  hospital 

For  carpeting  and  repairs  to  chapel  for  cadeti^  officers,  Slc 


#50  00 

50  00 

l,5fi0  00 

720  00 
3.200  00 
2,000  00 
1.000  00 
1,000  00 

100  00 

700  00 

1,000  00 

60  00 

1,000  00 


150  00 

50  00 

1,.V)0  00 

720  00 

1,848  00 

2,034  81 

1,000  00 

999  70 

98  06 

693  10 

1,000  00 

60  00 

997  29 


Total. 


Building  and  grounds : 

For  repairing  roads  and  paths 

For  continuing  superstructure  of  new  hospital  for  cadets 

For  eontinuing  construction  of  sewerage  frum  barracks  and  quarters.. 

For  repairs  to  reservoirs  and  increai>ing  capacif  ies 

For  construction  of  school-bouse  for  soldiers'  children,  and  furniture.. 
For  parapet  wall  on  road  along  cliff  leading  to  south  wharf 


18.560  00 


Total. 


*  Grand  total. 


500  00 

30.000  00 

3.000  00 

500  00 
8,000  00 

500  00 


42.500  00 


18, 102  05 


499  99 

29,999  51 

3,000  00 

499  53 
8,000  00 

500  00 


42,  499  03 


364, 740  00 


300,674  29 


'From  th«i  balance  unexpended  a  few  small  payments  have  yet  to  be  made  for  contracts  not  yet  completed. 

A  committee  of  the  board  made  a  careful  examination  of  the  books, 
^ccoants,  and  vouchers  in  the  superintendent's  office,  and  found  them 
kept  systematically  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  guard  against  error  or 
Aaod,  so  far  as  the  system  of  book-keeping  employed  will  permit.  The 
lH)ard  are  of  opinion,  however,  that  the  single-entry  method  does  not 
furnish  the  requisite  checks  and  safeguards  for  accounts  so  extensive  in 
sunount  and  so  various  in  kind.  They  therefore  recommend  a  change  to 
the  double-entry  system. 

Considering  the  ability  secured  and  the  unusual  expense  of  living  at 
the  post,  the  board  regard  the  salaries  of  the  professors  as  not  extrava- 
gant. The  ^'  longevity  pay,"  so  called,  or  the  added  allowance  for  every 
five  years  of  service,  after  a  certain  period,  the  board  consider— one 
member  dissenting — as  just  in  principle  and  wholesome  in  effect,  being 
both  an  incentive  to  fidelity  and  a  reward  for  meritorious  service,  and 
they  therefore  recommend  its  continuance. 

The  board  are  unable  to  see  how  the  academy  can,  without  loss,  dis- 
pense with  the  services  of  any  of  the  clerks  at  present  employed.  They 
advise  against  any  reduction  of  the  clerical  force. 

For  the  benefit  of  their  successors  and  for  the  credit  of  the  govern- 
ment, the  board  recommend  that  the  presen  t  law  compelling  members 
to  render  every  small  item  of  expense  in  traveling  to  and  from  their 
homes  to  the  post  be  modified  so  as  to  give  members  of  the  board  of 
visitors  the  mileage  allowed  to  members  of  Congress  serving  on  special 
committees.  If  gentlemen  competent  to  render  the  service  expected  of 
visitors  at  West  Point  give  their  time  to  the  Government  without  com- 
pensation, they  should  at  least  have  their  traveling  expenses  paid,  with- 
out being  annoyed  by  the  petty  requirements  of  existing  laws. 


BUILDINGS  AND  GROUNDS. 


Most  of  the  buildings  belonging  to  the  post  are  well  constructed,  dura- 
ble, and  kept  in  repair  at  a  moderate  outlay.    The  average  cost  ot 
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repairs,  estimated  upon  theorigiDal  cost  of  the  building,  does  notes 
one  and  a  half  per  cent.  The  delay  in  completing  the  new  hospiU 
constructing  a  reservoir,  and  providing  a  system  of  sewerage,  shoal 
only  temporary.  All  these  constructions,  though  not  absolutely  n 
sary,  are,  for  reasons  of  health  and  economy,  highly  desirable,  and  o 
to  be  proceeded  with  at  the  earliest  moment  when  the  condition  o1 
Federal  Treasury  will  permit.    The  grounds  are  in  excellent  condit 

DlSCirLINE, 

The  tirst  impression  received  by  those  who  come  to  West  Point  fron 

free  life  of  a  literary  institution  or  from  the  amenities  of  a  home  is 

the  discipline  is  unnecessarily  severe,  and  the  life  of  the  cadet  01 

almost  unrelieved  hardship.     Subsequent  reflection  on  the  pee 

character  of*  the  military  service,  to  which  this  cadet-life  is  prej 

tory,  and  further  acquaintance  with  the  system  as  a  whole,  11 

rially  change  this  first  impression.    It  is  true  that  the  discipline  is  s 

and  unyielding ;  no  other  would  make  thorough  soldiers.    The  U 

the  cadet  is  one  of  hardships ;  but  the  young  men  become  robust  ii 

daring  them,  and  soon  learn  to  make  light  of  them.    The  board  ^ 

met  by  complaints  from  parents  and  friends  of  cadets — in  no  case  i 

ca<le{s  themselves — that  slight  offenses  were  visited  with  extreme 

ishments;  in  short,  that  the  code  of  the  academy  was  Draconian  in 

ing  to  distinguish  between  peccadilloes  and  crimes.    A  committ 

the  board  took  pains  to  trace  out,  through  the  records  in  the  adjab 

office,  every  case  which  was  brought  to  their  attention,  and  while  1 

were,  of  course,  unable  to  arrive  at  the  exact  merits  of  individual  a 

they  were  convinced  that  the  discipline,  as  a  whole,  is  characterizec 

fairness  and  moderation,  the  demands  of  the  military  service  being 

sidered.    The  results  of  the  system,  in  the  opinion  of  the  board,  an 

justify  it.    The  fine  physical  development  secured ;  the  erect  card 

the  open,  ingenuous  face  and  frank  manners,  contrasting  delighti 

with  the  hard,  dissipated  look  of  so  many  unrestrained  youth ;  the 

ferential  courtesy  which  so  well  became  the  manly  bearing,  and  whi( 

seemed  so  easy  to  render ;  the  promptness  and  precision  in  infai 

exercises,  the  dash  and  brilliancy  in  cavalry  drill ;  and,  in  general, 

manhood  secured,  physical,  intellectual,  and  moral,  vindicate^  in 

main,  the  system  of  discipline  pursued  as  admirably  accomplishiog 

end  for  which  it  is  designed.   To  carry  out  such  a  system,  however,  ^ 

firmness,  discretion,  and  even-handed  justice,  requires  ver^-  rare  qualil 

both  intellectual  and  moral,  in  every  person  associated  in  its  respo 

bilities,  from  the  commandant  down  to  the  orderly  for  the  day.    Wl 

therefore,  the  commendation  of  the  board  given  to  the  general  result 

the  system  is  a  commendation  also  of  those  who  were  charged  with 

difficult  duty  of  carrying  out  the  system,  the  board  would  feel  that  t 

had  not  done  their  duty  if  they  failed  to  urge  strongly  the  necessit.^ 

exercising  the  utmost  care  in  the  selection  of  the  younger  tactical  oflict 

whose  personal  character,  as  well  as  their  soldierl^^  qualities,  sho 

carry  respect  where  their  position  confers  official  authority. 

COMMISSARY  DEPARTMENT. 

A  committee  of  the  board  went  carefully  through  the  various  deta 
of  this  department  and  found  it  in  a  state  of  commendable  efficient 
The  methods  of  procuring  the  requisite  material,  the  processes  of  ma 
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ire  and  repair,  the  character  of  the  articles  sapplied  and  their  cost, 
cb  as  to  call  for  no  comment  from  the  board  except  in  the  way  of 
Fal. 

MESS. 

eated  inspections  of  the  mess,  and  carefal  inquiries  into  the  way 
(^h  the  purveying,  cooking,  and  serving  are  condacted,  satisfied  the 
that  the  cade&  table  is,  in  general,  wholesome  and  abundant, 
leming  it  safe  to  rely  on  the  character  of  the  mess  while  it  was 
bo  inspection  at  any  meal,  the  members  of  the  b  lard  encouraged 
lets  to  furnish  them  with  any  information,  which,  for  the  proper 
rge  of  its  duties,  the  board  ought  to  possess.  From  information 
iven,  verified  so  far  as  the  nature  of  the  case  would  admit,  the 
same  to  the  conclusion  that  while  the  failures  to  provide  the  palat- 
id  nourishing  food  which  such  young  men  require,  are  rare  and 
ional,  their  recorrence  is  possibly  not  sufficiently  guarded  against 
present  system  of  inspection  and  reporting.  An  article  of  food 
ot  be  **  unsuitable  for  use,"  [Beg.  267,]  and  the  cadet  may  not 
t  worth  while  to  make  himself  responsible  for  reporting  it,  while 
'  still  not  be  such  as  it  should  be,  palatable  and  nutritious.  The 
the  table  to  cadets,  about  $20  per  month,  should  ensure  an 
ince  of  plain,  wholesome  food^  well  cooked  and  neatly  served, 
ard  are  of  the  opinion  that  such  a  table  is  generally  furnished. 


THE  CORPS  OP  CADETS, 

iswer  to  inquiries  made  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
ktes  famished  by  the  Academy  to  the  Army,  and  the  ratio  of 
^tes  to  the  number  appointed  in  each  year,  and  to  the  number 
ed  after  examination,  the  board  were  furnished  with  the  follow- 
tistics : 

t  fhowing  the  number  of  candidates  far  oadelship  appointed  to  the  United  States  MiU 
Itarjf  Academy f  number  admittedf  and  number  graduated  fvom  1B50  to  1676. 


Years. 

• 

«s 

s 

1 

* 

t 

•*» 

s 
'S 

1 

a 

p 

Number  at  close  of 
first  year. 

Number  at  close  of 
seoond  year. 

Number  at  close  of 
third  year. 

i 

P 

1 

Satio  of  gradoated 
to  appointed. 

Ratio  of  graduated 
to  admitted. 

01 

90 
140 
108 
130 
192 
155 
188 
154 

90 
72 
74 
65 
76 
95 

118 
89 

121 
98 

57 
33 
49 
45 
47 
64 
87 
56 
79 

53 
S9 
43 
39 
39 
56 

47 

40 
27 
36 
38 
36 
47 
74 

40 
87 
36 
37 
34 
45 

.44 

.32 
.40 
.26 
.31 
.35 

.44 

'€ 

.37 

.49 

.57 

.45 

.47 

Braff  ^  .................................... 

133 

90 

37 

.35 

.45 

' 

the  colomn  *'  Nomber  appointed  "  are  exclnded  all  those  reiecteil  by  the  medical  board,  those 
^pointments  were  canceled,  those  whe  declined  their  appointments,  and  those  who  failed  to 
n  that  the  difference  between  this  colnnin  and  that  headed  "  Nnniber  admitted  "  shows  the 
refected  by  the  academic  board  at  the  examination  for  admission. 

23  W 
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The  following  statement  gives  in  detail  the  history  of  the 

CLASS  ADMITTED  1872. 

Appointed  to  academy 165 

Rejected  at  preliminary  examination 55 

Failed  to  report 14 

Declined  appointment 1     70 

Admitted ,..  91 

Discharged  for  deficiency  January,  1873 17 

Discharged  for  deficiency  June,  1873 7 

Separated  from  class  by  various  other  caaualties 24     48 

47 

Joined  from  preceding  class 3  — 

Graduated  June,  1876 < 

These  figares  are  highly  instructive.  It  appears  that  only  a  few  moi 
than  one-third  of  those  who  are  appointed  and  fewer  than  half  of  thoi 
who  are  admitted  to  the  Academy,  are  finally  graduated.  The  prooe 
by  which  45  are  selected  out  of  100  is  expensive.  Of  the  55  who  a 
dropped  out  in  the  progress  of  the  class,  many  are  carried  on  a  ooDsi 
erable  distance  in  the  course  at  the  cost -of  the  Government,  occopyii 
places  in  the  class  which  cannot  be  filled  by  others,  and  thus  entailii 
upon  the  Government  both  the  loss  of  the  places  and  the  unrequitc 
cost  of  their  maintenance  and  instruction.  Meanwhile  the  Academy 
furnishing  only  50  per  cent,  of  the  officers  required  for  the  Army.  Co 
siderations  of  economy  £^s  well  as  those  looking  to  the  efficiency  of  H 
military  service,  urge  a  careful  inquiry  into  the  causes  of  this  was 
and  its  remedy.  The  board  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  fallii 
off  is  not  chargeable  to  any  excessive  rigor  in  the  course  of  instracti< 
and  discipline  at  the  Academy,  and  that  any  relaxation  of  the  standa 
of  scholarship  would  tell  disastrously  on  the  character  of  the  men  se 
out,  on  the  reputation  of  the  Academy  and  the  prestige  of  the  Am 
The  question,  in  the  judgment  of  the  board,  r^uces  itself  to  this :  H( 
can  the  method  of  appointment,  or  the  mode  of  selecting  the  appoiotei 
be  changed,  so  that  a  larger  percentage  of  those  i^pointed  can  be  reli 
on  as  capable  of  bearing  the  strain  of  this  necessarily  rigorous  dia 
plinef  The  method  of  selection  by  competitive  examination  does  ii 
seem  to  meet  the  case,  because  the  qualifications  tested  by  such  an  ( 
amination  and  those  tested  by  the  discipline  of  the  Academy  are  o 
the  same.  An  examination  in  the  elementary  English  studies  woo 
often  select  mediocrity  favored  in  its  previous  training  instead  of  talc 
capable  of  high  training.  The  qualities  which  win  at  West  Point  s 
robust  health,  capacity  to  work  and  to  endure,  and  aptitude  for  mat! 
matics.  Candidates  should  be  preferred  for  thqir  promise  rather  th 
for  their  attainments.  If  the  appointing  power  is  to  remiun  in  the  baa 
of  members  of  Congress  they  should  hold  themselves  and  be  held  by  t 
public  responsible,  ia  a  degree,  for  the  successful  career  of  those  appoint 
by  them.  A  member  who  should  desire  to  do  his  duty  in  making 
appointment  could  not  turn  it  over  to  some  committee  of  teachers 
settle  by  competitive  examination,  but  should  take  the  pains  necessa 
for  ascertaining  who  among  those  desiring  the  position  gives  promi 
of  the  greatest  ability  of  the  kind  required.  It  might  serve  to  keep  i 
the  sense  of  responsibility  in  making  these  appointments,  if,  in  t 
Academy  Register,  the  name  of  the  cadet  should  be  accompanied  i 
the  name  of  his  patron. 
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COURSE  OF  STUDY. 

0  this  subject  the  board  gave  a  large  share  of  their  thought  and 
beration.  Whether  the  course  of  study  should  be  mainly  disci- 
>aiyor  largely  technical;  whether,  in  either  case,  liberal  studies, 
i  as  history,  literature,  and  ethics,  should  be  excluded  as  they  now 
;  whether  the  discipline  is  too  engrossingly  mathematical,  both  in 
nnt  and  in  method ;  whether  studies,  recognized  to  be  of  paramount 
drtance,  had  usuri>ed  more  than  their  due  share  of  time,  while  others, 
>le  to  hold  their  ground  against  so  formidable  rivals,  had  been 
[)elled  to  yield  part  or  all  of  their  space ;  and  whether,  taking  the 
se  as  a  whole,  it  is  the  one  best  adapted  to  secure  for  the  Army  men 
le  largest  ability  and  the  highest  character — these  questions,  and 
as  these,  elicited  earnest  and  prolonged  discussion ;  and  while  the 

1  saw  much  to  commend  and  admire  in  the  present  course  of  in- 
;tion,  they  found  themselves  brought,  in  the  progress  of  almost 
^  investigation,  to  the  irresistible  conviction  that  the  time  had  come 
i  the  whole  system  of  instruction  and  discipline  in  the  Academy 
3  a  searching  examination  and  a  thorough  revision.  This  convic- 
LS  shared  by  the  academic  board,  by  many  of  the  most  prominent 
nates  of  the  institution,  and  by  previous  boards  of  visitors,  as  is 
fested  by  their  reports.  The  board  were  the  more  impressed  with 
leed  of  such  action  by  feeling  their  own  incompetency  to  reach  per- 
^Dt  conclusions  on  so  large  and  complicated  a  subject  after  a  few 
'  investigations.  The  work  of  revising  such  a  course  of  study  can 
deqaately  done  only  by  a  commission  of  able  men,  taken  partly 
military  and  partly  from  civil  life,  sitting  with  ample  time  to  get 
»lete  information  on  all  the  subjects  and  interests  involved,  and 
iring  their  conclusions  with  the  utmost  patience  and  caution.  It  is 
many  years  since  any  such  commission  has  sat,  or  since  any  pro- 
pd  study  has  been  given  to  the  West  Point  course  as  a  whole, 
iwhile  it  has  been  materially  changed  in  its  several  parts,  extended 

and  abridged  there,  without  any  due  regard  to  its  integrity  as  a 
>m,  until  it  is,  in  the  judgment  of  the  board,  seriously  out  of  pro- 
on  and  deficient  of  certain  important  elements.  This  board,  there- 
strongly  recommend  the  appointment  by  Congress  at  an  early  day 

IffiHISSION  TO  REVISE  THE   COURSE  OF  STUDY  AND  DISCIPLINE. 

ithout  intending  to  forestall  the  action  of  such  a  commission,  this 
d,  after  as  full  and  careful  investigation  as  was  possible  for  them, 
I  arrived  at  certain  results,  which  they  present  in  their  report  either 
uggestions  to  such  a  commission  should  it  be  appointed,  or  as 
nmendations  to  those  who,  in  any  other  event,  may  be  charged 
.  the  supervision  of  the  academy. 

lese  suggestions  they  group  under  three  heads :  1.  Certain  recom- 
dations  on  which  the  board  are  unanimous  and  their  convictions 
r ;  2.  Points  on  which  a  majority  of  the  board  are  agreed ;  and,  3. 
Its  which  are  deemed  important,  but  on  which  the  board  were  able 
ome  to  no  precise  conclusion. 

I.  UNANIMOUS  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1.  Instructions  in  English. 

^nthe  desirableness  of  restoring  studies  in  English,  there  seems  to 
DO  diversity  of  opinion.  Cadets  are  at  their  entrance  lamentably 
icient  in  their  knowledge  of  English.    "To  require  proficiency  in 
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English  grammar, "  says  the  superiDtendent  in  his  report  for  1871, 
would  resalt  in  the  rejection  of  mach  the  greater  portion."  In  the 
present  coarse  there  is  no  provision  for  remedying  this  deficiency.  A 
few  of  the  foremost  men  in  the  several  classes  gratified  the  hoard  by 
the  propriety  and  accuracy  of  their  language,  both  spoken  and  written. 
Bat  the  greater  number  blundered  and  stumbled  badly  in  their  oral 
sentence-making,  and  much  of  the  correspondence  filed  in  the  adjutant's 
office  is  ungrammatical  and  slovenly  in  the  extreme^  The  board  rec- 
ommend the  substitution  of  English  studies  for  French  in  half  the  first 
year,  or  the  alternation  of  English  with  French  during  the  whole  ol 
the  year. 

2.  Instruction  in  ethics. 

The  board  were  unable  to  learn  that  there  was  any  other  reason  foi 
dropping  English  and  ethics  from  the  course  than  that  in  the  change 
from  a  four  years'  course  to  a  five  year's  course  and  back  again  to  foni 
years  some  of  the  studies  had  been  expanded,  and,  not  readily  m\y 
mitting  to  contraction,  had  crowded  others  out.  That  an  institution 
should  make  itself  responsible  for  a  young  man's  education  and  give 
him  no  instruction  whatever  in  the  science  and  practice  of  good  morals 
is  certainly  an  anomaly.  The  board  very  strongly  recommend  that  the 
^^ chaplain  and  professor  in  ethics"  give  instruction  in  ethics  twice  a 
week  to  the  members  of  the  first  class. 

3.  The  professorship  of  laic. 

In  view  of  the  extreme  importance  of  this  department,  growing  ont 
of  the  grave  responsibilities  resting  on  officers  of  the  Army,  in  connec- 
tion with  civil,  martial,  and  international  law,  it  is  recommended  that, 
in  any  new  adjustment  of  studies,  more  time  be  allotted  to  this  de[)art- 
ment.  It  is  also  recommended  that  the  professor  of  law  be  commis- 
sioned in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  professors. 

4.  Recent  graduates  as  officers. 

The  board,  while  appreciating  the  reason  for  selecting  the  junior  in- 
structors from  those  who  are  fresh  from  their  studies,  see  so  strong  ob- 
iections  to  elevating  immature  young  men  to  positions  of  command  orer 
their  former  comrades,  that  they  advise  against  the  returning  of  grad- 
uates to  duty  in  the  departments  of  instruction  or  discipline  until  four 
years  after  their  graduation. 

5.  Time  allowed  for  sleep. 

The  board  heartily  concur  in  the  recommendation  repeatedly  made  by 
former  boards  that  the  cadets  be  allowed,  at  all  seasons  of  the  year, 
eight  hours  for  sleep. 

II.  CHANGES  RECOMMENDED  BY  A  MAJORITY   OF  THE  BOAKD. 

1.  Sunday  parades. 

After  a  prolonged  discussion  and  a  full  hearing  of  the  reasons  for  the 
present  practice,  the  board  passed  a  resolution  '*  eaniestly  recom mend- 
ing that  all  public  military  exercises  of  the  corps  on  the  plain  be  sus- 
pended on  the  Sabbath  day.'' 
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2.  Use  of  tobacco. 

GoDsideriDg  it  well  established  by  general  observation  and  pbysiolog- 
ieal  research  that  the  ase  of  tobacco  daring  youth  enfeebles  the  vital 
energies  and  dulls  the  intellect;  and  finding  the  opinion  prevalent 
mong  many  of  the  officers  and  graduates  of  the  -academy  that  large 
oambers  of  the  cadets  are  snffering  both  physically  and  mentally  from 
tbis  cause ;  and  believing  that  the  Government  has  a  right  to  the  full 
sod  unimpaired  powers  of  the  young  men  whom  it  is  maintaining  and 
edacating,  the  board  recommend  that  the  use  of  tobacco  be  forbidden 
to  the  cadets. 

3.  The  military  band. 

The  board  find  that  the  band  consists  of  a  teacher  of  music,  who  is 
piid  $90  per  month,  and  thirty-nine  enlisted  musicians,  who  are  paid 
bm  $30  to  $43  per  month,  making  the  total  expense  of  the  band  about 
tl7,000.  While  fully  appreciating  the  positive  value  of  such  a  band  to 
he  institution,  and  though  finding  it  hard  to  grudge  to  the  cadets  and 
he  families  at  the  post  their  one  luxury  in  their  secluded  and  monoto- 
DOS  life,  the  board  are  of  the  opinion — or  a  majority  of  them — that 
I  the  present  financial  condition  of  the  country,  and  in  view  of  the  de- 
land  for  economy  in  all  branches  of  the  public  service,  ^'  the  military 
and  at  tbis  post  is  unnecessarily  expensive,  and  that  it  ought  to  be 
daced  to  its  number  prior  to  July  1, 1875." 

III.  QUERIES. 

Several  topics  engaged  the  attention  of  the  board  which  they  deemed 
f  great  importance,  but  upon  which  they  had  not  time  to  mature  any 
^ite  recommendations.  They  present  two  of  them  in  the  form  of 
leries : 

1.  Whether  the  academy  should  not  be  under  the  care  of  a  board  of 
tistees,  empowered  by  Congress  to  carry  into  efifect,  as  circumstances 
squire,  the  general  legislation  of  Congress  relative  to  the  institutionf 
iiperience  has  shown  that  such  institutions  are  best  managed  by  an 
dministrative  body,  independent  of  and  superior  to  the  body  of  in- 
tructors.  The  sole  duty  and  responsibility  of  all  such  changes  in  the 
lepartments  of  instruction  and  discipline  as  the  law  admits  now  rests 
rith  the  Secretary  of  War,  whose  multifarious  duties  interfere  with  his 
(iviDg  the  time  and  personal  inspection  to  the  affairs  of  the  academy 
rhich  such  responsibility  requires.  The  board  of  visitors,  a  body  wholly 
lew  every  year,  coming  to  the  work  of  investigation  with  no  experi- 
Bice  to  guide  them,  spending  but  two  or  three  weeks  in  the  discharge 
of  ttieir  duties,  must  be  very  inadequately  fitted  to  advise  the  Govern- 
Bient  as  to  the  needs  of  such  an  institution.  The  academic  board,  each 
Member  pardonably  solicitous  to  magnify  his  own  department,  unable 
to  adjust  amotig  themselves  their  conflicting  claims,  would  gladly  defer 
to  a  supervising  body  their  individual  opinions  and  preferences.  These 
considerations,  and  many  others  that  would  present  themselves  in  a  fuller 
&cassion,  justify  the  board  in  presenting  this  question  as  one  worthy 
of  serious  attention. 

2.  Whether,  as  all  cadets  are  under  training  to  be  officers  in  the  Army, 
ttd  as  the  object  of  the  military  exercises  is  not  to  bring  the  battalion 
to  the  most  complete  efficiency  but  to  familiarize  the  individual  cadet 
vith  his  future  duties  as  an  of^cer,  it  would  not  be  advisable  to  take  all 
the  officers  from  the  first  class,  and  by  rotation  t    The  objections  to 
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this  plau  readily  present  themselves,  but  the  arguments  in  favor  of  it 
are  strong,  and,  in  the  judgment  of  the  board,  deserve  to  be  recon- 
sidered. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  closing  their  report,  the  board  desired  to  commend  the  academy  to 
the  thoughtful  and  liberal  care  of  the  Government.  They  are  well 
aware  that  some  of  the  changes  they  have  recommended  are  importimt 
and  are  open  to  question,  and  they  would  be  among  the  last  to  favor 
any  hasty  and  ill-considered  innovations  in  the  policy  of  an  institution 
which  already  stands  so  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  country  and  of 
the  world. 

But  having  become  firmly  convinced  that  some  changes  are  impera- 
tively called  for,  and  believing  that  the  method  suggest^  would  insure 
the  most  considerate  and  thorough  adjustment  of  the  many  questions 
that  present  themselves,  the  board  respectfully  ask  for  their  recommen- 
dations, and  particularly  for  their  recommendation  of  a  committee  of 
revision,  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War  and  of  Con- 
gress. 

CHARLES  DEVENS,  Jr.,  Pre«4ewt 

M.  H.  BUCKHAM,  Secretary. 

HENRY  C.  CAMERON. 

G.  D.  OARROW. 

R.  P.  HAMMOND. 

A.  N.  OGDEN, 

J.  W.  STERLING. 

JNO.  J.  PATTERSON. 

THEODORE  F.  RANDOLPH. 

W^I.  A.  WHEELER. 

A.  S.  WILLIAMS. 

Official  copy  of  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  to  the  Military 
Academy  for  1876,  signed,  in  behalf  of  the  members  whose  Bamee  ar&! 
h^ennto  affixed,  by  the  secretary  on  their  written  authorization. 

M.  H.  BUCKHAM, 

Secretary, 
The  Hem.  Secsbtaby  of  War. 
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HE  BOARD  OF  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  SOLDIERS'  HOME. 


Office  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners 

OF  THE  Soldiers'  Home, 
Washingtanj  D.  C,  October  20, 1876. 

Sir  :  In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  article  I  of  the  ^^  Begn- 
ioDs  for  the  General  and  Internal  Direction  of  the  Soldiers'  Home," 
lich  directs  that  the  Board  of  Commissioners  <'  at  their  meeting  in 
^ber  will  make  an  annnal  report  of  their  proceedings  to  the  Secre- 
ry  of  War,  for  the  information  of  Congress,"  I  have  the  honor  to  re- 
rt,  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 1876,  that  the  monthly  visits  of 
ipection  by  the  Board  have  been  regularly  made,  as  required  by  law, 
d  at  each  visit  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  have  been  audited  for 
e  previous  month. 

rhe  receipts  and  disbursements  of  funds  on  account  of  the  Home,  for 
)  year,  have  been  as  follows : 

nainiDg  on  band  September  30,1875 $48,407  40 

^ived  on  account  of  Army  contributions,  (12^  cents  per 

lonth  from  each  enlisted  man  in  the  Army,)  fines  and  tor- 

iitures  imposed  by  sentence  of  court-martial,  unclaimed  * 

Sects  of  deceased  soldiers,  pensions  of  men  receivinur  the 

enefits  of  the  Home,  interest  and  sales  effects  of  deceEised 

luiates,  Ac 245.219  95 

$293, 627  35 

d  for  subsistence  and  clothing  of  inmates;  commutation-allowance  of 
^  per  month  to  inmates  of  the  Home  allowed  to  reside  with  their  fam- 
ies;  transportation  of  discharged  disabled  soldiers  to  the  Home; 
Monthly  gratuities  and  pay  to  inmates  employed ;  fuel,  gas,  forage,  &c.; 
Materials  and  pay  of  mechanics  on  completion  of  new  hospital-building ; 
^pairs  to  buildings ;  erection  of  bridges  and  wails  for  fence ;  making 
Qw  roads  and  other  general  improvements  in  the  Home  grounds ;  culti- 
ation  of  farms,  gardens,  &c 226,513  04 

Balance  remaining  on  band  September  30, 1876 67,114  31 

the  aggregate  number  of  inmates  is  increasing  from  year  to  year, 
ich  is  noteworthy  as  showing  that  the  plans  gradually  introduced  and 
tweeted,  as  the  wants  of  the  inmates  become  apparent,  to  quiet  or 
Hove  the  spirit  of  restlessness  which  is  developed  more  or  less  in  almost 
ery  case,  with  men  brought  from  scenes  of  activity  to  a  life  which 
I8t  of  necessity  become  dull  and  aimless  after  the  first  novelty  of 
ange  has  worn  off,  are  accomplishing  their  design, 
to  order  that  the  institution  may  he  in  fact  what  it  is  in  name,  no 
ins  are  spared,  consistent  with  reasonable  economy,  for  the  welfare 
d  happiness  of  the  inmates,  and  they  are  brought  under  no  unneces- 
ry  restrictions  upon  their  personal  liberty.    Their  allowance  of  food 


year  has  witQeased  the  snccess  of  the  efforts  iQ  tbia  direction,  more  I 
any  other  in  the  history  of  the  Home,  as  may  be  judged  from  the 
that  while  the  number  of  inmates  newly  admitted  is  not  greater  t 
in  previous  years,  the  number  of  withdrawals  has  been  less,  and 
aggregate  number  receiving  the  benetita  of  the  Home,  which  has  1 
gradually  increasing  from  year  to  year,  was  during  the  year  just  cl 
nearly  doable  that  of  four  years  ago. 

The  general  imitrovemonts  carried  on  and  completed  during  the 
year  have  tteeu  of  the  most  substantial  and  permanent  character, 
are  calculated  ta  add  materially  to  the  attractiveness  and  value  ol 
Home  property. 

The  immediate  administration  of  the  affairs  of  the  Hotne  dannj 
year  has  been  able  and  judicious  in  every  reject,  and  its  very  fi 
able  condition  is  due  to  the  thorough  mauner  in  which  the  Governoi 
his  officers  have  forwarded  the  policy  of  the  Board,  and  the  close  a 
tioa  they  have  given  to  all  matters  pertaining  to  tiie  institation  an 
inmates. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  BARNES, 
Surgeon-Gauiralf  U.S.  A^ 
*  Preaidmit  of  the  BoOrA  of  CommiaiofK 
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rJE,    WAR,  AND  NAVY  DEPARTMENT  BUILDING. 


Office  of  BuiLDiNa  fob  State,  War,  and  Navy 
Departments,  2100  Pennsylvania  Avenue, 

Washington^  D.  C,  August  18, 1876. 

liave  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  my  annaal  report  of 
3  pertaining  to  the  constrnction  of  the  east  wing  of  bnilding 

War,  and  Navy  Departments. 
wr^  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  E.  BABCOCK, 
Colonel  of  Engineers^  U.  8.  A, 
1.  J'^    D.  Cameron, 

jSecretary  of  War. 


Pffice  of  Building  for  State,  War, 

AND  Navy  Departments, 
Washington,  D.  C,  July  31, 1876. 

•  ^  iave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations 
L^^^^^fitrnction  of  the  east  wing  of  building  for  the  State,  War,  and 
^^I>sjrtments  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1876 : 
r^^^^^Kning  to  the  last  annual  report  it  will  be  seen  that  the  con- 
}^L^  ^^f  this  building  was  resumed  on  the  20th  of  June,  1875.  On 
P  ~^  ^^:f  June  bids  were  received  and  opened  for  delivering  at  the 
f  ^^  building  500,000,  more  or  less,  best  red  bricks. 
^  ^^*1^ owing  is  an  abstract  of  the  bids: 

fl^'^^^ard,  jr flO  95 

u^'  .^icshards 10  00 

2f]g«    ASon 10  25 

•.p^''  -^^mithson 10  75 

*E    '^^^e'^ 10  48 

"y^^  «xrown 9  75 

J^^^^ci  Brother 11  00 

wb^    ^ord 9  43 

pbeH^l^*  (machine-made) 8  50 

^          ^^  Eslin 9  75 


j^x^i^der  stated  in  his  proposal  the  number  of  bricks  he  would 
ictur^  ^«liver  daily.  It  was  at  once  seen  that  no  one  firm  could  man- 
emed  -^^^  deliver  bricks  as  rapidly  as  required.  It  was,  therefore, 
w  of  -t-^^®^  ^^^  ^  enter  into  contract  with  any  firm,  but  to  select  a 
n^ally  iV^  lowest  bidders,  and  divide  the  quantity  to  be  purchased 
lefoijL^^tween  them.  This  course  was  pursued  during  the  year,  and 
li^.    ^^^ing  table  shows  the  number  of  bricks  purchased  and  the  prices 
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BricJc8  purduued  during  the  year  ended  June  30. 


Date. 


July 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Oct 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Dec 

June 

Jaae 


31, 1875 
6,1875 

10, 1875 
9,1875 

31, 1875 
1.1875 

15, 1875 

S8.1875 
7,1875 

S«,1675 

30,1875 
6,1875 
9,1875 

18. 1875 
28,1875 

15. 1876 
26,1876 


From  whom  parchaied. 


Windsor  &  Ford  .... 

W.  E.Brown 

Thomas  E.  Smithson 
Machine  Company .. 

W.E.  Brown 

Campbell  A  Co 

Thomas  E.  Smithson 

W.E.  Brown 

Thomas  E.  Smithson 
Machine  Company .. 

West  Bros , 

Machine  Company.. 
Thomas  E.  Smittison 

W.E.  Brown 

Thomas  E.  Smithson 

West  Bros 

do 


Quantity. 


100.000 
100,000 
104.333 
100,666 
100,000 
100,000 
100.000 
100,000 
100.000 
900.000 
100,000 
100.333 
100,000 
100,666 
100.000 
100.000 
100,000 


1,805,998 


Pric« 
thorn 


Bids  were  also  received  for  furnishing  cement,  and  the  quantity  requ 
was  ordered  from  the  lowest  bidders,  J.  G.  &  J.  M.  Waters,  of  Geo 
town,  D.  C,  the  brand  being  that  known  as  "  Bound  Top." 

The  work  accomplished  during  the  past  year  is  as  follows  : 

The  granite  cutting  and  setting,  and  all  brick-work  of  the  first  st 
(a  portion  of  which  had  been  previously  done  under  the  managemei 
the  Supervising  Architect,)  have  been  completed. 

In  the  second  story  the  whole  of  the  granite  has  been  cat  and 
The  whole  of  the  brick- work,  backing,  walls,  and  arches  has  been 
structed,  and  the  beams,  columns,  and  pilasters  have  all  been  set. 

In  the  third  story  the  granite-cutting  has  been  nearly  completed 
have  also  the  granite-setting  and  the  brick-work. 

Full  details  of  all  the  work  above  enumerated  and  the  cost  of 
same  are  shown  in  the  accompanying  statement. 

Detailed  etatement  of  work  done,  materials  used,  ^c,  and  cost  of  mum  in  the  oomMrutil 
the  east  wing  of  building  for  the  State,  War,  and  yavy  Departments  at  Washingtonf  1 
during  the  year  ended  June  30, 1876. 

CONCRBTIXO. 

There  has  been  expended  for  labor,  breaking  stone  for  preparing  for  con- 
creting floors  over  arches,  the  sum  of $6^ 


BBICK-MA80NRY. 

First  story. 

The  brick-work  of  the  first  story,  which  was  previonsly  coinmenced,  haa 
been  completed,  as  follows : 

£acX;tfi^.~Commenced  June  22,  completed  July  31, 1873 : 

10,958  cubic  feet  brick  backing,  at  a  cost  of ..,. 

Cost  of  same  per  cubic  foot,  41|^  cents. 
Cost  of  same  per  M  brick  set,  $24.01^. 

Walls, — Commenced  June  22,  completed  July  31, 1875: 

2,643  cubic  feet  brick  walls,  at  a  cost  of 

Cost  of  same  per  cubic  foot,  40^  cents. 
Cost  of  same  per  M  brick  set,  $22.93. 

Arches : 
Leveling  up,  &c.,  (labor) • 


4,57^ 


1,06( 
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Second  story. 

The  whole  of  the  second-story  brick- work  has  been  constructed,  as  fol- 
rs: 

Backing. — Commenced  Augnst  1, 1875,  completed  March  31, 1876: 

i{73  cubic  feet  brick  backing,  at  a  cost  of |6,783  45 

Cost  of  same  per  cubic  foot,  40f  ^  cents. 
Cost  of  same  per  M  brick  set,  $22.66. 

IVaUs. — Commenced  August  1, 1875,  completed  March  31,  1876: 

»2cnbicfbet  brick  walls,  at  a  cost  of 10,363  23i 

Cost  of  same  per  cubic  foot,  36  cents. 
Cost  of  same  per  M  brick  set,  |22.49. 

Arches. — Commenced  June  23, 1875,  completed  March  31, 1876: 

950  bricks  have  been  set  in  arches, ata  cost  of 4,513  98 

Cost  of  same  per  M  brick  set,  $26.H7f . 

re  has  been  expended  **  leveling  arches  " 63  37^ 

Third  story, 
here  has  been  constructed  in  third-story,  brick- work  as  follows : 

Backing. — Commenced  September  14, 1875,  (not  yet  completed:) 

^2  cubic  feet  brick  backing,  at  a  cost  of 6,496  22| 

Cost  of  same  per  cubic  foot,  42^  cent«. 
Cost  of  same  per  M  brick  set,  |23.86i. 

Walls. — Commenced  September  13, 1875,  (not  yet  completed:) 

t2H  cubic  feet  brick  walls,  at  a  est  of 7,355  25i 

Cost  of  same  per  cubic  foot,  40^  cents. 
Cost  of  same  per  M  brick  set,  ^^.08. 

Arches. — Commenced  September  1, 1875,  (not  yet  completed :) 

,600  bricks  have  been  set  in  arches,  at  a  cost  of 5, 060  66 

Cost  of  same  per  M  brick  set,  $30.55f . 

MISCELLANEOUS  BRICK-WORK. 

here  have  been  expended  for  miscellaneous  brick- work  the  following 
>ants,  viz : 

scaffolding,  &c 72  12i 

catting  out  for  and  setting  Jamb-brick 433  04 

catting  out  between  arches  and  cornices 345  12^ 

walling,  piecing,  &c.,  after-braces,  tie-rods,  &,o 249  12^ 

cleaning  out  flues,  &o 117  12^ 

'catting  out  for  registers,  &c 162  50 

'  catting  out  for  and  walling  in  beams,  plates,  &c 77  51 

'leveling,  dec,  for  pilasters,  &g 50  50 

r  pointing  door  and  window  arches 137  25 

'repairing arches. 198  73 

'hacking,  cleaning,  and  hoistiog  brick,  storing  cement  and  sand,  and 

loisting  mortar,  &c 2,152  06 

Total  sum  expended  on  all  brick-work 50,309  60^ 

OTE. — "  Brick- WORK.**— In  the  construction  of  the  foregoing  brick-work  there  have 
n  used  the  following  materials : 

M,000  brick,  at  $11.75  per  M $2,162  00 

17.500  brick,  at  19.75  per  M 170  62 

J5,500  brick,  at  $8.50  per  M , 301  75 

>9,433  brick,  at  an  average  of  $10.60  per  M 17,059  99 

i5,225  skewbacks,  at  $11.75  per  M 649  19 

bl^  barrels  cement,  at  $1.65  per  barrel 884  40 

3,204  barrels  cement, at  $1.35  per  barrel 4,325  40 

958|  cubic  yards  sand,  at  $1.30  per  cubic  yard 1,245  7^ 

18,036  pounds  cast-iron  jamb-brick,  at  2f  cents  per  pound 495  99 

616  pounds  refined-iron  jamb-brick,  assorted 24  64 

Total  cost  of  material 27,319  70 

.  Total  cost  of  labor ,v, 22,989  90i 


ooDt  expended  on  brick- work  as  per  foregoing  statements 50, 309  60^ 
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The  price  paid  for  labor  in  the  constmctlon  of  the  foregoing  brick-work  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

Bricklayers,  per  day $4  00 

Bricklayers'  apprentices^  per  day 2  00 

Hod-carriers  and  mortar-men,  per  day 2  00 

Laborers 150 

Carpenters 30O 

6TONE-MA80NBY. 

Bubble  walU.^There  has  been  constructed  for  nibble  backing,  for  exten- 
sion of  area  walls,  as  follows : 

72  cubic  yards  rubble  backing,  at  a  cost  of $624  25 

Cost  of  same  per  cubic  yard,  complete,  $8.67. 

Ashlar  (granite)  walU,  {setting,) 

Area, — There  has  been  set  for  extension  of  area  walls  as  follows : 

623  cubic  feet,  at  a  cost  of 316  66| 

Cost  of  setting  same  per  cubic  foot,  50|  cents. 

Firet  etory. 

Setting  commenced  June  22  ;  completed  October  10, 1875.  For  completion 
of  setting  fronts  of  first  story  (which  was  previously  commenced)  there  baa 
been  set  as  follows : 

12,a30  cubic  feet,  at  a  cost  of 4,574  07^ 

Cost  of  setting  same  per  cubic  foot,  37.1  cents. 

Second  etory. 

Setting  commenced  July  15, 1875 ;  completed  April  12, 1876.  The  whole  of 
the  second-story  fronts  and  court-yard  have  been  set  as  follows : 

21,041  cubic  feet  set,  at  a  cost  of 7,236  09 

Co3t  of  setting  same  per  cubic  foot,  34|  cents. 

Third  story. 

Setting  commenced  August  25, 1875 ;  not  completed.  The  whole  of  the 
court-yard  walls  and  a  portion  of  the  fronts  have  been  set  as  follows : 

12,187  cubic  feet  set,at.a  cost  of 4,265   66 

Cost  of  setiing  same  per  cubic  foot,  35  cents. 

MISCELLANEOUS  WORK  IN  STONE-MASONRY. 

There  has  been  expended  for  miscellaneous  work  the  following  amounts: 

For  checking  jambs,  joid ting,  &c 729  06^ 

For  bushing  granite,  (cleaning  fronts) 101  ^>'i 

For  pointing  platforms,  &c 13  00 

For  unloading,  moving,  piling,  and  handling  granite  stock 1,662  50 

Total  cost  of  stone-masonry *. 19,542  68 

Note. — Stone-masonry, — In  the  construction  of  all  of  the  foregoing  stone-masonry  there 
have  been  used  the  following  materials : 

90  cubic  yards  rubble-stone,  at  $4.20 $X7S  00 

151  barrels  cement,  at  $1.35 203  85 

14i  cubic  yards  sand,  at  $1.30 1^  53 

1,552  pounds  sheet  lead,  at  11  cents 170  72 

7,536  pounds  cast-iron  wedges,  at  3^  cents 263  76 

25,322  pounds  refined  iron  ior  clamps,  &c.,  assorted ^  ^ 

Coal,  tallow,  oil,  sponge,  brooms,  acid,  brushes,  resin,  waste,  wax,  &o 336  33 

Total  cost  of  materials 2,327  05 

Total  cost  of  labor,  &c 17,215  63 

Total  amount  expended  on  stone- masonry,  as  per  statement 19,542  68 
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The  price  paid  for  labqr  in  the  coDstruction  of  the  foregoing  stone-masonry  was  as 

Per  day. 

n&oite-setters $4  50 

raoite-<;iit  ters 3  50 

^De-ciitters 3  00 

iijjineers 3  50 

lacksmith 3  50 

Do 3  00 

g^ers 2  50 

Do 2  00 

gjjers'  laborers I  75 

Mi-carriers 2  00 

iborers 150 

GRANITE  STOCK. 

Basement,  Buhhasement,  and  court-yard, 

idwell  Granite  Company,  for  stock  furnished  previons  to  Juno,  1875 $14,844  86 

23,563  cubic  feet,  at  au  average  of  03  cents  per  cubic  foot. 

First  story. 

tiert  Ordway,  for  stock  for  completion  of  first-story  fronts 9,504  51 

12,330  cubic  feet,  at  an  average  of  777^^^.rceuts  per  cubic  foot. 

Second  story, 

Ibert  Ordway,  for  the  whole  of  stock  for  second-story  fronts 13, 137  13 

16,:k<oi  Qubic  feet,  at  au  average  of  80/JV  cents  per  cubic  fooc. 

Third  story. 

Ibert  Ordway,  on  account  of  stock  for  third -story  fronts 8, 802  51 

13,137  cubic  feet,  at  au  average  of  t)7^2  cents  per  cubic  foot. 

Total  expenditure  for  stock 46,2^9  01 


Note. — Granite  stock. — Dates  of  payments  made  on  account  of  granite  stock : 

IF7S.  Cable  feet 

Bne        Acconnt  of  court-yard  and  subbasement 2:{,5(>3         $14,844  86 

nly     7.  Account  of  Hrst  story 7,003  5,431  85 

ng.  31.  Account  of  first  story 756  582  76 

Account  of  second  story 1,267  1,017  32 

Kpt.  30.  Account  of  first  story 677  521  72 

Account  of  second  story 1,025  822.30 

ct.    13.  Account  of  first  story 677  521  72 

Account  of  second  story 2,946  2,360  00 

or.     9.  Account  of  first  story 3.170  2,410  18 

Account  of  second  story 2,315  1,855  37 

Account  of  third  story 53  34  45 

tc.  20.  Account  of  second  story 3,436  2,752  05 

1876. 

in.     8.  Account  of  second  story 2,904  2,328  73 

Account  of  thiM  story 756  495  01 

ID.   18.  Account  of  second  story 1,236  99120 

Account  of  third  story 860  562  86 

W).   17.  Account  of  second  story 997  800  04 

Account  of  third  story 391  256  06 

Ur.     8.  Account  of  first  story 47  36  28 

Account  of  second  story 249  20141 

Account  of  second  story 11  8  71 

Account  of  third  story 2.966  1,878  36 

hr.  11.  Accountof  third  story 2,056  1,313  74 

tpr.   21.  Account  of  third  story 1,488  1,022  72 

l«y    17.  Account  of  third  story 2,284  1,563  21 

ona  16.  Accountof  third  story 2,283  1,676  10 

Total  amount  paid  for  granite  stock 46,289  01 

24  W 
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GRANITE-CUTTINO,  (RICHMOND,  VA.) 

There  has  been  expended  for  granite-cutting  (at  Richmond,  Ya.)  as  follows: 

For  all  labor  cutting  granite,  with  contrat^tors'  15  per  cent,  added $375,^  79 

For  niaterialSi  tools,  &c., for  granite-cutting, \«-ith  contractors'  15  percent 

added 6,17155 

For  salaries  of  superintendent  of  granit«-cutting,  clerks,  watchmen,  dec, 

and  for  contingencies  at  quarries 11,615% 

Total  expenditure  for  granite-cutting t)93,3ll  59 

IRON-WORK. 

Door  and  window  frames,  (Betting  only.) 

There  has  been  expended  for  this $369  93 

(The  above  frames  were  on  hand.) 

First  story,— Columns  and  pilasters,  (setting  only.) 
There  has  been  expended  for  completion  of  this  the  sum  of 2G7  91^ 

Second  story. — Beams,  (setting  only.) 
There  has  been  expended  for  this 860  15 

Columns  and  pilasters,  (setting  only.) 

There  has  been  expended  for  this 673  13 

(All  the  above  columns,  pilasters,  and  beams  were  on  hand  previously.) 

Third  story. — Beams  and  setting, 

141,307  poncds  beams,  plates,  clamps,  keys,  &c.,  set,  at  a  total  cost  for 
material  and  labor  of 7,8;i3  53 

Cost  of  beams,  &c.,  set  complete,  per  pound,  b-ffi^  cents. 
Note. — The  material  used  for  this  is  as  follows : 

132,^io^iJi^b?ams,  \  ^^^'^  pounds,  at  $5.10  per  100  pounds  ..  $6, 338  28 

8,  12-inch  beams,  5,620  pounds,  at  $5.31^  per  100  pounds 298  .5() 

Plates,  11,215  pounds,  at  2^  cents  per  i>ouud 280  37 

Assorted  iron,  192  pounds,  at  3  cents  per  pouud 5  70 

Cost  of  material 6,922  97 

Cost  of  labor 900  56 


Total  cost  of  beams  and  setting 7,823  53 

Columns  and  pilasters,  (setting  only.) 

There  has  been  expended  for  this 267  50 

(These  columns  and  pilasters  were  previously  on  hand.) 

Sixth-tier  beams. 

There  have  been  purchased,  but  not  yet  set,  3  15-inch  beams,  7,680  pounds, 
at  4  cents 307  20 

Flue-bars, 
There  has  been  expended  for  material  and  labor 58  78j 

Scaffolds,  (for  iron-work.) 
There  has  been  expended  for  labor 31  00 

Total  expenditure  for  iron-work 10,659  VJ 
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MISCELLANEOUS  WORK. 


been  expended  in  cleaning  np  in  and  aroand  tbe  baildingi  level- 
ding,  and  roadways  the  sum  of $3, 777  00 


MACHINERY. 

as  been  expended  on  tbe  following  items  under  tbe  above  head  as  follows: 

3rrick8  first  two  floors $2,790  8li 

irricks  second  two  floors 2, 348  35 

straddle-derrick 410  3li 

md  preparing  crane-derrick 77  05 

line 9  50 

ig  derrick-braces 127  50 

nd  repairs  for  derricks 72  34 

nd  unrigging  derricks 87  37^ 

ictra  derricks  andmaking  racks  for  same 67  81 

derricks,  guys,  & 61  75 

ad  repairing  tackle-blocks 198  3d 

;  guy-posts 8  50 

making  and  repairing 5  91 

fee,  (purchased) 885  64 

overhauling  and  repairing 828  37^ 

>r  scaffolds 646  63 

babies  and  boards,  &c.,  making , 227  72 

rods,  rules,  straight-edges,  &c.,  and  repairs 671  10 

laking  and  remodeling 1,050  66 

ulges,  &c.,  making 250  31| 

unips,  hooks,  &o.,  forging  and  repairs 66  95 

ting  and  repairs 273  63 

>ard8  and  boxes,  and  repairs.... 75  00 

and  uncovering  walls,  granite,  &c 224  40 

ad  raising  engines,  rebuilding  houses,  &g 472  1 1 

engines,  &c 45  12| 

l>oiler8,  &c.,  repairs  and  overhauling 700  75| 

>es,  repairs,  and  attending  to 590  69^ 

,  making,  moving,  and  repairing 274  80 

Is,  &c.,  forging  and  repairs 302  97 

h\  smiths',  and  plumbers'  tools,  forging  and  repairs..' 399  88| 

fee,  making  and  repairs 64  52^ 

track,  laying  and  repairs 139  31 

trucks,  making  and  repairs 22  50 

cks,  making  and  repairs 96  46 

mauls,  &c.,  making,  fitting,  <fec 584  75 

J  engine-house 2  25 

noving  and  replacing 50  70 

119,  inclosing  rooms  for 29  25 

oxes  and  repairs 4  50 

es,  making  and  repairs 153  89^^ 

I  between  south  and  east  wings,  making 75  12^ 

ws  and  repairing 107  50 

11  87f 

fshetls,  &c 30  75 

rows,  repairs,  &.C ». 108  60| 

rows,  repairs,  &c 6  00 

dkc,  forging  and  repairs 76  85^ 

im hers,  lumber,  &c 22  75 

ater-pipes 10  19 

Eind  reboxing  tile 5  00 

r  buckets,  &c 3  02 

sourt-yard  area 10  25 

?8,  making 3  75. 

shing  shops,  &c 20  25 

in  stairway 8  00 

and  steps,  Seventeenth  street 14  94 

>f  windows 2  18 

f  picks,  &.C 41  34 

Midways,  &c 11  19 

;.,  purchased 203  35 

tal  expenditure,  "machinery" 16,V»^  ^^ 
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CONTINGENCIES. 

There  has  been  expended  for  salaries  of  assistant  engineer  in  charge,  as- 
sistant superintendent,  inspector  of  material,  draugiitsmen,  clerks,  mes- 
sengers, and  watchmen,  disbnrsing-agent's  percentage,  rent  of  office,  2100 
Pennsylvania  avenue,  traveling  expenses,  furniture  for  office  and  repair 
of  same,  gas-fitting,  &c.,  for  office  and  repairs,  stationery,  drawing  ma- 
terials, &c.,  stoves,  fittings,  and  repairs  of  same,  lanterns,  glob^,  oil, 
wick,  &.C.,  jfor  watchmen's  use,  repairs  of  office-clock,  &c.,  coal,  ice,  and 
postage,  the  sum  of ^,661  52 

ABSTRACT  OF  TOTAL  EXPENDITDRE. 

Concreting S65  25 

Brick-masonry 50,309  604 

Stone-masonry 19,542  6d 

Granite  stock 46,289  01 

Granite  cutting 393,31159 

Iron-work 10,6r)9  19 

Miscellaneous  work 3,777  00 

Machinery lH,173  40i 

Contingencies 20,661  32 

Total  expenditure 560,789  05 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT. 

The  amount  appropriated  for  the  fiscal  year  was $700,  COO  00 

Of  that  amount  there  was  transferred  to  the  south  wing,  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  at  the  request  of  the  Secretary  of 
State,  the  sum  of $137,765  63 

Total  amount  expended  on  east  wing  during  the  fiscal  year..     559, 006  89 

696, 772  52 


Leaving  a  balance  on  hand  June  30, 1876 3,227  48 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  voucher  for  the  amount  transferred  to 
the  south  wing,  showing  for  what  purpose  it  was  transferred  : 

EAST  WING  OF  THE  BUILDING  FOR  THE  STATE,  WAR,  AND  NAVY  DEPARTItfEN'TS. 

To  appropriation  for  the  State,  TFar,  and  Navy  Department  building,  Dr. 

For  materials  supplied  from  the  latter  appropriation  for  the  east  wing, 
one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty-five 
dollars  and  sixty-three  cents $137,765  63 

Approved,  payable  from  appropriation  for  east  wing  by  act  of  March  3, 1875. 
Approved : 

HAMILTON  FISH, 

Secretary  of  State. 
Approved :  WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secreiary  of  Wcr, 

Treasury  Department, 
First  Comptroller's  Office,  June  22, 1875. 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  on  file  in  this  Department 

R.  W.  TAYLEE, 

Comptroller. 

Indorsements  on  back : 

Treasury  Department,  June  14, 1875. 

BespectfuUy  referred  to  the  First  Auditor  for  examination  and  settlement. 

CHAS.  F.  CONANT, 

Jwiatant  Secretary. 
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Tbe  following  detailed  statement  shows  the  estimated  cost  of  com- 
peting the  east  wing  and  its  approaches,  to  which  is  added  an  estimate 
^  the  cost  of  completing  a  part  of  the  north  wing : 

Washington,  D.  C,  July  1, 1876. 

tiimate  of  the  cost  of  completing  the  east  iving  of  State,  War,  and  Navy  Department$ 

butting  at  Washington,  D,  C, 

GRANITE  WORK. 

To  complete  first  story : 

;330  cabic  feet  granite  stock,  average  88  cents $10, 850  40 

w  amount  paid  on  account 5,000  00 

5. 850  40 

ibor,  cutting,  (balance)  1,414  cubic  feet,  814.81 20,941  34 

,.130  cubic  feet  setting,  including  cement,  sand,  cramps,  &c.y 

35  cents 4,315  50 

ootiug,  trimming,  lewising,  &c '. 500  00 

31,607  24 

Second  story : 

1,500  cubic  feet  granite  stock,  average  88  cents 14,  .520  00 

^500  cubic  feet  cutting, average  $14.81 244,365  00 

y500  cubic  feet  setting,  including  cement,  sand,  cramps,  &c.y 

35  cents 5,775  00 

lioting,  trimming,  lewisiug,  «&c 700  00 

265,360  00 

Third  story : 

1,700  cubic  feet  granite  stock,  average  88  cents 13, 816  00 

i,70n  cubic  feet  cutting,  average  $14.81 232,517  00 

),700  cubic  feet  setting,  *^b  cents 5, 495  00 

liuting,  trimming,  lewisiug,  &c 700  00 

252, 528  00 

Fourth  story : 

LlOO  cubic  feet  granite  stock,  average  83  cents 12,408  00 

^100  cubic  feet  granite  cutting,  $14.81 208,821  00 

1,100  cubic  feet  granite  setting,  35  cents 4,935  00 

HSting,  trimming,  lewisiug,  &c 700  00 

226,864  00 

Total  amount  granite  work  carried  to  summary 776, 359  24 

BRICK-WORK. 

Completion  of  first  story,  walls  and  backing: 

1,950  cubic  feet,215M,  at  $27 5,805  00 

5, 805  00 

Second  story,  walls  and  backing : 

1,618  cubic  feet,  1,073  M,  at  $27 28,971  00 

28,971  00 

Third  story,  walls  and  backing  : 

0,618  cubic  feet,  1,073  M,  at  $27 28,971  00 

28,971  00 

Fourth  story,  walls  and  backing : 

8,918  cubic  feet,  700  M,  at  $27 18,900  00 

18,900  00 

Attic : 

0,301  cubic  feet,  545  M, at  $27 14,715  00 

14,715  00 

To  complete  circular  walls : 

200  cubic  feet, 93  M, at  $30 ^. 2,790  00 

A  2,790  00 

ARCHES  OF  FLOORS. 

Second  story : 

^OOO  superficial  feet,  126  M.,at  $35.72 4,500  72 

4,500  n 
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Third  story : 
18,010  superficial  feet,  126  M.,  at  135.72 $4,500  72 

Fourth  story : 
18,000  superficial  feet,  126  M., at  $35.72 4,500  72 

Ceilings  of  curtain  and  floors  of  attic  : 
18,000  superficial  feet,  126  M.,  at  $35.72 4,500  72 

Attic  ceiling : 
6,510  superficial  feet,  45  M.,  at  $35.72 1,607  40 

Walling  in  heating-coils : 
2,250  cubic  feet,  40  M.,  at  $27 1,080  00 

Brick  paving,  sub-basement : 
450  superficial  yards,  at  $4.70 '. 2.115  00 


$4, 500  n 


4,5C0  79 


4, 500  75 


1, 607  4* 

1,080  01 

2, 115  0 
Total  brick-woik,  carried  to  sommary 122,957  1 

Flagging, — Sub-basement,  j 

2,000  superficial  feet  stone  flags,  60  cents $1, 200  00  | 

2,000  superficial  feet  cutting,  jointing,  and  setting, 25  cents..  500  00 

1,700  0 

J 

Total  flagging,  carried  to  summary 1,700  0" 

Tilivg  floors  of  corridors,  \ 

10,000  whole  white  marble  tiles,  12"xl2'',  40  cents $4,000  00 

3.100  half  white  marble  tiles,  30  cents 930  00 

11.000  whole  black  marble  tiles,  12"xl2'',  35  cents 3, 850  00 

3,000  superficial  feet  marble  border,  12",  35  cents 1, 050  00 

1,000  superficial  feet  marble  slabs  and  door-silis,  60  cents 600  00                  I  ~ 

10, 430  J  ^ 

Jointing  and  laying  tile  and  cleaning  same  :  <  , 

26,550  superficial  feet,  20  cents 5,310  00 

5,310i^ 

Total  tiling,  carried  to  summary 15,740  f 

Concreting. 
5,500  superficial  yards  on  floors  over  arches,  65  cents $^i,  575  00 

700  cubic  yards  under  roof  and  around  chimneys,  including 
cementing,  (Portland,)  over  same,  $10.50 *. 7,350  00  ^'- 

7,350i^ 

Total  concreting,  carried  to  summary 10,925  \, 

Iron-work, — Beams. 
Setting  third  tier : 

Labor  and  plates,  bolts,  rods,  &o $1,340  00 


Fourth  tier : 

Rolled  beams 7,809  00 

Plates,  bolts,  rods,  4&c.,  and  setting 1,340  00 

Fifth  tier : 

Rolled  beams ,<^ 7,809  00 

Plates,  bolts,  rods,  &c.,  and  setting. 1,340  00 

Attic  floor  and  ceilings  and  ceiling  of  curtain  : 
Rolled  beamS;  bolts,  rods,  &c.,  and  setting 14, 187  00 


1,340( 


9, 149  t 


9, 149  * 


14, 187  ^ 
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Cast-iron  columns  and  pilastere, 
ml  story : 

iig ^05  00 

:l  story  : 

ng 905  00 

Iron  roof  and  chimneya,      ^ 

at  act aal  cost  of  same  on  south  wiDg 89,923  49 

furring  and  lathing  in  domes,  corridors,  staircases, 
d  rooms : 

rficial  feet,  at  50  cents 8,500  00 

hts: 

ights  over  staircases,  $450 900  00 

Iron  trimmings  to  doors  and  windows, 
basement : 

s,  toward  conrt-yard,  $150 4,500  00 

9,  toward  front,'$100 3,400  00 

oors,  $100 4,700  00 

joble  door,  $150 150  00 

ment: 

s,  toward  conrt-vard,  $100 3,000  00 

*,  toward  front,  $100 .' 3,600  00 

oors,  $150 6,450  00 

>uble  door,  $200 200  00 

story : 

i  to  court-yard,  $400 12,000  00 

»,  front,  $400 16,000  00 

)or8,  8:^50 16,100  GO 

oor,  $450 450  00 

hdoor,  $350 350  00 

ad  story  ; 

8  to  courtyard,  $:i50 10,500  00 

8  to  front,  $,350 14,000  00 

oors,  $200 9,200  00 

oublo  door,  $300 300  00 

1  story : 

jondstory 34,000  00 

th  story : 

s  to  court- vard, $300 9,000  00* 

Bto  front,  S300 6,300  00 

»rmerR,$400 4,000  00 

oorH,$l50 6,900  00 

juble  door,$200 200  00 

8  next  court-yard,  $300 3,000  00 

*  next  front,  $300 2,100  00 

»niier8.$400 1,600  00 

[)or8,$l50 3,600  00 

itory  in  center  pavilion: 

rmer,$400 400  00 

oors,$150 900  00 


375 


$905  00 


905  00 


89,923  49 


8,500  00 


900  00 


12, 750  00 


13.250  00 


44,900  00 


34, 000  00 


34,000  00 


26,400  00 


10, 300  00 


1.300  00 
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Cast-iron  window-frames, 

2H5  fraraeB,  141,205  ponnds,  at  7  cents $9,884  35 

Wroaght-iron  parting-strips  and  fittings,  8,000  pounds,  10  cts.  800  00 

1,140  brass  wbeel-axU*  pulleys,  SMO 1,254  00 

Labor  fitting  and  setting  frames,  &o 3, 500  00 

$15,438 

Iron  skirtingSf  fc 
Basement :  « 

2,545  linear  feet  molded  skirtings,  $1 2,  545  00 

2,545 

First  story : 

2,497  linear  feet  molded  skirtings,  $1 .50 3, 745  50 

3,745 

Second  story : 

Same  as  first 3,745  50 

3,745 

Third  story : 

Same  as  first 3,745  50 

3,745 

Fourth  story : 

Same  as  first 3,745  50 

3,745 

Attic  story : 

1,184  linear  feetsame,  $1 1,184  00 

1,184 

Iron-work  of  library. 

Estimated  at  contract- price  for  same  work  on  south  wing,  viz.      55, 417  00 

K'>,4i: 

Total  iron-work,  carried  to  summary 401, 4*2^ 

Staircases, 
Granite  stairs : 

4,100  cubic  feet  granite  stock,  average  at  64  cents 2, 624  00 

Labor  cutting  same 63,216  32 

Drilling  steps  for  balustrades 438  00 

66,27i 

Iron  staircases : 
2  fourth  story  to  attic,  at  $2,500 5,000  00 

5,00( 

2  attic  to  roof,$2,500 5,000  00 

5,00( 

Total  staircases  carried  to  summary 76,27f 

Carpenter-work  and  joiner-work. 
Flooring: 

41,472  linear  feet  scantling,  (laid,)  at  5^  cents 2, 280  96 

550  squares  flooring,  (laid,)  at  $10.56 5,808  00 

8,08c 

Ornamental  cherry  and  walnut  floors : 
4,580  superficial  feet  flooring,  (laid,)  at  43  cents 1,969  40 

Mahogany  hand-rail  to  stairs : 
700  linear  feet,  at  $7.81 5,467  00 

5,467 

Doors  and  sash — snbbasement : 
64  windows,  (mahogany,)  at  $35 2,240  00 

48  pine  doors  and  frames,  at  $50.75 2,436  00 

4,676 

Basement : 

66  windows,  mahogany,  at  $50 3,300  00 

44  doors,  mahogany,  at  $125 5,500  00 

8  doors,  (walnut,)  inclosing  water-closets,  at  $30 240  00 

8  doors,  (walnut,)  inclosing  urinals,  at  $20 160  00 

16  doors,  (walnut,)  inclosing  wash-basins,  at  $15 240  00 
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First  story : 

xvindows,  mahogany,  at  S50 $3,500  00 

doors,  mahogany,  at  8125 6,000  00 

ioors,  (walnut,)  inclosing  water-closets,  at  $^$0 240  00 

I oore,  (walnut,)  inclosing  urinals,  at  $20 160  00 

^oors.  (walnut,)  incloHiug  wash-basins,  at  $15 240  00 

ioors,  (walnut,)  inclosing  bath-tubs,  at  $20 40  00 

$10, 180  00 

Second  story : 
kwe  as  first  story 10,180  00 

10, 1  SO  03 

Third  story : 

kme  as  first  story 10,180  00 

10, 180  00 

Fourth  story : 

windows,  mahogauy,  at  $60 3, 060  00 

Urge  dormers,  mahogany,  at  $70 700  00 

small  dormers,  at  $25 250  00 

doors,  dormers,  mahogany,  at  $125 5,875  00 

Ioors,  dormers,  mahogany,  inclosing  water-closets,  at  $30  ..  240  00 

Ioors,  dormers,  mahogany,  inclosing  urinals,  at  $20 160  00 

doors,  dormers,  mahogany,  inclosing  wash-basins,  at  $15..  240  00 

10, 525  00 

Attic  story ; 

windows,  mahogany,  at  $60 1,020  00 

birge  dormers,  at  $70 280  00 

tniall  dormers,  at  $25 200  00 

doors,  at  $125 3,000  00 

4,500  00 

Top  story,  center  pavilion  : 

nnall  dorraers.at  $25 200  00 

large  dormers,  at  $70 140  00 

ioors,  at  $125 750  00 

1,090  00 

Total  carpenter  and  joiner  carried  to  summary 76, 296  36 

Slating, 

2  squares,  at  $71 9,372  00 

9,372  00 

Carried  to  summary.  ===== 

Copper  roof  and  gutlering, 

timate  at  actual  cost  of  south  wing 14,030  27 

14, 030  27 

Carried  to  summary.  — = 

Down  pipes, 

00 linear  feet, at $3.93 4,716  00 

4,716  00 

Carried  to  summary.  = 

Plastering, 

000  superficial  yards,  3  coats  each,  at  73  cents 24, 090  00 

rnices,  moldings,  enrichments,  ornaments,  <&c.,  as  per  actual  cost  of  south 

nring  for  same 77,702  91 

Total  plastering  carried  to  summary 101,792  91 

riumhing  and  gas-fitting, 

per  cost  of  same  on  sonth  wing 24, 132  02 

LS-chandeliers,  globes,  &^.,  as  per  same 13,032  50|^ 

Total  plumbing,  «&c.,  carried  to  summary 37,164  53 

Glazing  sash,  skylights^  and  domes, 

1  per  actual  cost  of  same  for  south  wing 7, 183  63 

7, 183  63 

Carried  to  summary.  =• = 
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Painting, 

As  per  actual  cost  of  sonth  wing $21,2^  04 

Decoratiug  rooms    T),  000  00 

Decorating  library 10,000  00 

Total  painting  carried  to  sammary 36,2i&  04 


Marble  manteh, 

50  mantels  set,  at  $150 87,500  00 

7,500  00 

Carried  to  summary.  = 

Heating-apparatus f  j-c. 

As  per  actual  cost  of  same,  south  wing 35,718  83 

35,718  88 

Carried  to  summary.  - 

Grates  and  setting, 

50  grates,  at  $25 1,250  00 

1,^0  00 

Carried  to  summary.  ===== 

Elevator  J  with  engine,  boileVf  jc 

Complete '. 10,500  00 

Goods  elevator : 5.000  00 


15,500  00 


Bronze  balusters,  newels,  j-c. 

As  per  actual  cost  of  same,  south  wing 11,851  56 

11,85156 

Carried  to  summary.  — - 

Summary, 

Granite-work 1776,3.^^24 

Brick-work 122,057  2;^ 

Flagging 1,700  00 

Tiling 15,740  00 

Concreting 10,925  00 

Iron-work 401,424  84 

Staircases 76,278  32 

Carpenter- work 76,296  36 

Slating 9.372  00 

Copper  roof 14,030  27 

Down-pipes 4,716  00 

Plastering 101,792  HI 

Plumbing  and  gas-fitting 37, 164  53 

Glazing 7,183  6:i 

Painting 36.265  04 

Mantels 7,500  00 

Heating-apparatus 35,718  8S 

Grates 1,250  00 

Balusters 11,85156 

Elevator 15,500  00 

Contingencies,  10  per  cent.. 176, 402  5H 

1,940,428  44 

Deduct  amount  appropriated  March  1,  1875,  ($700,000,)  less 

amount  $137,765.63  transferred  to  the  sonth  wing $562,234  IVT 

Deduct  amount  appropriated  20th  July,  1876 :«0, 000  00 

912.234  37 


Amount  required 1,028,194  07 


Estimate  for  approaclies  to  east  wing  of  building  for  Stnte,  War,  and  Navy  Departments, 

ECAVATIOX,  ETC. 

Excavating,  grading,  leveling,  filling,  &c.,  for  approaches, 
terraces,  roadways,  &c.,  and  excavating  trenches  for 
foundations  for  granite-work : 

4,761  cubic  yards,  at  8:H  cents $3,963  53 

$3,963  53 
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CONCRETK. 


CoDcreting  foandations  for  granite- work: 

345  cubic  yards,  at$6.58 $2,270  10 

r-     *2,  270  10 

RUBBLE  WAIX«. 


Rubble  stock,  and  cntting  and  setting  same,  including  all 
material  for  foundations  for  granite- work : 

514  cubic  yards,  at  $7.82 4,019  48 


4,019  48 


BRICK-WORK. 


Brick-work  nndor  tile  stops,  platforms,  and  flagging : 
6,235  cubic  feet  brick- work,  at  51^  cents 3,211  02 


3,211  02 


GRANITE- WORK. 


Granite  stock  for  fences,  center  pavilion,  sides  of  pavilion 
steps,  platforms,  buttresses,  posts,  entrances,  steps,  &c. : 

12,415  cubic  feet  granite  stock,  average  (i3  cents . . .  .* 7, 821  45 

I2,4ir»  cubic  feet  granite  cutting,  at  812.81 159, 036  15 

1*4^,415  cubic  feet  betting,  at  G5|  cents 8,162  86 

175, 020  46 

TILING. 


i  Tile,  and    trimming    and    setting   same,   including  all 

j  material : 

I       4^6  superficial  feet,  at  8H  cents 3,452  34 

I  FLAGGING. 

I  Flags,  and  trimming,  jointing,  and  setting  same,  includ- 

}  iug  all  material : 

7,956  superficial  feet,  at  82^  cents 6, 543  81 

IRON-RAIL  FENCE. 

^  linear  feet  iron  fence,  set,  at  $2.47 1,225  12 


3, 452  34 


6, 543  81 


1,225  12 


LAMP-POSTS  AND  LANTERNS. 


6  larop-postH  and  candelabra,  at  $50.24 30144 

f       12  bronze  lanterns  for  same,  at  $46.97 563  64 

J       Settiug  same 26:^  74 


1, 128  82 


PAINTING. 


;  Iron  fence  and  lamp-posts,  and  bronzing  same : 

f       Ubor  and  material 300  00 


300  00 


Total *:01,  134  68 


Ett'matefornorih  wing  of  building  for  StaiCy  War,  and  Navy  DepartmeniSy  Washington,  D.  C 

For  excavation,  concrete,  and  mbble  foundations,  subbafiement  granite  walls,  area 
granite  walls,  and  rubble  backing  to  same,  and  drains  and  flagging  in  sub-basement. 
Based  on  actual  cost  of  corresponding  items  in  south  wing. 

EXCAVATION,  ETC. 

Excavation  for  foundations,  including  trenches  for  con- 
crete: 

17,510  cubic  yard9,  at  83i  cents |14,577  07 

$14,577  07 

CONCRETING. 

2,485^  cable  yards  concrete,  complete,  at  $6.23 15, 484  66 

15,484  66 
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DRAINS. 

Leader  and  lateral  sewers : 

1,400  linear  feet,  complete,  at  ^2.75 S3, 650  00 

$3.850  00 

BROKEN  ASHLAR,  BUBBASEMENT. 

1,259  cnbic  yards  rubble-stone,  at  $4.20 5,287  80 

26,109  cubic  feet  cutting,  at  46i  cents 12,042  77 

26,109  cubic  feet  settinir,  complete,  at  65^  cents 17, 101  39 

34, 431  96 

GRANITE-WORK— SUBBASEMENT. 

Granite  walls,  fronts,  court-yard,  and  lintel-coarse: 

10,906  cubic  feet  granite  stock,  (fronts,)  average  66  cents 7, 197  96 

H,438  cubic  feet  granite  stock,  (court-yard  and  lintel-course,) 

at81  cents 2,784  78 

14,344  cubic  feet  granite  catting,  at  $14.81 212,434  64 

14,344  cubic  feet  granite  setting,  complete,  at  47^  cents 6, 777  54 

229, 194  92 

Granite  stock  for 'piers  and  backing: 

13,908^  cubic  feet  granite  backing,  cut,  at  $2 27,816  66 

13,908^  cubic  feet  grauite  setting,  complete,  at  35  cents 4, 867  92 

32,  C84  58 

FLAGGING,  SUBBASE^fENT. 

Flagging  corridor : 

2,003  square  feet  flags,  and  setting  same,  at  91  cents 1, 822  73 

1.822  73 

AREA   WALLS. 

Granite  walls : 

6,299  cubic  feet  granite  stock,  average  63^  cents 3, 934  12 

0,299  cubic  feet  granite  cutting,  at  $14.81 93,288  19 

6,299  cubic  feet  granite  setting,  at  35  cents 2, 204  65 

99, 476  96 

Rubble  backing  to  same,  rubble-stone,  and  cutting  and 
setting,  including  all  materials: 

521  cubic  yards  rubble  backing,  at  $8.67 4, 517  07 

^  ^  4,517  07 

Total 436,039  95 

ABSTRACT. 

Amount  required  for  the  foregoing  work  as  per  estimates. 

For  completion  of  east  wing $1.028, 194  07 

For  approaches,  east  wing 201, 134  68 

For  coiistructiou  of  part  of  north  wing 436,039  95 

Total  required 1,665,368  70 

I  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  able,  efficient,  and  faithful  as- 
sistance rendered  me  at  all  times  by  my  assistant  engineer,  Mr.  Theo- 
dore B.  Samo,  by  the  assistant  superintendent,  Mr.  W.  T.  Dewduey, 
and  by  the  chief  clerk,  Mr.  Edward  Sutherland. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  B.  BABCOCK, 
Colonel  of  Engineers^  United  States  Army. 
Hon.  J.  D.  CAivrERON, 

Secretary  of  War, 
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FOURTH  REPORT 

UPOX  THE 

'ROVEMENT  OF  THE  SOUTH  PASS  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER, 

SHOWING  THE  CONDITION  OF  THE  WORKS  ON  AUGUST  17,  1870. 


By  C.  B.  Comstock,  Major  ok  Engineers,  Bvt.  Brig.  Gen.  U.  8.  A. 


Lake  Survey  Office, 
Detroit^  Mich.j  September  20, 1876. 

5iR :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  of  the  works  for  the 
[>rovenient  of  the  South  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  River  on  August  17, 
'6.  The  soundings  on  the  four  sheets  of  tracings  transmitted  here- 
1i  were  taken  between  July  26  and  August  17,  1876,  and  all  sound- 
:s  ^ven  in  this  report  refer  to  the  plane  of  average  flood-tide,  with 
•i  exception  of  those  in  Grand  Bayou, 
^ly  h48t  report  gave  the  condition  of  the  works  on  April  30, 1876. 

MOUTH  OF   SOUTH  PASS. 

But  little  work  has  been  done  on  either  the  east  or  west  jetty  since 
pril  30.  A  few  additional  mattresses  have  been  added  at  places  where 
e  jetties  were  low,  and  a  little  work  has  been  done  at  the  sea  ends  of 
e  jetties.  The  piles  driven  within  a  few  hundred  feet  from  the  ends  of 
e  jetties  frequently  disappear,and  from  time  to  time  new  ones  are  driven 
their  places.  Thus  on  May  24,  for  a  distance  of  150  feet  at  end  of 
&8t  jetty  all  tbe  piles  but  one  had  disappeared,  some  of  them  having 
ttledS  feet  in  nine  days.  Twelve  new  piles  were  driven  in  the  place 
these,  their  heads  being  left  8  feet  out  of  water.  In  the  following 
^ek  they  all  had  sunk  so  that  their  heads  were  under  water.  In  the 
8t  jetty,  between  11 ,400  and  12,000  feet  from  East  Point,  the  tops  of  the 
attresses  have  settled  3  or  4  feet,  so  as  to  be  below^^^the  water-surface. 
Both  jetties  have  been  brought  up  to  near  the  water  surface  to  a  dis- 
Qce  of  12,000  feet  from  East  Point  near  the  end  of  the  east  jetty;  a 
»rtion  about  200  feet  long  has  been  widened  to  80  feet  base  and  to  50 
H  on  top,  by  building  up  other  mattresses  beside  and  in  contact  with 
e  original  mattress  dam. 

A  few  mattresses  have  been  added  at  different  points  of  the  jetties  to 
ise  them.  A  quantity  of  willows  has  been  used  to  check  leaks  through 
^etpiling  at  upper  part  of  east  jetty.  Sheet  No.  2  of  tracings  herewith 
ows  the  condition  of  mattress-work  of  both  jetties  on  August  17. 
In  my  last  report  it  was  stated  that  attempts  had  been  made  to  facil- 
^te  scour  by  dragging  stout  rakes  over  the  bottom  of  the  pass  with  a 
tg.  One  of  these  rake  had  a  head  about  14  feet  long,  with  arms  run- 
t)g  from  its  ends  up  the  sides  of  a  scow,  where  they  joined  a  horizonta 
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axle.  It  had  teeth  about  6  inches  apart  and  3j  feet  loop:,  of  IJ-inc 
round  iron.  The  teeth  were  inserted  in  two  parallel  timbers,  projectin 
18  inches  from  the  lower.  The  scow  was  towed  by  a  steamer,  an 
dragged  the  rake  on  the  bottom.  A  species  of  scraper  w*is  also  biiill 
its  edge  being  25  feet  long  and  its  width  15  feet,  it  being  also  supphe 
with  rows  of  teeth.  The  rakes  and  scraper  were  used  a  good  deal  froi 
May  1  up  to  about  June  20,  both  at  the  mouth  and  at  the  head  of  Scut 
Pass,  but  they  do  not  seem  to  have  produced  any  important  result. 

In  my  last  report  I  stated  that  two  pairs  of  spurs  of  piling,  each  spc 
being  about  150  feet  long,  had  been  driven  between  the  jetties.  Tt 
spurs  in  each  pair  are  opposite  each  other,  starting  from  the  inni 
sides  of  the  jetties  and  running  toward  the  middle  of  the  pass.  Si 
additional  pairs  of  spurs  have  been  driven,  making  eight  pairs  in  all,  c 
sixteen  spurs.  Their  location  is  shown  on  sheet  No.  1  of  tracings  her* 
with,  two  having  been  carried  away.  Excepting  15  and  16,  they  wei 
completed  early  in  June.  There  are  from  fifteen  to  twenty  piles  aboi 
8  or  10  feet  apart  in  each  spur.  Mattresses  25  feet  wide  are  incline 
against  the  upper  side  of  the  piles  for  the  whole  length  of  the  spur 
The  mattresses  are  placed  in  position  by  floating  the  lower  edge  of 
mattress  against  the  upper  side  of  the  piles,  and  then  loading  the  apM 
edge  till  it  sinks  and  the  current  presses  it  against  the  piles.  To  mas 
them  less  pervious  to  water,  a  4iuch  layer  of  grass  or  sea-cane  is  place 
in  their  interior. 

Beginning  up  stream,  the  spurs  are  numbered  from  1  to  16.  Thef 
spurs  narrowed  the  free  space  for  the  passage  of  the  water  from  950  t 
about  650  feet  in  width,  and  increased  the  velocity  of  the  current.  N^ 
1  and  15  have  been  carried  away,  and  the  ends  of  spnrs  Nos.  2, 3, 4,  a^ 
10  were  scoured  out  and  carried  away,  a  hole  48  feet  deep  being  scoun 
at  the  end  of  No.  4 ;  frequent  repairs  have  been  necessary.  Nos.  13  ai; 
14  were  much  exposed  to  the  action  of  waves,  and  once  were  almo; 
completely  destroyed,  but  were  again  rebuilt.  On  August  17,  fourtej 
spurs  remained,  two  having  no  opposite  spurs.  These  spurs  were 
pleted  early  in  June,  and  it  would  seem  that  the  increase  in  depth 
the  mouth  of  the  pass  since  April  30,  has  been  due  mainly  to  them. 

The  following  table  gives  the  draught  of  water  that  could  be  ta 
through  each  2,000  feet  of  the  channel  below  East  Point  station  in  Ju 
1875,  May,  1876,  and  in  August,  1876.  East  Point  is  150  feet  ab 
head  of  east  jetty : 


1 


Draught  Jane,  1875 

Draught  May  18,  ir76 , 

Draught  AngUMt,  1876 


DittaoceB  In  feet. 


0-2,000 


22.5 
23. 3 
33.5 


2,000-4.000  4,000-6,000 


)8.7 
20.3 
19.6 


16.7 
22.0 
23.0 


6,000-8,000 


10.2 
21.  U 
25.5 


8, 000-10, 000 


9.7 
17.1 
23.0 


lO.OOC-lSJ! 


9.2 
15.0 
19.B 


K 


I 


From  the  table  it  will  be  seen  that  from  the  upper  end  of  the  est^ 
jetty  to  the  vicinity  of  the  upper  end  of  the  west  jetty,  there  has  be^ 
not  much  change  since  May  in  available  depth ;  while  below  6,000  fef 
the  depth  has  increased  in  the  different  sections  by  amounts  varyirt 
between  2.5  and  5.9  feet.  It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  lower  pol 
tion  the  waterway  is  now  diminished  at  six  points  from  960  to  650  fd 
in  width  by  spur  dams  projecting  from  the  main  jetties.  . 

On  the  outer  slope  of  the  bar,  at  the  end  of  tlie  main  jetties,  there  bd 
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m  no  marked  change  since  May  3, 1876,  in  the  position  of  the  carves 
)wing  20  and  30  feet  of  water.  Both  curves  have  advanced  at  some 
nts  and  have  receded  at  others,  giving  on  the  whole  a  very  slight 
ession  of  the  20-feet  curve,  and  a  slight  advance  of  the  30-feet  curve. 
e  shoal,  800  feet  in  front  of  the  ends  of  the  jetties,  defined  by  its  30-feet 
ve,  has  changed  little  in  dimensions  or  positions.  But  /he  channel 
ough  it  with  more  than  30  feet  of  water,  which  existed  in  May,  1875, 
( re-appeared,  leaving  shoals  on  either  side,  with  minimum  depths  on 
m  of  13  and  16  feet  respectively. 

nie  bottom,  near  the  sea  end  of  the  jetties,  is  quite  changeable!.  On 
le  23,  the  distance  on  the  axis  of  the  pass,  from  the  20-feet  curve  in- 
e  to  the  20feet  curve  outside  was  only  100  feet.  On  July  9,  it  had 
reased  to  800  feet. 

?he  destruction  and  rebuilding  of  spur-dams  Nos.  13  and  14  may 
re  bad  some  influence  in  this  change,  although  they  were  first  de- 
)yed  on  June  13  and  rebuilt  on  June  23 ;  No.  13  being  again  de- 
)yed  about  July  1. 

n  my  last  report  three  sections  were  given  of  the  gulf  bottom  on 
^  running  seaward  from  the  ends  of  the  jetties  in  their  prolongation 
I  on  a  median  line  derived  from  Mr.  Merindin's  survey  of  June,  1875, 
I  Captain  Brown's  of  May,  1876,  and  doubt  was  expressed  as  to  the 
rectness  of  the  work.  Captain  Brown's  survey  was  at  once  repeated, 
I  serious  errors  were  detected  in  the  paits  outside  of  the  40-feet  curve. 
Jew  sections,  believed  to  be  correct,  are  given  herewith  on  sheet  No. 
Fhich  are  derived  from  Mr.  Merindin's  survey  of  May  and  June,  1875, 
I  Captain  Brown's  surveys  of  June,  1876,  and  August,  1876.  It  will 
seen  that  as  a  rule  they  indicate  a  filling  on  the  lines  ot  the  sections. 

HEAD  OF  SOUTH  PASS. 

n  my  last  report  I  stated  that  a  large  shoaling  had  occurred  at  the 
tern  entrance  to  the  pass.  Work  was  continued  on  the  jetty  at  this 
ce  till  a  large  part  of  it  had  been  brought  up  to  the  level  of  average 
»d-tide.  In  the  latter  part  of  June  a  line  of  piles,  1,170  feet  long, 
3  driven,  starting  from  a  point  on  the  jetty  2,400  feet  from  its  head, 
I  running  to  the  head  of  the  island  in  the  head  of  South  Pass. 
3  piles  had  a  penetration  of  about  15  feet  and  were  about  8  feet 
irt.  After  the  piles  were  driven,  mattresses  20  feet  wide  were  placed 
an  inclined  position  against  their  upper  sides,  thus  damming  the 
Der  out  of  the  eastern  entrance  to  the  South  Pass.  Several  breaks 
mt  100  feet  long,  with  deep  scour,  soon  occurred  in  this  dam,  and 
»at  the  middle  of  July  a  layer  of  mattresses  was  sunk  just  above  the 
3  of  piles,  and  another  line  of  piles  with  8  feet  intervals  was  driven 
feet  above  the  first  line  and  through  the  mattresses.  The  piles  in 
second  row  were  braced  from  those  in  the  original  row,  and  mat- 
sses  were  then  inclined  against  the  upper  side  of  the  second  row, 
LS  forming  a  new  dam.  In  some  places  the  mattresses  sagged  down 
that  their  upper  edges  were  2  or  3  feet  below  water ;  these  gaps  were 
aed  by  planks. 

n  the  latter  part  of  July  another  dam  was  begun  about  1,600  feet 
)ve  the  ones  just  described.  Its  line  of  piles  also  started  from  the 
:y,  but  at  a  point  about  835  feet  below  its  upper  end,  and  ran  west- 
f  in  a  direction  not  quite  parallel  to  the  other  dam  for  a  distance  of 
55  feet.  This  row  of  piles  passes  through  mattresses  30  feet  wide  and 
set  thick,  sunk  on  the  bottom.  Twelve  feet  above  this  row  another 
7  of  piles  has  been  driven  through  the  mattresses,  and  once  vu. 
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twenty  feet  the  heads  of  these  piles  are  braced  by  planks  to  horizontal 
longitudinal  piles  resting  on  the  bottom  against  the  upper  side  of  the 
lower  row  of  piling.  On  August  8,  the  date  of  survey,  this  wing-dam 
was  not  complete^.  The  positions  of  both  these  dams  are  shown  oo 
sheet  No.  1,  head  of  passes,  and  cross-sections  of  both  are  given  in  sheet 
No.  3. 

On  comparing  the  soundings  on  sheet  No.  1,  herewith,  with  corr^ 
sponding  soundings  of  May  12,  given  in  my  last  report,  it  is  seen  thsLr 
no  very  marked  changes  have  occured.  Above  the  dam  which  ran  i 
from  the  head  of  the  island  to  the  jetty  shoaling  has  continued,  anc 
considerable  areas,  which  then  had  10  feet  of  water  or  more,  now  hav^ 
only  7  or  8. 

Jn  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  head  of  the  island,  where  the  firs^ 
dam  ends,  there  has  been  some  scour,  but  it  does  not  extend  far.  Th^ 
curve  of  30  feet  of  water  on  the  west  side  of  the  island  has  moved  u  j 
into  the  shoal  about  350  feet..  The  20-feet  curve  has  widened  near  tli4 
head  of  the  island  so  as  to  include  a  larger  area,  but  its  upper  point  ro 
mains  in  nearly  the  same  position. 

In  the  main  body  of  the  shoal  included  by  the  20-feet  curve  there  haJ 
been  little  change.  On  May  12, 1876, 13^  feet  of  water  could  be  takes 
over  it  into  the  pass  through  the  west  entrance  at  average  flood-tide 
and  14  feet  could  be  taken  on  August  8. 

GRAND  BAYOU. 

At  the  date  of  my  last  report,  a  mattress  dam,  having  a  ba«e  of  IOC 
feet  and  rising  11  feet  from  the  bottom,  had  been  built  across  this  bayou 
where  it  was  260  feet  wide,  3,700  feet  below  its  head,  the  water  in  some 
places  being  still  24  feet  deep  on  top  of  this  dam. 

In  June  a  line  of  piles,  penetrating  about  20  feet  into  the  bottom,  wag 
driven  across  the  bayou  through  this  mattress  dam.  Against  the  uppei 
side  of  these  piles  mattresses  were  inclined,  thus  forming  a  dam  across 
the  bayou,  which  gave  about  a  foot  difference  in  the  water-level  above 
and  below  it.  The  water  began  to  scour  out  around  the  end  of  the 
dam,  ai^d  some  of  the  piles  began  to  lean  down  stream.  Then  another 
row  of  piles  was  driven  about  12  feet  above  the  first  row,  with  the 
same  intervals,  of  7  or  8  feet,  as  those  in  the  lower  row,  there  being 
thirty-five  piles  in  each  row. 

The  piles  in  the  upper  row  were  braced  from  those  of  the  lower  row 
by  strips  of  plank  and  by  piles  bolted  to  the  heads  of  those  in  the 
upper  row,  the  other  ends  of  the  piles  abutting  against  the  mattresses 
6  or  8  feet  under  water.  On  the  upper  side  of  this  new  row  of  piles 
inclined  mattresses  were  placed,  thus  forming  a  second  dam  on  top  of 
the  horizontal  mattresses  below.  The  holes  scoured  at  the  ends  were 
filled  with  brush,  sea-cane,  and  stone. 

In  July  three  horizontal  tiers  of  mattresses,  each  30  feet  wide,  were 
sunk  just  above  this  last  line  of  piles*,  the  piling  again  began  to  yield, 
and  another  line  of  piles  12  feet  above  the  last  row  was  driven  through 
the  mattresses  and  braced  from  the  next  lower  row;  and  two  mat- 
tresses, each  100  feet  long,  were  inclined  against  the  middle  of  this 
new  row,  or  its  upper  side.  Between  their  ends  and  the  shore  the  space 
between  the  piles  is  filled  in  with  willows  and  stone,  so  that  now  the 
structure  is  tolerably  tight.  Immediately  above  the  dam  the  bayou 
has  shoaled  6  or  8  feet.  Details  will  be  found  on  sheet  No.  1  of  tracings 
herewith. 

A  small  bayou  called  Picayune  Bayou  leaves  the  South  Pass  from 
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te  right  bank  a  mile  above  East  Point.  It  has  been  closed  by  a 
nattress  dam  at  a  point  100  feet  below  its  head,  where  it  was  96  feet 
pride  and  13  feet  deep. 

EECAPITULATION. 

In  recapitulation,  it  may  be  stated  that  little  work,  up  to  August  17, 
lad  been  done  on  the  main  jetties  since  my  last  report;  that  six  pairs 
Iff  opposite  spur-dams,  projecting  inward  from  the  main  jetties,  were  in 
pood  condition,  and  that,  subsequently  to  their  erection,  the  average 
ncrease  of  depth  from  6,000  to  12,100  ifeet  below  East  Point  had  been 
ibont  4  feet,  while  from  East  Point  to  6,000  feet  below  there  has  been 
ittle  change. 

But  little  work  has  been  done  at  the  head  of  passes,  that  work  hav- 
Dg  been  mainly  confined  to  the  erection  of  a  dam  running  from  the 
lead  of  the  island  to  the  main  jetty,  closing  the  east  entrance  to  the 
South  Pass,  and  the  commencement  of  a  second  dam  about  1,600  feet 
ibove  the  first  and  nearly  parallel  to  it.  There  has  been  no  impQrtant 
diange  in  the  shoal  at  the  head  of  the  pass.  Grand  and  Picayune 
Bayous  have  been  closed. 

Excluding  the  crews  of  the  boats  and  the  men  getting  out  willows, 
)at  a  small  force  has  been  employed  during  the  last  three  months,  some- 
dmes  not  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  men. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  B.  COMSTOCK, 
Major  of  Engineers  and  Bvt.  Brig.  Oen. 

Hon.  J.  D.  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  TFar,  Washington,  D.  C 
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REPORT  OF  A  COMMISSION 


UPON  THE 


IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  SOUTH  PASS  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  RIVER. 


(Special  Orders  No.  329.] 

•  

Headqcarters  of  the  Army, 
Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington f  Xoremher  2, 1876. 

[Extract.] 

1.  By  direction  of  thelPresident  of  the  United  States,  a  commission,  to  consist  of  the 
following-named  officers  of  the  Corps  of  Engineers,  is  hereby  appointed,  to  meet  in  New 
York  City  on  November  6,  1870,  or  as  soon  thereaft^  as  practicable,  to  report  for  the 
information  of  the  Secretary  of  Wftr  an  opinion  upon  certain  subjects  connected  with 
the  improvement  of  the  South  Pass  of  the  Mississippi  Kiver. 

Detail  for  the  Commt««(m.— Col.  John  G.  Barnard^  Lieut.  Col.  H.  G.  Wright,  Lieot. 
Col.  B.  8.  Alexander. 

The  commission  will  be  governed  by  instructions  to  be  communicated  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War. 

By  command  of  General  Sherman : 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

A  djutan  t-  GeneraL 
Official  : 

L.  H.  Pelottze, 
Assistant  Adjutant  GeneraL 


r 


Wae  Department, 
Washington^  J>.  C,  I^oveniher  2,  1876. 

Gentlemen  :  I  present  herewith  for  your  guidance  the  instructions 
referred  to  in  the  enclosed  special  order. 

The  purpose  in  assembling  your  commission  is  not  to  interfere  in  any 
way  with  the  duties  of  Maj.  C.  B.  Comstock,  the  officer  of  Engineers, 
who  has  faithfully  performed  the  duties  assigned  to  him  under  the  act. 
viz,  "to  report  the  depth  of  water  and  width  of  channel  secured  and 
maintained  from  time  to  time  in  said  channel,  together  with  such  other 
Information  as  the  Secretary  of  War  may  direct,"  but  to  obtain  your 
professional  advice  upon  certain  points  which  the  law  requires  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  decide  upon. 

The  questions  upon  which  I  desire  your  opinion  are  as  follows: 

First.  Is  the  shoal  at  the  head  of  the  South  Pass  a  part  of  that  pass 
6r  of  the  main  Mississippi  River  ! 
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If  Mr.  Eads  obtains  a  channel  twenty  feet  in  depth  in  the  South  Pass, 
exclusive  of  this  shoal,  is  he  entitled  under  the  law  to  his  first  payment 
of  half  a  million  dollars  ? 

Second.  What  depth  and  width  of  channel  is  it  desirable  to  secure 
permanently  through  this  shoal ! 

Third.  What  is  your  interpretation  of  the  words  "  average  flood-tide" 
as  used  in  the  second  section  of  the  act  ? 

It  appears  from  the  records  that  on  the  Idth  May,  1875,  Major  Corn- 
stock  propounded  this  same  inquiry  to  the  Chief  of  Engineers,  (copy 
of  his  letter  herewith,)  and  that  that  officer  decided,  and  the  Secretary 
of  War  approved  his  decision,  that  ^'  the  average  flood-tide  should  be 
determined  by  excluding  the  ettects  of  variations  in  the  river's  dis- 
charge.'' 

Mr.  Eads  now  appeals  to  have  this  decision  set  aside  for  the  reason 
that  ^^  average  flood-tide  cannot  be  determined  at  the  head  of  the  pass, 
if  any  of  the  natural  conditions  affecting  that  level  are  disregarded/' 
#  •  •  "Neither  the  mean  effect  of  the  winds  nor  the  mean  effect  of 
the  rise  and  fall  of  the  river  can  be  ignored  in  determiding  the  plane  of 
mean  or  average  flood-tide  even  at  the  mouth  of  the  pass,  nor  can  either 
one  be  disregarded  in  fixing  the  plane  of  'average  flood-tide' at  the 
head  of  the  pass." 

In  this  connection  you  will  please  examine  the  United  States  En- 
gineer's gauge,  and  recommend  what  point  upon  it  should  indicate  the 
plane  of  "average  flood-tide"  or  zero  of  reference  for  all  measurements 
of  depth. 

Fourth.  I  desire  a  full  expression  of  your  opinion  as  to  "  the  materials 
used  and  the  character  and  permanency  with  which  the  jetties  are  be- 
ing constructed,"  and  as  to  whether  the  work  is  being  constructed  accord- 
ing to  the  spirit  of  the  act,  as  mentioned  in  the  tenth  section  thereof. 

Fifth.  I  should  be  glad  to  receive  any  general  suggestions,  in  connec- 
tion with  this  very  important  work,  which  you  think  will  assist  me  in 
performing  the  duties  required  of  the  Secretary  of  War  by  this  act 

In  order  to  assist  you  in  forming  your  opinion  you  are  authorized  to 
visit  the  works  at  the  South  Pass,  and  to  proceed  to  this  city,  if  you 
consider  it  necessary  to  consult  any  records  here. 

The  sum  of  $2,000  will  be  placed  to  your  credit  from  the  appropriation 
for  contingencies  of  the  Army,  and  it  is  hoped  that  your  expenses  may 
be  kept  within  that  sum. 

A  copy  of  these  instructions  has  been  sent  to  Major  Comstock,  and  he 
has  been  directed  to  afford  you  every  facility  in  his  power  to  aid  you  in 
your  investigations. 

Mr.  Eads  has  also  been  notified  of  your  appointment,  and  has  been  in- 
formed that  you  Will  be  ready  to  receive  any  communications  he  may 
wish  to  submit  to  you. 

The  unpublished  records  on  this  subject  are  now  in  my  office,  and  will 
be  open  to  your  inspections,  or  copies  will  be  sent  to  you  if  desired. 

The  printed  documents  you  are  probably  familiar  with,  including  the 
three  reports  by  Major  Comstock  upon  the  progress  of  the  works. 
The  fourth  report  of  that  officer,  dated  September  20,  and  giving  the 
depth  of  water  on  August  17,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  printer,  and  will 
be  forwarded  to  you  as  soon  as  received. 

Major  Comstock  has  also  been  requested  to  make  another  survey  dar- 
ing the  present  month. 

I  desire  that  your  investigations  be  prosecuted  with  the  utmost  dis- 
patch consistent  with  their  great  importance.  « 

If  it  is  feasible  to  send  me  your  report,  or  a  summary  of  its  conclusions, 
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ill  time  to  be  incorporated  in  my  annual  report  on  November  20, 1  par- 
ticularly request  that  you  will  do  so. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  CAMERON, 

Secretary  of  War. 
Col.  John  G.  Babnaed, 

Corps  of  Engineers. 
Lieut.  Col.  H.  G.  Weight, 

Corps  of  Engineers. 
Lieut.  Col.  B.  S.  Alexandeb, 

Corps  of  Engineers. 


REPORT. 


New  Obleans,  La.,  November  19, 1876. 

Sib  :  The  commission  appointed  by  virtue  of  Special  Orders  No.  229, 
dated  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Adjutant  General's  OflSce,  Washing- 
ton, November  2, 1876,  has  the  honor  to  report,  that  its  members  assem- 
bled on  the  6th  day  of  November,  in  New  York,  and  organized.  Your 
letter  of  instructions,  dated  War  Department,  Washington,  November 
2,  was  received  and  considered,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  the  offi- 
cers of  the  commissiou  started  by  railway  for  New  Orleans,  arriving 
there  on  the  afternoon  of  the  10th ;  Maj.  C.  B.  Comstock,  United  States 
Engineers,  the  officer  appointed  according  to  the  act  of  Congress  ^'  to 
report  the  depth  of  water  and  width  of  channel  secured  and  maintained 
from  time  to  time,"  joining  them  at  Cincinnati.  At  New  Orleans  they 
met  Mr.  James  B.  Eads,  and,  at  a  preliminary  meeting  in  the  evening 
af  the  10th,  listened  to  suggestions  he  had  to  make ;  and  ou  the  tbllow- 
ing  day  examined  the  maps  of  recent  surveys  of  works  at  the  South 
Pass,  which  were  exhibited  to  them  in  his  New  Orleans  office.  On  the 
12tb,  they  proceeded  by  the  revenue-cutter  Dix,  which  had  been  placed 
at  their  disposal  for  the  performance  of  their  duties,  to  Port  Eads, 
South  Pass.  The  four  following  days,  viz,  the  13th,  14th,  15th,  and  16th, 
were  devoted  to  examining  the  works  at  the  sea-entrance  to  the  South 
Pass,  at  the  head  of  the  pass,  and  at  Grand  Bayou  ]  likewise  the 
plans  of  the  works  and  the  surveys  showing  their  present  condition, 
laid  before  them  by  M^jor  Comstock,  and  also  by  the  engineers  em- 
ployed by  Mr.  Eads,  and  to  discussions )  during  which  Mr.  Eads  and 
his  assistants,  as  well  as  Major  Comstock,  were  invited  freely  to  im- 
part information  and  to  present  their  views. 

After  mature  consideration  of  the  information  thus  obtained,  they 
now  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  response  to  the  five  queries  propounded 
to  them  in  your  letter  of  instructions,  as  follows : 

Query  1.  "  Is  the  sboal  at  the  head  of  the  Soath  Pass  a  part  of  that  pass  or  of  the 
main  Mississippi  River  f '' 

"  If  Mr.  Eads  obtains  a  channel  twenty  feet  in  depth  in  the  South  Pass  exclusive  of 
this  shoal,  is  he  entitled  under  the  law  to  his  first  payment  of  half  a  million  dollus  V* 

In  answer  to  the  first  paragraph  of  the  foregoing,  we  would  say  that 
this  shoal  is  not  exclusively  a  part  of  the  South  Pass,  for  it  extends  en- 
tirely across  the  river  from  shore  to  shore.  It  is  therefore  a  shoal  com- 
mon to  all  three  of  the  passes ;  but  the  channel  (or  channels)  through 
bhis  shoal,  by  which  access  has  been  had  or  is  to  be  had  in  future  from 
the  river  above  into  the  South  Pass,  is  a  part  of  that  pass.    This  con- 
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stTQction  we  believe  to  be  in  barmouy  witb  the  views  of  tbe  commission 
of  1874,  which  estimated  tbe  total  length  of  the  "  South  Pass  ^  at  12.9 
miles,  thus  embracing  the  entire  distance  from  the  deep  water  in  the 
river  above  to  deep  water  in  the  Gulf. 

To  the^second  paragraph  of  this  query  we  answer,  Yes ;  provided  the 
depth  so  obtained  has  a  bottom  width  required  by  the  fifth  section  of  tbe 
act  of  Congress. 

The  obligation  of  the  United  States  to  pay  half  a  million  of  dollars 
on  obtaining  a  channel  twenty  feet  in  depth,  and  of  not  less  than  two  hun- 
dred feet  in  width,  is  expressed  in  that  section  in  terms  which  apply  exclu- 
sively to  the  "wide  and  deep  channel, between  the  South  Pass  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Eiver  and  the  Oulf  of  Mexico.''  The  obligations  of  Mr.  Eads  in 
reference  to  the  shoal  at  the  head  of  the  pass  are  expressed  in  the 
second  proviso  to  section  4  of  the  act,  the  language  of  which  provides 
all  necessary  guarantees,  and  is  the  only  language  of  the  law  defining 
depths,  &c.,  which  does  apply  to  this  shoal. 

Query  2.  What  depth  and  width  of  obannel  is  it  desirable  to  secare  permanently 
through  this  shoid  f 

The  second  proviso  to  section  4  of  the  act  demands  a  navigable  depth 
"  through  said  pass,"  and  of  course  through  this  shoal,  of  "  twenty  feet" 
within  thirty  months;  and  '<  an  additional  depth  of  not  less  than  two  feet 
during  each  succeeding  year  thereafter,  until  twenty-si^  feet  shall  have 
been  secured."  We  deem  these  depths  to  be  satisfactory ;  and,  consid- 
ering that  an  inland  channel  requires  less  depth  for  equal  facility  of 
navigation  than  a  sea-exposed  bar,  that  they  are  fairly  equivalent  to  the 
greater  depths  demanded  by  the  act  in  its  fifth  section  for  the  <<  wide 
and  deep  channel  connecting  the  pass  with  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.'^ 

With  regard  to  the  width  of  channel  through  this  shoal,  it  is  probable 
that  all  the  necessities  of  commerce  would  be  satisfied,  at  least  for  a 
time,  by  a  width  sufficient  for  the  passage  of  a  single  vessel.  One  hun- 
dred feet  would  suffice  for  this  purpose.  We  deem  it  desirable  to  pro- 
vide ultimately  a  channel  wide  enough  for  two  large  ships  to  pass  each 
other  when  under  full  headway,  without  danger  of  collision.  This 
would  require  a  bottom-width  of,  say,  two  hundred  feet.  Though  this 
is  somewhat  greater  than  is  now  to  be  found  in  reaches  of  considerable 
length  in  the  body  of  the  South  Pass  itself,  below  Grand  Bayou,  we  rec- 
ommend it  as  a  desirable  width  to  be  secured. 

QuBRY  3.  What  is  yoar  interpretation  of  the  words  **  average  flood-tide^  as  ased 
ip  the  second  (fifth)  section  of  the  act  f 

The  phrase  "  average  flood-tide  ^  is  used  in  the  section  referred  to 
only  in  reference  to  the  depths  prescribed  in  that  section,  which  depths 
refer  exclusively  to  the ''  wide  and  deep  channel  between  the  South  Pass 
of  the  Mississippi  Kiver  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,^  i.  e.,  to  the  channel 
to  be  created  by  *' jetties  and  auxiliary  works  ^  through  the  sea-bar  of  the 
South  Pass.  The  expression  does  not  apply  to  the  '<  navigable  depth" 
to  be  secured  "  through  the  pass  ^  in  the  second  proviso  of  the  fourth 
section  of  the  act ;  and  hence  not  to  the  depth  to  be  secured  through 
the  shoal  at  the  <^  head  of  the  pass."  The  matter  is  left,  as  is  the  width, 
to  be  governed  by  the  general  prescription  of  providing  a  "  navigable 
depth."  This  navigable  depth  ought  to  be  found  at  the  low  as  well  as 
at  the  high  stages  of  the  river.  We  therefore  consider  the  principle 
governing  the  decision  of  the  Chief  of  Engineers  in  his  endorsement  on 
the  letter  of  Major  Gomstock,  communicated  to  us  with  your  letter  of 
instructions,  to  be  the  correct  one  for  the  head  of  the  Pass,  viz  that 
the  measure  of  depths  prescribed  by  the  second  proviso  to  the  fourth 
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section  of  the  act  should  be  from  the  level  of  average  high  tides  "  occor- 
rlDg  daring  the  stage  of  the  river  when  the  volame  is  least  ;'^  that  is, 
the  mean  of  the  high  waters  of  the  river  at  this  place,  taken  for  one  or 
more  lunations  when  the  river  is  at  what  is  known  as  its  low  stage» 
inasmuch,  however,  as  Major  Comstock  found  it  necessary  to  fix  pro- 
visionally his  zero  on  insufficient  data,  it  is  recommended  that  it  be 
revised  on  the  principle  above  stated. 

In  reference  to  the  prescriptions  of  the  second  (fifth)  section  of  the 
act,  the  phrase  "average  flood-tide"  has  been  universally  accepted  to 
mean  average  high  water  of  the  tide ;  and,  with  no  qualifications  in  the 
language,  we  understand  this  to  mean  the  average  of  all  daily  observed 
high  \fBters  throughout  the  full  cycle  of  a  year,  ^o  complaint  has  been 
made  as  to  the  zero-mark  fixed  by  the  engineer  officer  for  tbe  determina- 
tion of  the  depths  of  water  at  the  gulf  end  of  the  Pass.  It  is  possible 
that,  having  been  established  on  a  series  of  only  three  lunations  from 
August  19  to  November  9,  it  may  vary  slightly  from  what  would  be 
given  by  such  a  protracted  series  of  observations.  It  is,  however,  our 
opinion  that  this  zero,  as  established,  is  so  nearly  correct,  that  it  need 
not  be  altered,  for  alteration  would  involve  confusion  in  the  comparison 
of  future  soundings  with  those  heretofore  made. 

Query  4.  I  desire  a  fnU  expressiou  of  yonr  opinion  as  to  ''the  materials  used  and  tbe 
character  and  permanency  ^itb  which  the  jetties  are  bein^  constructed,''  and  as  to 
whether  the  work  is  being  constructed  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  act,  as  mentioned 
in  the  tenth  section  thereof. 

The  several  reports  of  Major  Comstock,  the  United  States  engineer 
officer,  give  a  very  precise  description  of  the  materials  used.  Maps 
No.  2  of  his  reports  of  June  9, 1876,  (since  printed  as  Ex.  Doc.  No.  77, 
Senate,  Forty-fourth  Congress,  first  session,)  and  of  his  fourth  report  of 
September  20, 1876,  represent  to  the  eye  so  clearly  the  section  profiles, 
the  component  parts,  the  dimensions,  and  manner  of  construction  of  the 
two  jetties,  that  ^e  need  add  nothing  descriptively.  Our  opinion 
thereon  is  expressed  as  follows : 

The  commission  of  engineers  of  1874  gave  the  project  for  these  works 
a  protracted  study,  and  set  forth  a  plan  and  details,  with  estimates 
founded  thereon.  While  Mr.  Eads  is,  by  the  language  of  the  act,  '^  un- 
trammeled  in  the  exercise  of  his  judgment  and  skill  in  the  location,  de- 
sign, and  construction  of  said  jetties  and  auxiliary  works,"  yet  he  is  re- 
quired by  the  law  to  construct  '^  thoroughly  substantial  and  permanent 
works,  by  which  said  channel  may  be  maintained  for  all  time  after  their 
completion."  We  find  that  in  general  plan  the  jetties  of  Mr.  Eads  cor- 
respond substantially  with  those  designed  by  the  board.  The  materials 
to  be  used,  as  recommended  by  the  board,  were,  after  methods  long 
employed  in  Holland,  to  be  of  layers  of  mattresess,  of  willows  or  oth^r 
suitable  twigs  or  saplings,  placed  in  layers,  with  intervening  layers  of 
quarry-stone.  Still  this  design  was  in  no  respect  obligatory  upon  Mr. 
Eads,  nor  should  it  have  been  upon  an  engineer  officer  of  the  United 
States  charged  to  execute  this  work.  With  no  experience  in  this  country 
in  the  execution  of  such  a  work,  in  such  a  locality,  and  on  this  scale,  it 
was  impossible  to  foresee  exactly  what  the  work  should  be.  The  board 
expressly  states  that  '^  it  is  of  opinion  that  experience  in  construction 
may  very  probably  show  that  the  cross-section  of  the  dikes  may  be  re- 
duced, thus  lessening  the  cost."  It  was  also  an  opinion  of  the  board  and 
other  engineers  that  tbe  methods  of  Holland  would  undergo  material 
modification  in  their  actual  application  in  this  country,  and  that  experi- 
ence^in  the  work  on  the  locality  would  also  show  the  cheapest  and  best 
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methods.  Mr.  Eadshas  modified  very  materially  the  Holland  model  of 
mattresses,  and  the  mattresses  he  has  used  are  doubtless  much  inferior 
to  those  of  the  Dutch.  Again,  the  amount  of  stone  thus  far  used  has 
been  very  small  indeed,  barely  enough  to  sink  the  mattresses.  Never- 
theless, the  jetties  so  constructed,  except  at  their  ends  in  deep  water, 
where  some  damage  has  been  done,  have  resisted,  without  material  in- 
jury, the  floods,  storms,  and  waves,  and  there  has  been  more  than  a 
year's  exposure,  with  its  winter  and  autumnal  storms,  for  some  portions 
of  the  existing  work. 

We  do  not  conceive  it  to  be  required  of  Mr.  Eads  that  each  stage  of 
the  progress  shall  exhibit  such  <'  substantial  and  permanent  work  "  as  the 
law  ultimately  contemplates,  but  rather  that  each  stage  of  the  work 
shall  show  an  adequacy  to  create  a  channel  of  the  depth  and  width  de- 
manded, and  at  the  same  time  such  a  fair  and  honest  prosecution  of  the 
work  as  shall  be,  as  far  as  it  has  gone,  so  much  really  accomplished 
toward  the  construction  of  works  which,  in  the  language  of  the  law, 
*'  may  be  maintained  for  all  time  after  their  completion." 

While  we  believe  that  engineer  oflBcers,  applying  moneys  appropriated 
to  meet  their  estimates  by  Congress,  would  have  executed  the  work  dif- 
ferently, especially  in  applying  freely  stone  to  each  layer  of  mattresses, 
we  are  nevertheless  of  opinion  that  the  work  is  being  constructed  essen- 
tially according  to  '^  the  spirit  of  the  act  as  mentioned  in  the  tenth 
{thirteenth)  section  thereof." 

We  would  add  that  the  greatest  variation  from-  the  sectional  designs 
of  the  board  of  1874  for  the  jetties,  is  to  be  found  on  their  sea  $ides. 
That  board  recommended  that  the  jetties  should  have  on  their  sea  sides 
the  same  slopes  as  on  the  river  or  channel  side.  As  actually  built  upon 
the  foundation  mattresses,  the  sea  sides  are  vertical.  This  construction 
appears  to  answer  every  purpose  throughout  most  of  the  length,  for  the 
wide  shoals  on  each  side  afford  great  protection,  and  there  is,  as  had 
been  expected,  a  great  accumulation  of  river-sediment  and  wave-deposit 
against  the  exterior  of  the  jetties  by  which  that  protection  is  augmented. 

The  outer  ends  of  the  two  jetties,  and  especially  the  end  of  the  east- 
•ern  one,  extend  beyond  their  protection,  and  are  greatly  exposed  ;  and 
we  deem  that  an  enlargement  of  section  and  a  large  application  of  stone 
to  be  essential  to  security. 

Query  5.  T  should  be  fflad  to  receive  any  general  suggestions  in  connection  with 
this  very  important  work,  which  you  think  wiU  assist  me  in  performing  the  duties 
required  of  the  Secretary  of  War  by  this  act. 

The  more  important  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  the  Secretary  of  War 
by  the  act  are  embraced  in  the  thirteenth  section  ;  and  of  these,  the  only 
one  on  which  we  have  any  suggestions  to  offer  is  that  which  requires 
him  to  see  that  the  works  shall  be  of  such  substantial  and  permanent 
character  as  shall  maintain  the  channel  for  all  time  after  their  comple- 
tion. 

We  have  already  remarked  that  we  deem  not  only  an  enlargement  of 
43ection,  but  a  large  application  of  stone  to  be  essential  to  the  security  of 
the  jetties,  their  sea  ends  especially,  and  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  this 
enlargement  of  section  at  the  sea  ends  and  consolidation  throughout  by 
the  application  of  stone  should  be  undertaken  at  once,  and  a  reasonable 
progress  therein  be  made  the  condition  of  the  second  and  all  future  pay- 
ments. The  immediate  and  full  consolidation  of  the  jetties  should  be 
neither  required  nor  expected,  as  they  will  continue  to  settle  for  some 
time,  both  by  subsidence  of  the  bottom  upon  which  they  rest,  and  by  the 
compression  of  the  mattresses  of  which  they  are  largely  composed.    Bat 
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this  settlement  and  consolidation  shoald  be  hastened,  as  has  jast  been 
remarked,  by  the  application  of  stone  from  time  to  time,  so  that  they 
may  be  in  condition  to  receive  their  final  finish  as  soon,  at  least,  as  the 
expected  full  depth  of  water  in  the  channel  has  been  obtained. 

The  present  works  at  the  head  of  the  pass  are  mostly  of  a  tentative 
and  temporary  character,  and  as  their  proper  positions  ere  determined 
shoald  be  replaced  by  substantial  and  permanent  structures,  to  be  com- 
pleted before  final  payments  are  made. 
Kespectfully  submitted. 

J.  G.  BAENAED, 
Col.  of  Eng.  and  Bvt  Maj.  Oenl, 
H.  G,  WEIGHT, 
Lt»  Col.  of  Engr8.^  Bvt,  Maj,  Oenl, 
B.  S.  ALEXANDEE, 
Lt.  Col,  Engt's.y  Bvt,  Brig,  Oen,j  U,  8.  A. 
Hon.  J.  D.  Cameron, 

Secretary  of  War^  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washingtotij  November  14,  1876. 

Sir  :  I  have  tbe  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  report  of  the  command- 
3g  officer  of  the  Leavenworth  military  prison  for  the  year  ending  June 
0,  1876,  accompanied  by  the  reports  of  the  quartermaster  and  the 
ttending  surgeon  on  duty  at  tbe  prison. 

The  period  covered  by  these  reports  is  chosen  because  a  more  satis- 
ictory  statement  can  thus  be  presented  of  the  principal  operations  at 
tie  prison,  the  work  of  fitting  the  buildings  for  the  reception  and  safe- 
eeping  of  prisoners  having  been  brought  to  a  close  with  the  end  of  that 
eriod. 

With  the  commencement  of  the  present  fiscal  year  the  institution  be- 
iu  what  may  with  propriety  be  considered  the  first  year  of  its  exist- 
ice,  having  previously  no  means  provided  for  its  maintenance.  AH 
ipplies,  except  those  purchased  with  tbe  funds  realized  from  tbe  savings 
Id  labor  of  prisoners  and  produce  of  tbe  prison  farm  and  gardens, 
ere,  up  to  that  time,  drawn  from  tbe  supply  departments  for  tbe  Army. 
An  act  of  Congress,  approved  March  3, 1875,  appropriated  $100,000 
r  altering  and  fitting  three  stone  buildings  for  a  prison  and  for  build- 
g  a  wall  around  the  same.  It  was  found,  however,  when  all  plans 
^re  matured  and  the  work  well  under  way,  that  the  arrangements  for 
e  accommodation  of  tbe  sick,  by  placing  the  hospital  department  in 
te  of  tbe  main  buildings,  which  also  contained  quarters  and  other  ac- 
mmodations,  were  entirely  unsuitable  and  inadequate.  A  small  addi- 
>nal  appropriation  would  therefore  be  required  for  the  construction  of 
proper  hospital  building.  In  December,  1875,  the  Secretary  of  War 
bmitted  to  Congress  a  request  for  an  appropriation  of  $12,000  for  this 
^rpose.  The  same  amount  has  been  submitted  for  the  same  purpose  in 
B  estimates  for  tbe  next  fiscal  year,  and  it  is  respectfully  recommended 
B.t  request  be  made  that  it  pass  so  as  to  become  available  immediately. 
^e  increased  number  of  prisoners  and  tbe  great  danger  incurred  with 
e  present  arrangements,  particularly  in  case  of  infectious  or  epidemic 
^ease,  make  it  necessary  that  prompt  action  be  taken. 
3?be  income  of  the  prison  arising  from  savings  from  the  ration,  sales 
vegetables,  &c.,  and  work  in  the  shops,  for  the  period  from  October 
1^875,  (to  which  date  tbe  last  annual  report  was  made,)  to  June  30, 
76,  was  $846.88,  which  is  regarded  aB  favorable,  inasmuch  as  there  > 
-re  no  means  then  provided  to  obtain  material  for  manufactures  of 
y  kind.  Comparing  that  with  the  income  from  the  same  sources  for 
^  period  from  July  1, 1876,  to  September  30, 1876,  (during  a  part  of 
^icb  the  funds  for  the  maintenance  of  tbe  prison,  furnishing  material, 
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&c.,  were  available,)  amouDtiDg  to  $1,1^8.68,  there  is  foaod  a  gain  of 
a  little  over  dOO  ner  cent,  iu  this  particular. 

It  is  not  considered  necessary  to  repeat  the  exhibit  made  in  the  last 
annual  report  of  the  saving  to  the  Government,  growing  out  of  labor 
performed  by  prisoners  about  the  post,  instead  of  hiring  civilians, 
which  is  not  represented  in  the  above. 

The  income  of  the  prison  is  used  for  the  purchase  of  articles  of  furni- 
ture, table-ware,  implements  of  various  kinds  for  use  in  and  about  the 
prison,  extra  articles  of  diet,  books  for  prison  library,  stationery,  tobacco, 
&c.y  &c.,  all  for  the  benefit  of  the  prisoners.  There  was  a  balance  on 
hand  September  30, 1876,  of  $49.77. 

The  health  of  the  prisoners,  judging  from  the  report  of  the  medical 
oflScer,  is  considered  very  favorable,  and  with  proper  advantages  for 
the  care  of  the  sick,  a  good  condition  of  affairs  in  this  respect  might  be 
expected  at  all  times.  An  inspection  of  the  prison  is  made  monthly  by 
the  medical  director  of  the  Department  of  the  Missouri,  an  officer Vbo 
is  not  under  the  direction  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  prison,  aod 
reports  are  regularly  made  by  him  of  the  hygienic  condition  of  the 
prison  buildings  and  grounds,  and  the  quality  of  food  and  its  prepara- 
tion. 

The  number  of  prisoners  who  earn  the  regulation  abatement  of  sen- 
tence of  five  days  per  month  for  continuous  good  conduct,  and  are  re- 
eased  before  the  expiration  of  the  full  term  of  confinement  under  sen- 
tence, may  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  the  good  discipline  administered 
at  the  institution,  and  also  commends  the  regulation  allowing  such  abate- 
ment as  a  wise  measure. 

During  the  period  when  the  alteration  of  the  buildings  was  carried 
on,  the  facilities  for  easy  escape  were  numerous,  owing  to  the  detached 
movements  of  individual  prisoners  or  small  parties  about  the  grounds 
of  the  military  post  This  is  a  disadvantage  hardly  possible  to  be 
entirely  removed,  so  long  as  the  prisoners,  instead  of  being  employed 
in  workshops  inside  the  prison  walls,  are  used  to  perform  the  duty  ot 
laborers  about  the  post  of  Fort  Leavenworth.  It  is  understood  that  the 
Secretary's  attention  has  been  invited  to  this  subject  by  the  board  of 
commissioners,  but  their  report  has  not  been  seen  by  me. 

The  authorized  strength  of  the  guard  is  now  seventy-five  men,  and 
their  duties  are  greater  and  more  confining  than  usual  at  a  garrisoned 
post.  In  this  connection  attention  is  respectfully  invited  to  the  recom- 
mendation contained  in  the  report  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
prison  relative  to  an  increase  of  pay  on  account  of  the  extra  duty  per- 
formed by  the  guard. 

The  prison  accommodations  being  now  adequate,  all  commanders  of 
departments,  except  those  in  the  Military  Division  of  the  Pacifi.c,  where 
prisoners  are  sent  to  Alcatraz  Island,  a  sort  of  branch  prison,  now  have 
the  Secretary's  authority  to  send  all  prisoners  of  their  commands,  con- 
victed of  military  ofifenses  and  sentenced  for  terms  of  not  less  than  one 
year,  to  the  Leavenworth  military  prison. 

A  statement  showing  the  gain  and  loss  in  the  number  of  prisoners 
for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1876,  is  respectfully  submitted  here- 
with. 

Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant'  Oeneral 

The  Hon.  Secretary  .of  War. 
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Adjutant-Gkneral^s  Office, 

Washington,  November  14,  1876. 

Statement  of  the  number  of  prisoners  gained  and  lost  at  the  Leavenworth  military 
prison.  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  for  the  year  ending  September  30, 1876 : 

Remaining  in  confinement  undergoing  sentence  September  'M,  1875 225 

Received  during  the  year 310 

Aggregate  in  confinement  during  the  year 535 

Discharge  prior  to  expiration  of  sentence  by  regulation  allowing  abate- 
ment of  five  days  for  each  month  of  consecutive  good  conduct 148 

Discharged  on  expiration  of  sentence 5 

Discharged  by  remission  of  sentence 10 

Discharged  on  surgeon's  certificate  of  disability 1 

Transferred  to  Kansas  penitentiary  for  penitentiary  offenses 1 

Escaped 45 

Died 3 

213 

Remaining  at  the  prl.ion  September  30,  1876 322 


United  States  Military  Prison, 

Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans,,  July  22,  1876. 

Sir:  I  bave  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  reports  of  the  quarter- 
master  and  medical  officer  of  this  prison,  showing  the  operation  of  their 
departments  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  to  which  I  invite 
your  particular  attention,  as  I  think  the  report  of  the  quartermaster, 
especially,  shows  a  very  large  amount  of  work  done  for  the  amount  of 
money  expended,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  large  number  of  prisoners 
taken  from  my  control  and  employed  under  the  direction  of  the  depot- 
quartermaster  we  should  have  been  able  to  make  a  much  better  show- 
ing of  work  around  the  prison.  The  men  working  outside  were,  perhaps, 
as  profitably  employed  for  the  Government  as  those  working  on  the 
prison-grounds. 

At  the  time  of  my  last  report,  September  30,  1875,  there  were  two 
hundred  and  twenty -four  prisoners  held  in  this  prison ;  since  that  date 
two  hundred  and  twelve  additional  prisoners  have  been  received  and 
fifteen  escaped  prisoners  recaptured,  making  a  total  of  four  hundred 
and  fifty-one.  Our  losses  during  the  same  time  have  been :  Discharged, 
one  hundred  and  twenty-eight;  escaped,  thirty-three;  died,  two;  trans- 
ferred, three.  Total,  one  hundred  and  sixty-six.  Eemaiuing  in  prison 
June  30, 1876,  two  hundred  and  eighty-five. 

On  the  30th  of  September,  the  time  of  my  last  report,  the  prison  fund 
was  in  debt  to  the  amount  of  $82.90.  Since  then  the  indebtedness  has 
been  paid,  and  we  have  now  on  hand,  June  30,  1876,  for  expenditure 
the  sum  of  $436.32.  For  items,  see  inclosed  copy  of  prison  treasurer's 
monthly  statement. 

From  the  1st  of  October,  1875,  to  the  30th  of  June,  1876,  the  prisoners 
have  generally  been  very  profitably  employed,  as  follows:  Working  in 
gardens  and  grounds  of  officers  connected  with  headquarters  of  the 
department,  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  fourteen  days'  labor; 
woilcing  under  the  direction  of  the  depot-quartermaster,  making 
and  repairing  roads,  quarrying  stone,  laying  sewers,  building  cess-pools, 
cellars,  &c.,  and  general  work  around  depot,  eleven  thousand  two 
hundred  and  four  days'  labor;  working  on  road  to  city,  under  the 
direction  of  Lieutenant  Whitten,  Fifth  United  States  infantry,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty  days;  ''laborers"  working  under 
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the  direction  of  the  prison-quartermaster,  building  quarters,  bar- 
racks, stables,  workshops,  cisterns,  cess-pools,  sewers,  &c.,  for  a  full 
description  of  which  see  inclosed  report  of  the  prison-quartermaster, 
ten  thousand  six  hundred  and  seventy-six  days'  skilled  labor  and 
seventeen  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-one  days'  common  labor: 
otherwise  employed  around  prison  as  clerks,  cooks,  laundrymen,  police- 
room  orderlies,  &c.,  eighteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven 
days'  labor. 

On  the  7th  of  September,  1875,  the  department  commander  set  aside 
about  one  hundred  acres  of  timbered  ground  along  the  Missouri  River 
as  a  farm  and  garden  for  the  use  of  the  prison.  During  the  fall  and  win- 
ter of  1875  and  1876  I  cleared  about  twenty  acres  of  this  land,  which 
I  now  have  under  cultivation  with  a  fair  promise  of  raising  all  the  vege- 
tables that  will  be  required  for  the  year.  In  addition  to  the  prison 
garden,  I  procured  the  use  of  about  sixteen  acres  of  old  ground  on  the 
Government  farm,  in  which  I  have  about  twelve  acres  of  late  iiotatoes; 
the  remainder  in  corn,  beans,  and  carrots.  All  our  crops  are  looking 
remarkably  well,  and  it  is  estimated  that  we  shall  not  raise  less  than 
twenty-five  hundred  bushels  of  potatoes.  Duriug  the  past  spring  we  have 
built  over  two  miles  of  substantial  post  and  board  fence,  and  a  piggery 
in  which  we  now  have  sixteen  brood-sows.  We  have  also  built  a  soap 
factory,  where,  from  the  bones  and  slush  saved  from  the  kitchen,  and  the 
ashes  from  the  furnace,  we  make  all  the  soap  required  for  prison  use. 

The  conduct  of  the  prisoners  has  generally  been  excellent,  so  that  I 
have  found  it  necessary  to  punish  but  very  little.  Owing  to  the  differ 
ent  nature  of  the  offenses  for  which  men  are  held  in  confinement  here 
from  those  usually  held  in  State  penitentiaries,  I  have  not  deemed  it 
advisable  to  maintain  the  very  strict  discipline  required  in  the  latter 
institutions,  and  have  therefore  on  Sundavs  and  other  holidavs  allowed 
the  men  the  privilege  of  the  yard  in  which  to  amuse  themselves  as  they 
see  fit,  as  long  as  they  do  not  break  the  prison-rules.  I  also  allow  them 
the  privilege  of  walking  and  talking  in  the  corridors  (when  not  out  at 
work)  until  lockiug-up  time,  and  think  it  has  a  beneficial  effect. 

By  referring  to  the  report  of  the  assistant  quartermaster,  it  will  be 
seen  that  we  have  opened  a  new  quarry  on  the  grounds  assigned  to  the 
prison ;  have  laid  a  rail  track,  put  up  the  stationary  engine,  and  have 
everything  in  readiness  to  commence  putting  up  the  permanent  wall; 
but  our  funds  being  exhausted  we  can  do  nothing  more  until  a  new  ap- 
propriation is  made.  This  appropriation,  however,  need  be  but  small^ 
say  $15,000,  for  the  present  year;  for  with  the  exception  of  one  citizen 
as  general  superintendent  of  all  the  workshops,  one  foreman  each  for 
blacksmiths'  shops,  stone  quarry ,  and  stone-masons,  one  foremau  fnrmej. 
two  engineers,  one  for  the  engine  which  runs  the  machinery  and  also 
does  our  cooking  and  heating,  and  one  engineer  for  engine  used  in  haul 
ing  rock  up  inclined  plane  from  quarry,  one  clerk  for  quartermaster 
and  prison-treasurer,  and  six  teamsters,  the  work  can  all  bo  done  by 
prison-labor.  The  general  superintendent  and  clerk  to  be  paid  at  the 
rate  of  $125  each  per  mouth,  the  three  other  foremen  and  two  engineers 
$100  each  per  month,  one  foreman  farmer  at  $50  per  month,  and  six 
teamsters  at  $30  each  per  month,  making  a  total  of  $11,700  per  year  for 
hire  of  citizen  employes,  and  leaving  $3,240  for  the  purchase  of  \\m 
and  material  and  for  the  manufacture  of  tools. 

In  relation  to  the  prison-guard,  1  consider  seventy-five  enlisted  men 
is  the  smallest  number  that  we  can  get  along  with  in  safety,  and  to  insure 
that  we  shall  have  none  but  the  very  best  men.    The  pay  of  one-tourth 
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the  number  should  be  equal  to  that  of  a  sergeant-major,  one-half  that  of 
first  sergeant,  and  the  remaining  one-fourth  that  of  sergeant  of  infantry. 
The  reasons  for  recommending  this  increase  of  pay  are  that  the  duties 
are  very  responsible  and  contining,  every  member  of  the  guard  being  on 
duty  daily,  and  none  but  the  best  of  men  can  be  trusted  to  perform  the 
duties  properly. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

J.  M.  ROBERTSON, 
Major  Third  United  States  Artillery^ 
JSvt  Brig.  Oen.^  U.  S.  A.,  Commanding, 

The  Adjutant-General  U.  S.  A., 

Wa'Shington,  D.  C, 
(Through  Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri.) 


Post  Hospital,  U.  S.  Military  Prison, 

July  1, 187G. 

Sir:  In  reporting  upon  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  inmates  of  this 
institution,  cause  for  congratulation  may  well  be  found  iiJ  the  small  ra- 
tio of  men  upon  the  sick-report ;  although  the  death-rate  of  such  as 
have  been  taken  seriously  ill  has  been  perhaps  larger  than  ordinary,  sev- 
eral causes  present  themselves  as  operating  to  bring  at)out  this  result, 
foremost  among  which  is  the  despondency  and  listlessness  which  attacks, 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  almost  every  man  deprived  of  his  liberty. 
In  spite  of  good  and  ample  food,  comfortable  clothing,  satisfactory  hy- 
gienic relations,  and,  for  an  institution  of  this  kind,  remarkable  freedom 
of  intercourse  among  the  inmates,  there  is  a  decided  loss  of  nervous 
force,  exemplified  principally  on  the  sick-bed.  That  the  accommodations 
of  the  hospital  are  not  what  they  should  be,  is  only  too  patent;  and 
numerous  reports  on  the  subject,  and  applications  for  alterations  in  the 
hospital,  as  well  as  for  a  new  hospital,  have  been  forwarded,  without  as 
yet  eliciting  any  favorable  action  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  at 
Washington.  Aside  from  the  inconveniences  to  the  sick,  the  location 
of  the  ward  underneath  the  general  dormitories,  and  separated  by  only  a 
board  partition  from  the  workshops,  is  not  only  objectionable  but  dan- 
gerous; for  in  the  ev^nt  of  the  admission  to  the  ward  of  only  a  single 
case  of  contagious  or  infectious  disease,  it  would  be  almost  impossible 
to  prevent  its  extension  and  general  distribution ;  although,  with  ex- 
treme good  fortune,  infection  from  typhoid  and  erysipelatous  diseases 
has  so  far  been  kept  fjjom  spreading,  notwithstanding  the  several  cases 
reported. 

Fevers,  both  of  the  remittent  and  intermittent  type;  rheumatism, 
acute  and  chronic;  affections  of  the  throat  and  lungs,  (tonsillitis,  bron- 
chitis, pleurisy,  and  pneumonia,)  attributable  to  direct  exposure ;  and  of 
the  bowels,  (constipation,  dysentery,  and  diarrhea,)  attributable  to  the 
character  of  or  changes  in  diet,  have  occurred  the  greatest  number  of 
times,  whilst  contusions,  punctured  and  incised  wounds,  the  result  of 
carelessness  and  sprains,  fill  up  a  fair  share  of  the  hospital  case-book. 

Eight  cases  of  sunstroke  occurred  during  the  month  of  July — five  on 
the  fifteenth,  ten  on  the  seventeenth,  and  one  on  the  thirteenth.  The 
mean  temperature  for  the  month  was  850.33,  the  maximum  tempera- 
ture being  recorded  on  the  sixteenth,  when  the  mercury  stood  at  07^. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  heat  was  at  no  time  excessive,  and  that 
the  unusual  number  of  cases  of  this  disease  must  be  accounted  for  by 
a  moderately  high  temperature  continued  through  night  and  day.    The 
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maximum  report  for  tbe  twenty-first  and  for  the  twenty-second 
days  of  Jane  shows  an  altitnde  of  99^,  (the  two  hottest  days  of  the 
summer,)  unattended  by  any  ill  effects.  The  mean  temperature  of  Au- 
gust was  slightly  lower  than  that  of  June,  820.53  and  830.66  respectively; 
whilst  that  of  September  reached  only  76^.66;  nevertheless  the  first 
day  of  the  latter  month  marked  95^,  and  the  second  day,  with  a  lower 
temperature,  furnished  an  additional  case.  Of  these  nine  cases  bat 
one  proved  fatal,  several,  however,  presenting  relapses  in  their  progress 
toward  convalescence,  one  remaining  in  hospital  for  nearly  six  weeks. 

One  case  of  nostalgia  is  reported,  and  but  three  of  frost  bite,  although 
the  men  were  much  exposed  during  the  whole  season,  first  in  cutting 
and  putting  up  ice  for  the  use  of  the  garrison,  and  afterwards  in 
working  out  of  doors  whilst  the  ground  was  covered  with  snow.  The 
lowest  temperature  during  the  winter  was  minus  nine  degrees,  for 
February  1,  1876. 

The  ventilation  of  the  prison  is  excellent,  an  abundance  of  fresh  air 
being  at  all  times  diffused  throughout  the  cells.  Ko  opportunity  bas 
been  lost,  and  every  procedure  likely  to  prove  advantageous  in  this 
respect  wa^  at  once  put  into  execution. 

The  food  of  the  men  is  sufficient,  well  cooked,  and  varied  as  often  as 
possible.  Bread  is  baked  daily,  and  is  of  the  best  quality,  each  pris- 
oner eating  a  little  more  than  his  ration. 

Prisoners  in  hospital  are  allowed  butter,  eggs,  milk,  fish,  &c.,  and, 
indeed,  whatever  may  be  thought  necessary,  and  in  pardcalar  cases 
whatever  the  patient  may  crave. 

The  police  of  the  grounds  is  thorough,  and  cleanliness  in  the  cells, 
corridors,  and  different  workshops,  in  the  kitchen,  dining-rooms,  and 
bakery,  may  be  said  to  be  perfect. 

The  weekly  bath  is  hardly  one  of  compulsion,  the  men  being  not 
only  ready  but  anxious  at  the  appointed  time,  frequently  requesting 
from  the  surgeon  in  charge  permission  for  an  extra  indulgence  therein. 

For  the  year  ending  June  30,  1876,  the  average  number  of  i)ersons, 
not  including  officers'  families,  laundresses,  or  their  children,  depend- 
ent upon  this  hospital  for  medicines,  has  been  315^,  whilst  the  total 
number  of  sick,  including  those  in  quarters  as  well  as  in  hospital, 
during  the  whole  year,  amounts  to  only  331,  giving  a  total  of  1,049  sick 
during  the  whole  year  to  each  1,000  men  present.  The  ratio  of  sick  to 
well  throughout  the  whole  Army,  as  per  Surgeon-General's  last  annual 
report,  was  1,683  per  1,000  of  mean  strength  ;  an  average  not  greatex 
than  usual.  Allowing  each  person  in  the  Army  to  appear  upon  sick-report 
a  fraction  over  1^  times  in  12  months,  our  report^hows  admissibility  to 
the  sick-report  of  only  a  very  slight  fraction  over  one  appearance  for 
each  man. 

Among  the  colored  prisoners  the  percentage  is  even  less,  their  average 
mean  strength  for  the  year  being  25,  and  the  total  number  of  diseases 
among  them  24. 

Five  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  from  the  following  diseases: 
1  from  sunstroke,  1  from  inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1  from  typho- 
malarial  fever,  and  2  from  pneumonia,  showing  a  ratio  of  deaths  to  tbe 
number  of  sick  of  16  per  1,000.  With  an  appropriate  building  in  which 
to  care  for  the  sick,  1  have  no  doubt  that  this  ratio  may  be  materially 
decreased  during  the  ensuing  year,  and  I  would  therefore  again  respect- 
fully request  the  commanding  officer,  when  sending  in  his  annual  report, 
to  renew  his  endeavors  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  end. 

Accidents,  although  numerous,  have  in  no  case  terminated  fatally* 
One  case  of  fracture  of  the  olecranon  and  internal  condyle  of  the 
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bnmeras  has  resulted  in  a  perfect  arm  ;  and  one  case  of  extensive  lacera- 
tion of  the  hand,  separating  the  whole  palmar  muscular  surface  from 
the  bones,  has  resulted  in  a  very  useful  member. 

One  case  of  gun-shot  wound  is  also  reported.    The  wounds  (from 
buckshot)  were  all  slight. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  S.  TESSON, 
Assistant  SurgeoUj  U.  8.  A. 
The  Post  Adjutant. 


Office  Assistant  Quartermaster, 

United  States  Military  Prison, 
Fort  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  July  1,  1876. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  operations  of  the  quartermastei-'s  department  at  the  United  States 
military  prison,  during  the  year  ending  June  30,  1876. 

alterations  of  prison-buildings. 

Building  No.  1. — This  is  a  substantial  and  well-constructed  building, 
40  by  100  feet,  and  three  stories  in  height,  and  was  originally  used  as  a 
store-house;  and,  upon  the  establishment  of  the  prison  here,  was  par- 
tially fitted  up  for  prison  purposes.  The  arrangements,  however,  were 
very  inferior,  both  as  to  construction  and  ventilation ;  And,  besides, 
their  arrangements  did  not  economize  the  space  the  building  afforded. 

The  first  floor  contained  10  cells,  the  second  20  cells,  and  the  third 
floor  20  cells,  each  intended  for  four  persons. 

To  reconstruct  this  building  so  as  to  utilize  all  of  the  available  room, 
the  third  floor  was  removed,  thus  making  the  second  and  third  stories 
into  one;  and  in  this  room  were  constructed  108  cells  put  up  in  double 
tiers,  and  -three  tiers  in  height.  These  cells  are  4  feet  wide,  7  feet  8 
inches  long,  and  7  feet  7  inches  in  height.  The  cells  are  made  of  two 
thicknesses  of  pine  for  sides  and  back,  with  3-inch  floors.  The  fronts 
are  of  oak  4  by  4  for  door-frames,  with  2  by  4  inch  oak  studding  for 
balance  of  front,  the  pieces  being  placed  2  inches  apart.  The  doors  of 
the  same  material,  but  flatwise,  the  arrangement  being  quite  secure, 
and  at  the  same  time  affording  plenty  of  light  and  a  free  circulation  of 
air. 

The  second  and  third  tiers  of  cells  are  approached  by  broad  balco- 
nies, and  these  are  reached  by  a  double  flight  of  stairs  built  at  the  end 
nearest  the  main  entrance  to  the  cell  room.  To  afford  ample  access  to 
the  cell-room  a  twostory  covered  veranda,  12  feet  wide,  was  built  across 
the  end  of  the  building,  with  broad  stairways  leading  to. the  second 
floor.  Upon  the  second  floor  of  this  veranda  is  arranged  the  room  for 
the  guard.  This  veranda  is  strong  and  durable,  and  was  a  necessity  in 
the  arrangement  of  the  prison. 

Each  cell  is  supplied  with  two  iron-frame  bunks,  the  frame  being  gas- 
pipe,  and  elbows  with  slats  of  wood  secured  to  the  frame  by  two  straps 
of  J-inch  by  1  J-inch  iron.  They  are  adjusted  to  the  side  of  the  cells  so 
as  to  be  raised  or  lowered  at  pleasure.  These  cells  are  provided  with 
the  necessary  locks  and  hinges. 

The  first  story  of  this  building  is  fitted  up  for  a  hospital,  a  dispensary, 
a  saddler's  shop,  upholsterer's  shop,  and  a  tailoi's  shop. 

For  sanitary  purposes  the  building  is  supplied  with  water  by  means 
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of  a  pump  and  tank.    Water  closets  and  nrioals  are  provided,  and  they 
are  provided  with  all  needful  ventilation. 

To  guard  against  fire,  the  building  is  furnished  with  two  hundred  feet 
of  hose,  attached  to  the  tank,  and  which  is  sufficient  to  reach  to  auj 
part  of  the  building. 

The  doors  and  windows  of  this  building  have  all  been  supplied  with 
iron  grating  and  heavy  iron  doors. 

In  preparing  for  the  ventilation,  the  upper  portion  has  been  ceiled; 
and  in  addition  a  large  duct,  extending  the  full  length  of  cells,  has  beeu 
extended  to  the  roof. 

New  gutters  and  spouting  have  been  made  for  this  building. 

The  hospital  has  been  ceiled  and  deafened;  all  needed  painting  of 
iron  and  wood  work  has  been  done;  shops  titted  up,  and  many  other 
things  done  which  seemed  to  be  necessary  to  make  the  building  com- 
fortable and  safe. 

The  cost  of  the  improvements  to  this  building  is  $9,100. 

Building  No.  2. — ^This  building,  when  taken  in  charge,  was  an  old  ware- 
house, three  stories  in  height  above  a  basement.  It  was  considerably 
dilapidated,  and  has  required  a  large  amount  of  repairing  to  make  it 
serviceable  to  the  prison.  To  make  it  serve  the  purposes  required,  the 
basement  was  excavated  as  deep  as  the  foundations  would  allow,  and  a 
wooden  floor  was  laid,  and  a  room  80  feet  long  partitioned  off  for  a 
mess-room  for  the  prisoners.  The  remainder  was  divided  into  store- 
rooms and  passages.  Two  entrances  for  the  prisoners  were  made  through 
the  side  walls  and  direct  from  the  3'ard. 

The  first  story  has  been  fitted  up  for  offices  for  the  commanding  officer 
and  the  quartermaster,  and  four  additional  rooms  for  clerks,  dining- 
room,  and  store-room  for  provost-guard,  kitchen  for  })rovost-guard  and 
prisoners,  and  dumb  waiter  communicating  with  kitchen  and  prisoners' 
dining-room. 

The  second  and  third  stories  were  treated  the  same  as  in  building  No. 
1,  except  that  it  contains  114  cells,  all  fitted  up  and  furnished  in  the  same 
manner.  For  convenience  of  access,  outside  steps,  verandas,  &c.,  have 
all  been  built,  the  first  story  of  which  is  inclosed  and  used  in  connection 
with  the  kitchen.  The  windows  and  doors  have  heavy  iron  guards  and 
iron  doors.  Special  ventilators  have  been  put  in  for  the  kitchen  ;  and 
in  order  to  complete  the  necessary  arrangements  for  cooking,  an  addi- 
tional one-story  room,  14  by  33  feet,  was  built  at  the  side  of  this  building 
for  a  bake-house.  It  has  been  provided  with  oven  and  all  necessary 
fixtures  for  baking  for  five  hundred  men. 

The  water  supply  for  this  building  extends  to  the  kitchen  and  bake- 
house. New  floors  have  been  laid  in  the  kitchen  and  guards'  dining- 
room.  New  ceilings  have  been  put  up,  new  front  veranda  built,  and  all 
necessary  pointing  of  iron  and  wood  work  has  been  done. 

The  cost  of  improvements  is  $13,783. 

Building  No.  3. — This  building  was  originally  a  store-house  and  assist- 
ant quartermaster's  office.  A  portion  of  it  has  been  remodeled  for  offi- 
cers'quarters ;  the  remainder,  after  undergoing  some  changes,  is  now 
used  as  a  storehouse  for  the  quartermaster  and  hospital  property  of 
the  prison. 

The  improvements  required  in  making  the  change  to  officers'  quarters 
have  beeu  the  building  of  a  veranda  in  front  and  on  one  end  of  the 
building,  with  the  necessary  steps,  additional  entrance- ways  to  the  base- 
ments in  front  and  in  rear,  excavations  in  rear  and  at  end  for  areas, 
which  have  been  walled  and  paved.  The  quarters  have  been  suppli^ 
with  water  by  tanks,  pumps,  &c.    Bath  rooms,  water-closets,  and  sinks 
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have  been  put  in  the  commaDdiDg  officer's  quarters,  and  quartermaster's 
quarters  replastered  and  painted.  The  basement  of  quartermaster's 
quarters  painted  ;  dumb-waiters  put  in  both  sets  of  quarters ;  drains  laid 
and  water  connections  made  with  cisterns ;  grounds  graded,  and  other 
necessary  work  done  to  make  the  quarters  generally  comfortable. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a  new  roof,  cornice,  and  spouting  has  been 
pat  on  the  building,  and  the  exposed  windows  in  the  part  used  for 
quartermaster's  stores  have  been  protected  by  iron  window-guards. 

The  portion  of  building  used  for  quartermaster^  stores  has  had  new 
partitions,  and  the  necessary  shelves  for  the  accommodation  of  the  stores. 

The  costs  of  improvements  to  the  building  is  $6,630. 

Alterations  and  additmis  to  shops. — ^The  shop-building  was  originally 
a  building  38  by  85  feet,  and  two  stories  in  height,  the  upper,  or 
second  story,  being  used  as  sleeping-apartments  for  quartermaster's 
employes,  and  the  first  story  for  blacksmith  and  wagon  shops.  The 
building  has  been  remodeled  as  follows : 

The  old  forges  (very  much  dilapidated)  have  been  taken  down  and 
new  ones  built  in  their  stead,  and  changed  from  the  center  to  side  of 
building,  and  arranged  for  blowers.  The  part  used  for  wood-work  has 
been  supplied  with  substantial  floor,  and  a  tight  partition  put  between 
the  two  rooms. 

In  the  second  story  the  partitions  have  all  been  removed  and  a  new 
ceiling  put  in,  and  a  new  floor  laid,  and  the  whole  fitted  up  for  a  car- 
penter-shop. In  addition  to  remodeling  the  building,  there  has  been  a 
wooden  addition,  16  by  38  feet,  built  to  it  for  a  storeroom  and  shoeing- 
shop  in  first  story  and  paint-shop  in  second  story. 

To  provide  for  boiler,  engine,  &c;,  there  has  been  added  to  this  build- 
ing the  following  stone  buildings,  viz :  A  boiler  and  engine  room  32  by 
38, 16  feet  high ;  a  dry  room,  with  basement,  for  heating  purposes,  14  by 
32  feet;  and  also  a  two  story  building,  45  by  45  feet.  The  first  story  is 
used  for  a  laundry  and  bathroom,  and  the  second  story  for  a  workshop. 
These  are  all  joined  together.  The  walls  are  of  stone  of  ample  thick- 
ness, and  with  high  stories. 

For  the  accommodation  of  the  boilers,  a  substantial  brick  stack,  80 
feet  in  height,  has  been  built. 

The  first  floors  have  been  paved  with  brick  on  edge.  The  necessary 
conductors,  drains,  &c.,  have  been  supplied;  bathrooms  fitted  up; 
closets  for  clothing  supplied ;  platforms  and  stairways  built,  and  all 
parts  put  in  good  condition  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  in- 
tended. 

The  cost  of  improvements  and  repairs,  including  stone  buildings,  is 
$G,470. 

Provostg^uarWs  quarters. — In  order  to  provide  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  provoHt-guard  stationed  at  the  prison,  it  became  necessary  that 
a  new  set  of  quarters  be  erected.  A  new  frame  building  was,  in  con- 
sequence, built.  This  is  a  frame  building,  38  by  104  feet,  and  two  stories 
in  height,  besides  being  supplied  with  an  ample  cellar. 

The  first  story  contains  first  sergeants'  rooms  and  armory,  quarter- 
master-sergeants' room  and  store-room,  dark-cell  room  for  prison,  night- 
guard  sleeping-rooms,  library  and  reading  rooms. 

The  second  story  is  in  one  large  barrack-room,  with  high  ceiling, 
light  and  airy,  and  is  fitted  up  with  locker  for  each  man.  The  building 
is  filled  in  with  brick,  has  two-story  veranda  in  front,  under  which  are 
two  flights  of  stairs.  The  building  is  heated  by  steam,  is  well  venti- 
lated, and  is  in  all  respects  a  good  and  substantial  structure,  and  in  all 
respects  well  adapted  to  barrack  purposes. 
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It  is  represents  on  the  plat  as  No.  5. 

The  cost  of  this  bailding  is  $5,772. 

Frovost  atables. — In  order  to  accommodate  the  horses  used  by  the  pro- 
vost-guard, ac^eap  frame  stable,  (No.  13,)  16  by  100  feet,  has  been  con- 
structed inside  the  prison  inclosure,  This  contains  stable,  with  store- 
room for  grain,  hay,  &c.  A  building  of  this  kind  is  indispensable,  and 
when  final  arrangements  for  the  yard  are  completed,  a  better  and  moro 
substantial  structure  should  be  erected. 

The  cost  of  this  biylding  is  $260. 

New  offlcers^  quarters. — In  order  to  properly  accommodate  the  oflScers 
stationed  at  the  prison,  it  became  necessary  to  build  two  double  sets  of 
quarters.  These  are  frame  buildings,  filled  in  with  brick,  and  are  known 
as  buildings  Nos.  6  and  7.  They  are  two  stories  in  height  for  the  main 
building,  with  kitchen  wing  one  and  one-half  stories  in  height.  The 
front  or  main  building  is  55  by  34  and  the  wing  24  by  36  feet.  They 
have  also  a  small  rear  extension,  forming  pantries  for  each.  They  have 
broad  verandas  in  front  and  also  in  front  of  each  kitchen.  The  fines 
are  ample,  and  all  with  fire-clay  chimneys.  All  the  windows  have  blinds. 
They  have  ample  cellars,  good  cisterns,  14  by  20  feet,  with  brick  and 
cement  walls,  and  each  is  supplied  with  kitchen  force-pump.  Tank  in 
attic,  bath-room,  water  closets,  sinks,  &c.,  with  all  necessary  piping  and 
drains. 

No.  6  has  stove-flues  only,  and  No.  7  is  supplied  with  fire-places. 
Tbey  have  also  ample  closets,  stairways,  &c.,  and  are  in  all  respects  the 
best  and  cheapest  quarters  at  the  post. 

The  cost  of  No.  6  is  $6,902. 
-  The  cost  of  No.  7  is  $7,273. 

These  quarters  are  provided  with  a  small  stable  each,  as  8hown  by 
plat. 

These  being  built  on  ground  considerably  uneven,  have  each  a  base- 
ment, which  makes  them  convenient  for  stable  purposes,  and  thus  mak- 
ing a  larger  amount  of  available  room  in  a  small  building.  The  privies 
for  these  quarters  are  built  in  connection  with  the  stable. 

Stables  at  Nos.  6  and  7  cost  $934. 

Officers^  stable, — This  building  (No.  8  on  the  plat)  is  a  double  stable, 
designed  to  be  used  by  the  commanding  officer  and  the  assistant 
quartermaster.  It  is  28  by  46  feet  on  the  ground,  and  one  and  a  half 
stories  in  height,  with  a  large  basement.  The  first  story  contains  the 
stalls,  carriage-house,  man's  sleeping- room,  and  the  space  above  is  for 
hay. 

They  are  provided  with  good  cisterns  and  the  necessary  piping.  The 
cost  of  this  stable  is  $1,010. 

Hospital-steward^ s  qiiarters. — This  is  a  small  cottage,  (No.  11  on  the 
map.)  It  is  a  frame  building,  16  by  32  feet,  and  one  and  a  half  stories 
in  height,  and  a  kitchen- wing,  16  by  18,  and  one  story  in  height.  It  is 
a  plain  but  substantial  building  of  wood,  with  good  foundations  and 
cellar ;  high  stories ;  well  plastered,  and  provided  with  closets,  pantry, 
gutters,  spouting,  and  everything  complete,  and  for  the  money  expended 
is  the  best  at  the  post.    Cost,  $997. 

No.  10. — This  building  is  the  same  as  No.  11,  and  is  designated  for 
the  use  of  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  prison  machinery. 

The  cost  of  No.  10  building  is  $997. 

Stable  for  public  animals. — This  building  (No.  12)  is  40  by  108  feet, 

with  stalls  for  forty  animals,  ample  loft  for  hay,  and  provision  for  good 

ventilation.    There  is  also  ample  storage  for  grain,  and  sleeping-room 

or  man  in  charge.    The  stalls  are  detached  from  the  sides  of  the  build- 
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iDg  so  as  to  afford  a  passage  around  them,  giving  ample  space  for  feed- 
ing from  the  outside,  and  at  the  same  time  affording  a  freer  circulation 
of  air. 

The  building  is  a  post  and  girt  frame,  boarded  and  battened,  with 
best  shingle  roof,  and  is  in  all  respects  a  good  and  substantial  struc- 
ture. 

This  building  cost  $2,092. 

Hoisting-engine. — This  machinery  is  located  in  building  No.  9;  the 
building  itself  being  a  plain  frame  building,  18  by  26  feet,  and  one  story 
in  height.  It  has  a  post  and  girt  frame,  and  is  boarded  and  battened, 
and  has  a  shingle  roof,  with  the  necessary  doors  and  windows,  and  is 
built  of  old  lumber. 

The  machinery  located  here  is  for  the  purpose  of  hoisting  stone  from 
the  quarry,  about  600  feet  from  the  machinery,  and  about  80  feet  below 
it.  The  track  is  a  3-foot  gauge,  and  is  laid  to  the  quarry,  with  one 
turn-table  and  one  turnout.  About  200  feet  of  track  is  now  laid  in  the 
yard,  and  there  is  on  hand  a  sufQcient  amount  of  rails  and  spikes  for 
any  extension  of  track  that  will  at  present  be  required. 

We  have  on  hand  also  all  necessary  cable  and  trucks  for  hauling 
rock  for  building  yard-wall.  We  have  also  two  substantial  derricks  lor 
handling  rock  at  the  quarries  and  at  the  walls. 

These  improvements  cost  83,771. 

Yardinclosure. — The  prison-yard  is  now  inclosed  by  1,006  feet  of  pine- 
plank  fence,  12  feet  in  height,  supported  by  5  by  5  oak  sawed  posts  and 
2J  J)y  5  inch  oak  rails.  We  have  also  built  several  wooden  watch-tow- 
ers for  the  convenience  of  the  guard  and  for  the  better  security  of  the 
prison. 

A  guard-house  (No.  15)  has  been  constructed  at  the  main  entrance- 
gate.  It  is  of  wood,  boarded  and  battened;  the  inside  divided  into 
two  rooms  and  plastered.  One  room  is  the  quarters  for  the  guard  and 
the  other  is  for  the  tools,  pump,  and  the  fixtures  belonging  to  the  water- 
supply  of  the  prison.  The  roof  of  this  building  extends  over  the  en- 
trance-way and  is  28  by  30  feet. 

The  cost  of  this  building  and  inclosure  is  $1,450. 

GENERAL  OUTSIDE  WORK. 

Drainage. — ^The  drainage  for  the  prison,  as  at  first  contemplated  and 
directed  to  be  done,  was  by  a  system  of  drainage  extending  west  from 
the  prison,  and  as  shown  by  the  blue  dotted  line.  This  system  was  com- 
pleted so  far  as  to  connect  the  prisons  and  old  wash-room  with  a  cess- 
pool about  600  feet  to  the  west  of  the  present  buildings.  It  soon  became 
apparent  that  this  system  would  not  meet  the  requirements  of  the  prison, 
when  it  was  changed  to  the  opposite  direction,  and  pipes  laid  in,  as  shown 
by  the  heavy  blue  line.  Connections  were  made  at  the  intersections  of 
the  first  piping,  thus  changing  the  course.  The  bake-room,  bathroom, 
kitchen,  and  the  prison  buildings  are  now  drained  by  the  system  lead- 
ing to  the  southeast,  and  the  officers'  quarters  by  the  system  leading  to 
the  river,  which  is  shown  by  the  heavy  blue  lines  leading  from  them. 
The  sizes  and  length  are  marked  on  the  plans. 

For  the  accommodation  of  the  present  system  of  sewerage  from  the 
prison-buildings,  it  was  necessary  to  construct  a  cess-pool  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  matter  passing  through  the  pipes.  This  is  an  excavation  in 
the  earth,  walled  up  and  arched  over,  and  is  20  feet  in  diameter  by  20 
feet  deep,  shown  on  the  plan  as  No.  16. 

The  drainage  from  the  officers'  quarters  is  at  present  wasted  in  the 
sandy  and  soft  earth  near  the  bank  of  the  river. 
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These  draios  are  all  of  the  best  sewer-piping,  laid  in  cement,  and  well 
covered  with  earth. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing-mentioned  work,  it  has  been  necessary  to 
lay  a  large  amount  of  brick  walk  and  paving,  stone  walk  and  crossings, 
grade  grounds  for  buildings,  build  retaining-walls,  excavate  and  build 
cisterns,  make  their  connections,  and  do  many  other  things  not  of  suffi- 
cient importance  to  be  noticed  in  detail. 

There  tiave  been  expended  for  the  above  improvements  $1,307. 

Water, — For  a  water-supply,  a  connection  of  1  j-inch  pipe  has  been 
made  witb  the  large  water-tank  from  which  the  garrison  is  supplied, 
and  through  this  pipe  water  is  conducted  directly  to  a  large  tank  in  the 
boiler-room.  Water  is  also  conducted  to  a  large  cistern  under  the 
guard-house  at  the  main  entrance  to  the  yard,  from  which  it  is  distrib- 
uted to  the  various  other  buildings  by  a  large  force-pump  and  pipe. 
We  have  also  500  feet  of  IJ-inch  rubber  hose,  which  can  be  attached  to 
the  force-pump  and  used  in  case  of  fire.  The  direction  of  this  pipe  is 
shown  by  the  blue  line  on  the  plat. 

The  cost  of  this  work  is  $1,760. 

STEAM  AND  MACHINERY. 

Ttie  prison  has  been  provided  with  steam-heating  apparatus  and  steam 
laundry  and  cooking-apparatus. 

This  is  effected  by  means  of  two  wrought-iron  horizontal  tubular 
boilers  54  inches  in  diameter  by  14  feet  long,  and  each  containing  72 
3inch  flues,  all  of  best  material,  set  up  in  the  best  manner  with  S-inch 
pipe-connections,  globe- valves,  safety-valves,  steam-drum,  pumps,  return- 
tank,  steam-traps,  and  all  necessary  feed-cocks,  valves,  &c.,  to  make  it 
complete  and  of  ample  proportions. 

The  prison  buildings,  shops,  hospital,  and  offices  are  heated  by  circu- 
lating-pipes 1  inch  in  diameter,  and,  by  test^  sufficient  to  heat  all  parts 
of  the  buildings  to  72  degrees  of  heat  with  the  thermometer  outside  at 
zero. 

The  quarters  of  the  commanding  officer  and  quartermaster  and  the 
barrack-rooms  are  heated  to  the  same  degree;  but,  by  radiating  coils, 
all  condensation  is  returned  directly  to  the  boiler  at  a  high  degree  of  tem- 
perature, and  thus  affording  a  large  saving  in  fuel. 

For  ventilation,  extra  coils  are  placed  beneath  the  rooms  to  be  venti- 
lated, and  through  which  a  current  of  pure,  warm,  fresh  air  is  admitted 
to  the  room  above. 

The  heating  pipes  and  pipes  for  return  steam  are  conducted  to  and 
from  the  different  buildings  in  pipes  laid  in  boxes  under  the  ground  and 
wrapped  in  felt. 

COOKING-APPARATUS. 

The  cooking-apparatus  consists  of  two  double-jacket  steam-kettles,  55 
gallons  each,  for  coffee  and  beef  boiling,  and  three  soup  and  three  veg- 
etable kettles  of  a  capacity  of  three  bushels  each,  all  fitted  with  the 
necessary  valves,  pipes,  exhausts,  &c.,  and  are  giving  perfect  satisfac- 
tion. 

LAUNDRY. 


ilj 


Ka 
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The  laundry-machinery  consists  of  two  No.  1  standard  washers,  and 
wringers  attached  to  each,  and  one  Little  Giant  mangle,  approved.  ^ 

The  dry-room  is  10  by  12  feet,  and  with  four  branch  circulation  of  1- 
inch  pipe  between  each  slide.    There  are  twelve  slides  in  all. 
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BATH-ROOM. 

djoiuing  the  laundry  is  the  bath-room,  in  which  are  14  iron  bath-tubs 

jhe  use  of  the  prisoners,  and  a  small  side  room  with  2  tubs  for  the 

of  the  guard.    These  tubs  are  all  provided  with  cold  and  hot  water 

neans  of  steam  and  cold-water  pipes ;  and  all  waste  is  taken  directly 

lie  sewer,  and  all  sewerage  properly  trapped  to  prevent  stench  from 

kping. 

rovision  is  made  in  the  laundry  for  the  proper  care  of  the  prisoners' 

hing  and  for  changing  at  the  time  of  bathing. 

he  laundry  machinery  is  driven  by  the  main  shaft  extending  from 

work-shops. 

he  cost  of  these  improvements  is  $21,935. 

MACHINERY  IN  SHOPS. 

■ 

he  power  for  driving  the  machinery  is  a  10  by  20  horizontal  steam- 
ine,  being  driven  from  the  same  boilers  that  do  the  heating,  cooking, 
The  main  shaft  consists  of  15  feet  of  3-inch  and  90  feet  of  2^-inch 
ling,  with  the  necessary  amount  of  counter-shafting ;  all  put  up  with 
istable  hangers. 

he  following  is  a  list  of  the  machines : 
steam-engine,  25  horse-power. 

BlacJcsmitK's  shop : 

Root's  blower. 

punch  and  shears  combined. 

Mayo's  screw-cutting  machine. 

grindstone-power. 

drilling-machine. 

In  wood-shop : 

Daniels'  planer,  18  by  12  feet, 
turning-lathes.  . 
rip-saw. 
cut-oflF  saw. 
boring-machine, 
band-saw. 
shaping-machine, 
gig-saw. 

universal  wood-worker, 
power  mortising- machine, 
he  cost  of  the  machinery  has  been  $4,789. 

he  machinery  is  all  of  the  most  approved  manufacture,  and  of  the 
St  improvements,  and  well  adapted  to  do  general  work :  and  with  a 
f  small  additional  outlay  for  tools,  all  window-frames  ana  sash,  doors, 
,  needed  at  posts  or  stations  on  the  frontier  west  of  here  could  be  made 
boxed,  or  bundled,  and  shipped  to  the  stations  much  cheaper  than 
^are  now  supplied :  and  a  large  portion  of  the  repairing  for  Army 
Importation  in  the  department  could  be  done,  and  many  of  the  arti- 
needed  for  Army  use  could  be  manufactured  at  a  much  less  cost 
a  is  now  paid  for  them. 

iThen  operations  commenced  here  stones  were  hauled  from  the  bluff, 
ut  2  miles  distant.  A  quarry  has  been  opened  at  the  foot  of  the 
f,  near  the  river,  from  which  a  large  amount  of  stone  Vi2L^\)^^\iV;d^e.^\i. 
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The  rail  road- track  shown  on  plan  extends  to  this  quarry,  and  all  the 
machinery  is  complete  to  haul  the  stone  for  building  the  inclosare  for 
the  prison-buildings. 

Eecapitulation  of  the  cost  of  improvements  as  per  foregoing  report: 

Improvements  to  bnilding  No.  1 , ^,100  0) 

Improvemeutfi  to  building  No.  2 13,783&) 

ImproYements  to  building  No.  3 j...  6,630(^ 

Shop  improvements,  including  new  stone  buildings 6, 470^ 

Provost-guards'  quarters 5,7796i 

Provost-guards'  stable 260(4 

New ofiScers' quarters,  No.  6 • 6,90201 

New  officers'  quarters,  No.  7 7,2r3  W 

Stables  to  Nos.  6  and  7 Sm  W 

Officers' stable 1,010  0? 

Stable  for  public  animals 2,0920) 

Engineer's  quarters 997  (v 

Hospital-stewards'  quarters 997  u) 

Hoisting-engine,  railroad-track,  &c 3,771  Oi 

Yard  inclosure  and  guard-room l,45O0@ 

Drainage 1,307  08 

Water-supply 1,760  0* 

Steam  heating-apparatus 21,935  09 

Piping,  tools,  ana  material  purchased * 621^ 

Machinery  for  shops , 4,7^® 

Fire-bricks  for  lime-kilns 763^* 

Sidewalks,  crossings,  retaining-walls,  &c 939^ 

Funds  on  hand  June  30,  1876 443  91 

100,000  (!? 

Respectfully  submitted. 

A.  P.  BLUNT, 
Captain  and  Assistant  Quartermaster^  LL  S.  A. 
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War  Department,  Adjutant- General's  Office, 

Washington,  D.  C\,  October  10,  1876. 

Sir:  Since  the  date  of  my  last  aoDual  report,  the  work  pertaining  to 
le  late  Bureau  of  Eefugees,  Freedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lands  has  been 
>ntinued  under  the  established  regulations  with  satisfactory  results, 
tie  number  of  claims  of  colored  soldiers,  &c.,  for  bounty,  arrears  of 
^Jj  &c.,  received  for  payment  during  the  past  fiscal  year  is  not  so 
eat  as  during  previous  years,  and  tlie  claimants  whose  claims  are  of 
ceut  settlement,  and  who  remain  unpaid,  reside  principally  at  remote 
ci  inconvenient  points,  thus  rendering  payment  to  them  more  than 
dinarily  diflBcult. 

Xn  many  other  cases  the  claimants  have  changed  their  places  of  resi- 
nee  since  filing  their  claims,  and  their  present  whereabouts  are 
iknown. 

I^^or  these  reasons  the  disbursements  during  the  past  year  have  not 
'^rregated  so  large  a  sum  as  has  been  disbursed  during  previous 
Qrs,  although  the  disbursing-officers  have  been  uniformly  industrious 
d  persistent  in  their  efforts  to  discover  the  claimants  and  efl'ect  pay- 
-nt  of  their  claims. 

Since  the  payment  of  these  claims  fell  to  this  oflBce,  the  number  of 
*Ql  oflUcers  has  been  reduced,  from  time  to  time,  as  circumstances 
>tild  justify,  and  corresponding  reductions  in  the  clerical  force  have 
^  been  made.  During  the  past  year  the  oflBces  at  Saint  Louis,  Mo., 
d  ^^ashville,  Tenn.,  were  finally  closed,  and  the  officer  in  charge  of 
^^ments  to  claimants  residing  in  the  districts  of  Natchez  and  Vicks- 
^x*gh.  Miss.,  has  been  relieved  from  such  duties,  and  the  work  has  been 
- Volved  upon  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  New  Orleans  district. 
The  only  offices  which  now  exist  are  located  respectively  at  New  Orleans, 
i^.,  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  Louisville,  Ky.,  with  a  chief  disbursing  office 
t  Washington,  D.  C.  For  thege  offices  the  force  employed  consists  of 
>ur  (4)  commissioned  officers,  seventeen  (17)  clerks,  and  seven  (7)  mes- 
^ngers  and  janitors,  representing  a  reduction  during  the  year  of  three 
^)  officers,  twelve  (12)  clerks,  and  two  (2)  messengers  and  janitors. 

In  consequence  of  these  reductions,  and  because  of  so  large  a  number 
>f  claimants  being  residents  at  remote  and  inaccessible  points,  the  pay- 
nents  by  means  of  postal  orders,  under  the  arrangement  made  between 
lie  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Postmaster-General,  have  increased  in 
xtent;  theamount  thus  disbursed  during  the  past  year  being  $19,603.22. 
L  further  reduction  of  expenses  has  been  effected  by  the  removal  of  the 
bief  disbursing  office  from  a  rented  building  to  one  owned  by  the  Gov- 
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erDment.    By  this  change  an  annual  rental  of  $3,000  lias  been  saved, 
and  better  and  more  suitable  accommodations  have  been  secured. 

The  inability,  after  diligent  effort,  to  discover  the  whereabouts  of  bat 
a  few  of  the  claimants  whose  unpaid  claims  were  transferred  to  thii 
office  by  the  late  Bureau  of  Refugees,  Freedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lauds, 
being  viewed  as  justifying  the  conclusion  that  they,  or  most  of  them, 
had  died  since  filing  their  claims,  and  deeming  it  advisable  that  the 
amounts  involved  in  such  claims  should  be  restored  to  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  disbursing-officers  be  thereby  relieved  of  the 
responsibility  for  funds  unnecessarily  remaining  in  their  possession,  a 
communication  was  addressed  to  the acconntingofficers of  the  Treasury 
recommending  that  authority  be  given  to  deposit  to  the  credit  of  the 
United  States  the  amount  of  bounty  comprised  in  the  claims  referred  to, 
upon  the  recognized  legal  presumption  of  the  death  of  a  person  of  whom 
nothing  hUs  been  heard  for  seven  years.  This  recommendation  received 
the  concurrence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  date  of  July  25, 
1876,  and  in  accordance  therewith  the  sum  of  $35,640.96  has  already 
been  so  deposited,  and  further  deposits  will  be  made  so  soon  as  the  work 
incident  thereto  now  in  progress  shall  have  been  completed. 

The  stringent  measures  adopted  for  the  prevention  of  fraud  upon 
claimants  or  the  Government,  and  the  zealous  efforts  made,  succe^fuDy 
in  several  cases,  to  effect  the  severe  punishment  of  all  persons  attempt- 
ing such  fraud,  has  had  a  salntary  effect,  and  many  who  had  obviously 
anticipated  large  gains  through  systematic  fraud  and  imposition,  have 
deemed  it  wise  to  abandon  their  schemes.  There  are  yet  those,  how- 
ever, who  only  await  an  opportunity  to  execute  their  fraudulent  designs, 
and  who  would  doubtless  succeed  in  doing  so  under  any  system  not  pro- 
vided with  the  useful  checks  of  that  now  in  force. 

The  work  of  rearranging  and  completing  the  records  of  the  late 
bureau  has  been  continued  during  the  past  year  as  far  as  a  proper  re 
gard  for  the  current  and  more  immediately  important  work  would  justify, 
but  much  remains  yet  to  be  done  in  order  to  place  them  in  such  condi- 
tion as  will  render  them  properl3^  available  for  future  reference. 

At  its  last  session  Congress  passed  an  act  extending  the  time  for 
the  filing  of  claims  for  the  additional  bounty  provided  by  act  of  July  28, 
1866,  and  it  is  expected  that  many  claims  hitherto  barred  by  statute  will 
now  be  settled  by  the  accounting-officers  of  the  Treasury.  Such  settle- 
ments will  of  course  increase  the  business  of  this  office  perhaps  to  a  con- 
siderable extent. 

In  my  last  report  I  referred,  under  distinct  headings,  to  certain  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  the  affairs  of  the  late  Bureau  of  Refugees,  Freedraen, 
and  Abandoned  Lauds,  the  first  of  which  was  "complaint  cases,^(so 
called.) 

In  many  of  such  cases  it  was  shown,  upon  investigation  by  the  De- 
partment of  Justice,  that  the  claimants  had  not  in  fact  received  pay- 
ment, and  that  the  vouchers  tiled  as  representing  payment  were  false 
and  fictitious.  Correspondence  was  accordingly  had  by  this  office  with 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  view  of  effecting  reset- 
tlements by  them  in  cases  in  which  the  claimants  were  still  unpaid,  and 
under  date  of  March  31, 1876,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  transmitted 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  a  letter  from  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, dated  March  30,  1876,  in  which  it  was  held  by  that  officer  "that 
in  a  case  where  the  Commissioner  [of  the  late  bureau]  has  filed  vouchers 
showing  payment  to  any  soldier  or  his  heirs,  and  the  payment  is  denied 
to  have  been  made  and  is  again  claimed  by  him,  no  new  settlement  can 
be  made  without  further  authority  of  Congress." 
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Following  the  receipt  of  the  abovemeDtioned  commnnicatioD,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  requested  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  under 
date  of  April  27,  1876,  to  place  the  subject  before  Congress,  with  the 
view  to  such  legislation  as  would  invest  the  accounting-officers  with 
authority  to  issue  new  settlements  in  cases  where  it  might  be  shown  that 
the  claimants  did  not  in  fact  receive  the  payment  represented  by  the 
vouchers  filed  in  their  respective  claims.  Compliance  with  this  request 
was  declined  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Secretary  of 
War,  under  date  of  June  7, 1876,  submitted  the  matter  to  the  House 
of  Representatives,  with  recommendation  for  appropriate  legislation. 
Under  date  of  June  9,  1876,  the  subject  was  referred  to  the  select  Com- 
mittee on  the  Freedmen's  Bank,  to  whom,  on  June  20,  1876,  it  was 
recommitted.  (See  Ex.  Doc.  No.  179,  House  of  Eepresentatives,  Forty- 
fourth  Congress,  first  session,  copy  herewith.) 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  report  an  affidavit  has  been  filed  in  this 
office  by  Mr.  H.  H.  Ray,  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  "  retained  fees,^  so 
called,  which  was  referred  to  in  said  report,  under  heading  2,  '^  Defal- 
cations.^ 

The  affidavit  is  as  follows : 

That  on  or  about  the  month  of  March,  1873, 1  saw  the  record  of  retained  attorney 
fees,  which  was  kept  by  General  Geo.  W.  Balloch  and  myself,  and  showed  the  amount 
of  fees  retained  from  suspended  and  unlicensed  attorneys. 

The  book  was  at  that  time  destroyed  by  General  Balloch's  order.  In  June,  1871, 
Tv^hen  I  was  ordered  to  Kentucky,  there  was,  as  shown  by  the  book,  a  large  sum  belong- 
log  to  this  fund  ou  hand,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief  about  $10,000. 

Ix.  a,  RAi. 
District  of  Columbia,  m  : 

H.  H.  Ray,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says  that  the  above  statement  is  cor- 
rect and  true  according  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  in  my  presence  this  26th  day  of  February,  1876. 

[L.  8.]  H.  T.  CROSBY, 

Notary  Public, 

The  subjects  referred  to  in  my  last  report  under  the  respective  head- 
ings *' Embezzlement  of  $36,519.50,''  "Balance  deficits,  ranging  from. 
$9,000  to  $800,000,  or  amounts  certified  as  on  deposit  in  the  Treasury  ot 
the  United  States  when  not  so  deposited,"  "  Rost  Home  Colony,  involv-^ 
JDg  some  $80,000,"  and  "Supplies  loaned  to  planters,  involving  some 
$340,000,"  remain  in  the  same  condition  as  therein  reported. 

Through  an  application  for  restoration  to  the  Army,  made  by  Ben.  P, 
Unukle,  late  major.  United  States  Army,  who  was  dismissed  under 
Bentence  of  a  general  court-martial,  held  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  in  1872,  a 
new  aspect  has  been  given  to  the  subject  referred  to  in  my  report  for 
last  year  under  the  hesuling — ^9.  "  Public  funds  drawn  from  the  United 
SStates  Treasury  to  cover  a  defalcation  or  embezzlement  of  a  disbursing 
officer  or  agent."  This  subject  was  viewed  by  this  office  as  of  a  charac- 
ter similar  to  the  subject  which  was  embraced  in  the  charges  against 
Oen.  O.  O.  Howard,  and  which  were  known  as  the  $1,331.03  trans- 
action. The  court  of  inquiry  in  General  Howard's  case,  under  the 
testimony  of  Geo.  W.  Balloch,  late  chief  disbursing-officer.  Bureau  of 
Kef u gees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands,  found  that  the  latter- 
named  transaction  was  a  private  or  personal  one  between  said  Geo.  W. 
!Ba11och  and  Major  Eunkle. 

Id  Kunkle's  application  above  referred  to  he  explained  said  transac- 

tiou,  and  points  to  certain  record-evidence  in  support  of  his  statements. 

The  evidence  referred  to  consists  of  several  vouchers,  some  in  favor  of 

Knnkle  himself,  the  others  in  favor  of  various  persons  employed  by  him 

27  w 
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to  assist  in  the  perforiuance  of  his  duties  as  disbursingofficer  of  the 
late  bureaa,  and  are  fully  corroborative  of  the  statements  made  by  Ran- 
kle, to  the  effect  that  the  sum  in  question  was  received  by  him  from 
Balloch  in  payment  of  the  said  several  vouchers,  and  represented  Id  iio 
sense  a  private  transaction  between  them. 

Tbe  action  of  the  War  Department  looking  to  criminal  prosecation 
for  perjury  in  connection  with  the  foregoing,  and  the  result,  will  appear 
from  a  communication  dated  May  6,  1876,  which  was  submitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  May  15,  1876. 

In  the  consideration  of  Runkle's  application  for  restoration  to  the 
Army,  the  charge  of  embezzlement  was  raised  against  him,  involving 
the  sum  of  $5,202.32,  relative  to  which,  in  his  answer  by  counsel,  it  is 
stated: 

By  reference  to  the  affidavit  of  H.  H.  Ray,  esq.,  on  file  with  the  last  petition  in  this 
oaee,  and  also  by  reference  to  the  written  reply  of  Major  Rankle  to  this  **  memonih 
dam/'  (memorandum  of  War  Department,)  it  appears  that  both  of  these  gentlemen 
considered  this  to  be  a  loan  to  Rankle  from  Balloch  out  of  his(Balloch'8)  private  foods; 
hideed  Mr.  Ray  states  that  Balloch  told  him  that  such  was  the  fact.  It  now  appean, 
however,  that  this  money  was  taken  from  the  public  funds. 

The  affidavit  of  Mr.  Ray  is  as  follows : 

District  of  Columbia, 

County  of  Washington,  as : 

H.  H.  Ray,  of  lawful  age,  being  first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says,  that  from  oo  or 
about  the  1st  day  of  March,  1867,  until  about  the  15th  day  of  June,  1871,  he  was  enh 
ployed  as  a  clerk  in  the  office  of  Bvt.  Brig.-Gen.  Geo.  W.  Balloch,  chief  disbursiojr-offi- 
cer  Bureau  Refugees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands;  and  while  so  employed  was 
known  and  recognized  as  chief  clerk  of  the  bounty  division ;  that  on  or  about  tbe 
15th  of  June,  1871,  he  was  appointed  an  agent  of  said  bureau  and  ordered  to  relieve 
M^j.  and  Bvt.  Col.  Benj.  P.  Runkle,  disbursing-officer  for  the  State  of  Kentucky  ;  that 
he  relieved  said  Runkle  July  1,  1871;  that  Kunkle  turned  over  to  deponent  bonDtj- 
vouchers  to  the  amount  of  ^,644.36  and  funds  to  the  amount  of  $2,442.04,  leaving  a 
deficit  of  five  thousand  two  hundred  and  two  dollars  and  thirty-two  cents,  ($5,20*2.£!,) 
which  said  deficit  deponent  immediately  reported  to  General  Balloch,  as  will  appear 
by  reference  to  the  record  of  letters  sent,  supposed  to  be  on  tile  in  the  War  Ikpart' 
ment ;  that  on  the  17th  day  of  July,  1871,  deponent  received  from  General  Balloch  a 
check  for  the  amount  of  said  deficit,  to  wit,  $5,202.32. 

Deponent  further  states  that  prior  to  his  departure  for  Kentucky  he  was  informed 
by  General  Balloch  that  there  was  a  deficiency  in  Major  Runkle's  account,  arising  from 
losses  by  theft  and  otherwise,  and  was  at  that  time  instructed  to  report  the  amount,  aod 
informed  by  General  Balloch  that  he  (General  Balloch)  would  make  the  same  good 
from  his  own  private  resources ;  that  he  received  the  said  sum,  believing  it  to  be  from 
the  private  funds  of  General  Balloch,  and  afterward  informed  Major  Kunkle  to  tha* 
effect:  that  he  was  firm  in  the  belief,  as  he  has  every  reason  to  believe  was  Miyor 
Runkle,  that  tbe  said  amount  "was  a  loan  to  him  (Runkle)  from  General  Balloch. 

That  on  the  15th  of  December,  1871,  deponent  received  through  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States  the  sum  of  seventeen  hundred  dollars,  ($1,700,)  said  sum  having  been 
turned  over  by  Major  Runkle  to  the  Commissioner  Bureau  Refugees,  Freedmen  aod 
Abandoned  Lands  on  account  of  the  funds  for  which  he  was  responsible. 

Deponent  further  states  that  in  the  month  of  September,  1671,  while  in  WashingtoQ 
on  business,  he  had  a  long  private  conversation  with  General  Balloch,  at  his  office  in 
the  building  known  as  the  Howard  University,  and  General  Balloch  then  and  there 
informed  deponent  that  tbe  said  sum  of  $5,202.t32,  hereinbefore  referred  to,  was  fur- 
nished from  his  own  private  funds. 

(Signed)  H.  H.  RAY. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me,  a  notary  public  in  and  for  said  District  sod 
county  aforesaid,  this  27th  day  of  December,  1875. 

[L.  8.]  (Signed)  N.  CALLAN, 

Notary  Public 

For  the  recovery  of  the  sum  of  $16,652,25,  representiQg  a  subject  re- 
ferred to  in  ray  last  report  under  the  heading  "Interest  upwanlof 
$32,000  on  certain  bonds  into  which  funds  were,  in  violation  of  law,  con- 
verted,^ suit  is  now  pending  in  the  courts  of  this  District  against 
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George  W.  Balloch,  late  chief  disbursing-oflBcer  Bureaa  Refugees,  Freed- 
men  and  Abandoned  Lands. 

The  subject  was  urged  by  the  Secretary  of  War  upon  the  attention  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who,  under  date  of  December  15, 1875, 
informed  the  Secretary  of  War  that  the  matter  had  been  on  that  date 
submitted  to  the  Attorney-General,  and  requested  that  he  (the  Attorney- 
General)  be  furnished  with  any  facts  in  the  possession  of  the  War  De- 
partment showing  the  commission  of  any  ofifense  by  either  Gen.  O. 
O.  Howard  or  George  W.  Balloch  punishable  under  any  criminal  or 
penal  statute  of  the  United  States.  Accordingly,  under  date  of  Decem- 
ber 23, 1875,  the  Attorney-General  was  furnished  with  a  synopsis  of  the 
facts  connected  with  the  subject.  In  the  mean  time,  however,  the  case 
was,  through  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  presented  to  the  grand 
jury  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  who  upon  such  presentation  refused 
to  find  a  bill  of  indictment,  and  when  the  statement  of  facts  which  had 
been  prepared  by  this  office,  and  which  set  forth  the  entire  transaction 
in  a  complete  and  comprehensive  form,  reached  the  United  States  dis- 
trict attorney,  the  grand  jury  had  been  for  a  time  discharged,  the  court 
had  adjourned,  and  it  was  then  too  late  to  resummon  the  grand  jury 
in  time  for  them  to  take  further  action  in  the  case  within  the  time  lim- 
ited by  statute. 

The  following  correspondence  exhibits,  in  detail,  the  action  had  upon 
the  subject : 

War  Department, 
Washington  Cityf  December  7,  1875. 

Sir  :  RefeniDg  to  previons  correspondenoe  relative  to  the  fioaDcial  traDsacMons  of 
the  late  Burean  Refugees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands,  particolarly  to  your  oom- 
manication  of  November  13,  1874,  in  reply  to  mine  of  November  3,  1874,  in  which  yon 
state  that  "a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  of  the  24th  ultimo,  and  such 
other  papers  pertaining  to  the  matter  deemed  necessary  for  a  full  understanding  of  all 
the  points  at  issue,  have  this  day  been  transmitted  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  with 
request  that  he  institute  without  unnecessary  delay  such  proceedings  against  the  officer 
in  qnestion  (Gen.  O.  O.  Howard,  late  Commissioner,  and  George  W.  Balloch,  late  chief 
disbarsing-officer.  Bureau  Refugees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands)  as  the  nature  of 
the  case  may  demand,''  I  have  the  honor,  in  view  of  the  "  Shepherd  voucher''  transac- 
tion, as  stated  in  my  communication  above  referred  to,  and  the  fact  that  ot'iminal  prose- 
cution will  he  barred  on  or  about  January  2, 1876,  to  again  invite  your  attention  to  the 
subject. 

As  to  the  action,  if  any,  had  by  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury,  I  have  not  to  this  date 
been  advised. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


The  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


WILLIAM  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Treasury  Department, 

December  15,  1875. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant 
calling  my  attention  to  previous  correspondence  relative  to  the  financial  transactions 
of  the  late  Bureau  Refugees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands,  and  more  especially  to 
t;he  ''Shepherd  voucher"  transactions,  as  stated  in  your  communication  of  November 
3,  1874,  and  to  the  fact  that  criminal  prosecution  will  be  barred  in  the  matter  on  or 
atlK>ut  January  2,  1876;  and  you  also  state  that  of  the  action  taken  by  the  Solicitor  of 
the  Treasury  you  have  not  been  advised. 

In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  suit  has  been  brought  against  G.  W. 
Balloch,  chief  disbursing-officer,  &c.,  to  recover  $16,652.05,  the  amount  alleged  to  be 
fine  on  the  so-called  '*  Shepherd  voucher  transaction,"  which  suit  is  now  pending  in  the 
conrts  of  this  District. 

That  further  investigation  of  the  matter  may  be  made,  I  have  this  day  transmitted 
to  the  honorable  Attorney-General  copy  of  your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  and  a  copy  of 
the  letter  transmitting  the  same  is  herewith  inclosed  for  your  information. 

In  this  connection  I  beg  to  state  that  suit  has  also  been  commenced  and  is  now  pend- 
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iDg  in  the  coarta  of  the  United  States  against  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard,  late  CommisBkoa, 
&c.f  for  the  amount  of  $110,767.85,  referred  to  in  yonr  letter  of  Jane  25, 1875,  tod al^ 
leged  to  be  dne  on  account  of  the  so-called  ''  retained-boant^  fund." 

Should  your  Department  be  in  possession  of  facts  showing  the  commission  of  wj 
offense  by  either  of  the  above-mentioned  officers  punishable  under  any  criminal « 
penal  statute  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  to  ask  that  they  be  furnished  tl» 
Department  of  Justice. 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  H.  BRICTOW, 

Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  qf  War, 


Trbasurt  Department, 
WaakingUmj  D,  C,  December  15,187S. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  7th  instant  frae 
the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  concerning  the  so-called  Shepherd  voucher  traosactia 
in  the  accounts  of  6.  w.  Balloch,  late  chief  disbnrsing-offlcer  tor  the  Barean  of  Refugee^ 
Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lanas,  and  a  copy  of  my  reply  to  him  of  this  date. 

It  appears  unquestioned  that  General  Balloch  filed  this  voucher  in  duplicate  and  ob- 
tained double  credit  thereon  in  his  accounts,  and  suit  has  been  brought  against  himii 
the  supreme  court  of  this  District  to  recover  its  amount,  $16,652.25. 

It  is  understood  that  Balloch  admits  a  civil,  but  denies  any  criminal  liability  int^ 
matter. 

Any  evidence  pertaining  to  this  matter  on  file  in  this  Department  will  be  fomiiM 
you  upon  yonr  request  therefor. 

In  view  of  the  suggestion  of  the  Secretary  of  War  that  any  criminal  prosecatia 
growing  out  of  this  matter  will  be  barred  by  the  2d  of  next  month,  I  have  to  ask  thit 
you  take  such  action  as  the  nature  of  the  case  demands,  as  soon  as  practicable. 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  H.  BRISTOW, 
SecreUvf. 
Hon.  Edwards  Pierrepont, 

Attamey-Qenerah 

Note. — ^The  foregoing  letters  reached  this  office  December  21, 1875. 


Treasury  Dkpartment, 
December  18,  ISTh. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  17th  instant  from 
the  honorable  Attorney-General,  concerning  the  institution  of  criminal  proceeding! 
against  General  Geo.  W.  Balloch,  late  chief  disbursing-ofiScer  of  the  Barean  Refn|^ 
Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands,  and  I  beg  to  renew  the  request  contained  in  mj 
letter  of  the  15th  instant,  that  you  furnish  the  Department  of  Justice  with  any  (kU 
in  yonr  possession  showing  the  commission  by  this  officer  of  any  offense  panishablebj 
any  criminal  or  penal  statute  of  the  United  States. 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  H.  BRISTOW, 

Seeretarjf. 
Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Department  of  Justick, 

Washington^  December  17, 1875. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  15th  instsot, 
inclosing  a  copy  of  one  of  the  same  date  addressed  by  you  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
and  of  one  of  the  7th,  addressed  to  yon  by  him,  and  requesting  the  institution  of  % 
criminal  proceeding  against  General  G.  W.  Balloch,  late  chief-disbursing  officer  of  tb« 
Bureau  of  Refugees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands,  in  this  District,  and,  in  replV) 
to  inform  you  that  I  have  this  day  instructed  Henry  H.  Wells,  esq.,  United  States 
attorney  for  this  District,  in  accordance  with  your  request,  calling  his  attention  to 
the  fact  mentioned  in  your  letter,  that  such  prosecution  would  be  barred  by  the  stat- 
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nte  of  limitations  if  not  broo^ht  before  tbe  2d  of  next  month,  and  nrging  npon  him 
the  necessity  of  speedy  action  in  conseqaenoe  thereof,  sending  him  copies  of  yonr  let- 
ters and  that  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

8.  F.  PHILLIPS, 

Acting  Attorney-General. 
Hon.  B.  H.  Bkistow, 

Secretary  of  the  Treaeury, 

Note. — ^The  letter  immediately  preceding,  and  that  of  Secretary  of 
Treasury  transmitting  same,  reached  this  office  December  21,  1875,  the 
same  date  as  did  that  from  Secretary  of  Treasary  of  December  15, 1875. 

War  Department, 
Washington^  D,  C,  December  23,  1875. 

Sir  :  Under  requests  from  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasary  dated  the  15th  and  18th 
Inst.,  to  fnmish  the  Department  of  Justice  "  with  any  facts  in  yonr  [my]  possession  show- 
ing the  commission  by  this  officer  (George  W.  Balloch,  late  chiei  disbnrsing-officer 
Bnrean  Refagees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands)  of  any  offense  panishable  by  any 
criminal  or  penal  statnte  of  the  United  States,"  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith 
a  synopsis  of  facts  prepared  in  the  Adjatant-GeneraPs  Office,  pointing  in  connection 
with  the  "Shephera  voncher"  to  a  fraud  fully  consummated,  through  which  the  Gov- 
ernment was  defrauded  and  the  funds  of  the  United  States  embezzled. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War, 
The  Hon.  the  Attorney-General, 

Washington,  D,  C, 


War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  December  23,  1875. 

Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letters  of  the  15th  and  18th  inst.,  requesting  certain  informa- 
tion respecting  transactions  involving  the  late  chief  disbursing-officer  of  the  Bureau  ot 
Refagees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands,  I  have  the  honor  of  inclosing  copy  of  a 
letter  of  this  date  to  the  honorable  the  Attorney-General. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War, 

The  Hon.  the  Secrbtart  of  the  Treasury, 

Washington,  D,  C, 


Treasury  Department, 

December  23,  1875. 
Sir  :  Respectfully  referring  to  my  letter  of  the  10th  instant  and  other  correspondence 
in  reference  to  instituting  criminal  proceedings  against  General  G.  W.  Balloch,  late 
chief  disbnrsing-officer  Bureau  Refu  gees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands,  in  the  case 
of  the  so-called  '*  Shepherd  voucher  "  transaction,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith 
copy  of  a  letter  of  the  22d  instant  from  the  United  States  attorney  of  this  District, 
addressed  to  the  Third  Auditor  of  this  Department,  together  with  copy  of  a  letter  of 
to-day  from  the  Third  Auditor,  transmitting  to  this  office  copy  of  the  attorney's  letter 
referred  to,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  case  has  been  presented  to  the  grand 
jary  of  this  District,  and  that  that  body  has  decided  not  to  find  a  true  bill  therein. 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  H.  BRISTOW, 

Secretary, 
Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War, 


Treasury  Department,  Third  Auditor's  Office, 

Washington,  D,  C,  December  23, 1875. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  yonr  instructions  of  the  20th  inst.,  indorsed  npon  the  letter 
of  the  United  States  district  attorney  of  this  District,  requesting  that  certain  papers  re- 
lating to  a  double  credit  claimed  by  Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Balloch,  late  chief  disbursing- 
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officer  Bqreau  Refugees,  Freedmen  aiid  Abaudoned  Lands,  in  bis  accoant  for  Mareh 
and  October,  1871,  be  presented  before  the  grand  jury  of  tbis  District  as  a  basis  fur  crim- 
inal proceedings,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  papers  referred  to  were  yesterday, 
the  22d  inst.,  presented  before  that  body. 

I  herewith  forward  a  true  copy  of  a  letter  this  day  received  from  the  District  attor- 
ney, advising  me  that  the  grand  jury  have  failed  to  find  a  true  bill  against  said  Geonn 
W.  Balloch. 

Very  respectfully, 

ALLAN  RUTHERFORD, 

Auditor, 
Hon.  B.  H.  Bristow, 

Seoretarjf  of  the  Treasury, 


Office  of  United  States  Attorney, 

District  of  Columbia, 
Washington,  D,  C,  December  22, 1875. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  the  papers  brought  to  me  by  a  clerk  of 
your  Department  in  reference  to  the  criminal  case  of  the  United  States  vs.  George  W. 
Balloch. 

Upon  the  presentation  of  the  case  to  the  grand  jury  that  body  decided  not  to  finds 
true  bill.    The  papers,  therefore,  will  be  of  no  other  service  to  me,  except  in  the  ciril 
case  now  pending,  and  upon  the  trial  I  will  request  you  to  send  them  to  me.    I  should 
be  glad  to  have  the  receipt  I  gave  for  these  papers  returned  to  me. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  WELLS. 
United  States  Attorney f  District  a/  ColumMtL 
Hon.  ALiJkN  Rutherford, 

Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury, 

A  true  copy. 

ALLAN  RUTHERFORD, 

Audiior, 


^  Department  of  Justice, 

Washington^  December  24, 1875. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  at  a  late  hour  yesterday,  of  your 
letter  of  the  2M.  instant,  transmitting  papers  in  the  case  of  George  W.  Balloch,  Ute 
chief  disbursing-officer  of  the  Freedm«in's  Bureau. 

I  have  this  morning  sent  the  documents  transmitted  with  your  letter  to  the  distriet 
attorney  of  this  District ;  but  I  fear  that  they  come  too  late  to  be  of  use,  the  case  hat- 
ing ^one  before  the  grand  jury,  which  has  failed  to  find  a  bill,  as  you  will  learn  from 
the  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  22d,  addressed  to  me  by  the  district  attorney. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARDS  PIERREPONT, 

A  ttomey-Genersl 
Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  cf  War. 

Office  of  United  States  Attorney, 

Washingtouj  D.  C,  December  22, 1875. 

Sir  :  Letter  of  yonr  office,  dated  December  17,  1875,  with  inclosnres,  as  stated  in 

reference  to  the  criminal  case  of  the  United  States  vs.  George  W.  Balloch,  is  received. 

In  accordance  with  yonr  directions  I  requested  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 

furnish  me  with  all  the  papers  in  his  possession  in  reference  to  this  case,  which  wis 

accordingly  done. 

I  have  submitted  all  the  facts  in  the  case  to  the  grand  jury,  and  they  have  to-day  r^ 
ported  adversely  to  finding  of  an  indictment. 
The  grand  jury  were  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  there  was  no  criminal  intent. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  WELLS, 
United  States  Attorney,  District  of  Columbia. 
Hon.  Edwards  Pierrepont, 

A  ttomey-  General. 

Note. — ^The  foregoing  letter  from  the  Attorney-General  of  December 
24,  1876,  with  its  iuclosure,  was  received  at  this  office  January  6, 1876. 
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Department  of  Justice, 

Washitigtonj  December  87, 1875. 

Sir:  Referring  to  my  letter  to  yoa  of  the  24th  instant,  informing  you  of  the  trans- 
miBsion  to  the  United  States  attorney  of  this  District  of  certain  documentary  evidence 
Id  the  case  of  George  W.  Balloch,  I  have  now  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a 
letter  dated  the  24th  instant,  addressed  to  me  by  the  said  district  attorney,  informing 
me  of  the  receipt  of  those  papers,  and  I  invite  your  attention  to  the  request  and  the 
suggestions  contained  in  the  concluding  paragraphs  of  his  letter. 
Very  respectfully. 

EDWARDS  PIERREPONT, 

J  ttomey-  General, 
Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Office  op  United  States  Attorney, 

District  of  Columbia, 
Washington,  D.  ^j?.,  December  24, 1875. 

Sir  :  Tour  letter  of  this  date,  with  inclosures,  as  stated  in  regard  to  the  case  of  the 
United  States  vs,  George  W.  Balloch,  is  received.  I  presented  to  the  grand  jury  all  of 
the  information  I  possessed  in  regard  to  this  case,  together  with  the  papers  transmitted 
to  me  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  in  addition  a  clerk  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment who  was  familiar  with  the  circumstances  of  the  case  made  a  full  statement  of 
them  to  that  body. 

After  a  careful  consideration  of  all  the  testimony  before  them,  the  grand  Jury  came 
to  the  conclusion  that  while  it  was  evident  that  there  had  been  an  account  for  $16,000 
twice  presented  and  allowed,  they  could  not  Und  from  the  whole  case  any  indication 
of  criminal  or  fraudulent  intent. 

The  court,  on  the  22d  of  December,  1875,  discharged  the  grand  jury  until  the  19th 
of  January,  1876,  and  I  am  for  that  reason  unable  now  to  present  the  further  papers 
Bent  to  me  to  that  body. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  criminal  prosecution  of  General  Balloch  will  be  barred  by 
the  statute  of  limitations  on  the  2d  of  January,  1876,  or  seventeen  days  before  the 
£^and  jury  will  next  convene.  If  necessary,  however,  I  presume  that  the  court  would 
order  the  jury  to  be  resummoned  for  the  purpose  of  taking  this  addition^^l  testimony. 

In  the  synopsis  of  the  facts  sent  by  the  War  Department  to  you,  and  by  you  to  me, 
it  is  stated  ^Hhat  a  more  definite  understanding  of  the  various  points  involved  can  be 
furnished  by  the  War  Department  through  personal  explanation  by  one  of  its  officers, 
^who,  if  deemed  advisable,  will  be  instructed  to  confer  with  United  States  Attorney 
Wells." 

I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  if  any  further  material  testimony  can  be  furnished, 
the  War  Department  be  requested  to  do  so  at  once,  but  such  testimony  must  of  neces- 
sity be  so  material  as  to  give  a  reasonable  hope  of  overcoming  the  present  opinion  of 
the  grand  jury. 

I  should  be  glad  to  see  any  officer  of  the  War  Department  that  can  give  the  names 
of  such  witnesses,  or  can  give  the  desired  testimony  ;  and,  while  it  is  unusual,  I  should 
not  hesitate  to  ask  to  have  the  jury  reconvened  next  week  if  a  different  result  is  likely 
to  be  obtained. 

Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  WELLS, 
United  States  Attorney,  District  of  Columbia, 
Hon.  Edwards  Pierrepont, 

Attomey-Oeneral, 

Note. — The  foregoing  letter  of  the  Attorney-General  of  December 
27,  1875,  with  its  inclosare,  was  received  at  this  office  at  2  p.  m.  De- 
cember 29,  1875. 

War  Department, 
Washington  Ciiyj  December  31,  1875. 

Sir:  Referring  to  your  letters  of  the  15th  and  18th  instant, relative  to  criminal  pro- 
ceedings against  George  W.  Balloch,  late  chief  disbursing  officer  Bureau  Refugees,  Freed- 
men  and  Abandoned  Lands,  in  connection  with  what  is  known  as  the  Shepherd  voucher 
transaction,  and  inclosing  copy  of  letter  from  the  Department  of  Justice  requesting  to 
be  famished  with  any  facts  in  the  possession  of  the  War  Department  showing  the 
commission  by  said  Balloch  of  any  penal  offense,  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  a 
Bynopsis  of  facta  relative  to  thj  subject  in  question  was  forwarded  to  the  Department 
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of  Justice  nnder  date  of  the  23d  instant,  by  letter,  of  which  a  copy  was  famished  to 
yun  under  the  same  date. 

Believing  that  the  facts  thus  furnished  were  desired,  and  deemed  Doceaaary  as  a  b«& 
for  intelligent  action  looking  to  criminal  prosecution,  I  must  confess  .to  considerable 
surprise  on  receiving  your  letter  of  the  23d  instant  inclosing  copies  of  certain  corre- 
spondence showing  that  the  matter  had  previously  been  placed  before  the  United  States 
attorney  for  the  District  of  Columbia  by  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  aud  tbit 
upon  his  presentation  of  the  case  to  the  grand  jury,  they  decided  not  to  find  a  true  bill; 
nor  can  I  resist  the  l)elief  that  dififerent  results  would  have  followed  a  coDsiderationof 
the  facts  furnished  by  the  War  Department. 

Under  a  letter  from  the  honorable  Attorney-General  of  the  27th  instant,  in  which  he 
incloses  a  letter  from  the  district  attorney  stating,  *  *  *  "If  necessary,  however, 
I  presume  the  court  would  order  the  jury  to  be  resummoned  for  the  additional  testi- 
mony,'' (facts  communicated  by  War  Department  and  referred  to  in  letter  of  December 
23,)  I  communicated  with  the  district  attorney,  but  found  that  the  court  had  ad- 
journed, thus  preventing  its  action  as  to  resummoning  the  jury,  which  had  been  dis- 
charged December  22,  1875,  until  January  19,  1876. 

As  it  is  now  too  late  to  institute  further  proceedings  with  the  view  to  criminal 
prosecution,  I  feel  constrained  to  invite  attention  to  my  letter  to  yon  of  Novembers, 
1874,  recommending  that  such  proceedings  be  instituted,  and  to  express  an  earnest  re- 
gret that  delay  such  as  to  defeat  the  administration  of  justice  should  have  been  per- 
mitted to  intervene,  no  action  in  that  direction  having  been  taken  until  my  letter  to 
yon  of  December  7th  instant. 

I  have  heretofore  in  my  letters  to  you  commented  in  strong  terms  as  to  the  "  Sh^- 
herd  voucher"  and  other  matters  connected  with  the  late  Bureau  of  Refugees,  Freed- 
men  and  Abandoned  Lands,  and  the  action  thereon  by  the  accounting  officers ;  aod 
under  all  the  light  I  now  have  I  am  constrained  to  say  that  through  the  office  of  the 
Third  Auditor  there  has  been  action  leading  to  the  most  unfavorable  impressions.  Ai 
to  the  matter  now  nnder  consideration,  a  person  or  persona  in  that  office  has  or  hare 
seemingly  been  accessory  to  the  fraud  and  embezzlement,  and  every  effort  of  the  office 
has  tended  to  prevent  action  looking  to  the  protection  of  the  public  interest.  Had  the 
proper  official  action  not  been  thwarted,  the  Auditor's  Office  would  have  been  exposed 
to  a  most  unfavorable  light,  and  it  would  have  been  demonstrated  that  the  public 
interest  had  been  entirely  subordinated  to  fraudulent  and  illegal  transactions,  to  the 
advantage  of  individuals. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  be  glad  if  you  will  now  furnish  me  with  the  name  or  names  of 
the  person  or  persons  in  the  Treasury  who,  after  the  discovery  by  this  Department  of 
the  Shepherd  voucher  fraud,  made  haste  to  make  known  the  fact  to  late  Disburaing- 
officer  Balloch. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  of  War. 

The  Hon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Treasury  Dbpartmbnt, 

January  4,  1876. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3l8t  ultimo 
relative  to  the  failure  of  the  grand  jury  of  this  District  to  find  a  true  bill  against  Greneral 
George  W.  Balloch,  late  chief  disbursing  officer,  d&c,  on  account  of  the  so-called  *'  Shep- 
herd voucher  transaction,"  in  which  you  state  that  you  forwarded  to  the  Department 
of  Justice  on  the  23d  ultimo  a  synopsis  of  facts  relative  to  the  subject  in  question,  and 
you  express  surprise  at  receiving  my  letter  of  same  date,  inclosing  copies  of  certain 
correspondence  showing  that  the  matter  had  been  previously  placed  before  the  United 
States  attorney  for  this  District  **  by  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  and  that  upon 
his  presentation  of  the  case  to  the  grand  jury  thejv  decided  not  to  find  a  true  bill,"  and 
you  express  a  belief  that  difierent  results  would  have  followed  a  consideration  of  the 
facts  furnished  by  your  Department  as  stated. 

Furthermore,  you  express  an  earnest  regret  that  after  your  letter  to  this  Department 
of  November  3, 1874,  recommending  criminal  proceedings  in  this  matter,  such  delays  as 
to  defeat  the  administration  of  justice  should  have  occurred;  and  you  allege  that,  had 
not  the  action  desired  been  thus  thwarted,  it  would  have  been  demonstrated  that  the 
public  interests  had  been  entirely  subordinated  by  officers  of  this  Department  to  fraudu- 
lent and  illegal  transactions,  t-o  the  advantage  of  certain  individuals ;  and,  in  conclo- 
sion,  you  asked  to  be  furnished  with  the  names  of  persons  in  this  Department  who, 
after  the  discovery  of  the  ''Shepherd  voucher  fraud,'^  made  haste  to  make  the  same 
known  to  General  Balloch. 

In  the  matter  of  the  presentation  of  this  case  to  the  grand  jury,  yon  are  informed, 
in  reply,  that  on  the  20th  ultimo  I  received  from  the  Hon.  H.  H.  Wells,  United  States 
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omey  for  this  District,  by  the  hands  of  his  son,  H.  H.  Wells,  jr.,  who,  it  is  nnderstood,, 
EiAsistant  district  attorney,  a  letter  of  that  date  from  the  said  district  attorney,  ask- 
;  for  such  papers  in  the  case  referred  to  as  were  in  my  possession.  Upon  personal 
iniry,  the  bearer  of  the  fetter  ascertained  that  the  papers  wanted  were  in  the  files  of 
3  Third  Auditor's  Office,  aad,  at  his  verbal  snfi^fi^tion,  the  letter  was  referred  to  that 
ice,  with  request  that  the  same  be  furnished  the  district  attorney  by  the  hands  of 
ne  trustworthy  clerk. 

K  copy  of  the  letter  and  its  indorsements  is  herewith  inclosed  for  your  information. 
[f,  as  you  believe,  different  results  would  have  followed  a  presentation  of  the  facts 
lich  you  too  late  furnished  the  Department  of  Justice,  it  is  certainly  to  be  regretted 
it  they  were  not  transmitted  in  season  to  be  used. 

[n  the  matter  of  the  alleged  delay  of  this  Department  in  bringing  criminal  prosecu- 
n  iu  this  case,  I  have  to  say  that,  for  the  reception  of  evidence  showing  criminal 
/ion  on  the  part>  of  any  public  officer,  and  for  instituting  criminal  proceedings  against 
n,  the  Department  of  Justice,  which  is  by  law  specially  charged  with  such  duties, 
s  ever  been  as  open  to  the  War  as  to  the  Treasury  Department;  and  if,  during  this 
lay,  your  Department  has  retained  such  additional  and  important  evidence  against 
)  officer  in  question,  as  stated  in  your  letter,  this  Department  cannot  be  charged  with 
reliction  of  duty  on  account  of  its  non-presentation. 

That  the  alleged  delay  of  this  Departmeot  to  present  the  case  for  criminal  prosecn- 
n  has  in  no  way  thwarted  public  justice  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  upon  the 
)seutation  of  all  the  evidence  in  its  possession  the  grand  jury  found  no  bill  therein, 
i,  in  the  words  of  the  district  attorney, "  were  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  there  was 
criminal  intent." 

'.  am  unable  to  perceive  upon  what  principle,  or  by  reference  to  what  provision  of 
r,  the  War  Department  attempts  to  hold  this  Department  responsible  for  the  non- 
titution  of  criminal  proceedings  against  a  defaulting  officer  of  the  Aruay.  I  need 
ti  say  that  military  courts  are  exclusively  within  the  control  of  the  Department  over 
ich  you  preside,  and  it  can  scarcely  be  necessary  to  repeat  that  the  Department  of 
3tlce,  which  is  charged  by  law  with  the  institution  and  conduct  of  all  criminal  pro- 
dings  in  the  name  of  the  United  States,  is  no  more  subject  to  the  control  of  the 
Misury  than  of  the  War  Department. 

n  conclusion,  permit  me  to  state  that  a  civil  suit  against  General  Balloch  for  the 
overy  of  the  amount  involv^  in  said  transaction  having  been  instituted,  as  you  are 
are,  and  all  the  papers  pertaining  to  the  case  in  the  possession  of  this  Department 
7lng  been  submitted  to  the  grand  jury,  at  the  instance  of  the  district  attorney,  with 
lew  to  a  criminal  prosecution  of  said  Balloch,  with  the  result  before  mentioned,  I 
clearly  of  the  opinion  that  this  Department,  as  at  present  advised,  has  taken  all 
fion  possible  in  the  matter,  and  is  in  no  sense  answerable  to  the  War  Department  for 
f  action  or  non-action  in  the  premises. 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  H.  BRISTOW, 

Secreiary, 
Ion.  W.  W.Belknap, 

Secretary  of  War. 


Office  of  United  States  Attorney, 

District  of  Columbia, 
Washington,  D.  C,  December  20, 1875. 

\nt :  I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  Attorney-General  directing  criminal  pro- 
idings  to  be  instituted  against  General  G.  W.  Balloch,  late  chief  disbursing-omcer 
reau  Refugees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands,  in  reference  to  the  transaction 
own  as  the  Shepherd  voucher. 

L  copy  of  your  letter  of  December  15, 1875,  to  the  Attorney-General,  is  inclosed 
>rein,  and  I  am  instructed  to  call  your  attention  to  the  case  and  to  ask  for  such 
)ers  as  you  may  have  in  relation  thereto. 

should  be  glad,  therefore,  to  have  such  papers  as  you  may  possess  sent  to  me  for 
>  before  the  grand  jury. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  H.  WELLS, 

U,8.AUorneif,D,C, 
Ion.  B.  H.  Bristow, 

Secretary  of  the  lYeaeury, 

[Indorsement  on  the  foregoing.] 

Treasury  Department, 

December  20, 1875. 

lespectfully  referred  to  the  Third  Auditor,  who  will  please  furnish  Mr.  Wells  with 
the  original  papers  in  his  office  pertaining  to  the  case. 
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The  papers  shoald  be  sent  by  the  hands  of  some  clerk  who  is  trastworthj  and  also 
familiar  with  the  details  of  the  case. 

It  is  understcKMl  that  they  will  be  needed  for  presentation  to  the  grand  jury  Wed- 
nesday morniug  next. 

CHARLES  F.  CONANT, 

Assistant  Seeretam, 


War  Department, 
Washington,  D.  C,  January  19, 1876. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  yonr  commauication  of  the 
4th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  3lst  ultimo,  relative  to  the  failure  of  the  graod 
jury  of  this  District  to  find  a  true  bill  against  Geo.  W.  Balloch,  late  chief  disbnrsiiig- 
ofiScer  of  the  Buroftn  Refngees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands,  on  account  of  tk 
Shepherd  voucher  transaction ;  and  I  be^  to  invite  attention  to  the  following  (mU 
seemingly  overlooked  in  your  communication. 

This  Department  after  ascertaining  that  funds  of  the  United  States  had  not  been 
accounted  for  to  the  Treasury,  caused  the  officers  of  the  late  Bureau  of  Refugees, 
Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands  to  render  accounts  to  the  Third  Auditor,  and,  after 
their  rendition,  January  2,  1874,  discovered  that,  through  the  Shepherd  voucher,  a 
fraud  had  been  fully  consummated  on  the  Treasury  Department,  the  same  disburse- 
ment throQgh  the  original  and  duplicate  voucher  having  been  allowed  twice  by  tb« 
accounting-officers. 

My  letter  to  you  of  November  3, 1874,  recommended,  among  other  things,  criminal 
prosecution  for  the  ofifense,  and  your  letter  of  November  13,  1H74,  to  me  (a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  inclosed)  informed  me  that  "a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  honorable 
Attorney-General  (which  you  had  called  for)  of  the  24th  ultimo,  and  such  other  papen 
pertaining  to  the  matter  deemed  necessary  for  a  full  understanding  of  all  the  points 
at  issue,  liave  this  day  been  transmitted  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  with  request 
that  he  institute  without  unnecessary  delay  such  proceedings  against  the  officers  in 
question  as  the  nature  of  the  case  may  demand.^ 

Thus  yonr  Department  properly  assumed  the  responsibility  of  the  necessary  ^o- 
ceedings,  the  duty  of  this  Department  being  confined  to  necessary  reports  of  (acts, 
offering  certain  suggestions,  and  standing  ready  to  furnish  evidence  necessarily  con- 
nected with  the  traosactions. 

The  criminal  proceedings  in  question  were  not  against  an  "officer  of  the  Army,"  bat 
Against  a  person  who  had,  September  1,  1868,  been  discharged  from  the  military  serr- 
ice,  and  who,  almost  six  years  after  that  discharge,  had  in  connection  with  his  dnties 
as  a  civilian  employ^  of  the  late  bureau,  and  when  no  longer  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  consummated  a  fraud  on  the  Treasury.  Therefore  he  was  not  subject 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  a  military  court. 

It  scarcely  could  have  been  supposed  that  the  War  Department  would  undertake 
the  performance  of  dnties  devolved  by  right  upon  the  Treasury,  nor  is  there  any  pre- 
cedent, so  far  as  I  am  aware,  to  Justify  the  supposition  that  so  discourteous  an  interfer- 
ence would  have  been  assumed. 

The  thirteen  months'  delay,  from  November  13, 1874,  until  December  15, 1875,  by  the 
Treasury  Department  after  its  expressed  intent  of  November  13,  1874,  "  to  institnte 
proceedings  without  unnecessary  delay,"  involves  responsibilities  that  obviously  did 
not  and  cannot  devolve  on  the  War  Department. 

The  delay  in  this  communication  is  the  result  of  my  recent  absence,  daring  which 
your  letter  of  the  4th  instant  reached  the  Department. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

W.  W.  BELKNAP. 

Secretary  of  War, 

To  the  honorable  the  Secrktart  of  the  Treasury, 

Washington,  D,  C. 

No  reply  to  the  foregoing  has  reached  this  office. 

With  refercDce  to  the  irregular  or  retained  bounty-fund,  referred  to 
in  Diy  last  report  under  the  caption  "  irregular  fund,  or  retained  bounty- 
fund,  about  $131,500,  more  or  less,"  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in- 
formed the  Secretary  of  War  under  date  of  December  15,  1876,  that  suit 
liad  been  commenced  and  was  then  pending  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  against  Gen.  O.  O.  Howard,  late  Commissioner,  &c.,  for  the 
amount  of  $110,707.85,  on  account  of  said  fund. 
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The  tabular  exhibit  herewith  submitted  by  the  chief  disbursing-offi- 
cer  indicates  the  financial  operations  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1876,  and  supplemental  to  August  31,  1876. 

Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  M.  VINCENT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-OeneraL 

The  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army. 

Eespectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

THOMAS  M.  VINCENT, 

Assistant  Adjutant-OeneraL 

Adjutant-General's  Office,  October  10, 1876. 


War  Department,  Adjutant  General's  Office, 
Chief  Disbursing-Office,  Freedmen's  Branch, 

Washingtonj  D.  0.,  October  9,  1876. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  tabular  exhibits  of  the 
financial  operations  of  the  disbursingoffice  of  the  Freedmen's  Branch  of 
the  Adjutant-General's  Office  in  the  payment  of  pay,  bounty,  prize- 
money,  and  other  moneys  due  to  colored  soldiers,  sailors,  &c.,  under 
joint  resolution  of  Congress  of  March  29,  1867,  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30, 1876,  embracing  a  separate  exhibit  of  the  like  operations 
from  July  1  to  August  31,  1876. 

Of  the  amount  (875,000)  appropriated  by  Congress  to  defray  the  ex- 
penses attending  the  payment  of  bounties,  &c.,  for  the  year  ending 
Jane  30, 1876,  there  was  expended  the  sum  of  $55,268.73,  leaving  an 
unexpended  balance  of  $19,731.27. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  McMillan, 

Captain  Third  Artillery^  Chief  DisbursingOfficer. 

Maj.  Thomas  M.  Vincent, 

Assistant  Adjutant- QeneraU 
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Supplemehial  abstract  of  receipts  and  dishuraements  for  th€  months  ofJuljf  and  Auffustj  1^6. 


Date. 


Balance  Jalj  1,  1876. 

Jnly,  1876 

Auguiit,  1876 


Total    

On  hand  September  1,  1876 


Grand  total 


Pay,  bonntj,  See,,  due  colored  loldiert,  or  their  heira. 


Amount  re- 
ceived. 


$453,471  58 
17,891  46 
S,891  04 


4)4,254  10 


Amount  dlibnraed. 


$5,901  51 
40.982  33 


46,883  84 
120.234  63 


167, 118  47 


2S5 


5-9 

•la 

O 


$3,230  66 


3,230  66 
198,508  33 


201.738  99 


$428  81 


428  81 
87, 742  32 


88,171  13 


*5^ 


$395  62 
2,620  29 


3.015  91 
14,209  60 


17. 225  51 


TotaL 


$9.956  0 
43.e(»e9 


53,59a 
420.694  66 


474, 254  M 


Supplemental  abstract  of  receipts  and  dishursementSf  ^ — ContiDDed. 


Date. 


Pay,  bounty,  prise-money,  Ac,  due 
colored  Mdlon  and  marines,  or 
their  heira. 


Amount  re* 
ceived. 


Balance  July  1,  1876 $8,802  32 

July,  1876 990  99 

Augn»t,  1876 i  223  73 


Total 

On  hand  September  1, 1876 


Grand  total 10,017  04 


Amount  diiburted. 


gswB 


$30  00 
867  00 


897  00 
9,120  04 


10. 017  04 


TotaL 


$30  00 
867  00 


897  00 
9,120  04 


10, 017  04 


Commutation  of  ratioM 
due  colored  loldien. 


Amount  re- 
ceiyed. 


$451  50 
55  50 


Amooot  do- 
buried. 


$507  00 


507  00 


507  00 


Remarks. — One  thouitand  nine  hnndred  and  Hizty-fonr  claims  were  paid  during  the  fiscal  year  ended  Jm« 
30, 1876.  and  374  during  July  and  August.  187^  making  a  total  uf  2.338.  The  amounts  in  the  hands  of  the  loc«I 
disbuming-officers,  aggrfgating  $300,911.75,  represent  settled  claims  that  have  be^n  a^mtted  at  the  chief  dis- 
bursiDg'offlce  in  thiM  city  Tor  payment  to  the  claimants  and  sent  to  the  local  officers  for  that  purpose.  The 
paym<>nt  of  these  claims  involves  no  labor  further  than  that  of  discovering  the  claimants,  and  of  identiffing 
them  when  they  shall  present  themselves. 

RECAPITULATION. 


On  what  account 

1 

Fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1876. 

July  and  August,  1876. 

Received. 

Disbursed. 

Received. 

Dtebursed. 

Pav.  bounty.  Slc,  due  colored  soldiers  ................. 

1738.882  14 

13,961  84 

559  00 

$28.5.410  56 

5,  159  52 

107  50 

$474,254  10 

10,017  04 

507  00 

$53,5  9  SS 

897  00 

Pay,  bounty,  price-money,  Stc,  due  colored  sailors 

Commutation  of  rations  due  colored  soldiers ............ 

Total 

290,677  58 
462,725  40 

54.436  23 
430,32193 

On  hand  and  in  transit .^......^.r 

Grand  total 

*753,402  98 

753, 4(*2  98 

484,778  14 

484,778  M 

*  This  includes  the  amount  on  hand  July  1,  1875. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  is  correct 

J  AS.  McMillan, 

Captain  Third  Artillery,  Chief  Di»hur$in^'Qgica'. 
Chief  Disbursino-Office. 

Fkkedmen's  Branch,  Adjutant-General's  Office. 

fFa$hin^ton,  D.  C,  October  9,  1876. 
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[Forty-fourth  Congress,  first  session,  Honse  of  Representatives,  Ex.  Doc.  No,  179.] 

BUREAU  OF  RKFUGSES,  FREKDMKN,  AND  ABANDONED  iJkNDS. 

[To  aocomiMUiy  H.  Bes.  1S8.] 

Letter  frmn  the  Secrttan/  of  War,  trammitting  a  eommunioation  from  ike  Auistant  Adjutant- 
General  of  the  Army  in  charge  of  the  late  Bureau  of  Refugeea^  Freedmeuy  and  Abandoned 
LandSy  and  recommending  such  legielation  as  will  enable  the  officers  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment to  make  new  settlements  infatar  of  certain  colored  claimants, 

June  9,  1876. — Referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  the  Freedman's  Bank.  Jnne  20, 
1876. — Recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Freedman's  Bank  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

War  Department,  June  7, 1876. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives a  commnnication  from  the  Assistant  Adjnt>ant  General  in  charge  of  the  late  Bu- 
reau of  Refugees,  Freedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lands,  requesting  snch  legislation  as  will 
enable  the  accounting-officers  of  the  Treasury  to  make  new  settlements  in  favor  of  cer- 
tain colored  claimants,  in  cases  where  it  may  be  shown  that  they  have  not  received 
from  the  late  Freedmen's  Bureau  the  payments  and  fands  represented  by  the  vouchers 
now  filed  with  the  Second  Auditor. 

In  explanation,  attention  is  invited  to  the  correspondence  between  the  War  Depart- 
ment and  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject,  and  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Adjntant-General's  Office  for  early  action. 

H.  T.  CROSBY,  Chief  Clerk, 
For  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  his  absence* 


War  Departmant,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Washington,  Z).  C,  June  6,  1876. 

General  :  Referring  to  the  subject  of  complaint  cases,  or  those  in  which  claimants 
allege  that  tbey  have  not  received  from  the  late  Bureau  of  Refugees,  Freedmen,  and 
Abandoned  Lands  their  pay  and  bounty-money,  although  the  records  of  the  Treasury 
Department  show  settlement  of  their  claims,  and  vouchers  have  been  filed  by  the  late 
bareau  as  evidence  of  payment;  and  wherein  there  has  been  fraud  on  claimants; 
whereby  they  have  been  deprived  of  the  moneys  awanled  them  by  the  United  States, 
I  have  the  honor  to  snbmit  the  subject,  in  order  that  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War 
may  place  it  before  Congress,  with  the  view  to  such  legislation  as  will  enable  the  ac- 
counting-officers to  make  new  settlements  in  cases  where  it  may  be  shown  that  the 
claimants  have  not,  in  fact,  received  the  payments  represented  by  the  vouchers  filed 
in  their  respective  claims. 

The  amount  thus  far  involved  is  $64,610.94,  as  follows: 

Aggregate  amount  of  claims  that  have  been  reported  to  the  Second  Auditor.  |49, 390  80 
Report  to  Second  Auditor  in  cases  where  innds  were  not  paid  to  claim- 
ants, but  returned  to  the  chief  disbnrsiog-officer  by  local  agents 15,220  14 

64, 610  94 

A  draught  of  a  joint  resolution  herewith,  marked  A,  will  point  to  what  is  deemed 
necessary. 

In  order  to  a  full  anderstanding  of  the  subject,  it  will  be  necessary  to  refer  to  the 
following  summary : 

Soon  after  the  transfer  of  the  late  bureau  to  this  office,  the  complaints  had  their  in- 
itial, and  the  Adjutant-Generars  Office  viewed  that  it  cuuld  not  take  cognizauce  of  any 
claims  which  the  records  of  that  bureau  indicated  as  naid.  The  complaints  of  non- 
]>ayment  were  transmitted  to  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  and  on  April  10, 
1873,  that  officer  addressed  the  following  letter : 

"  Treasury  Department,  Second  Auditor's  Office, 

"  Washington,  Apnl  10,  1873. 

*'  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  numerous  complaints  are  being  made  to  this  office 
by  colored  soldiers,  or  their  heirs,  of  the  non-receipc  of  their  pay  and  bounty-money, 
although  the  records  of  the  office  show  settlements  of  their  claims,  and  the  records  of 
the  late  Freedmen's  Bureau  show  payment  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Treasury  certificates 
to  the  claimants. 

'*  Evidence  presented  to  this  office,  as  well  as  before  the  court-martial  convened  at 
Louisville,  Ky.,  for  the  trial  of  John  L.  Graham  and  Benj.  P.  Ruukle,  shows  conclu- 
sively that  certain  claimants  have  been  defrauded  of  their  money,  and  that  in  some 


432         REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OP  WAR. 

instances  the  receipts  and  yonchers  npon  which  the  money  is  claimed  to  hare  beea 
paid  are  false  and  nctitions,  or  procured  npon  frandnlent  representations. 

"  Under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  March  30, 1867,  the  settlement  of  the  claims  and 
payment  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  is  regarded  as  relieving  tlie 
acoountio^-officers  of  the  Treasury  of  further  responsibility  relating  to  the  payment 
of  tbe  claims  ;  but  as  tbese  parties  have  valid  claims  against  the  Government,  which 
ultimately  will  have  to  be  paid,  the  question  arises,  what  action  shall  the  Grovemmrat 
now  pursue  upon  these  complaints,  with  a  view  to  its  own  protection  and  that  of  the 
claimants  ;  whether  tbe  cases  shall  be  investigated  and  prosecuted  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
through  the  Department  of  Justice  f 

''As  there  are  some  cases  now  before  me,  in  which  criminal  action  is  not  barred  by  tbe 
statute  of  limitations,  immediate  action  seems  to  be  required  ;  and  this  letter  is  ad- 
dressed to  you,  that  I  may  be  informed  of  your  views  upon  the  subject. 
**  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  E.  B.  FRENCH,  AntUUff. 

"  The  Hon.  Secrktart  War." 


Under  date  of  April  15, 1873,  reply  was  made  by  the  Adjutant-General  aa  follows: 

"  War  Department,  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

"  WavJUngtan,  D.  C,  ApHl  15, 1873. 

''  Sir  :  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  as  to  complaints  by  colored  olaio* 
ants  of  tbe  non-receipt  of  the  pay  and  bounty-money,  the  recoids  showing  adjustmentof 
the  claims,  and  payment  of  the  same,  and  asking  whether  '  the  cascis  shall  be  investi- 
gated and  prosecuted  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  or  under  thediree* 
tion  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,'  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  Acting  Secretary 
of  War  has  decided  that  the  War  Department,  through  the  Department  of  Justice,  will 
undertake  the  prosecution  of  the  parties  connected  with  the  preparation  of  the  **  false 
and  fictitious^'  receipts  and  vouchers,  or  the  '  fraudulent  representations.' 

"  To  that  end  I  will  be  pleased  to  have  you  transmit,  through  me,  for  the  Secretary  of 
War,  all  papers  and  evidence  in  your  ofBce  bearing  upon  the  cases. 

'*  Concert  of  action  will  be  maintained,  of  course,  between  the  Treasury  andWii 
Departments,  through  the  proper  officers,  during  the  action  now  contemplated. 
'*  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 
<'  Adjutant-GtneroL 

<*  The  Second  Auditor,  United  States  Treasury/* 

On  May  31, 1873,  the  Secretary  of  War  placed  the  subject  hofore  the  Attorney- 
General,  and  that  officer,  in  his  opinion  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  said: 

**  But  the  joint  resolution  of  1867  is  very  explicit.  All  money  paid  under  that  act  is 
paid  directly  to  the  Commissioner,  and  it  is  enacted  that  '  he  shall  be  responsible  for 
the  safe  custody  and  faithful  disbursement  of  the  fund  intrusted  to  him.'  Nothing  u 
said  about  any  of  the  assistant  commissioners,  or  about  any  disbursing-offioer,  aod 
although  it  was  probably  necessary,  and  undoubtedly  was  lawful,  for  the  Commissioner 
to  appoint  and  employ  disbnrsing-officers  beside  himself,  nevertbeless  he  is  responsible 
civilly  under  tbis  act  for  their  acts,  the  same  as  if  done  by  himself ;  and  even  if  he 
took  bonds  from  them  directly  to  the  €k>vernment,  this  cannot  relieve  him  of  such 
liability.  Tbe  Government  may  enforce  both  securities  in  order  to  indemnify  itself  for 
any  loss  which,  through  the  default  of  a  subordinate  officer,  it  may  have  suffered. 
Tbis  liability  might,  in  some  respecta,  be  enlarged  by  the  terms  of  the  bond  given  by 
the  Commissioner,  but  it,  of  course,  could  not  be  in  the  least  diminished. 

*'The  Commissioner  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau,  therefore,  is  liable  for  all  the  losses 
sustained  by  the  Government  through  the  default  of  a  subordinate  disbursing-officer 
or  other  person  employed  by  him  in  the  disbursement  of  the  moneys  intrusted  to  him 
under  the  joint  resolution  of  1867." 

When  tbe  subject  reached  the  Howard  court  of  inquiry,  the  court  decided  not  to 
take  testimony  or  to  go  into  an  examination  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  the  complaints 
in  the  cases,  then  numbering  one  hundred  and  seventy-four,  were  valid,  and  the  coart 
found  that  the  '^  Treasury  officials  testify  that  all  these  cases  can  be  settled  in  the 
usual  manner  by  them,  and  were  actually  in  process  of  settlement  at  the  time  [March 
3,  1874]  when  this  court  met." 

The  subject  thus  stood,  under  the  testimony  of  the  accounting- officers  that  they 
could  (without  further  legislation)  settle  the  cases,  and  that  they  were  in  actual  proc- 
ess of  settlement,  until  December,  1875,  when  the  Secretary  of  War  addressed  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  as  follows : 
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"War  Department, 
"  Washififfion  Cityj  December  18,  1875. 

"  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  namerons  complaints  received  at  this  Depart- 
ment and  at  the  office  of  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  from  colored  ex-soldiers 
and  their  representatives,  alleging  the  non-receipt  of  their  bounty,  &c.,  which  is  shown 
by  the  records  of  the  late  Bureau  Uefugees,  Freedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lands  to  have 
been  paid  to  them,  led  to  an  arrangement,  in  April,  1873,  between  this  Department  and 
the  Second  Auditor,  under  which  the  original  Treasury  certificates  issued  in  settlement 
of  the  claims  referred  to,  the  vouchers  representing  their  payment,  and  any  other 
necessary  papers  furnished  by  the  Auditor  to  this  Department,  have  been  regularly 
referred  to  the  Department  of  Justice,  for  such  investigation  as  might  be  practicable 
with  the  view  of  determining  whether  the  complainants  (claimants)  had  or  had  not,  in 
fact,  received  payment  of  their  claims. 

*^  Some  one  hundred  and  fifty  (150)  cases  have  been  thus  referred  to  the  Department 
of  Justice,  a  number  of  which  have  been  received  back  and  returned  to  the  Auditor, 
with  evidence  establishing  conclusively  that  payment  to  the  claimants  has  never  been 
made. 

"  In  addition  to  the  above,  there  were  a  large  number  of  cases,  representing  a  large 
aggregate  sum,  which  it  was  discovered  in  the  regular  course  of  business  in  the  Adju- 
tant General's  Office  had  not  been  paid,  although  vouchers  representing  payment  had 
been  filed  by  George  W.  Balloch,  late  cnief  disbursing-officer  Bureau  Refugees,  Freed- 
men, and  Abandoned  Lands,  with  the  accounting-officers  of  your  Department,  but  that 
funds  for  payment  of  those  cases,  which  had  been  sent  by  said  George  W.  Ballooh  to 
various  local  agents  of  the  bureau,  had  been  by  them  returned  to  him,  because  of  their 
inability  to  discover  the  claimants.  These  cases  were  duly  and  fully  reported  to  the 
Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  for  such  action  as  in  his  judgment  the  importance  of 
the  subject  might  demand. 

"  As  yet,  however,  so  far  as  this  Department  is  informed,  no  relief  has  been  afforded 
to  any  of  the  claimants  of  either  class  above  referred  to,  some  of  whom  are  constantly 
writing  to  this  Department,  complaining  of  the  hfu^hip  to  which  they  have  been  sub- 
jected, and  urging  payment  of  the  amounts  to  which  they  are  entitled,  under  the 
evident  belief  that  the  responsibility  for  their  payment,  as  well  as  for  the  unjust  delay, 
attaches  to  this  Department. 

"  In  consideration  of  the  facts  as  stated,  and  of  the  fact  that  the  final  disposition  of 
the  claims  in  question,  bv  new  settlements  or  otherwise,  of  necessity  devolves  upon 
the  accounting-officers  oi  your  Department,  the  subject  is  thus  presented  to  you  with 
the  view  to  such  action  on  your  part  as  will  place  this  Department  in  the  possession 
of  information  as  to  the  action  contemplated  by  those  officers,  in  cases  of  the  claimants 
where  it  has  been  shown  that  they  have  never  received  payment,  and  the  probable 
time  that  will  elapse  before  such  cases  are  finally  disposed  of. 

"It  is  resi>ectfull^  submitted  that  simple  justice  to  the  claimants,  who  have  already 
been  too  long  deprived  of  their  duef>,  entitles  their  claims  to  the  most  prompt  and 
favorable  consideration  that  a  proper  regard  for  the  public  interests  will  permit. 

'*  If  under  the  existing  laws  the  claimants  can  receive  their  dues,  steps  looking 
thereto  should  be  taken.  If,  on  the  contrary,  further  legislation  is  requisite,  action 
shoald  be  had  looking  to  that. 

"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 
"  Secretary  of  War, 

"  The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

Under  date  of  December  24, 1875,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  replied  as  follows: 

"Treasury  Department,  December  24, 1875. 

'^  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  concern- 
ing complaints  of  colored  ex-soldiers,  alleging  non-receipt  of  their  bounty,  has  been 
received  at  this  office  and  referred  to  the  ^cond  Auditor  of  this  Department. 
**  Very  respectfully, 

"  B.  H.  BRISTOW,  Secretary, 
"  Hon.  W.  W.  Belknap, 

" Secretary  of  War" 

On  February  9, 1876,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  again  addressed  as  follows : 

"War  Department, 
"  Washington  City,  February  9,  1876. 

"  Sir:  Referring  to  my  letter  of  December  18tb,  last,  respecting  certain  complaints 
of  colored  ex-soldiers,  &c.,  alleging  the  non-receipt  of  bounty,  represented  by  vouchers 
filed  in  the  Treasury  Department  to  have  been  paid  to  them  by  the  late  Bureau  Refu- 
gees, Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands,  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  attention  to  the  fact 
28  W 
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that  no  iDformation  of  the  action  had  thereon  has  been  received  at  this  Departmoit 
farther  than  that  conveyed  by  your  letter  of  the  24th  December,  stating  that  mine  d 
the  18th  had  been  referred  to  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury. 

''Upon  the  considerations  that  led  to  my  previous  letter,  as  therein  stat-ed,  is  dov 
based  thi'  request  that  this  Department  may  be  furnished,  at  the  earliest  practic*)^ 
date,  with  a  reply  covering  the  points  of  inquiry  therein  submitted. 
"  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

"  WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

"  Secretary  of  War. 
"  The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

Again,  under  date  of  March  29, 1876,  no  reply  having  to  that  date  been  received,  tk 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  addressed  as  follows : 

**  [Special.] 

"War  Department, 
''Washington  City,  March  29, 187a 

"  Sir  :  Referring  to  communications  from  this  Department,  dated,  respectively,  Deoeo- 
ber  18,  1875,  and  February  9, 1876,  relative  to  complaints  of  colored  ex-soldiers,  allegiig 
the  non-receipt  of  their  bounties,  &c.,  represented  by  vouchers  filed  in  the  Treasny 
Department  to  have  been  paid  to  them  by  the  late  Bureau  of  Refugees,  FreedmeD  ad 
Abandoned  Lands,  I  have  the  honor  to  invite  attention  to  the  fact  that  to  this  tine 
this  Department  has  no  reply  or  information  in  the  matter  farther  than  that  oontaiiM^ 
in  your  letter  of  December  2^4,  stating  that  War  Department  letter  of  December  Id  hid 
been  referred  to  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury. 

"  Viewing  the  .subject  as  one  involving  important  interests,  fully  referred  to  in  preri- 
ous  communications,  I  beg  to  express  the  hope  that  such  action  as  may  be  contemplated 
or  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  accounting-officers  may  be  had  with  the  least  possible 
delay,  and  that  this  Department  may  be  promptly  advised  thereof. 
*'  With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

"ALFONSO  TAFT, 
'' Secretary  of  War. 

"The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

Replies  were  received  as  follows : 

"Treasury  Department,  March  31, 1876. 

"  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  29th  instant, 
again  calling  my  attention  to  your  letter  of  December  18,  1875,  relative  to  complaints 
of  colored  ex-soldiers,  alleging  the  non-receipt  of  their  bounties,  dec,  represented  bf 
vouchers  filed  in  this  Department,  and  asking  that  you  may  be  informed  as  to  the  action 
that  may  be  contemplated  or  thought  necessary  on  the  part  of  the  accounting-officeis. 
"  Lnmediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter  first  mentioned,  I  again  called  upon  ik 
Second  Auditor  for  a  report  on  the  subject-matter,  and  I  hand  yon  herewith  his  reply. 
dated  the  30th  instant,  which,  it  is  thought,  embraces  all  the  information  desired  by 
your  Department  in  this  matter,  and  also  explains  the  cause  of  the  delay  in  making 
the  report. 

"  Very  respectfully, 

"B.  H.  BRISTOW, 

"  Secretari 
"  Hon.  Alphonso  Taft, 

Secretary  of  War,'^ 

"  Second  Auditor^s  Office  of  the  Treasury  Department, 

''March  30,  1876. 

"  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War  of  IV- 
oember  18, 1876,  relating  to  the  complaints  '  from  colored  ex-soldiers  and  their  repR- 
sentatives,  alleging  the  non-receipt  of  their  bounty,  &c.,  which  is  shown  by  the  records 
of  the  late  Bureau  of  Refugees,  I^eedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands  to  have  been  paid  t» 
them.' 

"  By  the  joint  resolution  of  Congress  '  in  reference  to  the  collection  and  payment  of 
moneys  due  colored  soldiers,  Bailors,  and  marines,  or  their  heirs,'  approved  March  '^ 
1867,  it  is  provided  '  that  all  checks  and  Treasury  certificates  to  be  issued  in  the  settle- 
ment of  claims  for  pay,  bounty,  prize-money,  or  other  moneys  due  to  colored  soldiers, 
sailors,  or  marines,  or  their  legal  representatives,  now  residing,  or  who  may  have 
resided,  in  any  State  in  which  slavery  existed  in  the  year  1860,  the  claim  for  whici 
has  been  or  may  be  prosecuted  by  an  agent  or  attorney,  shall  be  made  payable  to  tbi 
Commissioner  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau,  who  shall  pay  the  said  agent  or  attorney  his 
lawful  fees  and  expenses,  and  shall  hold  the  balance  subject  to  the  order  of  the  claiiO' 
ants,  on  satisfactory  identification ;  but  no  money  shall  be  paid  to  any  person  except  tb(^ 
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elaimant,  or  his  or  her  legal  representatives,  if  deceased ;  nor  shall  any  power  of  attor- 
ney, transfer,  or  assignment  of  the  amount  of  said  claims,  or  any  part  thereof,  be 
recognized  or  allow^  by  the  Commissioner,  or  by  any  officer  or  agent  acting  under 
him  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  dnty  of  the  said  Commissioner,  the  officers  and  agents  of  the 
F^eedmen's  Bureau,  to  facilitate,  as  far  as  possible,  the  discovery,  identincation,  and 
payment  of  the  claimants.' 

**  The  second  section  provides  *  that  the  Commissioner  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau 
shall  be  held  responsfbie  for  the  safe  custody  and  disbursement  of  the  funds  hereby 
Intrusted  to  him/  and,  after  prescribing  rules  for  settling  with  the  attorney  or  agent 
of  the  claimant  for  fees  and  advances,  also  provides  that  *  when  the  claimant  shall 
have  been  properly  identified  and  his  account  is  ready  for  settlement,  the  balance  due 
shall  be  paid  in  current  funds  and  not  in  checks  or  drafts.' 

"  The  resolution  defines  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  accounting-officers  of  the  Treasury 
emd  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau.  All  settlements  were  made  in  strict 
Dompliauce  with  it,  and  all  certificates  issued  were  in  the  name  of  General  O.  O.  Howard, 
Commissioner  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau,  for  the  applicants.  When  this  was  done  in 
ftny  case,  it  is  believed  that  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  accounting-officers  are  ex- 
hausted by  such  settlement,  and  that  in  a  case  where  the  Commissioner  has  filed  vouch- 
BTS  showiug  payment  to  any  soldier  or  his  heirs,  and  the  payment  is  denied  to  have 
been  made  and  is  again  claimed  by  him,  no  new  settlement  can  be  made  without  fur- 
ther authority  of  Congress. 

"  The  only  remedy  existing  at  present  seems  to  be  against  the  Commissioner,  (who  was 
charged  with  the  safe-keeping  and  disbursement  of  the  money  allowed  by  such  settle- 
Doents,  and  drawn  by  him,)  when  it  has  been  satisfactorily  ascertained  that  the  claim- 
ftnts  have  not  received  the  money  for  which  vouchers  have  been  furnished  by  him.  In 
view  of  this,  when  a  complaint  of  non-payment  is  received  at  this  office,  an  investiga- 
tion is  at  once  commenced,  and  where  a  satisfactory  conclusion  cannot  be  reached  by 
it,  the  case  is  forwarded  to  the  War  Department,  to  be  referred  to  the  Department  of 
Justice  for  investigation. 

"  There  are  now  one  hundred  and  thirteen  cases  in  the  hands  of  different  United  States 
attorneys,  sixty  of  which  are  with  the  United  States  attorney  for  the  district  of  Ken- 
kucky,  nineteen  are  with  the  attorney  for  the  western  district  of  Missouri,  seventeen 
ire  with  the  district  attorney  for  Louisiana,  nine  with  the  district  attorney  for  Missis- 
sippi, and  the  remainder  are  scattered  in  the  several  States. 

''About  forty  cases  have  been  investigated  and  returned,  and  in  twenty  of  these 
sbarges  have  been  raised  against  the  Commissioner,  General  O.  O.  Howard.  He  has  also 
t>een  charged  in  ninety-three  other  cases,  where  the  vouchers  furnished  by  him  have 
t>een  shown  to  have  been  false  by  the  records  of  the  late  bureau,  but  there  are  very 
few  of  these  ninety-three  cases  in  which  complaint  has  been  made  to  this  office  of  the 
aon-receipt  of  the  money  by  the  original  claimant-s. 

"  There  are  also  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  cases  now  under  examination  in  this 
)ffice  which  have  not  been  reported  to  the  War  Department  or  Department  of  Justice, 
[n  some  of  these  cases  the  receipt  of  a  portion  of  the  money  is  admitted. 

"  In  some  of  these  cases,  reported  by  the  War  Department  to  this  office,  no  complaint 
las  been  received ;  in  many  no  replies  to  letters  from  this  office  have  been  received, 
whWe  in  others  the  notice  that  fraud  is  supposed  to  exist,  is  not  of  such  a  character  as 
,0  warrant  an  expensive  investigation. 

''  I  have  not  deemed  it  advisable  to  report  a  transcript  of  the  account  against  the  Com- 
missioner, General  O.  O.  Howard,  to  the  Comptroller  for  suit,  in  view  of  the  fact  that,  in 
10  large  a  number  of  the  cases  transmitted  to  the  Department  of  Justice  for  investi- 
^ion,  no  report  has  yet  been  received,  and  as  the  number  already  reported  is  small, 
sompared  with  the  number  under  investigation. 

*'  It  is  presumed  that  the  investigation  of  those  oases  will  be  prosecuted  as  rapidly  as 
8  practicable,  and  that  it  is  not  desirable  to  multiply  suits  against  the  Commissioner 
for  the  recovery  of  the  money. 

"  If  a  different  opinion  is  entertained  by  you,  the  present  condition  of  the  account  is 
inch  that  it  can  be  immediately  reported  for  suit. 

"  I  sincerely  regret  the  delay  and  the  causes  that  have  existed  for  a  delay  in  making  a 
report  upon  the  letter  oi*  the  Secretary  of  War. 

*'About  the  time  that  the  letter  was  received,  I  was  consulted  by  the  law-clerk  of  the 
Second  Comptroller  in  relation  to  a  reply  to  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War.  which 
[  nnderstood  was  of  a  similar  import  and  addressed  to  the  Comptroller ;  ana  being 
mder  the  impression  that  the  opinion  of  my  superior  officer  must  render  such  a  report 
mnecessary,  and  being  constantly  occupied  by  my  official  duties,  I  gave  the  matter  no 
'urther  thought  until  called  upon  subsequently  for  a  report. 

**  I  commenced  it  immediately,  but  found  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  procure  infer- 
nation  from  the  files  of  the  office,  and  directed  a  competent  clerk  to  obtain  it  for  me. 
rhis  required  considerable  examination,  and  his  worK  was  interrupted  by  his  forced 
tttendance  at  court,  so  that  several  days  elapsed  before  the  information  was  obtained. 
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Since  that  time  I  have  been  constantly  occupied  with  pressing  official  dnties,  which, 
with  illness  and  domestic  affliction,  have  united  to  drive  the  subject  from  my  mind. 

"  Repeating  the  expression  of  my  sincere  regret,  and  with  the  assurance  that  theie 
was  no  intentional  delay  in  making  the  reply, 
"  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

"  E.  B.  FRENCH,  Auditor^ 

A  decision  that  legislation  by  Congress  was  requisite  was  thus  reached,  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  asked  the  Secretary  oAhe  Treasury  to  place  the  subject  before  Congrett, 
with  the  view  to  certain  legislation,  by  the  following  letter : 

"  War  Department, 
"  Washington  City,  ApHl  27, 1876. 

''  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  3l8t  ultimo,  in- 
closing copy  of  the  report  of  the  Second  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  claims  fc^ 
bounty,  &c.,  of  colored  ex-soldiers  represented  by  vouchers  filed  with  the  accounting-offi- 
cers of  the  Treasury,  to  have  b^en  paid  through  the  late  Bureau  of  Refugees,  Fieedmoi 
and  Abandoned  Lands,  but  in  which  the  claimants  deny  having  ever  received  pay- 
ment. 

^*As  from  said  report  it  appears  that  new  settlements  in  the  cases  referred  to  canootbe 
made,  *  without  further  authority  of  Congress,'  and  that  'the  only  remedy  exisdiii 
at  present  seems  to  be  against  the  Commissioner,  when  it  has  been  satisfactorily  asocf- 
tained  that  the  claimants  have  not  received  the  money  for  which  vouchers  have  bee 
furnished  by  him,'  it  is  respectfully  urged  that  you  will  place  the  subject  before  Con- 
gress with  the  view  to  such  legislation  as  will  invest  the  accounting-officers  wit^ 
authority  to  issue  new  settlements  in  cases  where  it  may  be  shown  that  the  claimantB 
did  not  in  fact  receive  the  payment  represented  by  the  vouchers  filed  in  their  respe^ 
ive  claims. 

"  The  amount  thus  far  involved  is  $64,610.94,  as  follows : 

"Aggregate  amount  of  claims  that  have  been  reported  to  the  Second  Auditor,  |49, 390  ^ 
"  Cases  reported  to  Second  Auditor  in  cases  where  funds  were  not  paid  to 
claimants,  but  returned  to  the  chief  disbursing-  officer  by  local  agents 15, 230  U 

64, 610  ^ 

"  I  need  hardly  suggest  that  considerationsof  justice  to  the  claimants  who  have  aheadr 
su£fered  from  long  deprivation  of  their  just  dues,  and  who  must  endure  greater  hard- 
ship if  forced  to  await  the  result  of  a  protracted  suit  against  the  late  Commissiontf. 
should  lead  to  prompt  and  earnest  attention  to  this  matter. 

**  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  of  such  action  as  may  be  taken  by  you  under  the 
request  herein  contained. 

*^  With  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

"ALPHONSO  TAFT, 

"  Secretary  of  War. 
"  The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury." 

On  May  12, 1876,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  replied  as  follows: 

"Treasury  Department,  May  12,  1876. 

"  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimO' 
relative  to  claims  for  bounty,  &c.,  of  colored  ex-soldiers,  represented  by  vouchers  filed 
with  the  accounting-officers  of  the  Treasury  to  have  been  paid  through  the  lateBuresQ 
Refugees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands,  but  in  whicn  the  claimants  deny  haviDg 
ever  received  payment. 

"As  no  new  settlements  can  be  made  in  these  cases  without  further  legislation,  yoQ 
urge  that  the  subject  be  placed  before  Congress  by  this  Department,  with  a  view  to 
obtaining  such  legislation  as  will  invest  the  accounting-officers  of  this  Departmeot 
with  autnority  to  issue  new  settlements  in  cases  where  it  may  be  shown  that  tbt 
claimants  did  not,  in  fact,  receive  the  payments  represented  by  the  vouchers  filed  with 
their  respective  claims. 

**  In  reply,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  yon  that,  under  the  peculiar  system  by  which 
the  claims  for  bounty,  &c.,  to  which  you  refer,  were  settled  and  paid,  the  monej 
arising  therefrom  was  turned  over  by  this  Department  to  the  Commissioner  of  tbe 
Bureau  Refugees,  Freedmeu  and  Abandoned  Lands,  and  their  amounts  then  becaoM 
charges  in  his  accounts. 

"  In  making  disbursements  of  this  money,  it  is  alleged  that  the  Commissioner  paid 
out  a  portion  thereof  upon  improper  identification  of  the  claimants.  It  is  held  that 
the  Commissioner  is  personally  responsible  for  such  erroneous  payments ;  but,  until 
the  amount  shall  have  been  recovered  from  him,  the  proper  claimant  is  debarred  from 
receiving  his  just  and  proper  dues. 
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'*  From  this  it  appears  that  the  purpose  of  the  legislation,  which  you  ask  me  to  nrge. 
is  to  remove  certain  difficalties  arising  from  an  alleged  improper  payment  by  the  said 
Commissioner  of  money  received  by  him  upon  adjusted  claims,  as  before  stated. 

''As  the  Commissioner  was  an  officer  of  yoar  Department,  and  the  settlement  of  the 
affairs  of  the  bureau,  through  which  he  made  the  disbursements  in  question,  has  been 
by  law  turned  over  to  your  Department,  it  seems  to  me  that  any  further  legislation 
needed  to  enable  you  to  complete  the  administration  of  the  duties  arising  therefrom 
should  be  presented  to  Congress  through  your  Department,  which  has  in  its  possession 
all  the  records  and  facts  pertaining  to  the  matter  upon  which  the  recommendation  for 
additional  legislation  must  necessarily  be  based. 
"  Very  respectfully, 

"B.  H.  BRISTOW, 

"  Hon.  Alphonso  Taft, 

^^  Secretary  of  War," 

Thus  the  claimants  have  been  deprived  of  their  just  dues  for  several  years,  including 
the  time  during  which  the  subject  rested  with  the  late  bureau,  and  the  two  years 
which  have  elapsed  since  the  accounting-officers  testified  that  they  could  settle  the 
claims  in  the  usual  manner,  and  that  they  were  in  process  of  settlement.  It  is  there- 
fore hoped  that  Congress  will  promptly  legislate  as  suggested  by  this  communication. 
Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  M.  VINCENT, 

AsHstant  Adjutant-General, 
To  the  Adjutant-General  of  the  Army, 

Washingianf  D,  C. 


A. 

A  BESOLUTION  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  olaimB  for  pay,  boanty,  prise-money,  or  other 
moneys  dae  to  colored  soldiers,  sailors,  or  marines,  or  their  legaX  representatives,  in  certain  cases. 

Resolved  J>y  the  Senute  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in 
Congress  cusembled,  That  the  proper  accounting-officers  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  settle  the  claims  for  pay,  bounty,  prize-money, 
or  other  moneys  due  to  colored  soldiers,  sailors,  or  marines,  or  their  legal  represent- 
atives, in  cases  in  which,  upon  proper  investigation  by  the  War  Department,  it  shall 
be  established  that  they  have  failed  to  receive  payment  upon  settlements  heretofore 
made,  and  in  which  vouchers  purporting  to  represent  actual  payment  have  been  filed 
with  the  accounting-officers  of  the  Treasury  by  the  disbursing-officers  of  the  late 
Bureau  of  Refugees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands. 

Sec.  2.  That  tne  investigations  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  facts  as  to  the 
non-receipt  by  any  claimant  of  the  money  purporting,  by  vouchers  filed  with  the 
aooonnting-omcers  of  the  Treasury,  to  have  been  paid  to  him  or  her,  shall  be  made 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  in  each  and  every  case  in  which  the 
investigation  shall  prove  to  his  satisfaction  that  the  cliaimant  or  claimants  have  not  in 
fact  received  payment  of  their  claims,  he  shall  so  report  to  the  accounting-officers  of 
the  Treasury,  who  will  thereupon  settle  the  claim  or  claims  to  which  such  report  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  shall  pertain. 

Sec.  3.  That  said  settlements  shall  be  made  in  accordance  with  existing  laws 
governing  the  original  settlement  of  such  claims,  and  shall  be  chargeable  against  the 
same  appropriations  as  were  the  original  settlements. 

Sec.  4.  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  as  relieving  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  late  Bureau  of  Refiigees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Lands,  or  the 
officers  or  agents  acting  under  him,  of  any  responsibility  or  accountability  which, 
under  existing  laws  or  regulations,  attaches  to  him  or  them  in  connection  with  any 
claim  or  claims  to  which  this  law  has  reference. 

Sec.  5.  Such  expenses  as  may  be  necessitated  bv  the  investigations  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided for,  shall  be  defrayed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  from  tne  appropriation  for  the 
"  collection  and  payment  of  bounties,  &c.,"  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1877. 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

E.  D.  TOWNSEND, 

Adjutant-General, 
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EBPORT  OF  LIEUT.  GEN.  P.  H.  SHERIDAN. 

Note. — The  reason  this  report  is  not  printed  in  the  nsaal  place  is  becaase  it  was  not 
received  in  time.  • 

No.  1. 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

New  Orleans,  La.y  November  26, 1876. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit,  for  the  information  of  the 
General  of  the  Army,  a  brief  report  of  the  events  occurring  in  the  Mili- 
tary Division  of  the  Mlssoari  since  my  last  annnal  report. 

The  division  covers  a  large  extent  of  territory,  reaching  from  the 
eastern  line  of  Illinois  to  Nevada,  and  irom  the  line  of  the  British  pos- 
sessions to  the  Galf  of  Mexico,  embracing  within  these  limits  three- 
fourths  of  all  our  Indian  population. 

For  the  convenience  of  administration,  it  is  divided  into  five  military 
departments,  named  as  follows : 

Department  of  Dakota,  embracing  the  State  of  Minnesota  and  Terri- 
tories of  Montana  and  Dakota ; 

Department  of  the  Platte,  embracing  the  States  of  Iowa  and  Nebraska, 
the  Territories  of  Wyoming  and  Utah,  and  so  much  of  the  Territory  or 
Idaho  as  lies  east  of  a  line  formed  by  the  extension  of  the  western 
boundary  of  Utah  to  the  northeastern  boundary  of  Idaho ; 

Department  of  the  Missouri,  embracing  the  States  of  Illinois,  Missouri, 
Kansas,  Colorado,  the  Indian  Territory,  and  the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico ; 

Departmeiit  of  Texas,  embracing  the  State  of  Texas ;  and  the 

Department  of  the  Gulf,  embracing  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Arkansas, 
Mississippi,  Alabama,  and  those  portions  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky 
lying  west  of  the  Tennessee  River ; 

Commanded,  respectively,  by  Brig.  Gens.  Alfred  H.  Terry,  George 
Crook,  John  Pope,  Edward  O.  C.  Ord,  and  Christopher  C.  Augur. 

These  departments  are  units  of  administration,  each  department  com- 
mander being  alone  responsible  for  the  administration  and  executive 
working  of  his  department,  and  for  economy  in  the  expenditure  of  public 
money  and  the  discipline  of  the  troops. 

The  duties  of  the  division  commander  are  supervisory  and  corrective. 
He  adjusts  the  wants  of  each  department,  and  transfers  the  troops  from 
one  department  to  another  to  meet  any  new  condition  which  may  arise 
and  to  correct  any  abuses  of  administration  and  executive  management. 

The  troops  in  the  Department  of  Texas  have  been  constantly  on  the 
alert  to  meet  the  depredations  of  Indians  from  Mexico  and  from  Mexi- 
can cattle-thieves  along  the  Rio  Grande,  but  I  am  happy  to  state  that 
both  these  causes  of  complaint  have  greatly  diminished,  and,  with  the 
increase  of  our  cavalry  regiments  authorized  by  Congress  last  session, 
we  hope  to  remove  all  anxiety  by  giving  full  protection.  For  the  opera- 
tion of  the  troops,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Brig.  Gen. 
E.  O.  C.  Ord,  commanding  the  department. 

The  Department  of  the  Missouri  has  been  entirely  quiet  since  the 
campaign  of  1874-75,  when  the  hostile  Indians  were  dismounted  and 
disarmed  and  the  worst  leaders  sent  to  Florida.  For  a  detailed  account 
of  the  affairs  of  the  department,  I  refer  to  the  report  of  Brig.  Gen.  John 
Pope,  accompanying. 

In  the  Department  of  the  Gulf  no  events  have  occurred  other  than 
those  incident  to  the  disturbed  condition  of  affairs  arising  from  the 
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political  contests  of  this  year.  The  department  has  been  somewhat 
changed,  by  taking  from  it  the  Gulf  posts  of  Florida  and  adding  to  it 
Alabama  and  those  portions  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  which  lie  west 
of  the  Tennessee  River. 

In  the  Departments  of  Dakota  and  the  Platte  serious  Indian  troubles 
have  existed,  which  have  been  attended  by  some  disasters,  mach  labor, 
and  considerable  expense,  but  there  is  a  fair  prospect  of  a  complete 
settlement  by  the  defeat  and  surrender  of  all  the  hostile  Indians,  with 
their  arms,  ponies,  men,  women,  and  children,  before  the  winter  is  over. 

On  the  9th  of  November,  1875,  United  States  Indian  Inspector  E.  C. 
Watkins  reported  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  the  attitude  of 
certain  wild  and  hostile  Indians  in  Dakota,  Montana,  and  Wyoming, 
composed  of  a  small  band  of  thirty  or  forty  lodges,  under  Sitting 
Bull,  who  had  been  an  out-and-out  anti-agency  Indian,  and  the  bands 
of  other  chiefs  and  headmen  under  Crazy  Horse,  an  Ogallalla  Sioox, 
belonging  formerly  to  the  Red  Cloud  agency,  numbering  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  lodges.  Mr.  Watkins  stated  that  these  hostile  bands 
had  never  accepted  the  reservation  [)olicy  of  the  Government,  were  con- 
tinually making  war  on  the  Arickarees,  Mandans,  Gros  Ventres,  Assina- 
boines,  Blackfeet,  Piegans,  Crows,  and  other  friendly  tribes,  as  well  as 
upon  frontier  settlers  and  emigrants,  and  recommended  that  the  Gov- 
ernment send  troops  to  operate  against  them  and  reduce  them  to  sub- 
jection. The  report  of  Inspecter  Watkins,  with  the  views  of  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs  and  the  recommendation  of  the  honorable 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  that  these  Indians  be  informed  that  they  must 
remove  to  a  reservation  before  the  31st  of  January,  1876,  and  that,  in 
the  event  of  their  refusal  to  come  in  by  the  time  specified,  they  would 
be  turned  over  to  the  War  Department  for  punishment,  were  referred 
to  me  by  the  General  of  the  Army,  December  13, 1875. 

As  Generals  Terry  and  Crook  command  the  departments  in  whidi 
these  Indians  were  located,  I  submitted  the  subject  to  them,  and  Gen- 
eral Terry  was  of  the  opinion  that  Sitting  Bull's  band  was  encamped 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Missouri ;  that  it  could  be  reached  bj  a 
quick  movement,  which  might  be  decisive  at  that  season  of  the  year, 
and  that  he  had  sufficient  troops  to  make  such  a  movement.  General 
Crook  was  of  the  opinion  that  operations  could  be  undertaken  in  his  de- 
partment against  the  hostiles  whenever,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Indian 
Bureau,  such  action  became  necessary. 

As  the  commands  of  these  two  officers  embraced  all  the  Indians  against 
whom  military  action  was  contemplated,  and  as  they  felt  competent  and 
able  to  move,  I  requested  that,  should  operations  be  determined  upon, 
directions  to  that  effect  be  communicated  as  speedily  as  possible,  so  that 
the  enemy  might  be  taken  at  the  greatest  disadvantage ;  in  other  words, 
in  midwinter,  when  they  could  not  well  get  out  of  the  way  of  the  troops. 

On  February  4, 1876, 1  again  stated,  by  indorsement  on  a  letter  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  that  if  it  was  intended  to  operate  against 
these  Indians,  I  could  safely  say  that  every  possibility  of  success  would 
vanish  unless  directions  were  immediately  given ;  saying  further  that  I 
fully  comprehended  the  difficulties  of  the  country,  and  that  unless  they 
were  caught  before  early  spring  they  could  not  be  caught  at  all. 

On  February  7,  1876,  authority  was  received,  by  indorsement  of  the 
General  of  the  Army  on  letter  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
to  commence  operations  against  the  hostile  Sioux.  They  were,  at  that 
time,  Sitting  Bull's  band,  of  30  or  40  lodges,  and  not  exceeding  70  war- 
riors, and  Crazy  Horse's  band,  not  exceeding  120  lodges,  and  number- 
ing probably  200  warriors.    Meantime  General  Terry  had  learned  that 
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Sitting  Ball's  baud  was  on  the  Dry  Fork  of  the  Missouri,  some  200  miles 
farther  west,  instead  of  the  Little  Missouri. 

On  the  8th  of  February,  the  letter  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior was  referred  to  General  Terry,  with  directions  to  take  such  steps 
with  the  forces  under  his  command  as  would  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the 
Interior  Department  and  the  orders  of  the  General  of  the  Army.  No 
specific  directions  could  be  given,  as  no  one  knew  exactly,  and  no  one 
could  have  known  where  these  Indians  were,  as  they  might  be  here 
to-day  and  somewhere  else  to-morrow. 

General  Terry  was  also  informed  that  General  Crook  would  operate 
from  the  south  in  the  direction  of  the  headwaters  of  Powder  River, 
Pumpkin  Buttes,  Tongue  River,  Rosebud  and  Big  Horn  Rivers,  where 
Crazy  Horse  and  his  allies  frequented,  and  that  departmental  lines 
would  be  disregarded  by  the  troops  until  the  object  requested  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  was  attained.  General  Terry  was  further  in- 
formed that  the  operations  of  himself  and  General  Crook  would  be  made 
without  concert,  as  the  Indian  villages  are  movable  and  no  objective 
point  could  be  fixed  upon,  but  that,  if  they  should  come  to  any  under- 
standing about  concerted  movements,  there  would  be  no  objection  at 
division  headquarters. 

On  the  same  date,  February  8, 1876,  a  copy  of  the  same  paper  was 
referred  to  General  Crook,  with  similar  general  instructions,  informing 
him  also  that  the  operations  conducted  by  General  Terry  would  be  com- 
municated to  him  for  his  information  whenever  received  at  division 
headquarters. 

During  the  time  this  correspondence  was  taking  place,  from  Decem- 
ber 12,  1875,  to  February  4, 1876,  efforts  were  being  made  by  the  Inte- 
rior Department  to  have  these  hostile  Indians  come  in  and  settle  down 
on  reservations.  Communications  had  been  sent  them  from  various 
agencies,  informing  them  of  the  wishes  and  intentions  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  every  inducement  held  oat  to  them  to  become  peaceable  and 
obedient.  The  only  end  gained,  however,  by  all  these  communications 
was  that  of  informing  the  hostiles  that  troops  were  to  be  sent  out  to 
compel  them  to  come  in. 

Immediately  on  receipt  of  his  instructions.  General  Crook  commenced 
concentrating  the  available  cavalry  of  his  command  at  Fort  Fetterman, 
consisting  of  ten  companies,  numbering  aboat  50  or  60  men  to  a  com- 
pany, and  this  force,  with  the  addition  of  two  companies  of  infantry, 
formed  an  expedition,  which  moved  out  from  Fort  Fetterman  on  March 
1  against  the  hostiles,  who  were  believed  to  be  located  on  the  head- 
waters of  Powder  River,  Tongue  River,  or  the  Rosebud.  On  the  17th 
of  March  the  main  portion  of  the  expedition,  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  Col.  J.  J.  Reynolds,  struck  an  Indian  village  tinder  Crazy 
Horse  on  Powder  River,  destroying  all  the  lodges,  105  in  number,  and 
the  ammunition  and  stores  it  contained,  and  killing  some  of  the  Indians 
as  well  as  capturing  a  large  herd  of  horses. 

Thesuccessof  this  attack  was  to  some  extent  compromii^ed,  however, 
by  afterward  allowing  the  Indians  to  recover  their  horses  by  a  surprise, 
on  the  morning  after  the  engagement.  The  command  had  suffered  so 
much  from  the  severity  of  the  weather  (the  mercury  having  congealed 
in  the  thermometer  on  several  occasions)  that  it  had  to  return  to  Fort 
Fetterman  without  inflicting  any  further  blow  than  the  burning  of  one 
hundred  and  five  lodges  or  tepees. 

The  failure  to  retain  the  captured  horses  greatly  modified  the  success 
of  the  expedition,  and  the  troops  had  to  be  redistributed  to  their  various 
winter-stations  to  protect  them  from  the  extreme  cold. 
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Aboat  the  same  time  that  Geperal  Crook  was  making  his  preparations 
to  move,  as  just  described,  General  Terry  also  projected  an  exx>edition 
against  Sitting  Bull's  band,  which  was  then  believed,  from  informa- 
tion he  had  received,  was  located  on  the  Little  Missouri  Biver,  but  after- 
ward found  to  beon  the  Dry  Fork  of  the  Missouri,  some  two  hundred  miles 
farther  west.    Before,  however,  the  Seventh  Cavalry  could  be  concen- 
trated at  Fort  Abraham  Lincoln  the  season  became  so  inclement — a  great 
number  of  men  being  badly  frost-bitten  in  reaching  the  fort — and  the 
snow  so  deep  that  it  was  thought  advisable  to  abandon  the  expedition 
until  later  in  the  season.  The  impracticability  of  operations  against  these 
Indians  from  Fort  Lincoln,  on  the  Missouri  Eiver,  during  the  existenoe 
of  the  wild  storms  of  Dakota  in  the  early  spring,  became  pretty  well 
settled  by  the  result  already  experienced,  and  satisfied  me  that  the  recom- 
mendation for  the  establishment  of  the  two  military  posts  in  what  is 
known  as  the  Yellowstone  country,  made  in  my  last  annual  report  and 
in  my  report  of  1874,  in  anticipation  of  hostilities  with  the  Sioux,  was 
the  only  view  to  take  of  this  subject  which  promised  undoubted  success, 
and  I  again  renewed  my  solicitations  for  the  establishment  of  the  posts 
at  the  mouth  of  Tongue  River  and  the  Big  Horn.    Thisadvice,  if  adopted, 
would  have  given  us  abundant  supplies  at  convenient  points,  to  operate 
in  the  very  heart  of  the  country  from  wjience  all  our  troubles  came. 

For  some  years  it  had  been  apparent  to  me  that  the  marauding  bands 
who  lived  in  this  country,  and  who  formed  a  nucleus  for  all  the  dissatis- 
fied and  unmanageable  Indians  at  the  Missouri  Eiver,  Bed  Cloud  and 
Spotted  Tail  agencies,  would  have  to  be  subjugated  and  made  to  feel 
the  power  of  the  Government ;  and  as  a  means  to  this  end  I  recommended 
the  occupation  of  the  country  in  which  these  hostiles  roamed  by  two  per- 
manent and  large  military  posts.  Had  my  advice  been  taken,  there  woald 
have  been  no  war.  These  posts  would  not  only  have  been  the  means  of 
preventing  the  assembling  of  Indians  in  large  bodies  in  that  greatbuf^o 
region,  but  they  would  have  given  us  depots  of  supplies  and  shelter  for 
troops  that  could,  on  account  of  the  short  distances  from  these  supplies, 
operate  at  any  season  of  the  year.  In  addition  to  these  advantages,  t^e 
troops  would  have  become  familiar  with  the  haunts  of  the  Indians, 
learned  the  country  thoroughly,  and  would  not  have  been  obliged,  as 
they  afterward  were,  to  operate  blindly  in  an  almost  totally  unknown 
region,  comprising  an  area  of  almost  ninety  thousand  square  miles. 

Early  in  the  spring,  as  no  change  had  then  been  made  in  the  orders, 
Generals  Terry  and  Crook  made  preparations  to  resume  the  operations, 
General  Crook  concentrating^at  Fort  Fetterman  fifteen  companies  of 
cavalry  and  five  companies  of  infantry ;  and  on  May  29  he  marched 
from  that  point  for  Goose  Creek,  and  established  his  supply-camp  there 
on  the  8th  of  June. 

From  this  camp  he  moved  out  toward  the  headwaters  of  the  Rose- 
bud, on  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  June,  and  on  the  17th  his  scouts 
discovered  the  Indians  in  large  numbers  about  forty  miles  north  of 
Goose  Creek.  A  few  minutes  after  this  information  was  received,  the 
command  was  attacked  with  considerable  desperation.  The  Indians 
displayed  strong  force  at  all  points,  and  contested  the  ground  with  a 
tenacity  which  proved  they  were  fighting  for  time  to  get  their  villas 
away.  The  command  finally  drove  them  off,  with  a  loss  of  13  Indians 
killed,  left  on  the  field ;  and  on  our  side,  of  9  men  killed,  one  officer 
and  23  men  wounded.  The  victory  was  barren  of  results,  however, 
as,  on  account  of  his  wounded  and  a  lack  of  rations  for  his  troops, 
General  Crook  was  unable  to-  pursue  the  enemy.  The  next  day  he  re- 
turned to  his  supply-camp  on  Goose  Creek  and  awaited  re-enforcements 
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and  supplies,  considering  himself  too  weak  to  make  any  movement  until 
additional  troops  reached  him. 

It  now  became  apparent  that  he  had  not  only  Crazy  Horse  and  his 
small  band  to  contend  against,  but  that  the  hostile  force  had  been  aug- 
mented by  large  numbers  of  the  young  warriors  from  the  agencies 
along  the  Missouri  River  and  the  Bed  Cloud  and  Spotted  Tail  agencies 
in  Nebraska,  and  that  the  Indian  agents  at  these  agencies  had  con- 
cealed the  fact  of  the  departure  of  these  warriors;  and  that,  in  most 
cases,  they  continued  to  issue  rations  as  though  they  were  present.  I  had 
feared  such  a  movement  from  the  agencies,  and  early  in  May  had  asked 
that  power  should  be  given  to  the  military  to  exercise  supervisory  con- 
trol over  tne  agencies  and  keep  in  all  who  were  then  there  and  all  out 
who  were  then  out  and  hostile,  but  no  attention  was  paid  to  this  repre- 
sentation. 

General  Terry  concentrated  at  Fort  Lincoln  the  Seventh  Cavalry, 
three  Gatling  guns,  and  six  companies  of  infantry,  and  op  the  17th  of 
May  marched  from  that  post  for  the  mouth  of  the  Powder  River,  where 
he  arrived  and  established  his  supply -camp  on  the  7th  of  June.  From 
this  point,  Major  Marcus  A.  Reno,  Seventh  Cavalry,  with  six  companies 
of  that  regiment,  scouted  up  the  Powder  River  to  its  forks,  across  the 
country  to  the  Rosebud,  and  down  the  Rosebud  to  its  mouth.  In  the 
mean  time.  General  Terry  moved  with  his'  main  forces  up  the  south 
bank  of  the  Yellowstone  and  formed  a  junction  with  Col.  John  Gibbon's 
command,  consisting  of  four  companies  Second  Cavalry  and  six  com- 
panies of  the  Seventh  Infantry,  that  had  marched  eastward  along  the 
north  bank  of  the  Yellowstone  from  Fort  Ellis,  in  Montana,  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Rosebud. 

Duriug  Major  Reno's  scout  a  large  Indian  trail  was  discovered  lead- 
ing up  the  Rosebud,  but  as  his  orders  did  not  contemplate  an  attack 
with  his  small  force,  it  was  only  followed  a  sufficient  distance  to  enable 
him  to  definitely  locate  the  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Little  Big 
Horn  River.    He  then  returned  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rosebud. 

General  Terry,  now  pretty  well  informed  of  the  locality  of  the  Indians, 
directed  Lieut.  Col.  George  A.  Custer  to  move  with  the  Seventh  Cavalry 
up  the  Rosebud  until  he  struck  the  trail  discovered  by  Major  Reno, 
with  instructions  that  he  should  not  follow  it  directly  to  the  Little  Big 
Horn,  but  that  he  should  send  scouts  over  it  and  keep  his  main  force 
farther  south,  to  prevent  tbe  Indians  from  slipping  in  between  himself 
and  the  mountains.  He  was  also  to  examine  the  headwaters  of  Tul- 
loch's  Creek  as  he  passed  it,  and  send  word  to  General  Terry  of  what  he 
found  there. 

'  Custer  moved  on  the  22d  of  June,  following  the  trail  as  soon  as  he 
struck  it,  and  after  marching  about  125  miles  from  the  place  of  starting, 
attacked  the  Indians  in  their  village  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Little 
Big  Horn,  and  about  30  miles  above  its  mouth,  between  10  and  12  o'clock 
on  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  June.  In  the  mean  time  General  Terry 
moved  up  the  Yellowstone  River  with  Colonel  Gibbon's  column,  arriving 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Big  Horn  on  June  26. 

The  attack  of  General  Custer  proved  disastrous,  resulting  in  the  de- 
struction of  himself,  twelve  officers,  and  five  companies  of  the  Sieventh  Cav- 
alry, and  in  a  heavy  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  to  the  detachment  com- 
manded by  Major  Reno,  whose  command  of  three  companies  was  saved 
from  annihilation  by  the  timely  arrival  of  Major  Benteen  with  four  com- 
panies, and  by  intrenching  its  position  on  an  eminence  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  river.    His  position  at  this  point  was  soon  completely  enveloped 
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by  the  Indians,  who  kept  ap  a  constant  fire  until  the  approach  of 
General  Terry  with  Gibbon's  colnmn,  on  the  evening  of  June  26. 

As  much  has  been  said  in  regard  to  the  misfortune  that  occurred  to 
General  Ouster  and  the  portion  of  his  regiment  under  his  immediate 
command  in  this  action,  I  wish  to  express  the  conviction  I  have  arrived 
at  concerning  it.  From  all  the  information  that  has  rea<;hed  me,  I  am 
led  to  believe  that  the  Indians  were  not  aware  of  the  proximity  of  Coster 
ubtil  he  had  arrived  within  about  eight  or  nine  miles  of  their  \^lage,  and 
that  then  their  scouts  who  carried  the  intelligence  back  to  the  valley  w«e 
so  closely  followed  up  by  Custer  that  he  arrived  on  the  summit  of  the  di- 
vide overlooking  the  upper  portion  of  the  village  almost  as  $pon  as  the 
scouts  reached  it.  As  soon  as  the  news  was  given,  the  Indians  began  to 
strike  their  lodges  and  get  their  women  and  children  out  of  the  way,  a 
movement  they  always  make  under  such  circumstances.  Custer,  seeing 
this,  believed  the  village  would  escape  bim  if  he  awaited  the  arrival  of 
the  four  companies  of  his  regiment  still  some  miles  in  his  rear.  Only 
about  75  or  100  lodges  or  tepees  could  be  seen  from  the  summit  or 
divide,  and  this  probably  deceived  him  as  to  the  extent  of  the  village. 
He  therefore  directed  Major  Reno  with  three  companies  to  cross  ttie 
river  and  charge  the  village,  while  he  with  the  remaining  five  com 
panics  would  erallop  down  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  behind  the 
bluff,  and  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the  Indians.  Beno  crossed  and  attacked 
gallantly  with  his  three  companies,  about  110  men,  but  the  warriors,  leav- 
ing the  women  to  strike  the  lodges,  fell'  on  Beno^s  handful  of  men  and 
drove  them  back  to  and  over  the  river  with  severe  loSs.  About  this  time 
Custer  reached  a  point  about  3^  or  4  miles  down  the  river,  but  instead  of 
finding  a  village  of  75  or  100  lodges,  he  found  one  of  perhaps  from  1,500  to 
2,000,  and  swarming  with  warriors,  who  brought  him  to  a  halt.  This,  I 
think,  was  the  first  intimation  the  Indians  had  of  Custer's  approach 
to  cut  them  off,  for  they  at  once  left;  Reno  and  concentrated  to  meet  the 
•  new  danger.  The  point  where  Custer  reached  the  river,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  which  was  the  village,  was  broken  into  choppy  ravines,  and  the 
Indians  crossing  from  Eeno  got  between  the  two  commands,  and  as 
Custer  could  not  return,  he  fell  back  over  the  broken  ground  with  his 
tired  men  and  tired  horses,  (they  had  ridden  about  seventy  miles  with 
but  few  halts,)  and  became,  I  am  afraid,  an  easy  prey  to  the  enemy. 
Their  wild  savage  yells,  overwhelming  numbers,  and  frightening  war 
paraphernalia  made  it  as  much  as  each  trooper  could  do  to  take  care  of 
his  horse,  thus  endangering  his  own  safety  and  ef&ciency.  If  Custer 
could  have  reached  any  position  susceptible  of  defense,  he  could  have 
defended  himself,  but  none  ofitered  itself  in  the  choppy  and  broken 
ravines  over  which  he  had  to  pass,  and  he  and  his  command  were  lost 
without  leaving  any  one  to  tell  the  tale.  As  soon  as  Custer  and  his  gal- 
lant of&cers  and  men  were  exterminated,  and  the  scenes  of  mutilation 
by  the  squaws  commenced,  the  warriors  returned  to  renew  the  attack 
upon  Eeno,  but  he  had  been  joined  by  Captain  Benteen  and  the  foor 
companies  of  the  regiment  that  were  behind  when  the  original  attack 
took  place,  and  the  best  use  had  been  made  of  the  respite  given  by  the 
attack  on  Custer  to  entrench  their  position.  Eeno's  command  was  thus 
enabled  to  repulse  every  attack  made  by  the  Indians,  until  relieved  by 
General  Terry  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  as  before  mentioned. 

Had  the  Seventh  Cavalry  been  kept  together,  it  is  my  belief  it  would 
have  been  able  to  handle  the  Indians  on  the  Little  Big  Horn,  and  under 
any  circumstances  it  could  have  at  least  defended  itself;  but,  separated 
as  it  was  into  three  distinct  detachments,  the  Indians  had  largely  tlie 
advantage,  in  addition  to  their  overwhelming  numbers.    If  Custer  had 
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not  come  upon  the  village  so  suddenly,  the  warriors  would  have  gone 
to  meet  him,  in  order  to  give  time  to  the  women  and  children  to  get  out 
of  the  way,  as  they  did  with  Crook  only  a  few  days  before,  and  there 
would  have  been,  as  with  Crook,  what  might  be  designated  a  rear-guard 
fight,  a  fight  to  get  their  valuables  out  of  the  way,  or,  in  other  words, 
to  cover  the  escape  of  their  women,  children,  and* lodges. 

After  the  disaster  to  poor  Custer,  General  Terry  withdrew  his  com- 
mand to  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Horn,  there  to  refit  and  await  re-enforce- 
ments. Additional  troops  were  at  once  put  in  motion  for  General  Terry's 
command,  as  had  already  been  done  for  General  Crook's,  but,  as  these 
additional  troops  had  to  be  collected  from  all  the  various  stiettions  on 
the  frontier,  some  of  them  very  remote  from  railroads,  considerable 
time  was  consumed  before  their  arrival.  During  this  period  the  bands 
which  had  broken  off  from  the  main  body  of  hostiles  and  the  young 
men  at  the  agencies  continued  their  old  and  well-known  methods  of 
warfare — stealing  horses  on  the  frontier  and  killing  small  parties  of 
citizens  ;  while  the  constant  communications  by  the  hostiles  with  the 
Indians  at  the  agencies  made  it  evident  that  supplies  of  food  and 
ammunition  were  being  received.  To  prevent  this,  I  had  deemed  it 
necessary  that  the  military  should  control  the  agencies,  and,  as  before 
mentioned,  on  the  29th  of  May  requested  that  the  Interior  Department 
would  so  CO  operate  with  the  military  as  to  enable  us  to  carry  out  the 
policy  of  arresting,  disarming,  and  dismounting  such  of  the  hostiles  as 
made  their  appearance  at  the  agencies.  On  July  18  I  renewed  this 
request,  and  on  the  22d  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Interior  author- 
ized the  military  to  assume  control  of  all  the  agencies  in  the  Sioux 
country,  but  it  was  too  late. 

I  at  once  directed  the  commanding  officers  at  Camps  Bobinson  and 
Sheridan  to  take  possession  at.  Bed  Cloud  and  Spotted  Tail  agencies, 
and  sent  Colonel  Mackenzie  to  Red  Cloud  with  a  sufficient  force  to  arrest 
any  hostiles  who  might  come  in,  and  to  count  and  enroll  the  Indians.  A 
careful  count  was  made  by  September  1,  and  it  was  found  that  those 
at  Bed  Cloud  numbered  4,760,  nearly  one-half  less  than  had  been  re- 
XK)rted  by  the  agent.  The  count  at  Spotted  Tail's  agency  was  less  than 
5,000,  whereas  nearly  double  that  number  was  alleged  to  be  present  at 
their  agency,  and  were  issued  to. 

Troops  were  also  sent  to  occupy  the  Missouri  Biver  agencies  to  accom- 
plish the  same  purposes,  and  the  number  of  Indians  found  present  was 
less  from  one-half  to  one-third  than  was  reported  present  and  issued 
to  by  the  agents.  It  was  then  easy  to  see  where  the  small  bands,  orfg- 
inally  out  and  on  whom  war  was  made,  got  their  strength  from,  as  well 
as  their  supplies. 

Congress  having  at  last  passed  the  bill,  late  in  the  session,  July  22, 
authorizing  the  construction  of  two  posts  in  the  Yellowstone  country, 
preparations  were  made  to  build  them  at  once  and  all  the  material 
was  prepared  as  rapidly  as  possible,  but  the  season  had  now  become 
so  far  advanced  that  it  was  found  impracticable  to  get  this  material  up 
the  Yellowstone  Biver  on  account  of  low  water,  and  the  building  of 
them  was  consequently  deferred  until  next  spring,  when  the  work  will 
be  speedily  done,  as  the  material  is  now  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow- 
stone ready  for  shipment;  but  as  soon  as  I  found  the  post  could  not 
be  built  this  year,  I  directed  a  cantonment  to  be  formed  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Tongue  Biver,  the  place  selected  for  one  of  the  two  posts,  and  a 
strong  garrison  to  be  detailed  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Miles,  Fifth 
Infantry,  to  occupy  it. 

On  August  3  General  Crook  had  received  all  the  re-enforcements 
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that  could  be  sent  him,  and  all  that  he  wanted,  and  having  received 
information  that  the  hostiles  had  moved  eastwardly  from  the  Big  Horn 
Mountains,  and  crossed  the  Fort  C.  F.  Smith  road  on  the  26th  of  July,  \m 
column  moved  out  on  the  5th  of  August  down  Tongue  Biver  in  pursuit 
He  followed  the  trail  across  Powder  Biver  and  some  distance  to  the  east 
of  it,  when  it  separated  and  became  indistinct.  He  then  marched  his 
command  southward  in  the  direction  of  the  Black  Hills,  the  command 
of  Captain  Mills,  Third  Cavalry,  capturing  a  village  of  35  lodges  on  the 
morning  of  September  17,  killing  a  number  of  Indians  and  capturing  a 
few  women  and  children.  For  the  details  of  this  action  1  re^pectfiSly 
refer  to  the  report  of  General  Crook. 

As  soon  as  I  learned  from  General  Crook  of  his  contemplated  more- 
ment  to  the  Black  Hills,  and  the  great  need  of  food  and  clothing  for  his 
command,  supplies  were  pushed  out  from  the  Bed  Cloud  agency  and  Fort 
Laramie  to  meet  him  and  to  reach  Custer  City  before  his  arrival  there. 

General  Terry,  finding  that  most  of  his  troops  would  be  engaged  in 
the  protecting  and  forwarding  of  supplies,  and  in  hutting  for  the  winter, 
and  that  would  be  consuming  the  supplies  sent  out,  broke  up  his  com- 
mand, sending  Colonel  Gibbon  back  to  Montana  before  the  extreme 
cold  weather  began,  and  returned  to  Fort  Lincoln  with  the  Seventh 
Cavalry.  From  Fort  Lincoln  he  proceeded  down  the  Missouri  River 
with  the  Seventh  to  the  Standing  Bock  and  Cheyenne  Biver  agencies, 
dismounting  and  disarming  the  Indians  at  these  two  points — a  policy 
that  had  been  resolved  upon  as  offering  unquestionably  a  final  settle- 
ment of  all  further  difficulties  with  the  Sioux. 

While  this  was  going  on,  the  hostiles  attacked  the  trains  carrying 
supplies  to  the  Tongue  Biver  cantonment,  and  Col.  Nelson  A.  Miles,  Fifth 
Infantry,  marched  out  his  command,  and,  after  an  engagement  on  the 
21st  of  October  and  a  successful  pursuit,  over  400  lodges  of  the  Mis- 
souri Biver  Indians  surrendered  to  him,  giving  hostages  for  the  delivery 
of  men,  women,  children,  ponies,  arms,  and  ammunition  at  the  Cheyenne 
River  agency  on  the  2d  of  December;  Sitting  Bull,  with  his  band  of 
about  39  lodges,  escaping  to  the  north,  and,  no  doubt,  to  the  British 
possessions. 

General  Crook,  after  refitting  at  Custer  City,  detailed  Colonel  Merritt, 
Fifth  Cavalry,  to  make  a  scout  down  to  the  forks  of  Cheyenne  Biver, 
and  thence  in  to  the  Bed  Cloud  agency,  where  it  had  been  resolved  to 
disarm  and  dismount  the  Indians  ;  but  before  Colonel  Merritt's  arrival, 
it  was  found  necessary  to  direct  Colonel  Mackenzie,  Fourth  Cavalry,  to 
perform  this  duty,  and  it  was  successfully  accomplished  without  firing 
a  shot. 

With  the  view  of  continuing  operations  during  the  winter,  I  had 
directed  the  establishment  of  a  cantonment  at  old  Fort  Beno,  and  had 
ordered  that  a  considerable  amount  of  supplies  of  forage  and  rations  be 
sent  there,  and  as  sood  as  the  Indians  at  the  Bed  Cloud  agency  were  dis- 
mounted and  disarmed.  General  Crook  re-organized  a  new  column  to  ope- 
rate from  Beno.  This  column  is  now  in  the  field,  under  Colonel  Macken- 
zie, and  accompanied  by  General  Crook,  and  I  anticipate  the  very  best 
results  from  it. 

The  surrenderof  theludiansfrom  the  Missouri  Biver  agencies  to  Colonel 
Miles  on  the  27th  of  October,  numbering,  in  men,  women,  and  children 
at  least  2,000,  and  the  escape  of  Sitting  Bull  with  his  small  band  to  the 
north,  leaves  now  out  and  hostile  only  the  Northern  Cheyennes  and  the 
band  of  Crazy  Horse  and  his  allies  trom  the  Bed  Cloud  agency,  and  it 
is  against  these  Indians  that  General  Crook  is  now  operating,  and  when 
these  are  killed,  captured,  or  surrendered,  the  Sioux  war  will  be  at  an 
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end,  and  I  think  all  fatare  trouble  with  them,  as  it  is  intended  to  put 
most  of  them  on  foot,  and  a  Sioux  on  foot  is  a  Sioux  warrior  no  loDger. 

If  the  posts  on  the  Yellowstone  had  been  established  according  to 
my  recommendation,  there  would  have  been  no  war.  If  the  Indian 
Bureau  had  turned  over  to  the  military  the  control  of  the  agencies  be- 
fore the  troops  took  the  field,  as  I  had  represented,  it  would  not  have 
assumed  the  magnitude  that  it  did.  But  it  seems  to  have  required  some 
disaster  like  that  which  happened  to  Custer  before  good  judgment  or 
common  sense  could  be  exercised  on  this  subject. 

The  operations  against  these  Indians  during  the  summer  were  the 
same  as  summer  campaigns  against  them  generally  are,  and  not  much 
success  can  attend  them  other  than  preventing  the  Indians  from  accu- 
mulating winter-supplies,  and  the  demoralizing  effects  that  result  to  the 
men,  women,  and  children  from  being  constantly  harassed,  and  when 
winter  comes  they  are  but  ill-prepared  to  pass  over  it  safely. 

The  undersigned  has  no  good  evidence  to  show  that  Sitting  Bull  was 
the  leader  of  the  hostile  Indians  during  the  summer;  on  the  contrary,  it 
is  more  than  probable  he  was  in  that  respect  quite  insignificant,  as  he 
has  never  had  but  a  few  followers,  and  is  old,  and  very  much  crippled  by 
disease.  His  reputation  was  accidental,  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe  he 
is  totally  unconscious  of  it,  as  he  never  did  anything  to  acquire  it.  Sit- 
ting Bull,  as  I  have  said  further  back  in  this  report,  had  only  30  or  40 
lodges  of  the  Uncpapa  band  of  Sioux,  not  exceeding  70  warriors.  He 
was  an  anti-agency  Indian — that  is,  he  never  came  in  to  any  of  the  agen- 
cies, or  to  any  of  the  councils  of  his  tribe  whose  agency  is  at  Standing 
Bock,  on  the  Missouri  River ;  and  some  of  his  followers,  strange  to  say, 
were  so  wild  as  to  have  never  seen  a  white  man's  face  until  the  past 
summer.  They  were  hostile  out  and  out,  and  always  had  been.  When 
the  Interior  Department  requested  the  military  to  commence  operations 
against  the  hostiles,  (which  embraced  Crazy  Horse  and  his  allies  and 
Sitting  Bull  and  his  small  band,)  the  request  was  to  ^'  make  war  on  Sit- 
ting Bull  and  other  hostile  Indians.'^  And  the  name  of  Sitting 
Bull  and  the  word  "hostile''  became  synonymous,  and  whenever  the 
name  "Sitting  Bull"  was  read  it  was  understood  by  me  to  mean  hostile  . 
Indians ;  and  by  this  confusion,  anc}  by  the  aid  of  newspaper-correspond- 
ents. Sitting  Bull  in  person  became  a  great  leader,  when  it  is  known 
he  has  never  been  more  than  an  insignificant  warrior,  with  a  few  thiev- 
ing followers.  I  believe  Crazy  Horse's  band  and  the  Northern  Cheyennes 
have  done  nearly  all  the  fighting,  especially  the  Northern  Cheyennes, 
and  I  doubt  if  there  was  any  special  or  distinguished  leader. 

The  troops  did  as  well  as  could  be  done  during  the  summer,  and  cer- 
tainly as  well  as  I  expected ;  for  long  experience  has  taught  me  how  dif- 
ficult it  is  to  catch  an  Indian  in  the  summer  season.  They  were,  however, 
harassed,  and  prevented  from  accumulating  supplies  for  the  winter,  and 
no  doubt  the  balance  will  be  caught  when  the  cold  weather  comes  on. 

I  recommend  that  the  whole  Sioux  Nation  be  established  on  the  Mis- 
souri River,  between  Standing  Rock  and  Fort  Randall.  They  can  be 
cheaply  fed  there,  and  can  be  suflQciently  isolated  to  be  controlled.  To 
take  so  many  wild  Indians  to  the  Indian  Territory  would  be  a  difficult 
undertaking  at  this  time,  and  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  attended  with 
the  worst  results  to  those  now  there,  as  well  as  to  the  Sioux.  They 
should  go  gradually,  from  time  to  time,  and  when  the  Indians  there  are 
ready  to  receive  them. 

I  have  been  obliged  to  delay  this  report  to  await  the  report  of  Gen- 
eral Terry,  which  is  not  yet  in,  until  I  could  delay  no  longer  on  account 
of  the  near  approach  of  the  day  when  Congress  meets ;  and  now,  when 
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I  do  submit  it,  I  am  obliged  to  write  it  here,  and  have  not  been  able  to 
make  it  as  full  as  it  should  be  on  account  of  the  absence  of  data  now 
in  my  office  at  Chicago. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN. 
Lieutenant'Oeneralj  Oommctnding. 
Brig.  Gten.  E.  B.  Townsend, 

Adjuta/nt-Oeneral  of  the  Army^  Washington^  D.  G. 


no.  2.— report  of  general  pope. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Missouri, 

Fort  Leavenworth^  Kansa^j  September  26, 1876. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  affairs 
in  this  department  during  the  past  year: 

indljlN  affairs. 

The  southwestern  Indians,  (Cheyennes,  Arapahoes,  Kiowas,  and  Go- 
manches  and  Apaches  of  the  plains,)  subdued  and  forced  to  surrender 
during  the  campaign  of  1874  and  1875,  gave  up,  when  they  surrendered 
themselves,  both  their  arms  and  ponies.  Being,  therefore,  in  no  condi- 
tion to  make  war,  they  have  been  quiet  at  their  agencies,  and  are  likek 
to  remain  so  as  long  as  they  are  properly  cared  for  by  the  Indian  De- 
partment. Although  they  have  been  better  supplied  recently  than 
hitherto,  there  remains  yet  much  improvement  in  that  respect  to  be 
wished.  Several  times  the  military  supplies  at  the  posts  near  these 
agencies  have  been  drawn  upon  to  feed  the  Indians,  on  account  of  fail- 
ure of  the  Indian  Department  to  keep  supplies  on  hand,  and  althoo^h 
such  use  of  Army  subsistence  is  not  strictly  legal,  it  has  been  absolutely 
necessary  so  to  use  them  or  see  the  Indians  starve  or  forced  to  depre- 
date. Their  hunting  amounts  to  little.  To  hunt  effectually  they  most 
be  resupplied  with  arms  and  horses,  and  thus  again  be  fitted  out  for 
war,  and,  when  once  possessed  of  arms  and  ponies,  it  is  not  easy  to  say 
whether  they  will  be  more  likely  to  hunt  buffalo  or  people.  The  object 
of  the  long  and  severe  campaign  against  them  was  to  reduce  them  to  a 
condition  in  which  they  would  be  harmless.  This  was  effectually  done, 
and  it  now  remains  for  the  Indian  Department  so  to  care  for  them  that 
they  will  have  no  cause  to  break  out  by  reason  of  hunger  and  suffering. 
To  this  effort  the  tiidian  Bureau  ought  to  bend  every  energy,  and  if  that 
bureau  will  fulfill  its  function  toward  these  Indians  we  may  confidently 
expect  permanent  peace  with  them. 

tv-  Although  it  is  perhaps  not  entirely  regular,  I  have  instructed  the 
commanding  officers  at  Forts  Sill  and  Reno  that,  in  the  event  of  any 
emergency  likely  to  result  in  difficulty  with  the  southwestern  Indians, 
they  are  to  assume  complete  charge  of  the  Indians  and  their  agencies, 
superseding  for  the  time  being  the  Indian  agents.  These  instructions 
it  has  not  yet  been  found  necessary  to  act  on,  but  they  are  essential  to 
avert  trouble. 

Utes  in  Colorado. 

During  a  visit  to  Southwestern  Colorado  last  summer  I  satisfied  my- 
self that  there  is  no  likelihood  now,  if  ever,  of  any  general  hostilities 
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with  the  Ute  Indians.  The  San  Joan  and  other  raining  regions  of  Colo- 
rado are  filling  up  with  surprising  rapidity;  the  roads  are  filled  with 
trains  of  emigrants,  and  that  whole  region  bids  fair  to  be  soon  well 
]>eopled.  Mines  are  being  opened,  towns  built,  toll-roads  constructed 
through  the  mountains,  and  every  evidence  manifested  of  a  growing 
and  energetic  people.  Of  course  there  will  be  sujall  troubles  and  dis- 
])ates  with  tbe  Indians  as  among  the  people  themselves,  but  there  is, 
in  my  judgment,  not  the  least  danger  of  warfare.  It  will,  however,  be 
judicious  to  remove  the  garrison  of  Fort  Garland,  considerably  increased 
in  numbers,  to  some  post  to  be  established  as  soon  as  the  money  to  build 
it  is  appropriated.  The  location  of  the  post  can  be  exactly  determined 
hereafter,  but  no  doubt  some  point  in  the  valley  of  the  Animas  Eiver 
will  best  fulfill  all  conditions.  The  duties  of  such  a  post  will  be  to  pre- 
vent small  troubles  between  the  miners  and  the  Indians ;  to  keep  the 
Indians  on  the  reservations  allotted  to  them,  and  to  prevent  both  whites 
and  Indians  from  intruding  on  and  interfering  with  each  other.  I  re- 
spectfully suggest  the  establishment  of  such  a  post  as  early  as  practica- 
ble. The  extension  of  the  Denver  and  Kio  Grande  Narrow-Gauge  Rail- 
road to  a  point  within  30  miles  of  Fort  Garland,  and  its  prospective 
construction  to  the  Rio  Grande,  make  the  supply  of  such  a  post  neither 
difficult  nor  expensive. 

Southern  Apaches  of  Xetc  Mexico  and  Arizona, 

The  usual  small  troubles  with  these  Indians  have  continued  to  occur, 
though  in  a  diminishing  ratio.  The}'  must  continue  to  occur,  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent,  so  l(»ng  as  these  Indians  are  permitted  to  retain  their 
arms,  of  which  they  have  no  need  whatever.  There  is  no  game  in  their 
country,  and  they  have  no  use  of  arms,  except  to  shoot  other  people  or 
their  stock.  Neither  at  Canada  Alamoso  nor  at  Fort  Stinton  can  the 
Indians  do  anything  for  their  own  support  in  the  way  of  hunting,  ex- 
cept by  depredations  upon  the  herds  of  other  people.  There  seems  to 
be  no  reason  whatever  why  they  should  retain  their  arms,  and  it  cer- 
tainly would  be  wisdom  in  every  sense  to  concentrate  them  all  on  the 
Fort  Stanton  reservation,  or  some  other,  and  place  them  in  all  respects 
in  the  same  condition  as  the  southwestern  Indians  heretotore  mentioned. 

Navajoes. 

The  Navajoes,  occupying  the  western  part  of  New  Mexico,  are  every 
day  becoming  less  and  less  wild  Indians,  and  there  is  little  fear  from 
them.  They  own  large  herds,  and  cultivate  the  8oil,^nd  are  as  careful 
of  their  property  and  as  little  likely  to  jeopard  its  security  as  their 
Mexican  neighbors.  In  a  few  years,  I  think,  they  may  be  dropped  out 
of  consideration  in  speaking  of  the  Indian  tribes.  Their  occupations 
are  such  as  suit  them,  and  are  in  conformity  to  their  previous  habits  of 
life.  They  are,  therefore,  not  likely  to  change  them  for  any  other  life, 
least  of  ail  for  a  life  of  warfare  and  violence.  In  this  connection,  I  de- 
sire to  say  a  few  words  in  repetition  of  what  I  have  several  times  sug- 
gested concerning  the  civilization  of  the  Indian  tribes  through  the  agency 
of  peaceful  occupations. 

Indian  civilization. 

It  appears  to  me,  as  it  has  seemed  for  many  years,  that  the  mistake 
made  in  the  ellbrt  to  interest  the  Indians  in  agricultural  pursuits  has 
arisen  from  the  erroneous  idea  that  all  Indian  tribes  are  precisely  alike, 
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and  tbat  tlie  Indian,  wherever  found,  is  precisely  tbe  same  creatnrein 
liabit8,  in  ideas,  and  modes  of  life.    The  Indians  in  different  portionsof 
this  country  are  no  more  like  each  other  in  any  of  these  respects  than 
are  the  whites  in  various  j)arts  of  Enrope  or  of  this  country.    They  can 
no  more  be  made  to  enga^ie,  as  a  whole,  in  agricultural  pursuits  than, 
as  a  whole,  the  white  people  could  be  made  to  do  so.     We  have  on  tbe 
great  plains  a  race  purely  nomadic,  who  live  by  the  spoils  of  the  chase, 
who  vt'ander  freely  over  that  immense  region  as  fancy  prompts,  and  who 
have  no  fixed  abiding-places.     We  have  the  Navajoes  of  New  Mexico 
on  the  other  hand,  occupying  fixed  homes,  cultivating  the  soil,  owuin;: 
large  herds  of  sheep,  and  being  very  skillful  in  certaiu  kinds  of  woolen 
manufactures.     South  of  them  again  we  have  the  Apaches  of  Arizoua 
and  Kew  Mexico,  a  squalid,  idle  race,  divided  into  about  as  many  tribes 
as  there  are  tamilies ;  poor,  wretched,  cowardly  thieves  and  vagabonds 
the  vagrants  among  Indians.    We  see  east  of  them  the  Indians  partly 
civilized  in  the  Indian  Territory.    These  last  are  Indians  who  once  lived 
east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  who  derived  most  of  their  subsistence  from 
the  i)roducts  of  agricultural  labor.    It  was  therefore  easy  for  them,  re- 
moved to  a  fertile  country  such  as  the  Indian  Territory,  to  resume  such 
labor,  and  to  become  peaceable  and  practically  self-supporting.     Amou^ 
tribes  so  diversely  employed  we  must  of  course  expect  to  find  diversity 
of  life,  of  habits,  and  of  ideas;  and  it  seems  to  me  essential  to  any  suc- 
cess in  civilizing  the  wild  tribes  that  a  careful  study  of  such  matters  be 
made  for  each  tribe,  so  as  best  to  determine  the  kind  of  occupation  most 
suitable,  and  which  would  be  least  at  variance  with  former  habits  of 
life.    It  would  be  (as,  indeed,  it  has  been  found)  as  difficult  to  force  the 
nomadic  Indians,  such  as  the  Cheyennes,  theComanches,  the  Sioux,  and 
kindred  tribes,  to  undergo  the  daily  toil  of  such  plowing  and  hoeing  and 
reaping  as  are  necessary  for  the  cultivation  of  a  farm,  as  it  would  be  to 
force  an  Arab  or  a  Tartar  to  adopt  so  artificial  a  mode  of  life. 

To  eidist  the  interest  of  the  Indian,  and  to  secure  his  coucurrence  aud 
the  actual  labor  needed  in  any  pursuit,  he  must  be  furnished  with  an 
occupation  which  does  not  involve  violent  change  in  his  habits  of  life, 
nor  impose  labor  of  an  unusual  and  oppressive  character.  Thus  the 
nomadic  races  would  take  naturally  to  stock-raising,  an  occupiitit>n,  ou 
the  great  plains,  promising  great  profits,  and  which  could  be  rea<lily 
carried  on  without  any  considerable  change  in  their  modes  of  lile. 
Herding  stock,  (cattle  and  sheep,)  which  tbey  could  drive  from  oueiiiis 
ture  or  water  to  another,  hunting  and  fishing  in  the  meanwhile,  aud 
constrained  to  no  fixed  abiding-place,  is  an  occupation  exactly  suited  to 
these  Indians,  and  should  be  adopted  for  them.  Such  a  pursuit  tbe  lu- 
dians  of  the  plains  could  easily  be  persuaded  to  adopt,  aud  it  would  not 
he  long  before  they  would  discover  that  the  yearly  increase  of  their 
herds  would  buy  more  for  them  every  year  thau  years  of  depreciations 
could  furnish.  The  sense  of  ownership  of  property  would  readily  be 
aroused,  and  the  moment  that  every  man  of  a  tribe  knew  that  through 
acts  of  war  by  any  of  his  people  all  his  own  herds  would  be  endangered, 
there  would  be  exercised  by  the  Indians  themselves  the  most  powerful 
restraint  upon  the  unruly  of  the  tribe. 

We  are  now  making  an  experiment  of  this  kind  among  the  Kiowas 
and  Comanches,  and  so  far  it  has  been  altogether  successful.  Colonel 
Mackenzie,  Fourth  Cavalry,  under  whose  direction  this  trial  is  bein? 
made,  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Sill,  bought,  with  the  mouey  obtained  from 
the  sale  of  the  ponies  surrendered  by  these  Indians,  ten  thousand  sheep, 
which  he  distributed  in  due  proportion  among  them,  with  the  promise 
Ihat  those  who  dVdbe^t  m\.\i  vs\i^\i\?^^  ^\\^M\.heui  should  fare  best  in 
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the  next  year's  ilistributioii.  The  Indiaus  have  done  very  well  indeed 
thus  far,  and  with  i)roper  encourtgeiuent  will  do  better  as  time  goes  on, 
until  herding,  and  not  depredating,  will  occupy  them. 

Brief  and  incomplete  as  are  these  remarks,  I  trust  they  are  sufficiently 
clear  to  set  forth  what  I  desire  to  express,  viz:  That  any  well-directed 
ettbrt  to  civilize  the  Indian,  by  lurnishing  him  with  occupation  to  make 
hiin  sell-supporting,  must  begin  by  careful  study  of  the  individual  char- 
acteristics of  each  tribe,  its  modes  of  thought,  and  habits  of  life,  so  that 
some  pursuit  may  be  selected  for  each  which  will  enlist  immediate  in- 
terest, and  be  so  nearly  in  accordance  with  former  customs  and  habits 
that  engaging  in  it  will  not  involve  a  violent  and  radical  change. 

I  think  that  the  failure  to  accomplish  results  at  all  commensurate  with 
the  labor  and  expense  incurred  in  the  attempt  to  make  the  Indian  self- 
8ux>porting,  or  more  peaceable  in  his  habits,  is  due  largely  to  a  want  of 
clue  cousiileration  of  the  diversities  of  character  among  the  Indian 
tribes.  The  inexperience  of  most  of  the  present  Indian  agents,  and 
their  total  ignorance  of  Indians,  arising  from  the  system  of  appointment 
of  such  officials,  is  no  doubt  the  source  of  most  of  these  failures,  and 
inast  be  changed  before  beneficial  results  which  at  all  satisfy  the  Gov- 
ernment can  be  looked  for. 

Men  of  energy  and  character,  with  large  experience  among  Indians 
and  intiuence  with  them,  ought  to  be  chosen  for  such  a  purpose,  and 'if 
so  chosen  and  sustained,  I  do  not  doubt  that  in  a  few  years  the  results 
would  demonstrate  the  wisdom  of  such  a  mode  of  selection. 

MOVEMENTS  OF  TROOPS. 

During  thii  jear  there  have  been  unusual  changes  and  transfers  of 
troops  in  this  department.  The  Ninth  Cavalry,  serving  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  Texas,  was  exchanged  with  the  Eighth  Cavalry,  serving  in  this 
department,  (district  of  New  Mexico.)  Owing  to  the  long  distances  to 
be  traveled,  the  exchange  of  these  two  regiments  occupied  many 
months. 

On  account  of  the  necessity  of  more  force  to  operate  against  the  hos- 
tile tribes  in  the  Departments  of  the  Platte  and  Dakota,  there  were 
sent  from  this  department  eighteen  companies  of  cavalry  and  ten  com- 
panies of  infantry,  vjz,  the  Fifth  Cavalry  and  six  companies  of  the  Fourth 
Cavalry,  and  the  whole  of  the  Fifth  Infantry.  These  troops  left  this 
department  fully  equipped  in  every  respect  for  field-service,  and  with 
three  six  mule  wagons  lor  each  cavalry  company  and  two  for  each  in- 
fantry company.  They  reported  for  service  at  the  points  indicated  in 
the  Indian  country,  in  every  respect  ready  to  take  the  field  at  a  mo- 
ment's notice,  and  I  take  pride  in  saying  that  no  better  troops  ever  took 
the  field  on  this  frontier,  or  were  better  provided  or  in  better  disposi- 
tion for  active  and  efficient  service,  than  those  sent  from  this  depart- 
ment. They  will  render  a  good  account  of  themselves,  I  am  very  cer- 
tain. It  has  been  painful  to  me  to  part  with  them,  and  I  can  justly  and 
properly  congratulate  the  departments  to  which  they  have  been  ordered 
for  service. 

There  have  been  sent  to  this  department  from  the  eastern  sea-board 
twelve  companies  of  artillery,  partly  to  replace  the  troops  sent  North. 
They  consist  of  three  battalions,  of  four  companies  each,  from  the  First, 
Second,  and  Third  Artillery,  respectively.  Nine  of  these  companies  are 
stationed  at  Forts  Sill  and  Keno,  where  all  the  southwestern  Indians 
are  assembled  around  their  agencies.  The  other  three  companies  are  held 
in  reserve  for  service  which  may  at  any  time  be  required  at  posts  along 
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tbe  Arkansas  River  and  the  line  of  the  Kansas  Pacific  Railroad,  wliich 
liave  been  stripped  of  their  garrisons  for  service  against  the  northern 
Sioux. 

The  troops  in  tbe  department  have  been  well  and  regularly  supplied. 
and  are  well  sheltered.  With  the  new  rule  of  allotment  to  each  depart- 
ment of  its  due  proportion  of  the  fuuds  appropriated  for  Army  service 
in  it,  and  leaving  the  department  commander  to  administer  the  details 
himself,  I  do  not  doubt  that  the  service  will  be  better  done  aod  be 
more  satisfactory  to  all  concerned.  The  adoption  of  this  rule  is  a  long 
stride,  in  my  opinion,  toward  that  local  administration  and  respousi 
bility  essential  to  good  service,  and  I  believe  it  will  result  not  oulvin 
greater  efficiency,  but  in  greater  economy  also. 

3I1L1TARY   POSTS. 

I  desire  to  renew  my  recommendations  hitherto  made  for  the  consoli 
dation  of  posts,  by  substituting  a  few  large  posts  for  the  many  small 
ones  now  kept  up.  The  circumstances  are  now  even  more  favorable 
than  they  were  when  the  recommendation  was  first  made,  and  the  rea- 
sons are  equally  strong. 

The  buildings  at  many  of  the  frontier  posts  now  occupied  by  troops 
are  very  cheap  log  or  frame  structures,  put  up  hastily  and  for  temporary 
occupation.  They  need  constant  repair  to  keep  them  in  habitable  condi- 
tion,and  will  need  more  every  year.  Every  dollar  spent  on  them  Iconsider, 
in  any  view  of  the  future,  a  waste  of  money.  I  do  not  doubt  that  tbe 
sums  spent  for  repairs  would,  in  the  course  of  four  or  five  years,  amount 
to  a  sum  sufficient  to  put  up  substantial  new  quarters  at  better  ]>oints, 
and  so  as  to  concentrate  the  troops  where  they  would  be  more  etticient 
for  the  service  required  of  them,  and  where  they  could  be  maintained  at 
much  less  cost,  and  with  great  advantage  to  their  discipline  and  morak 
I  do  not  think  that  any  of  the  posts  in  this  department  east  of  >^ew 
Mexico  should  have  a  garrison  less  than  a  regiment.  The  office  now 
imperfectly  performed  by  numerous  small  and  expensive  posts  could  be 
better,  more  cheaply,  and  more  completely  performed  by  movable  camps 
established  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  present  small  posts  during  tbe 
summer  season,  the  only  time  during  which  Indian  hostilities  on  tbe 
plains  may  be  expected,  or  are,  indeed,  practicable.  I  append  what  was 
said  on  this  subject  in  my  last  report  more  fully  than  it  is  necessary  to 
repeat  it  here : 

Tbe  completion  of  tbe  Kansas  Pacific  and  of  the  Atcbison,  Topeka  and  SantA  ¥6  Rail- 
ways to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and  of  tbe  Missouri^  Kansas  and  Texas  road  to  Texas,  an4 
tbn  changed  condition  of  the  Indians  both  as  to  their  location  and  relations  with  tb« 
military,  have  greatly  simplified  tbe  question  of  tbe  number  and  position  of  militarj 
posts,  and  have,  I  think,  enabled  ns  to  determine,  in  most  cases  with  some  degree  k 
certainty,  the  location  of  the  permanent  military  posts  in  this  department,  aud  tb« 
military  dispositions  necessary  for  the  future. 

Tbe  railroads  traversing  the  department  from  east  to  west  and  from  north  to  soath 
furnish  cheap  and  rapid  communication,  and  put  most  of  tbe  posts  within  easv  reach 
of  supplies.  It  become  practicable,  therefore,  to  conduct  militarj^  operations  with 
facility  over  tbe  larger  part  of  this  department,  to  receive  immediate  intelligence,  and 
to  concentrate  troops  with  rapidity.  It  seems,  therefore,  more  practicable  now  to  de- 
fend the  numerous  exposed  points  on  the  frontier  from  some  large  central  posts,  on  or 
Mear  the  railroad,  than  it  was  in  times  past  imperfectly  to  effect  the  same  object  by 
the  establishment  of  numerous  small  posts.  The  Indian's  on  the  sontheru  reservation 
cauuot  reach  the  settlements  exposed  to  them  in  Kansas  and  Eastern  Colorado  witboot 
crossing  or  very  nearly  approaching  the  line  of  tbe  railroad,  where  their  appearance 
and  number  can  be  rapidly  communicated  by  telegraph,  and  the  necessary  force  sent 
by  rail.  Small  detachments  placed  at  the  important  stations  along  the  railrosdifl 
proper  defen8\ve\)v\\\d\ng,*j,  ea^\\^  ^ToUel^ucU  stations  until  assistance,  telegrapher]  for» 
can  reach  them. 
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The  depredations  of  Indians  on  the  settlements  in  Kansas  and  Colorado  must  of  ne- 
cessity be  couimitted  during  the  warm  weather.  There  is  no  grass  for  animals  on  the 
plains  in  the  winter,  and  the  violent  snow-storms  and  severe  cold  altogether  prevent 
the  Indians  from  traversing  them  at  that  season.  Snmmer  camps  of  cavalry  or  in- 
fantry, sent  out  in  the  early  spring  to  important  points  from  some  large  central  posts, 
accomplish  all  the  objects  to  bo  expected  from  small  posts  kept  up  all  the  year  at  the 
same  points,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  they  can  accomplish  these  objects  mach  more  com- 
pletely  and  at  vastly  less  cost. 

It  may  be  safely  asserted  that  the  same  number  of  troops  stationed  at  a  large 
post  can  be  subsisted  at  mach  less  cost  than  would  be  incurred  if  they  were  distributed 
at  a  number  of  small  posts.  The  administrative  machinery  of  a  small  post,  the  police, 
the  service  in  the  quartermaster's  and  subsistence  departments,  and  for  daily  extra 
duty,  are  nearly  as  great  as  for  a  large  post.  The  waste  of  supplies,  a  large  item,  is 
greater  when  issued  in  small  quantities  than  in  large.  It  wnll  be  apparent,  without 
detail,  that  the  general  statement  as  to  expense  is  well  founded. 

The  esprit^  the  discipline,  and  efficiency  of  troops  are  greatly  promoted  by  assem- 
bling them  in  large  bodies,  equal,  at  least,  to  one  regiment.  Every  officer  knows  this 
fact  well. 

In  the  service  on  the  frontier  the  "want  of  men  for  active  pursuit  of  Indians,  and 
other  military  operations  in  the  field,  has  been  severely  felt,  and  this  want  has  been 
largely  due  to  the  distribution  of  the  troops  at  small  posts.  With  a  thousand  men  at 
one  post  it  is  easy  to  put  into  the  field,  on  the  shortest  notice,  eight  hundred  and  fifty 
men.  Distribute  the  thousand  men  to  four  small  posts,  and  it  will  not  be  found  prac- 
ticable to  put  into  the  field  six  hundred. 

If,  therefore,  the  needed  protection  to  settlements  and  routes  of  travel  can  be  as 
completely  secured  by  a  few  large  posts  as  by  many  small  ones,  three  very  important 
things  can  be  accomplished  :  1.  A  large  reduction  of  expense.  2.  Better  discipline  and 
moi'ale  among  the  troops.  3.  The  power  to  use  much  more  of  any  given  force  for  field 
service. 

DESERTIONS, 

Whilst  the  number  of  desertlous  from  the  troops  in  this  department 
has  much  decreased  duriue:  the  past  year,  they  are  yet  numerous  enough 
to  be  the  cause  of  dissatisfaction  and  uneasiness.  The  causes  of  deser- 
tion hitherto  assigned  need  not  be  repeated,  but  I  venture  to  suggest 
that  in  the  intervals  of  duty  the  soldier  needs  more  amusement,  mental 
and  physical,  than  is  now  possible  for  him  to  have.  The  first  essential 
to  contented  service  is  some  agreeable  and  useful  occupation  when  not 
on  actual  duty ;  and  it  would  be  economy  to  furnish  this  in  reason,  even 
if  it  required  a  direct  appropriation  to  do  so.  It  can,  however,  be  rea- 
sonably accomplished  without  additional  expense, and  I  herewith  present 
a  plan  for  doing  so,  which  I  trust  will  be  adopted.  It  was  fii'st  pro- 
posed in  a  letter  from  me  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  part  of  which  is 
herein  quoted: 

The  desertions  from  the  Army  within  the  last  two  years  have  been  so  numerous  as 
to  be  a  subject  of  deep  concern  to  the  country,  and  to  occasicm  much  uneasiness  and 
niortilication  to  military  commanders,  who  have  been  earnestly  seeking  a  cause  for  it. 
I  think  it  not  useless  to  submit  for  your  consideration  a  few  remarks  on  the  subject. 

Whilst,  no  doubt,  the  reduction  of  pay  and  the  thousand  of  opportunities  to  better 
his  condition,  furnished  to  the  soldier  by  railroad  and  other  enterprises,  have  proved 
a  great  incentive  to  desertion,  it  is  believe<l  that  such  causes  may  be  obviated  or 
greatly  modified  by  providing  the  soldier  with  some  proper  means  of  recreation  or  im- 
provement. At  present  there  is  no  provision  of  the  kind,  and  the  dry  and  monotonous 
routine  duty  of  the  soldier  becomes  wearisome  to  the  last  degree. 

Such  post-libraries,  reading-rooms,  &c..  as  existed  before  the  war,  have  all  disap- 
peared, and  there  cannot  be  collected,  under  present  regulations,  a  sum  at  all  sufficient 
to  replace  them.  It  follows,  of  course,  that  when  the  soldier  is  not  actually  engaged 
in  the  performance  of  some  duty,  he  is  without  resource  of  any  kind,  and  naturally 
takes  to  idling  and  complaining.  Those  at  all  inclined  to  drink  become  dissipated 
and  worthless,  are  put  into  the  guard-house,  and  sentenced  by  courts-martial  to  con- 
tinement  of  greater  or  less  duration.  Of  course  the  routine  duty  they  are  thus  de- 
barred from  performing  must  be  done  by  the  other  members  of  the  company  who  have 
done  no  wrong,  but  who  are  actually  punished  by  this  extra  duty  for  the  sins  of  otUe^:%, 
Of  course  this  is  a  further  cause  of  discontent. 

The  fines  imposed  on  the  soldier  who  sins,  and  whose  couf^uexxi^\i\.  l^^\iWl<iTii\A'^  ^n^Nav:*^ 
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to  the  shoulders  of  the  innocent,  in  no  respect  innres  t4>  their  benefit,  bnt  is  appropri- 
ated for  the  Soldiers'  Home  in  \Va8hiugtx)n,  where  lew  soldiers  ever  go,  and  wliiebis 
already  the  richest  institution  in  this  country. 

I  see  that  about  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  were  collected  last  year  from  fines 
thus  imposed,  to  be  appropriated  to  the  Soldiers'  Home,  which,  from  funds  on  baod 
and  the  interest  upon  them,  has  already  an  income  far  larger  than  its  necessities.  It  U 
needless  to  say  that  such  an  arrangement  is  extremely  distasteful  to  the  Army. 

I  assume,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  it  is  the  policy  of  the  Government  (as  it  iseer- 
tninly  common  sense)  to  do  every  tiling  that  can  reasonably  be  done  t-o  s:itisfy  thi 
soldier  with  his  lot.  As  a  mere  question  of  expense  to  the  United  States  it  is  certaiolj 
the  true  policy.  A  contented  soldier  will  not  desert,  and  will  surely  perform  hisdatr 
better  than  one  who  is  discontented. 

This  naturally  leads  me  to  what  I  wish  to  commend  to  your  attention,  viz:  tbf  pro- 
priety and  good  policy  of  devoting  at  least  50  percent,  of  the  fines  collected  from 
courts-martial  sentences  to  the  purchase  of  books,  magazines,  newspapers,  &.C.,  for  the 
establishment  of  post-libraries  and  reading-ro<mis  at  the  military  posts  in  theAnnr. 
Such  a  disposition  of  the  fines  in  question  would  not  imp.nir  at  all  the  efficieDCTor 
comfort  of  the  Soldiers'  Home;  would  involve  no  increased  expense  to  the  Govero- 
nient,  but  would  really  save  the  United  States  many  thousands  of  dollars  now  paid  oat 
for  arrests  of  deserters,  their  continement  in  penitentiaries,  and  the  very  ^reat  expense 
of  so  many  courts-martial,  and  would,  besides,  go  farther  than  any  measure  I  kuowto 
arrest  desertions  and  render  the  Army  more  efficient,  contented,  and  satisfactory. 
Whether  it  be  in  your  power  without  legislation  to  make  such  use  of  the  fund  in  ques- 
tion I  do  not  know  ;  but  if  it  be,  I  may  safely  assure  you  that  yon  can  do  an  act  of 
inhnite  advantage  to  the  service,  and  one  which,  I  am  sure,  will  be  nuanimoasly  ac- 
ceptable to  the  Army. 

The  details  of  expenditure  of  this  money  for  post-libraries,  &c.,  and  the  regulations 
for  the  management  of  the  fund  and  the  care  of  the  buildings,  books,  i&c.,  would rasilj 
be  made. 

If  legislation  be  needed  to  accomplish  the  purpose,  I  respectfally  sug 
gest  that  it  be  asked  for  at  the  next  session  of  Congress, 

I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  in  all  the  service  performed  in  this  de 
partment,  the  troops  have  exhibited  zeal  and  efficiency,  and  that  in  the 
administrative  duties  I  have  enjoyed  the  cordial  assistitncc  of  the  officers 
of  the  general  staff  stationed  at  department  headquarters. 

I  transnlit  .inclosed  a  roster  of  troops  serving  in  this  Department,  as 
also  a  field  return. 

I  am,  colonel,  respectfully^,  your  obedient  servant, 

J  NO.  POPE, 
Brevet  Major  Oeneralj  U,  S.  -4.,  Commanding, 
Col.  R.  C.  Drum, 

Assistant  Adjutant- General,  Chicago,  111. 


No.  3.— REPORT  OF  GENERAL  TERRY. 

Headquarters,  Depart^ient  of  Dakota, 

ISaint  Paul,  Minn,,  November  21, 1876. 

Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  which  I  have  received  from  tlie 
Lieutenant-General  commanding,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  military  operations  which  have  taken  place  in  tbis 
denartment  during  the  past  year. 

Tiiis  report  will  necessarily  be  imperfect,  for,  with  the  exception  of  a 
very  few  days,  I  have  been  personally  in  the  field  from  the  9th  of  May 
until  now.  During  my  absence  from  Saint  Paul  many  changes  were 
made  in  the  distribution  of  the  troops,  and  many  orders  were  necessa- 
rily issued  from  these  headquarters,  of  which  I  am  as  yet  imperfectly 
informed.  It  is,  therefore,  impossible  for  me  to  make  a  full  and  detaileii 
report  in  time  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  orders  which  I  have 
received. 
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"My  last  annual  report  was  made  on  the  12th  daj^  of  November,  1875. 
At  that  time  the  force  in  the  department  consisted  of  the  following 
troops : 

Four  companies  of  the  Second  Cavalry. 

Nine  companies  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry. 

The  First  Regiment  of  Infantry. 

The  Sixth  Regiment  of  Infantry. 

The  Seventh  Regiment  of  Infantry. 

The  Seventeenth  Regiment  of  Infantry. 

The  Twentieth  Regiment  of  Infantry. 

The  force  was  at  ihat  date  distributed  as  follows  : 

At  Fort  Snelling,  Minn.,  the  regimental  headquarters,  and  Companies 
C  and  H  of  the  Twentieth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Ripley,  Minn.,  Companies  B  and  G  of  the  Twentieth  In- 
fantry. 

At  Fort  Pembina,  Dak.,  Companies  D,  F,  and  I  of  the  Twentieth 
Infantry. 

At  Fort  Totten,  Dak.,  Companies  E  and  L  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry, 
and  Companies  E  and  K  of  the  Twentieth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Seward,  Dak.,  Company  A  of  the  Twentieth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Abercrombie,  Dak.,  the  regimental  headquarters,  and  Com- 
l>anies  A  and  F  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Wadsworth,  Dak.,  Companies  B  and  C  of  the  Seventeenth 
Infantry. 

At  Fort  Shaw,  Mont,  the  regimental  headquarters,  and  Companies 
A,  B,  D,  G,  I,  and  K  of  the  Seventh  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Ellis,  Mont.,  Companies  F,  G,  H,  and  L  of  the  Second  Cav- 
alry, and  Company  C  of  the  Seventh  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Benton,  Mont,  Company  F  of  tbe  Seventh  Infantry. 

At  Camp  Baker,  Mont,  Companies  E  and  H  of  the  Seventh  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Buford,  Dak.,  the  regimental  headquarters,  and  Companies 
C,  D,  E,  F,  and  G  of  the  Sixth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Abraham  Lincoln,  Dak.,  the  regimental  headquarters,  and 
Companies  A,  C,  D,  F,  and  I  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  Company  B  of  the 
Sixth  Infantry,  and  Company  G  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Rice,  Dak.,  Companies  U  and  M  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  and 
Company  D  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Stevenson,  Dak.,  Companies  H  and  Kof  the  Sixth  Infantry. 

At  Camp  Hancock,  Dak.,  Con}pany  H  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry. 

At  Standing  Rock,  Dak.,  Companies  A  and  I  of  the  Sixth  Infantry, 
and  Company  E  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Randall,  Dak.,  the  regimental  headquarters,  and  Companies 
C,  D,  G,  I,  and  K  of  the  First  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Sully,  Dak.,  Companies  B,  E,  F,  and  H  of  tbe  First  Infantry. 

At  Cheyenne  Agencv,  Dak.^  Companies  I  and  K  of  tbe  Seventeenth 
Infantry. 

At  Lower  Brul6  Agency,  Dak.,  Company  A  of  the  First  Infantry. 

This  force  was  increased  in  April,  187G,  by  three  companies  (B,  G, 
and  K)  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  by  transfer  from  the  Department  of 
the  Gulf;  in  July,  187G,  by  six  companies  (E,  F,  G,  H,  I,  and  K)  of  the 
Twenty-second  Infantry,  from  th*^  Military  Division  of  the  Atlantic; 
in  July  and  August,  187G,  by  the  Fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry,  from  the 
Department  of  the  Missouri ;  and  in  August  and  September,  1870,  by 
the  Eleventh  Regiment  of  Infantry,  from  the  Department  of  Te.K^^. 

The  following  is  the  present  distributiou  ot  U\^  Itoov^iv^x  \3\\i\a^\^  v^- 
tious : 
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At  Fort  Snellinj?,  Minn.,  the  regimental  headquarters,  and  Company 
C  of  the  Twentieth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Ripley,  Minn.,  Companies  B  and  G  of  the  Twentieth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Abercrombie,  Dak.,  Company  F  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry  and 
Company  A  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Sisaeton, (formerly  Fort  Wadsworth,  Dak.,)  Companies  Baud 
C  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry 

At  Fort  Totten,  Dak.,  Company  C  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry  and  Com- 
piiny  K  of  the  Twentieth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Pembina,  Dak.,  Companies  D  and  F  of  the  Twentieth  Infan- 
try. 

At  Fort  Seward,  Dak.,  Company  A  of  the  Twentieth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Buford,  Dak.,  the  re«;imental  headquarters,  and  Companies 
C,  D,  B,  F,  G,  and  I  of  the  Sixth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Abraham  Lincoln,  Dak.,  the  regimental  headquarters,  and 
Companies  B,  E,  G,  I,  K,  and  L  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry  ;  Company  B 
of  the  Sixth  Infantry,  and  Companies  D  and  G  of  the  Seventeenth  In- 
fantry. 

At  Fort  Rice,  Dak.,  pompanies  A,  D.  H,  and  M  of  the  Seventh  Cav- 
alry. 

At  Fort  Stevenson,  Dak.,  Companies  II  find  K  of  the  Sixth  Infiintry. 

At  Standing  llock  Agency,  Dak.,  Companies  G  and  K  of  the  First 
Infantry;  Company  A  of  the  Sixth  Infantry;  Companies  A,  B,  and  H 
of  the  Eleventh  Infantry  ;  regimen. al  headquarters,  and  Companies  E 
and  F  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry,  and  Company  H  of  the  Twentietli 
laafantry. 

At  Camp  Hancock,  Dak.,  Company  H  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Bandall,  Dak.,  the  regimental  headquarters,  and  Companies 
C,  E,  and  I  of  the  First  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Sully,  Dak.,  Companies  B,  D,  F,  and  H  of  the  First  Infantry. 

At  Lower  Brul(?  Agency,  Dak.,  Company  A  of  the  First  lufantry; 
and  Companies  E  and  I  of  the  Twentieth  Infantry. 

At  Cheyenne  A^Dcy,  Dak.,  the  regimental  headquarters,  and  Com- 
panies C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  I,  and  K  of  the  Eleventh  Infantry,  and  Compa- 
nies I  and  K  of  the  Seventeenth  In'antry. 

At  Fort  Shaw,  Mont.,  the  regimental  headquarters,  and  Companies 
A,  B,  G,  H,  I,  and  K  of  the  Seventh  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Ellis,  Mont.,  Companies  F,  G,  H,  and  L  of  the  Second  Cav- 
alry, and  Company  C  of  the  Seventh  Infantry. 

At  Fort  Benton,  Mont.,  Company  F  of  the  Seventh  Infiintry. 

At  Camp  Baker,  Mont.,  Companies  D  and  E  of  the  Seventh  Infantry. 

At  the  cantonment  on  Tongne  Biver,  Mont.,  the  Fifth  Regiment  of 
Inf jantry,  and  Companies  E,  G,  H,  I,  and  K  of  the  Twenty  second  I nfantr>'. 

The  changes  of  station  from  which  this  distribution  resulte<l  are  shown 
by  the  lollowingdescribed  movements  of  troops,  irrespective  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  force  engaged  in  the  campaign  against  the  hostile  Sioux: 

In  November,  1875,  Companies  D  and  H  of  the  Seventh  Infantry, 
stationed  respectively  at  Fort  Shaw  and  Camp  Baker,  Mojit.,  int*jr- 
changed  stations. 

In  April,  1876,  Companies  D  and  G  of  the  Twentieth  Infantry  changed 
stations  respectively  from  Forts  Pembina  and  Ripley  to  Fort  Abraham 
Lincoln,  and  are  now  under  orders  to  return  each  to  its  former  station. 

In  April,  1876,  Companies  D  and  E  of  the  First  Infantry  stationed  re- 
spectively at  Forts  Randall  and  Sully,  interchanged  stations. 

In  May,  1876,  Company  H.^  Seventeenth  Infantry,  changed  station 
from  Camp  HaucocU  to  Yoxt  lL\i\vx\i^\xv\AVi^Q\\3i^^\i'\*\^\>L^\N  viuder  orders 
to  returu  to  Camp  H^iucocAs., 
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lu  May,  1876,  Company  B  of  the  First  Infantry  changed  station  from 
Fort  Sully  to  Fort  Rice,  and  on  the  4th  instant  was  ordered  to  be  re- 
turned to  Fort  Sully. 

In  May,  1876,  Company  C  of  the  First  Infantry  changed  station  from 
Fort  Randall  to  Fort  Sully,  and  on  the  4th  instant  was  ordered  to  be 
returned  to  Fort  Randall. 

In  July,  1876,  Company  H,  Twentieth  Infantry,  changed  station  from 
Fort  Snelling  to  Standing  Rock. 

In  August,  1876,  Companies  G  and  K  of  the  First  Infantry,  stationed 
at  Fort  Randall,  and  Company  F  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry,  stationed 
at  Fort  Abercrombie,  changed  station  to  Standing  Rock. 

In  August,  1876,  Company  E  of  the  Twentieth  Infantry  changed 
station  from  Fort  Totten  to  Fort  Abercrombie. 

In  August,  1876,  Company  A,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  changed  station 
from  Fort  Abercrombie  to  Fort  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  is  now  under  or- 
ders to  return  to  Fort  Abercrombie. 

In  August,  1876,  the  regimental  headquarters  of  the  Seventeenth  In- 
fantry were  transferred  from  Fort  Abercrombie  to  Standing  Rock. 

In  September,  1876,  Company  E  of  the  Twentieth  Infautry  changed 
station  from  Fort  Abercrombie  to  Lower  Brule  Agency. 

In  September,  1876,  Company  I  of  the  Twentieth  Infantry  changed 
station  from  Fort  Pembina  to  Lower  Brul6  Agency. 

Company  D  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry  is  now  under  orders  to 
change  station  from  Fort  Rice  to  Fort  Abraham  Lincoln. 

During  Augustand  September,  1876,  the  tencompanicsof  the  Eleventh 
Regiment  of  Infantry  arrived  by  detachments  at  Yankton,  Dak.,  and 
proceeded  to  take  station  as  follows :  Companies  A,  B,  and  H  at  Stand- 
ing Rock  Agency;  Companies  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  I,  and  K  at  Cheyenne 
Agency. 

Forts  Shaw,  Ellis,  Benton,  and  Camp  Baker  constitute  the  district  of 
Montana,  with  headquarters  at  Fort  Shaw. 

Forts  Abraham  Lincoln,  Rice,  and  Stevenson,  Camp  Hancock,  and 
Standing  Rock  constitute  the  middle  district,  with  headquarters  at  Fort 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

Forts  Randall  and  Sully  and  Lower  Brul^  and  Cheyenne  agencies 
constitute  the  southern  district,  with  headquarters  at  Cheyenne  agency. 

Forts  Snelling,  Ripley,  Abercrombie,  Sisseton,  Totten,  Pembina,  and 
Buford,  and  the  cantonment  on  Tongue  River,  Montana,  are  independent 
posts,  reporting  directly  to  department  headquarters. 

The  following  tables  show  the  strength  of  the  several  garrisons  at  the 
date  of  the  last  returns  received  at  these  headquarters.  For  the  can- 
tonment, representing  the  Fifth  Regiment  of  Infantry  and  the  six  com- 
panies of  the  Twenty -second  infantry,  and  for  two  companies  of  the  Sev- 
enth Infantry  (C  and  G)  not  borne  on  post  returns,  only  the  approxi- 
mate strength  is  giv'en,  as  no  recent  returns  have  been  received : 

District  of  Montana, 


Posts. 

Officers. 

Enlisted 
men. 

Fort  Sliaw 

24 

17 

3 

6 

287 

Fort  Ellis 

278 

Fort  Benton 

43 

Camp  Baker .- --  

8-2 

Total 

I           \^ 

^          ^>Si 

\ 
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Middle  Diairict, 


Posts. 


Officers. 


Enlisted 
uieo. 


Indian 
sconts. 


Fort  Abraham  Lincoln 

Fort  Rice 

Fort  Stevenson 

Fort  Standing  Rock 

Total 

SoMthem  District. 

Fort  Randall 

Recruits  First  Infantry. 

Fort  Sully 

Cheyen  ne  agency 

Lower  Bruld  agency 

Total 


Independent  posts. 


Fort  Snelling 

Fort  Ripley 

Fort  Abercrombie,  (detachment  accounted  for  at  Fort 
Seward) 

Fort  Sisseton 

FortTotten 

Fort  Pembina 

Fort  Seward 

FortBuford 

Cantonment,  Tongue  River,  Montana 

Six  companies  Seventh  Cavalry  not  borne  on  post  re- 
turns   « 

Two  companies  Seventeenth  Infantry  not  borne  on 
post  returns 

Total 


9 
4 


3 
3 
4 
3 
23 
55 

18 

6 


128 


Grand. 


12 

13 

26 

9 

127 
:» 
196 
474 
114 

3 

€ 

60 

950 

9 

63 

3:j 


46 
40 
39 
33 
295 
770 

611 

80 


2, 010 


f) 
1 


7a 


88 


Districts,  independent  posts,  iVc. 

Officers. 

Enlisted 
men. 

Indian 
scouts. 

District  of  Montana 

50 

84 

€0 

128 

690 
1,454 

950 
2,010 

Middle  district .. ........ 

DC 

Southern  district 

9 

Independent  posts.  &c ... .... 

e?^ 

Total 

322 

• 

5,104 

153 

On  the  lOtli  of  February  I  was  informed,  by  a  dispatch  of  that  dat^ 
from  Maj.  James  S.  Brisbin,  Second  Cavalry,  commanding  the  post  of 
Port  Ellis,  that  \ie>  \xad  o\i  Wv^  \>T^\nov\^  day  received  an  appeal  for  help 
from  a  party  w\io  \\ail  ea\A\iV\«^nivV\>i^vsi^^N^^  tot  NiX\fe  \i>\\^^^^  ^l  ttadct 
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trapping:,  and  mining  at  a  point  near  the  mouth  cf  the  Big  Horn,  known 
as  Fort  Pease.  It  was  state*!  that  fourteen  men  were  holding  a  stock- 
ade against  the  Indians,  who  had  surrounded  tliera.  Major  Brisbin  pro- 
posed to  go  to  their  relief.  The  proposal  of  Major  Brisbin  was  approved 
by  me,  and  he  xVas  instructed  by  telegraph  to  proceed  at  once  to  carry 
it  into  effect.  He  marched  from  Fort  Ellis  on  the  21st  of  February  with 
four  companies  of  his  regiment,  and  arrived  at  Fort  Pease  and  relieved 
the  occupants  on  the  4th  of  March.  It  was  found  that  the  original 
party  had  consisted  of  forty  six  men,  of  whom  six  had  been  killed,  and 
eight  wounded,  thirteen  had  escaped  by  night,  and  nineteen  were  found 
in  the  stockade  and  were  brought  away.  No  Indians  were  seen  by  the 
troops,  but  war-lodges  were  found  representing  a  force  of  about  sixty 
Sioux  who  had  fled  southward. 

On  the  10th  of  February  last  I  received  from  the  Lieutenant-General 
commanding  orders  to  commence  operations  against  the  hostile  Sioux. 
At  the  same  time  I  was  informed  that  similar  instructions  had  been 
given  to  Brigadier-General  Crook,  then  as  now  commanding  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Platte,  who  would  oi)erate  from  Fort  Laramie  in  the  direc- 
tion of  the  head- waters  of  Powder  River,  Pumpkin  Butte,  and  the  Big 
Horn.  Preparations  for  the  movement  were  immediately  commenced, 
and  it  was  supposed  that  the  troops  could  be  made  ready  to  march  early 
in  April.  The  collection  of  troops  and  supplies  for  the  expedition,  how- 
ever, was  dependent  on  the  oi)ening  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad. 

That  road  was  opened  earlier  than  is  usual  in  the  spring,  but  severe 
snow-storm'^  again  closed  it.  Owing  to  this  fact,  and  to  the  necessity 
of  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  troops  ordered  from  the  Department  of  the 
Gulf  to  this  Department,  it  was  not  until  the  middle  of  May  that  all 
l)reparations  were  completed. 

The  force  originally  intended  for  the  field  consisted  of  the  nine  com- 
panies of  the  Seventh  Cavalry  then  in  this  Department,  Companies  C 
and  G  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry,  Company  B  of  the  Sixth  Infantry, 
a  battery  of  Gatling  guns,  manned  by  detachments  from  the  Twentieth 
Infantry,  and  forty  Indian  scouts.  Subsequently  it  was  increased  by  the 
three  remaining  companies  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  which,  on  my  ap- 
plication, were  ordered  from  the  Department  of  the  Gulf  to  their  regi- 
ment, in  order  that  they  miglit  accompany  it  into  the  field. 

Lieut.Col.  G.  A.Custer,  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  was  at  first  assigned 
to  the  command  of  this  force ;  but  under  subsequent  instructions  I  as- 
sumed the  command  in  person,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Custer  being  assigned 
to  the  command  of  his  regiment. 

On  the  27th  of  February  I  directed  Col.  John  Gibbon,  of  the  Sev- 
enth Infantry,  commanding  the  district  of  Montana,  to  prepare  for  the 
field  all  the  troops  which  could  be  spared  from  the  garrisons  in  his  dis- 
trict, and  to  be  ready  to  march  fr6m  Fort  Ellis  down  the  valley  of  the 
Yellowstone. 

These  orders  were  crossed  on  their  way  to  Montana  by  a  dispatch 
from  Colonel  Gibbon,  in  which  he  suggested  the  same  movement. 

On  the  25th  of  February  a  telegram  was  sent  to  Colonel  Gibbon  in 
which  he  was  directed  not  only  to  make  his  preparations,  but  to  move 
as  soon  as  he  should  bo  sible.  The  force  available  for  the  movement 
consisted  of  four  companies  of  the  Second  Cavalry  and  six  companies 
of  the  Seventh  Infantry.  It  was  collected  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  it 
started  from  Fort  Ellis  on  the  3d  of  April.  For  the  details  of  Colonel 
Gibbon's  march  until  he  made  a  junction  with  the  column  under  my  oww 
command,  I  refer  to  his  report,  which  is  fotv^atd^Oi  \i^T^^\W\.  \\»^^^ 
not  intended  tbnt  this  column  sboaUl  seek  iot  vilvlOl  V!aV\Ci>s.  nXi^V^^nj^^ 
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Sioux  independently,  unless,  indeed,  some  favorable  opportunity  slioald 
present  itself.  Its  duty  was  to  g:uard  tbe  left  bank  of  the  Yellowstone, 
and,  if  possible,  prevent  the  Indians  from  crossing  it  in  case  that  they 
should  attempt  to  do  so,  either  in  pursuance  of  their  habit  of  following 
the  herds  of  buftalo  to  the  north  during  the  summer,  or  in  case  they 
should  seek  to  avoid  the  troops  coming  from  the  south  and  tbe  east. 

This  dut3'  was  admirably  performed.  Colonel  Gibbon  advanced  to 
the  mouth  of  the  liosebud,  and  from  that  point  kept  detacbmeuts  mov- 
ing up  and  down  the  Yellowstone. 

It  is  of  course  impossible  to  say  whether  the  Indians  would  or  would 
not  have  crossed  the  latter  stream  had  not  Colonel  Gibbon's  force  oc 
cupied  its  left  bank,  but  my  own  opinion  is  that  they  would  have  done  so. 

To  supply  the  forces  in  the  field,  subsistence  and  forage  were  sent  up 
the  Yellowstone,  by  steamer,  to  Stanley's  stockade,  near  the  mouth  of 
Glendive  Creek.  With  them  was  sent  a  guard  of  three  companies  of 
the  Sixth  Infantry,  under  command  of  Major  O.  H.  Moore,  of  that  reg- 
iment. The  departure  of  the  boats  from  Fort  Lincoln  was  so  timed  as 
to  bring  them  to  their  destination  a  short  time  in  advance  of  the  pre- 
sumed arrival  of  the  troops  at  the  same  point. 

No  train  of  pack-mules  has  ever  been  organized  in  this  department, 
and  the  marching  columns  were  necessarily  dependent  on  \vagons  for 
the  transport  of  their  supplies.  There  were,  however,  carried  in  wagons 
about  250  pack-saddles  to  be  placed  on  the  mules  of  the  train  in  an 
emergency 

I  arrived  personally  at  Fort  Lincoln  on  the  10th  of  May.  Soon  after 
my  arrival  I  received  information  from  more  than  one  independent 
source  which  led  me  to  believe  that  the  main  body  of  the  hostile  Sioux 
was  on  the  Little  Missouri  River,  and  between  that  streanfi  and  the 
Yellowstone.  I  therefore  sent  to  Fort  Ellis  a  telegraphic  dispatch,  to 
be  forwarded  to  Colonel  Gibbon,  directing  him  to  move  down  the  Yel- 
lowstone to  "  Stanley's  stockade,"  to  cross  the  river,  and  move  out  on 
*' Stanley's  trail'*  to  meet  the  column  from  Lincoln.  This  column 
marched  on  the  morning  of  May  17.  For  some  days  its  progress  was 
slow,  for  the  wagons  were  heavily  laden  and  recent  rains  bad  made  the 
ground  extremely  soft. 

The  Little  Missouri  was  reached  on  May'29.  Ilerea  halt  was  made 
for  a  day  in  order  that  the  valley  of  the  river  might  be  xeconnoitered. 
This  was  done  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Custer  with  a  portion  of  his  regi- 
ment, but  no  indications  of  the  recent  presence  of  Indians  were  discov- 
ered. The  march  was  resumed  on  the  3lst;  but  on  the  1st  and  2d  of 
June  a  heavy  snow-storm  detained  the  column  on  the  edge  of  the  bad 
lands  which  border  the  left  banks  of  the  Little  Missouri.  On  the  3d 
Beaver  Creek  was  reached.  In  the  morning  of  that  day  scouts,  sent 
out  by  Major  Moore  from  the  Yellowstone,  brought  me  dispatches  from 
that  officer  and  from  Colonel  Gibbon  also.  From  the  scouts  I  learned 
that  there  were  no  traces  of  Indians  between  "  Stanley's  stockade  '•  and 
Beaver  Creek ;  by  the  dispatches  I  was  informed  that  the  steamers  with 
supplies  had  reached  their  destination,  and  that  Colonel  Gibbon,  having 
received  the  dispatch  sent  to  him  from  Fort  Lincoln,  was  marching 
down  the  Yellowstone.  Upon  this  information  I  determined  to  move 
up  Beaver  Creek,  and  thence  march  directly  to  Powder  Kiver.  Orders 
were  therefore  sent  to  Colonel  Gibbon  to  suspend  his  movements  and  to 
Major  Moore  to  send  one  boat-load  of  supplies  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Powder. 

On  the  morning  of  Ibe  4t\i  tUe  marcli  was  again  resumed,  our  coarse 
being  up  the  Beaver.    Ou  Wi^  ^\}a.  ^^  VoiWi^^  vy^ccvx^  x^  n}v:l^  ^<5is.t^  and  in 
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the  evening  of  the  7th  reached  Powder  Eiver  at  a  point  about  twenty 
miles  from  the  Yellowstone.  ^ 

On  the  8th,  leaving  the  column  in  camp,  I  went  with  an  escort  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Powder,  and  there  found  the  steamer  Far  West  with  sup- 
plies. 

The  next  day  I  went  on  the  steamer  up  the  Yellowstone  to  meet  Col- 
onel Gibbon.  I  met  him  at  a  point  ten  or  fifteen  miles  below  the  mouth 
of  the  Tongue,  and  gave  him  instructions  to  return  w4th  his  troops  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Rosebud.  Returning,  I  gave  orders  for  the  transfer 
of  all  troops  and  supplies  from  the  stockade  to  a  depot  to  be  established 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Powder,  and  thence  proceeded  to  the  camp  of  the 
column. 

The  next  day  Maj.  M.  A.  Reno,  Seventh  Cavalry,  with  six  companies 
of  his  regiment  and  one  Gatling  gun,  was  directed  to  reconnoiter  the 
valley  of  the  Powder  as  far  as  the  forks  of  the  river,  then  to  cross  to 
Mizpah  Creek,  to  descend  that  creek  to  near  its  mouth,  thence  to  cross 
to  Tongue  River  and  descend  to  its  mouth.  He  was  provided  with 
rations  for  ten  days,  carried  on  pack-saddles.  On  the  11th  the  remain- 
der of  the  column  marched  to  the  Yellowstone,  where  it  remained  until 
the  15th,  in  order  to  give  time  for  Major  Reno's  movements.  During 
this  interval  the  troops  jif  the  stockade,  and  all  the  supplies  which  had 
been  landed  there,  were  brought  up.  On  the  morning  of  the  15th,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Custer,  with  six  companies  of  his  regiment,  one  Gatling 
gun,  and  a  train  of  pack  mules,  marched  for  Tongue  River,  all  the 
wagons  with  their  infantry-guard  having  been  left  at  the  depot.  He 
reached  the  Tongue  on  the  lOth.  Here  we  waited  for  news  from  Major 
Reno  until  the  evening  of  the  19th,  when  a  dispatch  was  received  from 
Lim,  bj  which  it  appeared  that  he  had  crossed  to  the  Rosebud  and 
found  a  heavy  Indian  trail ;  and  that  after  following  it  for  some  dis- 
tance he  had  retraced  his  steps,  had  descended  the  stream  to  its  mouth, 
and  was  then  on  his  way  to  the  Tongue.  Orders  were  at  once  sent  to 
him  to  halt  and  await  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Custer ;  and 
the  latter  was  instructed  to  march  the  next  morning  for  the  mouth  of 
the  Rosebud.  He  arrived  at  this  last-named  point  on  the  21st.  On 
the  same  day  Colonel  Gibbon's  column  was  put  in  motion  for  a  point 
on  the  north  bank  of  the  Yellowstone,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Big 
Horn ;  with  it  were  sent  the  Gatling  guns  which  had  until  this  time 
accompanied  the  Seventh  Cavalry. 

At  a  conference  which  took  place  on  the  2l8t  between  Colonel 
Gibbon,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Custer,  and  myself,  I  communicated  to 
them  the  plan  of  operations  which  I  had  decided  to  adopt.  It  was 
that  Colonel  Gibbon's  column  should  cross  the  Yellowstone  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Little  Big  Horn,  and  thence  up  that  stream,  with  the  ex- 
pectation that  it  would  arrive  at  the  last-named  point  by  the  26th; 
that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Custer  with  the  whole  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry 
should  proceed  up  the  Rosebud  until  he  should  ascertain  the  direction 
in  which  the  trail  discovered  by  Major  Reno  led;  that  if  it  led  to  the 
Little  Big  Horn  it  should  not  be  followed  ;  but  that  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Custer  should  keep  still  fiirther  to  the  south  before  turning  toward  that 
river,  in  order  to  intercept  the  Indians  should  they  attempt  to  pass 
around  his  left,  and  in  order,  by  a  longer  march,  to  give  time  for  Colonel 
Gibbon's  column  to  come  up. 

This  plan  was  founded  on  the  belief  that  at  some  point  on  the  Little 
Big  Horn  a  body  of  hostile  Sioux  would  be  found ;  and  that  although  it 
was  impossible  to  make  movements  in  perfect  couc^tt^  w%  \\\\^\X»  V^n^ 
been  done  had  there  been  a  known  fixed  oV>jecl\\e  \)Q\vi\,Vo^5<6\^*^^^^^^ 
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yet,  by  the  Judicious  use  of  the  excellent  guides  unci  scouts  which  we 
l)Ossessed,  the  two  columns  might  bt*  broufcht  within  coojiemting  dis- 
tance of  each  other,  so  that  either  of  them  which  should  be  tirsteugaged 
might  be  a  "  waiting  tight" — give  time  for  the  other  tx)  come  up.  At 
the  same  time  it  was  thought  that  a  double  attack  would  very  much 
diminish  the  chances  of  a  successful  retreat  by  the  Sioux,  should  they 
be  disinclined  to  fight.  It  was  believed  to  be  impracticable  to  joiuC<»l- 
onel  Gibbon's  column  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Custer's  force;  lor  more 
than  one  half  of  Colonel  Gibbon's  troops  were  infantry,  who  would  bo 
unable  to  keep  up  with  cavalry  in  a  rapid  movement ;  while  to  detach 
Gibbon's  mounted  men  and  add  them  to  the  Seventh  Cavalry  would 
leave  his  force  too  small  to  act  as  an  independent  body. 
The  written  instructions  given  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Custer  were  as 

follows : 

Headquarters  Department  of  Dakota,  {is  tiik  Field,) 

Camp  (it  Mouth  of  Rosebud  Hivery  Montana^  June  22,  lvS76. 

Colonel  :  The  hripfadier-fifeneriil  comnmudin^  directs  that  as  soon  as  your  rejjiment 
can  be  made  ready  fur  the  iimreli,  yon  pmceed  up  the  Rosebud  in  pursuit  of  the  In- 
dians whose  trail  was  discovered  bj'  Major  Reno  a  few  days  since.  It  is,  of  course,  im- 
possible to  give  you  any  detinite  instructions  in  regard  to  this  movoiiieut ;  and  were  \% 
not  impossibJe  io  do  so,  the  department  coniiuander  phices  too  much  contideuce  inyoar 
zeal,  energy,  and  ability  to  wish  to  impose  uj»od  you  precise  orders,  which  might  hamprr 
your  action  when  nearly  in  contact  with  the  eneni3\  He  will,  however,  indicate  to 
you  his  own  views  of  what  your  action  should  be,  and  he  desires  that  you  should  c^n- 
furni  to  them  unless  you  shall  see  suHicient  reason  for  departing  from  the'ni.  He  thinksi 
that  you  should  proceed  up  the  Rosebud  until  you  ascertain  (lelinit^ly  the  direction  iu 
whicli  the  trail  above  spoken  of  leads.  Should  it  be  found  (as  it  appears  to  be  alinasi 
certain  that  it  will  bo  found)  to  turn  toward  the  Little  Horn,  he  thinks  that  youshonld 
still  proceed  southward,  perhaps  as  far  as  the  headwaters  of  the  Tongue,  and  then  turn 
toward  the  Little  Horn,  feeling  constantly,  however,  to  your  left,  so  as  to  preclude  the 
possibility  of  the  escape  of  the  Indians  to  the  south  or  southeast  by  passing  aronoil 
your  left  tlank. 

The  column  of  Colonel  Gibbon  is  now  in  motion  for  the  month  of  the  Big  Horn.  As 
soon  as  it  reaches  that  point  it  will  cross  the  Yellowstone  and  move  up  at  least  as  far 
as  the  forks  of  the  Little  ami  Big  Horns.  Of  course  its  future  movements  must  be  con- 
trolled by  circumstances  as  they  arise;  but  it  is  hoped  that  the  Indians,  if  upon  the 
Little  Horn,  may  be  so  nearly  inclosed  by  the  two  columns  that  their  escape  will  be 
impossible.  The  department  commander  desires  that  on  your  way  up  the  Rosebud  yon 
should  thoroughly  examine  the  upper  part  off  Tul lock's  Creek;  and  that  yon  should 
endeavor  to  send  a  scout  through  to  Colonel  Gibbon's  column  with  information  of  the 
result  of  your  examination.  The  lower  part  of  this  creek  will  be  examined  by  a  de- 
tachment from  Colonel  Gibbon's  command. 

The  supply-steamer  will  be  pushe<l  up  the  Big  Horn  as  far  as  the  forks,  if  the  river 
is  found  to  be  navigable  for  that  distance;  and  the  department  commander  (who  will 
accompany  the  column  of  Colonel  Gibbon)  desires  you  to  report  to  him  there  not  later 
than  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  your  troops  are  rationed,  unless  in  the  mean 
time  you  receive  further  orders. 

*  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ED.  W.  SMITH. 
Ca2)tainf  Eighteenth  lufantriff  A,  A,  A.  G. 

Lieut.  Col.  G.  A.  Custer, 

Seventh  Cavalry. 

Tbe  movements  whicli  followed  have  already  been  reported  in  tele- 
jrraphic  dispatches  sent  to  the  headquarters  of  the  division  from  the 
field.  These  dispatches,  however,  were  very  imperfectly  transmitted.  1 
therefore  repeat  them  here : 

[Telegram.] 

Headquarters  Df.partmext  of  Dakota, 
Camp  on  Little  Big  Horn  River,  Montana,  June  27, 1876. 

To  the  Affjutant-General  of  the  Military  Division  of  the  Mhnonri, 

Chicago,  III.,  via  Fort  Ellis: 

It  is  my  painful  duty  to  report  that  day  before  yesterday,  the  25th  instant,  a  great 
disaster  overtook  Oenetal  Cv\ftVei  wiCi  0:ift  Uwi\»^  \vvi<\kx  Vna  ^ouvwiand.    At  12  o'clock  of 
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the  22<1  he  started  with  his  whole  regiment  and  a  strong  detachment  of  scouts  and 
guides  from  the  mouth  of  tlie  Rosebud  Proceeding  up  that  river  about  twenty  miles, 
he  struck  a  very  beav3^  Iu<liau  trail  wbicb  bad  previously  been  discovered,  and,  pur- 
suing it,  found  that  it  led,  as  it  was  sup^iosed  that  it  would  lead,  to  the  Little 
Big  Horn  River.  Here  be  found  a  village  of  almost  unexanipled  exte  it,  and  at  once 
attacked  it  with  that  jmrtiou  of  his  force  which  was  immediately  at  hand.  Major 
Reno,  with  three  companies.  A,  G,  and  M,  of  the  regiment,  was  sent  into  the  valley  of 
the  stream,  at  the  point  where  the  trail  struck  it.  General  Cnster,  with  five  com- 
panies, C,  E,  F,  I,  and  L,  attempted  to  enter  it  about  3  miles  lower  down.  Reno  forded 
the  river,  charged  down  its  left  bank,  dismounted,  and  fought  on  foot  until  finally, 
completely  overwhelmed  by  numbt'rs.  be  was  compelled  to  mount,  recross  the  river, 
and  seek  a  refuge  on  the  liigh  blutfs  which  overlook  its  right  bauk.  Just  as  ho 
recross  d.  Captain  Benteen,  who,  with  three  companies,  D,  H,  and  K,  was  some  two 
miles  to  the  lelt  of  Reno  when  the  action  commenced,  but  who  had  been  ordered  by 
General  Custer  to  return,  came  to  the  river,  and,  rightly  concluding  that  it  was  useless 
for  his  force  to  attempt  to  renew  the  fight  in  the  valley,  he  joined  Reno  on  the  bluft's. 
Captaiu  McDougall,  with  his  company,  B,  was  at  first  at  some  distance  in  the  rear, 
with  the  train  of  pack-mules;  he  also  came  up  to  Reno.  Soon  this  united  force  was 
nearly  surrounded  l»y  Indians,  many  of  whom,  armed  with  rifles  of  long  range,  occu- 
pied positions  which  commanded  the  ground  held  by  the  cavalry — ground  from  which 
there  was  no  escape.  Rifle!-pits  were  dug,  and  the  fight  was  maintained,  though  with 
heavy  loss,  from  about  half  past  two  o'clock  of  the  *-^r>th  till  6  o'clock  of  the  2(lth,  when 
the  Indians  withdrew  from  the  valley,  taking  with  them  their  village.  Of  the  move- 
ments of  General  Custer  and  the  five  companies  under  his  immediate  comuumd  scarcely 
anything  is  known  from  those  who  witnessed  them,  for  no  otficer  or  soldier  who  accom- 
panied him  has  yet  been  found  alive.  His  trail,  from  the  point  where  Reno  crossed 
the  stream,  passes  alon^  and  in  the  rear  of  the  crest  of  the  bluff's  on  the- right  bank  for 
nearly  or  quite  three  miles.  Theu  it  comes  down  the  bank  of  the  river,  l)ut  at  once 
diverges  from  it  as  if  he  had  unsuccessfully  attempted  to  cross  ;  then  turns  upon  itself, 
almost  comi»letes  a  circle,  and  ceases.  It  is  marked  by  the  remains  of  his  officers  and 
men  and  the  botlit's  of  his  horses,  some  of  them  dotted  along  the  path,  others  heaped 
in  ravines  and  upon  knolls,  where  halts  appear  to  have  been  made.  There  is  abundant 
evidence  that  a  gallant  resistance  was  offered  by  the  troops,  but  that  they  were  beset 
on  all  sides  by  overpowering  numbers.  The  officers  known  to  be  killed  are  :  G«neral 
Cnster,  Captains  Keogh,  Yates,  and  Custer,  Lieutenants  Cook,  Smith,  Mcintosh,  Cal- 
houn. Porter,  Hodgson,  Sturgis,  and  Riley,  of  the  cavalry ;  Lieutenant  Crittenden,  of 
the  Twentieth  Infantry  ;  and  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  De  Wolf,  Lieutenant  Harring- 
ton, of  the  cavalry,  and  Assistant  Surgeon  Lord  are  missing;  Captain  Benteen  and 
Lieutenant  Varnum,  of  the  cavalry,  are  slightly  wounded.  Mr.  Boston  Custer,  a 
lirother,  and  Mr.  Ree<l,  a  nephew,  of  General  Cnster,  were  with  him  and  were  killed. 
No  other  othcers  than  those  whom  I  have  named  are  auiong  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing. 

It  is  impossible  as  yet  to  obtain  a  nominal  list  of  the  enlisted  men  who  were  killed 
and  wountled  ;  but  the  number  of  killed,  including  officers,  must  reach  2r)0 ;  the  number 
of  wounded  is  51.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Rosebud,  I  informed  General  Custer  that  I 
should  take  the  supply-steamer  Far  West  up  the  Yellowstone  to  ferry  General  Gibbon's 
column  over  the  river;  that  I  should  peisonally  accompany  that  column  ;  and  that  it 
would,  in  all  probability,  reach  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Big  Horn  on  the  'iUrh  instant. 
The  steamer  reached  General  Gibbon's  troops,  near  the  mouth  of  the  liig  Horn,  early 
iu  the  morning  of  the  !24th,  and  at  4  o'cl«>ck  in  the  afternoon  all  his  men  aiul  animals 
^vere  across  the  Yellowstone.  At  5  o'clock,  the  column,  consisting  of  five  companies  of 
the  Seventh  Infantry,  four  companies  of  the  Second  Cavalry,  and  a  battery  of  three 
Gatling  guns,  marched  out  to  and  across  Tul lock's  Creek.  Starting  soon  after  5  o'cb»ck 
in  the  morning  of  the  25th.  the  infantry  made  a  march  of  twenty-two  miles  over  the 
most  difficult  country  which  I  have  ever  seen.  In  order  that  scouts  might  be  sent  into 
the  valley''  of  the  Little  Big  Horn,  the  cavalry,  with  the  battery,  was  theu  i)ushed  on 
thirteen  or  fourteen  miles  farther,  reaching  camp  at  midnight.  The  scouts  were  sent 
out  at  half  p}\st4  iu  the  morning  of  th«  *26th.  They  soon  discovered  three  Indians, 
who  were  at  first  supposed  to  be  Sioux  ;  but,  when  overtaken,  they  proved  to  be  Crows, 
who  had  been  with  General  Custer.  Thej'  brought  the  first  intelligence  of  the  battle. 
Their  story  was  not  credited.  It  was  supposed  that  some  fighting,  perhaps  severe 
tighting,  bad  taken  place;  but  it  was  not  believed  that  disaster  could  have  oArertakeu 
8o  large  a  force  as  twelve  companies  of  cavalry.  The  infantry,  which  had  broken  camp 
very  early,  soon  came  up,  and  the  whole  column  entered  and  moved  up  the  valley  of 
the  Little  Big  Horn.  During  the  afternoon  efforts  were  made  to  send  scouts  through 
to  what  was  supposed  to  be  General  Custer's  position,  to  obtain  information  of  the 
condition  of  att'airs;  but  those  who  were  sent  out  were  driven  back  by  parties  of  In- 
dians, who,  in  increasing  numbers,  were  seen  hovering  in  General  Gibbon's  front.  Ab 
twenty  minutes  before  9  o'clock  in  the  evening,  the  infantry  had  marched  betweea 
tweuty-uino  and  thirty  miles.    The  men  were  very  w^sar^'  auOi  Cl«l^\\^\»  ^"aa  iw^wv'^. 
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The  column  was  therefore  halted  for  the  niffht,  at  a  point  al»ont  eleven  miles  in  a 
Btraif^ht  line  above  the  mouth  of  the  Btreani.  This  morning  the  movement  was  renamed, 
and,  after  a  march  of  nine  miles,  Major  Reno's  intrenched  position  was  reached.  Tbe 
withdrawal  of  the  Indians  from  around  Reno's  command  and  from  the  valley  was  an- 
donbtedly  caused  by  the  approach  of  General  Gibbon's  troops.  Major  Reno  and  Cap- 
tain Benteen,  both  of  whom  are  officers  of  great  experience,  accustomed  to  see  large 
masses  of  mounted  men,  estimate  the  number  of  Indians  engaged  at  not  less  than 
tweiity-five  hundred.  Other  officers  think  that  the  numl)er  was  greater  than  this.  Tbe 
village  in  the  valley  was  about  three  miles  in  length  and  about  a  mile  in  width.  Be- 
sides the  lodges  proper,  a  great  number  of  temporary  brush-wood  shelters  was  found 
in  it,  indicating  that  many  men  besides  its  proper  inhabitants  had  gathered  together 
there.  Major  Keno  is  very  confident  that  there  were  a  number  of  white  men  fighting 
with  the  Indians.  It  U  believed  that  the  loss  of  the  Indians  was  large.  I  have  as  jet 
received  no  official  reports  in  regard  to  the  battle  ;  but  what  is  stated  herein  is  calb- 
ered  from  the  officers  who  were  ou  the  ground  then  and  from  those  who  have  bteo 
over  it  since. 

ALFRED  H.  TERRY, 

Brigadier-  G  tnenl 


(Telegram.] 


Headquartkrs  Department  of  Dakota, 

Cawp  an  Little  Horn,  June  28, 1876. 

Assistant  Apjutant-Gkneral, 

Military  Division  of  tite  Aiissourif  Chicago^  III.  : 

The  wounded  were  brought  down  from  the  bluffs  last  night  and  made  as  comfort- 
able as  our  means  would  permit.  To-day  horse  and  hand  litters  have  been  constructt^ 
and  this  evening  we  shall  commence  moving  the  wounded  toward  the  month  of  the 
Little  Big  Horn,  to  which  point  I  hope  that  the  steamer  has  been  able  to  come.  Tbe 
removal  will  occupy  three  or  four  days,  as  the  marches  must  be  short.  A  reconnais- 
sance was  made  to-day  by  Capt^iin  Ball,  of  the  Second  Cavalry,  along  the  trail  iiia»le 
by  the  Indians  when  they  left  the  valley.  He  reports  that  they  divided  into  two  par- 
ties, one  of  which  kept  the  valley  of  Long  Fork,  making,  he  thinks,  for  the  Big  Horn 
Mountains;  the  other  turned  more  to  the  eastward.  He  also  diecovered  a  very  heavy 
trail  leading  into  the  valley  that  is  not  more  than  five  days  old.  This  trail  is  entirely 
distinct  from  the  one  which  Custer  followed,  and  wonld  seem  to  show  that  at  least  tn^o 
large  bands  united  here  just  before  the  battle.    The  dead  were  all  buried  to-day. 

ALFRED  H.  TERRY, 

Brigadier-  Gt  na  al. 


[Telegram.) 


Heai>quarters  Department  of  Dakota, 
Camp  on  TeUowatoney  near  Big  Horn  Birer,  Montanu,  Julg  2, 1876. 

Lieut.  Gen.  P.  H.  Sheridan,  Chicago,  III : 

In  the  evening  of  the  28lh  we  commenced  moving  down  the  wounded,  but  were  able 
to  get  on  but  four  miles,  as  our  hand-litters  did  not  answer  the  purpose.  The  mule- 
litters  did  exceedingly  well,  but  they  were  insufficient  in  number.  The  29th,  there- 
fore, was  spent  in  making  a  full  supply  of  them.  In  the  evening  of  the  29th  we  started 
again,  and  at  2  a.  m.  of  the  30th  the  wounded  were  placed  ou  a  steamer  at  the  month 
of  the  Little  Big  Horn.  The  afternoon  of  the  30th  they  were  brought  to  the  depot  on 
the  Yellowstone.  I  now  send  them  by  steamer  to  Fort  Lincoln,  and  with  them  one  of 
my  aids,  Capt.  E.  W.  Smith,  who  will  be  able.to  answer  any  questions  which  you  oiay 
desire  to  ask.  I  have  brought  down  the  troops  to  this  point.  They  arrived  to-nighi. 
They  need  refitting,  particularly  in  the  matter  of  transportation,  before  starting  again. 
Although  I  had  on  the  steamer  a  good  supply  of  subsistence  and  forage,  there  are 
other  things  which  we  need,  and  I  should  hesitate  to  trust  the  boat  again  in  the  Big 
Horn. 

Colonel  Sheridan's  dispatch  informing  me  of  the  reported  gathering  of  Indians  on 
the  Rosebud,  reached  me  after  I  came  down  here.  I  hear  nothing  of  General  Crook'd 
movements. 

At  least  a  hundred  horses  aro  needed  to  mount  the  cavlarymen  now  here. 

ALFRED  H.  TERRY, 

Brigadier-General 
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For  further  details  of  the  movements  of  Colonel  Gibbon's  column  from 
the  21st  to  the  30th  of  June,  T  refer  to  his  report. 

For  further  details  of  the  march  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry  from  the 
Kosebud  to  the  Little  Big  Horn,  and  of  the  action  of  the  25th  and  26th  of 
June,  I  refer  to  the  appended  report  of  Major  Reno,  Seventh  Cavalry. 

When  Colonel  Gibbon's  column  left  the  Yellowstone  the  supply- 
steamer  Far  West,  upon  which  was  Company  B  of  the  Sixth  Infantry, 
was  directed  to  make  the  attempt  to  ascend  the  Big  Horn  as  far  as  the 
mouth  of  the  Little  Horn,  in  order  that  supplies  might  be  near  at  hand 
to  replace  the  scanty  amount  of  subsistence  which  Colonel  Gibbon's 
pack  animals  were  able  to  carry.  Tliaaks  to  the  zeal  and  energy  dis- 
played by  Capr.  Grant  Marsh,  the  master  of  the  steamer,  the  mouth  of 
the  Little  Horn  was  reached  by  her,  and  she  was  of  inestimable  service 
in  bringing  down  our  wounded.  They  were  sent  upon  her  to  Fort 
Lincoln. 

The  whole  command  reached  the  Yellowstone  and  went  into  camp  on 
the  north  bank  of  the  river  on  the  2d  of  July.  Immediately  afterward 
attempts  were  made  to  communicate  with  General  Crook,  in  order  that 
concert  of  action  might  be  established  between  his  forces  and  my  own. 
The  first  and  second  of  these  eltbrt^  failed,  the  third  succeeded.  Three 
private  soldiers  of  the  Seventh  Infantry,  whose  names,  James  Bell, 
William  Evans,  and  Benjamin  H.  Stewart,  deserve  honorable  mention 
here,  succeeded  in  carrying  a  dispatch  from  me  to  General  Crook,  and 
two  of  them  brought  me  his  reply,  from  which  [  learned  his  own  posi- 
tion and  the  position  of  the  Indians.  On  the  15th  of  July,  I  received  a 
telegraphic  dispatch  from  the  Lieutenant-General  (commanding,  inform- 
ing me  that  large  re-enforcemenis  would  be  sent  to  me.  I  bad  pre- 
viously sent  for  recruits  and  liorses  for  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  and  for 
guns  to  replace  the  Gatlings;  and  in  order  to  increase  my  force,  I  de- 
termined to  break  up  the  depot  on  Powder  River  and  bring  the  train 
and  stores  further  up  the  Yellowstone. 

Three  possible  lines  for  future  operations  presented  themselves.  The 
first  by  the  left  bank  of  Xhe  Big  Horn ;  the  second  up  Tullock's  Creek  ; 
the  third  up  the  Kosebud.  The  second  was  inadinissible,  for  it  was  not 
praclicable  for  wagons,  and  the  pack-train  which  we  had  the  means  of 
improvising  could  not  carry  supplies  for  more  than  fifteen  da^s.  The 
first  wouhl  have  permitted  wagons  to  be  used,  but  it  would  have  left 
between  my  own  force  and  thjit  of  General  Crook  an  almost,  if  not  quite, 
impiissable  stream,  the  Big  Horn,  and  besides  would,  if  chosen,  have 
rendered  it  necessary  to  keep  a  steamboat  at  the  mouth  of  that  river, 
while  the  Yellowstone  was  falling  rapidly,  and  was  already  scarcely 
navigable  to  that  point.  The  third  line  was  therefore  adopted.  The 
depot  was  moved  to  the  north  bank  of  the  Yellowstone,  opposite  the 
mouth  of  the  Rosebud,  and  the  troops  from  both  above  and  below  were 
I  rought  to  it. 

The  first  of  the  re  enforcements  sent  to  me,  six  companies  of  the 
Twenty  second  Infantry,  under  Lieut.  Col.  E.  S.  Otis,  arrived  on  the  1st 
of  August. 

On  the  26  of  August  six  comj)anios  of  the  Fifth  Infantry,  under  Col. 
N.  A.  Miles,  arrived. 

On  the  3d  the  crossing  of  the  river  commenced.  It  was  completed 
on  the  7th,  and  on  the  8th  the  niareh  up  the  Rosebud  began. 

The  column  had  been  re  organized,  and  now  coiisistel  of  a  brigade  of 
four  battalions  of  infantry,  under  Colonel  Gibbon. 

The  Seventh  Cavalry,  organized  as  eight  companies^  undei:  ^^v^*-* 
A.  Reno. 
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Four  companies  of  the  Second  Cavalry,  under  Maj.  J.  8.  Brisbin,  and 
a  battery  of  two  ten-iK>und  ritles  and  one  twelve  pounder,  under  Lient 
W.  H.  Low,  Twentieth  Infantry. 

Major  Brisbin  was  appointed  chief  of  cavalry,  on  the  staflf  of  the 
department  commander,  but  still  retained  the  immediate  command  of 
bis  battalion. 

At  the  depot  were  left  one  comi)any  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry,  the 
divsmounted  men  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  and  three  Gatliug  guns,  all 
under  the  command  of  Capt.  L.  II.  Sanger,  Seventeenth  Infantry. 
The  depot  had  been  well  intrenched,  and  was  believed  to  be  perfectly 
secure  with  the  force  assigned  to  its  defense.  The  valley  of  the  Lower 
llosebud  is  very  ditlicult,  and  our  marches  on  the  8th  and  9th  were 
necessarily  short.  In  the  forenoon  of  the  10th,  our  advanced  scont.'i 
brought  information  that  a  large  body  of  Sioux  were  in  our  front,  aud 
l»reparations  for  an  attack  upon  them  were  at  once  made;  but  just  hj? 
these  preparations  were  completed,  one  of  General  Crook's  couriers 
rode  into  our  lines  and  announced  that  it  was  General  Crook's  force 
tbat  confronted  us.  The  march  was  resumed,  and  in  the  afternoon  the 
two  columns  were  united. 

I  learned  from  General  Crook  that  the  Sioux,  leaving  tbeir  position 
at  the  biise  of  tlie  Big  Horn  Mountains  and  passing  around  bis  right, 
had  descended  the  Rosebud  to  the  point  at  which  we  then  were,  aud 
had  then  turned  to  the  eastward,  making  apparently  toward  Tongne 
Kiver.  Their  trail  was  broad  and  distinct,  indicating  that  a  very  large 
number  of  Indians  had  passed  over  it.  As  it  was  impossible  to  carry 
^vagous  atToss  the  ridge  which  separates  the  Rosebud  from  the  Tongue, 
orders  weie  given  for  the  organization  of  a  pack  train  for  my  own  force 
from  the  waji;on-mules ;  and  the  train  itself,  after  we.  bad  issued  from 
it  subsistence  and  forage  to  General  Crook's  troops,  was  ordered  back 
to  the  dei>ot. 

Colonel  Miles,  with  his  six  companies  and  the  battery,  was  directed 
to  return  at  once  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rosebud,  to  take  the  steamboat 
lying  there,  proceed  down  the  Yellowstone,  and  place  detachments  oo 
the  north  bank  of  that  river  to  cover  the  fords  near  the  months  of  th* 
Tongue  and  the  Powder.  Colonel  Miles  marched  with  great  rapidity. 
and  speedily  had  his  men  well  entrenched  at  the  points  named.  Sub- 
sequently he  i)laced  a  <letachment  opposite  the  mouth  of  Gleudive  Creek. 
and  then  employed  the  steamboat  in  patrolling  the  river. 

On  tiie  1 1  til  the  two  columns  moved,  with  fifteen  days'  rations.  During 
that  day  and  the  live  following  days  the  trail  of  the  Sioux  was  followwl 
It  led  us  from  the  Rosebu<i  to  the  Tongue;  thence  down  the  Tonjjueti) 
Pumpkin  Creek;  thence  across  th«^  ridge  between  Pumpkin  and  Mizpah 
(Greeks;  then  to  the  Powder;  and  thence  down  the  Powder  to  a  point 
about  eifrhteen  miles  from  the  Yellow^itone.  Uere  it  is  turned  to  theeiist. 
as  if  leading  to  Beaver  Creek  and  the  Little  Missouri.  It  wa«  still  several 
days  old.  Its  further  pursuit  would  take  us  almost  directly  away  from 
our  supplies,  and  it  was  thought  to  be  imprudent  to  enter  upon  the  country 
lying  between  the  Powder  and  Missouri  Rivers  without  the  full  amount 
uf  subsistence  which  our  pack-mules  could  carry.  Both  General  CrookV^ 
column  and  my  own  therefore  moved  on  the  17th  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Powder.  To  this  point  some  supplies  had  already  been  sent ;  but  of  the 
subsistence  sent,  some  had  been  consumed  by  General  Mile^'s  troops^ 
and  there  was  a  deficiency  of  forage.  Hitherto  the  aninials  of  both 
(jcneral  Crook's  column  and  my  own  had  been  entirely  dependent  on ^ 
grass.  Many  of  thefu  had  become  very  weak,  and  a  supply  of  gi-ain  for 
them  had  l)ccou\vi  a  li^te^'^W^ .    V  \XiVi\vilQY^  determined  to  remain  at  the 
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month  of  the  Powder  until  supplies  could  be  brought  by  boat  from  the 
Rosebud  depot.  The  boat  arrived  on  the  23d.  General  Crook's  troops 
were  immediately  supplied,  and  he  commenced  his  march  up  the  Powder 
on  the  24th. 

My  own  column,  increased  by  four  of  Colonel  Miles's  companies,  under 
himself,  received  supplies  on  the  24th,  and  marched  on  the  25th. 

While  at  the  mouth  of  the  Powder  I  received  repeated  report*  of  the 
appearance  ot  hostile  Indians  about  Glendive  Creek  and  on  the  Lower 
Yellowstone.  No  one  of  these  reports  taken  by  itself  would  have  justi- 
liecl  any  departure  from  the  plan  that  both  General  Crook's  force  and 
my  own  should  contiuue  to  pursue  the  trail  which  we  had  hitherto  fol- 
lowed, though  the  cumulative  effect  of  them  had  been  to  make  it  doubt- 
ful whether  it  would  not  be  better  policy  to  throw  my  own  column  to  the 
left  bank  of  the  Yeliowstone. 

At  the  close  of  our  march  on  the  25th,  however,  I  received  dispatches 
giving  further  information  of  a  similar  character,  which  seemed  to  be 
sufficient  to  determine  the  question,  and  therefore  the  column,  on  the 
26th,  changed  its  direction,  and  marched  for  the  mouth  of  O'Fallon's 
Creek. 

It  seemed  that  the  retreat  of  the  Sioux  could  not  be  indefinitely  pro- 
longed to  the  east.  In  that  direction  there  was  no  refuge  for  them. 
They  must,  therefore,  turn  to  the  north  or  the  south.  If  they  turned  to 
the  south,  unless  they  should  succeed  in  eluding  a  pursuing  force,  they 
unist  be  driven  into  the  agencies.  At  the  north  they  had  a  secure  asy- 
lum beyond  the  Canadian  line.  It  was  known  that  a  well-established 
and  much-used  trail  leads  from  the  fords  of  the  Lower  Yellowstone  to  the 
Dry  Fork  and  to  the  Missouri  at  Fort  Peck,  and  it  was  determined  to 
push  to  the  north  until  that  trail  should  be  reached. 

Before  parting  with  General  Crook,  it  was  arranged  that  suj)plies 
should  be  placed  at  the  mouth  of  Glendive  Creek,  and  should  be  at  bis 
disposal  should  the  trail  lead  him  in  that  direction,  and  that  in  any 
event  he  should  communicate  with  me  there. 

On  the  27th  my  own  column  crossed  the  Yellowstone  and  made  a  short 
march.  Our  line  of  march  on  the  27th,  28th,  and  21)rh  lay  up  Bail 
Route  Creek.  In  the  forenoon  of  the  21)th  the  column  was  close  to  the 
base  of  the  high  and  rugged  ridge  which  divides  the  waters  of  the 
Missouri  from  the  waters  of  the  Yellowstone.  From  this  point  the 
battalion  of  the  Second  Cavalry,  under  Captain  Ball,  was  sent  tbrward 
with  instructions  to  examine  the  country  as  far  north  as  the  sources  of 
the  stream  Howing  into  the  Missouri  for  the  trail  which  we  were  seek- 
ing. The  main  column  then  turned  eastward,  skirting  the  base  of  the 
ridge  for  the  pur|)ose  of  finding  water.  In  the  forenoon  of  the  3oth 
Captain  Ball,  with  his  battalion,  returned.  He  had  found  the  great  trail, 
but  there  were  no  indications  that  it  had  been  used  since  early  in  the 
summer.  Before  Captain  Ball's  return  a  detachment  of  Indian  scouts 
was  pushed  on  to  Three  Tree  Creek  to  search  for  trails.  It  returned  at 
evening,  having  found  nothing.  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  31st  Major 
Ilencj,  with  the  whole  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry  and  a  detachment  of 
scouts,  was  directed  to  make  a  recounoissance  from  our  camp  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Yellowstone.  He  was  instructed  to  proceed  with  his  reg- 
iment to  a  point  on  the  river  forty  or  fifty  miles  below  Glendive,  and  to 
send  his  scouts  thence  to  the  Missouri.  The  main  column  then  UKHed 
down  Turtle  Creek,  and  reached  the  Yellowstone  at  Glendive  late  in  the 
day.  On  the  2d  of  Se[)teml>er  Major  Keno  repiuted  that  his  scouts  had 
pushed  through  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  but  had  fouud  v\v>  Vvd:\\,  Vvvh 
was  thereupon  ordered  to  rejoin  the  column.    T\i^  uiO\'Vi\i\^\i\»  Xk>  \\i^\v\\» 
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liank  of  the  Yellowstone  had  therefore  failed  to  produce  the  hoped-for 
ivsults.  it  is  now  known,  however,  that  the  reasoning  which  led  to  its 
adoption  was  correct.  The  Sioux  had  crossed  the  river  in  considerable 
numbers,  but  they  had  divided  into  numerous  small  parties  and  had 
burned  the  country  behind  them,  leaving  no  traces  of  their  passage. 

On  the  26th  of  August  I  received  from  the  Lieutenant-General  a  dis- 
patch, informing  me  that  it  had  been  determined  to  hold  the  Yellowstone 
Valley  during  the  coming  winter,  and  for  this  i»urpose  to  put  fifteen 
hundred  men,  including  a  regiment  of  cavalry,  in  cantonment,  at  or  Dear 
the  mouth  of  Tongue  Kiver. 

in  thisdis|)atch  1  was  directed  to  send  the  Fifth  Infantry,  under  Colonel 
]\liles,  and  the  battalion  of  the  Twenty-second  Infantry,  under  Lien 
tenant  Colonel  Otis,  to  Tongue  River,  as  soon'as  they  should  return  to 
the  mouth  of  the  Rosebud.  This  order  could  not  be  literally  fulfilled, 
for,  though  the  column  had  returned  to  the  Yellowstone,  it  was  not  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Rosebud,  and  it  manifestly  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  Lieutenant  General  to  withdraw  the  troops  from  the  field  so  early  in 
the  season.  After  receiving  this  dispatch  I  went  in  person  to  Wolf 
Kapids,  below  the  mouth  ot  the  Powder,  and  found  there  three  ste^im- 
ers  loaded  with  su[»plies,  upon  one  of  which  were  two  additional  com- 
panies of  the  Fifth  Infantry,  un<ler  Lieutenant  Colonel  Whistler.  I  di 
rected  Colonel  Whistler  to  proceed  on  his  steamer  (the  Josephine)  to 
Tongue  River  and  commence  building  huts.  The  water  was  very  low 
on  the  rapids,  but  the  Josephine  ascended  them  and  proceeded  on  her 
voyage;  The  master  of  each  of  the  other  steamers  refused  to  attempt 
the  rapids,  for  the  reason  that  there  was  not  enough  water  upon  them 
for  his  boat.  1  therefore  directed  that  their  freight  should  be  unloaded, 
hauled  around  the  rapids,  and  transferred  to  the  Far  West,  which  was 
still  in  the  upper  river. 

When  we  arrived  at  Gleudive,  on  the  31st  of  August,  we  found  that 
the  water  in  the  river  was  much  lower  than  when  we  crossed  it  at  O'Fal- 
lon's  Creek.  The  Far  West  ha<l  come  out  of  the  upper  river  and  bjid 
gone  to  Fort  Buford.  One  boat  with  supplies  was  at  Gleudive,  but  was 
unable  to  go  farther. 

On  the  2d  of  September  information  was  received  that  three  boats, 
with  supplies  for  the  troops  in  the  field  and  for  the  cantonment  on  tin' 
Tongue,  were  aground  eighteen  miles  below  Gleudive,  and  must  be  par 
tially  unloaded  befoie  they  could  reach  even  the  latter  place. 

It  thus  became  evident  that  the  Yellowstone  could  not  be  depended 
upon  as  a  line  of  supjdy  for  the  cantonrnent,  and  that  more  than  ordi 
iiary  activity  would  be  required  to  get  the  needed  stores  up  by  land. 
The  establishment  of  the  cantonment,  as  directed  by  the  Lieutenant-Gen 
eral,  was  manifestly  of  i)ai amount  importance.  It  promised  results  in 
the  future  of  far  greater  imjmrtiince  than  any  which  we  could  ho|)e  to 
obtain  by  continuing  field  operations,  it  was  more  than  questionable 
whether  the  trooj)s  then  in  the  field  could  be  fed,  and  at  the  same  tiuje 
a  winter's  sup|)ly  of  subsistence  at  Tongue  River  be  accumulated. 

On  the  3d  of  September  I  receiver!  a  dispatch  frotn  General  Crook, 
dated  Beaver  ('reek,  opposite  Sentinel  Buttes,  September  2d,  inforoiin;' 
me  that  he  had  followed  the  trail  to  that  point,  and  that  there  it  bad 
divided ;  that  the  Sioux  had  broken  into  small  parties,  and  had  dispersed. 

In  view  of  all  these  facts  and  considerations,  on  the  5th  of  September 
it  was  determined  to  break  up  the  column,  send  the  troops  to  tbeir 
posts,  and  devote  all  our  land  transportation  to  the  task  of  supplying 
the  cantonmeut.  Co\o\ie\  M.vk^.>  vrltli  that  portion  of  his  regiment  which 
Ii  .d  beeu  with  l\ie  coVvimvi,  «lti^  X*^^  ^\(W\}vft\\^  ^^\x!k\s'&>\\s^^Aj:Uich  bad 
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reacbed  biin  from  Biiford,  bad  already,  on  tbe  3d,  been  sent  to  Tongue 
River,  and  orders  were  now  given  to  Colonel  Gibbon  to  return  to  Mon- 
tana witb  tbe  battalions  ot*  the  Second  Calvary  and  Seventh  lutantry. 
Tbe  companies  of  the  Twenty -second  Infantry,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Otis,  were  assigned  to  the  duty  of  guarding  the  supplies  which  bad 
arrrved  and  were  to  arrive  at  Glendive,  and  ot  furnishing  escorts  for  the 
trains  going  thence  to  the  cantonment.  The  two  companies  of  the 
Seventeenth  Infantry,  under  Captain  Sanger,  were  directed  to  remain  at 
tbe  de[)ot  at  tlie  mouth  of  tbe  Powder  until  all  the  stores  there  should 
have  been  sent  to  the  Tongue,  and  then  to  assist  in  escorting  trains. 

The  Seventh  Cavalry  and  Moore's  battalion  of  the  Sixth  Infantry,  all 
under  Mnjor  Ileiio,  were  placed  en  route  for  Fort  Buford ;  but,  in  view 
of  the  possibility  that  General  Crook  might  yet  push  some  of  the  Sionx 
toward  the  Yellowstone,  Major  Reno  was  directed  to  occupy  temporarily 
tbe  north  bank  of  the  river  in  such  manner  as  to  prevent  any  consider- 
able body  of  Indians  from  crossing  it.  These  dispositions  having  been 
iiiade,  I  went  in  person  to  Fort  Buford. 

On  the  9tli,  information  was  received  at  Buford  that  a  considerable 
number  of  Sioux  bad  crossed  an<l  were  crossing  the  Missouri,  at  Wolf 
Point,  about  eighty-live  miles  by  land  above  Buford. 

Major  Reno,  in  obedience  to  instructions  sent  to  him,  immediately 
collected  bis  force  and  made  a  very  rapid  march  to  Wolf  Point;  but 
when  he  arrived  there  the  Sioux  had  effected  a  crossing,  and  were  so 
far  on  their  way  to  the  Canadian  line,  distant  but  sixty  miles,  that  it 
was  thought  to  be  useless  to  pursue  them.  The  Seventh  Cavalry  was 
therefore  ordered  to  Fort  Lincoln,  and  the  companies  of  the  Sixth 
Infantry  were  directed  to  proceed  to  their  respective  posts. 

Early  in  October  I  received  instructions  from  the  Lieutenant-General 
to  dismount  and  disarm  the  Indians  at  Standing  Rock  and  at  Cheyenne 
agency.  In  pursuance  of  these  instructions,  a  force  of  nearly  twelve 
hundred  men  was  organized  at  Fort  Lincoln  under  Col.  S.  D.  Sturgis, 
Seventh  Cavalry.  It  consisted  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  three  compa- 
nies of  infantry,  and  a  section  of  artillery.  It  was  divided  into  two 
parts,  one  of  which,  consisting  of  four  companies  of  cavalry  under 
Major  Reno,  marched  by  tbe  right  bank  of  the  Missouri  to  Standing 
Kock,  and  reported  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carlin,  Seventeenth  Infantry, 
tbe  commanding  officer  of  that  post,  who,  w  ith  bis  own  garrison  and 
Reno's  troops,  dismounted  tbe  Indians  on  that  bank  of  tbe  river.  The 
other  portion,  under  Colonel  Sturgis  in  person,  moved  on  the  left  bank. 
It  reached  the  camps  on  that  bank  at  the  same  time  that  Major  Reno 
arrived  on  the  other  side,  and  was  equally  successful  in  accomplishing 
the  object  of  the  movement.  Not  a  shot  was  lired  and  no  violence  was 
used. 

.  Colonel  Sturgis's  column  then  inarched  on  Cheyenne  agency,  to  which 
place  "three  companies  of  infantry  from  the  garrison  of  Fort  Sully  were 
also  brought,  reporting  to  Lieut.  Col.  George  P.  Buell,  Eleventh  In- 
fantry, the  commander  of  the  post.  This  display  of  force  was  quite 
sufficient  to  effect  our  object,  and  the  Indians  quietly  surrendered  their 
arms  and  their  animals.  About  nine  bundretl  ponies  from  Cheyenne 
agency  and  about  twelve  hundred  from  Standing  Rock  are  now  on 
their  way  to  this  place,  where  they  will  be  sold.  Without  doubt  many 
more  will  be  obtained  from  ludians  who  will  come  in  to  tbe  agencies  for 
food  during  the  coming  winter.  The  money  produced  by  tbe  sale  of 
these  ponies  will  be  used  to  purchase  cows  and  working-oxen  for  the 
Indians. 

While  preparatiofl-s  were  making  for  d\amo\xul\ti%«Ai^i  v^v3«ctm\\i^SX^^ 
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agency  Indiaus,  events  of  great  importance  were  taking  place  on  the 
Yellowstone.  On  the  10th  of  October,  Capt.  C.  W.  Miner,  Twenty- 
second  Infantry,  with  four  companies  of  his  regiment,  escorting  ninety- 
four  wagons,  started  from  Glendive  Creek  for  the  cantonment  at  Tongue 
River.     He  made  during  the  day  a  march  of  fourteen  miles. 

At  five  o'clock  in  the  evening  he  went  into  camp.  At  three  o'clock  in 
th|3  morning  of  the  11th  a  party  of  Indians  attacked  the  camp,  and 
during  the  skirmish  which  ensued,  forty-seven  males  of  the  trains 
escaped  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians. 

At  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  11th,  Captain  Miner  again 
moved  forward,  but  after  a  march  of  about  eight  miles,  during  which  the 
Ii\dian8  constantly  skirmished  with  his  rear-guard,  he  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  safety  of  the  valuable  train  in  his  charge  required  him 
to  return  to  Glendive.  He  therefore  retraced  his  steps,  reaching  the 
last-named  place  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night.  Captain  Miners  rei)ortof 
this  aflFair  is  appended. 

Lieut.  Col.  E.  S.  Otis,  Twenty  second  Infantry,  the  commanding  offi- 
cer at  Glendive,  immediately  re-organized  the  train,  increased  its  escort 
to  five  companies  of  infantry,  counting  one  hundred  and  eight^^-tive  rifles, 
took  command  of  it  in  person,  and  on  the  16th  started  for  Tongue  Kiver. 
His  formal  report  of  the  operations  of  his  column  has  been  delayed  or 
lost  in  the  mail,  but  from  a  verbal  report  made  by  him  to  the  a<ljutaDt- 
genernl  of  the  department  it  appears  that  he  was  successfully  engaged 
with  the  Sioux  for  two  days ;  that  he  punished  them  severely,  so  severely 
that  they  sued  for  peace,  and  promised  that  after  going  to  Fort  Peck  to 
trade  they  would  go  to  Tongue  Kiver  and  surrender  themselves  there. 
These  terms  were  consented  to  by  Colonel  Otis,  and  the  Indians  with 
drew.     I  shall  forward  Colonel  Otis's  report  as  soon  as  it  is  received. 

At  about  the  same  time,  though  upon  what  day  I  am  unable  to  say, 
for  Colonel  Miles  has  omitted  all  dates  in  his  report.  Colonel  Miles,  hav- 
ing received  information  that  Sitting  Bull  was  about  to  cross  the  Yel- 
lowstone and  go  to  the  Dry  Fork  of  the  Missouri  for  the  purpose  of 
hunting  buffalo,  moved  from  Tongue  River  with  the  Fifth  Infantry 
with  the  design  of  intercepting  or  following  him.  When  on  Custer's 
Creek  he  received  news  ot  the  attack  on  Captain  Miner's  train  and  of 
Colonel  Otis's  engagement.  Moving  in  a  northeasterly  direction  from 
Custer's  Creek  he  was  approaching  tlie  Sioux  camp,  when  a  flag  of  truce 
appeared  and  was  received.  Two  conferences  between  Colonel  Miles 
and  Sitting  Bull  followed.  The  Indians  were  informed  of  the  terms 
upon  which  alone  they  could  surrender.  These  terms  were  not  accepted, 
and  an  engagement  followed;  an  engagement  of  which  the  result  was 
the  complete  discomfiture  of  the  Indians,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  driven 
aci'oss  the  Yellowstone,  abandoning  in  their  flight  tons  of  dried  meat, 
lodge-poles,  travois,  camp  equipages,  ponies,  and  broken-down  cavalry 
horses.  Sitting  Bull,  with  about  thirty  lodges,  escaped  to  the  north 
ward.  Colonel  Miles  estimates  the  number  of  Indians  engaged  at  one 
thousand. 

On  the  27th  of  October  four  principal  chiefs  and  one  head-warrior  of 
the  hostile  bands  surrendered  themselves  to  Colonel  Miles,  and  agreed 
to  conduct  their  bands  to  Cheyenne  agency  and  there  remain  at  peace, 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Government. 

It  was  understood  also  that  they  would,  on  arrival,  give  up  their  arms 
and  horses.  Five  days  were  allowed  the  Indians  to  obtain  meat,  and 
thirty  days  to  make  the  journey  to  the  agency.  The  chiefs  and  head 
warrior  above  me\\t\ot\ed,^\io\^\)\^^^xv\>l\\ei  Mumeconjou  and  Sans  Arc 
tribes,  placed  t\iem»^\\es»  m  X\i^  ^i^\i^'e»  ^1  n\\^  m^\\a\^  ^^i^i\^Riv^<dft&  as 
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hostages  for  the  faithful  falfilhneut  of  this  agreement,  and  have  been 
sent  to  Cheyenne  agency  under  guard.  Colonel  flazen,  Sixth  Infantry, 
commanding  Fort  Buford,  acting  upon  information  received  by  him  of 
tbe  movement  of  hostile  Indians  toward  Fort  Peck,  proceeded  to  that 
point  with  four  companies  of  his  regiment,  arriving  November  1.  A 
considerable  body  of  Uncapapas,  representing  one  hundred  and  eight- 
een lodges,  had  come  to  the  agency  for  supplies,  but  on  receipt  of  news 
of  Hazen's  approach  had,  on  tbe  day  before  his  arrival,  tied  southward 
across  the  Missouri  River.  Some  disabled  horses  and  personal  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  and  captured  in  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Custer-'s  fight,  were  left  behind  by  the  Indians. 

The  information  obtained  by. Colonel  Hazen  goes  to  show  that  these 
Indians  are  in  a  state  of  extreme  destitution.  It  is  said  that  tbey  went 
out  last  spring  with  one  thousand  good  lodges,  of  wbicb  not  one  now 
remains  in  their  possession ;  their  ponies  are  so  reduciMl  in  condition 
that  it  is  doubtful  if  they  can  be  wintered;  they  are  without  food  or 
ammunition. 

It  would  seem  from  this  statement,  which  is  fully  corroborated  by  the 
observation  of  Colonel  Miles,  that  Sitting  Ball's  following  is  in  a  help- 
less condition  ;  and  that  a  firm  adherence  to  the  policy  adopted,  of  pre- 
venting theui  from  getting  ammunition,  and  requiring  the  surrender  of 
arms  and  horses  as  the  essential  condition  upon  whicli  they  can  receive 
snpplies  of  food,  will,  during  the  coming  winter,  force  them  into  subjec- 
tion. 

The  reports  of  Colonels  H;izen  and  Miles,  relative  to  the  matters  last 
mentioned,  are  hereto  api)ended. 

Verv  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  FL  TERRY, 

Brigadier-  General. 

Adjutant  General 

Of  the  Military  Diriaion  of  the  Missouri^  Chicago^  III. 


•3  A.-REPORT  OF  GENERAL  GIBBON. 

HEAlXiUARTERS   DiSTKICT  OF   MONTANA, 

Fort  67mtt>,  MontanUy  Orlober  17, 1876. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  suhmit  the  fi>llowing  report,  of  the  itiiliturv  operations  o" 
the  troops  nnder  my  command  diiriuj;  the  past  Hprintr  and  .sinnmer : 

In  accordance  with  telegraphic  instruction  from  tlie  hrijj;adier  jjeneral  commanding 
tlie  department,  five  compani«'S  of  the  Seventh  Infantry  left  Fort  Shaw  on  the  17lh  of 
March,  and  proceeded  toward  Fort  Ellis. 

The  gronnd  was  covered  with  a  heavy  snow  and  the  roads  a  mnss  of  nind  and  slush, 
but  the  command  made  good  time  and  reached  Fort  Ellis  on  the  26t\\,  a  distance  of  183 
miles.  In  the  mean  time,  one  company  of  the  Seventh  (Clili'jrd's)  had  l)e  )\\  ordered  to 
march  from  Caujp  Baker,  and  the  snow  heing  too  <leep  id  the  direct  roa<l  to  Fort  Ellis, 
Captain  Clifford  dug  his  way  through  snow-drifts  to  the  Missouri  River  and  reached 
Fort  Ellis  on  the  2'id  (»f  March.  From  that  point  he  was  instructed  hy  telegraph  to 
proc^d  ^  an  escort  to  our  supply-train  as  far  as  the  new  Crow  agency. 

The  hattalion  of  the  Seventh  Infantry  from  Fort  Shaw,  under  command  of  Captain 
Freeman,  left  Fort  Ellis  on  the  30th  of  March,  and  on  the  1st  of  April  tlu*.  four  compa- 
fiiee  of  the  Second  Cavalry  left  the  post  nnder  command  of  Captain  Thompson. 
Major  Brishin,  although  on  crutches  from  rheunuitism,  and  unahle  to  mount  a  horse, 
inhisted  so  strongly  upon  accompanying  the  ex:pediiion  that  I  consented  to  his  going, 
althoagh  he  was  ohliged  to  travel  in  an  amhulance. 

The  road  over  the  divide,  hetween  Fort  Ellis  and  the  Yellowstone  River,  wjvs  in  an 
almost  impassable  condition,  and  to  add  to  our  ditficnlties  a  furious  snow-storm  set  in 
on  tbe  Hd  of  April,  and  it  was  midnight  on  the  4th  before  our  tivvvw  ^vvviviv.ys.yvVvA  \\\  ^vA.- 
tin^  across  and  reaching  Shhkh  River,  a  distance  o{  tV\\tt^^  vwW^j^.    Vvv\\\\  \\\v^\»6  >^xvi 
cavalry  aod  wagon-train  was  pushed  down  the  river  a^lot  \Ai^  \v\^viL\iU'S  A^^'^^^^  ^'^ 
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YellowRtone  twice,  and  overtook  Captain  Freeman's  command  in  camp  on  tbe  riTer 
opposite  the  new  agency  on  the  7th.  On  the  8th  I  proceeded  to  the  aj^ency,  18  milw, 
h«ld  a  conncil  with  the  Crows  the  next  day,  and  the  day  after  (10th)  enlisted  2n  of 
them  as  scouts.  Lieutenant  Jacohs  havin);  arrived  with  wagons,  our  supplies  w«« 
loaded  np  to  transfer  them  to  the  north  bank  of  the  Yellowstone. 

Clittbrd*8  company  having  left  the  agency  the  day  before,  (9tb,)  on  the  11th  the  train 
vrsM  started  in  a  furious  snow-Htorin  which  bad  rngcd  all  night,  and,  pulling  for  apart 
of  the  way  through  snow  two  feet  deep,  reached  the  point  selected  for  our  depot;  tin? 
conimaud  in  the  mean  tinit)  having  marched  there. 

Haying  established  the  supply  camp,  and  left  "A"  Company  (Logan's)  in  charge  of 
it,  the  couiuiand  resumed  the  march  down  the  river  on  the  13th.  The  ground,  however, 
i^as  very  soft,  and  our  heavilj'^-loaded  wagons  m;ide  but  slow  progress,  but  after  ford- 
ing the  Yellow8tO!ie  four  times  we  reached  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Pease  on  the  20th.  Tbe 
next  day  I  received  a  dispatch  from  the  department  commander  to  pn>ceed  no  farther 
than  the  mouth  of  the  liig  Horn  for  the  present,  and  placed  the  conimand  alongside  of 
Fort  Pease.  On  the  12:UI,  Capraiu  Freeman's  company  was  sent  back  with  the  wagou- 
train  to  brine  up  the  supplies  ;  and  on  the  24th  Captain  Bal',  with  two  comimuiesof 
the  Second  Cavalry,  was  started  on  a  scout  to  old  Fort  C.  F.  8uiith.  He  returned  by 
the  way  of  the  Little  Big  Ht»ru  and  Jallock's  Fork  on  the  1st  of  May  without  haviDg 
seen  any  signs  of  Indians.  Captain  Freeman,  with  Logan's  company  and  our  train, 
got  back  on  the  8th  «  f  May,  ai  d  on  the  10th  the  march  d*>wn  the  river  was  resumed 
with  the  coubolidated  conimand,  and  all  our  supplies  in  the  train. 

Up  t-o  the  ."^d  of  May  we  had  seen  no  sign  of  Indians,  but  on  the  morning  of  that 
day  the  ponies  of  the  Crow  scouts,  which  had  been  carelessly  permitted  to  roam  ai 
large,  were  found  to  be  missing,  together  with  two  animals  belonging  to  one  of  our 
guides,  and  the  eigns  denionsi rated  the  fact  that  a  war  party  had  been  in  our  vicinity. 

On  the  14th  we  went  into  camp  near  the  Little  Porcupine,  (Table  Creek  of  Lewis 
and  Clarke,)  where  we  were  visited  by  a  territic  storm  of  bail  and  rain  which  rendered 
the  prairies  impassable  for  our  wagons  and  detained  us  till  the  20tb.  Scont«  had  been 
sent  out  constantly,  not  only  on  the  north  side  toward  the  mouth  of  Tongue  River,  but 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Yellowstone.  These  reported  seeing  various  war  parties  of 
Sioux,  and  finally  the  smoke  of  a  camp  on  the  Rosebud  about  thirty-five  miles  from 
us.  With  the  design  of  striking  this  camp  and  surprising  it  by  a  night  march,  I  at- 
tempted to  cross  the  Yellowstone  on  the  17th,  but  that  river  had  become  a  rapid  tomsnt, 
and  after  drowning  four  of  our  horses  in  attempting  to  get  them  across,  the  effort  was 
abandoned.  On  the  20th,  our  scouts  having  reported  a  large  body  of  Indians  moving 
toward  the  mouth  of  the  Rosebud  with  an  evident  design  of  crossing  the  Yellowstone, 
I  moved  with  the  whole  of  the  command,  except  Kirtland^s company,  hastily  down  tbe 
river  and  camped  for  the  night  below  the  mouth  of  the  Rosebud,  but  saw  no  Indians 
and  the  next  day  brought  Captain  Kirtland's  company  and  the  train  down  to  tbe  new 
position. 

On  the  2'M  Lieutenant  English,  with  I  Company,  Seventh  Infantry,  and  Lieutenant 
Roe^s  Company  F,  Second  Cavalry,  to  accompany  it  a  part  of  the  way,  was  started  back  to 
mtet  and  escort  in  a  contract-train,  bringing  us  supplies  from  Fort  Ellis.  The  nioiniuK 
the  escort  left  (23d)  two  soldiers  and  a  citizen  teamster,  while  bunting  in  the  hills  a  few 
miles  from  camp,  were  murdered  by  Indians,  who,  however,  rapidly  disappeare<l  Iwfote 
a  scouting  party  of  two  couipau'es,  under  Captain  Ball,  sent  after  them.  On  the  27th 
I  staited  a  dispatch  for  the  department  commander  down  the  river  in  a  small  boat  iu 
charge  of  Privates  Evans  and  Stewart,  Company  E,  Seventh  Infantry,  and  Scout  Wil- 
liamson, the  two  soldiers  having  volunteered  for  the  service;  and  the  next  day  I  received 
the  department  commander's  dispatch  of  the  15tb  instant,  directing  me  to  march  at 
once  for  the  stockade  above  Glendive  Creek,  cross  the  Yellowstone,  and  move  out  ea^st- 
ward  to  meet  liini.  Captain  Sanno,  Seventh  Infantry,  with  two  companies — his  own 
and  Lieutenant  KoeV,  Second  Cavalry — was  at  once  started,  with  all  our  wagons  under 
charge  of  Lieutenant  Jacobs,  regimental  quartermaster  Seventh  Infantry,  back  to 
lighten  the  contract-train  and  hurry  it  forward;  and  on  the  4th  of  June  it  reached 
camp  alter  a  rapid  march  in  spite  of  a  furious  storm  of  snow  and  sleet,  which  raged 
all  day  <»n  the  Ist.  The  next  day  (5th)  the  march  was  resumed  down  the  river,  bnt 
we  Were  delayed  by  steep  hills  an<l  ruijged  country,  and  iu  four  days  made  only  57 
miles,  which  brought  us  about  17  miles  below  the  month  of  T<mgiie  River.  That  night 
(8th)  I  leceived  by  scouts  the  department  commander's  dispatch  of  that  day  from  Powder 
River,  and  the  next  morning  met  him  on  the  steamboat  Far  West  a  few  miles  below 
our  camp.  In  accordance  with  his  instructions  the  connnand  was  at  once  prepared  t-o 
move  up  the  river  again,  but  a  furious  rain-storm  that  afternoon  delayed  the  move- 
nieit  by  converting  the  alkali  Hats  surrounding  us  into  impassable  ground.  The  cav- 
aliy,  however,  got  oil*  on  the  afternoon  of  the  10th  and  the  infantry  the  next  day,  and 
after  a  march  oi  oO  miles  was  again  concentrated  in  camp  below  the  mouth  of  the  Rose- 
bud on  the  14th.  On  the  l^th  Major  Reno,  with  a  force  of  cavalry,  arrived  opposite 
our  camp  after  a  scowt  on  VowAc^t,  Toxi^m^,  and  Rosebud  Rivers,  during  which  he 
reported  he  bad  Bceu  uo  \\iOL\a\i&,  ajvvi  \Ax^  w^i-sX.  ^ivc^V^k  ^\»^^^Cs.^<J).<ivi>?^\s.\\5«,  river. 
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A  cavalry  sc^ot  up  the  river  baviDgrep^rt^il  the  s'ulo  streams  almost  impassable,  by 
reason  of  floods  from  recent  rains,  I  starred  Captain  Freeman  with  three  companies  of 
infantry  on  the  *2l8t,  np  the  road  t<>  build  bridges.  General  Terry  reaching  the  camp 
by  steamer  shortly  att^-rward,  the  wh»>le  command  wa^i  started  np  the  river.  I,  at  his 
reqnest,  accompanied  him  on  the  Far  West,  for  the  pnrpuse  of  couferrinj;  with  Lien- 
teuant-Culonel  Cu»ter,  who  reached  a  point  on  the  opiM>sile  side  of  the  river  with  the 
whole  of  the  Seventh  Cavalrv  that  afternoon. 

That  eveniu«5  the  plan  of  o)>eration8  \%*as  a«;ree<l  npon  Lientenant-Colonel  Cnster, 
with  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  was  to  pnKJfed  np  the  Rosebnd  till  he  struck  an  Indian 
trail,  discovered  during  Major  Reno's  sctmt.  As  my  scouts  had  recently  reported 
smoke  on  the  Little  Big  Horn,  the  presence  of  an  Indian  camp  some  distance  up  that 
stream  was  inf»  rred. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Custer  was  instructed  to  keep  constantly  feeling  towartl  his 
left,  well  np  towanl  the  mountains,  so  as  to  prevent  the  Imliaus  escaping  in  that 
direction,  and  to  strike  the  Little  Big  Horn,  if  passible,  abore  (scuith  of)  the  supposed 
location  of  the  camp,  while  my  command  was  to  march  up  the  Yellowstone  to  the 
month  <»f  the  Big  Horn,  there  to  be  ferried  across  by  the  steamer,  then  to  move  np  the 
Big  Horn  to  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Big  Horn,  and  up  that  stivam,  with  the  hope  of 
getting  the  camp  between  the  two  fore  s  As  it  would  take  my  command  three  days 
to  n  ach  the  month  of  the  Big  Horn,  and  j>rohal»ly  a  day  to  cross  it  over  the  Yellow- 
stone, besides  two  more  to  reach  the  niouih  of  the  Little  Big  Horn,  and  Lieuteuant- 
Coloiiel  Custer  had  the  shorter  line  over  which  to  operate,  the  department  comumnder 
8tron«;ly  impressed  up(in  him  the  propriety  of  not  press  ri;;  his  march  too  rapidly.  He 
got  ott  wilh  his  regiment  at  1*2  o'clock  the  next  tlay,  ("ii*!.)  three  Gatling  guns,  under 
Lieutenant  Low.  Twentieth  Infantry,  being  <U*tacheil  ivu\\\  his  r^'giment  and  sent  to 
join  my  command.  The  steamer  gor  away  at  4  o'clock  that  day,  and  reached  Fort 
Peas^  early  on  the  morning  of  the  '24th.  My  command,  except  the  train  and  Captain 
Kirtlaud's  company,  (B,  Seventh  Infantry,)  being  at  once  ferried  across,  was*,  that  eve- 
ning, moved  out  to  the  cn»ssing  of  TulKxk's  Fork.  I  did  not  accompany  it,  and  Gen- 
eral Terry  took  comnniTid  of  the  troops  in  person.  The  next  day  the  steamer  enteretl 
the  mouth  of  the  Big  Horn  and  pn»ceeded  np  that  stream. 

The  next  morning  rarly,  (*2ith,)  I  left  the  Far  \\  est  and  overtook  the  infantry  por- 
tion of  the  commaiK'y  General  Terry  h  iving  made  a  nigh'-  narch  with  the  cavalry 
a!id  Gatling  guns,  unti  later  in  the  day  that  portion  of  the  command  was  overtaken  ou 
a  high  ridge  overlooking  the  vallej'  of  the  Little  Big  Horn  near  its  mouth,  where,  by 
direction  of  General  Terry,  I  resumed  command  of  my  troops.  Shortly  afterward  our 
scouts  brought  in  news  that  they  had  encountered  some  Indians,  and,  giving  chase,  had 
run  them  across  the  Big  Horn.  They  had  dropped  articles  in  their  flight  which  proved 
them  to  be  Crows,  assigned  to  duty  with  Lientenant-Colonel  Custer\s  command.  They, 
having  discov«Te<l  that  thtir  pursuers  belonged  tc»  their  own  tribe,  refused  to  come  ba<k, 
and  called  acn»ss  the  river  that  Custer's  comma*<d  had  been  entirely  destroyed  by  the 
Sionx,  who  weie  chasing  the  soldiers  all  <»ver  the  counrry  and  killing  them.  We  now 
pushed  np  the  valley  of  the  Little  Big  Horti  as  rapidly  as  the  men  could  march,  large 
tires  being  seen  in  tlie  distance.  Ett'oris  were  made  to  coumninicate  wilh  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Custer  by  scouts,  but  our  Crow  interpreter  deserted  and  took  the  Crows  with 
him,  and  two  attempts  made  by  white  men  to  precede  the  comman<l  with  dispatches 
fiiiled,  the  scouts  in  both  cases  running  into  Indians.  As  we  proceeded  np  the  valley 
the  tires  increased  in  number  and  volume,  giving  rise  to  the  ini]u«ssion  that  Custer  h:ul 
captured  the  camp  and  destroyed  it.  The  Indi  .ns,  who  late  in  the  afternoon  remained 
in  sight  on  the  hills  in  frotit  of  us,  rather  militated  against  the  supposition,  however, 
antl  after  marching  unril  dark  we  halted  and  bivouaced  on  the  prairie. 

The  next  uiormng  the  march  wa^  resumetl,  and  after  proceeding  about  3  miles  we 
came  in  Might  of  a  large  deserted  In<lian  cam]),  in  which  two  teepies  were  still  stand- 
ing, and  tijese  were  found  to  contain  the  dead  bodies  of  Indians.  Many  lodge-poles 
were  still  standing,  and  the  quantity  of  property  scattered  about  testified  to  tht«  hasty 
departure  of  the  Indians.  Ourscouis  reported  only  a  few  scattering  horseuien  in  sight 
on  the  distant  hills.  We  continued  to  move  rapidly  forward,  still  uncertain  as  to  the 
fate  of  Custer's  command,  Captain  Bull's  company  about  a  mile  in  advanc<\  While 
passing  through  the  Indian  camp  a  re}»ort  nachcii  me  from  our  scouts  in  the  hills  to 
the  north  of  the  river  that  a  largenumbert)f  bodies  of  white  nn'U  had  been  discovered, 
and  sh(»rtly  afterward  Lieutenant  Brailley  came  in  with  the  infornnition  that  he  had 
counted  194  bodies  of  dead  s(ddiers.  All  doubt  that  a  serious  disaster  had  happene<l 
to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Custer's  command  now  vanished,  and  the  march  was  continued 
nn<ler  the  uncertaitity  as  to  whether  we  were  going  to  rescue  the  survivors  or  to  battle 
with  the  enetnv  who  had  annihilated  him.  At  lenjjth  we  cau^^ht  siirht  ot*  a  nmiiber  of 
animals  congregated  upon  the  slope  of  a  distant  hill,  and  ou  a  point  nearer  to  us  three 
horsemen  were  evidently  watching  ns.  After  Captain  Ball's  company  had  passed  them 
these  cautiously  approached  us,  our  troops  being  in  plain  sight  and  marching  in  two 
columns  abreast  of  each  other.  At  length,  being  convinced  we  were  friends,  they  cww\^ 
forward  more  rapidly  and  aouonuced  that  the  §cveut\i  CvwvvXt^^  \i\xvV  \i^\i\x  ^:.^^^.  Vv^  >^\s5k^vi%. 


474  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR. 

and  the  remnant.,  nncler  Major  Reno,  were  intrenched  in  the  blnflfs  close  by.    Commii- 
nication  \va8  now  M(x»n  opuiied  with  Major  Reno.     Hin  command  waH  found  intTeoebed 
upon  the  topH  of  K(;verul  ismiill  rid«{eH,  their  dead  and  living  horsen  l.vin<;  about  them, 
with  some  fifty   wonndtd  m»*n  lying  on  the  hot,  dnsty  hill-topa,  where,  until  about 6 
o'clock  on  th»;  evtMiing  hefurc,  th<\v  had  be«in   unahle   to  obtain  any  water  exceptit 
the  imminent  risk  of  life.     We  were  informed  that  in  this  8pt>t   they  had  been  sot- 
roundtnl  by  overwhelming  numbers  of  Indians  from   the  close  of  Major  Reno'»  chM^ 
on  the  25th  (about  2|  p.  m.)    until  alnmt  6  p.  m.  the  next  day,  the  Indians  poarioj; 
n{)on  them  all  that  time  a  v<;ry  close  and  almost  continuous  tire  frotu  the  Deighboho]; 
ridges,  8<u»ie  of  which  commanded  tho  position  in  reverse.     The  first  inquiry  made  was 
if  General  Custer  was  with  us,  and  the  command  api)eare<l  to  know  nothing  of  the  fate 
of  himself  and  that  portion  of  his  command  immediately  with  him  until  we  iufonued 
them  of  it.     As  described  to  us,  the  whole  movement  of  the  Indians  when  they  aban- 
doned  their  camp  was  visible  from  Major  Reno's  position,  and  the  last  iH>rtion  disap- 
peared in  the  hills  to  the  south  just  at  dusk  on  the  2Gth,  when  my  command  was  ^ 
miles  from  M;ijor  Ktuio's  position. 

My  counnand  was  at  once  placed  in  camp,  and  arrangements  made  trt  bring  d<»wn  and 
properly  care  for  tlie  sut^vring  wcmnded.  This  wasetfected  by  night-fall.  The  ueit 
day,  '28th,  Captain  Hall,  Second  Cavalry,  was  sent  out  with  his  company,  and  followtsl 
the  main  trail  some  ten  or  twelve  mih^s.  He  found  that  it  led  directly  south  toward 
the  Hig  Horn  Mouniaius,  and  in  returning  to  camp  he  discovered  a  large  fresh  trail 
leading  <lown  the  Little  Hig  Horn  toward  the  scene  of  the  battle.  The  day  was  occo- 
pied  in  burying  the  dead  and  in  constructing  litters  for  the  wounded.  lu  the  per- 
formance oi'  this  latter  duty  Lieut.  G.  C.  Doaue,  Second  Cavalry,  was  detailed  to  devise 
mule-litters,  and,  with  the  very  cnulest  material,  (cottouwood  poles,  raw-hide,  aoU 
ropes,)  made  some  six  or  eight.  But  the  mules,  when  attached  to  them,  proved  so  in- 
tractable that  the  attempt  was  abandoned,  and  hand-litters  of  lodge-poles  and  can- 
vas constructed.  With  these,  and  the  men  to  carry  them,  the  command  left  camp  »t 
suuHct  on  that  day.  The  movement,  however,  was  exceedingly  slow  and  tedious.  The 
whole  command,  afterward  assisted  by  two  companies  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  was 
used  by  relays,  and  it  was  long  pa.se  midnight  wheu  camp  was  reached,  at  a  distance 
of  four  and.one-half  miles. 

The  next  <lay  (21)rh)  was  occupied  in  destroying  the  large  quantity  of  property 
abandoned  by  the  Indians  in  their  hasty  flight.  An  immense  number  of  lodge-poles, 
robes,  and  dressed  skins,  pots,  kettles,  cups,  pans,  axes,  and  shovels,  were  found  ecat- 
tered  through  the  camp  and  along  the  trail  f(dlowed  by  the  Indians.  Our  progress 
with  the  hand-litters  having  proved  so  exceedingly  slow  and  te<lious  Lieutenant  Doane 
was  calle<l  upon  la  continue  the  construction  of  the  mule-litters,  and  by  selecting 
from  all  the  pack-mules  in  the  conniiand  he  succeeded  in  obtaining  fifty  gentle  enough 
for  the  service,  and  in  constructing  a  sutticieut  number  of  litters  to  carry  all  the 
wounded.  With  these  a  second  start  was  made  at  6  p.  m.,  with  the  expectation  of 
making  a  short  march.  But  the  litters  worked  so  admirably  as  to  call  forth  the  most 
unbounded  commendation  in  praise  of  the  skill  and  energy  displayed  by  Lieutenant 
Doane,  and  after  proceeding  a  few  miles  inforuiation  was  received  by  courier  that  the 
Far  West  was  waiting  for  us  at  the  mouth  of  the  Little  Big  Horn.  The  department 
commander  th<*refore  decided  to  continue  the  march  with  the  view  of  placing  the 
wounde<l  in  comfort  and  rest  as  soon  as  possible.  The  march  was  then  resumed,  bnt 
the  night  proved  <lark  and  stormy  and  thu  road  down  from  the  plateau  to  the  steamer 
nmgh  and  obscure,  so  that  it  Wiis  two  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  before  the 
wounded  were  safely  houseil  on  board  thn  boat.  This  was  done  without  a  single  acci- 
dent of  any  m<unent.  and  I  desire  to  invite  special  attention  to  the  invaluable  serv- 
ices of  Lieutenant  Doane  in  the  construction  of  the  requisite  litters  in  so  short » 
time  out  of  the  rmle  material  of  clumsy  pole-,  horse  raw-hide,  and  refractory  mul«*. 
But  for  his  energy,  skill,  and  contidence  our  sufiering  w^ounded  would  probably  have 
been  several  days  longer  ou  the  road. 

The  Far  West  left  that  day  for  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Horn,  which  point  I  reached 
with  the  command,  after  a  two  days'  march,  on  the  2d  of  July.  The  whole  command 
was  theu  ferried  across  the  Yellowstone  River  and  placed  in  camp.  Here  it  remained 
until  the  *J7th,  when,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  General  Terry,  it  was  transferred 
down  the  river  to  the  new  depot  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rosebud,  and  on  the  Ud  of  August 
mj*  portion  of  it  Wiis  ferried  across  the  Yellowstone,  preparatory  to  the  moveiueut  up 
the  Rosebud. 

The  troops  in  the  tield  were  now  re-organized,  and  I  was  assigned  to  the  command 
of  the  four  battalions  of  infantry  belonging  to  the  Fifth,  Sixth,  Seventh,  and  Twenty- 
second  Infantry.  On  the  8th  the  command  started  up  the  Rosebud,  but  the  road  was 
difticnlt,  reipiired  a  great  deal  of  work,  and  our  progress  was  slow. 

On  the  lOih  we  encountered  General  Crook's  command  coming  down,  and  the  next 
day  the  united  commands  started  with  pack-mules  on  the  Indian  trail  which  General 
Crook  was  following.  tVio  V>aU^\«T\  oi  \\\^Y\lW\\\\^wAx^  Vs^iuy;  sent  back  to  escort  onr 
supply- train  and  scowl  t\\vi  vVveT  W  ^t^n^wX. \XiCi  \\i^\^\v&  ^\<i^\wi{,\ft  xj^^^ssstN^v ^,1  vt»  In 
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the  midnt  of  vpry  heavy  rain  the  command  move<l  acroHS  to  Tongue  River,  down  that 
and  acnws  to  Powder  River,  and  down  that  to  its  luouth,  which  it  reached  on  the  17th. 
On  the  25th  uiy  command,  further  reduced  hy  the  detachment  of  the  Sixth  Infantry, 
started  up  Powder  Kiver  again,  hut  the  following  day,  on  information  that  the  Indians 
were  below  n«,on  the  Yellowstone,  we  retraced  our  steps,  and  marched  across  the 
country  to  a  point  on  the  river  near  0'FaUon*s  Creek,  and  the  day  following,  27th,  were 
ferried  across  the  Yellowstone  by  s'eamer.  That  night  the  whole  command  made  a 
night-march  to  the  north,  entering  upon  an  almost  entirely  unknown  country  without 
guides,  where,  for  the  m-xt  four  days,  our  movements  were  hampered  by  the  necessity 
lor  marching  toward  the  water-pools,  which  had  to  be  first  sought  for.  Our  general 
course,  however,  was  northwiird,  and  scouting  parties  sent  across  the  main  divide  and 
down  the  Yellowstone  having  demonstrate!  that  no  large  bodi«s  of  Indians  had  made 
their  way  north,  toward  the  Fort  Peck  agency,  the  command  came  in  agnin  to  the 
Yellowstone,  near  Gleiidive  Creek,  on  the  ^ilst. 

On  the  .'ith  of  September  1  received  orders  for  my  command  to  return  to  its  sta- 
tion in  Montana. 

Starting  on  the  fJth,  we  reached  our  wagon-train  a  few  miles  above  the  mouth  of 
Powder  River,  81  miles,  on  the  Uth,  and  placing  our  pack-mules  in  harness,  resumeil 
the  umrch  the  next  day.  On  the  I2th  we  reached  the  mouth  of  Tt>!igne  River,  and 
oil  the  17th  passed  Fort  Peas*}.  On  our  arrival  at  the  ujouth  of  Big  Timber,  on  the 
26tli,  the  command  was  ilivided,  the  cavalry  companies  nnder  Captain  Ball  marching 
to  Fort  Ellis,  and  the  in  tan  try  to  Camp  Baker,  via  the  forks  of  the  Muscleshell.  The 
cavalry  reached  Fort  Ellis  on  the  29th  of  September,  and  the  five  companies  of  the 
Seventh  Infantry  arrived  a^.  Fort  Shaw  on  the  6th  instant,  having  left  C  mipany  E 
(Clifford's'  at  Cauip  Baker  on  the  2«1.  I  preceded  the  civalry  into  Fort  Ellis,  and, 
having  arranged  for  the  muster-uut  and  payment  of  the  Crow  scouts,  returned  to  this 
|>o8t  on  the  4th  instant. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  cheerful  manner  in  which  the  whole  com- 
luand  performed  the  long  marches  and  arduous  duties  of  the  campaign.  Starting  out 
iu  the  depths  of  winter,  with  the  expectation  of  an  absence  of  two  or  three  months, 
they  submitted  to  the  tedious  delays, huig marches, ami  exp  'suresof  an  un]>recedentedly 
wet  ai|d  C(»ld  seast>n  during  six  months  with  a  soldierly  cheerfulness  worthy  of  the 
highest  praise. 

In  coucUnling  this  report  I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  sutrgestions : 

It  became  evident  during  the  campaign  that  we  were  attemj)iing  to  carry  on  opera- 
tious  in  an  extensive  region  of  something  like  four  or  five' hundred  miles  square  with 
iuadequate  means.  Had  we  been  called  upon  to  operate  against  only  the  Indians 
known  t(>  be  hostile,  any  one  of  the  three  coluums  sent  agaiuht  them  would  have  Weu 
amply  sufhcient  t*)  cope  with  any  force  likely  to  be  brought  against  it  ;  hut  when  the 
hostile  body  was  largely  re-enforced  by  accessions  fiom  the  various  agencies  where  the 
malcontents  were  doubtless  iu  many  cases  driven  to  despt-ntion  by  starvation  and  the 
heartless  frauds  perpetrated  upon  them,  the  problem  became  leas  simple,  and  when 
these  various  bauds  succeeded  in  finding  a  leader  who  possessed  the  tact,  courage,  and 
ability  to  concentrate  and  keep  together  so  large  a  force,  it  was  only  a  (jntstion  of 
time  as  t<»  when  one  or  other  of  the  exterior  columns  would  meet  with  a  check  from  tlie 
«»verwhelming  numbers  of  the  interior  bcxly.  The  first  information  we  had  of  the 
force  and  strategy  opposed  to  us  was  the  check  given  to  Custer's  colnmn,  resulting  in 
a  disaster  which  might  have  been  worse  but  for  the  timely  arrival  of  General  Terry's 
other  colnmn. 

The  inade(inate  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  troops  became  painfully  apparent  at  an 
early  day.  Operating  on  one  bank  of  a  deep  and  rapid  stream  for  a  <liNtance  of  several 
hundred  miles,  my  colnmn  was  entirely  without  the  means  of  crossing  to  the  other 
bank  to  strike  exposed  camps  of  the  hostile  bauds. 

Incumhered  with  heaviIy-loa<led  wagon-trains,  our  movements  were  necessarily 
slow,  and  when  we  did  cut  loose  from  these  our  cmly  means  of  transporting  supplies 
were  the  mules  taken  from  the  teams,  and  unbroken  to  packs,  unsuitahle  pack-sadtlles, 
aud  iuexperience<l  soldiers  as  packers.  These  latter  soon  learned  to  do  their  part  tid- 
erably  well,  but  at  the  expense  of  the  poor  animals,  whose  festering  sures  after  a  few 
days'  marching  appealed  not  only  to  feelings  of  humanity,  but  demonstrated  the  false 
economy  of  the  course  pursued. 

At  the  end  of  one  scout  with  pack-mules  most  of  our  animals  had  to  be  replaced  by 
others  from  the  train,  and  at  the  end  of  the  campaign  many  of  them  were  in  anything 
but  a  serviceable  condition  for  either  pack  or  draught  purposes.  The  contrast  betwt;eu 
the  mobility  of  our  force  and  that  of  General  Crook's  was  very  marked,  especially  for 
rapid  movements.  General  Crook's  well-organized  pack-train,  with  trained  nuiles  aud 
its  corps  of  competent  packers,  nmved  almost  independently  of  the  column  of  troops,  and 
as  fast  as  they  could  move.  His  ranks  were  not  deplet^id  by  drafts  to  take  charge  of 
the  packs  and  animals,  for  each  mule  faithfully  followed  the  sound  of  the  leader's  bell 
aud  needed  no  other  guide,  and  his  pack-mules  were  ueilU\iV  v*:vi\\i  QVJkV  wqx  Vs\\n>  Vv* 
Xdeces  bv  bad  saddJvn  aud  worse  packing. 
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In  a«1dition  to  our  ot4ier  wantA,  we  were  entirely  devoid  of  any  proper  means  for  the 
transportation  of  Hick  or  wounded.  This,  with  a  well -organized  pack-train,  was  com- 
paratively easy.  As  it  wa«,  a  few  wounded  men  were  all-sufficient  to  cripple,  for  of- 
fen»iv#*  operations,  a  lar^^e  hody  of  troops ;  for  in  savage  warfare  to  leave  one's  wonnded 
bt^hii  d  is  out  of  the  question. 

Maps  of  the  route  passed  over  by  the  command  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  tbey 
can  be  completed.     The  country  visited  by  the  troops  is  bj*  no  means  the  deH<»rt  it  has 
been  frequently  represtuited.     There  is,  of  course,  a  great  deal  of  barren,  worthless 
land,  but  there  is  also  mnch  land  in  the  valleys  susceptible  of  cultivation,  and  an  im- 
mense region  of  good  grazing  country  which  will  in  time  be  available  forst^xjk-raising. 
Even  where  from  the  valleys  the  appearance  of  the  so-called  "bad  lands"  was  raoet 
forbidding,  we  found  on  the  plateau  above  excellent  grass  in  the  greatest  abundance 
covering  the  conntrj'  for  great  distances.    This  was  particularly  noticeable  in  the  r?- 
gioii  north  of  Powder  River,  between  the  Yellowstone  and  Missouri  Rivers,  and  along 
the  Tongue  and  Kosobud  and  the  country  between  the  two.    The  country  along  the 
Little  Big  Horn  is  also  a  tine  grass  country,  and  along  the  Big  Horn  itself  immense 
valleys  of  fine  grass  extend. 

During  the  snnimer*8  operations  the  cavalry  marched  nearly  1,500  miles,  and  the  in- 
fantry neurly  1,700,  besides  some  IK)0  miles  by  portions  of  the  cavalry  and  500  miles bjr 
jwrtions  of  the  infantry  in  scouting  and  escort  duty. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  GIBBON. 
Colonel  Serenth  Infantry,  Commanding  Digtrid. 

Maj.  Geo.  D.  Rrcr.LES, 

AssiHlant  Adjutant-General,  Department  of  Dakota, 
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Hkaikjuartkrs  Sevej^th  United  States  Cavalry, 

Camp  on  YellowHtone  Hirer ^  July  5,  1876. 
Capt.  E.  W.  Smith, 

A.  D.  C.  and  A.  A.  A.  Gen. : 

The  command  of  the  regiment  having  devolved  upon  me  as  the  senior  surviving  offi- 
cer from  the  battle  (»f  tho 'ioth  and  2(>th  of  June,  between  the  Seventh  Cavalry  aud 
Sitting  Buirs  band  of  hostile  Sioux,  on  the  Little  Big  Horn  River,  I  have  the  honor  to 
submit  the  following  report  of  its  operations  from  the  time  of  leaving  the  uiaiu  col- 
unui  until  the  coniuiaud  was  united  in  the  vicinitv  of  the  Indian  village  : 

The  regiment  left  the  camp  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rosebud  River,  after  passing  in  re- 
view l*efore  the  department  commander,  under  coniniaiid  of  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  G.  A.  Cus- 
ter, lieutenant-colonel,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  'i2dof  June,  and  marched  up  the  Rose- 
bud 12  miles  and  encamped ;  23d,  marched  up  the  Rosebud,  passing  many  old 
Indian  camps,  and  following  a  very  large  pole-trail,  but  not  fresh,  making  33  miles; 
24th,  the  march  was  continued  up  the  Rosebud,  the  trail  and  signs  fresheuioj; 
with  every  mile,  until  we  had  made  28  miles,  and  we  then  encamped  and  wailed 
for  information  fiom  the  scouts.  At  0.25  p.  m.  Custer  called  the  othcers  together  and 
inforuHHl  us  that  beyond  a  doubt  the  village  was  in  the  valley  of  the  Little  Big 
Horn,  and  in  order  to  reach  it  it  was  necessary  to  cross  the  divide  betwe*eu  the  Bosebud 
and  the  Little  Big  Horn,  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  do  so  in  the  day-time  without 
discovering  our  march  to  the  Ind'ans ;  that  w^e  would  prepare  to  march  at  11  p.  in. 
This  was  done,  the  line  of  march  turuing  from  the  Rosebud  to  the  right  up  one  of  its 
branches  which  headed  near  the  summit  of  the  divide.  About  2  a.  m.  on  the  25th  the 
scouts  t"ld  him  that  he  could  not  cross  the  divide  liefore  daylight.  We  then  mail** 
coffee  and  restid  for  three  hours,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  the  march  was  re- 
sumed, the  divi«le  crossed,  and  about  8  a.  m.  the  coniiuand  was  in  the  valley  of  oue  of 
the  branches  of  the  Little  Big  Horn.  By  this  tiuie  Indians  had  been  seen  and  it  >v:i$ 
certain  we  could  not  surprise  them,  and  it  was  deleruiiued  to  move  at  once  to  the 
attack.  Previous  to  this,  no  division  of  the  reginieut  had  been  made  since  the  orler 
had  been  issued  on  the  Yellowstone  annulling  wing  and  battalion  organizations,  but 
Custer  informed  me  that  he  would  assign  commands  on  the  march. 

I  w;is  or  ered  by  Lieut.  W.  W.  Cook,  adjutant,  to  asHume  command  of  Companies  M. 
A,  and  G  ;  Captain  Benteen,  of  Companies  H,  D,  and  K.  Custer  retained  C,  E,  F,  I,  and 
L  under  his  immediate  command,  and  Company  B,  Captain  McDougall,  in  rear  of  the 
pack-train. 

I  assumed  command  of  the  companies  assigned  to  me,  and,  without  any  detiuite 
ordei-s,  moved  forward  with  the  rest  of  the  column,  and  well  to  it^  left. 

I  saw  Benteen  moving  faxVViet  \o  tb^  left,  and,  a»  they  passed,  he  told  me  he  bad 
ordtrs  to  move  wcU  to  Wie>  \«lt,  auOi  ^^N^^i^  <bNVi\^\>Q:\\v^\»viivi\<fc  \>l\\si,   V  ^vd  not  see  bim 
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af[^in  nntil  abont  2.30  p.  ni.  The  command  inovt>cl  down  tbe  oreek  loward  the  Little 
Bi^  Horn  Valley,  Custer  with  Ave  companies  on  the  right  bank,  myself  and  three  com- 
panies on  the  left  bank,  and  Ben  teen  farther  to  the  left,  and  out  of  sighc. 

As  we  approached  a  deserted  village,  and  in  which  was  standing  one  tepee,  about  11 
a.  m.j  Custer  motioned  me  to  cross  to  him,  which  I  did,  and  moved  nearer  to  his  column 
nntil  abont  12.30  a.  m.,  [p.  m.  f]  when  Lieutenant  Cook,  adjutant,  came  to  me  and  said 
the  village  waw  only  two  miles  above,  and  running  away  ;  to  move  forward  at  as  rapid 
a  gait  as  prudent,  and  to  charge  afterward,  and  that  the  whole  outfit  would  support 
nie.  I  think  those  were  his  exact  words.  I  at  once  took  a  fast  trot,  and  moved  down 
about  two  miles,  when  I  came  to  a  ford  of  the  river.  I  crossed  immediately,  and 
halted  about  ten  minutes  or  less  to  gather  the  battalion,  sending  word  to  Custer  that 
I  had  everything  in  front  of  me,  and  that  they  were  strong.  I  deployed,  and,  with  the 
Kee  scouts  on  my  left,  charged  down  the  valley,  driving  the  Indians  with  great  eane 
for  abont  two  and  a  half  miles.  I,  however,  soon  saw  that  I  was  being  drawn  into 
some  trap,  as  they  would  certainly  figljt  harder,  and  especially  as  we  were  neariug  their 
village,  which  was  still  standing;  be.^ides,  [  could  not  see  Custer  or  any  other  support, 
and  ar.  the  same  time  the  very  earth  set-med  to  grow  Indians,  and  they  were  running 
toward  me  in  swarms,  and  froui  all  directions.  I  saw  I  must  detend  myself  and  give 
up  the  attack  mounted.  This  I  did.  Taking  pos«*e8><ion  of  a  front  of  woods,  antl 
which  furnished,  near  its  edge,  a  shelter  for  the  horses,  dismounted  and  fought  them  on 
foot,  making  headway  through  the  woods.  I  soon  found  myself  in  the  near  vi-inity  of 
the  village,  saw  that  I  was  lighting  odds  of  at  least  five  to  one,  and  that  my  only  hope 
was  to  get  out  f»f  the  woods,  where  I  would  soon  have  been  sin  rounded,  and  gain  some 
high  gniund.  I  accomplished  this  by  mounting  and  charg  i»g  the  Indians  between  me 
and  the  blutfs  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  In  this  charge.  First  Lieut.  Donald 
Mcintosh,  Second  Lieut.  Benjamin  II.  Hodgson,  Seventh  Cavalry, and  Acting  Assistant 
Surgeon  J.  M.  De  Wolf,  were  killed. 

I  succeeded  in  reaching  the  top  of  the  bluff,  with  a  loss  of  three  officeri*  and  twenty- 
nine  enlisted  men  killed  and  seven  men  wounded.  Almost  at  the  same  time  I  reached 
the  top,  mounted  men  were  seen  to  be  coming  toward  us,  and  it  proved  to  be  Colonel 
Benteeii's  battalion,  Companies  H,  1),  and  K.  We  joined  forces,  and  in  a  short  time  the 
pack-train  came  up.  As  senior,  my  conmiand  was  then  A,  B,  D,  G,  H,  K,  and  M,  abont 
three  hundred  and  eighty  men.  and  the  following  otticers:  Captains  Benteen,  Weir, 
French,  and  MeDouijall.  First  Lieutenants  Godfrey,  Mathey,  and  Gibson,  and  Second 
Lieutenants  Edgerly,  Wallace,  Varnum,  and  Hare,  and  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon 
Porter. 

Fii-«t  Lieutenant  De  Rudio  was  in  the  dismounted  fight  in  the  woods,  but,  having 
gome  trouble  with  his  horse,  did  not  join  the  command  in  the  charge  out,  and,  hiding 
himself  in  the  woods,  joined  the  command  after  night-fall  on  the  2Hth. 

Still  hearing  nothing  of  Custer,  and,  with  this  re-enforcement,  1  moved  down  the 
river  in  the  direction  of  the  villag«^,  keeping  on  the  blutfs. 

We  had  heard  firing  in  that  direction  and  knew  it  could  only  be  Custer.  I  moved  to 
the  summit  of  the  highest  blntf,  but  seeing  and  hearing  nothing  sent  Cajdaiu  Weir 
with  his  company  to  open  communication  with  him.  He  soon  sent  back  word  by  Lieu- 
t'tnant  Hare  that  he  could  go  no  farther,  and  that  the  Indians  were  getting  around  him. 
At  this  time  he  was  keeping  up  a  heavy  tire  from  his  skirmish-line.  I  at  once  turned 
everything  back  to  the  first  position  I  had  taken  on  the  blntl's,  and  which  seeund  to 
me  the  best.  I  dismounted  the  men  and  had  the  horses  and  mules  of  the  ])ack-traiu 
driven  together  in  a  depression,  put  the  men  on  the  crests  of  the  hills  making  the  <le- 
pressiou,  and  had  hardly  done  so  when  I  was  furiously  attacked.  This  was  about  (5  p. 
111.  We  held  our  ground,  with  a  loss  (»f  eighteen  enlisted  men  kilhul  and  forty-six 
wounded,  until  the  attack  ceased,  about  D  j>.  in.  As  I  knew  by  this  time  their  over- 
whelming numbers,  and  had  given  up  any  supp(»rt  from  that  portion  of  the  r'{.i  ueiit 
with  Custer,  I  had  the  men  dig  riHe -pits,  barricade  with  dead  horsrs  and  mule?*,  and 
boxes  of  hard  bread,  the  opening  of  the  depression  toward  the  Indians  in  which  the 
Miiinials  were  herded,  and  made  every  exertion  to  bo  ready  for  what  1  sav  would  he  a 
terntlc  assault  the  next  day.  All  this  night  the  men  were  bu«y,  and  the  Indians  holding 
a  scalp-dance  un<^lerneatli  us  in  the  bottom  and  in  our  hearing.  On  the  in>iningof 
tlie  26th  I  felt  confident  that  I  could  h(dd  my  own,  and  was  reaely,  as  far  as  I  (ou  d  be^ 
when  at  daylight,  about  2.30  a.  m.,  I  heard  the  crack  of  two  rifles.  This  was  the  sig 
iial  for  the  beginning  of  a  fire  that  1  have  never  set-n  equaled.  Every  rille  was  handled 
by  an  expeit  and  skilled  marksman,  and  with  a  range  that  t^xceeded  oiir  carbines,  and 
it  was  simply  iinpo.«*sible  to  show  any  part  of  the  body  befme  it  was  struck.  We  could 
see,  as  the  day  brightened,  countless  hordes  of  them  poniing  up  the  valley  fiom  the 
village  and  scampering  over  the  hi-^h  points  toward  the  places  designated  for  them  by 
their  chiefs,  and  which  entirely  sni  rounded  our  position.  They  had  suHicient  nninbeis 
to  completely  encircle  us,  and  men  were  struck  from  opposite  sides  of  the  lines  fioin 
where  the  shots  were  fired.  I  think  we  were  fighting  all  the  8i<mx  Nation,  and  also 
all  the  deperadoes,  renegades,  halt-breeds,  and  squaw -men  bot^'uevi  VVi^  VW^'svivsxx  i6»vA. 
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the  Arkftnsas  and  east  of  the  Rocky  Moaotaius,  and  the3'  must  have  numbered  at  leut 
twttiity-tive  hundriMl  warriors. 

Tlio  tire  did  uot  slacken  uutil  about  9  ^  a.  m.,  and  then  we  found  tbey  were  making 
a  la-st  desperates  etl'ort  and  which  was  directed  against  the  lines  held  by  Companies  H 
»nd  M.  In  this  chart'e  they  came  close  enough  t  >  use  their  bows  and  arrows,  andon^ 
inaiii  lying  dead  within  our  liues  was  tonched  with  the  cou{>-stick  of  one  of  the  foremost 
Indians.  When  I  say  the  stick  was  only  ten  or  twelve  feet  long,  some  idea  of  tb? 
deHperate  and  recklfss  tighting  of  these  people  may  be  understood. 

This  charge  of  theirs  was  gallantly  repulsed  by  the  men  on  that  line,  led  by  Cokmel 
Heuteen.  They  also  came  close  enough  to  send  their  arrows  into  the  line  held  by  Com- 
panies D  and  K,  but  were  driven  away  by  a  like  charge  of  the  line,  which  I  accom- 
panied. We  now  had  many  wounded,  and  the  question  of  water  was  vit^il,  as  frorafi 
p.  ni.  the  previous  evening  until  now,  10  a.  m.,  about  sixteen  hours,  we  had  l»een  with- 
out. 

A  skirmish-line  was  formed  under  Colonel  BtMiteen  to  protect  the  descent  of  voluntefr^ 
down  the  hill  ir;  fi«»nt  of  his  position  to  reaich  the  water.  We  succeeded  in  gettin;; 
some  canteens, ;  1  hough  many  of  the  men  were  hit  in  d(ung  so.  The  fnry  of  the  attack 
was  now  over,  and  to  our  aHtouishment  tiie  Indians  were  seen  going  in  p.irties  toWiirU 
the  village.  But  two  solutions  occurred  tons  for  this  movement:  that  they  were 
going  for  something  to  eat,  more  ammunition,  (as  they  had  been  throwing  arrows,)  or 
that  Custer  wan  coming.  We  took  advantage  of  this  lall  to  till  all  vessels  with  wMrt. 
and  soon  had  it  by  eainp-kettles  full.  But  they  continued  to  withdraw,  and  all  firing 
ceased  save  occasional  shots  from  sharp-shoot^jrs  sent  to  annoy  us  about  the  wat<;r. 
At>out  2  p.  m.  the  grass  in  the  bottom  was  set  on  fire  and  followed  up  by  Indians  wb» 
encourageil  its  bui  uing,  and  it  was  evident  to  me  it  was  done  for  a  purpose,  and  which 
purpose  I  diseoveit;(l  luter  on  to  be  the  creation  of  a  dense  cloiul  of  smoke  l>ehind  which 
they  were  pa.kiii^  and  preparing  to  move  their  village.  It  was  between  6  and  7  p.  m. 
that  the  village  eauje  out  from  behind  the  dense  clouds  of  smoke  and  dust.  We  ha*l  a 
elose  and  good  view  of  them  as  they  filed  away  in  the  direction  of  Big  Horn  Monutains. 
moving  in  almost  peiieut  military  onler.  The  length  of  the  column  was  full  equal  to 
that  of  a  largo  division  of  the  cavalry  corps  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  as  I  have  seen 
it  in  its  march. 

We  now  thought  of  Custer,  of  whom  nothing  had  been  seen  and  nothing  heard  since 
the  firing  in  his  direction  about  6  p.  m.  on  the  eve  of  the  25th,  and  we  conckided 
that  the  Indians  had  gotten  between  him  and  us  and  driven  him  toward  the  boat  atthc 
mouth  of  the  Little  l»ig  Horn  River.  The  awful  fate  that  did  befall  him  never  occnrred 
to  any  of  us  as  within  the  limits  of  possibility. 

During  the  night  I  changed  my  position  in  order  to  secure  an  unlimite<l  supply  of 
water,  and  was  prepared  for  their  return,  feeling  sure  they  would  do  so,  as  they  were^ 
in  such  numliers :  but  early  in  the  morning  of  the  *J7th,  and  while  wo  were  on  the  qui 
tire  for  Indians,  1  saw  with  my  glass  a  dust  some  distance  down  the  valley.  Therr 
was  no  certainty  lor  s mie  time  what  they  were,  but  finally  I  satisfied  myself  they  wert 
cavalry,  ami,  if  so,  could  only  be  Custer,  as  it  was  ahead  of  the  time  that  I  nnderstoo«l 
that  General  Terry  could  be  expecte<l.  Before  this  time,  however,  I  had  written  acom- 
Diuiiication  to  (ieneral  Terry,  and  three  volunteers  were  to  try  and  reach  him.  (I  had 
no  confidence  in  the  Indians  with  me,  and  could  not  get  them  to  do  anything.)  If  this 
<lust  were  Indians  it  was  possible  they  would  not  expect  any  one  to  leave.  The  nn?u 
started,  ami  were  told  to  go  as  near  as  it  was  safe  to  determine  whether  the  approach- 
ing column  was  white  men,  and  to  return  at  once  in  case  they  found  it  so,  but  if  they 
were  Indians  to  pnsh  on  to  General  Terry.  In  a  short  time  we  saw  them  returoiog 
<iver  the  high  blr.ils  already  alluded  to.  They  were  accompanied  by  a  scout,  who  had 
a  note  from  Terry  t(»  Custer  saying  Crow  scouts  had  come  to  camp  saying  be  bad  been 
whipped,  but  tliTit  it  was  not  believed.  I  think  it  was  about  lO/.W  a.  m.  when  General 
'i'erry  rode  into  my  lines,  and  the  fate  of  Custer  and  his  brave  men  was  soon  determined 
by  Captain  Bentem  proceeding  with  his  company  to  his  battle-ground,  and  where  was 
recognized  the  iollowiug  ofiicers,  who  were  surrounded  by  the  dead  bodies  of^many  of 
their  men  :  Gen.  (J.  A.  Custer,  Col.  W.  W.  Cook,  adjutant;  Capts.  M.  W.  Keogb,  G.  W. 
Yates,  and  T.  W.  Cnster ;  First  Lieuts.  A.  E.  Smith,  James  Calhoun  ;  Second  Lieuts.  W. 
V.  Keily,of  the  Seventh  Calvary  and  J.  J.  Crittenden,  of  the  Twentieth  Infantry,  tem- 
porarily attached  to  this  regiment.  The  bodies  of  Lieut.  J.  E.  Porter  and  Second  Lieut*. 
11.  M.  Hariingtou  ano  J.  G.  Sturgis,  Seventh  Cavalry,  and  Asst.  Surg.  G,  W.  Lord,  ll.??- 
A.,  were  not  recogni/cd ;  but  there  is  every  reasonable  probability  they  were  killed. 
It  was  now  certain  that  the  column  of  five  companies  with  Custer  had  been  killed. 

The  wouiuled  in  my  lines  were,  during  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  27th,  moved 
to  the  camp  of  General  Terry,  and  at  5  a.  m.  of  the  'i8th  I  proceeded  with  the  regiment  U) 
the  batile-grouna  of  Cnster,  and  buried  204  bodies,  including  tlie  folio  wing-namedcit- 
izens:  Mr.  lioston  Cutter,  Mr.  Reed,  (a  young  nephew  of  General  Custer,)  and  Mr.  Kel- 
logg, (a  correspondent  for  the  New  York  Herald.)  The  following-named  citizens  and 
luUians  who  were  with  my  command  were  also  killed:  Charles  Reynolds,  guide  and 
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bnnter;  Isaiah  Dorman,  (colored,)  interpreter;  Bloody  Knife,  who  fell  from  immedi- 
ately by  my  8ide  ;  Bobtail  Bull,  and  Stab,  of  the  Indian  Rconls. 

After  traveling  over  his  trail,  it  was  evident  to  me  that  Custer  intended  to  support  me 
by  moving  farther  down  tlie  stream  and  attacking  the  village  in  flank  ;  tbat  he  found 
the  distance  greater  to  the  ford  than  he  anticipated ;  that  he  did  charge,  but  his  march 
bad  taken  so  long,  although  his  trail  shows  that  he  had  moved  rapidly,  that  they  were 
really  for  him ;  tbat  Companies  C  aud  I,  and  perhaps  part  of  E,  crossed  to  the  village, 
or  attempted  it ;  at  the  charge  were  met  by  a  staggering  tire,  and  that  they  fell  back 
to  find  a  position  from  which  to  defend  themselves,  but  they  were  followed  too  closely 
by  the  Indians  to  permit  time  to  form  any  kind  of  a  line. 

I  think  had  the  regiment  gone  in  as  a  body,  and  from  the  woods  from  which  I  fought 
advanced  upon  the  village,  its  destruction  was  certain.  But  he  was  fully  coniideiit 
they  were  running  away,  or  he  would  not  have  turned  from  me.  I  think  (after  the 
great  number  of  Indians  that  were  in  the  village,)  that  the  following  reasons  obtain  for 
the  misfortune :  His  rapid  marching  for  two  days  and  one  night  before  the  light ;  at- 
tacking in  t'le  day-time  at  12  m.,  autl  when  they  were  on  the  qui  rire,  instead  of  early  in 
the  morning ;  and  lastly,  his  unfortunate  division  of  the  regiment  into  thn^e  commands. 

During  my  t};;ht  with  the  Indiana  I  hjul  the  heartiest  support  from  officers  and  men, 
but  the  conspicuous  strvicos  of  Bvt.  Col.  F.  W.  Beuteen  1  desire  to  call  attention  to 
especially,  for  it  ever  a  soldier  deserved  rt-cognition  by  his  Government  for  distinguished 
services  he  certainly  does.  I  inclose  herewith  his  report  of  the  operati<»n8  of  his  bat- 
talion from  the  time  of  k'aving  the  regiment  until  we  j(»ined  commands  «»n  the  hill. 
I  also  inclose  au  accurate  list  of  casualties,  as  far  as  it  can  be  made  at  the  present  time, 
separating  them  into  two  lists:  A,  those  killed  in  General  Custer^s  command  ;  B,  those 
killed  and  wounded  in  the  command  I  had. 

The  number  of  Itnlians  killed  can  only  be  approximated  until  we  hear  through  the 
agencies.  I  saw  the  bodies  of  eighteen,  and  Captain  Ball,  Second  Cavalry,  who  made 
a  scout  of  thirteen  miles  over  their  trail,  sa.ys  that  their  graves  were  inauy  along 
their  line  of  march.  Il  is  simply'  impossible  that  numbers  of  them  should  not  be  hit 
in  the  several  char^^os  tlu'V  unwie  so  close  to  my  lines.  They  made  their  approaches 
through  the  deej)  ijjiik  lies  that,  led  from  the  hill-top  to  the  river,  and,  when  the  jealous 
care  with  which  the  Indian  guards  the  bodies  of  killed  and  wounded  is  considered,  it 
is  not  astonishing  that  their  bodies  were  not  found.  It  is  probable  that  the  stores  left 
by  them  and  destroyed  the  next  two  days  was  to  make  room  for  many  of  these  on 
their  travois.  Tl»e  harrowing  sight  of  the  dead  bodies  crowning  the  height  on  which 
Custer  fell,  and  which  will  remain  vividly  in  niy  memory  until  death,  i.s  too  recent  for 
me  not  to  ask  the  good  peo[)le  of  this  country  whether  a  policy  that  sets  opposing  par- 
ties in  the  field  armed,  clothed,  and  equipped  by  one  and  the  same  Government  shoJild 
not  be  abolished. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

M.  A.  RENO, 
Major  Sercnih  Carahy^  Commanding  Iltgiment. 


3  Bb.— REPORT  OF  CAPT.  F.  W.  BENTEEN. 

Cami'  Skvkxth  Cavalhv,  July  4,  187(5. 

Sir:  In  obedii>nce  to  verbal  instructions  received  from  you,  I  have  the  honor  to  re- 
port the  operations  of  my  battalion,  consisting  of  Companies  D,  H,  and  K,  on  the 
95th  nltimo. 

The  directions  I  received  from  Lieutenant-Colonel  Custer  were,  to  move  with  my 
command  to  the  left,  to  send  well-mounted  officers  with  about,  six  men  who  should  ri<le 
rapidly  to  aline  ot  blutl's  about  five  miles  to  our  left  and  front,  with  instructions  to 
report  at  once  to  me  if  anything  of  Indians  could  be  seen  from  that  point.  I  was  to 
follow  the  moveiiunt  of  this  detachment  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Lieutenant  Gibson 
was  the  officer  selected,  and  I  followed  closely  with  the  battalion,  at  times  getting  in 
advance  of  the  detiMhment.  The  bluffs  desigtiated  were  gaiued,  but  nothing  seen  but 
other  blutfs  quite  as  large  and  precipitous  as  were  before  me.  I  kept  on  to  those  and 
the  country  Wiis  the  same,  there  being  no  valley  of  any  kind  that  I  could  see  on  any 
side.  I  had  then  gone  about  fully  ten  miles;  the  ground  was  terribly  hard  on  hiuses,  so 
I  det-ermined  to  carry  out  the  other  instructions,  which  were,  that  if  in  my  Judgment 
there  was  nothing  to  be  seen  of  Indians,  valleys,  «&c.,  in  the  direction  I  was  going,  to 
return  with  the  battalion  to  the  trail  the  command  was  following.  I  aeconUugly  did 
so,  reaching  the  trail  just  in  advance  of  the  pack-train.  1  pushed  rapi<lly  <»n,  soon  get- 
ting out  of  night  of  the  advance  of  the  train,  until  reaching  a  morass,  1  halte<i  to 
water  the  animals,  who  had  been  without  water  since  about  b  p.  m.  of  the  day  before. 
This  watering  did  not  occasion  the  loss  of  tifteen  minutes,  and  when  I  was  moving  out 
the  advance  of  the  train  commenced  watering  from  that  mot;a«&«    Vh(v^vA>i6X^  Av^^ 
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trot  nntil  I  came  to  a  bnrninp;  lod^  with  the  dead  body  of  an  Indian  in  it  on  a  scaffold. 
We  did  not  halt.  About  a  mile  farther  ou  1  met  a  Hergeant  of  the  re^^hueiU  with 
orders  from  Lieutenau^ Colonel  Cuntt-r  to  the  o^cor  in  charge  of  the  rear-^aard aod 
train  to  bring  it  to  the  front  with  as  great  rapidity  as  was  possible.  Another  mileou 
I  met  Trnmpeter  Morton,  of  my  own  company,  with  a  written  order  from  Firet  Lieot, 
W.  W.  C»)ok  to  me,  whicu  read  : 

^^Benteen,  come  ou.     Big  village.    Be  quick.     Bring  packs. 

"  W.  W.  COOK. 
*'  P.  Bring  pac's." 

I  could  then  see  no  movement  of  any  kind  in  any  direction  ;  a  horse  on  the  hill,  rider- 
less, bein;;  the  only  living  thing  I  could  set*  in  my  front.  I  inquired  of  the  trumnfter 
what  had  been  done,  and  he  informed  [me]  that  the  Indians  hail  *' skedaddled." 
abandoning  the  village.  Another  mile  and  a  half  brou^^ht  me  in  sight  of  the  stream 
and  plain  in  which  were  some  of  onr  dismounted  men  lighting,  and  Indians  chargiD2 
and  recharging  them  in  great  numbers.  The  plain  seemed  to  be  alive  with  theui.  I 
then  noticetl  our  men  in  large  numbers  runniug  for  the  blnlfs  on  right  bank  of  streitn. 
I  concluded  at  once  that  those  had  been  repulsed,  and  was  of  the  opinion  that  if  I  crossed 
the  ford  with  my  battalion,  that  I  hhould  have  had  it  treated  in  like  manner;  for. 
from  long  experience  with  cavalry,  I  judge  there  were  900  veteran  Indians  right  there 
at  tliat  time,  against  which  the  large  element  of  recruits  in  my  battalion  would  st^iD'l 
no  earthly  chaiiee  as  mounted  men.  I  then  moved  up  to  the  bluffs  and  n^ported  my 
command  to  Mij.  M.  A.  Kt^no.  I  did  not  return  for  the  pack-train  because  I^cemed  it 
perfectly  sif*  where  it  was,  and  we  couhl  defend  it,  had  it  hpen  threatenedr^Trom  our 
position  on  the  blntl';  and  another  thing,  it  savored  too  much  of  coffee-cooling  to  rr- 
turii  when  I  was  sure  a  tight  was  progressing  in  the  trout,  and  deeming  the  traiu  &» 
safe  without  me. 

Very  resi)eetfully, 

F.  W.  BENTEEN, 
Captain  Ck^venUt  (.arflirjf. 

Lieut.  Gko.  D.  Wau.vck, 

Adjutant  :>trtiilh  taralry. 


3  C— REPORT  OF  MAJ.  ORLANDO  H.  MOORE. 

In  THE  FiELP,  Camp  xkar  mouth  of  Rose b it d,  Mont., 

August  4,  1876. 

Dkvk  General:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fidlowing  repi)rt  of  my  operations, 
executed  in  co'upliance  with  instructions  from  the  departimintcomtnaniler  to  take  the 
steamer  Far  Wt;st,  (Capt.  Gran r  Mirsh,  master,)  and  such  force  as  was  thought  proper, 
and  proceed  down  the  Yellowstone  to  Powtler  River,  rescue  the  forage  store-d  at  that 
place,  and  attack  any  hostile  Indians  that  miglit  be  eucouutered. 

I  left  the  mouth  of  the  R  >sel)ud  August  1,  ld76.  at  3  p.  ui.,oii  b  >ard  the  steamer  Far 
West.  Mv  forct^  consisted  of  Companies  1),  Captain  Murdock,  and  I,  Lieut.  George  B. 
Walker,  Sixtli  Infantry;  Company  C,  Captaiti  Mt^Arthur  and  Lieutenait  Garretty, 
Sevente.  nth  Infantry;  three  scouts — Me.ssrs.  Br«»ck«neyer.  Morgan,  and  Sfniih;oue 
Napolecm  and  oueGatliuggun,  commanded  by  Lieiir-.  C.  A.  Wooiiruti',  S-iVenth  lufautry. 

I  reached  Powder  River  early  ou  the  morning  of  August  2.1,  and  pas-ted  ou  down  the 
Yellowstone  around  the  beud  to  Wolf  Rapids,  in  onler  to  better  discover  and  attick 
Indians.  None  could  be  seen,  although  numerous  tires  indicated  their  presence  in  thf 
vicinity.  I  then  moved  to  the  lauding  where  the  ft>rage  had  been  stored,  and  a  liirg* 
quantity  of  oats  \Vas  found  with  nearly  all  the  sacks  removed  by  the  Indians,  and  at 
ouoe  niade  preparati<uis  to  take  the  grain  on  board.  The  ground  near  the  landing, on 
account  of  a  circular  ridge,  nmde  a  strong  military  position,  which  I  at  i>nce  cHJcupied. 
In  a  few  minutes,  sontt^  <d'  the  Indians  made  tlieir  appearance.  I  at  once  made  a  di^ 
position  of  ujy  forces  for  a  tight,  leaving  ten  men  on  boaj'd  to  guard  the  steamer. 

The  larger  portion  of  my  command  was  carefully  ccmcealed  from  the  view  of  the 
Indians,  in  the  hope  that  they  would  advance  to  an  attack  upon  the  infantry.  This, 
however,  they  declined  t »  do.  I  th  ;n  c)nclubMlto  treat,  th 'in  wita  soni»^tliiug  nevr, 
and  acconliugly  placed  Linuteiant  Woodrutl\s  artillery  in  position,  and  op.Mied  fin? 
upon  a  party  ou  our  right — toward  Powder  River — with  spherical-case  shell  from  onr 
12-pouuder  Napoleon  gnu,  which  spread  consternation  among  them,  and  they  wer« 
drivtn  all  aloni;  from  the  ravines  and  tl  m1  to  the  idutfs,  .as  the  shells  went  on  their  ex- 
ploring expeditions,  bdaiimr  nu)re  to  the  left  each  successive  shot,  until  the  whole 
grouuil  in  the  bend  between  Powder  River  and  Wolf  Rapids  on  our  loft  was  coio- 
luauded  l»y  onr  avtiW^vy.  \s'o  Wiv^xi  >N«ekWV  \,xi  vJvitNLW^Avwv;  the  oata. 
At  aboat  11  o'clock  more  lu^vaiU^  \si^vi<6  Wiaw  ^^^^^itcA^t^  vi'o.  NiJ^j^  ^■wi.V.- xve%t  WoK 
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Rapids,  and  were  repalsed  by  the  artillery.  About  1  o'clock  Mr.  Campbell,  pilot  on 
the  boat,  and  the  scents  Brockmeyer  and  Morgan  rode  out  down  the  river  and  near 
the  blnfifs,  when  skirmishers  reported  that  Indians  were  attempting  to  cut  them  off. 
I  discovered  about  twenty  Indians  manenvering  for  this  purpose,  who  were  con- 
cealed from  the  view  of  the  scouts.  At  this  moment  a  well-directed  shot  from  the 
N'apoletm  gun  apprised  the  scouts  of  their  danger,  and  defeated  the  movements  of  all 
but  a  small  party  of  Indians,  who  were  in  advance,  and  who  opened  fire  on  the  scouts, 
in  which  Brockmeyer  and  his  horse  fell.  The  scout,  mortally  wounded,  was  cared  for 
on  the  spot  by  the  gallant  Dr.  Porter. 

The  Indian  who  shot  Brockmeyer  fell  under  the  fire  of  the  other  scout;  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  Indians  fled  to  the  hills  under  the  continued  fire  of  the  artillery,  while 
Lieutenant  Garretty  was  promptly  hastening  on  to  aid  the  scouts  with  a  detachment 
ordered  from  the  left  flank  of  the  line  of  infantry. 

While  this  was  going  on  some  Indians  were  seen  at  Powder  River  Bluffs  on  our 
right. 

After  this  diversion,  near  dark,  we  completed  loading  the  grain,  which  was  estimated 
It  about  seventy-five  tons.  Nothing  more  being  seen  of  the  Indians,  I  returned  with 
the  command  to  the  Rosebud. 

The  entire  command  deserve  commendation  for  their  energy  and  concord  in  the  dis- 
ibarge  of  every  duty  at  Powder  River,  including  the  officers  of  the  steamer  Far  West. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ORLANDO  H.  MOORE, 

Major  Sixth  Infantry, 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  Dakota^  in  the  field. 


3  D.— REPORT  OF  GENERAL  W.  B.  HAZEN. 

Headquarters  Battalion  Sixth  Infantry, 

Fort  Peck,  Mont,  Nocember  2,  1876. 

Sir:  I  arrived  here  yesterday  and  discharged  the  steamboat  at  once.  I  have  just 
eceived  a  note  from  General  Miles  upon  the  subject  of  supplies  here,  and  the  inclosed 
s  Tuy  reply.  I  believe  this  matter,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  Sitting  BtilPs  people,  can  be 
loaed  this  winter,  with  a  little  activity.  Some  cavalry  with  the  infantry  is  very  im- 
lortant.  They  have  no  lodges,  nor  in  fact  anything  else  but  their  horses,  thin  as 
h'ulows.  The  people  here  say  they  are  on  the  last  verge  of  destitution.  There  were  a 
lozen  Seventh  Cavalry  horses  left  here  on  their  flight,  and  so  poor  as  to  be  barely 
ible  to  winter. 

The  ammunition  question  is  now  all-important,  and  I  will  see  that  they  get  none  in 
his  quarter.  A  paymaster's  check  for  $127,  given  to  Captain  Yates,  indorsed  in  favor 
»f  Lieutenant  Cook,  taken  in  the  Custer  fight,  has  been  turned  over  to  the  agent  here 
kod  awaits  a  claimant. 

I  arrived  here  none  too  soon,  as  a  large  number  of  the  Un-ca- pa-pas — they  claim  118 
odfi^es,  although  they  have  no  lodges — were  already  settled  here  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  supplies. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 
Colonel  Sixth  Infantry,  Bvt.  Maj,  Gen.,  Commanding, 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Department  of  Dakota,  Saint  Paul,  Minn, 

[Indosare.l 

Headquakters  Battalion  Sixth  Infantry, 

Fort  Peck,  Mont,,  10  a.  m,,  November  2, 1876. 
reneral  N.  A.  Miles  : 

Yonr  dispatch  of  October  27  aud  28  reached  me  here  this  moment.  I  arrived  here 
esterday  with  thirty  days'  rations  for  .500  men,  and  20,000  pounds  grain,  and  140  men. 
To  will  be  compelled  to  use  some  of  this,  but  if  necessary  it  can  be  supplemented  here 
rom  Indian  supplies. 

Sitting  Bull,  two  days  ago,  with  30  lodges,  was  on  the  Dry  Fork,  twenty  miles  south. 
.bont  a  hundred  Imiges  Un  ca- pa-pas,  utuler  Imn  Dog  and  Sitting  Bull's  brother-in- 
iw,  were  here  encamped  with  the  agency  Indians,  on  my  approach,  but  getting 
leHftengers  from  Wolf  Point,  left  instanter,  and  have  recrossed  the  MisHouri  River, 
rhich  is  no  longer  an  impediment  to  them,  and  are  now  probably  with  Silting  Bull. 
K>ng  Dog  is  still  here  with  the  Yanctonnais.  They  have  left,  in  flight,  about  a  dozen 
f  the  Seventh  Cavalry  horses,  but  they  are  so  poor  aa  to  liwAX'j  \i^  «l\3\^  \ft  'v'vcivw. 
31  W 
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Their  own  animals  are  also  racks  of  bones.  The  Indians  are  entirely  destitute,  and  of 
the  1,000  {{(mmI  lodges  the  hostile  party  had  in  the  spring  they  have  not  one  lefu  I  don't 
think  they  can  stand  the  winter  if  kept  stirred  np.  The  need  of  some  cavalry  is  all- 
important.  For  fear  of  freezing  up  I  discharged  the  steamboat  on  arrival.  The  h- 
dians  have  formerly  got  ammunition  at  all  the  pln'^es  yon  mention,  but  for  the  past 
three  months  have  not  been  getting  it  here,  at  Jouuox  or  Carroll ;  but  to  make  sore  I 
will  seize  it  all.  There  is  none  at.  Jounox,  and  but  very  little  iu  the  half-br()ed  camp. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 
Colonel  Sizth  Infantry j  Bvl,  Maj,  Gen..,  Ccmvumding. 

Hbadquarters  Fort  Buford,  Dak., 

November  9,  1876. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  return  from  Fort  Pock,  where  for  the  present  I  hare 
left  one  otUcerand  thirty  men.'  I  have  also  received  your  two  telegrams  upon  the  lab- 
ject  of  Indians  there,  one  embracing  the  directions  of  the  Lieutenant-General. 

Sitting  Hull  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  cross  the  river,  but,  with  thirty  lodges, re- 
mained on  the  Dry  Ft)rk,  twenty  miles  away. 

The  agent  had'  issneil  rations  to  one  hundred  and  eighteen  lodges  that  had  juiced 
the  agency  Indians  the  day  before  my  arrival.  He  had  receive<l  no  instructions  apoQ 
the  subject,  and  is  glad  to  receive  them  definitely,  and  will  gla<11y  co-o|>erate  in  tbeir 
execution.  He  had  offered  them  peace  by  coming  to  the  agency,  settling  there,  and 
turning  over  the  United  States  property  in  their  possession. 

In  their  hasty  departure  they  left  many  horses,  and  of  those  belonging  to  the  United 
States  I  could  only  find  ten  that  seemed  able  to  travel  to  Fort  Buford.  These  will  be 
taken  up  by  the  quartermaster. 

I  deem  it  of  the  utmost  importance  that  an  officer  be  sent  from  Benton  to  seize 
and  carry  out  of  the  country  the  fixed  cartridges  from  Forts  Belknap  and  Clagget.  The 
honest  intentions  of  citizens  at  those  points  to  obey  the  order  reganling  its  use  or  sale 
are  not  sufhcient.  They  in  good  faith  furnish  it  to  their  employes  and  others  forhnnt- 
ing,  as  they  suppose,  which  finally  finds  its  way  to  the  Indians.  I  found  this  to  be  the 
case  at  Peck,  and  in  place  of  1,506  rounds,  as  I  had  been  repeat«$dly  assured  was 
the  totiil  quantity  there,  1  found  about  6,000  rounds,  while  servants  and  others  were 
trading  them  to  Indians  without  the  knowledge  of  their  employers.  There  were  also 
1,000  pounds  of  other  ammunition  there.  I  will  leave  only  60  rounds  to  each  white 
man  for  purposes  of  defense,  and  the  same  amount  at  Wolf  Point,  and  send  au  officer  to 
Carroll  for  the  same  purpose.  Belknap  is  beyond  my  reach. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  HAZEN, 
Colonel  Sixth  Infantry,  Brevet  Major- Central ^  U.  S,  A,,  Commanding. 

The  A88ISTAXT  Adjdtant-General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  Dakota,  Saint  Paul,  Minn, 


3  E.— REPORT  OF  GENERAL  NELSON  A.  MILES. 

Camp  opposite  Cabin  Crkkk, 
On  the  Yellowstone  Hirer j  Montana^  October  25,  1876. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  having  received  information  of  the  movement 
of  hostile  Indians  from  the  south  toward  the  Yellowstone,  also  of  the  design  of  Sitting 
Bull  to  go  north  to  the  Big  Dry  for  bnlialo,  I  moved  with  the  Fifth  Infantry  to  inter- 
cept or  follow  his  movement.  On  Custer  Creek  I  learned  that  he  had  attacked  and 
turned  back  one  train  from  Glendive,  and  made  a  second  unsuccessful  attack  upon  an 
escort  and  train  under  command  of  Colonel  Otis.  Moving  northeast  and  approaching 
their  trail  and  camp,  they  appeare<l  in  considerable  numbers  and  presented  a  flag  of 
truce  and  desired  to  communicate. 

I  met  Sitting  Bull  between  the  lines.  He  expressed  a  desire  to  ''  make  a  peace."  He 
desired  to  hunt  buffalo,  to  trade,  (particularly  for  ammunition,)  and  agr^d  that  the 
Indians  would  not  fire  upon  soldiers  if  they  were  not  disturbed.  He  desired  to  know 
why  the  soldiers  did  not  go  into  winter-quarters,  and  in  other  words  he  desired  an  old- 
fashioned  peace  for  the  winter.  He  was  informed  of  the  terms  of  the  Gk>vernment,  and 
on  what  grounds  he  could  obtain  peace,  and  that  he  must  bring  his  tribe  in  near  oar 
camp.  The  interview  ended  near  sundown  with  no  definite  result,  they  retiring  to 
their  camp  and  my  command  moving  and  camping  on  Cedar  Creek,  in  position  to  more 
easily  intercept  their  movement  north.  Sitting  Bull  was  told  to  come  iu  next  day. 
As  the  commaud  was  mo\\v\^  wotWi  Vwil^Keeu  their  camp  and  the  Big  Dry,  they  again 
appeared  and  desired  to  laVW.    k  <io\i\i<i\\  ^^AVi^^\wX^t"WD. >iJttft\\\i^HtvUL Sitting  Bull, 
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Pretty  Bear,  (chief  in  council,)  Ball  Eagle,  John  Sans  Arco,  Standing  Bear,  Gall,  (big 
war-chief,)  White  Ball,  and  others  of  their  head-men  present.  Sitting  Bull  was  anxioas 
for  peace,  provided  he  could  have  his  own  terms,  yet  to  surrender  to  the  Government 
would  be  a  loss  t)f  prestige  to  him  as  a  great  war-chief.  His  taste  and  great 
strength  is  as  a  warrior,  and  I  should  judge  that  influence  w  mid  have  great  weight 
with  him  as  against  wiser  councils.  Several  of  his  head-men  and  people,  I  believe,  de- 
sire peace.  The  demands  of  the  Government  were  fully  explained  to  him,  and  the 
only  terms  required  of  him  were  that  he  should  camp  his  tribe  at  some  point  on  the 
Yellowstone  near  the  troops,  or  go  into  some  Government  agency  and  place  his  people 
under  subjection  to  the  Government.  He  said  he  would  come  in  to  trade  for  ammuni- 
tion, but  wanted  no  rations  or  annuities,  and  desired  to  live  as  an  Indian ;  gave  no 
assurance  of  good  faith,  and  as  the  council  ended  was  told  that  a  non-acceptance  of 
the  liberal  terms  of  the  Government  would  be  considered  an  act  of  hostility.  An 
engagement  immediately  followed.  They  took  position  on  a  line  of  hills  and  broken 
grouud,  occupying  every  mound  and  ravine.  They  were  driven  from  every  part  of  the 
field,  through  their  camp-ground,  and  down  Bad-Route  Creek,  and  finally  across  the 
Yellowstone  at  the  ford  they  had  crossed  about  a  week  b'^fore.  In  thi^ir  ciimp  and  on 
the  line  of  their  retreat  they  abandoned  tons  of  dried  meat,  lodge-poles,  travoys, 
camp-equipage,  ponies,  and  broken-down  cavalry  horses,  4&0.  They  fought  principally 
dismounted,  and  were  driven  forty-two  miles  to  the  south  side  of  the  Yellowstone. 
During  the  fight,  as  we  passed  rapidly  over  the  field,  five  dead  warriors  were  reported 
to  me  as  left  on  the  field,  besides  those  they  were  seen  to  carry  away.  I  intend  to 
continue  the  pursuit.  They  are  in  great  want  of  food,  their  stock  is  nearly  worn 
down,  and  they  cannot  have  a  large  amount  of  ammuuitiou.  What  they  have  has 
been  taken  from  citizens  in  the  Black  Hills,  from  troops  in  the  Cu.'^ter  mat^sacre,  or 
from  friendly  Indians.  Several  of  the  Indians  who  had  just  come  out  from  the 
Standing  Rock  agency  were  seen  to  have  a  fresh  supply  of  50-caliber  ammunition. 
Long  Dog,  one  of  Sitting  Bull's  chiefs,  and  oue  of  the  worst  men  in  the  tribe,  is  now 
at  Peck  getting  ammunition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  recommend  that  all  communication  between  the  hostile  and 
agency  Indians,  except  through  military  channels,  be  discontinued,  when  I  believe  the 
trouble  can  be  settled  during  the  winter.  I  believe  that  Fort  Peck  should  be  occupied 
audall  ammunition  in  that  vicinity  seized  b>  the  Government.  Since  the  engagement, 
I  believe  they  will  be  more  inclined  to  make  peace.  Their  force  \fas  estimated  at 
upward  of  400  lodges  and  nearly  1,000  men. 

If  they  do  not  accept  the  terms  of  the  Government  within  one  month,  I  am  satisfied 
they  will  go  to  the  Big  Horn  country  for  grass  and  game.  If  any  supplies  have  been 
placed  in  that  vicinity,  I  would  be  glad  to  be  apprised  of  it,  as  the  command  may 
move  in  that  direction. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 
Colonel  Fifth  Infantry^  Brevet  Major  General^  U,  6'.  -4.,  Commanding. 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-Genkral, 

Department  of  Dakota,  Saint  Paul,  Minn, 


Camp  opposite  Cabin  Ckerk, 
On  Yellowstone  Bivery  Montana,  October  2(J,  1876. 

Sir:  Since  my  report  of  the  25th  instant  I  learn  from  Bull  Eagle,  principal  chief  of 
the  hostiles  now  south  of  the  Yellowstone,  that  in  their  retreat  the  bands  divided  ;  Sit- 
ting Bull  and  thirty  loilges  broke  off  to  the  left  for  Fort  Peck,  and  the  main  body  head- 
ing for  the  Cheyenne  agency.  His  small  trail  was  seen,  but  it  was  considered  of 
more  importance  to  follow  the  main  body  south  of  the  Yellowstone.  These  are  more 
anxious  for  peace  now  than  over,  and  when  they  are  started  in  the  right  direction  we 
will  turn  our  attention  to  those  near  Peck  and  the  Little  Horn.  I  will  endeavor  to 
keep  them  divided,  and  tuke  them  in  detail. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 
Colonel  Fifth  Infantry,  Brevet  Major- General,  U.  S.  J.,  Commanding. 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Department  of  Dakota,  Saint  Paul,  Minn, 


Headquarters  Yellowstone  Command,  Camp  opposite  Cabin  Crekk, 

On  YclloicHtone  Biver,  Montana,  October  *27, 1876. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  four  principal  chiefs  and  one  head-warvuN^  ^wx- 
rendered  themselves  to-day  as  hostages  that  their  tribes,  l\i«i  'NiXwwfe^iOw^^w^  vccv^  "^^socv^- 
ArcSy  will  coDtinae  tbeir  retreat  to  tne  Cheyenu©  af^eu^^^ ,  au^  \\i«t^  T^\w«ivx  W^  '^^^^"^^ 
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subject  to  tbe  orders  of  the  Gt>vernment.  I  coDsider  this  the  beginning  of  the  end.  In 
sending  them  this  way  I  avoid  escorting  them  three  hundred  miles,  and  it  enables  roe 
t^  turn  north  for  the  remainder  of  Sitting  BnlPs  band.  They  represent  upward  of  foot 
hundred  lodges  of  hostile  Sioux  Indians,  and  if  their  tribes  are  not  in  within  the  stated 
time  their  people,  and  they,  understand  the  position  they  occupy  as  hoatages,  tbe 
chiefs  Bull  Eagle,  Small  Bear,  aud  Bull  take  the  tribes  to  the  agency.  I  gave  them 
6ve  days  to  obtain  meat,  and  thirty  days  to  make  the  journey,  auu  gave  them  a  stat«- 
ment  showing  the  terms  of  their  surrender,  (copy  inclosed.)  Having  driven  (hem  out 
of  the  buffalo  range  they  are  nearly  starving  for  food,  and  I  recomuiend  that,  as  tbej 
give  themselves  up,  if  they  cannot  be  fed  by  the  Interior  Department,  they  be  fed  as 
prisoners  of  war. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 
Colonel  F\flk  Infantry^  Brevet  Major-Generalj  U.  S.  A,,  Commanding. 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-Gknkral, 

Department  of  Dakota,  Saint  Paid,  Minn, 


Camp  oppositk  Cabin  Creek, 
On  the  Yellowstone  River ,  Montana,  Odobtr  27,  1876^ 

This  is  to  certify  that  since  the  recent  engagement  (Octol>er21)  and  pursuit  of  thhj 
body  of  hostile  t<ionx  they  have  surrendered  tive  of  their  principal  chiefs  and  he«i- 
men  as  hostages  that  their  tribes  will  continue  their  retreat  to  the  Cheyenne  ageocT, 
Dakota,  and  there  remain  at  peace,  and  submit  to  the  orders  of  the  Government.  Boll 
Eagle's,  Small  Bear's,  and  Bull's  tribes  are  given  permission  to  delay  five  days  in  tbeir 
present  camp  to  enable  them  to  obtain  sufficient  meat,  and  thirty  days  to  make  tbe 
jrurney.  The  faith  of  the  Government  is  pledged  to  their  protection  so  long  as  tbey 
are  faithfully  complying  with  the  terms  of  their  surrender,  and  any  United  States  offi- 
cer in  command  of  troops  is  respectfully  requested  to  honor  this  coramnnieatioD. 
Should  they  be  found  away  from  their  line  ot  march,  or  absent  after  December  2,  tbeo 
this  protection  becomes  void. 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 
Colonel  Fifth  Infantry ,  Brevet  Major- General,  V.  S.  A,,  Vommandii^. 

Official : 

FRANK  D.  BALDWIN. 
First  Lieutenant  Fifth  Infantrif,  Acting  Assistant  Adjntani-Generei, 


Camp  opposite  Cabin  Crekk, 
Oil  Tellincstone  Hirer,  Montana,  October  27, 1576. 

Dear  General:  I  send  you  in  to-day  five  principal  chiefs  and  head-men  of  tbe 
Sioux  as  hostages  that  their  tribes  will  go  in  and  surrender  at  the  Cheyenne  agency. 
Lieutenant  Forl>e8  will  explain  to  yon  the  condition  of  their  surrender,  and  I  hope 
that  you  will  see  that  they  are  fairly  treated,  especially  Bull  Eagle,  whom  I  think  i 
magniticent  J  oung  Indian,  and  one  who  is  disposed  to  be  friendly.  While  we  hswe 
fought  and  routed  these  people,  and  driven  them  away  fmni  thfeir  ancient  homes,  I 
cannot  bnt  feel  regret  that  they  are  compelled  to  submit  to  starvation,  for  I  fear  they 
will  be  reduced  to  that  condition  as  were  the  southern  Iriben  in  1874.  It  is  in  view  of 
these  considerations  that  I  send  these  head-men  to  yon,  for  in  yonr  hands  they  will  b« 
not  only  under  your  protection  but  at  yonr  mercy.  Thd  result  of  the  last  few  week* 
cannot  bnt  reflect  credit  upon  your  department. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 
Coloiiel  and  Brevet  Major-Genral   U.  S.  A.,  Comman^sg. 
General  A.  H.  Terry, 

Commanding  Department  of  the  Dakota,  Saint  Paul,  Minn, 


Hkadquarters  Ykli-owstonk  Command, 
Oamp  on  Bar-Route  Creek,  Montana,  October  2-*,  1876. 
Gkneual:   Fearing  that  yon  may^  not  fully  nnderstatid  just  the  condition  npon 
which  tbt»e  cbWfs  awriewAeTv^.l'^^^V^'S^^^  a^ain.    Red  Skirt  is  principal  chief  of  tbe 
MiuuecoiijouB,  awd  teVatevX  Vv>  \iv\\\  ^\v^«, 'v^ao  \.^^V\^^,\^^s^  ^S.  ^V^^wt  60  lodges  to  tbe 
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agency.  White  Bull  is  father  of  Small  Bear,  who  takes  in  his  band  of  abont  50  lodges. 
Black  Eagle  and  Sanrise  are  chiefs,  and  Foolish  Thauder  head-warrior,  of  the  Sans- 
Arcs.  I  cannot  say  the  exact  nnmber  that  they  will  take  in,  although  Red  Skirt  claims 
to  be  chief  of  1,300  lodges.  I  presame  this  includes  some  now  at  the  agencies.  I 
think  they  should  take  in  200,  and  possibly  500  lodges.  1  believe  the  work,  as  far  as 
this  command  is  concerned,  has  been  well  done,  and  what  is  to  be  accomplished 
will  depend  upon  the  manner  in  which  these  chiefs  are  treated,  and  the  reception  their 
people  receive  on  their  arrival.  Bull  Eagle  was  told,  and  I  believe  fully  understood, 
that  on  his  arrival  there  he  should  turn  in  his  arms,  particularly  the  Springfield  car- 
bines, and  snch  horses  as  the  Government  should  require.  I  would  recommend  that 
what  property  is  taken  from  them  be  sold  at  some  good  market  and  the  proceeds  re- 
turned to  the  owners  in  domestic  stock,  for  there  is  no  doubt  but  what  they  will  be 
poor  enough  in  a  short  time.  If  they  can  be  encouraged  to  become  a  pastoral  people, 
they  should  in  that  way  soon  become  self-sustaining.  They  are  very  suspicious,  and 
of  course  afraid  that  some  terrible  punishmeut  will  be  inflicted  upon  them.  Bull 
Eagle  tells  me  that  the  interpreter  at  the  Cheyenne  agency  informs  them  that  *' the 
whites  are  going  to  do  something  terrible  with  them.''  This,  of  course,  does  no  good, 
and  frightens  his  people.  If  any  change  is  made  in  their  condition,  I  think  that  it 
would  be  well  that  it  be  made  late  in  the  winter,  and  after  they  are  all  in.  If  we  can 
keep  them  divided  and  destroy  Sitting  Bull's  influence,  I  think  we  can  end  this  trouble 
in  time.  Sitting  Bull's  band  is  the  wildest  on  the  continent,  and,  strange  as  it  may 
seem,  there  were  people  in  his  tribe  who  had  never  seen  the  face  of  a  wnite  man  be- 
fore October  21,  and  when  one  of  my  soldiers  went  with  the  interpreter  to  his  band, 
he  was  looked  upon  as  a  strange  ana  curious  being.  I  believe  Sitting  Bull  would  be 
l^lad  to  make  a  peace,  at  least  for  a  time,  but  he  is  afraid  he  has  committed  an  unpar- 
donable ofi'ense.  The  Cheyennes  reported  as  having  gone  to  the  Little  Horn  country, 
I  believe  have  crossed  or  will  cross  near  its  mouth,  and  will  be  found  on  the  Big  Dry. 
I  presume  they,  with  Sitting  Bull's  band,  will  number  near  five  hundred  lodges. 

I'am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

NELSON  A.  MILES, 
Colonel  Fifth  Infantry,  Brevet  Major-General,  U.  S.  A.,  Commatidiug, 
General  A.  H.  Terry, 

Ck>mmanding  Department  of  Dakota,  Saint  Paul,  Minn. 

P.  S. — Since  sending  these  warriors  in  I  have  apprised  General  Hazen  of  my  inten- 
tion of  moving  immediately  north  from  Tongue  River,  in  order  to  move  upon  any 
Indians  that  may  be  on  the  Big  Dry,  and  also  to  follow  those  gone  to  Peck,  and  have 
requested  him  to  place  supplies  at  the  latter  point. 

N.  A.  MILES, 

U.  8.  A. 


3  F.— REPORT  OF  LIEUT.  COL.  E.  S.  OTIS. 

Headquarters  Battalion  Twenty-second  Infantry, 

Glendive  Creek,  Mont.,  October  13,  1876. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  thataloa<led  train  started  fronwthis  station  for 
Tongue  River  on  the  lOth  instant,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  C.  W.  Miner,  Twenty- 
second  Infantry,  and  returned  the  next  day,  the  reasons  for  which  are  fully  set  forth 
in  the  accompanying  report  of  Captain  Miner. 

I  have  caused  the  train  to  be  re-organized,  and  will  start  with  it  myself  to-morrow 
niorniug,  with  Companies  C  and  G,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  0,  H,  and  K,  Twenty-second 
Infantry,  which  force  will  have  one  hundred  and  eighty  rifles.  I  will  also  take  a  sec- 
tion of  Galling  guns,  caliber  50.  I  have  so  few  serviceable  horses  here  that  I  cannot 
have  more  than  three  or  four  mounted  men.  I  am  satisfied,  from  all  the  information 
I  can  gather,  that  there  is  a  large  force  of  Indians  in  the  country,  who  seem  to  be  bold 
and  defiant ;  they  have  been  hovering  around  this  camp,  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  for 
the  past  two  days,  and  no  doubt  it  is  their  plan  to  attempt  to  break  up  the  communi- 
cation between  this  place  and  Tongue  River,  but  I  think  we  can  pass  through  the 
countr}^  with  the  force  I  am  taking. 

I  leave  this  camp  under  the  command  of  Captain  Clarke,Twenty-second  Infantry ;  with 
his  compan3%(I,)  and  with  the  men  attached,  he  will  have  eighty  rifles  and  one  Gat- 
ling  gun,  caliber  45. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  OTIS, 
Lieutenant' Colonel  Tirenty-second  Infantry,  Commanding, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General  Department  ok  Dakota, 

Saint  Faul^  i/tun. 
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Camp  mouth  Gjlendivk  Creek, 

October  12, 1876. 

Post- A  djutant  : 

Sir:  Iu  c(nipliaDce  with  the  verbal  orders  of  the  commanding  officer,  I  have  the 
honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant  I  started  for  Tongne  River 
with  a  train  of  niuet.v-four  wagons  and  one  ambniance,  escorted  by  fbar  compa- 
nies of  infantry,  strength  as  follows: 

Company  C,  Seventeenth  United  States  Infantry 39 

Company  H,  Twenty -second  United  States  Infantry 

Company  G,  Twenty-second  United  States  Infantry 

Company  K,  Twenty-second  United  States  Infantry 

That  I  moved  from  camp,  at  the  month  of  Glendive  Creek,  at  half  past  10  in  the 
morning.  So  soon  as  the  head  of  my  truin  appeared  on  the  hills  on  the  west  side  of  the 
camp  I  saw  a  signal-fire  spring  np  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Yellowstone  River, 
home  ten  miles  above,  and  opposite  the  camp  I  intended  to  make  that  evening.  I  arrived 
in  camp,  what  is  called  Fourteen-mile  Camp,  aboat  5  in  the  evening.  The  camp  is 
in  the  bed  of  a  creek,  and  commanded  by  hills  at  short  range  on  all  sides  bat  the 
south,  where  it  is  open  to^yard  the  Y«-11owstone  River.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  brash, 
and  some  timber  along  the  banks  of  the  creek.  The  corrals  were  made  as  compactlj 
as  possible  for  the  night,  and  secured  with  ropes;  the  companies  wei*e  camped  close  to 
theuf\,  two  on  each  side;  thirty -six  men  and  four  non-commissioned  officers  were  de- 
tailed for  guard ;  two  reserves  were  formed  and  placed  on  the  flanks  not  protected  bj 
the  companies.  At  3  o'clock  a.  m.  of  the  11th  the  Indians  made  an  attack  on  caoip. 
accompanied  by  yells  and  a  hot  tire,  from  a  ravine  about  two  hundred  yards  awsy. 
The  tire  was  entirely  directe<l  on  the  corral,  and  they  had  the  range  exactly.  This  fire 
excited  the  mules,  so  thht  they  broke  the  ropes  of  the  corrals  and  stampeded,  falling 
into  the  hands  of  the  Indians — forty -one  from  the  Government  train,  and  six  from  the 

<(k^  ;  one  mule  was  shot  through.    The  firing  continued  for  about  half  an  honr,  when 

the  Indians  moved  off;  not  only  the  party  who  had  done  the  firing,  but  another  partj 
on  the  other  side  of  camp,  who  ha*!  not  tired,  but  who  were  heard  to  move  oflT.    At  6 

I  prepared  to  move  forward.  The  road  here  for  about  three  miles  runs  up  the 
bed  of  the  creek  camped  on,  aud  there  are  a  number  of  cross- ravines.  After  the 
train  started,  but  before  the  rear  guard  had  left  camp,  they  were  fired  on 
from  the  timber  skirting  the  creek,  and  a  large  body  of  Indians,  estimated  at 
from  two  to  three  hundred,  came  over  the  foot-hills  between  the  camp  and 
the  Yellowstone  Hiver  on  the  Civst  side  of  camp.    These  Indians  6ngage<l  the  rear- 

fuard,  commanded  by  Captain  McArthnr,  Seventeenth  Infantry,  at  lung  range,  and 
ept  np  a  continual  skirmish,  tiring  out  of  all  the  depressions  iu  the  ground  and  from 
behind  the  crests  of  hills.  Tliis  forced  me  to  move  at  a  snail's  pace  so  as  to  keep  the 
train  closed  up  and  that  the  rear-guard  should  not  be  left  too  far  behind.  As  soon  as  I 
reached  the  high  prairie  I  could  see  large  numbers  of  Indfans  on  my  left  coming  up  appar- 
ently from  the  Yellowstone  River,  and  passing  to  my  front.  These  were  entirely  distinct 
and  in  addition  to  those  in  my  rear.  My  impressiou  was  that  they  intended  to  attack  me 
at  the  next  water.  Clear  Creek,  8  miles  from  my  camp  of  the  night  of  the  10th  instant 
Clear  Creek  is  iu  a  deep  ravine,  very  bad  to  get  down  to  and  hard  to  pull  up  out  of.  It 
is  so  narrow  that  th^ hills  on  either  side  will  command  its  entire  width.     At  half-past 

II  a.  m.,  I  had  gotten  within  about  half  a  mile  of  Clear  Creek.  My  rear  was  still  fired 
on,  and  Indians  could  be  seen  on  all  sides.  I  sent  mj'  wagon-master  ahead  to  examine 
Clear  Creek,  if  possible.  He  came  back  and  reported  that  he  saw  twelve  in  the  ravine 
throngli  which  we  would  b§  obliged  to  descend,  and  that  hn  heard  firing  on  the  creek 
itself,  and  believed  they  were  in  force  there.  I  at  once  decide<i  that  iu  the  crippled  condi- 
tion of  the  train  it  wonld  be  best  to  return  to  the  camp  at  the  mouth  of  Glendive  creek 
My  reasons  were  these :  So  far,  the  Indians  had  shown  a  force,  as  near  as  I  could  estimate, 
of  from  400  to  600;  their  signal-tires  were  springing  up  iu  all  directions.  I  was  satisfied 
that  if  I  took  the  train  into  the  bed  of  Clear  Creek  it  would  be  attacked  and  be  so 
much  fnrther  crippled  as  to  necessitate  the  abandonment  of  some  of  the  wagons.  That 
the  same  performance  would  take  place  at  the  next  creek,  and  in  all  probability  in 
much  larger  force,  if  I  were  not  compelled  to  corral  away  from  both  wood  and  water. 
That  with  the  force  I  had  I  could  not  cover  the  herd  in  its  necessary  grazing.  That  in 
going  forward  I  should  lose  the  major  part  of  the  train  ;  and,  finally,  if  I  turned  at  once 
I  conld  take  the  train  back  to  the  supply-camp  iu  safety.  I  at  once  turned  back  up 
Clear  Creek  to  reach  the  upper  trail  and  reached  it  iu  about  two  miles.  This  trail  is 
on  high  open  ground  and  there  are  no  intersecting  ravines,  so  that  it  gave  me  all  the 
advantage  in  moving.  So  soon  as  I  reached  the  new  trail  the  attack  on  my  rear  ceased, 
although  the  Indians  followed  me  at  some  distance  and  could  be  seen  in  small  parti<»s 
till  late  in  the  afternoon.  I  had  no  fnrther  trouble  with  them  and  reached  camp  at  9 
p.  m..  after  a  hard  march  of  twenty-nine  miles.  In  closing  I  wish  to  state  that  it  is 
my  belief  that  a  much  larger  force  than  four  companies  of  about  forty  men  each  \cill 
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be  reqnirod  to  force  the  traiD  through ;  that  it  shonld  be  supplied  with  a  force  of  at 
least  twenty-four  good  uiouuted  nieu,  plenty  of  water-kegs  kept  constantly  filled  and 
not  used  from  except  in  case  of  real  necessity,  and  at  least  one  gun — two  would  bo 
better.  In  reply  to  the  Higual-tires  I  saw  a  dense  smoke  arise  apparently  in  the  Little 
Missouri  country  abont  the  head  of  Beaver,  and  believe  that  one  of  their  main  camps 
with  their  lamilies  is  in  that  section  of  country,  and  that  there  is  a  camp  somewhere 
abont  O^Fallon  Creek  for  the  purpose  of  annoying  trains. 

The  men  and  officers  did  all  of  them  exceedingly  well,  and  it  is  due  to  them  that  the 
train  came  off  as  well  as  it  did.  The  wagon-masters  were  the  only  men  that  I  had 
available  as  scouts,  and  were  invaluable  to  me  in  that  capacity  in  looking  over  the 
country  in  my  front. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  W.  MINER, 
Captain  Twenty-aecond  Infantry, 


no.  4.— report  of  general  ord. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio^  Tex. 

Sir:  I  herewith  inclose  reports  marked  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  showing  the 
movement  of  troops,  number  of  scouts  and  expeditions  in  my  depart- 
ment, and  number  of  offenses  against  persons  and  property,  and  also  of 
desertions,  committed  by  troops  in  it,  all  for  the  past  year. 

In  regard  to  expeditions  after  hostile  Indians,  all  the  Indians  who 
came  into  or  temporarily  occupy  this  State  are,  and  have  been  for 
years,  hostile.  They  never  come  around  the  settlements  except  to  rob 
or  murder,  and  the  peculiarly  wild,  rugged,  and  inhospitable  character 
of  the  immense  and  almost  unknown  portion  of  Texas,  extending  from 
the  one  hundredth  meridian,  in  a  line  due  west,  to  El  Paso  del  Norte,  a 
distance  of  400  miles,  and  from  the  Red  River  south  to  the  Rio  Bravo,  a 
distance  along  that  meridian  of  460  miles,  makes  it  next  to  impossible, 
with  the  limited  force  at  my  command,  to  do  more  tbau  guard  a  few  im- 
portant settlements  along  or  near  the  Rio  Grande,  protect  the  stage- 
routes,  and  occasionally  pursue  a  raiding  band  after  it  has  struck  its 
blow,  and  is  in  full  run  for  the  hitherto  safe  retreat  among  the  recesses 
of  the  mountains  in  Northeastern  Mexico. 

Many  of  these  Indians  have  in  years  past  been  driven  by  the  troops 
and  Texans  from  this  State  to  the  uninhabited  mountains  of  Mexico, 
whence  they  have  carried  on  their  depredations  with  impuuity  and  great 
profit,  selling  their  plunder  to  the  nearest  Mexican  towns  or  villages, 
and  returning  to  Texas  for  more  booty  as  soon  as  the  proceeds  of  pre- 
vious raids  were  spent.  Some  of  the  settlements  along  the  Rio  Grande 
have  been  almost  abandoi^d  by  the  stock  rancheros  because  of  the 
want  of  safety  to  life  or  property,  and  I  have  had  summer  camps  estab- 
lished at  two  such  places  for  the  protection  of  the  sett  lefs. 

The  stock-interest  exposed  to  these  raids  is  very  large  and  is  entitled 
to  consideration  ;  and  I  here  have  to  repeat  what  I  stated  in  a  former 
report,  that  there  is  only  one  way  of  checking  them  or  of  recovering  the 
stolen  property,  and  that  is  to  pursue  the  raiders  to  their  retreats  in 
Mexico,  where  they  can  be  punished,  and  the  stock  sometimes  recovered. 
They  always  have  the  start  of  troops  sent  to  overtake  them  while  in 
United  States  territory,  and  they  always  have  the  plundered  horses  to 
ride,  changing  as  fast  as  needed;  so  that  they  nearly  always  reach  the 
river  in  safety,  and  taunt  us  from  the  other  side,  as  they  ride  leisurely 
along  driving  the  stolen  American  stock,  and  sometimes  displaying  the 
scalps  of  our  people. 

The  authorities  of  Chihuahua  have\uv\ted  o\xt  ^q-^^^^^^awvv^'^'^^'^ 
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side  of  the  river,  with  a  view  to  rid  themselves  of  these  Indians,  vho 
have  not  scrupled  at  times  to  cross  the  river  near  where  they  live,  go 
some  distance  up  or  down,  recross  and  plunder  on  the  Mexican  side. 

I  herewith  api>end  telegrams  showing  the  condition  of  some  of  the 
principal  towns  of  the  frontier  provinces  in  Mexico,  and  the  measures 
taken  for  the  protection  of  American  interests  thereat: 

HEAiK^UARTRRS  DEPARTMENT  OF  TeXAS, 

San  AntoniOf  Tex,,  April  18,  lt^6. 
Drum,  Chicago : 

The  following  received  last  night  from  comDiander  Fort  Mcintosh,  April  16, 1876: 
'*  Revolutionists  levied  prestonia  on  inhabitants  ot  New  Laredo,  including  tive  Amer- 
icans, and  threatened  to  break  open  their  stores  and  sell  goods  to  donble  amonnt 
assessed  nnless  paid  by  eight  to-morrow  morning.     Commercial  agent  has  appealed 
to  me,  but  I  have  no  authority  to  act,  and  no  force  if  I  had  authority. 

**  MERRIAM. 
*^  Major,  Ccmmamding.^ 

His  instructions  are,  as  directed  from  division  commander,  to  ^'  remain  strictly  neo- 
tral,''  but  revolutionists  may  take  advantage  of  the  small  United  States  force  there 
available,  plunder  and  murder  peaceable  Americans.  Should  I  send  a  larger  force 
there,  could  it,  in  such  extremity,  cross  the  river  for  protection  of  Americans  at  a 
place  from  which  the  governmental  forces  had  been  driven  f 

ORD, 
Brigadier-  Getieral 

Headqarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  Tex,,  July  14,  1876. 
Devin,  Brown : 

The  following  dispatch  from  the  General  of  the  Army  is  forwarded  for  your  informa- 
tion and  guidance,. in  answer  to  a  telegram  from  United  States  consul  in  Matamoras, 
to  the  effect  that  Cortina  was  near,  and  asking  assistance  of  the  troops  at  Brownsville. 
The  Secretary  of  State  informs  him  that  the  Government  could  not  authorize  aoj 
interference  by  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  but  that  the  authorities  would  be 
instructed  to  lend  aid  for  the  protection  of  the  lives  and  property  of  American  citizeos. 

DRUM, 
AffMtant  Adjutant-General, 

The  following  telegram  sent  Merriara,  April  19,  is  sent  for  guidance  in  case  necessity 
arises  to  move  troops  into  Mexico  to  protect  lives  and  property  of  American  citizens: 
^*  In  reply  to  telegram  stating  that  five  American  citizens  in  New  Laredo  had,  through 
the  commercial  agent,  asked  for  protection  against  revolutionary  ofliccrs  on  account  of 
refusing  to  pay  prestamo,  from  being  sold  out,  the  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  yon 
will  grant  tlie  protection  asked  its  American  citizens  in  New  Laredo  against  such  law- 
less outrages  as  the  government  of  Mexico  is  unable  to  prevent,,  but  wishes  caution. 

•*  TAYLOR, 

*'A.  A,  G, 
"  By  order : 

"  SCHREINER, 

"-4.  A.  D,  C." 
[Translated  copy.] 

Privaie  correspondence  of  the  generaUin-dhitf  of  (he  free  tone  of  the  line  of  the  Bravo. 

Matamoras,  July  — ,  1876. 
General  Devin, 

Fort  Brown,  Texas : 

My  Dear  Friend  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  citizens  Candelario  JamieS) 
Marcos  Lopez,  and  Pedro  Vasquez,  residing  at  the  **  Banco,''  Mexican  territory,  on  the 
left  bank  of  the  Bravo,  were  arrested  on  the  16th  day  of  the  present  month. 

These  individuals  are  accused  of  the  robbery  of  a  train  of  merchandise  and  the  roar- 
der  of  its  conductors,  an  act  which  took  place  in  September,  1875,  near  Reynosa.  They 
are  aleo  accused  of  the  robbery  of  a  train  of  silver,  and  the  killing  of  two  cart-drivera 
who  were  with  it. 

From  this  you  will  see  that  I  am  pursuing  bandits  in  the  most  active  manner,  and  it 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  plague  which  for  past  years  has  been  devastating  this  frontier 
may  be  destroyed,  in  accordance  with  the  desires  which  I  have  already  expressetl  to 
jou  for  the  paci^caliou  and  progress  of  the  border.    Without  further  of  importance  to 

add  to-day,  ^     a   » 

I  renaain,  geiioraV,  ^OTit  aSwi\»\oii«k\Amwi^,«iL<i.^ 
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[TnuiBlated  copy. J 

Political  and  Military  Headquarters  of  the 

Free  Zone  of  the  line  of  the  Bravo. 

Ygnacio  Revneltas,  general-in-chief  of  the  secoud  brigade  of  the  third  diviHiou,  po- 
litical chief  aDd  military  couimauder  of  the  free  zone  of  the  liue  of  the  Bravo,  certities 
that  the  Mexican  citizens  Candelario  Jamies,  Marcos  Lopez,  and  Ptdro  Ynt^qnez,  at 
present  prisoners  in  this  city,  were  arrested  at  the  Banco  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Bravo, 
and  in  Mexican  territory,  by  Mexican  citizens, on  the  night  of  the  15rh  of  the  present 
month;  and  tbat  the  said  Candelario  Jamies,  Marcos  Lopez,  and  Pedro  Vat^quez  are 
accused  before  the  proper  jadicial  authority,  who  will  institute  the  correH[M)ndiiig  suit, 
in  conformity  to  the  laws,  of  robbing,  in  September,  1875,  a  train  of  merchandise  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Julius  Eversmand,  a  German  subject,  of- murdering  its  conductors; 
of  robbing,  in  November  of  same  year,  another  train  of  silver,  of  killing  two  cart- 
drivers  ;  and,  finally,  for  murdering  Mr.  Manuel  Pozos  in  May  of.  the  present  year. 

In  witness  thereof  I  have  issued  the  x>resent,  in  Matamoras,  this  24th  day  of  July, 
1876. 

Y.  REVUELTA8. 

[Telegram.] 

Dated  Fort  McIntosu,  Te3ra«,^u^M«(  8, 1876. 
[Beceived  at  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  13.20.] 

To  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  San  Antonio : 

New  Laredo  this  instant  carried  by  assault.  One  man  has  been  wounded  by  stray 
shot  ou  our  side. 

MERRIAM, 
Lieut.  Colonel  Commanding, 

War  Department,  Signal-Service  United  States  Army, 

United  States  Tklegkaph, 
Dated  Fort  Mcintosh,  Septembtr  3,  1876. 
[Received  at  San  Antonio  September  3,  1876 — 3.30  p.  m.] 

To  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

San  Antonio,  Tex,: 

United  States  commercial  agent  appeals  for  troops  to  protect  himself  and  Americans 
in  New  l^aredo,  inclosing  copy  of  petition  made  by  merchants  to  him.  Represents 
town  entirely  without  authorities,  civil  or  military,  of  either  contending  party,  and 
that  a  band  of  twenty  or  more  armed  men  under  Cecilia  Benavides,  a  notorious  rob- 
ber and  murderer,  has  just  entered  town  to  the  terror  of  the  people.  Shall  I  take  ac- 
tion now,  or  await  acts  of  robbery  ? 

MERRIAM, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Commanding, 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

San  Antonio,  Ttx.,  September  3,  1876. 
Merriam,  Mcintosh ; 

If  there  is  no  other  alternative  and  American  citizens  are  in  danger  do  not  wait  till 
robberies  begin,  but  act  at  once.  In  case  yon  cross  to  protect  such,  remain  only  long 
enough  to  enable  American  citizens  to  return  with  you  and  secure  their  property  by 
bringing  it  to  this  side.  You  must  be  the  judge  of  the  time  necessary  to  do  this.  VVe 
cannot  garrison  New  Laredo. 

ORD,  Brig,  Gen, 

War  Department,  Signal-Service  United  States  Army, 

United  States  Telegraph, 
Dated  Stto  Laredo,  September  8,  lt576, 
[Received  at  San  Antonio  September  8,  lb7G— 5.ti0  p.  m.] 
To  General  Ord  : 

United  States  troops  have  been  guarding  my  office  and  stores  of  American  merchants 
for  two  days.  Colonel  Merriam  says  tbat  he  is  not  authorized  to  continue  occupation, 
and  wishes  to  withdraw  the  troops,  which  would  be  simply  abandoning  us  to  power 
of  the  bandit,  Cecilia  Benavides,  who  is  the  terror  of  both  parties  here.  Civil  author- 
ities are  afraid  to  stay  here  at  night.  Benavides  was  in  the  suburbs  of  town  la^t 
night,  with  about  fifty  men,  and  was  only  prevented  from  i^ackvtv^  \.\^«^  ^\»\^^ 'kvv^xj^nvx- 
dering  American  merchants  here  by  presence  oi  t\ie  \]m\Ad  ^X«kV&v^  wiW\«t^»  Yia ^\»>g^^ 
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every  one  who  entered  or  left  town.  Inquired  for  Mr.  CnstaDce  and  myself.  Said  he 
would  hau^  n%  both  as  soon  as  he  could  catch  us.  He  has  planned  the  murder  and 
robbery  of  Messrs.  F.  Levy,  M.  Druiand,  T.  Walsh,  J.  Villegas,  and  Roldraded:  Son. 
This  is  reliable.  Mexican  citizens  here  indignant  at  occupation.  Many  threats,  hot 
no  action  so  far.  It  would  ruin  American  merchants  to  cross  their  goods  and  {>ersoD5 
to  Laredo,  Tex.  J.  J.  HAYNES, 

United  States  Commercial  Agent. 

Headquarters  Department  of  Texas, 

^fi  AntaniOf  Texas,  September  6, 1876. 

J.  J.  Haynes,  Commercial  Agent ^  New  Laredo: 

[Through  Major  Merriam,  commanding  Fort  Mcintosh.] 

Dispatch  received.  I  am  perfectly  aware  of  the  danger  of  doing  bnsiness  at  Laredo 
and  the  suspension  of  all  authority,  but  United  States  troops  cannot  remain  on  foreign 
territory  for  protection  of  special  interests.  Major  Merriam  is  hereby  instructed  to 
give  American  merchants  four  days,  including  to-morrow,  to  get  out  of  the  conntrj 
with  their  valuables ;  at  the  end  of  that  time  to  withdraw  the  troops.  This  is  the  best 
I  can  do  for  you. 

ORD,  Brigadier 'GenersL 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Rio  Grande, 

Fort  Brown,  Texas,  September  8, 1876. 

To  the  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Department  of  Texas,  San  Antonio,  Texas: 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the  following  extract  from  the  report  of 
the  grand  jury  of  the  twenty-fifth  judicial  district  of  Texas: 

[Extract] 

"  Grand  Jury  Room,  September  6, 1876. 

"  To  the  Hon.  Edward  Dougherty, 

*' Judge  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Judicial  District  of  Texas: 

"Sir  :  In  our  investigation  concerning  the  alleged  kidnaping  case  by  Mexican  offi- 
cials, we  tind  that  the  territory  on  which  said  act  was  committed  is  a  cat-ofi*  from 
Mexico,  and  is  still  under  Mexican  jurisdiction. 
**  Very  respectfully, 

"FRANK  H.  PIERCE, 

"  Foreman  of  Grand  Jury." 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  C.  DEVIN, 
Lieutenant'Colonel  Eighth  Cavalry,  Commanding, 

[Tele{in*<im.] 

Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  September  11, 1876. 
(Received  at  San  Antonio  September  11,  4.30  p.  m.) 
Taylor,  A.  A,  G.  : 

Situation  here  all  quiet  up  to  date.  Most  of  the  reports  you  see  in  Galveston  papers 
about  federal  reverses  are  untrue.  It  is  true  that  pronunciados  occupied  Cauitrgo 
with  a  fight.  They  have  asbured  citizens  of  protection,  and  civil  authorities  to  con- 
tinue their  functions.  Cortina  has  issued  a  proclamation  dated  opposite  Mat-anioras, 
and  expressing  intention  to  occupy  the  town,  but  at  the  same  time  and  date  2(K)of 
Revueltas's  troops  were  fifteen  miles  in  front  of  town  burning  all  the  ranches  within 
ten  miles  of  Matamonis,  among  them  Cortina^s  ranch  La  Sabiuit^i,  and  shooting,  bans- 
ing,  and  taking  prisoners  his  adherents,  and  returning  without  molest^vtion.  Pi-ople 
are  now  awaiting  ^e^^lt  of  change  of  Mexican  cabinet  and  action  of  Congress,  which 
commences  on  September  16.  There  have  been  plenty  of  scares  but  no  real  attack,  or 
I  would  have  notified  you.  Revueltas  will  not  scare,  and  that  is  what  is  the  matitf 
with  the  revolution  and  its  partisans  here  ;  but  he  has  only  about  six  hundred  men  to 
move  his  lines  and  cannot  go  out  to  fight  them. 

DEVIN, 

Commanding. 
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War  Department,  Signal  Service  United  States  Army, 

United  States  Telegraph,  dated  Fort  Brown,  Tex.,  September  13,  1876. 

(Received  at  San  Antouio,  Tex.,  September  13,  1876.) 

To  Assistant  Adjctant-General, 

Department  Texas : 

The  following  telocrram  received  last  nigbt  is  hereby  respectfully  forwarded :  "Lo- 
cal authorities,  with  federal  alcalde,  completed  organization  yesterday,  but  my  troops 
remained  in  posse^ssion  by  their  request  until  this  morning,  when  they  withdrew,  and 
I  received  thanks  from  Mexican  authorities  for  my  action.  Report  by  mail.  (Signed) 
Meriam,  lieutenant-colonel,  commanding.'' 

DEVIN, 

Commanding, 

War  Department,  Signal  Service  United  Stati:s  Armv, 

United  Slates  Telegraph,  dat^  Fort  Mcintosh,  Tex.,  September  20,  1876. 

(Received  at  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  September  20, 1876—7.15  p.  m.) 

To  Assistant  Adjutant-Geneual, 

Department  »f  Tt*xns,  San  Antonio  : 

Revolutionary  collector  at  New  Laredo  orders  American  merchants  to  make  new  en- 
tries and  pay  duplicate  duties  on  all  goods  imported  through  federal  custom-honae 
since  August  23  ;  if  not  complied  with  by  three  o'clock  treble  rates  to  be  charged,  bt'- 
aides  fines.  This  is  a  new  form  of  robbery,  and  if  carried  out  will  injure  one  house  to 
amount  of  several  thousand  dollars.  They  have  refused  to  comply,  and  I  expect  an- 
other appeal  for  protection.    Line  not  working  to  Fort  Brown. 

A.  MERRIAM, 
Lieutenant' Colonel f  Commanding, 

Headquarters,  Department  of  Texas, 

San  AntoniOf  Tex.,  September  21,  1876. 

Xommandfng  Officer,  Mcintosh : 

The  department  commander  does  not  intend  to  interfere  with  the  collector  of  cus- 
toms at  Laredo. 

TAYLOR, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

[Telegram.] 

Fort  Brown,  September  21, 1876. 
(Received  at  San  Antonio  September  21, 1876,  7  p.  m.) 

To  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Department  of  Texas,  San  Antonio,  Tex, : 

District  all  quiet.  No  cattle-raids  since  first  telegram.  There  is  always,  in  the  mat- 
ter of  stealing,  some  going  on.  Several  cattle-thieves  have  bt*en  arrested  and  are 
ander  bonds ;  also,  a  number  of  revolutionists  have  been  arrested  on  this  side  of  the 
river  and  placed  under  bonds.  Gen.  Placido  Vega,  of  the  revolutionary  forces,  was 
arrested  in  Brownsville  on  Monday  night,  and  placed  under  bonds  by  United  States 
Commissioner  Kelly.  J.  L  Smith,  American  citizen  of  Brownsville,  in  whose  room 
Vega  had  staid  on  Monday  night,  was  arrested  in  Matamoras  while  examining  the 
Mexican  intrenchnients.  He  is  now  held  by  Mexican  authorities  as  a  spy.  The  revo- 
lutionary forces  all  throngh  the  state  of  Tauiaulipas  are  converging  toward  Mata- 
moras, and  are  daily  expected  to  attack  the  city,  which  holds  about  ^00  men,  under 
Revueltas  ;  the  woods  ftre  three  miles  in  extent  across  the  bend  of  river  north — five 
gates  or  sally-ports,  covered  by  light  guns.  The  Mexican  military  authorities  co-oper- 
ate promptly  with  United  States  troops  in  maintaining  order  and  suppressing  raiding. 
If  Cortina  were  successful,  it  would  be  likely  to  renew  cattle-raiding,  as  all  the  cattle- 
thieves  are  known  to  be  his  adherents,  but  as  the  revolutionists  know  that  the  United 
States  will  not  permit  Cortina  to  capture  Matamoras,  the  operations  are  now  conducted 
in  the  name  of  General  Canales. 

DEVIN. 

The  last  dispatch  from  New  Laredo,  No.  12,  shows  that  the  revolution- 
ist collector  had  relevied  duties  od  imports  brought  in  since  23d  last 
August ;  this  is  simply  not  a  new  mode  of  robbery.  In  fact,  the  busi- 
ness of  collecting  revenue,  in  goods,  money,  or  anything  else,  is  one  that 
is  taken  up  along  the  Rio  Grande  by  any  leader  who  cau  ^i^Ox«^  ^\<is^ 
armed  followers  with  whom  to  divide  l\i^  pVvxwOl^t.    \\i  XiXi^  ^ift»\v»Xx^ 
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around  Matatnoras,  Ganales  and  Cortina,  with  their  bands,  collect  rev- 
enues, and  when  they  cannot  get  money,  ihey  will  take  mules,  horses, 
watches,  jewelry,  supplies,  &c. ;  at  the  same  time,  the  regular  govern- 
ment officials  collect  revenues  inside  the  town,  making  occasional  col- 
lecting dashes  outside.  The  outsiders  extend  their  collecting  tour^  oc- 
casionally to  this  side  the  river,  which  being  more  profitable,  and  a  re- 
lief to  their  own  citizens,  is  one  cause  of  their  greater  popularity. 

One  of  the  demoralizing  eff'ects  of  this  cut-throat  struggle  on  the  Lower 
Bio  Grande,  over  some  hundreds  of  miles  along  our  immediate  border, 
is  that  whenever  one  of  the  contending  bands  gets  worsted,  and  it  is 
convenient  to  do  so,  they  take  refuge  on  this  side  the  river,  and  use  it 
as  a  base  from  which,  when  a  fair  opportunity  offers,  and  the  other 
party  is  off  its  guard,  to  continue  the  war,  and  from  which  to  draw  sap- 
plies,  not  always  with  the  consent  of  the  owners. 

Of  course,  the  increase  of  renegades  and  vagabonds  from  such  a 
soni^ce  (men  who  will  rob  a  traveler,  or  an  unprotected  outlying  settler, 
for  a  few  dollars  or  a  horse)  is  no  advantage  to  us.  And  the  result  is 
that  the  Texas  border  is  not  as  safe  a  place  to  live  or  travel  in  as  it 
used  to  be.  Indeed,  it  has  become  a  grave  question  what  steps  shall  be 
taken  to  put  a  stop  to  these  disorders  on  our  immediate  frontier,  which 
so  vitally  affect  the  safety  of  our  own  territory. 

In  one  of  the  late  attacks  of  the  revolutionists  at  New  Laredo,  they 
took  such  aim  that  their  bullets  came  across  the  river  and  killed  one  or 
two  persons  and  wounded  some  others  on  our  side. 

It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  war  in  Mexico  is  turning  loose  upon 
that  unfortunate  country — and  occasionally  in  ours — the  very  worst 
elements  of  society,  and  where  such  a  state  of  things  prevails,  industry, 
commerce,  and  all  progress  in  peaceful  pursuits  are  paralyzed.  Old 
public  works  go  to  ruin,  and  there  is  no  likelihood  of  new  ones  being 
commenced,  and  the  interests  of  foreign  merchants  are  the  first  to  suffer. 

From  the  facts  that  among  his  opponents  are  the  worst  men  in  the 
country,  and  that  the  banditti  and  bigotry  are  combined  against  him, 
there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  present  President  of  the  republic 
was  deeply  interested  in  promoting  the  progress  and  welfare  of  his 
country,  and  had  his  efforts  been  seconded  there  would  have  been  a 
much  better  condition  of  affairs  fhan  now  exists. 

While  it  may  seem  to  be  none  of  my  business,  as  a  military  com- 
mander, to  give  my  opinions  in  the  matter  of  the  causes  that  coutinae 
revolutions  in  our  sister  republic,  or  to  suggest  the  remedies  for  such, 
yet  the  welfare  of  that,  our  only  republican  neighbor,  is  intimately 
connected  with  our  own,  and  on  her  condition,  whether  one  of  peace  or 
war,  dei)ends  somewhat  the  number  of  troops  which  it  behooves  us  to 
maintain  in  this  department,  so  that  really  this  is  a  question  of  military 
importance,  and  I  therefore  feel  justified  in  giving  it  as  my  belief  that 
were  the  intelligent  and  patriotic  men  in  Mexico  (and  there  are  a  good 
many  such)  convinced  that  the  United  States  had  no  ulterior  designs 
upon  the  territory  of  that  country,  and  were  really  anxious  not  only  to 
protect  them  in  the  peaceful  possession  of  it,  but  that  on  no  considera- 
tion could  we  be  induced  to  accept  any  accession  from  Mexico,  then  and 
only  until  such  an  opinion  prevails  can  a  great  and  beneficial  influence 
in  promoting  works  of  internal  improvement  be  exerted  in  that  country 
by  our  capitalists.  Now  our  advice  and  offers  of  aid  and  capital  to 
develop  the  resources  of  the  country  are  generally  regarded  as  comiog 
from  a  covetous,  powerful,  and  unscrupulous  neighbor,  rather  disposed 
to  foment  their  luletiiaV  tTowblea  with  a  view  to  take  advantage  of  them 
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at  the  first  favorable  opportunity  and  seize  a  slice  of  their  land  than  to 
help  them  in  their  need. 

80  much  is  this  the  case  that  no  party  valuing  the  popular  favor 
would  allow  it  to  be  supposed  that  they  are  friendly  disimsed  toward 
*'  los  Yankees,"  or  any  enterprise  that  comes  from  them.  (See  Corti- 
na's  proclamation  accusing  the  government  of  favoring  the  Yankees./ 

For  the  reasons  above  stated,  1  have,  in  dealing  with  r«ids  and  raid- 
ers irom  the  revolutionary  border  States  of  Mexico,  considered  them 
as  the  enemies  of  both  republics,  and  that  as  the  Mexican  government 
could  not,  by  reason  of  the  disorganized  condition  of  these  border  States, 
control  the  rebel  authorities  when  such  were  in  power,  or  punish  these 
bandits,  it  would  be  an  insult  to  that  government  were  we  to  consider 
them  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  a  refuge  in  Mexico  when  by  a  prompt 
use  of  our  troops  they  could  be  reached. 

In  the  sHrae  spirit,  I  have  ordered  that  when  Mexican  troops  should 
cross  the  Kio  Grande  in  pursuit  of  Indian  raiders  from  this  side,  they 
should  be  treated  as  if  they  belonged  to  our  own  Army. 

The  efficiency  of  a  republican  government  in  maintaining  peace 
and  order  among  its  own  people  depends  very  much  on  the  character 
of  the  people.  We  cannot  make  the  Mexican  i>eople  anew  ;  but  as  far 
as  concerns  the  opinion  they  hold  of  the  United  States  and  its  citizens, 
we  naay,  perhaps,  extend  our  good  influence  by  removing  unjust  preju- 
,  dices,  and*  if  coffee  can  be  grown  there  and  delivered  at  our  door  for 
ten  cents  the  pound,  and  sugar  at  three,  we  can,  with  advantage  to  us, 
help  them  to  make  it  safe  to  grow  coffee  and  sugar  under  their  own  gov- 
ernment, and  build  the  railroads  to  bring  it  to  our  market. 

Perhaps  the  coffee  and  sugar  planters  there  would  let  us  do  this  if  we 
could  convince  them  that  we  will  promote  our  own  interests  by  so  doing, 
more  than  if  we  annexed  their  coffee  and  sugar  growing  districts ;  ancl 
the  building  of  railroads  across  Western  Texas  plains  would  soon  settle 
the  Indian  and  cattle-raiding  questions. 

B.  O.  0.  ORD, 
Br ^'gadier- General  Commanding, 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Military  IHcwio^n  of  the  Missouri,  Chicago,  III. 


No.  5.— REPORT  OF  GENERAL  AUGUR. 

Headquarters  Depart^ient  of  the  Gulf, 

New  Orleans,  La.,  September  25,  1876. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations  of  the  troops  within 
this  department  for  the  past  year.  The  following  embraces  all  their 
movements  during  that  time: 

October  2,  1875.  The  troops  stationed  at  Coushatta,  La.,  removed  to 
Sprin':;:ville,  Red  River  Parish,  La.,  (a  distance  of  two  miles,)  on  account 
of  yellow-fever  at  former  post.  Number  of  cases  during  the  mouth,  10 ; 
number  of  deaths,  5. 

loth.  Tlie  garrison  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  was  temporarily  reinforced  by 
the  arrival  of  a  detachment  of  eighteen  enlisted  men  of  the  Third  In- 
fantry, in  obedience  to  telegraphic  instructions  from  this  headquarters, 
dated  October  14,  1875.  This  was  done  to  enable  the  commanding- 
officer  to  guard  State  arms  and  ammunition  confided  to  UU  ^vv*.\Rfc^>i  Ns^ 
the  governor  of  Mississippi. 


494  REPORT   OP   TEffi    SECRETARY   OP    WAR- 

30th.  The  garrison  of  Key  West  barracks,  Fla.,  encamped  at  Indian 
Key,  Fla.,  during  tbe  summer  months,  returned  to  Key  West. 

November  3,  1875.  The  detachment  of  the  Third  Infantry,  temporarily 
on  duty  at  Jackson,  Miss.,  was  ordered  to  return  to  its  station  at  Holly 
Springs,  Miss.,  per  Special  Orders  No.  49,  current  series,  Post  of  Jack- 
son, Miss. 

nth.  The  garrison  of  New  Orleans,  La.,  encamped  during  the  sam- 
mer  at  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  returned  to  New  Orleans. 

2\8L  The  garrison  of  Jackson  barracks.  La.,  euc^imped  during  the 
summer  at  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  returned  to  former  post. 

29th.  The  garrison  of  Fort  Barrancas,  Fla.,  returned  to  tliat  post  from 
Forf  Pickens,  Fla. 

29th.  The  post  of  Pineville,  La.,  was  taken  out  of  tbe  district  of  the 
Upper  Red  River  and  announced  an  independent  post. 

December  7,  1875.  The  post  of  Coushatta,  La.,  was  temporarily  dis- 
continued. Company  E,  Third  Infantry,  arrived  at  Jackson  barracks, 
La.,  from  Coushatta,  La.,  December  17,  1875.  This  company  had  saf- 
ferred  so  much  from  yellow-fever,  succeeded  by  a  bad  type  of  malarial 
fever,  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  relieve  it  from  the  country. 

8th.  The  ]>o8t  of  Pineville,  La.,  was  reinforced   by   the   arrival  of 
#Mrtj.  H.  L.  Chipman,  and  Company  H,  Third  Infantry. 

12th.  107  recruits,  commanded  by  Captain  Hale,  Seventh  Cavalr}',  en 
route  to  join  the  Eighth  Cavalry,  arrived  at  Jackson  barracks,  La.,"D<^ 
cember  12,  1875  ;  left  for  Brownsville,  Tex.,  December  15,  1875. 

9th  and  ISth.  Pursuant  to  General  Orders  No.  6,  current  series,  Head- 
quarters of  the  Army,  Companies  A,  E,  I,  F,  L,  and  M,  First  Artillery, 
were  relieved  from  duty  in  this  department  by  Companies  B,  I,  G,  H, 
L,  and  M,  Fifth  Artillery.  Maj.  R.  Arnold,  Fifth  Artillery,  arrived 
at  Key  West,  Fla.,  with  Companies  G  and  H.  December  9,  1875,  and 
relieved  Companies  E  and  1,  First  Artillery,  same  date.  Major  T.  Sey- 
mour, Fifth  Artillery,  arrived  at  Fort  Barrancas,  Fla.,  with  Companies 
B,  I,  L,  and  M,  December  14,  1875,  and  relieved  Major  Branuan  and 
Companies  A,  F,  L,  and  M,  First  Artillery,  December  18,  1875. 

22(i.  Captain  F.  H.  Phipps,  Ordnance  Department,  United  States 
Army,  reported  for  duty  at  department  headquarters,  December  22, 
1875,  per  para«rraph  3,  S[)ecial  Orders  No.  241,  VVar  Departmeat,  Adju- 
tant General's  Otlice,  series  of  1875 ;  announced  chief  ordnance  officer 
of  the  department,  December  2J,  1875,  per  General  Orders  No.  41,  De- 
partment of  the  Gulf,  series  of  1875. 

January  3,  1876.  Surgeon  Ebenezer  Swift,  United  States  Army,  re- 
ported for  duty  at  department  headquarters,  December  30,  1875,  per 
paragraph  4,  Special  Onlers  No.  238,  War  Department,  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral's Office,  series  of  1875.  Aunounced  medical  director  of  the  depart- 
ment. 

10(/i.  Maj.  O.  D.  Greene,  assistant  adjutant-general.  United  States 
Army,  reported  for  duty  at  department  heatlquarters,  January  9,  1876, 
per  paragraph  5,  Special  Orders  No.  235,  VVar  Department,  Adjutant- 
General's  Office,  series  of  1875.  Announced  adjutant-general  of  the 
department,  January  10,  1876. 

12^^.  The  post  of  Colfax,  La.,  was  discontinued,  and  Company  E, 
Seventh  Cavalry,  ordered  to  McOomb  City,-  Miss.,  where  it  arrived  and 
established  post,  January  10,  1876.  This  company'  had  to  be  brought 
to  protect  internal-revenue  officers  in  Mississippi,  southern  district. 

2Gth,  Company  H,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  left  Baton  Rouge  barracks, 
La.,  for  detacbed  aervx^ift  at  Pott  Gvbsou^  Miss.,  January  26,  1876;  ar- 
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rived  at  Port  Gibson,  Jannary  27,  1876,  under  orders  from  Washington 
to  send  troops  to  that  place. 

February  3,  1876.  First-Lieut.  E.  S.  Godfrey,  Seventh  Cavalry,  with 
1  uon  commissioned  officer  and  4  privates  of  Company  K,  Seventh 
Cavalry,  left  McComb  City,  February  3,  1876,  as  escort  to  the  United 
States  internal-revenue  collector  for  the  southern  district  of  Missisippi ; 
returned  to  post  February  7, 1876. 

6th.  A  detachment  of  27  general  service  recruits  for  the  Third  Infan- 
try and  115  for  the  Thirteenth  Infantry  arrived  at*  Jackson  barracks  and 
New  Orleans,  La. 

29th.  Company  B,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  was  relieved  from  duty  at 
Baton  Rouge  barracks.  La.,  and  ordered  to  proceed  to  Bayou  Sara,  La. 

March  1,  1876.  Second  Lieut.  J.  H.  H.  Peshine,  Thirteenth  Infantry, 
with  2  non-commissioned  officers  and  13  privates  of  Company  B,  Thir- 
teenth Infantry,  arrived  at  McComb  City,  Miss.,  for  duty  at  that  post. 

Ath.  The  district  of  Upper  Red  River  was  discontinued.  Company  G, 
Third  Infantry,  left  Jackson  barracks  March  4, 1876,  for  Cousliatta,  La  , 
to  re-occupy  that  post.  Arrived  and  re  established  post  there  March  7, 
1876. 

10th.  Second-Lieut.  L.  R.  Hare,  Seventh  Cavalry,  with  3  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  12  privates  of  Company  K,  Seventh  Cavalry, 
left  McComb  City,  Miss.,  March  6,  1876,  for  Bayou  Sara,  La.,  and  re- 
ported for  duty  at  that  post  March  10,  1876. 

13th,  Second  Lieut.  J.  H.  H.  Peshine,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  with 
1  sergeant  and  2  privates  of  Company  K,  Seventh  Cavalry,  ieft  Mc- 
Comb City,  Miss.,  March  13,  1876,  as  escort  to  VV.  D.  Redmond,  de[»ury 
collector  of  United  States  internal  revenue,  per  Special  Orders  No.  11, 
current  series,  post  of  McComb  City,  Miss.  The  sergeant  and  two  pri- 
vates returned  to  post  March  17,  1876. 

23cZ.  Sergeant  Campbell  and  two  privates  of  Company  K,  Seventh 
Cavalry,  left  McComb  City,  Miss.,  for  Liberty,  Miss.,  reporting  upon  ar- 
rival there  to  Lieutenant  Peshine,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  to  escort  VV.  B. 
Kedmond,  deputy  collector  of  internal  revenue,  to  McComb  City,  Miss., 
per  Special  Orders  No.  12,  current  series,  post  of  McComb  City,  Miss. 
Lieutenant  Peshine  and  detail  rejoined  post  March  26,  1876. 

April  15,  1876.  Second-Lieut.  L  R.  Hare,  Seventh  Cavalry,  and  de- 
tachment of  Company  K,  Seventh  Cavalry,  on  detached  service  at 
Bayou  Sara,  La.,  were  relieved  from  duty  at  that  post,  and  ordered  to 
join  their  company  at  McComb  City,  Miss. 

ISth.  Pursuant  to  Special  Orders  No.  34,  current  series.  Headquar- 
ters Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  Company  K,  Seventh  Cavalry, 
left  McComb  City,  Miss.,  April  18,  1876,  and  Companies  B  and  G  left 
Shreveport,  La.,  April  19, 1876,  en  route  for  the  Department  of  Dakota, 
having  been  relieved  from  duty  in  this  department. 

2Sth.  Company  F,  Third  Infantry,  left  Jackson  barracks,  La.,  for  Mc- 
Comb City,  Miss.    Arrived  at  post  same  date. 

May  1,  1876.  Second-Lieutenant  Jamar,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  and  15 
enlisted  men  of  Company  B,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  left  McComb  City, 
Miss.,  for  Bayou  Sara,  La.,  May  1,1876.  Arrived  there  and  rejoined 
company  May  2,  18t6. 

6th.  Companies  G  and  H,  Fifth  Artillery,  Key  West,  Fla.,  were  rein- 
forced by  the  arrival  of  21  general-service  recruits  from  Fort  Columbus, 
New  York  harbor. 

15th.  The  garrison  of  Key  West,  Fla.,  left  that  post  May  13, 1876, 
per  steamer  Valley  City,  tor  Fort  Brooke,  Tampa,  Fla.^  foe  %\l^SL^sx<6\L  ^>x- 
campment. 
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23d,  Company  H,  Third  Infrtntry,  was  relieved  from  duty  at  Pineville, 
La.,  and  ordered  to  Natchitoches,  La.,  for  duty  at  that  post%  Left  Pine- 
ville  May  22,  and  arrived  at  Natchitoches,  La.,  May  23,  1876. 

2ith.  Company  C,  Third  Infantry,  was  relieved  from  duty  at  Nat<!hi- 
toches.  La.,  and  ordered  to  Pineville,  La.,  for  duty  at  that  post.  Left 
Natchitoches  May  23,  and  arrived  at  Pineville  May  24,  187G. 

June  22,  1870.  Company  I,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  arrived  at  Shreve- 
port.  La.,  from  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

24th,  The  parishes  of  East  and  West  Feliciana,  East  Batou  Boage, 
Saint  Helena,  Livingston,  and  Tangipahoa,  Louisiana,  and  the  counties 
of  Wilkinson,  Amite,  and  Pike,  Mississippi,  were  constitnt^^d  a  military 
district,  to  be  known  as  the  district  of  Baton  Rouge.  Lieut.  Col.  John 
R.  Brooke,  Third  Infantry,  was  assigned  to  its  command,  with  head- 
quarters at  Baton  Rouge  barracks,  Louisiana. 

25th.  Lieut.  Col.  H.  A.  Morrow,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  and  Company  E, 
Thirteenth  Infantry,  left  Baton  Rouge  barracks  for  Little  Rock  bar- 
racks.    Arrived  at  Little  Rock  June  29,  1876. 

2Mi.  The  State  of  Alabama  and  the  parts  of  Kentucky  and  Tennes- 
see lying  west  of  the  Tennessee  River  were  transferred  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Gulf,  and  the  military  posts  on  the  Gulf  coast  within  the 
State  of  Florida  were  transferred  to  the  Department  of  the  South. 

July  1,  1876.  Company  K,  Third  Infantry,  left  Shreveport,  La.,  for 
Baton  Rouge  barracks,  La.,  July  1,  1876.  Arrived  at  Batou  Rouge 
barracks  July  4,  1876. 

The  garrison  of  Jackson  barracks.  La.,  left  that  post  July  1,  187C,  for 
Hollv  Springs,  Miss.  .Arrived  and  went  into  summer  camp  there  Julv 
2,  1876. 

nth.  The  garrison  of  New  Orleans,  La.,  left  forLewisburgh,  La.  Ar- 
rived ad  went  into  summer  camp  there  same  date. 

ISth,  Company  C,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  left  Baton  Rouge  barracks, 
La.,  for  Clinton,  La.    Arrived  and  established  post  there  same  date. 

Stpteinber  4,  1876.  Company  I,  Thirteenth  Infantry,  left  Vicksburgjb, 
Miss.,  for  Monroe,  La. 

In  obedience  to  General  Orders  No.  91,  headquarters  of  t^e  Army, 
Adjutant-General's  Office,  transferring  the  companies  of  the  Second  In- 
fantry to  the  Department  of  t  *e  South,  and  the  headquarters  and  tlie 
companies  of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry  now  serving  in  that  department, 
to  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  and  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders 
No.  131,  current  series,  headquarters  Department  of  the  South,  the  fol- 
lowing movements  of  troops  were  ordered  : 

Company  K,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  from  Newport  barracks,  Ky.,  to 
Huntsville,  Ala.  Arrived  at  Huntsville,  relieving  Company  C,  Secoud 
Infantry,  September  5,  1876. 

Company  D,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  from  Nashville,  Ten  n.,  to  Livingston, 
Ala.  Arrived  at  Livingston,  Ala.,  September  6,  1876,  relieving  Com- 
pany A,  Second  Infantry. 

Company  E,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  from  Lebanon,  Ky.,  to  Mobile,  Ala. 
Arrived  at  Mobile,  Ala.,  September  7,  1876,  relieving  Company  K,  Sec- 
ond Infantry. 

Compjmies  F  andG,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  from  Newport  barracks,  Kj.* 
to  Mount  V^ernon  barracks,  Ala.  Arrived  at  Mount  Vernon  barracks 
September  7,  187G,  relieving  Companies  F  and  G,  Second  Infantry. 

Headquarters  and  Company  A,  Sixteenth  Infantry,  were,  pursuant  to 
paragraph  2,  Speeial  Orders  No.  132,  current  series,  he<idquarters  DtJ- 
/>;irtmeul  ot  the  South,  ordered  from  Newport  barracks,  Ky.,  to  Moiiut 
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Vernon  barracks,  Ala.    (Not  yet  joined.)     (Company  A  since  ordered 
to  take  station  at  Hnntsville,  Ala.) 

The  disturbing  questions  that  have  arisen  or  are  likely  to  arise  here, 
making  the  presence  of  troops  at  times  very  desirable  in  the  interests 
of  peace  and  order,  spring  mosMy  from  two  sources : 

First,  The  unsettled  relations  of  the  two  races  resulting  from  their 
several  conditions,  as  owners  of  the  soil  and  its  cultivators,  as  capital- 
ists and  laborers,  as,  generally,  political  opponents. 

Second,  The  inefficient  administration  of  both  criminal  and  civil  jus- 
tice. 

The  most  fruitful,  unquestionably,  results  from  politieal  antagonism. 

A  very  ugly  feature  of  all  the  questions  arising  under  either  of  the 
above  heads,  and  a  very  embarrassing  one  in  their  treatment,  is  th*'* 
ease  and  readiness  with  which  they  are  made  to  assume  the  form  of 
])urely  a  question  of  races. 

It  would  appear  t':at  many  of  the  troubles  get  their  start  in  a  mutual 
distrust  of  the  two  races  and  of  each  other's  purposes ;  leaving  each  ex- 
citedly suspicious  of  the  other  and  apprehensive  of  some  concealed  mis- 
chief in  what  the  other  does.  Innocent  assemblages  and  gatherings— i- 
two  neighbors  going  out  to  shoot — are  readily  tortured  into  a  threaten- 
ing deuionstratiou  and  invite  immediate  preparation  to  counteract  it. 
While  parties  are  in  this  excited  condition  a  few  evil-disposed  persons 
Lave  it  in  their  power  to  bring  on  collisions  with  their  sequences  of  out- 
rage and  bitter  and  estranged  feelings. 

In  the  condition  of  a'ffairs  thus  briefly  but  it  is  believed  fairly  stated 
in  general  terms,  and  when  the  civil  authorities  fail  or  are  unable  to  do 
anything,  it  is  the  duty  of  troops,  so  far  as  they  can  legally,  to  inter- 
pose to  prevent  collision,  to  restore  confidence,  to  give  |)rotection  to 
innocent  persons,  and  to  aid  in  the  restoration  of  such  a  degree  of  se- 
curity as  permits  a  resumption  of  ordinary  business  and  labor.  For 
this  purpose,  and  to  this  extent  only,  have  troops  at  various  times  and 
places  been  used  in  tliis  department  during  the  past  year,  and  in  every 
case,  it  is  believed,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  well  disposed  citizens  of  both 
parties.  In  no  instance  within  my  knowledge  have  the  troops  tran- 
scended this  object,  and  in  no  instance  have  I  heard  of  well  founded  or 
iust  cause  of  complaint  of  their  conduct. 

The  necessity  for  this  iuterp^*«itio.n  of  troops  is  found  to  be  more  gen- 
eral in  the  country  parishes  where  the  population  is  sparse,  and  where 
if  mischief  is  intended  it  can  be  prepared  for  in  greater  security,  and 
with  increased  chances  for  the  escape  of  offenders. 

The  duty  thus  imposed  upon  the  troops  is  exceptional,  and  of  very 
delicate  character,  and  requires  the  exercise  of  good  judgment  and  dis- 
cretion. But  however  prudently  and  impartially  officers  may  discharge 
this  delicate  trust,  it  is  almost  impossible  for  them  to  escape  the  censure 
and  animadversions  of  a  few  impracticables.  Some  desire,  and  think 
it  is  the  duty  of  troops  to  far  exceed  the  limit  of  their  proper  action, 
and  are  disappointed  and  complain  if  tl?ey  do  not;  others,  whatever  may 
happen,  do  not  wish  the  troops  to  do  anything. 

In  a  few  instances  absurd  suspicions  are  expressed  of  our  truest  and 
Doost  faithful  officers  by  this  claims  of  persons.  Liability  to  be  suspected 
and  misunderstood  seems  iUvseparable  from  this  kind  of  duty,  and  must 
be  accepted,  I  suppose,  as  an  unavoidable  incident  of  service. 

To  escape  the  chances  of  exposure  to  yellow  fever,  the  troops  from 
New  Orleans  and  its  vicinity  were  sentinto  summer  camp  early  in  July; 
those  from  Jackson  barracks  to  Holly  Springs^  M\hs.\  \V\q^^  ^\<5v«v  n>x^ 
city  to  Lewisbur^>^h,  La.    1  am  happy  to  stale,  \\ov?eviiv^  XVi^V  xi^  \»  ^^^^ 
32  w 
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time  yellow  fever  has  not  reappeared  at  any  point  in  this  department 
occupied  by  troops. 

The  State  ot*  Alabama  having  been  transferred  to  this  department,  I 
beg  to  renew  the  recommendation  of  the  general  commanding  Depart- 
ment of  the  South  last  year,  that  Mount  Vernon  barracks  be  enlarged 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  be  able  to  accommodate  all  troops  in  the  depart 
ment  who  are  obliged  to  leave  their  stations  in  summer  on  accoout  of 
yellow  fever. 

The  number  of  troops  in  the  department  has  averaged  a  little  over 
three  full  regiments.  From  these  the  number  of  desertions  during  the 
year  is  139,  34  of  whom  have  returned. 

The  number  of  enlisted  men  tried  by  general  court-martial  is  102,  a 
creditable  showing  considering  the  nature  of  their  service,  broken  np 
as  they  are  into  small  detachments,  and  subjected  to  many  temptations 
to  excess  not  found  in  a  regularly  established  garrison. 

The  expenditures  in  the  department  have  been  kept  within  the  allot 
ments  made  to  it. 

The  chiefs  of  the  several  staff  departments,  as  well  as  my  personal 
staff,  have  performed  their  several  duties  in  a  highly  satisfactory  man- 
ner. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  C.  AUGUR, 
Brigadier-  General,  Commanding. 

The  Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Mi^sourij  Chicago,  III, 


No.  6.— REPORT  OF  GENERAL  CROOK. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Platte, 

Omaha,  Nehr,,  September  25,  1876. 

Sir  :  At  the  date  of  my  annual  report  for  1875,  September  15,  the  set- 
tlers along  the  line  of  the  Pacific  Railroad  and  in  Wyoming,  Nebraska, 
and  Colorado,  were  very  much  excited  and  exasperated  by  the  repeated 
incursions  made  upon  them  by  Indians  coming  from  the  north,  and 
although  many  of  the  trails  of  stolen  stock  ran  directly  upon  the  Sioux 
reservation,  the  agency  Indians  always  asserted  that  the  depredations 
were  committed  by  certain  hostile  bands  under  Crazy  Horoe,  Sitting 
Bull,  and  other  outlaw  chiefs. 

These  bands  roamed  over  a  vast  extent  of  country,  making  the  agencies 
their  base  of  supplies,  their  recruiting  and  ordnance  depots,  and  were 
so  closely  connected  by  intermarrijige,  interest,  and  common  cause  with 
the  agency  Indians  that  it  was  difficult  to  determine  where  the  line  of 
the  peaceably -disposed  ceased  and  the  hostile  commenced. 

In  fact  it  was  well  known  that  the  treaty  of  18G8  had  been  regarded 
by  the  Indians  as  an  instrument  binding  on  us  but  not  binding  on  them. 

On  the  part  of  the  Government,  notwithstanding  the  utter  disregard 
by  the  Sioux  of  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  stringent  orders,  enforced  by 
military  power,  had  been  issued  prohibiting  settlers  from  trespassing 
upon  the  country  known  as  the  Black  Hills. 

The  people  of  the  country,  against  whom  the  provisions  of  the  treaty 
were  so  rigidly  enforced,  naturally  complained  that  if  they  were  required 
to  observe  this  treaty  some  effort  should  be  made  to  compel  the  Indians 
to  observe  it  likew\a<6. 
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Although,  in  the  treaty  of  1868,  the  ludians  expressly  agree — 

«  #  «  «  «  • 

"3d.  That  tliej'  will  not  attack  any  persons  at  borne,  or  traveling,  nor  molest  or  dis- 
turb any  wagon-trains,  coaches,  mnles,  or  cattle  belonging  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  or  to  persons  friendly  therewith. 

'*  4th.  That  they  will  never  captnre  or  carry  off  from  the  settlements  white  women  or 
children. 

**  r)th.  That  they  will  never  kill  or  scalp  white  men,  nor  attempt  to  do  them  harm.** 

It  is  notorious  that,  from  the  date  of  the  treaty  to  the  present,  there 
has  been  no  time  that  the  settlers  were  free  from  the  very  offenses  laid 
down  in  the  sentences  quoted. 

Indians  have,  without  interruption,  attacked  persons  at  home,  mur- 
dered and  scalped  them,  stolen  their  stock ;  in  fact,  violated  every  lead- 
ing feature  in  the  treaty. 

Indeed,  so  great  were  their  depredations  on  the  stock  belonging  to 
the  settlers  that  at  certain  times  they  have  not  had  sufficient  horses  to 
do  their  ordinary  farming-work,  all  the  horses  being  concentrated  on  the 
Sioux  reservation,  or  among  the  bauds  which  owe  allegiance  to  what  is 
called  the  Sioux  Nation. 

In  the  winter  months  these  renegade  bands  dwindle  down  to  a  com- 
paratively small  number,  while  in  summer  they  are  recruited  by  restless 
spirits  from  the  different  reservations,  attracted  by  the  opportunity  to 
plunder  the  frontiersmen,  so  that  by  midsummer  they  become  augmented 
from  small  bands  of  one  hundred  to  thousands. 

Sitting  Bull's  band  has  been  regarded  by  the  white  people  and  Indians 
as  renegades,  and  when  it  was  decided  by. the  Interior  Department  that 
they  should  no  longer  be  permitted  to  roam  at  large,  but  be  required  to 
come  in  and  settle  down  upon  the  reservation  set  apart  for  them,  mes- 
sengers were  dispatched  to  them  setting  forth  these  facts,  and  that  from 
and  after  a  certain  time,  unless  they  came  in  upon  the  reservation,  they 
would  be  regarded  and  treated  as  hostile. 

The  time  having  expired,  and  the  Indians  failing  to  embrace  the  terms 
offered  by  the  Government,  by  direction  of  the  Lioutenant-General  com- 
manding I  commenced  preparations  for  a.  campaign  against  these  bands. 

I  believe  that  the  most  successful  campaign,  though  of  course  involv- 
ing the  most  hardship,  would  be  that  prosecuted  in  winter,  or,  at 
least,  in  the  early  spring  months.  So,  in  the  latter  end  of  February, 
1876, 1  took  the  field,  with  Fort  Fetterman  as  the  base. 

Of  the  movements  which  transpired  during  this  campaign,  the  sur- 
prise and  destruction  of  the  village  of  Grazy  Horse  on  Powder  liiver, 
and  the  subsequent  failure  of  the  command  to  fully  profit  by  the  success 
thus  far  obtained,  reference  may  be  had  to  my  report  of  May  7,  187G, 
copy  herewith,  marked  ''A." 

My  second  expedition  was  organized  in  May,  and  marched  from  Fort 
Fetterman  on  May  29. 

Of  the  movements  which  transpired  during  this  campaign,  up  to  and 
including  the  fight  on  the  Rosebud,  reference  may  be  had  to  my  report 
of  June  20,  herewith  inclosed,  marked  *'  B." 

Knowing  as  I  do,  from  personal  knowledge,  the  large  numbers  of 
Indians  in  other  localities  who  require  the  restraining  influence  of  troops, 
I  have  carefully  refrained  from  embarrassing  the  division  commander 
by  calls  for  re  enforcements.  I  have  rather  left  that  matter  entirely  to 
him,  satisfied  that  he  understood  the  necessities  of  the  case,  and  would 
send  me  troops  as  fast  and  as  early  as  he  could  get  them.  I  mention 
this  sim^)ly  from  the  fact  that  there  has  been  much  of  an  kvw^W^c^^^ccj^. 
nature  said  in  regard  to  the  matter.    I  tQp^aX»\*W\*V^\^w'^X»^as5«^*^^'^ 
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re-enforcements  because  I  felt  that  we  were  abundantly  able  to  take  care 
of  ourselves  until  they  came,  and  that  when  they  could  be  sent  they  would 
be ;  and  they  were. 

The  troops  assigned  to  my  command  havinjj  reached  me,  the  second 
movement  of  this  expedition  commenced  on  the  morning  of  August  5, 
from  our  camp  on  Tongue  Kiver,  Wyoming  Territory. 

For  the  details  of  this  movement,  reference  may  be  had  to  my  expedi- 
tion report,  co])y  inclosed,  and  marked  "  O." 

The  ex])edition  reached  the  mining-camp  of  Deadwood,  Dakota,  on 
the  16th  instant,  where  our  temporary  necessities  were  supplied  by  pur- 
chase. 

The  march  from  the  head  of  Heart  River  to  this  point  was  one  of  un- 
usual hardship,  and  tested  the  endurance  of  the  command  to  its  fullest 
extent. 

During  the  campaign,  from  May  29  to  this  date,  our  losses,  embracing 
those  in  the  engagements  on  Tongue  Kiver,  Rosebud,  and  Slim  Buttes, 
have  been  but  twelve  killed,  thirty-two  wounded,  (niost  of  whom  h.ive 
since  been  returned  to  duty,)  one  death  by  accident,  and  one  by  disease. 

Of  the  difficulties  with  which  we  have  had  to  contend,  it  may  be  well 
to  remark  that  when  the  Sioux  Indian  was  armed  with  a  bow  and  arrow 
he  was  more  formidable,  fighting  as  he  does  most  of  the  time  on  horse- 
back, than  when  he  got  the  old  fashioned  muzzle-loading  lifle.  Bat 
when  he  came  into  possession  of*  the  breechloader  and  metallic  cart- 
ridge, which  allows  liim  to  load  and  fire  from  his  horse  with  perfect  ease, 
he  became  at  once  ten  thousand  times  more  formidable. 

With  the  improved  arms,  1  have  seen  our  friendly  Indians,  riding  at 
full  speed,  shoot  and  kill  a  wolf,  also  on  the  run,  while  it  is  a  rare  thing 
that  our  troops  can  hit  an  Indinn  on  horseback,  though  the  soldier  may 
be  on  his  feet  at  the  time.  The  Sioux  is  a  cavalry  soldier  frouj  the  time 
he  has  intelligence  enough  to  ride  a  horse  or  fire  a  gnn.  If  he  wishes 
to  dismount,  his  hardy  pony,  educated  by  long  usage,  will  graze  around 
near  where  he  has  been  left,  ready  when  his  master  wants  to  mount 
either  to  move  forward  or  escape. 

Even  with  thiir  lodges  and  families,  they  can  move  at  the  rate  of  fifty 
miles  per  day.  They  are  perfectly  familiar  with  the  country ;  have  their 
spies  and  hunting-parties  out  all  the  time  at  distances  of  from  twenty 
to  fifty  miles  each  way  from  their  villages  ;  know  the  number  and  move- 
ments of  all  the  troo|)s  that  may  be  operating  against  them,  just  about 
what  they  can  probably  do,  and  hence  can  choose  their  own  times  and 
places  of  conflict,  or  avoid  it  altogether. 

At  the  fight  on  the  Rosebud,  June  17,  the  number  of  our  troops  was 
less  than  one  thousand,  and  within  eight  days  after  that  the  same  Indi- 
ans we  there  fought  met  and  defeated  a  column  of  troops  of  uearly  the 
same  size  as  ours,  killing  and  wo»^nding  over  three  hundred,  including 
the  gallant  commander.  General  Custer  himself. 

I  invite  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  this  engagement  my  troops  beat 
these  Indians  on  a  field  of  their  own  choosing,  and  drove  them  in  utter 
rout  from  it,  as  far  as  the  proper  care  of  my  wounded  and  prudence 
would  justify.  Subsequent  events  proved  beyond  dispute  what  would 
have  been  the  fate  of  the  command  had  the  pursuit  been  continued  be- 
yond what  judgment  dictated. 

The  occupation  by  settlers  of  the  Black  Hills  country  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  hostilities  which  have  been  in  progress.     In  fact,  by  the  con- 
tinuous violations  by  these  Indians  of  the  treaty  referred  to,  the  settlers 
were  furnished  with  at  least  a  reasonable  excuse  for  such  occupation,  in 
hat  a  treaty  so  \o\Ag  axiOi  ^^imV^\i\Vs  nvc^V^v^^  \i^  W^a.  Ludians  them- 
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selves  shonld  not  be  quoted  as  a  valid  instrumeDt  for  the  preventing  of 
sucb  occupation.  Since  the  occupation  of  the  Black  Hills  there  has  not 
been  any  greater  number  of  depredations  committed  by  the  Indians 
than  previous  to  such  occupation;  in  truth,  the  peojde  who  have  gone 
to  the  Hills  have  not  suffered  any  more  and  probably  not  as  much  from 
Indians  as  they  would  had  they  remained  at  their  homes  along  the  border. . 

The  Sioux  Nation  numbers  many  thousands  of  warriors,  and  they  have 
been  encouraged  in  their  insolent,  overbearing  conduct  by  the  fact  that 
thosA  who  participated  in  the  wholesale  massacre  of  the  innocent  people 
lu  Minnesota  during  the  brief  period  that  preceded  their  removal  to 
their  present  location,  never  received  adequat(3  punishment  therefor. 

Following  hard  upon  and  as  the  apparent  resultjof  that  horrible  affair, 
the  massacre  of  over  eighty  officers  and  men  of  the  Army  at  Fort  Phil 
Kearney,  the  Government  abandoned  three  of  its  military  posts  and 
made  a  treaty  of  unparalleled  liberality  with  the  perpetrators  of  these 
crimes,  against  whom  any  other  nation  would  have  prosecuted  a  vig- 
orous war.  Since  that  time  the  reservations,  instead  of  being  the  abode 
of  loyal  Indians,  holding  the  terms  of  their  agreement  sacred,  have  been 
nothing  but  nests  of  disloyalty  to  their  treaties  and  the  Government,  and 
scourges  to  the  people  whose  misfortune  it  has  been  to  bo  within  the 
reach  of  the  endurance  of  their  ponies. 

And  in  this  connection,  I  regret  to  say,  they  have  been  materially 
aided  by  subagents  who  have  disgraced  a  bureau  established  for  the 
pro])agation  of  peace  and  good-will  to  man. 

What  is  the  loval  condition  of  mind  of  a  lot  of  savages  who  will  not 
allow  the  folds  of  the  flag  of  the  country  to  float  over  the  very  sugar, 
coffee,  and  beef  they  are  kind  enough  to  accept  at  the  hands  of  the 
nation  to  which  they  have  thus  far  dictated  their  own  terms! 

Such  has  been  the  condition  of  things  at  the  Red  Cloud  agency. 

The  agents  have  informed  us  that  the  hoisting  of  a  flag  over  the 
agency  or  a  persistence  in  the  determination  to  find  by  actual  count  the 
number  of  warriors  out  on  the  war-path  would  result  in  their  massa- 
cring all  the  people  there.  When,  therefore,  the  present  campaign  was 
inaugurated  against  the  hostile  bands  it  was  impossible  to  find  out  what 
force  we  should  probably  meet.  It  has  transpired  that  they  could  and 
did  re  enforce  the  hostiles  by  thousands  of  warriors.  If,  therefore,  by 
the  placing  of  these  agencies  under  control  of  the  military,  and  in- 
sisting upon  the  points  not  heretofore  required,  any  portion  of  those  os- 
tensibly peaceable  Indians  go  out,  I  submit  that  it  will  be  better  than  a 
doubtful  loyalty,  as  we  shall  know  something  about  what  we  have  to  en- 
counter. 

The  nature  of  the  duties  of  the  department  commander  have  required 
me  to  be  absent  from  headquarters  much  of  the  time,  and  the  duties 
of  Col.  K.Williams,  assistant  adjutant  general,  Maj.  J.  P.  Hawkins, 
chief  commissary  of  subsistence,  and  Maj.  M.  I.  Ludington,  chief  quar- 
termaster, have  been  complicated  not  only  by  this  absence  but  by  the 
changing  phases  of  the  campaign  from  time  to  time. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  say  that  they  have  discharged  their 
duties  in  the  most  able  and  satisfactory  manner,  and  I  am  under  obli- 
gations to  them  therefor. 

Capt.  J.  V.  Furey,  assistant  quartermaster,  who  has  been  field-quar- 
termaster for  me  this  summer  aud  fall,  has  had  a  multitude  of  duties  not 
properly  belonging  to  him  devolving  upon  him,  while  at  the  same  time 
he  has  been  performing  the  onerous  duties  pertaining  to  lv\^  ^\^^V?w\\xs!v^xvV 
He  has  at  times  been  thrown  upon  his  owu  Yv^s>\>o\\^\\^\\\^.^;  *\v\  "^xV^^Xawvv^ 
not  oulf  involving  the  safety  ot  his  trams  auOi  ovxt  «»\xvv^^*^'*'»^^^ '^^ ^^* 
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ture  of  tlie  entire  coiuraaud  itself.     He  has  performed  all  these  duties 
with  ability  and  a  zeal  that  merits  the  highest  commendatiou. 

1  am  also  under  obligations  to  the  other  staff-oflScers  on  duty  at  de- 
partment headquarters,  to  the  officers  of  my  personal  staff,  and  the  offi- 
cers on  duty  with  my  headquarters  in  the  field.  For  details  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  several  staff  departments,  1  refer  to  copies  of  their  several 
leports,  inclosed,  and  marked,  respectively,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  1,  and  K. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

GEORGE  CROOK,- 
Brigadier-General^  U,  S,  A,^  Commanding, 

AssISTA^'T  Adjutant-General, 

Military  Division  of  the  Missouri^  Chicago^  111, 


6  A.— SUBREPORT  OF  GENERAL  CROOK. 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Platte, 

Omaha^  Nebr.^  Map  7,  1876. 

Sir:  For  a  long  time  it  has  been  the  opinion  of  well  informed  men 
that  the  principal  source  of  all  the  depredations  committed  by  Indians 
along  the  line  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  has  been  in  the  camps  of 
certain  hostile  bands  of  renegade  Sioux,  Cheyenne,  and  other  tribes, 
who  have  roamed  over  the  section  known  as  the  Powder,  Big  llorn,  aud 
Yellowstone  country. 

Having  the  run  and  many  of  the  privileges  of  all  the  reservations, 
where  those  of  these  tribes  who  are  supposed  to  be  at  peace  are  located, 
and  enjoying  immunity  from  any  restraint  upon  their  movements,  tliey 
have  been  able  to  procure  arms  and  ammunition,  and  when  anj-  impor- 
tant raid  was  contemplated,  re-enforcements  from  the  restless  young 
warriors  on  these  reservations,  thus  inflicting  incalculable  damage  to 
the  settlements  upon  which  their  raids  have  fallen. 

To  correct  this  and  remove  the  principal  cause,  the  Interior  Depart- 
ment caused  these  hostile  bands  to  be  notified  that  thej'  must  come  in 
upon  the  reservations  set  apart  tor  them  by  a  certain  date,  January  31, 
current  year,  or  thereafter  be  considered  and  treated  as  hostile. 

The  date  up  to  which  they  were  allowed  to  accomplish  this  move- 
ment having  arrived,  and  the  bands  notified  having  treated  the  sum- 
mons with  the  utmost  contempt,  acting  under  the  instructions  of  tbe 
Lieutenant-General  commanding,  1  commenced  operations  against  them 
in  March  with  a  detachment  of  troops  known  as  the  Big  Horn  ex\)e- 
dition. 

The  object  of  this  expedition  was  to  move,  during  the  inclement 
season,  by  forced  marches,  carrying  by  pack-animals  the  most  meaner 
supplies,  secretly  and  expeditiously  surprise  the  hostile  bands,  and,  if 
possible,  chastise  them  before  spring  fairly  opened,  and  they  could  re- 
ceive, as  they  always  do  in  summer,  re  enforcements  from  the  reserva- 
tions; the  number  of'hostiles  being  largely  augmented  in  summer,  while 
in  winter  the  number  is  comparatively  small. 

The  campaign  was,  up  to  the  moment  our  troops  entered  the  lar«re 
camp  on  the  Powder  River,  on  the  17th  of  March,  a  perfect  success  ;  the 
Indians  were  surprised,  the  troops  had  their  camp  and  about  800  ponies 
before  the  Indians  were  aware  of  their  presence,  or  even  proximity. 

Of  the  mismanagement,  if  not  worse,  that  characterized  the  actions 
of  portions  of  the  command  during  the  skirmish  that  followed,  and  its 
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movements  for  tbe  following  twenty  four  hours,  it  is  unnecessary  to 
«peak,  as  they  have  been  made  tbe  subject  of  serious  charges  against 
several  oflQcors,  notably  the  immediate  commander  of  the  troops,  Col. 
J.J.  Revnolds,  Third  Cavalry. 

The  failures,  however,  may  be  summed  up  thus  : 

1st.  A  failure  on  the  part  of  portions  of  the  command  to  properly 
support  the  first  attack. 

2d.  A  failure  to  make  a  vigorous  and  persistent  attack  with  the  whole 
command. 

3d.  A  failure  to  secure  the  provisions  that  were  captured  for  the  use 
of  the  troops,  instead  of  destroying  them. 

4th.  And  most  disastrous  of  all,  a  failure  to  properly  secure  and  take 
care  of  the  horses  and  ponies  captured,  nearly  all  of  which  again  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  Indians  the  following  morning. 

The  successes  may  be  summed  up  thus : 

1st.  A  complete  surprise  of  the  Indians. 

2d.  The  entire  destruction  of  their  village,  with  their  camp  equipage, 
and  large  quantities  of  an>munition. 

The  undersigned  accompanied  the  expedition,  not  as  its  immediate 
commander,  but  in  his  capacity  of  department  commander,  for  several 
reasons,  chiet  of  which  may  be  mentioned  that  it  had  been  impressed 
upon  him,  and  he  hiid  almost  come  to  believe,  that  operations  against 
these  Indians  were  impossible  in  the  rigors  of  the  climate  during  the 
winter  and  early  spring,  and  he  wished  to  demonstrate  by  personal 
experience  whether  this  was  so  or  not. 

When  the  attacking  column  was  sent  to  surprise  the  village,  tbe 
department  commander,  having  given  the  immediate  commander  ample 
instructions  as  to  his  wishes,  did  not  accompany  it,  but  remained  with 
the  train-guard,  to  the  end  that  the  command  might  not  be  embarrassed 
by  any  division  or  a[»pearance  of  such  on  tbe  field,  and  the  commander 
himself  might  feel  free  from  all  embarrassment  that  he  might  otherwise 
feel  if  the  department  commander  were  present;  my  intention  being  to 
take  the  horses  and  ponies,  which  I  was  certain  we  should  capture,  and 
from  them  remount  my  command,  and  with  tbe  supplies  we  captured 
push  on  and  find  whatever  other  force  there  might  be. 

The  failure,  therefore,  to  properly  secure  tbe  captured  horses  rendered 
a  further  prosecution  of  the  campaign,  at  this  time,  abortive,  and  tbe 
expedition  returned,  reaching  Fort  Fetterman  on  the  UOtb  of  March. 

Attention  is  respecttnlly  invited  to  copies  of  tbe  rei)ort  of  Colonel 
Reynolds,  commanding  tbe  expedition,  with  subreports  and  accompany- 
ing papers,  delays  in  receipt  of  which  have  caused  my  delay  in  forward- 
ing this. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEOHGE  CROOK, 
Brigadier- General^  Commanding, 

The  Assistant  Adjutant  General,  U.  S.  A., 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  Chicago,  III, 

Headquarteks  Depart^ient  of  the  Platte, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Omaha,  ^ebr.,  iStptembtr  li8,  1876. 
Official  copy. 

R.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- General, 
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G  B.— SUBREPORT  OF  GENERAL  CROOK. 

Headquarters  Big  Horn  and  Yellowstone 

Expedition,  Camp  Cloud  Peak, 
Bane  Big  Horn  Mountains^  W.  T.,  June  20,  1876. 

Sir:  I  have  the  houor  to  report  that  the  detachments t>f  Crow  and 
Shoshone  Indian  scouts  I  had  been  negotiatinp:  for,  reached  me  on  the 
nipht  of  the  14th  instant.  1  immediately  parked  my  trains,  paek-aui- 
mals,  &c.,  in  a  secure  place,  so  arranfjed  that  the  civilian  employes  left 
with  them  could,  if  necessary,  defend  them  till  our  return,  and  man»hed 
on  the  morning  of  the  lOth  with  every  available  fi<jhting  man  and  fear 
days'  rations,  carried  by  each  orticer  and  man  on  his  person  or  saddle. 

i  allowed  no  led-horses,  each  oflBcer  and  man  being  equipped  alike, 
with  one  blanket  only,  and  every  man  who  went,  whether  citizen,  ser- 
vant, or  soldier,  armed  and  with  some  organization  for  fighting  pur- 
poses only. 

The  Crow  Indians  were  under  the  impression  that  the  hostile  village 
was  located  on  Tongue  River  or  some  of  its  smaller  tributaries,  and  were 
qnite  positive  that  we  would  be  able  to  surprise  it  While  I  hardly  be- 
lieved this  to  be  possible,  as  the  Indians  had  hunting-parties  out,  who 
must  necessarily  become  aware  of  the  presence  of  the  command,  I  con- 
sidered it  wt)uld  be  worth  while  to  make  tbe  attempt.  The  Indians, 
(ours,)  of  course,  being  experts  in  this  matter,  I  regulated  my  move- 
ments entirely  by  their  efforts  to  secure  this  end. 

Marching  from  our  camp  on  the  South  Fork  of  Tongue  River,  or  Goose 
Creek,  as  sometimes  called,  towards  the  Yellowstone,  on  tbe  evening  of 
the  first  da>'s  march  we  came  to  a  small  stream  near  the  divide  that 
separates  the  waters  of  the  Tongue  and  Rosebud.  We  discovered 
that  a  small  party  of  hunters  had  seen  us.  We  crossed  tbe  divide  that 
evening  and  camped  on  the  headwaters  of  a  small  stream,  laid  down  on 
the  maps  as  Rosebud  Creek,  and  about  35  or  40  miles  from  our  camp  on 
Tongue  River. 

Pushing  on  next  morning  down  the  Rosebud,  with  my  Indian  scoots 
in  front,  when  about  5  miles  down  the  stream,  near  the  mouth  of  a  deep 
canon,  the  scouts  came  in,  reported  that  they  had  seen  something  and 
wished  me  to  go  into  camp  where  we  were;  lying  close  till  they  could 
investigate,  and  very  soon  after  others  came  in,  reporting  the  Sioux  in 
the  vicinity,  and  within  a  very  few  minutes  we  were  attacked  by  tbein 
in  force. 

The  country  was  very  rough  and  broken ;  the  attack  made  in 
greater  or  less  force  on  all  sides,  and,  in  advancing  to  meet  it,  the  com- 
mand necessarily  soon  became  much  separated.  Under  the  circum- 
stances I  did  not  believe  that  any  fight  we  could  have  would  be  decisive 
in  its  results  unless  we  secured  their  village,  supposed  to  be  in  close 
l)roximity.  I  therefore  n)ade  every  effort  to  close  the  command  and 
march  on  their  village.  I  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  the  battalions 
together,  each  command  being  pressed  by  the  Indians,  as  the  effort  to 
concentrate  them  was  made;  the  roughness  of  the  ground  facilitating 
this,  the  Indians  apparently  being  aware  of  the  reason  for  the  move- 
ment, and  assembling  on  the  bluff's  overlooking  the  cauon  through 
which  the  command  would  have  to  pass. 

While  the  engagement  was  in  progress  I  succeeded,  however,  in  throw- 
ing a  portion  of  the  command  into  and  down  the  canon  tor  several 
miles,  but  was  obliged  to  use  it  elsewhere,  and,  before  the  entire  coni- 
mand  was  coueeulrAUvV,  \t  ^as  believed  that  the  canon  was  well  cov- 
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ered,  our  Indians  refusin^r  to  go  into  it,  saying  it  would  be  certain 
death.  The  bluffs  on  the  side  of  the  canon  being  covered  with  timber, 
they  could  fire  upon  the  command  at  short  range,  while  a  return-fire 
would  be  of  no  effect. 

The  troops  having  repulsed  the  attacks,  and,  in  connection  with  the 
Indian  scouts,  driven  the  Sioux  several  miles,  and  our  Indians  l-efusing 
to  go  down  the  canon  to  the  supposed  location  of  the  village,  it  remained 
to  follow  the  retreating  Sioux,  without  rations,  dragging  our  wounded 
with  us  on  rough  mule-litters  or  return  to  our  train,  where  they  could 
be  cared  for.  The  latter  being  the  course  adopted,  we  camped  that  night 
on  the  field,  and  marched  next  morning,  reaching  camp  yesterday  even- 
ing, having  been  absent,  as  intended  when  we  started,  four  days. 

Our  casualties  during  the  action  were  ten  killed,  including  one  Indian 
scout,  and  twenty-one  wounded,  including  Capt.  Guy  V.  Henry,  Third 
Cavalry,  severely  wounded  in  the  face.  It  is  impossible  to  correctly 
estimate  the  loss  of  the  enemy,  as  the  field  extended  over  several  miles 
of  rough  country,  including  rocks  and  ravines  not  examined  by  us  after 
the  fight;  thirteen  of  their  dead  bodies  being  left  in  close  proximity  to 
our  lines. 

I  respectfully  call  attention  to  the  inclosed  reports  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  lioyall,  Third  Cavalry,  and  Major  Chambers,  Fourth  Infantry, 
commanding  the  cavalry  and  infantry  battalions  respectively,  and  com- 
mend the  gallantry  and  efficiency  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  expe- 
dition as  worthy  of  every  praise. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Koyall  and  Major  Chambers  have  given  me  great 
strength  by  the  able  manner  in  which  they  have  commanded  their 
respective  columns.  I  am  particularly  gratelul  to  them  for  their 
efficiency  during  the  trip  and  engagement. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  CROOK, 
Brigadier-  General^  Commanding. 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  U.  S.  A., 

Head<iuarters  Military  Diviaion  of  the  Missouri j  Chicago,  III, 


G  Ba.— TELEGRAM  FROM  GENERAL  CROOK. 

[Telegram.  J 

Big  Horn  and  Yellowstone  Expedition, 

Camp  at  head  of  Heart  River,  Dak,  Ty,,  JSeptember  5, 1876. 

Lieutenant  General  ISni:uiDAN,  Chicago,  III.: 

On  2Gth  of  Aug^ust  I  lefD  Powder  River  on  the  trail  of  the  Indians 
that  we  had  followed  down  from  the  Rosebud,  General  Terry  going  north 
of  the  Yellowstone  to  interce|)t  the  trail  of  any  Indians  taking  that 
direction.  My  column  followed  this  trail  down  Beaver  Creek  to  a  point 
opposite  Sentinel  Bnttes,  where  the  Indians  scattered,  and  the  deluging 
rains  to  which  we  havi-.  been  exposed  during  the  past  week  have  so  ob- 
literated their  trails  as  to  make  it  very  difficult  and  laborious  to  work 
up  the  case,  but  undoubtedly  a  very  large  majority  of  the  trails  led  over 
t^)ward  the  Little  Missouri,  going  in  the  direction  of  the  Black  Hills, 
the  separation  taking  place  apparently  about  twelve  days  ago. 

I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  all  the  hostile  Indians  left  the 
Big  Horn,  Tongue,  and  Powder  River  country  in  the  village  the  trail  of 
which  we  followed. 
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This  villap^e  was  very  compact,  and  arran<;^ed  in  refiralar  order  of  seven 
circles  of  lodges,  covering  an  area  of  at  least  two  thousand  acres. 
With  the  excei)tion  of  a  few  lodges  that  had  stolen  off*  toward  the 
agencies,  there  was  no  change  in  the  size  or  arraugeraeut  of  the  villaije 
until  it  disintegrated.  All  indications  show  the  hostile  Indians  were 
uiuch  straitened  for  food,  and  that  they  are  now  traveling  in  small 
bands,  scouring  the  country  for  small  game. 

I  feel  satisfied  that  if  they  can  be  prevented  from  getting  ammunition 
or  supplies  from  the  agencies,  a  large  majority  of  them  will  surrender 
soon. 

I  have  with  me  only  about  two  days'  provisions,  but  I  shall  push  out 
for  the  Black  Hills,  to  try  to  reach  there  in  advance  of  the  hostiles  or 
as  soon  as  they  do,  scouting  the  country  on  the  march  as  thoroughly  as 
the  circumstances  will  admit.  We  have  traveled  over  four  hundred 
miles  since  leaving  our  wagon-train;  our  animals  are  now  much  jaded, 
and  many  of  them  have  given  out,  while  our  men  begin  to  manifest 
symptoms  of  scorbutic  affections.  As  things  look  now,  Custer  City 
will  probably  be  the  base  to  operate  from.  1  would  like  to  have  200,000 
pounds  of  grain  sent  there  at  once,  together  with  twenty  days'  full 
rations  of  vegetables  for  the  men.  1  would  also  like  to  have  two  com- 
panies of  cavalry  sent  across  the  country  from  Ked  Cloud,  via  Pumpkin 
Buttes,  by  forced  marches,  to  escort  my  wagon  train  from  the  Dry  Fork 
of  Powder  liiver,  by  the  miner's  road,  to  Dead  wood  City  iu  the  Black 
Hills,  so  as  to  get  it  there  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

I  make  these  requests  of  you,  as  I  have  not  heard  anything  reliable 
from  the  outside  world  since  your  telegram  of  July  26,  and  do  not  know 
what  changes  may  have  transpired  to  modity  the  disposition  of  troops 
in  my  department. 

GEORGE  CROOK, 

Brigadier-  General 


6  Bb.— TELEGRAM  FROM  GENERAL  CROOK, 

[Telegram.! 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Platte, 
Big  Horn  and  Yellowstone  Expedition, 
Camp  on  Owl  Elver,  Dakota,  Septemhei'  10,  176.8 

General  Sheridan,  Chicago : 

Marched  from  Heart  River,  passing  a  great  many  trails  of  Indians 
going  down  all  the  dilierent  streams  we  crossed  between  Heart  River 
and  this  point,  apparently  working  their  way  in  toward  the  different 
agencies. 

Although  some  of  the  trails  seemed  fresh,  our  animals  were  not  in 
condition  to  pursue  them. 

From  the  North  Fork  of  Grand  River,  I  sent  Captain  Mills,  of  the 
Third  Cavalry,  with  150  men,  mounted  on  our  strongest  horses,  to  go  in 
advance  to  Deadwood  and  procure  supplies  of  provisions. 

On  the  evening  of  the  8th,  he  discovered,  near  the  Slim  Buttes,  a  vil- 
lage of  thirty-odd  lodges,  and  lay  by  there  that  night  and  attacked  ihem 
by  surprise  yesterday  morning,  capturing  the  village,  some  prisoners, 
and  a  number  of  ponies,  and  killing  some  of  the  Indians.  Among  the 
Indians  was  the  chief  American  Horse,  who  died  from  his  wounds,  after 
surrendering  to  us.  Our  own  casualties  were  slight,  but  among  them 
was  Lieutenant  Von  Leuttwitz,  of  the  Third  Cavalry,  wounded  seriously 
n  knee,  and  leg  tsiuce  amyutated. 
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In  the  village  were  found,  besides  great  qnantities  of  dried  meat  and 
ammunition,  an  army  guidon,  portions  of  officers'  and  non-commissioned 
officers'  uniforms,  and  other  indications  that  the  Indians  of  this  village 
had  participated  in  the  Custer  massacre. 

Our  main  column  got  up  about  noon  that  day,  and  was  shortly  after 
attacked  by  a  considerable  body  of  Indians,  who,  the  prisoners  said,  be- 
longed to  the  village  of  Crazy  Horse,  who  was  camped  somewhere  be- 
tween their  own  village  and  the  Little  Missouri  Eiver.  This  attack  was 
undoubtedly  made  under  the  supposition  that  Captain  Mills's  command 
had  received  no  re-enforcements. 

The  prisoners  further  stated  that  most  of  the  hostile  Indians  were 
now  going  into  the  agencies,  with  the  exception  of  Crazy  Horse  and 
Sitting  Bull  with  their  immedate  followers.  Crazy  Horse  intended  to 
remain  near  the  headwaters  of  the  Little  Missouri ;  and  about  one-half 
of  Sitting  Bull's  band,  numbering  from  sixty  to  one  hundred  lodges, 
had  gone  north  of  the  Yellowstone,  while  the  remainder  of  that  band, 
with  some  Sans- Arcs,  Minneconjous,  and  Uncapapas,  had  gone  in  the 
vicinity  of  Antelope  Buttes,  there  to  fatten  their  ponies  and  to  trade 
with  the  Rees  and  others. 

I  place  great  reliance  in  these  statements,  from  other  corroboratory 
evidence  w  hich  I  have. 

Those  Indians  with  Sitting  Bull  will  amount  probably  to  three  hun- 
dred or  four  hundred  lodges,  and  in  my  judgment  can  very  easily  be 
struck  by  General  Terry's  column,  provided  it  go  in  light  marching  order 
and  keep  under  cover. 

Our  prisoners  in  their  conversation  also  fully  confirmed  in  every  par- 
ticular my  opinions  as  already  telegraphed  you. 

We  had  a  very  severe  march  here  from  Heart  Biver  eighty  for  consecu- 
tive miles.  We  did  not  have  a  particle  of  wood  ;  nothing  but  a  little 
dry  grass,  which  was  insufficient  even  to  cook  coffee  for  the  men.  Dur- 
ing the  greater  portion  of  the  time  we  were  drenched  by  cold  rains, 
which  made  traveling  very  heavy.  A  great  many  of  the  animals  gave 
out  and  had  to  be  abandoned.  The  others  are  now  in  such  weak  condi- 
tion that  the  greater  number  of  them  will  not  be  able  to  resume  the  cam- 
paign until  after  a  reasonable  rest. 

I  should  like  to  have  about  live  hundred  horses,  preferably  the  half- 
breed  horses  raised  on  the  Laramie  plains  or  iu  the  vicinity  of  Denver 
and  already  acclimated  to  this  country. 

1  intend  to  carry  out  the  programme  mentioned  in  my  last  dispatch 
via  Fort  Lincoln,  and  shall  remain  in  the  vicinity  of  Deadwood  until  the 
arrival  of  my  wagon-train, 

GEORGE  CROOK, 

Brigadier-  Oeneral. 


6  C— SUBREPORT  OF  GENERAL  CROOK. 

Headquarters  Big  Horn  and  Yellowstone  Expedition, 

Fort  Laramie^  Wyo,,  September  25, 1876.^ 

Sir:  Having  been  advised  by  the  Lieutenant-General  that  ten  com- 
panies of  the  Fifth  Cavalry  would  re  enforce  me,  1  waited  with  my  com- 
mand in  the  vicinity  of  the  Big  Horn  Mountains  till  they  arrived  August 
3d,  and  the  expedition  moved  out  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  August. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  1  had  been  somewhat  embarrassed  by  the 
care  of  our  wounded,  in  the  movement  we  made  on  the  Rosebud  in  June, 
our  organization  was  made  with  a  view  to  the  possible  coutm^<^\^&\s^ 
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that  constantly  arise  in  conflict  with  a  savage  foe.  In  war  with  a  civ- 
ilized  foe  it  has  been  considered  that  the  wounding  of  the  enemy  was 
better  than  to  kill  him,  inasmuch  as  the  force  is  not  only  deprived  of 
the  services  of  the  wounded  man  but  of  those  reqnirecl  to  take  care  of  him. 

Uence  it  sometimes  happens  that  a  hospital  falling  into  the  hands  of 
an  enemy  is  a  decided  advantage  to  the  army  losing  it.  In  such  case 
the  wounded  would  be  tenderly  cared  for. 

But  in  this  war  the  case  is  different.  The  falling  into  the  hands  of 
our  savage  foe  of  our  wounded  would  be  a  calamity  not  necessary  to 
expatiate  upon  to  be  appreciated. 

In  starting  on  this  second  movement  I  first  stripped  the  command  of 
everything  in  exc€\ss  of  the  absolute  necessities  of  the  officers  and  men, 
and  after  selecting  the  best  position  available  for  it,  left  my  wagon-train 
in  charge  of  Captain  Furey,  assistant  quartermaster,  with  only  the  men 
belonging  to  it  to  guard  it,  with  the  sick  and  hospital  att^udant-s. 

My  pack-trains  were  in  five  detachments,  each  led  by  a  bell-animal 
and  so  well  drilled  that  the  train  would  go  wherever  the  troops  were 
required  to,  leaving  absolutely  nothing  to  guard  or  embarrass  us,  and  in 
case  of  an  engagement  it  was  impossible  to  separate  the  mules  fix)m  tbe 
bell  animals. 

Material  for  travaux  for  our  wounded  was  transported  on  the  pack- 
train  and  the  entire  command  wa^s  in  the  most  perfect  fighting  condition, 
ready  to  move  in  any  direction  and  over  any  country  with  celerity,  and 
to  attack  with  power. 

The  wounded  needed  no  guard,  as  they,  with  the  pack-animals,  were 
kept  np  with  the  troops  all  the  time.  Three  days'  march  from  our  camp, 
and  on  Kosebud  Creek,  we  found  the  trail  of  the  hostile  force  going  down 
that  stream  toward  the  Yellowstone. 

Their  camps  were  made  in  seven  distinct  circles,  and  were  compact 
encampments  covering  an  area  of  at  least  two  thousand  acres. 

These  camps  and  the  trail  showed  that  there  was  no  material  scatter- 
ing or  diminution  of  their  force  until  they  separated  on  Beaver  Creek. 

We  followed  this  trail  down  the  Rosebud  to  within  thirty  miles  of 
where  it  empties  into  the  Yellowstone,  when  we  met  General  Terry's 
column,  in  conjunction  with  which  we  followed  it  across  to  Powder 
liiver,  and  down  that  stream  to  within  twentv  miles  of  its  mouth. 
Here  the  trail  left  Powder  River  and  ran  in  an  easterly  direction,  while 
our  command  marched  down  to  the  Yellowstone  River  to  replenish  our 
rations.  Here  we  were  detained  seven  days  by  the  ditiiculties  the 
steamer  carrying  supplies  experienced  in  navigating  that  stream. 

Both  columns  then  marched  back  up  Powder  River  to  renew  pursuit 
on  the  trail,  when  we  received  infornmtion  that  the  Indians  liacf  at- 
tacked the  intrenched  camp  at  the  mouth  of  Glendive  Creek,  and  tired 
on  the  steamer  on  the  Yellowstone. 

This  was  evidently  for  the  purpose  of  covering  some  movement  em- 
bracing a  possible  breaking  into  smaller  bauds  and  a  crossipg  of  the 
Yellowstone  by  some  portion  of  them. 

General  Terry  then  returned  to  and  crossed  the  Yellowstone  to  the 
north  side  to  intercept  any  movement  in  that  direction,  while  1  moved 
with  my  column  south  on  the  trail  to  a  point  on  Beaver  Creek  opposite 
Sentinel  Buttes,  where  it  broke  up  into  small  parties,  the  majority  going 
toward  the  agencies  and  the  Black  Hills. 

As  the  whole  frontier  of  my  department  was  thus  exposed,  and  the 
people  in  the  Black  Hilis  in  imminent  danger,  I  marched  via  the  head 
of  Heart  River  toward  their  camps  in  the  hills. 

This  march  of  ten  days  was  made  on  a  little  over  two  days' rations, 
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eighty-odd  miles  being  over  a  country  that  had  no  wood,  shrubbery,  or 
even  weeds  with  which  to  make  tires  for  cooking  coffee ;  ten  days  be- 
ing in  a  deluging  rain,  the  men  not  having  during  that  time  a  dry 
blanket ;  the  deep  sticky  mud  making  a  toilsome  march,  which  for 
severity  and  hardship  has  but  few  parallels  in  the  history  of  our  Array. 

Notwithstanding  this,  when  we  reached  Belle  Fourche,  there  was  but 
two  and  one- tenth  per  cent,  of  the  command  sick,  and  this  included  fif- 
teen wounded  in  the  engagement  near  Slim  Buttes. 

On  the  march  down,  our  advance,  under  Capt.  Anson  Mills,  Third 
Cavalry,  attacked  and  destroyed  a  village  of  thirty-seven  lodges,  con- 
taining a  large  quantity  of  robes  and  property  of  value  to  the  hostiles. 

A  re])ort  of  this  engagement  is  inclosed,  and  marked  C. 

The  trains  of  supplies  sent  to  meet  us  are  now  with  the  command, 
which  is  comfortably  camped  in  the  vicinity  of  Custer  City,  waiting  fu- 
ture movements. 

I  cannot  close  my  report  without  expressing  my  deep  sense  of  grati- 
tude for  the  courtesy  with  which  I  was  treated  by  Brigadier-General 
Terry  during  the  time  our  expeditions  acted  in  conjunction.  He  not 
only  did  not  assume  command  of  my  column,  as  he  might  have  done, 
but  shared  everything  he  had  with  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfullv.  vour  obedient  servant, 

GEORGE  CROOK, 
Brigadier- General  U.  tS,  Army,  Commanding. 

Assistant  Adjutant  General, 

Military  Division  of  the  Missouri^  Chicago,  III, 


6  D.— REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  MILLS. 

Headquartehs  Dktachment  Third  Cavalry, 

In  Bivouac  on  Rahbilt  Creek,  Dakota,  Svptrinber  9,  1876. 

Lieut.  George  F.  Chase, 

Adjiitafil  Battalion  Third  Cavalry: 

Sir  :  I  havo  the  honor  to  Rubniit  the  foUowinjif  report  of  the  enfija^ement  of  this  date 
between  my  coniinanfl  and  a  viHage  of  thirty-seven  hulges,  under  Hrul<S  Sionx  chiefs 
Annerican  Horse  and  Roman  Ntjse,  at  Slim  Bnttes,  Dakota  Territory. 

y\y  command  consisted  of  fonr  officers  and  100  enlisted  men,  all  from  the  Third 
Cavalry,  save  Lientenant  Bnbb,  Fonrth  Infantry,  acting;  commissary  subsistence  and 
a<:ting(jnarterma8ter  to  the  general  commanding  tlie  expedition,  being  liftmen  men  from 
each  of  tiie  ten  companies  of  the  regiment  serving  with  the  expedition,  selected  with 
reference  to  both  men  and  horses;  one  chief  packer,  Thomas  Moore;  liftmen  packers, 
and  sixty-one  pack-mnles. 

Lient.  Emmet  Crawford  commanded  the  detachment  of  7r>  men  from  Second  Battal- 
ion, and  Lieut.  A.  H.  VonLuettwitz  commanded  the  detachment  of  same  strength  from 
the  First  Battalion. 

The  detachment  separated  from  the  expedition  on  the  night  of  the  7th,  at  camp  on  a 
brunch  of  the  North  Fork  of  Grand  River,  with  orders  to  proceed  as  rapidly  as  possible 
to  Deadwood  City,  in  the  Black  Hills,  for  rations,  the  expedition  being  then  iu  almost 
a  destitnto  Qondition. 

Lieut.  Freuerick  Schwatka  was  appointed  adjutant  to  the  detachment.  The  com- 
mand marched  south  at  7  p.  m.,  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  Frank  Grnard,  chief  to 
the  guide,  assisted  by  Captain  Jack,  18  miles,  and  camped  because  of  the  utter 
darkness.  Marched  at  daylight  on  the  Hth  through  heavy  rain  aiid  mn<l,  when,  at  3 
p.  m.,  the  guide  discovered,  on  the  slope  of  Slim  Buttes,  some  forty  ponies  grazing, 
about  three  miles  distant.  As  the  comnuinding  general  had  instructed  me  to  lose  no 
opportunity  to  strike  a  village,  the  command  was  rapidly  put  out  of  sight,  when  I,  with 
the  guides,  proceeded  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  if  there  was  a  village,  and  its  location. 
The  approaches  were  so  difficult,  that  it  was  inipossible  for  us  to  learn  anything  with- 
out being  discovered  until  dark,  when  I  decided  to  move  back  about  a  mile  and  put 
the  command  in  a  deep  gorge,  wait  there  until  2  o'clock  a.  m..  and  attack  at  daylight. 
The  night  was  one  of  the  ugliest  I  ever  passed— dark,  cold,  rainy,  and  muddy  in  the 
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extreme.  At  2  n.  ni.  we  moved  to  within  a  mile  of  the  villap^e,  where  I  left  the  pack- 
train,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  horses,  with  twenty-five  men  to  bold  them,  ondrr 
the  command  of  Lientenaut  Bnbb,  and  marched  on.  Crawford  and  Von  Laetlaritx, 
each  with  fifty  men  dismonnted,  and  Schwatka  with  twenty-live  men  moant«d,  tbf 
plan  being,  if  possible,  for  Crawford  to  close  on  one  side  of  the  village  and  Von  Laett- 
witz  on  the  other,  when  Schwatka  was  to  charge  throngh  at  the  bugle's  sound,  driv* 
off  all  the  stock,  when  the  dismounted  men  would  close  on  them  ;  but  when  we  were 
within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  lower  end  of  the  village,  which  was  situated  on  eiibe: 
side  of  a  small  creek  called  Rabbit  Creek,  a  small  herd  of  loose  ponies  stampeded  aod 
ran  through  the  village.  Grnard  informed  me  that  all  chance  for  a  total  sorprisi^  w* 
lost,  when  1  ordered  the  charge  sounded,  and  right  gallantly  did  Scbwatba  with  hi) 
twenty-five  men  execute  it. 

Immediately,  the  dismoimted  detachments  closed  on  the  south  side  and  coraraencH 
firing  on  the  Indians,  who,  finding  tho'nselves  laced  in  their  lodges,  the  leather  dra«ra 
tight  as  a  drum  by  the  rain,  had  quickly  cut  themselves  out  with  their  knives  ami  rtr- 
turned  our  fire,  the  squaws  carrying  the  dead,  wounded,  and  children  up  the  oppi»si!<! 
bluffs,  leaving  everything  but  their  limited  night-clothes  in  our  possession,  Schwatki 
havifig  rounded  up  the  principal  part  of  the  herd. 

All  this  occurred  about  day-break.  Lieutenant  Von  Luettwitz, while  gallently  cbwriog 
his  men,  was  severely  wounded  at  alinosi!  the  first  volley,  grasping  my  arm  jis  befell. 

I  then  turned  my  attention  to  getting  up  the  pack-train  and  led  hordes,  which  was 
quite  a  ditfienlt  task;  and  Grnard  informing  me  from  trails,  th«  action  »»f  the  Itidiao*. 
and  other  indicatiotis  that  he  was  satisfied  there  were  other  villajLjes  near,  I  sent  t«o 
couriers  to  General  Crook,  advising  what  I  was  doiug,'and  requesting  him  to  hurry  for- 
ward as  rapidly  as  possible. 

The  Indians,  as  soon  as  they  had  their  squaws  and  children  in  security,  r«turne<ltfl 
the  contest,  and  soon  completely  encompassed  us  with  a  skirmish-line,  antl  as  my  c<>ni- 
mand  was  almost  entirely  engaged  with  the  wounded,  the  held  horses,  and  the  skirmish- 
line,  I  determined  to  leave  the  collection  of  the  property  and  provisions,  with  which 
the  village  was  rich,  to  the  main  command  on  its  arrival. 

American  Horse  and  his  family,  with  some  wounded,  had  taken  refuge  in  a  deep 
gorge  in  the  village,  and  their  dislodgment  was  also,  from  its  difficulty,  left  to  the  com- 
ing re-enforcements. 

The  Indians  were  constantly  creeping  to  points  near  enough  to  annoy  our  wounded, 
and  Lieutenants  Bubb  and  Crawford  rendered  themselves  conspicuous  in  driving  them 
each  with  their  small  mounted  detachments. 

The  head  of  General  Crook's  column  arrived  at  11.30  a.  m.  and  American  Horse,  mor- 
tally wounded,  his  family  of  some  twelve  persons,  two  warriors,  a  niece  of  Red  Cload, 
and  four  dead  bodies  were  taken  from  the  gorge  ;  not,  however,  without  hiss. 

About  5  p.  rn.  the  Indians  resumed  the  contest  with  more  than  double  their  force,  bnt 
were  handsomely  repulsed  by  our  then  strong  command. 

I  learn  from  the  prisoners  that  Crazy  Horse,  with  the  Cheyennes,  a  village  of  some 
three  hundred  lodges,  was  within  eight  or  ten  miles,  and  that  the  strength  of  the  vil- 
lage taken  consisted  of  about  two  hundred  souls,  one  hundred  of  whom  were  warrior*. 

My  loss  was : 

Killeil. — Private  John  Winzel,  Company  A,  Third  Cavalry. 

Wonnded. — First  Lieut.  A.  H.  Von  Luettwitz,  severely  ;  Sergeant  John  A.  Kirkwood, 
Company  M,  Third  Cavalry;  Sergeant  Edward  Glass,  Company  E,  Third  Cavalry; 
Private  Edward  Kiernan,  Company  E,  Third  Cavalry;  Private  William  B.  DuB>»i8, 
Company  C,  Third  Cavalry  ;  Private  August  Doran,  Company  D,  Third  Cavalry  ;  Pri- 
vate Charles  Foster,  Company  B,  Third  Cavalry. 

It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  enemy's  loss,  as  they  were  principally  carried  away, 
although  several  were  left  on  the  field. 

We  captured  a  vast  amount  of  provisions  and  property,  over  5,500  pounds  dried  meat, 
large  quantities  of  dried  fruit,  rolies,  ammunition,  and  arms,  aud  clothini;^  and  175 
ponies,  all  of  which,  not  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  command,  was  utterly  destroyed. 
Among  the  trophies  was  a  guidon  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  a  pair  of  gloves  marked 
Colonel  Keogh,  3  Seventh  Cavalry  horses,  and  many  other  articles  recognized  to 
have  belonged  to  General  Custer's  command. 

It  is  usual  for  commanding  otficers  to  call  special  attention  to  acts  of  distinguished 
courage,  and  I  trust  the  extraordinary  circumstances  of  calling  on  1*25  men  to  attack, 
in  the  darkness,  and  in  the  wilderness,  aud  on  the  heels  of  the  late  appalling  disasters 
to  their  comrades,  a  village  of  unknown  strength,  and  in  the  gallant  manner  in  which 
they  executed  everything  required  of  them  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  will  warrant  me 
in  recommending  for  brevet  Lieutenants  Bubb,  Crawford,  Von  Luettwitz,  aud 
Schwatka  ;  and  for  medals  the  following  enlisted  men,  who  also  appeared  to  excel: 
Sergeant  Galob  Bigalski,  Co.  A,  Third  Cavalry ;  Sergeant  Peter  Forster,  Co.  I,  Third 
Cavalry;  Sergeant  Edward  Glass,  Co.  E,  Third  Cavalry  ;  Sergeant  W.  H.  Conklin,  Co. 
G,  Third  Cavalry  ;  Sergeant  Johu  A.  Kirkwood,  Co.  M,  Third  Cavalry  ;  Corporal  Frank 
Ask  well,  Co.  I,  Third  Cavalry  ;  Corporal  Johu  Cohen,  Co.  F,  Third  Cavalry  ;  Corporal 
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•John  D.  Sanders,  Co.  D,  Third  Cavalry;  Private  John  Hale,  Co.  C,  Third  Cavalry; 
T*rivate  Edward  McKieruan,  Company  E,  Third  Cavalry ;  Private  William  B.  DiiBois, 
CJo.  C,  Third  Cavalry  ;  Private  Robert  Smith,  Co.  M,  Third.  Cavalry  ;  also  Mr.  Thomas 
^Moore,  chief  packer. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

ANSON  MILLS, 
Captain  Third  Cavalry,  Commanding  Detachment 
• 

[First  indorsement.] 

Camp  on  Whitewood  Creek,  Dakota,  Septembet'  15,  1876. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

A.  W.  EVANS, 
Major  Third  Cavalry, 
[Second  indorscTnent.] 

Headquarters  Battalions  Second  and  Third  Cavalry, 

Camp  on  Whitewood  Creek,  Dakota, 

September  15,  1876. 

Respectfully  forwarded.  Captain  Mills's  report  is  supplemented  a.s  follows  :  My  com- 
mand, c<Mnposed  of  two  battalions  of  the  Third  Cavalry  and  one  of  the  SHC(»nd,  arrived 
at  the  site  of  the  Indian  village  aftt^r  the  engagement,  but  Privat-e  John  M.  Stevenson, 
Co.  I,  Second  Cavalry,  having  responded  when  a  call  for  volunteers  was  made  to  dis- 
lodge wounded  Indians  from  a  ravine,  he  was  severely  wounded  in  the  left  loot. 
Lieutenant  Von  Luettwitz  subsequently  lost  his  right  leg  by  amputation.  During 
the  afternoon  an  altack  upon  the  camp  was  made  by  Indians  in  increased  force,  and  a 
skirmish-line  established,  which  successfully  resisted  for  several  hours  and  repulsed 
the  same.  On  the  morning  of  the  10th  instant,  a  desultory  firing  was  maintained  by  the 
Sioux  until  after  my  command,  under  the  instructions  of  the  chief  of  cavalry,  had  left 
camp  in  charge  of  the  ]mck-train.  To  cover  this  movement.  Company  I,  Second  Cav- 
alry, commanded  by  Lieut.  F.  W.  Kingsbury,  was,  for  a  short  time,  detached. 

W.  B.  ROYALL, 
Lieutenant- Colonel  Third  Cavalry,  Commanding  Battalions  Second  and  Third  Cavalry, 
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operations  of  fifth   cavalry  near   slim  BU1TE8,  DAKOTA. 

Headquarters  Firni  Cavalry, 
Camp  on  Whileuood  Creek,  Dakota,  September  15, 1876. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  operations  of  this  regi" 
ment  on  the  9th  and  10th  instants. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  instant,  soon  after  leaving  camp,  I  was  directed  to  drop 
out  of  the  regiment  all  the  men  with  horses  not  able  to  go  rapidly  for  seventeen  miles, 
placing  them  in  charge  of  an  officer,  and  with  the  remainder  proceed  with  the  brevet 
raajor-general  commanding  the  cavalry  to  the  scene  of  Mills's  engagement. 

I  marched  with  about  '250  men  and  17  officers,  and  we  arrived  at  the  village  near  Slim 
Buttes  at  11.30  a.  ni.,  finding  it  in  possession  of  our  troops,  and  the  command  was  bivou- 
aced,  this  regiment  in  the  right  front  as  we  marched.  But  there  was  still  a  number 
of  Indians  intrenched  in  a  riHe-pit,  and  in  the  attem|it6  to  get  them  out  we  lost  one 
private  and  one  scout  killed. 

About  4  p.  m.,  after  the  whole  regiment  had  arrived,  the  pickets  gave  the  alarm  of 
"  Indians!'^  when  I  sounded  **To  arms!"  and  '*  Forward!"  and  the  companies  formed 
and  marched  out  beyond  the  horses  very  promptly  and  handsomely. 

The  horses  of  Company  B  stampeded  and  went  outside  the  line,  followed  by  parts  of 
others,  but  were  skilfully  brought  round  by  the  herders,  under  the  lead  of  Corporal  J. 
S.  Clantou,  Company  B,  Fifth  Cavalry.  The  companies  remained  in  their  positions 
firing  at  the  Indians,  who  were  circling  round  and  crawling  behind  ridges  and  firing 
at  us,  till  the  intantiy  advanced  on  the  left  flank,  driving  them  around  to  the  ri^ht, 
when  the  battalion  commanders  advanced  their  battalions  to  the  right,  and  the  Indiaus 
mrero  driven  np  and  over  the  pass  at  the  head  of  the  valley  and  out  of  sight. 

Next  morning  (10th)  the  Indians  again  appeared.    The  companies  were  sent  out  and 
engaged  them,  and  when  the  time  for  marching  arrived,  by  direction  of  General  Mer- 
ritt,  they  saddled  by  detachments,  still  i  olding  the  hills  on  the  right  of  the  infantry. 
I  was  ordered  to  place  one  battalion  on  the  right,  relieving  the  infantry  skirmishers^ 
and  one  in  rear  of  the  village,  and  for  the  regiment  to  turui  thi^  y<:^^\  ^\\.\wx^<y(iNXv^^^^^ 
march. 
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Upham's  battalion  was  placed  on  the  ridge  in  rear  of  camp,  and  Mason's  on  the 
right. 

lu  tbis  operation  it  was  necessary  to  withdraw  Upbam's  battalion  nnder  fire  and  re- 
place it  with  part  of  Mason'n,  as  well  as  to  relieve  the  infantry  skirmishers  also  nnder 
fire. 

I  was  also  ordered  by  General  Merritt  to  release,  upon  leaving  the  site  of  the  villijjf, 
the  squaws  and  cbildn'n  in  our  bauds,  and  to  see  that  all  property  was  eftectuallj 
destroyed,  both  of  which  orders  were  carried  out.        •* 

After  the  coiuuin  was  well  under  way,  I  directed  the  battalion  commanders  to  with- 
draw and  follow,  which  was  done  slowly  from  ridge  to  ridge,  ihe  Indians  following  aDd 
pressing  quite  bohlly  till  we  were  about  two  miles  from  camp. 

Our  loa«  in  the  two  engagements  was  as  follows  : 

KHlc4 — 1.  Private  J.  \V.  Ketnedy,  Couipauy  C,  Fifth  Cavalry;  2.  Scout  Jonathan 
While. 

Wounded — 1.  S«rgcant  Lucifer  Schreiber,  Company  K;  2.  Trumpeter  Michael  Don- 
nolly,  Company  V;  H.  Private  Daniel  Ford,  Ctunpauy  F;  4.  Private  George  Cloticr, 
Ctmipany  D;  f).  Private  William  Madden,  Company  M 

The  horses  which  made  the  rapid  march  were  much  jaded,  the  ground  being  very  soft 
and  slippery,  and  we  lost  about  fifteen  horses,  unable  to  travel. 

The  (»t11eers  and  sohlicrs  behaved  with  their  usual  couragt^  and  coolness. 

The  ot^icers  present,  besides  the  colonel,  Bvt.  Maj.  Gen.  Wesley  Merritt,  comraandiDg 
all  the  calvary,  were  : 

Jiattalion  commauda-8. — Maj.  J.  J.  Upham,  Fifth  Cavalry;  Capt.  J.  W.  Mason,  Fifth 
Cavalry. 

Company  offtars. — 1.  Ca]»t.  Edward  Leib,  Company  M  ;  2.  Capt.  Samuel  S.  Sumner. 
Company  D  ;  vJ.  Capt.  Emil  Adam,  Company  C;  4.  Capt.  Robert  N.  Mo!itgomcry,  Coni- 
jiany  15 ;  5.  Capt  8;inford  C.  Kellogg,  Company  I ;  (i.  Capt.  George  F.  Price,  Compauy 
E;  7.  Capt.  Edward  M.  Hayes,  Company  G;  8.  Capt.  J.  Scott  Payne,  Couipacy  F;  (l 
Cai>t.  Albert  E.  WocmIsou,  Company  K ;  10.  Capt.  Calbraiih  P.  Rodgers,  Company  A. 

1.  Lieut.  Alfred  B.  Bache,  sick  in  hospital  in  can)p,  under  fire;  2.  Lieut.  Bernard 
Reilly,  jr. ;  'A.  Lieut.  W.  C.  Forbush.  Actiug  Assistant  Adjutant-Geueral,  cavalry  com- 
mand, present,  utuler  fire;  4.  Lieut.  Charles  King,  acting  regimental  a4ljutant ;  5.  Lient. 
William  P.  Hall,  acting  ansistant  tjuartermaster  cavalry  command,  present,  nnder  tire; 
(>.  Lieut  Charles  1).  Parkhurst,  battalion  adjutant,  Second  Batallion  ;  7.  Lieut,  Edwanl 
L.  Keyes;  H.  Lieut.  Rot>ert  London  ;  9.  Lieut.  Noel  S.  Bi8hop,battalion  adjutant,  First 
Battalion  ;  10.  Lieut  S.  C.  Plummer,  Fourth  Infantry,  attached  to  Compauy  1,  aud 
Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  L.  Pt)well,  of  Richmond,  Va. 

Private  Patrick  Niiiil,  Company  F,  shot  an  Indian/rom  his  saddle  and  got  his  pony. 

According  to  the  bevst  and  most  reliable  accounts  we  killed  and  wounded  as  many  as 
seven  or  eight  Indians. 

I  would  add  to  this  report,  that  on  the  12th  instant  Major  Upham  was  ordere<l,  with 
150  of  the  l>est  mounted  men  of  the  regiment,  to  follow  a  trail  leading  down  Avol  Creek. 
He  returneil  on  the  14th,  p.  m.,  not  having  fontul  a  village.  His  men  had  no  rartions 
whatever,  except  about  two  ounces  of  dried  bufi'alo-meat  and  one-fourth  ounce  of  coflee 
]>er  nuin,  and  what  horse  meat  the  men  had  saved  from  the  night  before  starting.  It 
rainetl  most  of  the  time,  making  them  constantly  wet,  and  the  ground  very  heavy  aud 
sticky,  and  they  were* without  wood  for  two  nights.  Upon  their  return  they  were  the 
worst  tired  m-^i  I  ever  saw.  One  of  his  men.  Private  Cyrus  B  Milner,  Company  A, 
while  out  hunting  from  camp  on  Belle  Fonrche,  was  killed  by  two  Indians,  who  a|)- 
]uoached  him  stealthily.  Ti.e  whole  of  his  scalp  was  taken  ofi,  his  throat  cut  from  ear 
to  ear,  aud  his  breast  gashed.  His  horse  was  killed. 
Very  re8i)ectfully,  vour  obctlieut  servant, 

E.  A.  CARR, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Fifth  Cavalry^  Commanding  liegimcnt. 

Acting  Assistant  Ad.ti'tant-Gknekal, 

Hiadquartrvft  Cavalry  Command^ 

Big  Horn  and  Ydhxcstone  Expedition^ 
Camp  on  ll'hittwood  Creek j  Dakota. 


Hkadquartkrs  Cavalry, 
Big  Horn  ani>  Ykllowstonk  Expkdition, 

Camp  on  Whitcwood  Creek,  September  15,  1876. 

Respectfully  forwarded,  approved.  This  report  and  that  of  Colonel  Royall,  Third 
Cavalry,  t-over  so  completely  the  ground  of  the  day's  operations,  that  there  is  noth- 
ing to  add  by  the  commanding  officer  of  the  cavalry. 

W.  MERRITT, 
Colonel  FiJfK  Cata\r\|,Bxl,  "M.oiov-<actvwo\,\3\v\lv,d  Stated  Army, 
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r Second  iiitl<irseinent.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  the  Platte, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General's  Office, 

Omaha,  Nehr.,  October  5, 1876. 

Official  copy  respectfully  forwarded  to  the  aasistant  fw^jutant-general,  Headqnarters 
Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  Chicago,  Illinois,  with  the  request  that  this  report 
be  filed  with  inclosnre  marked  C,  to  annual  report  of  the  department  commander, 
dated  September  25,  1876. 

By  command  and  in  absence  of  Brigadier-General  Crook, 

R.  WILLIAMS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-General. 


6  F.— REPORT  OF  MAJOR  CHAMBERS. 

Headquarters  Principal  Depot  General  Recruiting  Service, 

Fort  Columbus,  New  York  Harbor, 

November,  1876, 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  disposition  of  the 
troops  of  the  infantry  battalion  on  the  afternoon  of  the  9th  and  morning  of  the  10th  of 
September,  1876,  at  Slim  Buttes,  on  Rabbit  Creek,  Dakota  Territory. 

Four  companieH — F,  Capt.  G.  L.  Luhn  ;  D,  First  Lieut.  Henry  Seton,  Fourth  ;  H, 
Ninth,  Second  Lieut.  Charles  M.  Rockefeller,  and  C,  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Capt.  D.  W. 
Bnrke — under  command  of  Capt.  A.  S.  Burt,  Ninth  Infantry,  took  the  commanding  hills 
and  bluffs  to  the  south  and  southwest  of  the  camp,  driving  away  the  Indians  who  were 
annoying  the  camp  by  a  desultory  fire  at  long  range.  This  movement  was  made  with- 
out causalty,  with  the  exception  of  private  Robert  Fitz  Henry,  Company  H,  Ninth 
Infantry,  slightly  wounded. 

Companies  B,  Capt.  J.  Kennington;  F,  Capt.  Thomas  F.  Tobcy,  and  I,  First  Lieut. 
Frank  Taylor,  Fourteenth  Infantry,  were  posted  on  the  south  side  of  camp,  concealed 
by  bluffs,  ready  in  case  an  attack  should  be  made  from  that  direction. 

Companies  C,  Capt.  Samuel  Munson,  and  G,  First  Lieut.  William  L.  Carpenter,  Ninth 
Infantry,  took  a  range  of  bluffs  on  north  side  of  camp,  driving  awaf  the  Indians. 

Company  G,  Fourth  Infantry.  Capt.  William  H.  Powell,  reported  to  General  Crook 
to  perform  the  duty  of  a  complete  destruction  of  the  village. 

These  companies  having  performed  the  duties  assigned  tliem,  wen  withdrawn  after 
dark,  and  strong  pickets  posted. 

Before  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  10th,  Capt.  William  H.  Powell,  with  Company 
G,  Fourth,  and  B,  F,  and  I,  Fourteenth  Infantry,  under  their  respective  commanders, 
were  moved  to  and  occupied  a  strong  position  on  the  bluffs  south  and  southwest  of 
camp,  skirmishing  with  Indians  after  daylight  till  the  whole  conmand  was  under 
march,  when  they  joined  the  infantry  battalion.     * 

The  report  is  made  at  this  late  day,  owing  to  snbreports  having  >een  lost  and  bnt 
recently  found. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  command  performed  their  duties  in  tieir  usual  gallant 
manner. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  inclosed  subreports. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALEX.  CUMBERS, 
Major  Fouiih  Infantry y  Commanding  Injintry  Battalion, 

The  Assistant  Adjutant-General. 

Big  Horn  and  YelUncsione  Expedition,  Omaha,  Nehr. 

flat  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  te  Platte, 
Assistant  Ad-iutant-Genehi/s  Office, 

Omaha,  Nebr  Nov.  22,  1876. 

Official  copy  respectfully  forwarded  to  the  assistant  adjutant-geneil,  U.  S.  A.,  Head- 
quarters Military  Division  of  the  Missouri,  Chicago,  111.,  with  requesthat  these  papers 
may  be  forwarded  for  file  with  inclosnre  A  to  iuclosure  C  of  the  aniial  report  of  the 
department  commander,  dated  September  25,  1876. 

In  absence  of  Brigadier-General  Crook, 

R.  WLLIAMS, 

33  w 
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3  G.— EEPOET  OF  LIEUT.  COL.  E.  S.  OTIS. 

[Note. — This  report  is  not  printed  in  its  proper  place  in  General 
Sheridan's  report  for  the  reason  that  it  was  not  received  in  time.] 

Headquabtebs  Battalion  Twenty-second  Infantby, 

Station  neab  Glendive  Gbeee,  Mont., 

October  27, 1876. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  as  communicated  in  my  letter  of 
the  13th  instant  to  the  headquarters  of  the  department,  I  commenced 
the  trip  to  Tongae  Eiver  with  the  sapply-train  upon  the  morning  of  the 
14th  instant.  Forty-one  of  the  citizen  teamsters  having  become  too 
greatly  demoralized  to  continue  service  upon  the  road,  were  discharged, 
and  the  necessary  places  filled  with  enlisted  men.  The  train  consisted 
of  86  wagons,  and  the  escort  of  Companies  C  and  G,  Seventeenth  In- 
fantry, and  G,  H,  and  K,  Twenty-second  Infantry.  Details  were  made 
from  these  companies  and  left  behind,  with  Captain  Clarke,  command- 
ing Company  I,  Twenty-second  Infantry,  who  was  directed  to  remain  at 
Olendive,  and  his  command,  thus  re-enforced,  consisted  of  4  officers  and 
^7  enlisted  men.  The  train-escort  consisted  of  11  commissioned  officers, 
{myself  included,)  and  185  enlisted  men.  We  proceeded  the  first  day 
twelve  miles  and  encamped  upon  the  broad  bottom  of  the  Yellowstone 
Biver  without  discovering  a  sign  of  the  presence  of  Indians.  During 
the  night  a  small  thieving  party  was  fired  upon  by  the  picket,  but  the 
party  escaped,  leaving  behind  a  single  pony,  with  its  trappings,  which 
was  killed. 

At  dawn  of  day  upon  the  15th,  the  train  pulled  out  in  two  strings  and 
proceeded  quietly  to  Spring  Creek,  distant  from  camp  about  three  miles. 
Then  I  directed  two  mounted  men  (Scout  Robert  Jackson  and  Sergeant 
Kelly,  F  Company,  Twenty  second  Infantry)  to  station  themselves  upon  a 
hill  beyond  the  creek  and  watch  carefully  the  surrounding  country  until  the 
train  should  pass  through  the  defile.  The  men  advanced  at  swift  pace  in 
the  proper  direction,  and  when  within  fifty  yards  of  the  designated  spot 
they  received  a  volley  from  a  number  of  concealed  Indians,  when  suddenly 
men  and  Indians  came  leaping  down  th^bluff.  *  The  men  escaped  without 
injury  to  person,  although  their  clothing  was  riddled  with  bullets.  I 
quickly  advanced  a  thin  skirmish-line  to  the  bluffs,  which  drove  out  forty 
or  fifty  Indians,  and  making  a  similar  movement  on  theopposite  flank,  the 
train  passed  through  the  gorge  and  gained  the  high  tableland.  Here  three 
or  four  scouts,  sent  out  by  Colonel  Miles  from  Tongue  River,  joined  us. 
They  had  been  driven  into  the  timber  upon  the  previous  evening,  there 
corraled ;  had  lost  their  horses  and  one  of  their  number,  and  escaped  to 
the  blufi's  under  the  cover  of  the  darkness.  The  dead  scout  was  found 
and  buried.  The  train  proceeded  quietly  along  the  level  prairie,  sur- 
rounded by  the  skirmish-line,  and  the  Indians  were  coming  thick  and 
fast  from  the  direction  of  Cabin  Creek.  But  few  shots  were  exchanged, 
and  both  parties  were  preparing  for  the  struggle,  which  it  was  evident 
would  take  place  at  the  deep  and  broken  ravine  of  Clear  Creek,  through 
which  the  train  must  pass.  We  cautiously  entered  the  ravine,  and  from 
one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  Indians  had  gained  the  surround- 
ing bluffs  to  our  left.  Signal-fires  were  lighted  for  miles  around,  and 
extended  far  away  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Yellowstone.  The  prairies 
to  our  front  were  fired,  and  sent  up  vast  clouds  of  smoke.    We  had  no 
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artillery,  and  nothinf^c  remained  to  do  except  to  charge  the  bluffs.  G 
Company,  Seventeenth,  and  H  Company  of  the  Twenty -second  Infantry 
were  thrown  forward  upon  the  run,  and  gallantly  scaled  the  bluff's,  answer- 
ing the  Indian  yell  with  one  equally  as  barbarous,  and  driving  back  the 
enemy  to  another  ridge  of  hills.  We  then  watered  all  the  stock  at  the 
creek,  took  on  water  for  the  men,  and  the  train  slowly  ascended  the 
bluffs.  The  country  now  surrounding  us  was  much  broken ;  the  Indians 
continued  to  increase  in  numbers,  surrounded  the  train,  and  the  entire 
escort  became  engaged.  The  train  was  drawn  up  in  four  strings,  and 
the  entire  escort  enveloped  it  by  a  thin  skirmish-line.  In  that  forma- 
tion we  advanced,  the  Indians  pressing  every  point,  especially  the  rear, 
which  was  only  enabled  to  follow  by  charging  the  enemy  and  then  re- 
treating rapidly  toward  the  train,  taking  advantage  of  all  the  knolls  and 
ridges  in  its  course. 

The  flanks  were  advanced  about  a  thousand  yards,  and  the  road  was 
opened  in  the  front  by  repeated  charges.  In  this  manner  we  Advanced 
several  miles  and  then  halted  for  the  night  upon  a  depression  of  the 
high  prairie,  the  escort  holding  the  surrounding  ridge.  The  Indians 
had  now  attempted  every  artifice.  They  had  pressed  every  point  of 
the  line ;  had  run  their  fires  through  the  train,  which  we  were  com- 
pelled to  cross  with  great  rapidity  ;  had  endeavored  to  approach  under 
the  cover  of  the  smoke,  when  they  found  themselves  overmatched  by 
the  officers  and  men,  who,  taking  advantage  of  the  cover,  moved  for- 
ward and  took  them  at  close  range.  They  had  met  with  considerable 
loss.  A  good  number  of  their  saddles  were  emptied  and  several  ponies 
wounded.  Their  firing  was  wild  in  the  extreme,  and  I  should  consider 
them  the  poorest  of  marksmen.  For  several  hours  they  kept  up  a  brisk 
fire  and  wounded  but  three  of  our  men ;  twobut  slightly  ;  and  one.  Pri- 
vate Donahoe,  of  Company  G,  Twenty -second  Infantry,  whom  I  was 
compelled  to  leave  at  Tongue  River,  but  who  will  ultimately  recover. 

Upon  the  morning  of  the  16th  the  train  pulled  out  in  four  strings, 
and  we  took  up  the  advance,  formed  as  upon  the  previous  day.  Many 
Indians  occupied  the  surrounding  hills,  and  soon  a  runner  approached 
and  left  a  communication  upon  a  distant  hill.  It  was  brought  in  by  the 
scout,  Jackson,  and  read  as  follows  : 

Yellowstone. 

I  want  to  know  what  you  are  doing  traveling  on  this  road.  Yon  scare  all  the  buf- 
falo away.  I  want  to  hunt  on  the  place.  I  want  you  to  turn  back  from  here.  If  you 
don't  I  will  fight  you  again.  I  want  you  to  leave  what  you  have  got  here,  and  turn 
back  from  here. 

I  am  your  friend, 

SITTING  BULL. 

I  mean  all  the  rations  you  have  got  and  some  powder.  Wish  you  would  write  as 
soon  as  you  can. 

I  directedthe  scout,  Jackson,  to  inform  the  Indians  that  I  had  noth- 
ing to  say  in  reply,  except  that  we  intended  to  take  the  train  through 
to  Tongue  River,  and  that  we  should  be  pleased  to  accommodate  them 
at  any  time  with  a  fight. 

The  train  continued  to  proceed,  and  about  8  o'clock  the  Indians  again 
began  to  gather  for  battle.  We  passed  through  the  long  narrow  gorge 
near  Bad  Route  Creek,  exchanging  but  few  shots,  and  soon  reached  the 
creek,  where  we  again  watered  the  stock  and  took  on  wood  and  water, 
consuming  in  this  labor  about  an  hour's  time.  When  we  had  pulled  up 
the  gentle  ascent  the  Indians  had  again  surrounded  us,  but  the  lesson 
of  the  previous  day  taught  them  to  keep  at  long  range,  and  there  was 
but  little  firing  by  eitViftt  pwc\,^.    I  e,owivt^d  150  Indians  in  our  rear,  and 
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from  their  movements  aud  positions  I  judged  their  numbers  to  be  be- 
tween three  aud  five  hundred.  After  proceeding  a  short  distance  a 
flag  of  truce  appeared  on  the  left  flank,  borne  by  two  Indians,  whom  I 
directed  to  be  allowed  to  enter  the  lines.  They  proved  to  be  Indian 
scouts  from  Standing  Rock  agency,  bearing  dispatches  from  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Carlin,  of  the  Seventeenth  Infantry,  stating  that  they  had  been 
sent  out  to  find  Sitting  Bull,  and  to  endeavor  to  influence  him  to  pro- 
ceed to  some  military  post  and  treat  for  peace.  These  scouts  informed 
me  that  they  had  that  morning  reached  the  camp  of  Sitting  Bull  and 
Manafraid-of-hiS'horses,  near  the  mouth  of  Cabin  Creek ;  that  they  had 
talked  with  Sitting  Bull,  who  wished  to  see  me  outside  the  lines.  I  de- 
clined the  invitation,  but  professed  a  willingness  to  see  Sitting  Bull 
within  my  own  lines.  The  scouts  left  me  and  soon  returned  with  three 
of  the  principal  soldiers  of  Sitting  Bull,  the  last-named  individual  being 
unwilling  to  trust  his  person  within  our  reach.  The  chiefs  said  that  their 
people  were  very  angry  because  our  trains  were  driving  away  the  bufifalo 
from  their  hunting-grounds ;  that  they  were  hungry  and  without  ammuni- 
tion, and  that  they  especially  wished  to  obtain  the  latter ;  that  they  were 
tired  of  the  war,  and  desired  to  conclude  a  peace.  I  informed  them  that 
I  could  not  give  them  ammunition ;  that  had  they  saved  the  amount 
already  wasted  upon  the  train  it  would  have  sufficed  them  for  hunting 
purposes  for  aloug  time;  that  I  had  no  authority  to  treat  with  them 
npon  any  terms  whatever,  but  that  they  were  at  liberty  to  visit  Tongue 
River,  and  there  make  known  conditions.  They  wished  to  know  what 
assurance  I  could  give  them  of  their  safety  should  they  visit  that  place, 
and  I  replied  that  I  could  give  them  nothing  but  the  word  of  an  officer. 
They  then  wished  rations  tor  their  people,  promising  to  proceed  to  Fort 
Peck  immediately,  and  from  there  to  Tongue  River.  I  declined  to  give 
them  the  rations,  but  finally  offered  them  as  a  present  one  hundred  and 
fifty  poun  's  of  hard  bread  and  two  sides  of  bacon,  which  they  gladly  ac- 
cepted. The  train  moved  on,  and  the  Indians  fell  to  the  rear.  Upon 
the  following  day  I  saw  a  number  of  them  from  Cedar  Creek,  tar  away 
to  the  right,  and  after  that  time  they  disappeared  entirely.  Upon  the 
evening  of  the  18th  I  met  Colonel  Miles,  encamped  with  his  entire  regi- 
ment on  Custer  Creek.  Alarmed  for  the  safety  of  the  train,  he  had  set 
out  from  Tongue  River  upon  the  previous  day.  I  told  him  of  the  situa- 
tion of  affairs,  and  informed  him  that  he  would  find  the  Indian  camp 
either  about  the  mouth  of  Cabin  Creek  or  far  away  on  his  left,  traveling 
in  the  direction  of  Fort  Peck.  He  concluded  to  go  on  to  Cherry  Creek 
and  there  await  my  return  from  Tongue  River ;  but  having  reached  that 
point,  he  found  the  Indians  engaged  in  hunting  the  large  bauds  of  buf- 
falo which  were  roaming  between  that  aud  Cedar  Creek.  His  future 
operations,  I  believe,  he  has  fully  reported,  and  forwarded  his  dispatches 
by  carriers. 

I  returned  to  this  station  with  the  train  yesterday,  the  26th  instant, 
having  consumed  thirteen  days  in  making  the  journey.  The  train  was 
returned  richer  by  two  mules  and  two  horses  than  when  it  started  out, 
and  suffered  no  loss. 

In  concluding  this  report,  I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of 
both  officers  and  men.  The  officers  obeyed  instructiotis  with  alacrity, 
and  executed  their  orders  with  great  efficiency.  They  fought  the  enemy 
twelve  hours,  and  fired  during  that  time  upward  of  seven  thousand 
rounds  of  ammunition.  They  defeated  a  strong  enemy,  estimated  by 
many  at  from  sevfen  to  eight  hundred,  which  had  defiantly  placed  him- 
self across  our  trail  with  the  deliberate  purpose  of  ca\\tux\\x^\\sLfc>ctw^^ 
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aDd  gave  him  a  lesson  which  he  will  heed  and  never  forget.  I  was  ably 
assisted  by  Lieut.  O.  M.  Smith,  my  only  staff-officer.  All  other  officers 
were  serving  with  the  companies,  and  furnished  to  their  men  examples 
of  fearless  exposure  and  great  endurance. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  S.  OTIS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Twenty-second  Infantry^  Commanding, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General, 

Headquarters  Department  of  DaTcoia^  Saint  Pauly  Minn. 

[First  indoreement.] 

Headquarters  Department  of  Dakota, 

Saint  Fauly  Minn,j  December  5,  1876. 

Eespectfully  forwarded  to  the  adjutant-general.  Military  Division  of 
the  Missouri,  as  an  appendix  to  my  annual  report. 

ALFRED  H.  TERRY, 
Brigadier- General,  Commanding, 

[SecoDd  indorsement.] 

Headquarters  Military  Division  of  the  Missouri, 

Chicago,  December  13,  1876. 

Respectfully  forwarded  to  the  AcUutant-General  of  the  Army. 

P.  H.  SHERIDAN, 
Lientenant-Oeneralj  Commanding. 
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